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PRESIDENZA: ROBERTA METSOLA

President

1. Otvorenie rokovania

(The sitting opened at 9.01)

2.  Rokovania pred prvym ¢itanim v Parlamente (¢ldnok 71 rokovacieho poriadku) (d'alsi
postup)

President. - In relation to the decisions by several committees to enter into interinstitutional negotiations, pursuant to
Rule 71, paragraph 1, announced at the opening of the session on Monday 17 October, [ have received no request for a
vote in Parliament by Members or political groups reaching at least the medium threshold.

The committees may therefore start the negotiations.

3.  Priprava zasadnutia Eurépskej rady 20. - 21. oktobra 2022 (rozprava)

President. — The next item on the agenda is: Council and Commission statements — Preparation of the European
Council meeting of 20-21 October 2022.

Mikulds$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, President von der Leyen, honourable Members, tomor-
row and Friday, leaders will meet in Brussels for the October European Council, starting with the usual exchange with
European Parliament President Metsola.

Leaders will discuss Russia’s escalatory war of aggression against Ukraine and its consequences, including the situation in
global food security or the impact on energy prices and on our economy. They will also address relations with China
and with ASEAN.

Less than two weeks ago, leaders met in Prague for an informal European Council meeting to discuss these topics and
prepare the ground for the debates that will take place in Brussels this week.

The steep increase in energy prices touches all European citizens and businesses and is, therefore, high on the agenda of
the European Council. As we know, Russia is weaponising energy in an attempt to weaken the resolve and economic
power of the European Union. We will not let this happen.

Building on the discussions in Prague, as well as yesterday’s Commission proposal, leaders will speak a strong common
European response to the high gas and electricity prices. There is a broad agreement on key areas of action to lower
prices, but there are still some divergences on the ‘how’, that will be for leaders to discuss. I can nonetheless already
share some key messages.

First, we will not allow Russia’s weaponising of energy to weaken the resolve and economic power of the EU. Second,
key areas for action will include efforts to reduce demand, to ensure security of supply and to lower energy prices.
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Leaders will also address the latest developments in Russia’s escalating war of aggression against Ukraine, which is
putting European and global peace and security at risk. This includes Russia’s missile attacks against civilians and civilian
infrastructure in Kyiv and across Ukraine, its actions at Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear facility and the illegal annexation
by Russia of Ukraine’s Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions.

Leaders will reiterate their unwavering support for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. Ukraine
has the right to liberate and regain full control of all occupied territories within its internationally recognised borders.

As already stated by leaders on 30 September, the European Council unequivocally condemns and rejects Russia’s illegal
annexation of Ukraine’s Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions. The European Council will call for Russia
to immediately, completely and unconditionally withdraw all of its troops and military equipment from the entire
territory of Ukraine and refrain from hybrid attacks on Ukraine.

There is growing evidence of war crimes committed in Ukraine. We have also seen the continuous destruction of civilian
infrastructure in the country. These are gross violations of international law. Leaders are expected to call for holding
Russia to account.

As you know, the European Union will stand with Ukraine for as long as it takes. It will continue to provide political,
military, financial and humanitarian support to Ukraine. Leaders are expected to call for the speedy adoption of the
remaining EUR 3 billion in micro-financial assistance for Ukraine. Ahead of the conference in Berlin on
25 October 2022, the European Council will discuss the governance and financing of reconstruction efforts.

Russia’s war of aggression has sparked a global food crisis, driving up world food and fertilisers prices. The EU will
continue to facilitate the export of Ukrainian agricultural products via the EU solidarity alliance and global access to
agricultural products and fertilizers for the countries most in need.

The European Council will also discuss recent acts of sabotage against critical infrastructure, such as those against the
Nord Stream pipelines. We will meet any deliberate disruption of critical infrastructure or other hybrid actions with a
united and determined response and continue to strengthen our preparedness.

Rising energy prices have a big economic impact on the EU. We are committed to coordinating closely our policy
responses. Our priority is to protect the most vulnerable in our societies, while preserving Europe’s global competitive-
ness and maintaining the level playing field and the integrity of the single market.

Another pressing crisis is climate change. The European Council will discuss preparations for the upcoming COP 27 in
Sharm el-Sheikh, and leaders are expected to stress the extreme urgency of strengthening the global response to address
the climate emergency in the face of increasingly intense and frequent extreme weather events.

Ahead of the 15th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Montreal, the European
Council will also call for the adoption of an ambitious, comprehensive and transformative post-2020 global biodiversity
framework to halt and reverse biodiversity loss.

In the field of external relations, leaders are expected to have a strategic discussion on China. They will also look ahead
to the upcoming EU-ASEAN commemorative summit on 14 December, which will be an opportunity to further deepen
the EU’s strategic partnership with ASEAN.

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Commission. — Madam President, dear Roberta, dear Minister Bek, honourable
Members, yesterday we saw again Russia’s targeted attacks against civilian infrastructure, and this is marking a new
chapter in an already very cruel war.

The international order is very clear. These are war crimes, targeted attacks on civilian infrastructure, with a clear aim to
cut off men, women, children from water, electricity and heating with the winter coming — these are acts of pure terror,
and we have to call it as such.
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This is a moment to stay the course, and we will back Ukraine for as long as it takes. And we will protect Europeans
from the other war that Putin is waging — this is his war on our energy.

I know that Europeans are concerned: concerned about inflation, concerned about their energy bills, concerned about
the winter. The best response to Putin’s gas blackmail is European solidarity and European unity. And in this spirit, the
Commission agreed yesterday on a strong legislative framework to address the energy crisis. So let me outline the main
points to you.

The first one is as logical as important. Instead of outbidding each other, Europeans should buy gas together, very
simple. So for this, we will purchase together gas at EU level. Aggregation of demand will be mandatory for at least
15% of the volumes needed to fill gas storages. And the companies involved may form a ‘gas purchasing consortium’.

We do this because we've learned the lesson. We literally saw in August of this year, at the height of the filling season,
how Member States were outbidding each other and thus driving really up the prices. So we definitely can be smarter on
that one. Pooling our demand is a must.

My next point is about sharing gas in Europe. We know that some Member States are more directly exposed than others
to Russian gas. The situation is especially challenging for landlocked countries in central Europe. But in the end, if you
look at our single market with highly integrated supply chains, a disruption in one Member State has a massive impact
on all Member States. So sharing gas is absolutely critical.

Member States have already, since five years, an obligation under EU law to conclude solidarity agreements with their
neighbours in the region where they are located. However, if you look at what has been concluded so far, of 40 possible
solidarity agreements, only six have been concluded. So this is simply not enough in times of a crisis like this one. And
this is why we will put in place default rules for Member States.

These rules will be binding as long as Member States do not conclude individual solidarity agreements. Energy solidarity
is a fundamental principle of our Treaties, so let’s bring that to life. it is very simple.

Honourable Members, these three measures — pooling, saving, sharing — will have a positive impact on the prices. But of
course more needs to be done. More needs to be done to address the price spikes and to address the Russian manipu-
lation of the energy market.

Just to give you two figures: compared to September 2021, if we look now at September 2022, Russia has cut 80% of
its pipeline gas supplies since then. But Europe has been able to compensate all that. We have diversified towards our
trusted partners, like, for example, Norway and the United States.

We have increased the savings, and it is good — we have in September a saving of -15%. We have filled our storages up
to 92%. So we did not give in to this blackmail. We made it. And I think we can be proud of that.

We resisted — that's important. But we also see that resisting the Russian energy coercion comes at a price. European
families have seen their gas bills skyrocketing. And our companies are struggling to keep up competitiveness. it is not
about the competitive in the single market only — that’s also important — but it is also about the competitiveness
globally that our companies are fighting for.

You might recall that in March we proposed to the Council the option to cap gas prices. At that time, this did not gain
any traction. But today we're coming back to this. So what is the model?

The current benchmark determining gas prices is TTF. TTF is only focused on pipeline gas. What we see now is that the
market has really changed from a pipeline gas market to an LNG market, so we need a new a specific price benchmark
for LNG. The Commission will now develop this complementary benchmark together with the European regulator, but
this takes time. So in the meantime, as a stopgap measure, we will limit prices at TTF. We call this the market correction
mechanism.

Yesterday, we proposed guiding principles as a first step, and on this basis, we will prepare the operational mechanism
in a second step. This is concerning the price cap at wholesale level.
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But gas also drives electricity prices up, and here the Iberian model comes into play. It really merits to be considered at
EU level. There are still questions to be answered, but I want to leave no stone unturned. So let’s face that, let’s look at
that and let’s work at that.

Honourable Members, we live in times of high economic uncertainty. And I am, as I said, concerned about the compe-
titiveness of our economy, not only where the single market is concerned, but also where the global competitiveness of
our economy is concerned. So all our actions have to take this into account. All our actions have to take the competi-
tiveness of our SMEs and our industry into account. And this includes that we will introduce a standard competitive-
ness-check in our regulation. I think it is time to do that.

In addition, we have to speed up investments all over Europe. And if I speak about investment, it is infrastructure, it is
energy efficiency and it is renewables. And this brings me to REPowerEU.

When we proposed REPowerEU in March, keep in mind the situation was as such: there was a huge dependency on
Russian gas. At that time, we anticipated that it would take several years to replace the Russian gas. Fact is, today it took
us eight months only to replace two thirds. In other words, we have massively accelerated the diversification to other
suppliers of gas from abroad. But this comes at a high price.

So the actual solution to maintain our competitiveness is to invest into home-grown sources of energy, especially
renewables. And that has to happen in all of Europe. However, only Member States with sufficient fiscal space can
undertake these critical investments. So this will inevitably unlevel the playing field of our single market.

Therefore, we do not only need REPowerEU now, so we have to accelerate it, but we have to boost it. We have to
increase its firepower and we will come with a proposal on that because it will give every Member State the same
opportunity to prepare for the future. This is not only about energy. This is about our global competitiveness and it is
about our sovereignty. Long live Europe.

Manfred Weber, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, President von der Leyen, Mr Bek, on Monday morning,
Russia attacked Kyiv again with nearly 30 drones, killing innocents, including a pregnant woman. This happened only
days after Putin said there would be no more massive strikes on Ukraine.

Not a day goes by without terrible news and lies from Putin and his regime. Having all victims in mind, we are not
getting tired in saying Putin is a war criminal, Putin must lose, and Europe will never stop supporting Ukraine. Never.
This message unites us. We know how to answer the military war against Ukraine and the Ukraine soldiers are the real
heroes of today.

We have an answer to the military challenge, but let’s be honest, we don’t have currently a common understanding how
to answer the energy war against the European Union. This week’s European Council cannot anymore escape. We had a
lost summer, a Prague summit without conclusions, a lot of talks. Now we need solutions and the list of challenges is
obviously long. Our Commission President presented them.

We have wasted already enough time. And after a summer of missed opportunities, we need now a winter of solutions,
a winter of actions, and we need, first of all, a winter of solidarity. And we, the EPP, we are asking for an ambitious
approach.

Energy was one of the founding elements of the European Union. Just think about the European Coal and Steel
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community. For our founding fathers, De Gasperi, Schuman and
Adenauer, it was crystal clear: Europe needs energy and only together we can make it. Is it easy? Was it easy for
Adenauer and De Gasperi to combine the coal industry? Not at all. It was historic what they did.

And today we are occupied by the details of the electricity market architecture. The French President tells us a gas
connection to Spain is not necessary. And the German Chancellor today is totally happy that he prolonged the work
of one nuclear power plant for another three months. Wow. Great result of the energy planning there.
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We risk to fail in the eyes of history, dear friends. Europe has much energy, if we create a real energy union, and that’s
why my group is supporting the proposals from the European Commission. And [ want to ask the European socialists
and greens to help us, especially in Berlin. Remember the last big crisis? It was about COVID. Chancellor Merkel, EPP,
made the proposal of a recovery plan together with other friends. She made the proposal together with the Commission
to make a European procurement on vaccines. She did it the European way.

And now, today, Chancellor Scholz and the German Government are spending EUR 200 billion without even asking and
consulting the European Commission and the neighbours about the impact of this. Is this the European way? 1 would
call it a national ego trip, if I see the results of this. Where is the European spirit of the Social Democrats and the
Greens in Germany? We need a European answer. That is what we need. Europe needs more the Merkel approach and
less the Scholz approach, if I may say it as an EPP speaker, more EPP and less socialists.

And, dear colleagues, let me also mention another undiscussed crisis in front of us. Europe again is challenged by
migration. The Balkan route is open again. Until September 2022, Frontex averted more than 200 000 illegal entries
in the territory of the European Union, half of them on the Western Balkan route. This is the highest figure since 2016
and we all know what happened in 2015 and 16. We must strengthen Frontex. Their officers on the ground must know
that we count on them, we support them.

And we have to deliver on the legislative files. The Czech Presidency — imagine for a second — the Czech Presidency,
after years of waiting for the Council, is now ready to start the trilogue. Council is ready for the trilogue on Eurodac, on
other files on the legislative train, and we as Parliament are not capable to deliver for the moment, due to, I must say,
the ideological behaviour of some parts of this House, that we are not ready to even agree on very technical files like
Eurodac. So, dear friends, if you want to stop populism, then we have to give a legislative answer on migration and it is
now the time to do so.

And finally, a third point. Sometimes the European level is, I have to say this, too far away from our citizens. When we
speak with SMEs currently, when we speak with our farmers, they have really a lot of pressure. Our farmers should
produce food, should deliver food even on a global level. Next year we will have even more problems. After the energy
crisis, we will arrive at a food crisis and the Commission, under the lead of Frans Timmermans, is now presenting new
legislation, for example, on pesticides. And the impact assessment tells us that this will lead to 20% less food production
in Europe. That is what the impact assessment tells us, which means that we have to import more food from Africa,
from South America, at the cost of the most vulnerable.

Shall we remind everyone that we are in wartime? Since 24 February, something happens. Some Commissioners beha-
ving as nothing has happened. The machinery is simply continuing their work. And as EPP, we are asking really urgently
for a legislative emergency brake for additional burdens for our farmers and for our SMEs.

Madam President, it is good that you postponed, for example, in the Commission work programme, the idea of a
REACH revision. That is a good thing. We asked for this and now it is part of the Commission work programme. But
we as EPP, we think that is not enough. The Commission must understand that we are risking to lose our industry. We
are in front of a recession and that's why it’s great that you expressed today that we have to care about competitiveness,
we have to create jobs again in the European Union.

Commission must act now. We must together act now. So let'’s go to Brussels today and tomorrow and let’s deliver
binding energy solidarity, real energy market in Europe, and a moratorium for additional burden.

Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo SED. — Sefiora presidenta, esta semana nos hemos vuelto a despertar horro-
rizados tras la incesante tormenta de misiles rusos que golpearon varias ciudades en Ucrania: civiles inocentes asesinados
en el centro de Kiev, misiles impactando en zonas infantiles, terror y sufrimiento. Ese es el verdadero rostro de la
crueldad y el ensafiamiento de Putin. Esta es su nueva estrategia de terror a la que no debemos acostumbrarnos.
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Estimados colegas, esta semana el Consejo Europeo deberd abordar muchas de las consecuencias y retos de esta guerra,
que es también una ofensiva contra Europa. Una ofensiva chantajista que busca dividir a la ciudadania, que quiere
exasperarnos, amenazar a nuestra industria y sembrar el descontento social.

La Unién Europea necesita una respuesta contundente, con medidas sociales reforzadas y un nuevo instrumento que
proteja a los sectores mds vulnerables, que les ayude a afrontar la alta inflacién y el aumento del coste de la vida. Por eso
es necesario, ademds, que la Unién implemente un mecanismo de solidaridad para redistribuir los exorbitantes e injustos
beneficios de las compaiifas energéticas y atajar esa inaceptable situacion de especulacion. Pero esto no serd suficiente si
no abordamos los precios energéticos o el aprovisionamiento de energfa, porque para ganar esta guerra tenemos que
progresar en la autonomia energética.

Las medidas que ayer presentd la Comisién son positivas, pero poco ambiciosas. En primer lugar, hay que actuar
rapidamente para desacoplar el precio del gas de la electricidad. La propia presidenta von der Leyen ha hablado de la
excepcion ibérica, que puede ser extendida al conjunto de la Unién, pero debemos hacerlo de forma inmediata.

En segundo lugar, hay que avanzar con determinacion en topar los precios del gas importado. La propuesta presentada
es insuficiente en el tiempo, tres meses, e imprecisa en sus criterios.

En tercer lugar, hay que establecer un mecanismo conjunto para la compra de energia mds econémica y el Parlamento
Europeo ha de estar en esa negociacion. No cabe la interpretacién restrictiva del articulo 122, colegas. Es inaceptable.
El Parlamento tiene que estar en las negociaciones y pedimos a la Comisién que rectifique. Si lo hicimos con las vacunas
de la COVID-19, 4por qué no vamos a hacerlo ahora? Claro que podemos.

Miren, esta semana los lideres de Europa no van a tener otra opcién que acordar como salir adelante. No podemos hacer
un copia y pega de los consejos de marzo y de junio. Necesitamos poner en marcha medidas contundentes y con un
calendario inmediato.

Por dltimo, esta serd la dltima reunién en la que Italia estard representada por Mario Draghi. Las razones las conocemos,
sobre todo las conoce el Partido Popular Europeo. El sefior Weber y el sefior Berlusconi repiten que Forza Italia serd la
garantia de un gobierno proeuropeo, atlantista y que defienda los valores de la Unién. Déjenme que lo cuestione. Forza
Italia ha pasado de ser el pilar de la centroderecha en Italia a la muleta del posfascismo.

Y déjenme que lo cuestione a tenor de las nuevas mayorias. Sefior Weber, la presidencia del Senado la ostenta Ignazio
Benito La Russa, un nostélgico del «ventennio fascista». El es ahora la segunda autoridad del Estado. La presidencia de la
Cédmara de Diputados la ostenta el antiabortista pro Putin, Lorenzo Fontana, euroescéptico, homéfobo y bien conocido
en esta Cdmara. El es ahora la tercera autoridad del Estado.

Habla de la nostalgia de los tiempos de Merkel, Sefior Weber. En los tiempos de Merkel no habia alianzas con la extrema
derecha. Déjenme que cuestione lo que el Partido Popular dice que va a garantizar. El gran desafio de este momento es la
unidad en Europa. Sefior Weber, vuelvo a tenderle la mano. Vuelva al camino que construimos las fuerzas politicas
proeuropeas.

Stéphane Séjourné, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Présidente de la Commission,
Monsieur le Ministre, nous serons forts a l'extérieur de nos frontiéres si nous sommes solides a lintérieur de nos
frontiéres. Le Conseil doit montrer la méme détermination sur les sujets intérieurs qu'il met dans la mue géopolitique
de 'Union européenne. Notre énergie doit étre totale pour mettre en place des politiques pour assurer la prospérité,
pour que les factures baissent, pour que nos petites entreprises survivent.
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Solidarité et unité doivent étre, pour mon groupe, le maitre-mot et la base de ce sommet européen. Serons-nous a la
hauteur de ces deux derni¢res années ou allons-nous reproduire les hésitations et les querelles des années 2010 face a la
crise des dettes souveraines et a la crise migratoire? Je ne veux pas polémiquer non plus avec M. Weber, mais dans ces
années 2010, c'est le PPE qui était aux commandes, et I'Union européenne n'a pas brillé par la réponse quelle a pu
apporter, elle n’a pas agi vite et fort dans les derniéres crises. Donc plus de PPE, Monsieur Weber, je ne pense pas que ce
soit souhaitable aujourd’hui, au vu des derniéres crises que nous avons connues dans les années 2010.

Alors agirons-nous vite et fort, justement, ou trop peu et trop tard? Si nous agissons vite et fort, nous répondrons a
langoisse d'un déclassement généralisé par I'emploi et la hausse du pouvoir d’achat. Si nous agissons vite et fort, nous
répondrons par la hausse du pouvoir dachat, et je pense que nos populations soutiendront de plus en plus nos efforts
pour I'Ukraine. Malgré les différends, voire les divisions que nous avons quelquefois au Conseil sur certains sujets, nous
savons aussi que les Vingt-sept peuvent étre efficaces. Ce qui a été possible sur la taxe sur les superprofits, par exemple,
doit étre possible sur la crise énergétique et les réponses qui y sont apportées.

Ce Parlement, Madame la Présidente, vous le savez, comme a son habitude, a été assez clair sur les points qui pouvaient
faire l'objet d’un consensus européen lors de ses dernieres résolutions. 1l y a une majorité pour un bouclier tarifaire
européen, tel que Renew l'a proposé il y a maintenant quelques mois. Nous avons dailleurs identifié un certain nombre
de solutions a la fois structurelles et conjoncturelles.

Les solutions conjoncturelles, nous les connaissons: le plafonnement du prix du gaz; un nouveau fonds de solidarité
jusqua la fin de Ihiver 2024. Ce nouveau fonds de solidarité doit permettre d’aider les Etats qui sont incapables
aujourd’hui de faire baisser les factures; des achats conjoints d’énergie — merci d’ailleurs pour vos propos a cette tribune.
On l'a vu, cela a marché avec les vaccins, cela doit marcher avec le fonds, qui doit nous permettre, justement, I'achat de
gaz en commun. Et jespére, Madame la Présidente, que dans les prochaines semaines, vous serez en route pour Oslo
pour négocier, au nom des Vingt-sept, avec nos amis Norvégiens. Voila, d'un point de vue conjoncturel, comment nous

devons faire baisser les prix, comment nous devons aider nos concitoyens et nos entreprises a payer leurs factures.

D’autre part, nous avons également des solutions structurelles: le découplage des prix de I'électricité et du gaz. C'est une
aberration aujourd’hui que les prix de I'électricité décarbonée qu'on produit en Europe dépendent du prix du gaz fossile,
quon importe via des pays extérieurs. Sl y a une majorité dans cet hémicycle, en tout cas, il y a probablement un
chemin au Conseil. Nos demandes sont celles de nos entreprises, des économistes, de la société civile.

Mon groupe défend également un véritable plan européen d'investissement, en particulier dans les infrastructures élec-
triques. Nous avons proposé un fonds de souveraineté. 1l doit nous permettre de gagner notre indépendance, que ce soit
sur le plan alimentaire, industriel ou énergétique. Je mets en garde toutefois: vingt-sept politiques nationales d'investisse-
ment, c'est bien, mais une politique européenne d'investissement ambitieuse, c’est mieux. Et ceux qui investissent massi-
vement au niveau national et qui, en méme temps, s'opposent a l'investissement européen mettent en danger la réponse
européenne que nous devons mener.

Cela demandera naturellement — et vous le savez — que le cadre financier pluriannuel, notre budget européen, soit adapté
et réadapté aux objectifs partagés de souveraineté et d’autonomie stratégique. En tout cas, Madame la Présidente,
Monsieur le Ministre, répondre aux aspirations populaires, voire les dépasser en période de crise, nous savons que
'Europe sait faire, nous savons que 'Europe peut faire. Alors le maitre-mot pour mon groupe est trés clair: maintenant,
cest aux Vingt-sept de faire.

Terry Reintke, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, Madam Commission President, Mr Minister, dear
colleagues, I was born in 1987, two years before the fall of the Berlin Wall. My childhood and my youth were marked
by an expansion of freedoms. Walls and borders fell, in 2004 we celebrated the eastern enlargement of the European
Union. And over the last three decades, we strengthened the rights and freedoms of hundreds of millions of citizens
through EU law.
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[ grew up with a sense of self-evidence that everybody can clearly see that democracy obviously is the best form of
government, that through education, public discourse and finding compromise, we will build stronger, more resilient
and more equal democratic societies, and that this would work almost automatically. And I must admit, this sense of
self-evidence is gone.

Latest, on 24 February this year: everyone could clearly see there is a brutal, a violent and a powerful authoritarian
backlash ongoing, a backlash against democracy, against freedom and against equality. Now you could argue we have to
stand with Ukraine in this brutal aggression for the sake of the brave Ukrainian people, and we certainly do.

But it goes far beyond this. We have to stand with Ukraine also for our own sake, for our own freedom and our own
democracy, because we have seen in the past weeks and months, light as day, that our democracies are not untouchable.

And Vladimir Putin very well knows this, this is why he’s funding the far-right. This is why he is using energy as a
weapon against us. And this is why he’s using every single opportunity to try to divide us.

And it is true that his initial strategy of dividing Europe, the West and all democratic countries who believe in a rules-
based world order did not succeed. We reacted unitedly. We provided military aid to Ukraine. We adopted sanctions.
We, finally, took very much needed measures to end our toxic dependence on Russian energy imports.

But, colleagues, politics is not a sprint; politics is a marathon. And we all know Putin’s game plan right now: doing
whatever it takes to spread fear to destabilise our democracies in Ukraine with state terrorism, drone and missile strikes
on cities and in the rest of Europe by trying to fuel the fear of energy shortages and an explosion of prices.

And as it looks also for this, he is using whatever means necessary, whatever means necessary to create social hardships
and divisions in our societies. And, Madam Commission President, a dynamic price cap on gas will not be enough to
counter these injustices. We will need a bold and determined Commission also on tax and social issues, not to let the
most vulnerable in our societies pay the price for this.

But he will also use whatever means necessary, threatening a global famine which will have to be prevented. But if you
believe that food sovereignty can be achieved by agro-industries dependent on energy-intensive fertilisers or a global
food system where massive amounts of crops are simply wasted in intensive livestock farming, you are wrong. We have
to build a truly ecological, sustainable agricultural system that is also part of our commitment to the Paris goals.

And for all of this, and I'm very happy that we seem to have large unity, we will need a new common effort as
Europeans. Just as with Next Generation EU, we will need to invest together a European solidarity fund with common
balance to invest in through the renovation wave and the expansion of renewables, to counter Putin’s escalation strategy,
to become less dependent on autocratic regimes for our energy supply.

And I'm not only talking about Russia here, because also Azerbaijan is not a democracy, to fund the necessary measures
to tackle climate change and to protect our citizens from economic and social hits because social equality is essential for
democracy.

Colleagues, my nephew was born in 2021, I want us to fight for a Europe in which his childhood and his youth will
again be marked by an expansion of freedom, by more rights and a strengthening of democracy. I'm standing in front of
you today as the newly elected Co-Chair of the Greens/EFA Group here in the Parliament but I want to appeal to all
democrats in this House. The next months are not going to be easy, we will all have to make difficult choices.

But let us work together as pro-European democrats and not be taken hostage or collaborate with the far-right. And
especially to you, Mr Weber, because at the end of the day, what this is going to mean is that Vladimir Putin will win.
He will win the division and weakness of a far-right in Europe instead of the stability and the strength of pro-European
democracy.
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So let us work together, stand up to Vladimir Putin and draw a strong European Union for strong democracy.

Marco Zanni, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signora Presidente, signora Presidente von der Leyen, signor rappresentante del
Consiglio, onorevoli colleghi, lasciatemi prima fare una riflessione.

Sentendo parlare alcuni dei colleghi prima, mi stavo domandando cosa possa pensare sullunita europea chi oggi ha
visto l'inizio di questo dibattito. Ne parliamo tanto, ma poi siamo i primi che, per motivi futili e ingiustificati, danno
un'immagine di un’Europa divisa. Pensateci quando fate certi attacchi e abbiate pili rispetto, voi che vi erigete a paladini
della democrazia, per chi ha un’idea diversa, per chi democraticamente ha scelto un governo. Gli italiani sono benissimo
in grado di scegliere per se stessi, smettetela. Se fossi nella leadership socialista, piuttosto, mi preoccuperei del fatto che il
primo leader che andra a rendere omaggio al dittatore cinese sara proprio un leader socialista, il cancelliere tedesco
Scholz. Quindi, riflettete su questo prima di dare lezioni di democraticita agli altri.

Per quanto riguarda il prossimo Consiglio e il pacchetto che la Commissione europea ha annunciato, prima di analizzare
questo, lasciatemi perd un momento per ricordare, per fare una preghiera per i cittadini ucraini che, di nuovo, di fronte
a un attacco criminale, a un attacco ingiustificato, sono periti. Dobbiamo continuare a garantire il nostro sostegno per
far si che questa guerra finisca il prima possibile e finisca con un'Ucraina vincente.

Sul pacchetto, ¢ ancora un pacchetto ovviamente in fieri, aspettiamo poi che gli Stati membri diano il loro semaforo
verde, perd mi permetta, Presidente von der Leyen, che questo pacchetto non € neanche lontanamente sufficiente e cerco
di spiegarle i motivi per cui non lo consideriamo sufficiente.

Il primo motivo & che ci pare addirittura di aver fatto qualche passo indietro rispetto a quello che Lei due settimane fa
era venuta qui in Aula ad annunciarci. E un pacchetto che, ¢ vero, contiene una proposta sul price cap — I'ha ricordato
Lei, ne parliamo da marzo e oggi finalmente c’¢ qualcosa sul tavolo — ma € un price cap che, per come ¢ stato strutturato,
difficilmente verra messo in atto, ammesso che ci sia poi consenso nel Consiglio e tra gli Stati membri per portarlo
avanti.

La solidarieta, che ¢ un elemento molto importante, sara un elemento molto importante non solo per affrontare l'in-
verno, ma per affrontare il prossimo anno che sara forse ancora pitt difficile. E una solidarieta anche negli acquisti, che &
importante, ma va giustamente a tutelare i piccoli Stati che, da soli, in un mercato competitivo, non ce la potrebbero
fare, ma poco potra fare per mettere in sicurezza gli acquisti, in un mercato che nel 2023 sara ancora pitt competitivo e
la competizione non sara solo al nostro interno, ma sara soprattutto con i buyer asiatici. E poi, la tutela della competi-
tivita delle nostre imprese, questo ¢ un tema enorme, un tema che riguarda anche la politica industriale.

E poi, chiudo con due punti. Il primo: la parte rilevante di questo pacchetto sono il riutilizzo dei fondi di coesione
2014-2020. Sono 40 miliardi, quindi poco rispetto alla dimensione del problema, pero sono la parte piu rilevante.
Credo che un ragionamento anche sul bilancio 2021-2027 la Commissione lo debba fare. Oggi c’¢ un'emergenza. E
vero che il bilancio europeo ¢ strutturato in maniera diversa, ma di fronte all'emergenza anche con il bilancio 2021-
2027 dobbiamo dare una risposta.

E poi, chiudo con un punto: quello che davvero possiamo fare e I'Unione europea puo fare ¢ sedersi con i partner, con
gli alleati della NATO, che oggi stanno guadagnando sulla pelle degli europei, e parlare chiaramente. Stati Uniti, Canada,
Norvegia oggi stanno guadagnando seifsette volte tanto i prezzi normali sul gas che ci mandano. Credo che se 'Unione
europea vuole fare qualcosa di concreto, si debba sedere e parlare chiaro con tutti i partner, dobbiamo fare un accordo
per bloccare il prezzo del gas che ci mandate, altrimenti I'Unione europea non sara piu in grado di garantire lo stesso
sostegno all'Ucraina che abbiamo garantito fino adesso.

Beata Szydlo, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Szanowna Pani Komisarz! Pani Przewodniczaca Komisji!
Szanowni Panstwo! Pani przewodniczaca von der Leyen méwila przed momentem o solidarnosci i o jednosci, ktérej
potrzebujemy w tej chwili, aby przezwyciezy¢ ten wielki kryzys, przed ktérym stoimy wszyscy i o ktérym rozmawiamy
juz tak bardzo dlugo.
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Tygodnie, miesigce mijajg, a my ciggle jesteSmy w tym samym miejscu. Ciagle sa plany i ciggle styszymy stowa wlasnie o
solidarnosci i jednosci. Potrzebujemy solidarnosci i jednosci, ale, Szanowni Panstwo, pytanie jest takie: na czym ona ma
polegal? Czy bedzie solidarno$¢ i jedno$¢ w Europie, w Unii Europejskiej, jezeli bedg podwazane demokratyczne
wybory i decyzje, ktére obywatele podejmuja w swoich panstwach europejskich? Zaréwno decyzje wyborcze, jak i
potem decyzje demokratycznie wybranych rzadéw? Podwazane tylko dlatego, ze nie podobaja si¢ wigkszosci, ktdra
tutaj siedzi dzisiaj, méwi o potrzebie zmiany polityk, energetycznej polityki miedzy innymi, uchronieniu obywateli
Europy przed kryzysem.

[ bardzo czgsto i lewa, i Srodkowa strona tej sali zapomina, ze ta polityka i to zycie w tej chwili w Europie wyglada
miedzy innymi dlatego tak, ze takie, a nie inne decyzje zapadaly tutaj, na tej sali. Po raz kolejny trzeba przypomnie¢
Nord Stream 2, chociazby ten projekt. Trzeba czesto podejmowal wazne, odwazne decyzje i umiel sprzeciwic sig
wigkszosci, kiedy to jest potrzebne i kiedy to ma stuzy¢ obywatelom Europy. Trzeba czasami umie¢ powiedzie¢ weto
po to, zeby wzbudzi¢ refleksj¢ wiréd wigkszosci.

Ja mam nadzieje, ze Rada Europejska wreszcie podejmie odwazne decyzje na tym najblizszym szczycie, bo tego potr-
zebujg Europejczycy. Tego potrzebujemy my wszyscy, zeby przetrwal, zeby pokona¢ Putina i rozwigzaé wreszcie ten
kryzys. Europejczycy potrzebuja dzisiaj wsparcia. Nie mozna prowadzi¢ polityki klimatycznej kosztem jakiejkolwiek
grupy spolecznej. Musimy wreszcie racjonalnie zacza¢ podchodzi¢ do spraw klimatycznych i energetycznych.

Jest jedna rzecz, ktéra mozemy zrobi¢ bardzo szybko, i to pomoze calej Europie. Trzeba wreszcie zawiesi¢ patologiczny
system ETS. O tym méwi miedzy innymi polski rzad i mysle, Ze na tyle odwagi wreszcie wystarczy przywdédcom
europejskim na najblizszym szczycie.

Martin Schirdewan, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prisidentin! Die Probleme, iiber die wir hier reden, sind ja
seit vielen Monaten die gleichen. Die Menschen 4chzen unter den explodierenden Energie- und Nahrungsmittelpreisen.
Doch anstatt schnelle Abhilfe zu schaffen, streiten sich fatalerweise die Regierungschefs im Rat seit Monaten, und auch
die Kommission glinzte bislang eher durch zogerliches Handeln und unzureichende Vorschlage.

Das ist vor allem fatal fur diejenigen Menschen, die nicht wissen, wie sie ihre Rechnungen bezahlen sollen. Das ist fatal
fiir kleine und mittelstindische Unternehmen, die unter den hohen Kosten leiden und nicht wissen, wie sie ihre Pro-
duktion aufrechterhalten sollen, und denen die Insolvenz droht. Das ist auch fatal fiir das Handwerk, fiir die Bickerei, fiir
die Tischlerin im Kiez, weil die Preise fiir Getreide und Holz sich in den letzten Monaten vervielfacht haben, und die
Leute wissen einfach nicht mehr, wie sie ihre Betriebe durch die Krise bringen sollen. Die Regierungschefs miissen jetzt
endlich in die Potte kommen und den Mut finden, das Energiemarktversagen mit beherzter Politik in den Griff zu
kriegen.

Ja, Frau von der Leyen, 15 Prozent gemeinsamer Gaseinkauf, das — finde ich — ist ein Schritt in die richtige Richtung.
Aber die Frage ist dann doch ernsthaft: Warum denn nicht 100 Prozent? Warum denn nicht einen gemeinsamen Ein-
kauf, der die Speicher wirklich fiillt? Warum kein européischer Gaspreisdeckel, der private Haushalte, das Handwerk und
die kleinen und mittelstindischen Unternehmen mit einem giinstigen Grundkontingent versorgt und schiitzt?

Fiir eine gerechte Verteilung der Krisenlasten miissen endlich die Ubergewinne der Konzerne und die Vermogen der
Superreichen herangezogen werden. Geschdtzter Herr Kollege Weber, die funf reichsten Familien in Deutschland verfii-
gen iber das gleiche Vermogen wie die untere Halfte der Bevolkerung. Es herrscht eine Ungleichheit wie zu Kaiser
Wilhelms Zeiten. Das sind doch eindeutig Symptome einer an dieser Stelle kranken Gesellschaft. Nein, wir brauchen
nicht weniger, wir brauchen mehr Sozialismus, und wir brauchen definitiv weniger Marktideologie. Um die Gesellschaft
wieder zu heilen, miissen wir jetzt umsteuern in Richtung soziale Gerechtigkeit und Klimaschutz. Tun wir das nicht,
werden am Ende autoritire Krifte Europa in einen neuen Faschismus stiirzen.

Europiische Solidaritit ist dagegen der Schliissel. Wir brauchen jetzt einen europdischen Kraftakt, der alle angeschlage-
nen Staaten durch die Krise bringt. Wir brauchen die gezielte Unterstiitzung von Industrie, von kleinen und mittelstin-
dischen Unternehmen und von Handwerksbetrieben. Wir brauchen auch die Neuauflage des Kurzarbeitsprogramms
SURE, um Arbeitsplitze in der Energiekrise dauerhaft zu sichern. Wir brauchen jetzt Investitionen in die Zukunft, um
das Klima zu schiitzen und unsere Gesellschaft schnellstens aus der Abhidngigkeit von fossilen Energietrigern zu
befreien. Das ist auch eine der Mafnahmen im Ubrigen, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, um Putins fiirchterlichem
Angriffskrieg die Luft ausgehen zu lassen und ihn an den Verhandlungstisch zu zwingen, ndmlich um ihm klar zu
machen, dass es auf die Erpressung am Gashahn eine klare, eine starke politische Antwort gibt, die heifft: Wir brauchen
dein Gas nicht, weil wir in die Zukunft und in das Klima investieren.
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Wir fordern ein unverziigliches Ende des russischen Angriffskriegs und den Abzug der russischen Truppen aus der
Ukraine. Wir miissen raus aus der Eskalationsspirale. Die Vereinten Nationen miissen in die Lage versetzt werden,
einen dauerhaften Frieden zu vermitteln. Die europiische Aufenpolitik scheidet in dieser Frage leider als Vermittler
aus, weil in Briissel immer nur an neuen Sanktionspaketen und Waffenlieferungen gearbeitet wird, aber nie an einem
Friedensplan. Frau von der Leyen, Sie sind aber nicht mehr die deutsche Verteidigungsministerin, Sie sind die
Prasidentin der Europdischen Kommission. Bitte konzentrieren Sie sich wieder auf Diplomatie, um diesen Kontinent in
eine sichere Zukunft zu fithren.

Viktor Uspaskich (NI). — Gerbiama pirmininke, Komisijos pirmininke, kolegos, Europa i§gyvena precedento neturincig
energetikos krize. Dvidesimt pirmajame amZiuje energetikos svarbg galima prilyginti orui, nes visi Zmogaus gyvenimo
aspektai yra kontroliuojami energetikos. Todél nereikia dejuoti, o imtis kuo skubiau reikia priemoniy. Todél i§ karto einu
prie pasitilymy. Gerbiamieji, energetikos tiekimas yra lengvai monopolizuojamas. Kai kuriy energetikos kompanijy pel-
nai iSauga ne procentais, o kartais. Absurdiskai atrodo ir socialiai neteisinga, kai energetikos kainos, lyginant su dabarti-
niu laiku, buvo ganétinai Zemos, Zalioji energetika buvo subsidijuojama mokesciy mokétojy pinigais, o dabar tie patys
mokes¢iy mokétojai turi jiems krauti pelnus, mokant dvigubai ar net trigubai daugiau uZz savikaing. Taip pat, mes turime
kalbéti apie realy solidarumg tarp Europos Sgjungos Saliy ir net Amerikos. Tai yra energijos Saltiniy, tokiy kaip anglies,
dujy, naftos ir jos produkty iSgavimo savikaina nepabrango. Saulés spinduliai ar véjas nepabrango, todél neturi bati
pardavingjami kelis kartus brangiau. Raginu Europos Komisija ir Taryba sukurti reglamenta, pagal kurj su energetika
susijusiy kompanijy veikla bty grieztai reglamentuojama ir jy pelnai nebaty virSyti 15 ar 20 procenty. Taip pat turi
bati perzitrétos liberalizavimo salygos, nes akivaizdu kuriose afiliuotose kompanijose vykdomi fiuceriniai uzpirkimai ir
po to nepagristai keliamos kainos.

Esther de Lange (PPE). — Voorzitter, Poetins oorlog speelt zich af op verschillende fronten. De meest onmenselijke
natuurlijk in Oekraine zelf, maar ook in onze nationale parlementen, waar zijn useful idiots — die paar, dat handjevol
parlementariérs — het gif van Poetin spuiten. Daarnaast op onze energiemarkt, waar gas wordt ingezet als een wapen. Op
het moment dat de markt niet meer functioneert, moet de overheid ingrijpen. De EU — met name de Commissie — heeft
hiertoe al meerdere instrumenten op tafel gelegd, zoals het afromen van de overwinsten van energiebedrijven. Daaruit
wordt in Nederland de steun aan het energie-intensieve mkb, zoals de bakkers, betaald.

Nu ligt er een nieuw pakket voor, gericht op het gezamenlijk inkopen van gas, het aanpakken van prijspieken en het
organiseren van onderlinge solidariteit in noodgevallen. Bij dat laatste mis ik nog één element. Bij solidariteit hoort ook
verantwoordelijkheid. Verantwoordelijkheid om al het mogelijke te doen om je eigen energieproductie op peil te houden.
In dat kader is het Duitse besluit om de drie kerncentrales iets langer open te houden natuurlijk te verwelkomen. Maar
dit zal te kort zijn, want in april 2023 zitten wij net in de misschien nog wel moeilijkere fase waarin de gasvoorraden
voor 2023/2024 moeten worden gevuld. We weten dat dat misschien nog wel moeilijker zal zijn dan de huidige
opdracht.

Daarom zeg ik dus: hou die eigen energieopwekking nog maar wat langer open en zorg ervoor dat je je verantwoorde-
lijkheid neemt voordat je solidariteit van anderen eist.

Heléne Fritzon (S&D). - Fru talman! Kommissionen, ridet! Demokrati, fred och frihet — det ar tre sjilvklara virden for
vért EU. Sedan Ryssland inledde sitt brutala krig mot Ukraina, har var uppgift att forsvara dessa virden blivit viktigare
an ndgonsin.

Vi befinner oss i det allvarligaste sikerhetsliget pd mycket, mycket lang tid, och det kravs att vi fortsitter med kraftfulla
sanktioner mot Rysslands oacceptabla agerande och att vi fullt ut stoder Ukraina i bade ord och handling. Samtidigt som
vi ocksd maste hantera den pdgdende energikrisen, méste vi klara av att tinka langsiktigt.

Demokrati, fred och sikerhet, liksom jamlikhet, jamstalldhet och en héllbar utveckling for kommande generationer — det
ar mal och virden som haller oss samman och som EU aldrig, aldrig ndgonsin fir tumma p4, varken i akuta kriser eller
i vért langsiktiga arbete for framtiden.

Nicola Beer (Renew). — Frau Prisidentin, werte Kollegen! Putin eskaliert die Gewalt. Wir sind tiglich Zeugen eines
perfiden Drohnenkriegs, gegen Frauen, Kinder, Alte — kurz: gegen das Leben. Das macht uns noch entschlossener in
der Unterstiitzung der Ukraine. Genauso entschlossen miissen wir sein bei unserer eigenen Widerstandsfahigkeit und
beim Schutz unserer Bevolkerung. Der gemeinsame Einkauf von Gas — naheliegend, um Preise zu driicken, zu lange
diskutiert — muss endlich umgesetzt werden. Er ist ein wichtiger Baustein europdischer Stirke.
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Nur: 15 % sind viel zu wenig, das wire allenfalls eine energiepolitische Gymnastikiibung, daftr ist keine Zeit. Wir
brauchen sofort einen schlagkriftigen Einkauf, weit iiber 50 %. Damit wir Putin an die Wand spielen, heiflt es: nicht
kleckern, sondern klotzen. Klotzen heifst aber nicht, Preise kiinstlich selbst zu setzen. Dann wird das Gas schlicht
woanders als in Europa verkauft. Diesen Vorschlag diirfen die Staats- und Regierungschefs morgen getrost ignorieren —
er schadet, statt zu helfen. Echte Entlastung schaffen wir, wenn wir den Markt erhalten, ohne den Druck an Menschen
und Unternehmen weiterzugeben. Also, Nein zu einem Briisseler Gaspreisdeckel und Ja zu einer befristeten Gaspreis-
bremse.

Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, for a growing number of Europeans, making ends meet is becoming a real
headache. It is no longer simply paying skyrocketing energy bills, it is also dealing with a shopping cart, with climbing
food prices and facing mortgage repayments as rates soar.

Putin now has to use energy as a weapon against our economy, and we should have been prepared for that. But we
weren't, we chose to be shackled to Putin’s gas and at the next European Council you will again have to discuss how to
deal with the ongoing energy crisis.

But beyond discussions, it’s time to take decisions. Time passes, social concern grows and winter is approaching. Yes, we
will need to reduce demand while ensuring security of supply, but we will also have to take courageous decisions to
contain energy prices. Joint purchases won't be enough. We need to both cap gas prices for a longer time and decouple
them from electricity prices.

We need to impose windfall taxes on the energy companies, and all this without reneging on our climate goals, whether
for 2030 or 2050. We have to stay true to our commitments: phasing out fossil fuels — not just Russian ones — and
speeding up renewables.

And finally, if each Member State does its own thing, if only the states with the greatest fiscal margin can afford to
implement powerful social shields, then we will deepen again territorial inequalities.

We need coherent and coordinated action at EU level. We need solidarity and we need the European Commission to
take the lead. Yesterday’s proposals are welcome, but we will need to show much more determination.

VORSITZ: KATARINA BARLEY

Vizeprisidentin

Jaak Madison (ID). — Madam President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, first of all, I agree, of course, most of you were
saying that we have to help Ukraine, Russia has to lose, there’s no clue. You're absolutely right.

Also to comment, some socialist friends who are blaming about the elections in Italy, I have to say that they are a free
democracy also in Italy and the people can choose whoever they want to, like it or not. And democracy can be like all
different ways. They can choose from the right wing, from the left wing, and it can’t be controlled, that it is a right
democracy only if the socialists are winning.

And also for the good colleague from Germany, I have to remind that, unfortunately, Greens were together in the
government in Germany with socialists, and that was your political choice to depend more and more on Russian gas.
And that’s the result now why we are in the problem. That’s your choice. You were together on the 20s, together with
the socialists, also with Gerhard Schroder in the government, and now we know that he was a Russian puppet.
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So don't blame our far right here, because, you know, I am also for you far right, but I'm the most anti-Russian guy
also, here in this House. 'm conservative, 'm normal conservative, but you're also like the left wing. I don't like the left
wing. I like normal conservative values, and I'm very different from you, but about the Russia policy, [ am the most anti-
Russian guy here, just to answer for you.

But about now the crisis, what we will see in this winter, the problem is that we can’t win two wars at the same time -
the war against Russia and a war against so-called climate change. Because the plans now from the Commission, what it
is like, just to hope for the renewable energy, it means that for the sun and wind, the problem is that it will not work in
the short term, probably also not in the long term.

So the problem is that we really need to support the nuclear energy. We really need to support like the normal energy
technologies that we have, that we have used, to secure our own companies, our own people in Europe for this winter
or for the next winters. That's the only solution for how to save our economy in Europe and how to win Russia.

Roberts Zile (ECR). — Priekssédétajas kundze! Ministra kungs! Komisara kungs! Sis ir laiks, kad Eiropadomei japienem
istermina risinajumi loti strauji, ar lémumiem. Un, ja nebiis $ie istermina risindgjumi, tad nav loti liela jega sagaidit
ilgtermina sasniedzamos mérkus un tapéc tikai ka piemérus divus papildu uzdevumus Eiropadomes dienas kartiba. Ja
ir doma paredzet stingru atbildi Krievijai, ja vini lietos kimiskos ierocus vai atomierocus Ukraina, tikpat stingrai atbildei
jabiit jau tagad, jo tas, ko Krievija dara, iznicinot Ukrainas infrastrukttiru, faktiski ir iesp&ams, ar tragiskakam sekam,
neka pat, ja ta lietotu Sos nekonvencialos ierocus. Tapéc atbildei jabait arkartigi stingrai jau tagad Padomes limeni. Un
otrs piemérs par specidlo tribunalu Krievijas noziegumiem Ukraina. Ja tads nebs, tad ari pat tad, ja Ukraina atspiedis
Krieviju atpaka] savas teritorijas, kas ir okupétas, tad tas blis nevis miers, bet iesaldéts kars. Bez §i speciala tribunala. Un
par energopolitiku Komisija daudz ko ir izstradajusi, un Padomei ir japienem ari $ie lémumi. Lai varbat vini nav pilnigi,
bet, ja tie netiek piepemti, tad nav jégas runat par Eiropas nakotnes konventu vai tamlidzigam témam, jo tam nav
nozimes, ja nevar pienemt energopolitikas Istermina lémumus.

Idoia Villanueva Ruiz (The Left). — Sefiora presidenta, tras ocho meses de guerra, los efectos del conflicto se dejan
sentir en todo el mundo: subidas desbocadas de los precios de la energia y de los alimentos.

Hoy repetimos que la mejor solucién para poner freno a la inflacién es la apuesta decidida por la paz y por nuestra
soberania energética y alimentaria. El Consejo debe impulsar lo que es ya consenso: poner un tope a todo el gas,
también al importado de Arabia Saudi o Estados Unidos, acabar con los beneficios caidos del cielo, reformar el mercado
energético y acelerar el abandono de los combustibles fosiles.

«Esta guerra se ganard en el campo de batalla. Les aniquilaremos». Ayer me preguntaron si las declaraciones de Borrell
son a titulo personal o son en nombre de la Comisién, y no supe qué responder. Diganmelo ustedes. Si son solo en
boca del jefe de la diplomacia europea, deberfa de irse inmediatamente. Y, si son en nombre de toda la Comision, ¢qué
estdn haciendo? ;A dénde nos lleva esto? Dejen de jugar a los seflores de la guerra. Sean firmes, pero intensifiquen la
labor diplomatica. Llamen al alto el fuego, impulsen una mesa de negociacion que ponga fin a un conflicto que estd
causando miles de muertes, millones de personas desplazadas y que estd agravando el sufrimiento de tantas personas
que no van a poder pagar la factura de la luz.

De un lado al otro de Europa, el sufrimiento puede volverse insoportable. ¢A qué estdn esperando?

Marton Gyongyosi (NI). — Madam President, colleagues, Ms von der Leyen was right to stress the importance of unity
and solidarity. But, as she probably realises, there are some saboteurs amongst our ranks that support sanctions in
Brussels, but rail against them in their home country, undermining the credibility of our alliance.

While sanctions work and we are right to adopt each package so far, until this war ends EU leaders should explore new
ways to limit Russia’s ability to wage war, build its weapons arsenal, especially its high-tech military capabilities. This is
the only way this war will end.
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Those proposals that target ordinary Russian citizens like a visa ban, are misguided and counterproductive. But sanctions
that limit Russia’s access to military technology will bring us closer to ending this war. In this respect, the EU should
consider sanctioning each and every country that acquires Russian military technology or cooperates on military tech-
nology with Russian companies.

It's time to make it clear for Iran, China and India that their involvement in helping Russia circumvent Western sanc-
tions is a red line.

Siegfried Muresan (PPE). - Madam President, Commissioner, Minister, dear colleagues, it is clear that the people of
Europe are expecting from us solutions to the problems that they are facing — energy insecurity, inflation, high prices.
And the first thing that I would like to say is: timing is of the essence. Our solutions are only good if we manage to
implement them fast.

This is why, Commissioner, we are welcoming the proposals put forward by President von der Leyen in the area of
energy. But their fast implementation is of the essence, particularly when it comes to the common purchase and storage
of gas. We have been asking for this as a Parliament since September 2021. Please work with the Council to push the
Council Minister you as well to implement this fast. This will only help the people if implemented fast. My first point.

My second point. We have to support Ukraine in the short and medium-term, including financially. Europe has to be at
the lead of the financial support to Ukraine. It would be a geopolitical damage to the European Union in the long-term
if other corners of the world support Ukraine financially more than we do.

We as European Parliament have to be aware of the limited possibilities of the European budget. This is why,
Commissioner, please work with the Member States that they also chip in and we should do from the EU budget as
much as we can without damaging the other financial priorities of the Union.

Tonino Picula (S&D). - Madam President, Mr Commissioner, Russian aggression against Ukraine and its multiple
consequences remains our focal point, as it should. The most urgent remains energy prices. Taxation of excessive profits,
joint purchase, and reallocation of unused EU funding are valid proposals. We need fast, innovative, and common
solutions.

But we should apply the same strategy and decisiveness to our foreign policy. Increased political, economic and military
assistance is essential to help Ukraine and to tackle all other crises caused by Russian aggression too. Illegal referenda,
annexation, and the latest attacks on civilians require a severe economic and political response with further sanctions.

The last point on the agenda is relations with China following the Communist Party Congress. The framework and
definition of our relations with China will directly affect our future as it's the best test of our geopolitical ambitions
for a strategically autonomous EU. A strong, resilient, and united Union is always the proper answer.

Dita Charanzovd (Renew). — Madam President, Commissioner, Minister, my plea today on the energy crisis is very
simple. One: speed up, move from words to action. This cannot be yet another summit to agree that we will agree in
the future. Countering the volatility of gas prices, joint procurement are good proposals, but we have been debating
these measures already for months. But these are still just proposals. We are still stuck in the technicalities.

Two: please ensure a fair level playing field for all European companies in the internal market. The German gas industry
is affected by this crisis in the same way as the Czech gas industry is. However, we should not have a German or Czech
plan on how to keep these sectors running. What we need is a European plan and we need it now.

Ville Niinisto (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, it is now time for self defence of democracy. We as a European Union
cannot be side-tracked into inner division. But we must stand and face in solidarity aggression of Russia, both in
supporting Ukraine, but also in the effect it has on our economies and our energy security.
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The Greens welcome the possibilities for joint gas purchases proposed by the Commission, but this is only a first
necessary step needed to bring the energy prices down. Now it's up to the EU Member States also to unite Europe
and jointly work on hastening the exit from dependency on imported fossil fuels and especially gas. We can still do
more to reduce gas demand and increase energy savings this winter. This is the most meaningful action we can do to
avoid the energy crisis.

Has the Commission counted how much fossil gas contracts and investments are still done in the EU, especially from
Russia? We can do more to reduce this demand, and we also need to invest massively in renewables and energy
efficiency. Therefore, we really need a large investment programme in delivering the REPowerEU, but, dear
Commission, this time it solely needs to be on renewables and not on fossil investments. We cannot derail the green
deal by continuing dependence on fossil gas.

Russian aggression and sabotage is not causing disruption only on the energy markets and economy, but also tries to
create disorder and instability in our democracies. We have seen within Europe politics of threatening human rights,
women’s rights and environmental and climate action that would actually weaken our resolve in solving the energy
crisis.

These are politics of division, and it's exactly what Putin wants. So progress does not happen automatically. We all must
stay alert to protect our democracies. A lot is at stake.

Harald Vilimsky (ID). — Frau Prisidentin, meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren! Lassen Sie mich zunichst die Freude
dariiber zum Ausdruck bringen, dass in Italien ein Mitte-Rechts-Biindnis jetzt in die Zielgerade einer Regierung geht und
damit auch unser politischer Freund Matteo Salvini, der als einer der Schutzherren in Europa fir die europdische Identi-
tdt gilt, hier mit an Bord ist. Genauso freue ich mich, dass im Norden Europas, in Schweden, hier ein Mitte-Rechts-
Biindnis nun eine Regierung formiert mit Unterstiitzung der Schwedendemokraten und auch im Norden Europas
Normalitit Einzug halten kann, genauso etwa wie in Ungarn jetzt Viktor Orbdn.

Ich weifl, Sie horen das alles nicht gerne, aber es ist Realitit, bedingt durch Demokratie in Europa. Wie in Ungarn mit
einem Viktor Orbdn in einer absoluten Mehrheit dort Politik betrieben werden kann, die gerichtet ist gegen viele Fehler,
wie sie hier entstehen, und mit einem Erstarken der AfD in Deutschland oder der VOX-Partei in Spanien: Hier geht
Europa immer mehr in eine Wenderichtung, und das ist gut so.

Ich frage mich, wieso bei den Sitzungen des Rates, wo hier Ukraine und Russland immer Thema ist, eine andere
Thematik hier so unter den Tisch gekehrt wird, und das ist die illegale Migration. Wir haben dieses Jahr iiber
400 000 Asylantrdge hier auf dem Boden der Europdischen Union, 68 % mehr, als es im Vorjahr der Fall war. Seit
2015 diber 6 Millionen Menschen, die Asyl beantragt haben, was mehr als die Bevolkerung Irlands darstellt, obwohl wir
wissen, dass zwei Drittel davon nicht den Status als Fliichtlinge erhalten werden, auch nicht humanitir oder subsididr
schutzberechtigt sind und trotzdem zu zwei Dritteln hier einfach auf europiischem Boden bleiben. Ich halte das fiir eine
Gefahr. Mit dem Entstehen des europdischen Rechtsbiindnisses besteht hier die Chance, die Tore Europas zu schliefen
und den Menschen vor Ort zu helfen, anstatt Europa immer mehr in Richtung Kollaps zu fithren.

Carlo Fidanza (ECR). - Signora Presidente, Signor Commissario, signor Ministro, onorevoli colleghi, vorrei innanzitutto
rispondere alle dure parole della presidente Garcia Pérez sull'ltalia, rassicurando Lei e quest’Aula perché, vedete, il nuovo
Presidente del Senato italiano, Ignazio La Russa, ai tempi della Merkel, di cui si ¢ molto parlato, era ministro della Difesa
di un partito che esprimeva in quest‘Aula 29 deputati di un gruppo che ¢ il gruppo del Partito popolare europeo, e
questo non ha causato nessun dubbio e nessuna minaccia per la democrazia europea. Quindi, quando parliamo dell'Tta-
lia, cerchiamo di conoscere i fatti, la verita, di rispettare il popolo italiano, la democrazia italiana e adesso anche le
istituzioni italiane.
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Ma torniamo a noi. Servono risposte efficaci e non piu rinviabili, dobbiamo andare piu in fretta per avere meccanismi
piu efficaci, perché, vedete, non ¢ pit tempo di indugiare. Serve un meccanismo concreto di solidarieta, non possiamo
accontentarci del fatto che si concedono maggiori margini sugli aiuti di Stato, perché questi non garantiranno il level
playing field del mercato interno. Non possiamo accontentarci di meccanismi indefiniti e troppo in ritardo perché
abbiamo gia perso molto tempo. Oggi, in queste ore, i prezzi del gas sono bassi, ma presto torneranno a rialzarsi se
noi non attueremo correttivi stabili che possano consentire ai governi nazionali di dare risposte concrete ai cittadini e
alle imprese in difficolta.

Non ¢ piti tempo di rinvii, ¢ tempo di azione e di ambizione, visto che spesso si usa in maniera impropria questa parola
in quest'Aula.

Marc Botenga (The Left). — Voorzitter, in Antwerpen stierven een moeder en dochter door CO-vergiftiging omdat ze
met een barbecue in huis verwarmden. Ook in Brussel, hoofdstad van de Europese Unie, werden een moeder en twee
kinderen met CO-vergiftiging naar het ziekenhuis afgevoerd omdat ze uit angst voor de hoge prijzen binnenshuis een
barbecue gebruikten voor verwarming.

Wat hoor ik dan van de Europese instellingen, van vertegenwoordigers van de Raad, van de Commissie? Dat we de
prijzen niet te veel moeten laten dalen, omdat dat mensen anders zou kunnen aanzetten om te veel, om meer te gaan
consumerer.

Nee maar! In welke wereld leven jullie? Even serieus, wat is dat? Zijn dat die salarissen van 32 000 EUR waardoor jullie
niet meer beseffen wat er in de wereld omgaat? Bakkerijen sluiten, slagerijen sluiten... De mensen zijn wanhopig! We
moeten nu de prijzen naar beneden brengen en de multinationals — die voor jullie heilige multinationals— doen betalen.
Dat is nu de kwestie!

Francesca Donato (NI). — Madam President, (start of speech off microphone) meeting the Council will reaffirm the EU
military, humanitarian and financial assistance to Ukraine. The Commission could propose a more structural solution by
granting Ukraine EUR 1.5 billion per month in 2023.

As for military aid, the EU has so far provided EUR 2.5 billion to Ukraine and the Foreign Affairs Council a few days
ago agreed an additional EUR 500 million and a new EU military assistance mission for Ukraine with an envelope of
EUR 106 million. How will this new expenditure be justified in front of the European Court of Auditors, which in its
last audit report has issued an adverse opinion on EU budget expenditure, and on this precise chapter explicitly recom-
mends the Commission to take appropriate action to reduce outstanding commitments in the long term?

Moreover, after adopting eight packages of sanctions on Russia, the European Council wishes to introduce additional
sanctions that, as previous ones did, will just heavily harm EU citizens and assets. At the same time, the only concrete
measures so far introduced to contain high energy prices is just rationing to curb demand, which will lead to further
downturn in economic dynamics.

We are on the edge of an abyss. Shall we dive into it to understand that it will kill us?

Frances Fitzgerald (PPE). - Madam President, Commissioner, | welcome the moves towards a real energy union. The
cost of living crisis is more than statistics. You are right, tackling the cost of living and the pressures all too real on
businesses and families. Start with tackling the cost of energy.

I welcome yesterday’s Commission proposal to further manage the cost of gas and to increase EU joint procurement of
energy. We must, however, be ever alert to threats to competitiveness during this period and respond quickly. However,
Europe can and must do more to alleviate the suffering of our most vulnerable citizens, right now. We need to urgently
consider further integrating our energy grids to maximise energy sovereignty and protect EU citizens.

However, it is vital that any price cap does not lead to reducing energy supplies in Europe or deterring investment. The
EU Council must make significant and careful progress in developing a full and effective response when it meets.

We must ensure that EU citizens are protected from the worst consequences of Putin’s war and Putin’s winter. He is a
war criminal.
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Agnes Jongerius (S&D). — Voorzitter, het was niets onverwachts, maar teleurgesteld was ik wel in het nieuwe werk-
programma van de Commissie. Sociale wetgeving heeft duidelijk geen prioriteit, terwijl we in de grootste sociaal-econo-
mische crisis sinds tijden zitten.

Nu kan ik de Commissie daar wel de schuld van geven, maar u en ik weten natuurlijk allebei dat de Raad de grootste
dwarsligger is als het gaat om sociale wetgeving. Zo is er een tijdelijke deeltijd-WW mogelijk geweest, maar de beloofde
permanente regeling blijft uit. Er komt een voorstel voor meer sociale vangnetten, maar verder dan een aanbeveling gaat
het niet.

Mijn oproep aan de Raad, morgen en overmorgen, is dan ook de volgende: verhoog de lonen, investeer meer in een
sociaal klimaatfonds en hervorm de energiemarkt. Laat eindelijk nou eens een keer de mensen centraal staan en niet de
markt.

Frédérique Ries (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, c’'est un Conseil européen crucial qui
débute demain a Bruxelles. Il y a bien évidemment cette escalade de la guerre de terreur de Vladimir Poutine en Ukraine.
Mais je veux parler ici de cette guerre sur I'énergie qu'il méne chez nous, des prix du gaz et de I'électricité qui s'envolent,
de ces familles en Europe, de ces artisans, de ces bouchers, de ces PME, de ces collectivités qui n’y arrivent plus, qui en
meurent.

Cette fois, les propositions sont sur la table et je pense en premier aux achats groupés — I'évidence absolue. Deux
remarques toutefois, Monsieur le Commissaire: 15 %, vraiment 15 %? Alors que nous avons réussi cette solidarité d’achat
massive avec les vaccins? Je ne compare pas 'un et l'autre, mais ¢a parait dérisoire. Et surtout, surtout, pourquoi reporter
cette mesure au printemps 2023? Elle a été mise sur la table il y a un an presque jour pour jour, par le premier ministre
espagnol Pedro Sanchez — 18 mois, c’est une éternité; en temps de crise, c'est une faute. Idem pour le nouvel indice
adapté a la réalité de notre approvisionnement, c'est-a-dire 30 % de gaz naturel liquéfié. Pourquoi, 1a aussi, attendre
encore six mois?

Alors, on veut bien se rassurer: pour cet hiver, nos réservoirs sont pleins — 92 %, a dit M™ la présidente. Mais a quel
prix? Nous n'avons pas, nous n‘avons plus le luxe du temps, Monsieur le Commissaire.

Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, c’est notre dépendance aux énergies fossiles qui nous a placés
entre les mains de Poutine, qui a fait exploser les factures et qui détruit la seule planéte que nous ayons. Alors ne
répétons pas les erreurs du passé. Sous couvert de nous libérer du gaz russe, vous préparez aujourd’hui notre dépen-
dance au gaz de schiste américain, au Qatar ou encore a I'’Azerbaidjan, au mépris de 'Arménie. Le tout en accélérant le
déreglement climatique, en fermant les yeux sur le fait que le coat de la vie augmentera inexorablement avec le dépla-
cement des limites planétaires.

La solution réside dans la capacité des Etats membres a dégager ensemble les milliards nécessaires a la transition écolo-
gique. Ce dont nous avons besoin, c’est d’objectifs contraignants de notre réduction de consommation d’énergie et de la
date butoir de 2035 pour nous libérer enfin du gaz tout court. Et de garantir aussi que ce seront les plus gros consom-
mateurs et non pas les ménages qui fourniront les efforts nécessaires. Industrie, agro-industrie, jets privés ou encore
tourisme spatial: certains ne consomment pas I'énergie, ils la consument. Or, I'énergie la moins chere est celle que I'on
ne consomme pas. Ce sont leurs efforts qui garantiront le droit a I'énergie des citoyennes et des citoyens.

L'enjeu n’est pas de savoir qui mettra un pull cet hiver, mais comment nous pouvons aller vers une sobriété juste qui
permettra a chacun de vivre dignement.

Robert Roos (ECR). — Voorzitter, het leven wordt voor veel mensen in Europa onbetaalbaar. De EU wijt het allemaal
aan Poetin. Zijn oorlog is schandalig, maar de inflatiecrisis is het directe gevolg van de ondoordachte energietransitie.
We hebben niet geinvesteerd in schone kernenergie, wel in onbetrouwbare zon en wind. Dat maakt ons athankelijk van
Poetin. De rest is geschiedenis.

Nu komt de Commissie met een prijsplafond. Lagere lasten zijn nodig, maar een prijsplafond is geen langetermijnoplos-
sing. Het echte probleem is een gebrek aan aanbod van energie. Dit moeten we vergroten.
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Een voorbeeld van hoe het niet moet: naief Duitsland besluit alle kerncentrales in april te sluiten. Dan een voorbeeld van
hoe het wél moet: de nieuwe realistische Zweedse coalitie zet volop in op de bouw van nieuwe kerncentrales; het verbod
op de herstart van gesloten kerncentrales wordt afgeschaft.

Als JA21-fractievoorzitter wil ik ook onze vrienden van Fratelli dTtalia feliciteren. lk heb goede hoop dat ook Italié
kernenergie gaat omarmen. Het toont aan dat conservatieve samenwerking loont. Daar blijf ik mij namens mijn partij
voor inzetten.

Milan Uhrik (NI). - V4Zend pani predsedajtica, vaZeny pan eurokomisar Sef¢ovi¢, pdn minister — ten tu teraz nie je. 21.
jila zaradila Rada na eurépsky protirusky sankény zoznam obcana Slovenskej republiky pdna Jozefa Hambaélka. Pin
Hambdlek sa tak stal jedinym Eurdpanom, ktory je zaradeny na proti ruskom zozname, kedZe vSetci ostatni obcania
na tom zozname su, prirodzene, ob¢ania Ruskej federdcie. Na zdklade tohto rozhodnutia boli pdnovi Hambélkovi zablo-
kované bankové ucty, boli mu zhabané autd, bol odpojeny od plynu, od elektriny, skritka bol existen¢ne zlikvidovany a
navySe dostal zdkaz pohybu a pobytu na tzemi Eurépskej tnie, Co je totdlne pravny nonsens, kedZe je ob¢anom
Slovenskej republiky a toto sa ani nedd naplnit. Doteraz nikto nevysvetlil, na zdklade akej poziadavky a akych argumen-
tov bol pan Hambdlek na protirusky sankény zoznam zaradeny. Slovenské orgdny sa od toho diStancuji, Rada mi uz
dva mesiace na otdzky neodpovedd. Chcem Vis preto poprosit, pan Sefcovic, aby ste sa na tento pripad pozreli, pretoze
v dvadsiatom prvom storo¢i povazujem za neakceptovatelné, aby boli obcania Eurdpskej tnie zaradovani na nejaké
politické sank¢éné zoznamy a ndsledne existen¢ne likvidovani bez moznosti verejného procesu, bez moZnosti obhajoby
a bez riadneho stidneho rozhodnutia.

Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, as vitimas da guerra de agressdo da Rissia e dos ataques brutais dos tltimos
dias sdo, naturalmente, as cidadis e os cidaddos ucranianos, mas em toda a Europa nds sofremos as consequéncias desta
guerra e Putin vai explorar essas consequéncias.

N6s vemos como as classes mais vulnerdveis, mas também as classes médias nos nossos paises, estdo a sofrer com a
subida do prego da energia, dos combustiveis, com o aumento dos juros que, no meu pais, em Portugal, é um problema
gravissimo, com o aumento da pobreza, que também tem vindo a ser um facto em Portugal.

E a pergunta que se faz é: o que fazem os grandes paises europeus? O governo socialista, verde, liberal, alemdo, estes trés
partidos, que se dizem soliddrios europeus, fazem um pacote de 200 mil milhdes de EUR s6 para a Alemanha, distor-
cendo a concorréncia e a competicio no mercado interno. E, a0 mesmo tempo, a Franca, em que o Sr. Presidente
Macron diz que é o maior amigo da Europa, continua a boicotar a construgio das interconexdes energéticas entre a
Peninsula Ibérica e o continente europeu.

E isto ndo ¢ solidariedade europeia, isto ¢ o contrario do espirito europeu e, aqui, 0 Renew tem que dizer se estd ao lado
do Sr. Macron ou se estd contra o Sr. Macron nesta atitude antieuropeia.

Dan Nica (S&D). - Doamna presedintd, domnule vicepresedinte Seféovi¢, as vrea sd salut (pentru cd s-au anuntat cateva
lucruri care sunt importante pentru toatd lumea de citre Comisia Europeand, cel putin pe surse) si anume faptul cd vom
avea un mecanism comun de achizitie a gazelor, cd vom avea un fel de mecanism care si prevind speculatiile si volati-
litatea excesivd a preturilor la electricitate si la gaze, cd vom avea ceva si despre taxarea profiturilor exceptionale, dar
vreau sd ii transmiteti un mesaj doamnei presedinte Ursula von der Leyen: nu vorbeste nimic de inflatie, nu vorbeste
nimic de cresterea preturilor. $i, ultima datd cAnd am verificat, 80 % din inflatie vine de la cresterea preturilor din
energie, lar masura care trebuia luatd era sd nu existe aceste profituri exceptionale. Si aceastd masurd trebuie luatd si
acum, pentru ci degeaba sau e bine ci taxdm veniturile exceptionale, profiturile exceptionale, dar daci ele se intampld in
fiecare lund, de un an de zile, cum le mai putem numi exceptionale ? Nu cumva asta a devenit regula si faptul cd cineva
plateste acest tip de profituri exceptionale ? Fie cd o brutirie care isi inchide portile, fie o oteldrie, cici s-au inchis vreo
40 de milioane de tone de capacitate de otel din Uniunea Europeand, acest lucru nu cumva distruge si economia, si
inflatia pe cealaltd parte? Trebuie luatd ideea acestei masuri acum, cdnd nu este prea tirziu.
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Nicola Danti (Renew). — Signora Presidente, signor Vicepresidente della Commissione, signor Ministro, onorevoli col-
leghi, le soluzioni per affrontare con efficacia le sfide urgenti del presente sono sul tavolo da diversi mesi.

Da tempo infatti parliamo del tetto al prezzo del gas, di disaccoppiare i prezzi, di una riforma del mercato dell'energia
elettrica, ma con difficolta la Commissione e il Consiglio stanno riuscendo a farle proprie. Abbiamo le ricette, abbiamo
gli strumenti, manca lo spirito, quello spirito che ha animato la lotta al Covid, quella volonta politica che, solo due anni
fa, ha spinto 'Europa a imboccare la strada della solidarieta. Non sono le risorse a mancare, ma una politica che sappia
guardare al domani e dare risposte concrete.

Davanti alle famiglie in difficolta nel pagare le bollette energetiche, davanti alle imprese, costrette a fermare la produ-
zione, davanti ai sindaci, che devono far fronte alla nuova poverta, non bastano buone intenzioni, serve l'unita che ci ha
fatto vincere la pandemia e che domani ci permettera di vincere gli egoismi che, nostro malgrado, rischiano di essere piu
pericolosi della guerra.

Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Madam President, the Recovery Fund, aka ‘Death Generation EU’, almost doubled the EU’s
expenses. That fund cures economic hangovers like vodka helps an alcoholic start his day. It sets a dangerous precedent
— just impose the costs of the next crisis to the EU level.

You claim recovery, but all you did was pile more debt on already over-indebted economies and misallocated funds to
Brussels pet projects. The Italian and French Commissioners are having a field day. They're already clamouring for the
next round of handouts, or, to quote Ursula von der Leyen herself, ‘more European funding’. You love to hear those
words, don’t you?

And who will pay for those new EU taxes to fund this debt-addicted party? Sven Svensson. Before you come back for
another handout, you should cut inefficient subsidy programmes and redistributed funds, because if you don't, Sven
Svensson won't only refuse to pay the next tab, he'll walk out the bar. And don’t be shocked if Mette Nielsen and Juha
Mikinen walk out with him too.

Jorg Meuthen (NI). — Frau Prasidentin, werte Kollegen! Krieg in der Ukraine, Energickrise und die hochste Preissteige-
rungsrate seit Jahrzehnten. Wir alle erleben Phinomene in Europa, die lingst iiberwunden schienen, wo viele gehofft
und geglaubt hatten, das kommt nie wieder — Krieg, Versorgungsengpasse, heftige Inflation. Die Politik muss in dieser
Lage handeln, und es kommt mehr denn je darauf an, dass sie in dieser komplexen Lage richtig handelt.

Die Entscheidungstriger in der EU folgen allesamt meist dem Impuls, den Problemen mit Unmengen an Geld auf Pump
zu begegnen. Diesem Impuls sollte man in der aktuellen Lage jedoch zwingend widerstehen. Es wire ein schwerer Fehler,
in Zeiten einer vollig aus dem Ruder laufenden Inflation um jeden Preis Wachstum generieren zu wollen. Ich warne mit
Nachdruck davor, seitens der EU weitere milliardenschwere schuldenfinanzierte Programme aufzulegen, um noch mehr
Geld, mit noch mehr Schulden, in den Markt zu pumpen. Das ist jetzt der vollig falsche Weg. So wird die Inflation nur
noch weiter steigen. Wir brauchen nun schnell hohe Leitzinsen. Die USA haben das iibrigens richtig erkannt. Die beste
Medizin ist oft auch die bitterste. Wir miissen jetzt eine gewisse Rezession in Kauf nechmen, um die Inflation schnellst-
moglich zu senken — im Interesse von Millionen Verbrauchern in Europa. Erst dann, danach, kann es wieder aufwirts-
gehen.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). - Madam President, Vice-President Seféovi¢, Minister Bek, ahead of the Council summit. I would
like to praise the mediation efforts of President Michel between Armenia and Azerbaijan. It is a good example where the
European Council plays a role in providing a platform for warring parties and supports the dialogue towards sustainable
peace.

Unfortunately, similar European efforts of preventive diplomacy are lacking in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Actions such as
high-level mediation are needed to stabilise the situation and conclude the final agreement on the necessary electoral
reform.

The recent Commission recommendation labelled it as the ‘utmost priority’, and so it is for EU Member State Croatia
and for European peace and security in general. We need to find to find this just solution for the electoral law that will
take into account all three communities and other citizens of a country that went through a terrible war and is still the
living consequences of this tragedy.
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We should not let our transatlantic partners do our job. Let us take our responsibilities and not leave this country up to
an experiment and too cold winter for all of those who are left beyond the borders of European Union.

Jens Geier (S&D). — Frau Présidentin, Herr Vizeprasident, Herr Minister! Let's bring the bills down. Lasst uns die Rech-
nungen runterbringen. Das sollte die Uberschrift iiber der kommenden Ratstagung sein. Was hilft dabei? Manahmen
zur Preissenkung und zur Eindimmung der Spekulation.

Ja, alternative Benchmarks sind ein Anfang, aber allein wohl kaum geeignet, nachhaltige Preissenkungen zu erreichen.
Wir brauchen die Entkopplung der Preise von Gas und Strom, mindestens solange die Versorgungskrise anhilt. Wir
brauchen Preisgrenzen — ja natiirlich — fur Mindestkontingente von Energie. Das verbindet Verldsslichkeit fir Verbrau-
cherinnen und Verbraucher, Betriebe und energieintensive Industrien mit Sparanreizen. Wir brauchen die Finanzierung
durch abgeschopfte Zufallsgewinne. Damit kann der Schutz der Verwundbarsten erreicht werden.

Diese Gruppen brauchen die Sicherheit, dass sie im Verlauf der Energieversorgungskrise nicht von Gas und Strom
abgetrennt werden. Es ist ein Baustein europdischer Solidaritdt, das SURE-Instrument iiber den Dezember 2022 fortzu-
setzen und die Resilienz der europdischen Arbeitslosenversicherung zu verlingern. Gemeinsame Beschaffung und der
Ausbau der Infrastruktur, die Liickenschliisse, die H2-ready sein sollten — das sollen die Antworten sein.

Adridn Vizquez Lizara (Renew). — Sefiora presidenta, mafiana hard justo un afio que se reunié el Consejo en octubre
de 2021. Las prioridades de aquella reunién fueron el despliegue de las vacunas, la recuperacion de los viajes y el
reconocimiento de certificados para futuras emergencias sanitarias.

Ha pasado solo un afio, pero parece que haya un mundo de diferencia: la guerra de Ucrania, la situacion econémica y
social... La realidad ha cambiado mucho y ha cambiado muy rdpido. Solo se repite en esa lista de prioridades la subida
de los precios de la energia, que hace un afio era una amenaza incipiente y hoy es una realidad que preocupa a millones
de ciudadanos europeos a las puertas del invierno.

Vicepresidente, ha llegado la hora del pragmatismo y eso significa dar respuestas ya, no solo prometerlas; significa
anteponer los resultados a la ideologia y, sobre todo, anteponer el bienestar de los ciudadanos europeos a grandes
ideas o ambiciones.

Llevamos casi un afio de crisis energética y se han propuesto muchas cosas, pero la factura no ha dejado de subir.
Hemos gastado mucho dinero en subsidios a energias que han ido a cualquier sitio menos a los hogares de los ciuda-
danos europeos. Es hora de que se tomen decisiones y de que realmente mostremos resultados.

Geert Bourgeois (ECR). — Voorzitter, onzekere economische tijden vergen ook oplossingen op lange termijn en de EU
koppelde terecht structurele hervormingen aan het herstelfonds. Maar waar blijven de EU-hervormingen? Voor wanneer
de voltooiing van de interne markt, die tot 9 % groei van het bbp zou kunnen opleveren? Voor wanneer de broodnodige
nieuwe handelsverdragen die nieuwe markten toegankelijker kunnen maken en ons minder afhankelijk kunnen maken?
Voor wanneer het actieplan voor onze kmo’s en groei?

Zet dus volop in op onderzoek en ontwikkeling, innovatie en duurzame groei. Graaf daarbij geen nieuwe schuldenput
die onze kinderen en kleinkinderen zullen betalen. Voer integendeel grondige hervormingen door die niets kosten maar
duurzame groei verzekeren.

Wij rekenen op het Tsjechische voorzitterschap om de impasse te doorbreken.

Angelika Niebler (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Vizeprisident der Kommission, Herr Minister, liebe Kolleginnen, liebe
Kollegen! Seit Beginn des brutalen russischen Angriffskrieges gegen die Ukraine begleitet uns die Frage: Welche
Maflnahmen koénnen wir ergreifen, damit Energie in Europa bezahlbar bleibt und die Hduser im anstehenden Winter
nicht kalt werden? Ich denke, unsere Menschen und Betriebe erwarten konkrete Antworten von uns.
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Ich freue mich, dass endlich Vorschlige der Kommission hierzu auf dem Tisch liegen, um Verbraucher und Haushalte
zu entlasten. Einige von diesen Mafnahmen aber sind lingst iiberfillig, beispielsweise der Vorschlag zum gemeinsamen
Einkauf von Gas. Endlich ist er da — letztlich acht Monate zu spit. Aber wenn wir einen Uberbietungswettbewerb beim
Einkauf von Gas unter den Mitgliedstaaten verhindern wollen, dann brauchen wir da eine gemeinsame Aktion auf
europdischer Ebene. Das Gleiche gilt fiir die Deckelung des Gaspreises.

Was aber jetzt auch noch ganz, ganz dringend kommen muss, ist, unsere Betriebe zu entlasten. Wettbewerbsfahigkeit
soll gestiarkt werden. Die Kommissionsprisidentin hat heute hierzu ja den einen oder anderen Vorschlag gemacht. Ich
glaube, es ist wichtig, alles auf den Prifstand zu stellen. Wir sind jetzt in einer Situation, in der wir in einer Art
Kriegswirtschaft leben, und deshalb ist es wichtig, die wichtigen Dinge zuerst zu machen und das eine oder andere
Dossier und Thema vielleicht auch erst nichstes Jahr anzugehen. Priorisieren ist das, was notwendig ist. Wir haben
schon genug Zeit verloren, und ich denke nochmals: Unsere Menschen haben Antworten von uns verdient.

Maria-Manuel Leitdo-Marques (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, quase todas as crises que conhecemos na histdria agrava-
ram desigualdades e remeteram a pobreza até os que jd se tinham livrado dela. Foi assim na crise financeira de 2008, a
qual a Unido Europeia respondeu com austeridade e lembramo-nos todos dos efeitos dos efeitos nefastos que isso teve
nos Estados-Membros e, sobretudo, na imagem da Europa.

Na crise pandémica recente, a Unido respondeu com solidariedade e isso reforcou a sua relevancia perante todos os
cidaddos. Nesta crise a resposta tem de ser a mesma, concreta, célere, soliddria e criativa. £ esta a orientacdo politica que
esperamos do Conselho Europeu e das restantes instituicdes, com olhos postos nos cidaddos. Precisamos de controlar os
precos da energia e de a comprar de forma conjunta, como fizemos com as vacinas, de flexibilizar o uso dos fundos
europeus, de servicos publicos refor¢ados, de transportes ptiblicos baratos, em suma, de respostas sociais melhores,
como estamos a fazer em Portugal.

O que ndo podemos permitir é que neste inverno haja familias que sejam confrontadas com a escolha entre comprar
comida ou manter a luz acesa.

Dacian Ciolos (Renew). — Doamna presedinti, am vdzut propunerile Comisiei privind limitarea pretului la gaze si
achizitiile grupate de gaz si, dacd aceste mdsuri vor fi puse in aplicare, cred cd sunt un pas important inainte pentru a
raspunde crizei provocate de Putin.

Vedem incd o datd cd statele membre incep si inteleagd incet-incet ¢i individualismul nu functioneazi in situatii de criza
si cd e important sd fim solidari. Solidaritatea aceasta nu poate fi decretatd doar prin regulamente. Trebuie si o simtim,
sd o Invdtdm si sd o aplicdm de acum inainte, de fiecare datd cand astfel de situatii sunt in fata noastrd i cred cd nu
trebuie sd ne limitdim doar la noi, Uniunea Europeand. Trebuie sd ne gandim si la vecinii nostri. Solidaritatea noastrd
trebuie sd fie demonstratid nu doar cu Ucraina, ci si cu Republica Moldova, si cu zona Balcanilor. Nu doar din senti-
mentul de legiturd cu aceste tdri, dar si pentru cd e interesul nostru si nu avem crize si acolo. $i mai trebuie si ne
gandim si la gazul care este folosit de anumite sectoare industriale. Md gandesc in primul rand la productia de ingrisi-
minte pentru agriculturd. Pe termen scurt, cel putin, trebuie sd nu ldsdm ca aceastd crizd a gazului sd creeze o noud crizd
alimentara.

Jan Zahradil (ECR). — Pani piedsedajici, pane mistopfedsedo, pane ministie, tady je to jak v malém Ceskoslovensku. Ale
ja myslim, ze Ceské predsednictvi jede dobfe, Ze si tady délime dobrou reklamu. Samozfejmé agendé dominuje Ukrajina
a energetickd krize.

J& mam k té nadchazejici Radé dva body: jednak [rdn — myslim, Ze se musime bavit o {rinu, af uz jako formalni bod na
agendé¢, nebo neformdlné. Nejenom proto, Ze touto zemi otidsaji nejvétsi veiejné protesty za nékolik poslednich let, ve
kterych jde o Zenskou rovnopravnost a lidskou rovnopravnost, ale také proto, Ze Irdn zacal dodévat zbrané Rusku proti
Ukrajiné. A to je véc, ke které nemtzeme mlcet, na kterou musime reagovat. Jestlize jsme dokdzali byt tvrdi a princi-
pidlni v piipadé Ruska, musime byt stejné tvrdi a principidlni i v pifpadé Iranu.

Druhd véc, za kterou bych se pfimlouval — odlozme, prosim, stranou zdlezitosti tykajici se zdvéri Konference o budouc-
nosti Evropy. Myslim, Ze neni ¢as na to se ted hrabat v pravidlech a ménit je. Mdme dost jiné prace, mdme dost jinych
problémii. Odsufime to nékam do budoucnosti.
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Dolors Montserrat (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, hay que aumentar la autonomia energética, plantar cara a Putin y
ayudar a Ucrania. Asi debe seguir siendo, con firmeza, pero hoy quiero hacerles una pregunta: sestamos haciendo todo
lo posible desde Europa para frenar la crisis econémica y energética? Los ciudadanos no lo ven asi, no pueden mds,
estan utilizando todos sus ahorros para ayudar a sus familias. Las empresas y sus trabajadores viven con el agua al cuello
por unos precios desorbitados que los arruinan.

Piensen en sus ciudadanos. Piensen en los fondos europeos, exijan transparencia, controlen que lleguen a la economia
real, algo que hoy no ocurre. Piensen en paises como Espafia: mientras los espafioles buscan en sus bolsillos cémo pagar
su cesta de la compra, la hipoteca de su casa, la factura de la luz, su Gobierno recauda mds impuestos que nunca y
mantiene la estructura gubernamental mds cara de la democracia.

Les pido urgencia y unidad en las medidas, una Europa fuerte energéticamente, conectada e integrada, y exigir a los
Gobiernos que estén a la altura y devuelvan a sus ciudadanos el dinero que recaudan de mds por la inflacion.

Pina Picierno (S&D). — Signora Presidente, signor Vicepresidente, signor Ministro, onorevoli colleghe e colleghi, la
resistenza coraggiosa del popolo ucraino, del suo legittimo governo, i nostri aiuti a Kiev, combinati alla pressione delle
sanzioni stanno piegando il Cremlino, la sua economia, la sua forza militare violenta.

E la realta, in maniera piu chiara della propaganda di Putin, mostra ancora una volta che questa ¢ la strada che dob-
biamo percorrere e i leader europei devono agire con maggiore decisione in nome della nostra sicurezza collettiva, dei
nostri valori, della nostra unita.

Saluto naturalmente con favore la proposta per il price cap e per l'acquisto congiunto di gas, obiettivi chiave per alleviare
il peso della crisi energetica sulle famiglie e sulle imprese. Potevamo ambire sicuramente a misure pitt coraggiose, ma
alcuni egoismi nazionali ci hanno costretto ad accettare il minimo piuttosto che pretendere il massimo. Allora, da qui mi
rivolgo ai governi europei affinché definiscano quanto prima criteri per il funzionamento del price cap in nome di una
piena solidarieta europea.

Da ultimo, Vicepresidente, voglio ringraziare da qui Mario Draghi e il suo governo perché senza la sua esperienza
'Europa in questi mesi sarebbe stata molto, molto piu fragile.

Bayyé\nc Meipapakng (PPE). — Kupia Tpoedpe, 1 emikeipevn oUvodog tov Eupemalov nyetav ogeilet emtéloug va dooet
yevvaieg AUoeig o xpootdel otov Eupenaio mohit, o onoiog fAénet v ékpnén Tpev, Ty emortotkn kpiorn, Tov mMANdepiopo
kat aduvatel va ka\Uyper méov Tig Pactkéc Tou avaykes. Tpog auty v katelduvon yapetiCoupe T xVeown &kdeon g
Euponaikng Emtpomc.

'Opac, &youpe kaduoteprioet mapa moNU. Akodpn mpwv anod to kalokaipt eixape emonpdver o mpOPAnpa kat eixav katatedel
oToyeupEveg mpotaoels, Wiitepa and v eEAAVIKT KUPEpVION, yia T HEIOT) TGV TIHOV EVEpPYEINS. AQROapE, KOTO0O, &va
Mo\ peydho drdotnpa va mepdoel kat gracape N otov Yerpava yopic va xoupe Aafet kavéva pétpo. davtaoteite mog Ja
fuacTay Kt mOooUG vekpoug Ja petpoloape av elyape kaduoteproel TOc0 MONY kat pe ta gufoAa oto depa g mavdnpiac.
Tpénet Aowmov va kvndoUpe TOAU ypriyopa Kat 0T 6Uvodo Kopu@rg mpEmet va yivel aviiMmto ot dev undpyel Ao mepiddpro.
Tpénet va fpovpe AUoeig «xdec» yia va avakougicoupe tov Eupomaio moit autov tov yepova. H Eveon npénet va enifefard-
0gL TOV pONO TG KOVTpa 0€ €DVIKA KAl EYOIOTIKG OUPQEPOVTA Kat va kavel Tpakr v eupwnaik aAAnAeyyun mou mepipével o
Eupwnaiog moitng.

Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D). — Madame la Présidente, chers colléegues, un leader se bat pour le diamant, l'autre se bat
pour le luxe, le troisi¢éme se bat pour I'uranium. Il y en a marre de ces négociations de marchands de tapis, de chefs de
gouvernement qui agissent en VRP de secteurs privés. Cela affaiblit nos démocraties, cela affaiblit nos sanctions. Lorsque
la guerre fait rage, il est vital pour la cité que l'intérét général prime a nouveau sur les intéréts particuliers.

Alors, comment accepter que de grands groupes européens continuent a faire de l'argent avec le régime russe? Comment
tolérer, par exemple, que Total tire des bénéfices astronomiques de ses parts dans Novatek, fournisseur de kérosene aux
avions de l'armée terroriste de Vladimir Poutine? L'hiver arrive et les sacrifices nécessaires ne seront consentis que s'ils
sont justes.
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Alors, le message aux dirigeants européens réunis en Conseil est clair: plafonnez les prix du gaz. Taxez les super-profits.
Attaquez-vous aux profiteurs de guerre. Comblez les trous dans les sanctions. Montrez que la politique a repris la main.
Et alors, alors seulement, I'Union européenne aura honoré son rendez-vous avec l'histoire.

Lud&k Niedermayer (PPE). - Madam President, let me start on Ukraine. I fully share the statements of the Commission
President: acts of Russia are acts of terror. Our reaction must be to show more commitment to all fronts to the fight of
Ukrainians. At the same time, [ believe it’s time to formalise more our plans on how to support Ukraine reconstruction.
We can go farther. We can appoint people, set up the structure and start work and do it now.

On energy, I believe we need more cooperation among the Member States. Energy plans that are based on subsidising
the cost of energy to a mere fraction of the market price can undermine energy security, can create big political
tensions, and at the same time can undermine the functionality of the market. These plans are not the way forward.
We need more cooperation on this and sustainable economic support for our households and businesses.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospa predsednica, spostovani visoki zbor. Svet je na razpotju in v krizi, politika pa zadnje
mesece v rokah drzi kompas, katerega magnetna igla kaze v smeri socialdemokratskih, ljudem naravnanih politik. Ce je
politika iskrena v svoji nameri prebroditi energetsko krizo in draginjo, se bo ravnala po tem nezmotljivem kompasu.

Evropski socialisti in demokrati v tej smeri sledimo odlo¢no in iskreno, z jasnim na¢rtom spopadanja z izzivi, ki tarejo
ljudi in gospodarstvo. Imamo nacrt za nizje in pravine cene energentov. Zahtevamo cenovno kapico na zemeljski plin
in oblikovanje cene elektrike neodvisno od cene plina. Od predloga Komisije sem pricakoval korak v to smer, a se to zal
ni zgodilo. Prav tako pa jasno pozivam evropske voditelje, da ¢im prej, Se pred koncem leta, Bosni in Hercegovini
podelijo status kandidatke za ¢lanstvo v Evropski uniji. Caka nas $e veliko delo in ob odlo¢ni politiki za dobro ljudi
nas ¢akajo tudi uspehi.

Ivan Stefanec (PPE). — Madam President, due to the Russian invasion and therefore emergency situation on the energy
market, we are in an extraordinary situation and therefore we need extraordinary measures to deal with it.

New measures can be a useful step for market stability leading to the necessary price drop. We can overcome the
current situation only by common European solutions. Common purchases, combined with solidarity mechanism, can
be really crucial steps for having enough gas for reasonable prices. New market rules are welcome, but we need also to
split gas price from the electricity price.

It is particularly great news for my country Slovakia — as it was our proposal — that we can use unused funds from the
period until 2020. I appreciate the opportunity to use this European money for those who are the most affected.

I do believe that these proposals, together with supporting supply and reducing demand on the energy market, will be
leading to the stability and much-needed price reduction on the market.

Vilija Blinkeviciiité (S&D). — Gerbiama, Pirmininke, Europos Sajungos politinéje darbotvarkéje svarbiausiais klausimais
islieka ir dar ilgai isliks karas Ukrainoje ir $io karo ekonominés ir socialinés pasekmeés Europai ir miisy Zmonéms. Mes
privalome remti Ukraing ir suteikti jai visokeriopa pagalba ginantis nuo Rusijos agresijos. Lygiai taip pat solidariai
privalome neatidéliotinai priimti sprendimus, kurie sustabdyty socialinés nelygybés didéjimg Europoje. Negalime leisti,
kad miisy Zmonés turi rinktis tarp $ildymo ir maisto. Kolegos, isskirtiné situacija reikalauja i$skirtiniy ir skubiy spren-
dimy. Privalo biti rastas susitarimas dél dujy kainy luby nustatymo, nepateisinamai dideliy energijos jmoniy vir§pelniy
apmokestinimo ir perskirstymo, bendro dujy pirkimo ES, kad padétume ir apsaugotume pazeidziamiausius Zmones ir
verslus. Privalome pagaliau apsaugoti savo maisto gamybos jmones ir uztikrinti apsiripinima maistu. Misy pareiga yra
padéti Zmonéms, smulkiam ir vidutiniam verslui i8gyventi §j sudétinga laikotarpj, ir labai tikiuosi, kad bus rastas bendras
susitarimas dél ES solidarumo paketo.

Andrius Kubilius (PPE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, I hope that the Council and Commission will find proper
solutions for this energy crisis and also will understand what kind of our mistakes and dependencies in the past led to it.
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I will speak about geopolitical crisis of war, which Europe is also facing.

Two weeks ago Josep Borrell in our plenary openly and bravely admitted, that till now the EU had No Russia strategy,
because EU was too dependent on Russian gas. And it had no foreign policy towards Ukraine, because it was a subsi-
diary to our policy on Russia. Because of that, there was No EU enlargement policy towards Ukraine, and that was the
EU's strategic mistake which led to a geopolitical crisis.

Now we are less dependent on Russian gas, and Ukraine and Moldova got candidate status. But do we have an ambi-
tious enlargement strategy? I have doubts.

Because I do not see, that the EU would be ready to start membership negotiations with Ukraine and Moldova in 2023,
which again means that our strategy towards Ukraine can be captured by prevailing bureaucratic attitude towards
enlargement. There is still time for the Council and Commission to stop continuation of such a strategic mistake.

Frangois-Xavier Bellamy (PPE). — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, il ne fait pas encore froid, mais I'hiver com-
mence pour I'Europe et le signe le plus inquiétant, c’est la diminution drastique de la consommation de nos industries en
gaz, qui montre a quel point nous sommes a la veille d'un potentiel effondrement économique.

Il est urgent, encore une fois, d’agir — et nous le redisons ici —, urgent de découpler enfin de maniere effective les prix du
gaz et les prix de l'électricité; urgent que la Commission mette fin a larrét des productions pilotables dans nos pays.
Comment se fait-il que I'Allemagne vienne tout juste de décider de prolonger ses centrales nucléaires? Que la Belgique ait
fermé, en septembre dernier, le 23 septembre, une centrale pilotable, celle de Doel 3? Cela représente a soi seul 200 mil-
lions de métres cubes de gaz que nous devrons importer en plus chaque mois. Cest évidemment quelque chose qui
concerne la totalité de nos pays et la solidarité commence par la. Je suis trés heureux que nous ayons pu inclure tout
récemment, par un amendement, le nucléaire dans les financements de RePowerEU. Nous avons besoin de toutes les
capacités de production pilotables pour relancer I'Europe.

Enfin, il faut garantir, Monsieur le Commissaire, que les sanctions ne soient pas contournées. Nous devons, évidemment,
a la vérité et a la justice de tenir cet engagement. Comment expliquer, par exemple, quaujourd’hui la production de gaz
d’Azerbaidjan ait diminué alors que ses exportations augmentent? Est-ce que la Commission peut expliquer cela? Si nous
laissons les sanctions étre contournées, nous aurons perdu sur tous les tableaux.

Spontane Wortmeldungen

Miriam Lexmann (PPE). — ViZzend pani predsedajica, stojime pred skaskou, ktord uréi naSu budicnost. Rast cien
energif vzbudzuje velké obavy u 47 % obyvatelov Slovenska. Energetickd chudoba na Slovensku hrozi priblizne kazdej
Siestej domdacnosti. Ako som uZ viackrdt zdoraznila, dohoda Rady dostatoéne nerie$i problémy vietkych ¢lenskych
Stitov. Preto musime robit konkrétne kroky k smerom k solidarite, aby domacnosti a podniky v celej EU pocitili
potrebnii podporu na prekonanie tejto krizy. Je tiez klticové urychlene rokovat o cendch LNG a dalsieho plynu s USA
a dalsimi spolahlivymi partnermi. Vitam, Ze Komisia podporuje moznost pouZit nevycerpané eurofondy v boji proti
energetickej krize. Ale difam, Ze v EP dokdZeme zvysit alokdciu zo sucasnych navrhovanych 10 %. Uprostred velkych
skasok Eurdpska tnia a ¢lenské $taty musia nastavit politiky na pomoc domdcnostiam, podnikom i verejnému sektoru
preklendt toto zlozité obdobie. Rozhodujtice je konat rychlo v jednote a solidarite.
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Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, a estas alturas el debate arroja algunas conclusiones claras.
La primera es que desacoplar el gas del precio final de la electricidad implica, reconozcdmoslo, que lo que un dia se
llamé excepcion ibérica pase a ser la norma general de la Unién Europea. La segunda, que topar el gas para proteger a
los consumidores europeos frente a la inflacién implica intervenir un mercado que no funciona. La tercera, que, cuando
hablamos de incrementar la autonomia energética y estratégica de la Unién Europea, ello implica una compra conjunta,
una estrategia de compra conjunta de gas y de suministros de alcance, también europeo. Pero hay una cuarta, y es que,
cuando hablamos de Putin como una amenaza —que lo es para el conjunto de la Unién Europea—, tenemos que hacer
la autocritica retrospectiva, porque algunos Estados miembros han alimentado, efectivamente, esa amenaza durante
demasiado tiempo, que en estos momentos actda en el plano de la desinformacion, en el ataque a las infraestructuras
criticas, pero, sobre todo, es aliado de la extrema derecha, del nacionalismo... (la presidenta retira la palabra al orador).

Georgios Kyrtsos (Renew). — Madam President, we pay a high price in economic and energy terms for Putin’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine. But make no mistake: energy prices and inflation had risen even before Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. There are also structural deficiencies in the European Union that are bringing about the present crisis.
Extreme conditions hinder the functioning of the supposedly free market.

It is obvious that we have to change the rules in order to deal with exceptional circumstances that will probably last.
Changing the rules means that we have to liberate ourselves from the pressure exerted by big interests and powerful
lobbies and implement solutions like the Iberian model at the European level. We have to move fast because we are
losing our political credibility.

Mapia Znupakn (PPE). — Kupia Tpoedpe, kahodexoUpeves —avnpoedpe Seféovic— ot oupminpopatikés mpotofoulies g
Enttponic, kat yia Tov oUpmAMpopatikd evdeiktikd Seikn yia To uypomompévo GUOIKO aéplo KaL yla TV TPOCGPVI TU-
mAaQoOV oV eviaia ayopd.

'Opoc, Eépete, éxete apynoel. Exete apynoet yati autég ot mpotacels frav oto tpantlt and Tov mepacpévo Mapmo, pe mpo-
tofouhia tou mpwdunoupyol g EANadag, Kupiakou Mijteotakn. Exete apyrjoet yiati o Xapévog xpovog kootilet. Exete apyr)-
gL yiaTl aKOpr Kat 1] Kown TAATQOPHA Yia TNV omola £X0UV amoQaoicet oL NyEtes and tov mepacpévo lovvio dev €yel tedel oe
\ertoupyia kat eipaote ota ek Oktoppiov.

O xapévog Xpovog kooTiler kooTilel akpifd oTa VOKOKUPLY, KOOTICEL akplfd OTIC EMYElpr|oels Kat dmpoupyel TepaoTies
apgipolieg avagopikd pe T Aertoupyia TG eviaiag ayopdg —edikd petd v nputoPfoulia tou kaykehdpiou Scholz va Déoer
npeta T Teppavia kar peta v Eupomn. Xpewalodpaote nyeoia kat 1o Euponaikd Supfovhio mpénet va €xel yetikd polo Tig
endpeves nuépes. Xpealopaote va yivel yia v Euponn o, T yperdletar yia va unootnpifel Toug moAiTeg TG, yla va UnooTti-
piel T VOIKOKUPLA, YiOL VA UTIOOTNPIEEL TIG EMIXEIPNOES GOTE VA EMPBIACOUV.

Margarida Marques (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Comissdo, Conselho, foi com satisfacio que ouvimos a Presidente
von der Leyen enumerar medidas que conduzam, agora, a aligeirar a fatura energética dos europeus e a construcio
progressiva da autonomia energética da Unido Europeia. Medidas necessdrias, mas tardias e ainda pouco ambiciosas.
Deixou subentendido que a Comissdo poderia aprofundar o RepowerEU. Caminhamos para a necessdria unido para a
energia? Alids, um conceito que o Vice-Presidente Sef¢ovi¢ conhece bem. Para quando um mecanismo tipo SURE?

Vice-Presidente, o apoio dos europeus aos valores europeus que os tém mobilizado é essencial nesta guerra, mas isso
ndo nos pode trazer custos brutais. A extrema-direita espreital

Kootag Manadakng (NI). — Kupia TMpoedpe, n véa dtopn pétpev me Emtponfic mpoinodétet o Aadg va maydoet oto dvopa
G peiwong e pn Paciknc katavalworn, yia eacpdlion endapkelag yia toug peyahofiopnyavous. Gwpakiloval mepartepw ot
pnxaviopol e mpaowng petafacns kar aneheudépwonc, mou ival ot (ITiEG TG EKTIVAENG TOV TIHGV TNG EVEPYELAG KAl TGV
KUV,

Tapéyovtar véa Kivijtpa 6Toug OpAoug yia va «t{oydapouvs €k Tou ao@alol OTO XPNHATICTIPIO TG EVEPYEIAS Kl KOLEG
mapayyehieg QuotkoU aeplou pe Tipeg avtayeviopol pe v Kiva kat v vdia, katd «ta kaAd kai GURQEPOVTA» TGV EUPOTAIKGY
povonwMov kat 6xt Tou Aaov. It autd, da cuveyiotoly o ampootTes TIPEG yia Tov Aad kat Ja mANPAVEL and Ty TEEM TOU TIG
kpatikég emdotoelg yia va pn datapaydel 1) E10TPASIHOTITA TV EMYEPTHATIKGY ORAGY TNG EVEPYELOC.
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ANnAeyyln pe anolnpaoces kot pe o alnpioto povov 1 Eupenaikn Eveor), ot kuPepviioeis kat ta apnakTika HovomdALd Thg
evépyelag pmopovoav va eEayyeilouv. O gpyalopevos Naog mpénet va duvapmoet Ty mAAT TOU Yol ANEPTAOKY] Qo TOV IUMEPLa-
MoTiko mONep0, EVAVTIO OTY EUPWEVOOLAKT OTPATIYIKN aKpifelas, yia auknoelg oToug podous Kat QTivi EVEPYELL, OOTE Vo [V
TaYOOEL KapLd Naikr| OKOyEveLa.

Kootagc Mavpidng (S&D). — Kupia TMpoedpe, and mv apyf] ™G puokng €10foAlg Kai {e Ta amaveTd makita KUpOoEwY,
empévajie OTL UNapyeL teyaAn avaykn yia napdAAnAn eUpOMAIKT] AnMAVTION OTIG EMEPYOHUEVES EMMTOOELS, L€ KEVIPIKO OTOLYELO
v aMneyyin. H Evponaik Emtpon| tote —duotuxwc— koitale aMov. Auotuyag, dev eiyape v ida kowr) avtidnyn
onwg giyape pe My mavdnpia.

Epyopar thpa, Opec, kai ato Eupenaikd Supfoudio, omou PAéne 6w oty atiévia mepthapfavetar n kad’ autr ewofolr g
Pooiag omv Oukpavia. Kakac. TMepthapfavetar, eniong, oulimon yia ) oxéon pag pe v Kiva. Aneudlivopa mpog to Zup-
BoUhio kar diepwtopar note da oulntiooue yia tov Aovpeto Tnmo tou Epvroyav eviog Euponng Kai, guoikd, avagépopat
oty Toupkia kat otov Epvroyav, kar ibaitepa peta v ékdeon e Enttponnc, 1 onoia kataypager aVIIKEHEVIKA TIG TAPAVO-
pieg Tou Epvroyav kat to moco adictaktog eivat. Aepotopat: dev éptace akopn 1 opa yia empPol) kupdoewy ... (1 [Ipoéedpog
apaipel Tov Adyo and tov opAnt)

Maria Grapini (S&D). - Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar, si astdzi dezbatem un lucru pe care il cerem de luni de
zile. Ce ne-a prezentat doamna presedintd a Comisiei cetdtenii au mai auzit. $i noi am mai auzit de foarte multe ori:
propuneri, propuneri, propuneri. Consiliul nu ia nicio decizie. Acum, cind noi vorbim, cetdtenilor din tara mea si din
alte state li se regularizeazd facturile, vin preturi de 4 pand la 10 ori mai mult §i nu e nicio decizie. Despre ce vorbim
aici ? Punem sau nu punem oamenii in centru ?

$i ne-a spus doamna presedintd ca va crea o platforma de achizitii comuna. Va fi la fel de netransparentd ca la vaccinuri?
Nu vom sti ce preturi sunt, nu vom sti cum se imparte? Totul a fost total netransparent in pandemie si nu vrem si mai
fie acest lucru, si fie acoperite profiturile unor companii, asa cum au fost profiturile companiilor din sindtate.

Deci, domnule comisar, mi intreabd cetitenii. Eu vorbesc, dar ce rdspunsuri primesc? Si eu le spun ci nu primesc. Poate
cd astdzi, totusi, dati un raspuns: cand se iau mdsuri concrete pentru a pune capit acestei crize energetice?

(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

Maros Seféovic, Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, Mr President of the Council of the General Affairs,
honourable Members, first and foremost, I really would like to thank you for this truly political debate this morning,
because we have been indeed discussing the most pressing issues Europe and the Europeans are facing today: aggression
of Russia against Ukraine, war on our continent, and the economic and social consequences of high energy prices, high
inflation and the rising cost of living, being mentioned by almost all who intervene and present it in a very eloquent
manner by the leaders of the political groups represented now Ms Reintke.

And I appreciate what I felt was truly general support for the package the European Commission has proposed yester-
day. But what was very clear in your statements, be it from Mr Muresan or Ms Charanzovd, but I would say all the
honourable Members who took the floor, is that you would like us to be more ambitious. You would like us to be faster
and you want to see more details on how these proposed measures would be translated into the real life.

But I think that you will all agree with me that if it comes to what is on the table for our leaders at the European
Council, that there are all elements for the solutions to tackle this energy crisis we are facing right now. We are
proposing to buy the gas together, as Ms Grapini was referring to, or Mr Schirdewan, in his remarks, something like
one and a half hours ago.

To be more precise, what we are proposing is to purchase together at least 15% so we can do more. But we need to
start somewhere and we are going to address through this at least 50% purchase exactly that amount of gas, which was
most difficult to get to complete a filling-up of our storages and which was also the most expensive. And of course, this
is not an easy exercise because we need to set up this new system and at the same time we have to also respect the
long-term contracts which are in place and which been valid.
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But I think that now we have the solution how to push forward and we are going to discuss how to combine this
measure with all other measures which we propose to make sure that we will have security of supplies and adequate
flows of energies into the European Union.

Next, a very important point which was mentioned by many of you was the solidarity, especially with those countries
which are landlocked and which would have problems if the situation would really become very precarious. And the
European way of sharing and protecting a level playing field in our single market, as it was proposed by Mr Ciolos.

All of you have been highlighting the burden our citizens and businesses are carrying because of the high energy prices.
And I would like to reassure you, because it was mentioned many times by Ms Iratxe Garcia Pérez, Mr Bellamy, Mr
Séjourné, that we are going to present to you in the first quarter of the next year new electricity market design, where
we are going to decouple gas from electricity pricing because we know that the market design which served us well
until prewar times, is not functioning anymore. And therefore we need to have a new electricity market design to be
more appropriate for our European economy.

On top of it, we are going to propose new complementary benchmark to TTF. And to be sure that we act with adequate
agility, we are also proposing this market correction mechanism to react to the concrete situation of today. The same
comes for the Iberian model, because we see that there are strong merits in this model on how to limit electricity prices
in Europe.

But we know that there is a lot of questions we have to answer in a way that it would not lead to an inadequate increase
of the consumption of gas, because then we would again be faced with a lack of energy supplies to the European Union.

And of course, what is important for big businesses, we also presented a new temporary framework for state aid to help
energy-intensive industries across Europe.

So the proposals are on the table and of course we need the green light and support of the European Council. So we
can sit with the energy ministers, we can sit with you, Members of the European Parliament, to hammer out the details.
This is a very clear and present urgency and we should act in this manner.

Therefore, if you if you allow me to conclude with a strong, I would underscore strong, plea to the European Parliament.
The REPowerEU is discussed in your committees in this House, and you would, I hope, agree with me that we need to
the REPowerEU now. We need to use it, if necessary we need to boost it, and we need the REPowerEU so we can
transfer this EUR 40 billion from the cohesion policy to REPowerEU so we can support the households, we can support
the SMEs in Europe.

So my strong plea would be please make sure that you would respect your calendar and it would have a vote on the
REPowerEU in November. The citizens of Europe, businesses in Europe, are waiting for this decision and we are ready to
work with you to explore all other possibilities on how to use recovery and resilience facility loans, to use all financial
firepower we have at our disposal so we can help the economy and citizens of the European Union.

So I think that if you would demonstrate this can-do attitude and this proactive approach in this very difficult situation,
that our debate in November would not be focused on what needs to be done, but how we are going to use the funds,
how we are going to use these new tools, which we will be developing in the course of the next weeks. And I think that
it would be the best answer to the concerns of the European citizens, European businesses and peoples of the European
Union.

Mikulds Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, Vice-President of the European Commission, honou-
rable Members, thank you for your remarks and comments.

Views expressed here have been diverse, which is part of the beauty of this House. Despite divergences, we could hear
several strong messages. We heard calls for European unity. Here, I cannot agree more with Mr Séjourné that we can be
strong outside only if we are strong inside. We took note of and fully agree with the repeated reference to European
solidarity, especially with those Member States that are hit more than the others are.
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There was a clear message from this Parliament for more ambitious and more coordinated EU responses to the energy
crisis that we face. Delivering concrete measures for our citizens and our companies will be at the heart of leaders’
discussion on the basis of the new proposals put forward by the Commission.

Several interventions today also highlighted the need for stronger social and economic measures, including fiscal and
other redistributive measures, to protect citizens, especially those most vulnerable, from the effects of Putin’s war of
aggression. Member States are doing their part at national level and taking bold measures. The European leaders will
look into ways to strengthen our combined efforts.

I also took note of your strong condemnation of the latest strategic developments in Russia’s war of aggression, targe-
ting civilians and cutting off Ukrainian energy supplies. Leaders will confirm their strong support for Ukraine. The EU
should continue to lead on the investigation of war crimes to ensure that those responsible are brought to justice.
Furthermore, leaders have repeatedly stated that the European Council stands ready to revise the existing sanction
regime and consider further sanctions. These will be messages that I take back from this session and convey to the
President of the European Council.

As regards a concrete question, the issue of de-escalation in Eastern Mediterranean will also be on the leaders’ agenda.

Honourable Members, this European Council meeting has a substantial agenda in which leaders deal with the complex
and interlinked crises we face today: our safety and security, our continued access to affordable energy supply, climate
and biodiversity and the strength and resilience of our economy. Thank you once again for your attention.

Die Prisidentin. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Schriftliche Erklarungen (Artikel 171)

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR), na pismie. — Pani przewodniczgca von der Leyen méwila, otwierajgc te debate, o
tym, jak bardzo potrzebujemy solidarnosci i jednosci. To prawda, najwyzszy czas, by te pojecia urzeczywistnic, by ta
jednos¢ i solidarno$¢ byta widoczna nie tylko w stowach, ale i w dzialaniach instytucji europejskich. Przeciez te wznioste
pojecia pozostaja jedynie w sferze idei nawet w obliczu realnej wojny, rosyjskiej agresji i mordéw jej armii na cywilach.
Nawet teraz, po tylu miesigcach otwartej agresji tamigcej wszelkie konwencje i prawa, tu, na tej Sali deliberuje sig, kto —
i na jakich warunkach — ma prawo do wsparcia, do solidarnej pomocy, do odczuwania jednosci w gronie cywilizowa-
nych, europejskich narodéw. Regularnie partyjne i frakcyjne wigkszosSci na tej sali spieraja sie, kto jest praworzadny i
moze liczy¢ na europejska solidarno$¢, a kto nie jest i trzeba go wszelkimi sposobami zmusié, by si¢ do tej lewicowej
wigkszosci upodobnit. Kiedy ostrzegaliSmy tutaj przed zgubnymi skutkami wdrazania patologicznego systemu ETS, nikt
nie wierzyl ze ten system spowoduje kryzys, wzrost cen energii. Rzeczywisto$¢ potwierdzita nasze obawy, ale Komisja
nadal brnie, nadal nie stucha kontrargumentéw, niczego nie zmienia. Oby Rada Europejska miala odwage do podejmo-
wania trudnych, ale bardzo potrzebnych i odwaznych decyzji, stuzacym wszystkim panstwom czlonkowskim, a nie
tylko — jak by chciala Pani von der Leyen — Berlinowi.

(Die Sitzung wird um 11.22 Uhr unterbrochen.)

PRESIDENZA: ROBERTA METSOLA

President
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4. Pokracovanie rokovania

(The sitting resumed at 11.42)

5. Sldvnostnd schodza — Prihovor Zuzany Caputovej, prezidentky Slovenskej republiky

President. — Dear colleagues, it is an honour for the European Parliament to have the President of Slovakia, Zuzana
Caputovd, with us here today. Madam President, Dear Zuzana, welcome.

Thank you for your vocal promotion of the values of equality and diversity — that this House and our Europe holds so
dear. Last week’s double murder at the heart of Bratislava is a reminder to us of the constant need to fight back against
hate and defend our LGBTIQ community. President Caputovd, we know you also as a firm defender of freedom of
speech.

Soon we will mark five years since the murder of Slovak journalist Jan Kuciak and Martina Kusnirovd, that shocked us
to our core. This House, Madam President, will always remember Jan and Martina and you will always find us as an ally
in the defence of values.

Dear Zuzana, let me quote your words in a speech you gave at the United Nations General Assembly, you said that:
‘solidarity should be our binding principle, not an option.’

And your country, Slovakia, has demonstrated what solidarity means by welcoming more than half a million Ukrainian
refugees since the onset of war, by being at the forefront of political and military aid to Ukraine. Slovakia has shown
time and again that it can lead. Thank you for your country’s leadership at this critical moment for Europe.

President Caputova, the floor is yours.

Zuzana Caputovid, (President of the Slovak Republic). — Madam President, honourable Members, dear representatives of
the Czech Presidency of the Council, my fellow Europeans, it is an honour and privilege to be here and to address the
beating heart of the European Union’s democracy here in Strasbourg.

This is a city where the modern concept of defending universal human rights was translated into concrete institutions.
While serving a broader purpose, I see the European Parliament as one of them. My message today is simple: if we do
not start defending democracy, it will cease to exist.

The date of my speech here was planned long ago. I couldn’t have expected that the recent homophobic murder of Juraj
Vankuli¢ and Matd$ Horvéth on the streets of Bratislava would remind us of the simple truth so painfully. it is hard to
put in words the grief felt in Slovakia’s cities in the past few days because hate decided to kill love, just because the killer
could not accept that love can come in different forms.

This was an assault not just on young people from the LGBTIQ community. It was an attack on everyone in Slovakia
because hate crimes always target the very essence of what our society stands for. I would like to assure you that hatred
doesn’t dominate our society.

I welcome that Slovakia’s civil society immediately and resolutely condemned this attack. Just yesterday, the Slovak
Parliament adopted a resolution strongly condemning these terrorist acts and assuring all minorities that they are valua-
ble members of our society.

In its essence, democracy is the rule by the majority in the interest of all, with a key emphasis on the protection of
minorities. If we are failing in their protection, we are undermining democracy itself. In my view, the defence and
protection of democracy is the core mission of our generation of political leaders.

The task ahead of us is to bring Europe back into balance, which is shaken by crises from within and without. We need
a balance between our rights and our commitments; between our security and our prosperity, which we have partly
built through dependence on those who wish to destroy our democracy; a balance in which we can have different
opinions, but where we are bound by the values of freedom, solidarity and liberal democracy.
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And now please allow me to switch into Slovak so even here in the European Parliament’s Chamber, one can hear the
beautiful Slovak language.

Vazend pani prezidentka, vdZené poslankyne, vaZeni poslanci, rovnovaha, o ktorej som hovorila, je za posledné dva roky
ohrozovand dvoma velkymi krizami — pandemickou a bezpe¢nostnou, ktort vyvolalo Rusko svojou invdziou Ukrajiny.

Na obe sme ako Eurdpska tinia zareagovali spravne. Pri pandémii sme ndrodné uzatvdranie hranic a preteky o to, kto
obstard viac raSok, rychlo nahradili spoloénym pristupom a solidaritou. Zacali sme so spolo¢nou postpandemickou
obnovou ndsho hospodarstva cez Fond obnovy a odolnosti. A solidaritu sme zdielali aj mimo nasich hranic. Dnes
patrime medzi najvacsich globalnych darcov vakcin proti covidu-19.

Podobne rozhodne sme zareagovali na vojnu, ktorti Vladimir Putin 24. februdra naplno rozpttal proti ndsmu vychod-
nému susedovi. Pripomenime si, Ze tito vojna sa v to pochmiirne februdrové rdno iba zintenzivnila, ze Rusko ju viedlo
uz ddvno predtym — najskor dezinformdciami a propagandou a od roku 2014 aj vojensky s jasnym cielom Ukrajinu
podmanit alebo ju znicit.

Ako Eurdpska tinia sme na Rusko uvalili najrozsiahlejsie sankcie, akym kedy akdkolvek rozvinutd ekonomika celila.
Ukrajine poskytujeme politickd, humanitdrnu, finanénd pomoc, a vdcSina krajin vratane Slovenska aj vojenskd pomoc.
Vel'mi dolezitd je aj eurdpska perspektiva, ktorti sme Ukrajine poskytli, a verim, Ze raz bude realizovand plnohodnotnym
¢lenstvom. Nasou pomocou sa spolo¢ne usilujeme o jediné, dosiahnut mier. Ten vSak musi byt spravodlivy, inak by islo
iba o docasné primerie.

Tym, ktori pred vojnou museli utiect zo svojich domovov, sme otvorili nielen svoje domovy, ale aj svoje srdcia. Len
slovenské hranice s Ukrajinou prekrocilo viac ako 800 000 [udi z Ukrajiny a mnohi z nich u nds ostali. Ja som velmi
hrd4 na solidaritu a pomoc, ktorti im nasi obcania poskytli.

Z oboch kriz si Europama okrem strachu a obdv odniesli aj velmi silny zdzitok celoeuropske) empatie a Jednoty Prave
tito skiisenost nim ukazuje, Ze najlepsou cestou na prekonavanie akychkolvek vyziev, ktorym ako Unia Celime, je nasa
jednota, spoluprica a solidarita.

Dédmy a pdni, nasa snaha o rovnovihu v Eurépe sa tymto nekondi. Paradoxom totiZ je, Ze v situdcii, kedy sme bez-
precedentne zjednoteni voci externym vyzvam, Celime dnes aj velmi silnym vnatornym tlakom. Tie st vyvolané siibe-
hom niekolkych kriz, ale aj dlhodobym ignorovanim nasich zranitel’nosti. Ak nezvladneme tieto eurdpske krizy, hrozi
ndm, Ze prerasti do krizy Eur6py.

Miliény eurdpskych domdcnosti a podnikov je dnes ohrozovanych skokovym rastom cien energii. Tieto zacali rdst este
pred vojnou, kedze Rusko uz minulé leto zacalo znizovat doddvky zemného plynu do Eurépy. Tym zacalo deformovat
eurdpsky energeticky trh a ohrozovat nasich obZanov. Slovensko, ktoré doneddvna ziskavalo 85 % plynu z Ruska, vdaka
diverzifikacii znizilo svoju zavislost na 33 %. Nikdy ale nevieme, kedy dodavky plynu Vladimir Putin stopne dplne.

Ako Unia dnes potrebujeme riesit priciny aj dopady tejto krizy. Spravne riesenia preto maji byt eurépske, spoloéné a
solidarne. Také, ktoré urychlene pomozu v tazkej situdcii vSetkym ¢lenskym krajindm a okrem kompenzdcii umoznia aj
dohodu na spoloénom zastropovani cien plynu Potrebujeme tiez oddelit’ previazanost cien elektriny a cien plynu, pre-

vysoké ceny. Dovolu]em si vas preto poziadat o podporu tychto rieseni.

Okrem ndsledkov vsak musime riesif aj priciny, ktoré nds sem dostali. Uz nikdy nemozeme ako Unia ostat tak zavisli na
jednom dodévatelovi. A uz nikdy nemdze byt nds hospodarsky model a prosperita tak zavislé na fosilnych palivach.

Zéavizok stat sa klimaticky neutrdlnym kontinentom do roku 2050 uZ nemoézeme odkladat ¢ spochybnovat. Musime
predovietkym pomoct tym, na ktorych dnes energetickd kriza najviac dopada. Ale ciel je jasny: inovovat nd$ model
rozvoja tak, aby sme viac vyuzivali obnovitelné zdroje energie a menej ni¢ili nasu vlastnd planétu. Globdlnymi lidrami
sa musime stat nielen v nagich klimatickych zdvizkoch ¢i ambicidch, ale aj v ich naplfani. Prezijeme iba vtedy, ak
obnovime rovnovahu medzi na$im sposobom Zivota a planétou, na ktorej Zijeme.
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Vazené poslankyne, vaZzeni poslanci, dnes Celime aj krize demokratickych pravidiel a ich dodrziavania. Kazda jedna
krajina, ktord do Eurdpskej tnie vsttpila, a kazdd jedna krajina, ktord sa o to usiluje, musi byt a zostat liberdlnou
demokraciou. Byt ¢lenom tohto klubu nie je ndrok. Je to privilégium. Clenstvo v tomto klube nesta¢i iba dosiahnuf,
Clenstvo v fiom treba neustdle aktualizovat jasnym pochopenim a respektom k spolo¢nym hodnotdm: hodnotdim ako
pravny §tat, delba moci, nezédvislost stidnictva, sloboda médii ¢i ochrana mensin.

Ak tieto zdkladné kamene, na ktorych je nase spolocenstvo postavené, ¢elia Gitoku, musime konat na ich obranu. Chcem
zdoOraznif, Ze pravidld ndm chybaji menej ako doslednost a konzekventnost pri ich vynucovani. Ak nase opatrenia
nebudd rozhodné, problémy budd narastat, a ti, ktori hodnoty Eurdpskej tnie porusuji, budt povzbudzovat a inspiro-
vat dalsich.

Samotny pojem liberdlnej demokracie je dnes v mnohych nasich krajindch dezinterpretovany, nepochopeny, spochyb-
fiovany a atakovany extrémom. Hoci neexistuje jeden model liberdlnej demokracie, som si istd, Ze ‘neliberdlna demokra-
cia’ st dva nezlucitelné pojmy.

Vazeni pritomni, naSe demokratické pravidld st dnes zneuZivané na niCenie samotnej demokracie. Sloboda slova je
jedno z najdolezitejsich demokratickych prav. Musime ho chranit, ale nie je bezbrehé. Ako sa ndm stalo, Ze sme slobodu
prejavu vpustili az do priestoru verbélnych trestnych ¢inov? Ako sme ju mohli ¢astokrat povysit aZ na pravo absolttne?
To nie je demokratické, to je hlipe. Sloboda slova nemoéze byt zdsterkou pre Sirenie nezndanlivosti, klamstiev a dezin-
formacii.

Nikde tento problém nie je vypuklejsi ako na socidlnych sietach. Radikalizovany tinedzer, ktory pred tyzdiiom zabil
dvoch mladych Tudi a zranil tretiu v uliciach Bratislavy, sa do velkej miery inSpiroval na socidlnych sietach a pred
vrazdou na socidlnej sieti publikoval dlhy pamflet plny nendvisti vo¢i réznym mensindm.

Tato vrazda sa sice stala na Slovensku, ale riziko takychto ¢inov sa tyka nds vSetkych. V roznych castiach Eurépy
sledujeme stupiiovanie agresivity vo¢i mensindm a rast pravicového extrémizmu. Zhor§ovanie socidlno-eckonomickej
situdcie sebavedomiu radikdlov iba priddva. Musime si byt vedomi, Ze akykolvek ttok z nendvisti je Gtokom na hodno-
tova podstatu Eurdpskej tnie, ktorej sticastou je rovnopravnost, tolerancia a respekt k ludskym pravam.

Zda sa mi, Ze k socidlnym sietam dnes pristupujeme podobne naivne ako k inym technologickym novinkdm. Teda bez
uplatiiovania predbeznej opatrnosti. Benefity vyuzivame bez znalosti a ostrazitosti k ich moznym a zjavnym negativnym
dosledkom. Socidlne siete vyuzivame bez toho, aby sme si ako spolo¢nost naplno uvedomovali, ako ndm ich algoritmy
mozu $kodit, ako prehlbujii polarizciu a posiliuji ndzorové bubliny.

‘Pravde verit, pravdu Zit a pravdu brénit’ je motto jedného zo zakladatelov moderného slovenského ndroda, generila
Milana Rastislava Stefdnika. Vo verejnom priestore musi platit aj vtedy, ak sa zdd, Ze by bolo efektivnejsie nahlas kricat,
bez ohladu na kvalitu ¢i pravdivost vyrokov, a nie sa vzdjomne pocivat, viest dialog a dbat na fakty.

Nedovolme, aby demokracia zahynula na naivitu demokratov. Na naivni vieru v to, Ze demokratické prava a slobody
budi iba vyuzivané, a nie zneuZivané. Nezabtdajme, ze kazdé pravo je zdroven vyjadrenim zodpovednosti, a naopak.
Ak demokraciu nebudeme chrédnif, mozZe sa ndm stat, Ze budeme poslednou generdciou, ktord ju zaZije. Prave jej
ochrana je hlavnou tlohou nasej generdcie politickych lidrov. Musime preto aj v tejto oblasti urobit primerané kroky
na ndrodnej drovni. Je dobré, Ze Eurépsky parlament prijal nariadenie o digitdlnych sluzbdch, a vitam aj Eurépsky aké¢ny
plan pre demokraciu. To, ¢o je nelegdlne offline, musi byt nelegédlne aj online.

Viac viak potrebujeme urobif aj na globdlnej trovni. Biznis model socidlnych platforiem stoji na vyuZzivani tych najniz-
Sich Tudskych emécii a pudov. Socidlne platformy nie st len prevddzkovatelmi povestnych informa¢nych potrubi - ich
zisk je totiz priamo Gimerny tomu, kolko nendvisti, agresie, klamstiev a dezinformdécii cez tieto potrubia pretecie. Musia
preto niest primerand zodpovednost za obsah, ktory je na nich publikovany.

Vazend pani prezidentka, vdzené poslankyne, vdzeni poslanci, vyzvy, o ktorych dnes hovorim, robia Eurépsku tniu
krehkej$ou, ako si mozno uvedomujeme a priptistame. Ekonomickd, bezpecnostnd, energetickd kriza, pokracujica frag-
mentdcia nasich spolocnosti ¢i tlak nelegdlnej migracie st zZivnou podou pre extrémizmus. V mnohych clenskych kraji-
ndch Unie dnes staci jeden volebny cyklus a v poslaneckych laviciach, aj tu, vo vasich miestach, moze sediet vacsina,
ktord nebude chciet Eurépu budovat, ale rozlozit. Preto nesmie byt laxni a defenzivni, ale naopak vytrvali, odvazni a
sebavedomi v obrane nasich spolo¢nych hodnot.



C196/258 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie 2.6.2023

Streda 19. oktébra 2022

Napriek nevyhnutnosti rieSenia mnohych kriz, a mozno prave preto, nesmieme zabudat na to, na ¢om by mal byt
postaveny vykon politiky ako takej. Preto nepolavme v ndrokoch na seba samych, aby sme reprezentovali slusnost a
etiku a demokratické hodnoty. Vernost tymto principom nie je slabostou, ale esenciou demokratickej politiky.

Prvy prezident Ceskoslovenska, Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, uz pred sto rokmi povedal, Ze demokracia nie je len systém
politicky, ale predovietkym je to systém mordlny. Myslime na to v3etci pri vykone ndsho mandatu, je to zodpovednost a
povinnost vo¢i nadim ob¢anom.

Ak budeme demokraciu vnimat v tomto zmysle, som si istd, Ze zvladneme krizy, ktorym dnes Celime, a naplnime tak
nase poslanie byt strdZcami a ochrancami demokracie, eurépskych hodnét a rovnovahy.

Dakujem za vasu pozornost.
President. — That concludes the formal sitting.

(The sitting was suspended for a few minutes)

6. Pokracovanie rokovania
(The sitting resumed at 12.03)

Agutépnc Xpiotogopouv (PPE). — Kupia Tpoedpe, ayamtéc xar ayamrol ouvadelgot, yia epéva onfuepa elvar pia éviova
OUVOLOOT|HOTIKT] NUEPQ, YIOTL ElPaL UTIOXPEVIEVOG PETA amd OKT® Xpovia dpdorc, KOWGY ayavev kair mpoogopls pali pe
ONOUG €046, TOUG EEQIPETOUG, AYAMNUEVOUG KAl CYOTMNHEVEG HOU OUVADEAQOUG Kat GUVASEAPLOGES, VA TPAYHATONOM|G® TV
Televtaia pou ophia evemov oag. Tati dewpo 0T Ta wpadTepa xpovia TG MOATIKNG pou mopelag frav edd oto Eupwmaiko
Kowofouhio. Tati motebo akpddavta 0Tt eivar 0 Mo 1oxupO¢ Jeopog, To Mo 1oxUpO SNHOKPATIKO, TAOUPAMIGTIKO Opyavo Tng
Euponaiknc Evaons —to dnpokpatikd ekheypévo mou ouvexiler va mpoaomiletan g apyes kat tig agies g Evpomnaikng Evo-
orG.

Srpepa mrpa Tov AOY0 yia va e 6€ OAOUG €0GG HECT Mo TV Kapdld HOU €va TEPAOTIO EUXAPIOT® YICL TV ayAmn HE TV onola
pe mepifdhate —idaitepa ot dvo onpavtikéc emtponés ot onoieg umrpEa pEAOG yia autd Ta okTd Xpovia, Ty Emitpomn
E\tyyou tou Ipotmoloyiopot kat v Emtponn Tlpotnoloyiopdv. Kuping, 0peg, yia ) otpiEn nou pou mapelyate amhoyepa
Kat mou oxedov mapyngel, pe povo 11 apvitikés YRQoue, eykpivate v umoPneLOTTA [ou yia va petafe oto Eupemaikd
Eheyktikd Suvedpro. Av pe potovoate autr ) otypr), da oag é\eya 0T elvar TOMD dUOKOAO yia epéva va amoXwpiote authy
NV aidouca ONOU TPAYHATIKG EVIwoa OTL EVOEVOL HTIOPOULE VO TPOACTICOUHE ONEG TIG apyEC Kat TG afleg pag.

'Opec, emTpéyte pou va aneudive 1dlartépeg éva peyaho euxaplotd oty moArtikn pou opdda, oto Eupenaikd Adikd Koppa.
To kOppa TOU MO TV TPGTN CTIYHT HE AVTIUETONIOE 6av 60 HETAEY 10wV, MapOTL MPOEPYOHAL and fa pkpr Xopa. To koppa
TOU GUVEXLOE Va f1e d1ddokel mavavdpomives apyes kat afie. To kOppa Tou omoiou ryeltar évag avdpemog pe «A» kegaaio. Tag
TO HETAQEP® UETA NOYOU YVOOEWS KaL XwpiG Kapia okompuotta: o avdpenog nou nyeital tou Eupendikou Adikov Koppatog, o
ayanntog pou gilog Manfred Weber, eivar o avdpwemog mou dakatéyetar and Oleg ekeives Tig apyes kat akieg g Euponaikrg
Evoong kar pou €dwoe, mpaypatikd, OAr ekeivy v Gdnon yia va ayanioo to Eupemaikd Kowofovhio kat v Euponaikh
'Evoon —1) onoia, va &épete, xel pEA\ov kat mpoomnTikr otav £xel TEToloug avdpamougs, onwg tov Manfred Weber.

Ayamnrol pou @ilot, ohokhnpavovtag, da fdeha va me —kat autd To PvUpa anevdUVETaL GTOUG VEOUG avlpmnouc— OTL 1|
Euponaikr Eveor) eivar aut mou ¢dwoe oe epéva, évav moNTikd mou Eekiviioe ©G TPOGPUYAS MO TOV TPOCYUYIKO GUVOIKIGHO,
KUVIYNHEVOG amd Ta TOUPKIKG oTpatevpata, T duvatdtyta va Ppiokopar avapesd cag HETaQEPOVTAE £va LoXUPO HVUHA.
Ayamntoi ouvadelgot, (akatdAnmreg AéEeig) aA\G pr Anopoviioete T ukpr] pou matpidar pn Anopovroete toug 200.000
EN\nvokUmploug mpOo@uyes: pin Mopovi|oeTe 0Tt EYoupe Kat ejieic katoxt, onwg dev Anopovoupe Ty Oukpavia Kot TovV oukpa-
vikd Aao. Kpatrjote autég Tig apyés kat Tig aglec. Tag evyapiote péca anod v Kapdid Hou yia 0, T [oU Tpoo@épate ONa auTh
T xpovia. Eipar euyvopey yia my ayann oag, yio T CURTApAcTact] oag, yia Ty kadodrynor oag. Tag uyaplotd mPayHoTKa
ylti pou dwocate avtv ) dlvapn kat avtiy ™ duvatdtnta.

President. — Good luck, Mr Christoforou!
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7. Hlasovanie
President. — We move to the votes.

(For the results and other details of the vote: see Minutes)

7.1. Navrh opravného rozpoctu ¢. 4/2022: Aktualizicia prijmov (vlastnych zdrojov) a iné
technické pravy (A9-0240/2022 - Karlo Ressler) (hlasovanie)

7.2. Navrh vseobecného rozpoctu Eurépskej tinie na rozpoctovy rok 2023 - vsetky
oddiely (hlasovanie)

— after the vote:

Mikulds Bek, Council. - Madam President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, Commissioner, ladies and
gentlemen, the European Parliament has just adopted amendments to the Council’s position on the draft budget for the
financial year 2023.

I take note of the differences in the positions of our two institutions concerning the draft budget for 2023 presented by
the Commission. Consequently, in my capacity as President of the Council, T agree that the President of the European
Parliament convenes the Conciliation Committee as required in Article 314(4)(c) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union. Thank you very much for your attention.

President. — I shall convene the Conciliation Committee, in accordance with Article 314(4) of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union.

7.3. VSeobecny rozpocet Eurdpskej tnie na rozpoctovy rok 2023 - vsetky oddiely
(A9-0241/2022 - Nicolae Stefinutd, Niclas Herbst) (hlasovanie)

— after the vote on paragraph 54:

Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR). - Madam President, dear colleagues, I think we all agree that the fight against anti-Semitism
must remain a top priority in the EU, but also in our external policy. And I think it's important to underline today the
crucial role of education in this respect. Therefore, I would like to propose as an oral amendment to add the following
text to paragraph 54: ‘Calls on the Commission to ensure that the resources for the Southern Neighbourhood are not
being used for schoolbooks that do not adhere to the UNESCO standards of peace, co-existence, tolerance and mutual
respect’.

(Parliament declined to put the oral amendment to the vote).

7.4. UdrzateIné lodné palivd (iniciativa FuelEU Maritime) (A9-0233/2022 - Jorgen
Warborn) (hlasovanie)

— after the vote on the Commission proposal:

Jorgen Warborn (PPE). — Fru talman! Jag vill ta tillféllet i akt och tacka alla ledaméter och personal som har bidragit i
forhandlingarna. Vi kan vara stolta 6ver den hir gemensamma framgéngen, dir Europa nu tar titen i omstéllningen av
sjofarten.

Det hdr 4r utan motstycke virldens mest ambitiosa lagstiftning for att dramatiskt minska sjofartens klimatavtryck. Vi gor
det pa ett balanserat och genomforbart sitt, dir vi ser till att klara bdde klimatet och konkurrenskraften.

Med detta yrkar jag, i enlighet med artikel 59.4 i arbetsordningen, pé att drendet aterforvisas till det ansvariga utskottet
for interinstitutionella férhandlingar.
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(Parliament approves the request for referral back to committee.)

7.5. Zavadzanie infraStruktary pre alternativne palivda (A9-0234/2022 - Ismail Ertug)
(hlasovanie)

— after the vote on the Commission proposal:

Ismail Ertug (S&D). — Madam President, dear colleagues, in accordance with Rule 59(4)(4), I ask you as the rapporteur
responsible to refer back the dossier to the TRAN Committee for the institutional negotiations.

(Parliament approves the request for referral back to committee.)
President. — That concludes the vote.

The sitting was suspended at 13.02.

VORSITZ: OTHMAR KARAS

Vizeprésident

8. Pokracovanie rokovania

(Die Sitzung wird um 13.05 Uhr wieder aufgenommen.)

9. Schvilenie zapisnice z predchiadzajiiceho rokovania
Der Prisident. — Das Protokoll der gestrigen Sitzung und die angenommenen Texte sind verfiigbar.
Gibt es dazu Einwinde? Das ist nicht der Fall.

Das Protokoll der gestrigen Sitzung ist genehmigt.

10. Ocistovanie protieurépskej extrémnej pravice v EU (tematickd rozprava)

Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber ein aktuelles Thema (Artikel 162 der
Geschiftsordnung) tiber Schonfarberei des europafeindlichen Rechtsextremismus in der EU (2022/2887(RSP)).

Ich weise die Mitglieder darauf hin, dass es bei dieser Aussprache keine spontanen Wortmeldungen gibt und dass keine
blauen Karten akzeptiert werden. Ich wiirde nur darum ersuchen, dass alle, die an dieser Debatte nicht teilnehmen, rasch
den Saal verlassen und vor allem ihre privaten Gesprache auf dem Weg hinaus beenden.

Iratxe Garcia Pérez, Autora. — Sefior presidente, sefiorfas, me da mucha tristeza tener que mantener este debate, pero
creo que es imprescindible y por eso nuestro grupo politico lo ha propuesto.

Nadie en nuestros paises aceptaria un golpe de Estado, pero algunos en la Unién Europea estdn normalizando el dete-
rioro diario de nuestros sistemas democraticos, la separacion de poderes y la libertad de prensa. Estas alianzas de
gobierno que estamos viendo entre partidos conservadores, y ahora también liberales, con partidos de extrema derecha
blanquean unas actitudes que traspasan cualquier linea roja.
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El problema no es que sean partidos ultraconservadores; eso entra dentro del pluralismo politico. Tampoco es un
problema que no crean en una Europa unida, porque también los euroescépticos tienen derecho a estar representados
en este hemiciclo, faltarfa mds. El problema es que los populismos de extrema derecha socavan las instituciones, utilizan
la democracia para debilitar las libertades y los derechos. Cuando entran en las instituciones, las utilizan para sus
intereses.

Una mayoria parlamentaria no justifica leyes que persigan a las minorfas, que violen sus derechos y socaven el marco
juridico y de convivencia vigente desde hace setenta afios. La democracia liberal supone una aceptacion del pluralismo
politico, de la diversidad cultural, del respeto de las minorias y del Estado de Derecho.

Se puede ser muy conservador respetando estos principios. Esta deberfa ser nuestra linea roja. Lo era hasta que el PPE y
Renew decidieron separarse y abrir las puertas a partidos como Vox, los Demdcratas Suecos, Alternativa para Alemania,
la Liga y los Hermanos de Italia. Podemos llamarlos como queramos, neofascistas, posfascistas, populistas de extrema
derecha... El nombre es lo de menos. Todos sabemos a lo que nos referimos, aunque algunos no lo quieran ver.

Nos referimos a quienes piden credenciales de abolengo para gozar de derechos de ciudadania, porque distinguen entre
los «verdaderos suecos» o los «verdaderos franceses», como hace Le Pen, y los que quizd hayan nacido en otro pais, o
sean hijos de inmigrantes, o quizd profesen el islam, o no tengan la piel blanca. Nos referimos a quienes vinculan la
inmigracién con delincuencia y querrian volver a una Europa nacional de etnias puras, como dijo Viktor Orbdn.

Estos son quienes quieren volver al pasado, a una Europa de fronteras, y no solo fisicas, porque las peores fronteras son
las que tenemos en la mente. Son quienes niegan que hay mujeres asesinadas por el mero hecho de ser mujeres y
recortan los presupuestos contra la violencia machista. Sus amigos en los Estados Unidos son los trumpistas como
Steve Bannon. Son los amigos de Bolsonaro. Son los amigos de Putin.

No nos equivoquemos: la democracia liberal puede no ser el sistema perfecto y tenemos que trabajar siempre para
mejorarlo, pero destruir lo que hemos construido juntos solo nos lleva a la polarizacion y a la incapacidad para llegar
a acuerdos.

La democracia formal no es suficiente. Un espiritu democratico y un profundo respeto por el pluralismo son fundamen-
tales para la convivencia.

El consenso de la posguerra para construir las primeras comunidades se basé en la firme conviccion de que no habia
lugar en Europa para lideres autocréticos o ideologias racistas. Democratacristianos, socialdemdcratas y liberales hemos
trabajado histéricamente sobre este consenso.

Acabamos de clausurar la Conferencia sobre el Futuro de Europa para reflexionar sobre cémo seguimos avanzando. Esa
sigue siendo la tnica base firme sobre la que construir esta casa comin, que no es un equilibrio de poder entre
naciones. Esa Europa de naciones anclada en el pasado nunca existié para los de la extrema derecha. Sefiores conserva-
dores, sefiores liberales, vuelvan a la casa comtn para seguir construyendo un futuro de paz y de democracia.

Mikulds Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Vice-President of the Commission.
Fundamental rights and freedoms, political and media pluralism, the rule of law and free, fair and transparent elections
are key elements of our democracies. While participation in politics can take many shapes, political parties remain at the
core of political life and play an essential role in engaging citizens and in promoting a healthy confrontation between
different — sometimes opposing — views of society and the economy.

Protecting an open and transparent political system, free from hostile interferences, is a challenge that should compel all
of us to take action. This is also a task for the EU as a whole, and has led the Czech Presidency to make the resilience of
democratic institutions one of its key priorities.
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To begin with, I can reaffirm that the Czech Presidency is fully committed to working with this House to reach a
political agreement on the revision of the Regulation on the statute and financing of European political parties and
foundations by the end of this year. This proposal is one of the two main elements of the Reinforcing democracy and
integrity of elections package, presented by the Commission, which aims to strengthen European democracy.

The revised Regulation will increase the visibility of European political parties and strengthen their transparency requi-
rements. In particular, the Council believes that the crucial element to limiting the risks of foreign interference in our
electoral processes is to restrict the possibility of contributions to European political parties only to Member States, to
member parties from the European Union.

We are also fully committed to making progress on another key proposal on the transparency and targeting of political
advertising. This proposal aims to increase transparency and accountability on political advertising and to reveal the
mechanisms behind the targeting and amplification techniques used in political advertising. It also covers campaigning
activities at all levels, including cross-border campaigning activities, which are clearly of particular interest to this House.

The Czech Presidency is working with a view to finding an agreement within the Council by the end of this year to
allow for negotiations with the Parliament to start as soon as possible.

Any interference in our political processes is unacceptable, particularly in the current geopolitical climate, and in the run
up to the 2024 European Parliament election. Any false narratives, including anti-European ones, information manipu-
lation and interference in our democracies cannot, and should not, be tolerated.

Let me be clear on this point: our fight against disinformation does not aim at suppressing diverging views, for instance,
on the goals and directions of European integration. But our societies deserve to be able to make their own properly
informed decisions, whether it is on health matters, on the political parties they choose to vote for, or on global events
that directly or indirectly impact their lives.

The Council closely follows new initiatives by the Commission in this area and is actively involved in the implementa-
tion of existing ones, such as the strengthened Code of Practice on Disinformation. We look forward to even more
ambitious actions based on the whole of society approach, as we must all be together in this fight against propaganda
and information manipulation.

Before concluding, let me stress once again our determination to protect scrupulously our core democratic values from
any hostile interference, foreign or otherwise.

Thank you very much once again for your attention.

Véra Jourova, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, honourable Minister, thank you for
organising this debate.

Democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights are the foundations on which the European Union is built. And we
know that democracy needs to be nurtured, needs to be protected, besides others, against the powers that seek to
destroy it. This is why we adopted the European Democracy Action Plan to protect free and fair elections, to fight
disinformation and to protect media freedom.

And we move further. President von der Leyen announced in this year’s State of the Union Address a Defence of
Democracy Package. This will include a legislative initiative to protect our democracies from entities funded by or linked
to third countries that may impact public opinion and the democratic sphere.

The Defence of Democracy Package will also be the occasion to review our actions under the European Democracy
Action Plan, and this will come just in time, a year ahead of the elections to the European Parliament, an important
moment in our democracy.
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In order to preserve free and fair elections, the Commission presented in November 2021 legislative proposals on the
transparency and targeting of political advertising and non-legislative measures to strengthen cooperation on electoral
resilience. I am glad that these proposals are currently being discussed in the European Parliament and the Council and I
hope trilogues can soon start so we can have them in place well ahead of the next European Parliament elections.

They will strengthen the integrity of our political processes and their resilience to interference and contribute to com-
bating disinformation and extremism through high transparency standards. We are convinced that people must know
why they are seeing a political ad, who paid for it, how much, what micro-targeting criteria were used. New technolo-
gies should be tools for emancipation, not for hidden manipulation.

Let me also add a few words on the political extremism, which affects heavily our societies and which can lead to
violence and murder, as we shockingly witnessed last week in Slovakia. The Russian military aggression against
Ukraine offered violent extremist movements an opportunity to create divisive narratives and to exploit them with the
aim of boosting anti-European sentiments.

We know that Russia supports white supremacists and other extremist right-wing groups on a global scale, encouraging
them with propaganda, instrumentalising their discourses and thus sowing polarisation, also in the European societies.
The war has also had an impact on the extreme left and anarchist-wing infosphere. Its narratives attract the attention of
non-violent militants and focus on crucial issues related to the nature and logic of the war.

The Commission is working with Member States to tackle the threat of violent right-wing extremism in the EU, inclu-
ding via Europol, which is in close contact with the Member States’ authorities and partner agencies to continuously
engage and exchange information and gather intelligence to draw up assessments of the terrorist and right-wing extre-
mist threats.

Tomas Tobé, for PPE-gruppen. — Herr talman! Kommissiondr, minister! Oberoende domstolar, pressfrihet, kvinnors rat-
tigheter — allt detta dr en del av de centrala virderingar som ska forsvaras over hela Europa.

Vi har problem. Vi ser att vi har stora utmaningar i Ungern, vi ser det i Polen, vi ser det i Malta. Vi har problem som vi
behover hantera. Nu forsoker Europas socialdemokrater gora gillande att Sverige 4r ett stort problem. Man gdr till attack
mot Sverige och den nya regeringen. Men, kollegor, det finns noll substans i detta.

I den regeringsforklaring som har presenterats i Sverige ska oberoende domstolar stirkas. Kvinnors rittigheter ska
stirkas. Oberoende medier ska stirkas. Sjalvklarheter! Sjalvklarheter i Sverige. Men vi ska ocksd fé en regering som ska
ta tag i de samhillsproblem vi har kring kriminalitet, som ska se till att vi ska fd en energipolitik och som ska se till att
vi minskar utanforskap.

Jag vill sdrskilt vinda mig till mina svenska kollegor hir i kammaren. Sverige har ett ordférandeskap som snart paborjas,
den 1 januari. Nu ér det vildigt viktigt att vi samlar oss, for Europa stdr infor stora utmaningar. Det dr dags for er att
acceptera den hir valforlusten.

Demokrati dr inte lika med en rost pd Socialdemokraterna, vénstern eller de grona. Det dr dags att visa lite ansvar. Vi
ska kritisera dir vi ser problem och dir regeringar agerar fel. Men att nu forsoka sitta etiketter som saknar all substans
pd denna regering, det ar faktiskt inte hedervart.

Gabriele Bischoff, im Namen der S§D-Fraktion. — Sehr geehrter Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Man
kann ja so den Eindruck bekommen, als ob Verharmlosung und Normalisierung von Rechtsextremen oder Postfaschisten
immer was ist, was die anderen machen, was nicht da passiert, wo wir sind. Aber das ist nicht der Fall, und deshalb
haben wir es auch auf die Agenda gesetzt. Wir sehen einfach, dass in vielen Mitgliedstaaten Rechtsextreme, Populisten,
Postfaschisten, Parteien mit Nazivergangenheit gewinnen und die Angste und Sorgen der Menschen ausnutzen. Wir
haben es in Italien und Schweden gesehen, wo sie es bis an die Regierungsbeteiligung schaffen — und in beiden Fillen
nur, weil sie auf die Unterstiitzung von Parteien der sogenannten politischen Mitte zahlen konnen. Gleichzeitig haben
Teile dieser Parteien die Diskurse dieser Parteien iibernommen, und sie normalisieren sie auch damit.
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Wir gucken uns Italien an, und da konnen wir sehen, dass Silvio Berlusconi, der ja der enge Parteifreund von Manfred
Weber ist, eine Koalition mit den postfaschistischen Briidern Italiens eingegangen ist. Und wie reagiert der Chef der
groflten Fraktion hier im Hause? Er verharmlost es einfach. Er beteuert, dass Forza Italia und Berlusconi ja nur in dieser
Koalition sind, damit sie proeuropdisch bleibt. Das ist doch nicht Thr Ernst, Herr Weber. Wiirden Sie in Deutschland in
eine Regierung mit der AfD eintreten, um zu sagen, wir wollen so sicherstellen, dass sie auf dem proeuropdischen Kurs
bleibt?

Ich meine, wir haben gerade die Tage durch neue Tweets von Berlusconi gesehen, auf wessen Seite er steht: auf Putins
Seite, wo er noch einmal bekriftigt hat, dass der ihm einen tollen Brief geschrieben hat und 20 Flaschen Wodka
geschickt und er ebenso nett reagiert hat. Kolleginnen und Kollegen, diese Muster der Verharmlosung sind wirklich
gefahrlich. Sie sind politisch gefihrlich, und wir haben es gesehen, wie lange Orbdn und sein illiberales Demokratiege-
habe auch hier in diesem Haus in der grofSten Fraktion verharmlost wurden. Lassen Sie uns umkehren, denn das ist ein
gefahrlicher Weg. Zuriick zu einem Bollwerk der Demokratie gegen Rechtsextreme und Postfaschisten!

Valérie Hayer, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, Monsieur le Ministre, chers
collegues, nous sommes désormais chaque jour confrontés aux propos et aux idées de l'extréme droite, sur les réseaux
sociaux, notamment, sous forme d'insultes ou de fake news.

Mme Garcia Pérez n'est plus 1a, présente dans cet hémicycle, mais jaurais voulu lui répondre. Jaurais voulu lui répondre
que sur les réseaux sociaux, ces insultes sont du méme calibre que les insultes honteuses de I'ancien premier ministre
slovaque Robert Fico envers la présidente Caputovd, jamais condamné par la vice-présidente des socialistes Monika
Beniovad qui lui tenait compagnie. J'aurais voulu lui dire, 8 M™ Garcia, lui répondre que nous n’avons pas attendu pour
nous désolidariser des libéraux suédois. Alors que certains de vos partis sont protégés malgré leurs affaires, comme le
Parti socialiste maltais ou les socialistes bulgares proches du Kremlin, eh bien, les propos de votre présidente étaient
indignes.

Jen reviens a mon propos initial, chers collegues. Malheureusement, il est devenu banal de lire ou d’entendre des theses
homophobes. Des théses qui ménent au pire, comme le meurtre de deux hommes a Bratislava il y a une semaine. Les
contre-vérités pullulent, du prétendu effet mortel des vaccins au caractére inoffensif de la COVID, en passant par la soi-
disant Ukraine nazie. Et je ne pense pas étre la seule ici, malheureusement, a faire ce constat.

Ces idées et mensonges viennent toujours des mémes réseaux au service des extrémes et en particulier de l'extréme
droite. Alors j'en appelle a tous les pro-européens et a vous aussi, socialistes. Réveillons-nous, réveillons-nous ensemble!
1l est plus que temps de combattre ces mensonges éhontés, de rétablir la vérité. Défendons nos valeurs, défendons nos
journalistes, défendons le droit d’aimer qui on veut, défendons le droit de disposer de son corps, défendons le droit a la
protection des personnes qui fuient la guerre ou l'oppression. N'en ayons pas honte! Défendons la planéte, ne cédons
rien au scepticisme climatique. Défendons l'indépendance de la justice, la liberté de nos médias. Défendons notre Union
et tout ce quelle représente. Soyons fiers, soyons confiants, soyons courageux et renvoyons pour de bon ces idées au
passé, au passé auquel elles appartiennent.

Alice Kuhnke, for Verts/ ALE-gruppen. — Herr talman! Idéer 4r som energi. De forsvinner inte, utan de omvandlas. Vart
ansvar dr att forstd vilka idéer som ger forutsittningar till liv och gemenskap, och vilka idéer som skapar splittring, som
bygger misstankar mellan méanniskor, som blir till hat, som sakta men sikert forgor.

De nationalistiska idéer som gavs utrymme och vixte fram i borjan av 1900-talet, och som slutade i Forintelsen, finns
fortfarande kvar. I dagens EU birs de av de hogerextrema. Men precis som dé far de i dag hjilp av framfor allt konser-
vativa och liberala politiker, som forblindade av sin egen vinning tror att de kan timja monster.

Hogerpopulismen forfor littfotade politiker. Det ser vi i Italien, det ser vi i Ungern, i Kroatien och sorgligt nog dven i
Sverige — landet som snart tar 6ver EU:s ordférandeklubba.
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For att inte tvingas upprepa var historia maste vi kunna den. Vi mdste forstd hur det ena leder till det andra, och vi som
vill std pa ritt sida av historien méste vdga ta obekvima beslut. Vi méste vdga forsvara det som vi vet ger vdra barn en
framtid att se fram emot, och vi mdste sitta hirt mot hart mot alla steg i motsatt riktning. Och det méste goras nu. Det
borde ha gjorts nyss. Vi har inte en sekund att forlora.

Laura Huhtasaari, on behalf of the ID Group. — Mr President, if you ask the left-leaning parties, they think that all the
other parties are some kind of extreme, which should be excluded and stigmatised. This is how the European Parliament
works. It discriminates against my ID Group.

Dear friends, referendums and respecting the result is democracy. In Italy, God, family and the nation state won. This
may come as a surprise to you, but it is part of democracy that power changes from time to time. The biggest advantage
of Brexit is that even if the election result does not please von der Leyen, she cannot threaten Britain any more, as she
threatened Italy. In Sweden, common sense finally won. Immigration policy will change and the Ministry of the
Environment will be abolished.

I wonder why the European Parliament is never worried about communism, even though there are parties in the
governments of the Member States whose name is ‘the Communist Party’.

Patryk Jaki, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Pani Komisarz! Ot6z najpierw ustalmy fakty. Szanowni
Pafistwo, jaka ideologia pochlongla najwiecej ofiar w historii $wiata? Ot6z ta ideologig byl komunizm. Komunizm,
ktory jak rozumiem, wam nie przeszkadza, bo pelno tutaj ludzi, ktérzy odwotuja si¢ do tej ideologii, w tym, jak roz-
umiem, réwniez w rzadzie koalicyjnym w Hiszpanii. I to wam w ogéle nie przeszkadza.

Przypomnijmy, czym byl i na jakich warto$ciach opieral si¢ komunizm: na walce z Bogiem i chrzescijanistwem, na walce
z rodzina, na walce z wolnoscig i na walce z prawdziwymi fundamentami europejskosci, ktore sg trzy od ponad dwéch
tysiecy lat: filozofia grecka, rzymskie prawo, chrzescijafistwo. Na tym zbudowano pokéj w Europie, najwicksze dzieta
sztuki, architektury, filozofii, powszechny system edukacji, pierwszg konstytucje w Europie, ktéra powstata w katolickiej
Polsce. Schuman wyznawal te warto$ci, do ktérych si¢ tak czesto odwolujecie. A dzisiaj, gdyby przyszed! tutaj do tego
parlamentu, pewnie nie méglby pelni¢ zadnej funkcji. Bo taka jest w was demokracja, ze jak w Szwecji wygra ktos, kto
wam si¢ nie podoba, to nie ma demokracji. Bo co? Tak samo w Hiszpanii, jezeliby wygralby kto$, kto wam si¢ nie
podoba, czy we Wloszech wygrywa ktos, kto si¢ wam nie podoba, to wtedy nie ma demokracji. Bo prawdziwa demo-
kracja dla was to jest tylko wtedy, kiedy wygrywa lewica. Tylko ze to nie jest, szanowni Pafistwo, demokracja, tylko to
jest dyktatura.

Dokladnie tak samo jest z tym kryterium praworzadnosci. W Polsce sg takie same rozwigzania jak w innych panstwach.
Tylko wam to przeszkadza, bo méwicie ,moze i sa, ale oni majg gorsza kulture i tradycj¢”. To sa poglady wlasnie
rasistowskie, ktére doprowadzily do wszystkich wojen w Europie.

Nie idZcie ta droga. Prawdziwa demokracja polega na tym, ze stuchacie ludzi, a nie wyobrazacie sobie, ze tylko wy
bedziecie decydowali o tym, kto naprawde bedzie rzadzit w poszczegdlnych krajach.

Niyazi Kizilyiirek, on behalf of The Left Group. — Mr President, Theodor Adorno, already in 1967, pointed out that one
of the causes of the rise of the extreme right is the failure of liberal democracies to fulfil their promises and satisfy the
needs of the citizens. It is true that, with no liberal policies in recent years, the gap between the privileged and the vast
majority of the population has increased.

The far right exploits the dissatisfaction of the angry masses and mobilises ressentiment against the political class. What
the extreme right provides are nationalism, anti-enlightenment, xenophobia and political authoritarianism. It talks about
exclusive and pure national identity, it turns against immigration, especially against Muslim immigrants, and presents the
EU as a threat. For the far right, the multicultural EU is denationalising European people.

We should be aware that the rise of the right goes hand in hand with the rise of nationalism. Indeed, in the historical
context, all 21st century nationalism means far right. Unfortunately, when it comes to issues such as national identity
and multiculturalism, the mainstream right is often using similar discourses to the extreme right and is normalising the
narrative of far right thinking.
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Miroslav Radacovsky (NI). — Vézeny pan predsedajici, predpokladdm, Ze keby tu bolo vietkych 705 europoslancov a
kazdého z nich by som sa spytal, kto je pravicovy extrémista, tak nezdvihol by ruku nikto. Keby som sa opytal vo
Svédsku, v Taliansku, v Madarsku, v Pol'sku, v Spanielsku, v Chorvétsku, kto je pravicovy extrémista a kto volil pravi-
covych extrémistov, tak nezdvihne ruku nikto. Jednoducho, kazdy by mi odpovedal, Ze je patriotom, Ze je patriotom
svojej vlasti, Ze je $védskym patriotom, talianskym patriotom, madarskym patriotom, chorvitskym patriotom. Vam,
liberalnej demokracii prekdza, Ze tu nie stdpa pravicovy extrémizmus, ale Ze tu stdpa patriotizmus a patriotizmus nie
je ani pravicovy, ani lavicovy. Patriotizmus je jednoducho patriotizmus, vztah k vlasti. A pokial budd silné patriotické
Stity ndrodné, tak bude aj silnd Eurdpa. A pokial nebude patriotizmus v kazdom Stdte, pocit obcana, lisky k svojej
vlasti, k spolupatricnosti k Eurépe, tak to tu moze skonlit. Ja som tieZ na Slovensku predsedom strany Slovensky
patriot, a kedZe tento péan biicha, tak kon¢im.

Fulvio Martusciello (PPE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, che cos'¢ la democrazia? La democrazia ¢ il voto del
popolo.

In Svezia a settembre ha votato I'82 % dei cittadini svedesi; hanno scelto liberamente, senza costrizioni, senza violenze,
si sono recati in cabina elettorale e hanno espresso un voto. La stessa cosa € accaduta in Italia il 25 settembre. Il 64 %
degli italiani ¢ andato nella cabina elettorale e ha fatto la propria scelta, ragionevolmente, consapevolmente.

Questa ¢ la democrazia: ¢ il diritto dei cittadini di poter scegliere liberamente da chi essere governati e questo
Parlamento non pud sindacare cosa sia giusto o sbagliato, non possiamo ritenere che un governo sia non in linea
soltanto perché non ha le stesse idee che magari abbiamo noi nel cuore. Dobbiamo essere razionali nel giudicare i
governi e dobbiamo giudicare i governi dagli atti, da quello che faranno.

Ho sentito, devo dire la verita, tante sciocchezze sul mio paese, sull'ltalia. Noi siamo chiari, chiarissimi, sulla nostra linea
politica estera. Siamo stati i primi a condannare l'invasione in Ucraina e la nostra linea non cambiera assolutamente con
il nuovo governo, cosi come non era cambiata con i governi precedenti.

Ecco, dobbiamo essere consapevoli che gli atti che feriscono sono quelli che magari sono accaduti qui oggi in questo
Parlamento, quando un emendamento corretto, che voleva tentare di ripristinare la corretta educazione dei ragazzi
palestinesi sia stato bocciato e non sia stato messo in votazione. Questi sono gli atti che feriscono: I'antisemitismo
dilagante che purtroppo ¢ presente anche in questo Parlamento e sta trovando grande spazio in Europa.

Heléne Fritzon (S&D). — Herr talman! Kommissionen och rddet! "Sverigedemokraterna har en nationalistisk bakgrund
och ett forflutet som dr bedrovligt. De star for saker jag inte stdr for. De har en annan syn pd kultur och jamstalldhet.
Deras historia dr ju verkligen sjuklig.” Orden kommer fran svenska Liberalernas partiledare Johan Pehrson i en tv-
intervju. Samma parti, Liberalerna, har nu ingdtt avtal med detta hogerextrema parti, Sverigedemokraterna. Ett avtal
som innebir att Sverigedemokraterna med sin hogerextrema agenda nu dikterar villkoren for den nya svenska regerin-
gen ddr Liberalerna ingdr.

Det som for ndgra ar sedan var otdnkbart for hogerpartierna och Liberalerna, att samarbeta med extremhogern, har
blivit accepterat och normalt, sa till den milda grad att man viljer bort sin egen politik. For Liberalerna hade ett val, ett
avgorande val, och de valde att ge makt at extremhogern. Jag trodde aldrig, aldrig att detta skulle kunna hinda i mitt
land, Sverige. Liberalerna i Sverige ska skimmas.

Genom de svenska Liberalerna har Renew nu Oppnat dorren for samarbete med ECR. Kommer vi att gd samma vig i
detta hus? Renew, det ar er tur. Ni maste vara tydliga. Ni mdste gora ert val.

Vi har utmaningar i EU, ddr vi mdste hdlla ssmman. Och for oss socialdemokrater dr det en sjilvklarhet att virna véra
grundldggande virden och inte ge extremhogern mer inflytande 4n man redan har genom att man ar invald i parlamen-
tet.

Jag hoppas att bdde EPP och Renew forstar allvaret i den har fragan. Ett exempel i Sverige ar att den nya regeringen
redan har skrotat den vilkinda feministiska utrikespolitiken. Det ar bara bérjan.
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Katalin Cseh (Renew). — Mr President, let me give you an example that clearly shows not only how anti-EU disinfor-
mation is being spread by far right forces in the EU, but also how passivity from the European institutions is playing a
part in the problem. As with many of you right now, there are mass protests in Hungary because people have had
enough of the government defunding public education to the brink of collapse. The answer to this from government
propaganda is very clear: Brussels is to blame for all this.

Viktor Orban said with his own words that it's because of the European Union that there are no wage increases for
teachers. The reason why a Hungarian teacher earns EUR 700 is you, colleagues, not the Prime Minister who has been
governing for 12 years with a super-majority. Well, no surprises here, right?

My question to you, colleagues, why wasn't there a single Commission official who bothered to refute these blatant lies.
These are the same lies as are spread about the Ukraine war and just about every major policy field in the EU. Did they
not learn the lesson from Brexit, another far right anti-EU campaign that was sold on lies? It could work because these
lies were met with deafening silence from the EU side. Anti-EU disinformation is corroding our Union from within, so
it's time for the Commission to do something about it.

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, far right is seeking normalisation and we are giving it to
them. First, they had to disguise their fascist legacy, their most frightening symbols and their worst racist, violent
thetoric. Second, they asked right-wing and liberal centrists to open the door, to let them in a bit, accessing little places
of power in Parliament, even in government, and spreading this false narrative that sometimes the left would be more
extremist than far-right. It happened in Austria, now Italy, Sweden, France.

And now third, we should be all reassured because they are not claiming they want to leave the European Union
anymore. But why should they? They can do scary far-right politics, take the money, use the single market and influence
the decisions. Viktor Orbdn paved the way. Eating up the EU from the inside is the new respectable path of power for
the far right.

Isabella Tovaglieri (ID). - Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, mi rivolgo innanzitutto a chi oggi ha voluto fortemente
questo dibattito, cio¢ le sinistre europee. Ancora una volta volete convincerci che i governi sono democratici solo
quando a vincere le elezioni siete voi, oppure, meglio ancora, quando al governo andate voi, magari senza un mandato
elettorale, esattamente come ¢ accaduto per molti anni in Italia.

Ossessionate da chi la pensa diversamente da voi, state tenendo in ostaggio questo Parlamento impedendoci di affrontare
i veri problemi dell'Europa. 1l pericolo delle destre non esiste, non ci sono prove, ma solo tanti pregiudizi e propaganda
a buon mercato.

Parliamo invece del pericolo delle sinistre antidemocratiche: da quando avete perso il contatto con i reali problemi non
rispettate il voto popolare e mettete alla gogna governi democraticamente eletti. Parliamo invece del pericolo delle
sinistre europee che non si vergognano di fare accordi con i dittatori di mezzo mondo e che premono per far entrare
in Europa la Turchia, un’assurdita a cui solo le destre europee si sono opposte.

E allora basta con questo teatrino. L'unico pericolo che corre oggi quest’Aula ¢ di perdere tempo prezioso per discutere
di caro energia, di caro bollette e di inflazione che erode i salari. Allora, se non per rispetto a noi, almeno per rispetto di
chi ci ha eletti, lasciate questo Parlamento libero di lavorare seriamente, di dare risposte concrete che i cittadini si
attendono. Perché, care sinistre, i cittadini non si convincono con le accuse, ma con programmi seri, concreti e credibili
e le elezioni in Italia ve lo hanno dimostrato.

Jorge Buxadé Villalba (ECR). — Sefior presidente, ustedes se comportan como un matén en el patio del colegio.
Durante afios, han estado amedrentando a los nifios, pero hoy hay una generacién que ha decidido plantarles cara.

Después de oir el debate, se demuestra de nuevo que nadie en Europa recibe mds insultos, odio y violencia que eso que
ustedes llaman la extrema derecha. Pero ya no dan miedo, dan vergiienza ajena.
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Si quieres un empleo estable: extrema derecha. Si respetas a tus padres y exiges el derecho a educar a tus hijos: extrema
derecha. Si no quieres vivir compartiendo un apartamento de treinta metros cuadrados: extrema derecha. Si amas a tu
nacion: extrema derecha. Si intentas vivir tu fe cristiana de forma coherente: extrema derecha. Si te parece ridiculo el
feminismo woke que atenta contra las leyes bioldgicas: extrema derecha. Si quieres pasear seguro por las calles de tu
ciudad: extrema derecha. Si sabes que solo con molinos y placas solares no vamos a mantener la dignidad de Europa:
extrema derecha. Si no quieres que las élites millonarias decidan por ti y quieres que decida el pueblo: extrema derecha.

Todo el que se enfrenta a ustedes debe ser expulsado del espacio publico, pero esto se ha acabado. Ya no va a ser asi,
porque vamos a ganar en toda Europa.

Eugenia Rodriguez Palop (The Left). — Sefior presidente, sefior Buxadé, me ha facilitado la intervencién porque yo
justo iba a empezar con esta campafia de la extrema derecha en Espafia.

Si te sales del caminito marcado del pensamiento dnico, serds cualquier cosa, pero también facha. Y sigue. Si decides
hablar bien de nuestra historia: facha. Si crees que Espafia es mds fuerte unida: muy facha. Si crees que las victimas del
terrorismo merecen respeto: muy facha. Si piensas algo tan légico como que el hombre es hombre y la mujer es mujer:
facha. Que defiendes la vida y la familia: facha.

Esta es una de las campaiias, de las simpdticas campaiias, de la extrema derecha en Espafia. Una campaiia que se apropia
de tu familia, de tus abuelos, de tus hijos, de tu identidad sexual y hasta de tu madre.

La extrema derecha juega a distorsionar ironizando para homologarse, pero se opone a las leyes LGTBIQ, a la educacién
sexual, a las leyes de la infancia, a la memoria democratica o a los servicios ptblicos que necesitan los mdas vulnerables.

Digdmoslo claro: el racismo no es normal, no es normal el clasismo, ni la xenofobia, ni el machismo y, si, en efecto, es
fascismo y no se puede normalizar porque ha generado y genera victimas.

Carles Puigdemont i Casamajé (NI). — Monsieur le Président, le blanchiment est quotidien et structurel, mais nous ne
le vaincrons pas avec des slogans ou avec une supériorité morale face a leurs discours de plus en plus sophistiqués. 1l
faut commencer a démanteler leurs arguments un par un pour démontrer, au moyen de données, qu'ils n'ont pas raison
dans les débats ou ils se sentent a l'aise — immigration, religion, sécurité, fiscalité, etc. Nous devons renouveler notre
argumentaire parce qu'ils I'ont fait.

Mais tandis que nous dénoncons les discours de haine, il y a des Etats qui contribuent au blanchiment quotidien et
structurel de ces discours. L'Espagne est pleine de rues et de places nommées d’aprés Franco ou les franquistes. A
Madrid, ils ont décidé de dédier une rue a la division Azul, l'armée espagnole de volontaires qui est allée combattre
aux cotés de Hitler. Le fondateur du parti fasciste est toujours enterré dans un mausolée de I'Etat. La Fondation Francisco
Franco, illégale, et ses héritiers politiques ont des accords de gouvernance avec les partis populaires.

Le probleme n'est pas seulement l'extréme droite. Le probleme est que ce qui la favorise, y compris la tolérance ou
méme les métaphores sur le paradis européen et la jungle du reste du monde.

Lorant Vincze (PPE). — Mr President, strangely enough, we never have a debate in this House about the dangers of the
extreme left for our societies. I could tell you a lot about how extreme left communism devastated my country,
Romania. In Sweden, the government was formed yesterday, while in Italy it has not even been formed yet.
Nonetheless, the left in this house wants to put a quarantine stamp on a majority that emerged in free and democratic
elections.

Colleagues, we can certainly have ideological debates, but we cannot alter the vote of citizens. This would not be
democracy anymore, but an ideological dictatorship. Perform better in the elections, not in making outcasts of the
winners. The centre right was always careful in choosing its partners and, more importantly, in keeping its coalitions
on a firmly European track. I am certain this will be the case in Italy and in Sweden this time around too.
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Today’s debate is not timely at all, but it gives us the opportunity to stay where we stay. We need the centre right and
Christian Democrats. We state clearly that the left has no monopoly on what Europe is, on what Europeans can think
about it, and on how Europe should look.

Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefior presidente, al igual que hay gente que opina que el populismo es una
férmula demasiado genérica que requiere conclusiones nacionales, hay quienes dicen que la extrema derecha también
exige un examen detallado, que no es la misma la que llega al Gobierno en Italia que la que lo hace en Suecia.

Y, sin embargo, exhiben rasgos comunes: el primero, es un nacionalismo reaccionario, propenso a embarcarse en
guerras culturales e identitarias y, por tanto, directamente contrario a la diversidad, que es el valor constitutivo de la
Uni6n Europea; el segundo, su carcter rabiosamente antigualitario, lo que la enfrenta tanto con el feminismo como con
los movimientos que considera progresistas, porque se fundan precisamente en la exaltacion del valor de la igualdad;
pero, sobre todo, el rasgo mds preocupante, porque conduce a la conclusién de que es rectamente antieuropea, es que
practica un lenguaje que entronca con el discurso del odio, que la historia demuestra que propende al delito de odio.

Hemos debatido, en esta sesion, el asesinato infame en Bratislava, por un pistolero de extrema derecha, de dos personas
discriminadas por su orientacion sexual. De modo que hay que decir que, cuando se comete un delito contra inmigran-
tes, no es ninguna otra ideologfa, es siempre la extrema derecha, y eso es directamente antieuropeo.

Y, por tanto, la conclusién es clara: cualquier forma de colaboracién politica con la extrema derecha no puede ser
blanqueada, porque acaba siendo una forma de complicidad con delitos de odio. Delitos de odio que no pueden ser
en ningin caso subestimados ni banalizados.

Ramona Strugariu (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, rapoarte ale serviciilor de informatii americane si europene publi-
cate de presd ne spun cid Rusia a investit in ultimii ani cel putin 300 de milioane de dolari in tiri de pe trei continente,
pentru a influenta politica si politicile noastre publice. Sunt cifre infime, doar varful aisbergului. Existd agentii Rusiei si
existd asa-numitii idioti utili ai Kremlinului, care fac agenda propagandei ruse gratuit si devastator pentru democratie.
Orice demers de legitimare a unui partid sau politician extremist de citre oricare dintre familiile politice europene are
costuri greu de imaginat. Avem deja factiuni extremiste si ultraconservatoare in Europa la guvernare. Uitati-vd in jur.
Vorbim despre acei pentru care drepturile sociale nu existd, pentru care superioritatea rasei este o credintd, pentru care
diversitatea se pliteste cu moartea. Bitilia urmdtoarei decade este pentru valori, drepturi si libertiti. Fie o castigdm, fie
nu vom mai exista ca democratii. Auristii, melonistii si democratii suedezi si altii asemenea nu trebuie vreodatd si facd
agenda politicd a Europei si a tdrilor noastre. Atunci cind se va intdmpla asta am pierdut pacea, libertatea, democratia,
echilibrul. Adica tot.

Diana Riba i Giner (Verts/ALE). — Sefior presidente, sefiora comisaria, en Italia contemplamos cémo la extrema
derecha gobernard con el apoyo impagable del partido de Berlusconi, miembro del PPE.

En Espaiia, el Partido Popular —otra vez, PPE— abre las puertas de gobiernos regionales a Vox, un partido que no
condena el franquismo, que es antieuropeista y aliado de Putin y que predica una ideologia xenéfoba y miségina.

Y ante este blanqueo del fascismo, no escuchamos nada mds que el silencio del PPE, pero cuando realmente gana la
extrema derecha es cuando aquellos que se denominan demdcratas adoptan su lenguaje y sus marcos mentales.

Y esto ocurre incluso dentro de la misma Comisién. Es inaceptable que el vicepresidente Borrell hable de Occidente
como de un jardin y del resto del mundo como de una jungla a la que parece que haya que civilizar. Una metéfora que
desprende su supremacismo intolerable.

Combatir este fenémeno es una causa colectiva que nos interpela a todas las demdcratas y que nos obliga a responder
con una propuesta valiente basada en la inclusién, la igualdad y el bien comin.

Nicolaus Fest (ID). — Herr Prisident, verehrte Kollegen! Als ich das Thema sah — Weiwaschung der extremen und
antieuropdischen Parteien —, dachte ich mir: Wer auler den Linken kann solch einen Quatsch auf die Agenda setzen?
Aber tatsdchlich freue ich mich tiber die Debatte, denn sie zeigt, dass auch die Linken sehen, was wir inzwischen alle
sehen. Die linke Weltsicht, die linke Kulturhegemonie zerbricht: in Schweden, in Italien, in Ungarn, natiirlich in Polen -
aber auch in Frankreich ist sie kurz davor. Die Wahlergebnisse zeigen es tiberdeutlich.
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Genau diese Wahlergebnisse sind auch der Grund, warum wir diese Debatte hier heute fithren — wenn es denn {iber-
haupt eine Debatte ist. Es geht nur darum, rechte Parteien, konservative Parteien zu diffamieren, ohne dass man dafiir
irgendwelche Argumente hat. Aber Sie sollten zur Kenntnis nehmen: Die Leute, die Menschen wollen keine linke Hege-
monie mehr. Sie haben genug von offenen Grenzen und importierter Kriminalitit, sie haben genug von Gender und
Wokeness, sie haben genug von exzessiven Minderheitenrechten und sie wollen bezahlbare Energie und keine Deindus-
trialisierung per Green Deal.

Die didnischen Sozialdemokraten iibrigens haben das schon vor einiger Zeit begriffen, als sie die Einwanderung deutlich
beschrinkten. Auch die schwedischen Sozialdemokraten haben das getan, wenn auch zu spit. Sind das Ihrer Ansicht
nach nun alles Faschisten? Vielleicht sollte die Linke vor der nichsten Europawahl mal dariiber nachdenken, wie sie sich
der Wirklichkeit und den Bediirfnissen der Menschen wieder ein wenig annahert. Sonst — das wire allerdings auch zu
begriilen — haben wir bald nach der nichsten Wahl deutlich weniger Linke hier im Parlament.

Raffaele Stancanelli (ECR). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, purtroppo anche oggi ci troviamo a partecipare a
un dibattito che speravamo non fosse di pura propaganda o che sfociasse nella faziosita se si chiama in causa la destra
italiana.

E evidente infatti il tentativo di qualificare come estrema una precisa parte politica, con lintento di criminalizzare i
risultati elettorali che, anche in una nazione fondativa dell’Europa come I'ltalia, ci sono stati.

Raccontare una destra antieuropeista evidenzia la volonta precisa di narrare una realta che non esiste, dal momento che
quella italiana ¢ stata sempre, nei decenni, europeista e radicata nell'Occidente. Negli ultimi trent'anni la destra italiana
ha partecipato a governi nazionali, ha eletto decine di migliaia di amministratori, centinaia di sindaci e presidenti di
regione, io stesso sono stato sindaco di una grande citta, abbiamo svolto la nostra azione politica e amministrativa nel
rispetto della Costituzione italiana e delle leggi e ci siamo sottoposti, al termine del mandato, al giudizio degli elettori.

Ora gli italiani hanno dato una larga maggioranza al centrodestra e Giorgia Meloni, leader di Fratelli d'Italia, si appresta a
presiedere il governo italiano. Non abbiamo bisogno di alcuna riabilitazione e continueremo a combattere ogni forma di
estremismo e di violenza.

Kovotavtivog ApBavitne (The Left). — Kopie [Tpoedpe, axouya toug ekmpooonous tou Euponaikol Adikol Koppatog kat
pou fpde o Tithog «Qpaio pou muvtplor. Ankadr), cav va pnv katahafaivete T éyive oty Zoundia, cav va v Katalafoi-
vete T yivetar oty Itahia. Ot gikot Ttou Moucolivt €xouv éplet ota mpaypata kat cuvaweite oe autd. H akpaia dekid avripe-
TOMETOL PE TPOTO —EMEKAOS Ja Mw— «anmOAITIK» KAl O AQNYNHA KAl G TPAKTIKT, PE TV AVICTOPI|TI TPOGEYYION TOU £XETE
Kkat, Pefaing, pe autiv ) AoyiKi TG avade®prong Kal TOU avavemprTiopoy TG 1oTopiag.

H ydpa pou eiye 600.000 vekpols and toug vali kot Toug gaoiotes. [Totoug gemhévete edm; Oéhw va oag mo ot 1 defa mavta
enévdue ki eEakohoudel va enevdlel ot Snuioupyia eowteptkov exdpav. [Towikomnolel T QTOYEL, TOWIKOTOLEL TO S1APOPETIKO,
nowtkonotoveav Tote Toug Efpaioug o1 akpodetiol kar o1 gacioteg kar ofpepa mowvikomotouv 0,Tt drjuoupyel mpoPAnua oto
agrynua touc. Ot eumetpieg Tou 1935 dev mpéner va pag agroouv va pnv katahafaivoupe T akpifog oupfaivel. Aev pmopoUpe
va kavoupe ta ida Aadn. Aev mpénet va deioupe kapia avoyr) otov gactopo, oty akpaia dekid ... (O IIpoedpoc apaipei Tov
Adyo amo Tov opAnth)

Baldzs Hidvéghi (NI). — Mr President, dear colleagues, what is this debate really about? It's not about the whitewashing
of anybody; it’s really about the intellectual terror waged by the European left against everybody who dares to disagree
with them. They would label as an extremist anybody who is against Islamist migration, who defends the traditional
family or defends children from LGBTI propaganda. It shows how hysterical and intolerant the Socialists, the Liberals
and the Greens have become. They now openly disrespect the democratic decision of the people. The Swedes or Italians
elect a Conservative government, and here they are unleashing a vicious attack against them, just like hunting dogs.

Let me be clear: being pro-European does not mean being left wing, and it is certainly not the prerogative of the left to
define what constitutes pro-European or who is a good Conservative or Christian Democrat. This debate, by the way, is
also an illustration of the failed political strategy of the EPP. Mr Weber, who is curiously absent from the Chamber now,
has manoeuvred his party into a spectacular dead end. This is what happens when you give up your principles in the
hope from the left of, I don’t know, positions or soft treatment by the press. They will never be satisfied with you. You
should not follow this route.
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Ioan-Rares Bogdan (PPE). — Excelentele voastre, discursul rasist, anti-minoritdti, anti-european si pro-putinist nu a
apdrut in urma pandemiei si inflatiei. Pandemia si factura la energie au fost doar picitura care a umplut paharul in
acest razboi anti-european. Dacd stim sd vorbim cu cetdtenii, extrema dreaptd va creste doar pe termen scurt. Ma
ingrijoreazd altceva. Extrema dreaptd este acceptatd uneori la dialogul politic, dupa ce actorii ei pretind cd renunti la
discursul pro-rus si elementele radicale. Acest zbor sub radar este extrem de periculos. Si mai periculos este insi atunci
cand partidele traditionale preiau discursul radical, sperdnd si adune voturi. Solutia nu este aici. Solutia este ca oamenii
sd fie ajutati si treacd peste aceastd perioadd dificild. Totodatd, trebuie sd le ardtim sursele de finantare ale extremei
drepte si vor constata ci politicienii care profitd de crizd sunt doar actori intr-un teatru de papusi. Europenii trebuie sd
stie asta. Verificarea transferurilor bancare nu trebuie sd se limiteze la suspiciuni de terorism sau spilare de bani. In
numele delegatiei PPE pe Romania, cer verificarea surselor de finantare ale extremei drepte europene. Bugetul Uniunii
Europene nu mai poate contribui la salariile marionetelor lui Putin.

Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, in Germania si potrebbe mai immaginare di esporre un
ritratto di Adolf Hitler nella sede della Cancelleria? In Italia invece la seconda carica dello Stato, Ignazio La Russa,
asserisce che togliere un ritratto di Mussolini da un ministero ¢ una vergognosa cancel culture, ma si deve vergognare il
presidente del Senato La Russa, perché l'antifascismo ¢ il fondamento della nostra Repubblica nata dalla Resistenza.

Ma Italia rischia oggi di perdere la bussola ancora per altri motivi. Come non ricordare oggi Berlusconi che, dopo aver
inizialmente condannato a singhiozzi la guerra di Mosca, continua ora a rinnovare la storica fedelta al padrone del
Cremlino, arrivando ad affermare senza pudore di essersi recentemente scambiato doni e lettere con Putin, nonostante
le sanzioni, e di essere il primo dei suoi cinque veri amici.

Questa grave deriva del Partito popolare europeo interessa non solo ITtalia, ma tanti altri paesi. E il momento che i veri
moderati e liberali prendano un'altra strada, cosi come ¢ necessario che la sinistra sappia fare la sua parte senza tenten-
namenti.

In Italia non staremo a guardare questa deriva pericolosa e porteremo avanti un'opposizione dura, nell'interesse degli
italiani e degli europei. L'’Europa e ITtalia meritano un’alternativa vera, fuori da vecchi compromessi del passato, che
sappia dare speranza a chi oggi I'ha persa. Ce la metteremo tutta.

Irena Joveva (Renew). — Gospod predsednik. Omejevanje clovekovih pravic, napadi na novinarje, brutalni napadi na
LGBTQI+, nespostovanje vladavine prava, korupcija. To je samo nekaj grozljivih dejanj iz Unije, na katera nekateri glasno
opozarjamo Ze leta. Prikazujejo pojemanje demokrati¢nih vrednot, za kar je v nasi druzbi odgovorna radikalno skrajno
desna populisti¢na opcija, ampak nasa opozorila vedno znova naletijo na gluha usesa, o ¢emer prica porast neliberalnih
teZenj.

Skrajna desnica za mobilizacijo ljudstva in svojih privrZencev uporablja zgodovinsko zapuscino s pogosto sprevrzeno
interpretacijo. V Sloveniji na primer skrajna desnica to pocne prek navideznega boja proti Ze dolgo neobstojecemu
komunizmu, Unija pa namesto ukrepanja izraZa zaskrbljenost. Pomanjkanje ukrepov in resitev pa medtem skrajni des-
nici omogo¢a moznost nadaljnjega Sirjenja in, kot vemo, njihovo Sirjenje pomeni konstantno rusenje temeljev Unije.
Evropo moramo razbremeniti kleptokratskih, avtokratskih teZenj in zavarovati nase vrednote. Dovolj je zatiskanja oi.

Rosa D’Amato (Verts/ALE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, per raggiungere il potere l'estrema destra ha impa-
rato che bisogna indossare la maschera della moderazione o normalizzazione, ma le bugie hanno le gambe corte.

[ cittadini europei si renderanno conto molto presto delle vostre intenzioni: facilitare I'evasione fiscale e prendersela
invece con i pitt vulnerabili, importare gas dalle dittature e poi incolpare il Green Deal di tutti i mali del mondo,
difendere le multinazionali quando scappano nei paradisi fiscali devastando interi popoli ed ecosistemi, mentre a casa
vostra avete solo un’ossessione: tagliare i servizi pubblici, dalla sanita all'educazione.

Da italiana, da europea, dico con forza che non potra mai essere normale I'omofobia, la xenofobia, la negazione dei
principi elementari delle civilta moderne. Non sara mai normale puntare il dito contro le differenze, contro gli immigrati
che fuggono da guerre e dalla poverta.
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[ diritti umani non sono negoziabili. Non abbasseremo la guardia, ci troverete qui in piazza a denunciare le vostre
ipocrisie e a ricordarvi che siete il passato.

Filip De Man (ID). - Voorzitter, collega’s, vandaag voert men nog maar eens het proces van onze rechtse fractie.
Termen als “racist” en “fascist” moeten daarbij natuurlijk dienen als afschrikking voor de kiezers. Het is een oude truc
die onze politieke tegenstanders gebruiken om ons monddood te maken, want wij zijn verdoken aanhangers van Hitler.

Nu, volgens mij had die man beter niet bestaan, maar het belangrijkst van al is natuurlijk dat niemand in onze fractie
zich beroept op het nazisme. Pas op, er is hier een fractie die zich wél beroept op een moorddadige ideologie, en die zit
daar: The Left. Die noemen zich schaamteloos “communist”, terwijl iedereen sedert het boek van Franse academici Le
livre noir du communisme weet dat dit het meest moorddadige systeem ooit was, met 100 miljoen doden onder Lenin,
Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot enzovoort.

Daar piept hier echter niemand over. Het cordon sanitaire geldt niet voor de communisten. Integendeel! Socialisten,
christendemocraten, liberalen werken in dit Parlement regelmatig samen met die communisten. Allen samen, dus, om
rechts te diaboliseren, en gedreven ook door de angst om hun macht en hun postjes te verliezen, zoals nu in Italié.

Branco di ipocriti!

Clara Ponsati Obiols (NI). — Mr President, big words, grave concerns, and self-righteous indignation from the Spanish
Social Democrats and other colleagues here, but colleagues, this is not a new threat.

Spain has Vox now, yes, but Vox had Spain long before it even existed. Vox had judges also in the Constitutional Court
long before it had any elected representative. Vox controls the police, the military and the judiciary — and no wonder,
honestly. The King of Spain was appointed by his corrupt fugitive father, who in turn got the crown from Franco.
Spain’s chain of legitimacy dates back to the 1939 fascist victory, the only extreme right victory in Europe that never
got overturned. Yet authorities in the EU speak of Spain, more of transition to democracy, and shallow abuses of human
rights, with a straight face.

When it comes to Catalonia, all Spanish authorities subscribe to the agenda of the extreme right, and as long as Brussels
protects them, you are complicit in advancing the political testament dictated by Franco on his deathbed.

Robert Biedron (S&D). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Chcecie Paristwo zobaczy(, jak wygladaja rzady skrajnej prawicy?
Przyjedzcie do mojej ojczyzny, do Polski. Strefy wolne od LGBT, kobiety sprowadzone do roli inkubatoréw, sojusz
tronu i oftarza, zamach na media i sadownictwo — takie rzeczy zdarzajg si¢, kiedy my, zwykli ludzie, odwracamy
wzrok, udajemy, ze nie widzimy.

Kiedy skrajna prawica jest wybielana, normalizowana, nasza Wspdlnota, europejska Wspdlnota przegrywa. Bo Unia
Europejska — i to musimy powiedzie¢ sobie jasno — jest oparta na kompletnie innych wartosciach i zasadach niz te
gloszone przez skrajng prawice. Unia Europejska powstala miedzy innymi z wielkiego marzenia, zeby nigdy wiecej nie
doszto do rzadéw wlasnie skrajnej prawicy. Z doSwiadczenia, ze Auschwitz, ze ten najwiekszy obdz koncentracyjny nie
spadl nam z nieba. To zwykli ludzie przez swoja obojetno$¢ do tego doprowadzili, wybielajac wlasnie tego typu
poglady, jakich dzisiaj takze tutaj do§wiadczylismy.

Mamy kolejny kryzys. Skrajna prawica bedzie szukata swoich koztéw ofiarnych. Juz dzisiaj szuka, juz dzisiaj sa ofiary
miedzy innymi w Bratystawie. Ale jesli my, zwykli ludzie, bedziemy odwracali wzrok, takich ofiar bedzie wigcej. Ostatni
wiezien obozu Auschwitz-Birkenau, prof. Marian Turski, powiedzial: istnieje jeszcze 11. przykazanie: nie badz obojetny.
Nie badzmy obojetni.

Samira Rafaela (Renew). — Voorzitter, ik hoor sommige collega’s zeggen: “Het is een kwestie van ondermijnen, het is
een kwestie van ongefundeerde kritiek.” Nee, dat is het niet!
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Waar het om gaat, is dat extreemrechts het politicke debat vervuilt met antifeministische, antimigratie- en anti-lhbti-
retoriek. Walgelijke retoriek waarmee mensen in de samenleving worden weggezet. Dat wil extreemrechts niet erkennen.
Maar soms denk ik: ze weten dondersgoed waar ze mee bezig zijn.

Ik kan u vertellen dat ik als vrouw van kleur al lang te maken heb met extreemrechtse terreur, als politica binnen het
onlinedomein. Het is niet veilig voor heel veel mensen online. Je opent je sociale media en daar komt het weer: racisme
en seksisme uit extreemrechtse hoek.

Het debat vervuilen, dat is wat extreemrechts doet. We moeten zorgen dat we benoemen wat extreemrechts doet: het
wegzetten van mensen en het benutten en toepassen van walgelijke retoriek. Laten we ons daartegen blijven uitspreken
en zorgen dat dat niet wint en de boventoon krijgt in onze samenleving.

Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident! In Italien wurde letzte Woche ein Sammler von
Faschismus-Devotionalien ~ zum  Senatsprésidenten ~ gewéhlt. Und diese Sitzung musste die 92-jahrige
Auschwitz-Uberlebende Liliana Segre leiten. Welch eine Demiitigung fiir diese aufergewohnliche Frau!

Wie konnte das geschehen? Moglich gemacht hat das Berlusconis Forza Italia, und zwar mit grofer Unterstiitzung der
europdischen Christdemokraten, auch aus diesem Hause. Ist es das denn, was Sie wollen: rechtsextreme Regierungen, die
keine Gelegenheit auslassen, die Demokratie stetig auszuhohlen? Reicht es Ihnen nicht, was Orbdn in Ungarn angerichtet
hat? In Schweden regiert jetzt ein Biindnis aus Christdemokraten, Moderaten und Liberalen, das sich von den rechtsex-
tremen Schwedendemokraten abhingig gemacht hat. Deswegen stelle ich auch den Liberalen die Frage: Ist es das, was Sie
wollen?

Es gibt eine klare Grenze zwischen Parteien, die sich zur liberalen Demokratie bekennen, und denen, die das nicht tun
und die als trojanisches Pferd genau diese Demokratie abschaffen wollen. Demokratie stirbt nicht, weil sie angegriffen
wird. Demokratie stirbt, wenn die Menschen, die sich als Demokratinnen und Demokraten bezeichnen, sie nicht vertei-
digen.

Gunnar Beck (ID). - Herr Prisident, Frau Kommissarin! In jeder Plenarsitzung beklagt dieses Parlament die Existenz der
sogenannten extremen Rechten. Als antieuropdisch und extrem rechts gilt — paradoxerweise — jede Partei, die die
Interessen der Europider oder die Meinungsfreiheit achtet, Masseneinwanderung ins europdische Sozialsystem beklagt
oder Verarmung und zivilisatorische Riickentwicklung in Europa durch griine Phantasmata nicht gutheifft. Und weil sie
die Sorge und Not der Biirger ernst nehmen, werden rechtskonservative Regierungskoalitionen immer beliebter.

Meine Partei, die AfD, ist laut Umfragen inzwischen die stirkste Partei in Ostdeutschland. Doch alle anderen Parteien
lehnen Zusammenarbeit mit uns ab, weil wir zwar gewéhlt, aber nicht demokratisch seien. So soll es laut Briissel tiberall
in der EU sein. Denn, so Briissel, in Demokratien sei nur erlaubt, was gefillt — nicht den Biirgern, sondern Frau von der
Leyen.

Eniké Gydri (NI). — Tisztelt Elnok Ur! Ennek a hdznak a baloldala nem nyugszik. Minden hénapban general egy, a
jobboldalt gyaldzé vitdt. Ezt legtobbszor Magyarorszdg vagy Lengyelorszag vitdnak hivjdk, de mivel most két tovabbi
tagdllamban is merészeltek a polgarok tomegesen jobboldali partokra szavazni, ideje volt egy szélesebb értelemben vett
sdrdobdldst napirendre tlizni. Teszik 6n6k mindezt akkor, amikor minden kordbbinal sziikségesebb volna Osszekapasz-
kodni és arra koncentrdlni, miként lehet a hdbord és a szankciok okozta stlyos helyzetet kozdsen orvosolni. Onék
kigyot békat kiabaltak a jobboldalra Olaszorszdgban és Svédorszagban is a kampanyban. Aztin mivel ez nem hasznlt,
mert a polgdrok nem voltak vevdk az 6nok becsmérl§ szavaira, most utdnlovéssel probalkoznak.

A baloldal nagy része sokdig Eurdpa-ellenes volt. Hogy jonnek ahhoz, hogy alakul6félben levé kormanyokat mindenféle
cimkékkel illessenek? Onok szerint a baloldalnak csak kozepe, a jobboldalnak pedig csak széle van. Miért nem kialtottak
farkast, amikor Spanyolorszdgban a Maduro-rendszer kegyeltjét, a szélsébaloldali Podemost a szocialista Sdnchez korma-
nyra emelte? Vagy mikor Magyarorszagon az antiszemita, cigdnyellenes Jobbik 6sszedllt a szocialistdkkal és a liberalisok-
kal? Onék most posztfasisztiznak, a kommunizmus és nicizmus biinei pedig bocsdnatosak? Elég a kettds mércébél!
Tobb tiszteletet kérek az emberek szabad és demokratikus vélasztdsan!
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Pedro Silva Pereira (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, a extrema-direita, hoje presente em muitos paises europeus, € iliberal
e, por isso, é adversaria dos valores democriticos europeus, da separagio de poderes e do Estado de direito. E naciona-
lista e xendfoba, e, por isso, adversiria dos direitos humanos, dos direitos dos migrantes e das minorias. E ¢ ainda
populista e eurocética, e, por isso, adversdria do projeto europeu.

E isto ndo sdo insultos, isto é a descrigdo exata da realidade politica que é hoje a extrema-direita na Europa. E é por isso
que é preciso dizer que as aliancas governativas e parlamentares, que o centro-direita e os liberais estdo hoje a fazer com
a extrema-direita em vérios paises europeus, ndo sdo apenas um jogo perigoso que normaliza e d4 mais forca a extrema-
direita, s3o também uma trai¢do aos nossos valores europeus.

E, por isso, este debate ndo é s sobre a extrema-direita, este debate é sobre o seu branqueamento, é sobre o senhor
Berlusconi, sobre o senhor Tajani, sobre o PPE, sobre os liberais do Renew.

O cordio sanitdrio ndo é uma discriminagdo, o cordio sanitdrio é uma resposta em legitima defesa da democracia e um
respeito que devemos ao mandato que recebemos dos nossos proprios eleitores.

Estd na altura de centro-direita e liberais pensarem duas vezes antes de prosseguir este jogo perigoso e antes que seja
tarde demais.

Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefiora comisaria, la extrema derecha europea vive de la
ponzofia que difunde en las redes sociales y de la falsificacién de la historia y gracias a la impunidad que en algunos
Estados impide investigar crimenes de lesa humanidad cometidos por dictaduras como la de Franco. Amnesia interesada
como la que practican, para que quede claro, organizaciones politicas que, en mi pequefio pais, alentaron hace unos
pocos afios asesinatos, atentados y extorsiones terroristas, y se resisten hoy a asumir que lo hicieron, pedir perdén y
reconocer el dafio causado. Evitar que regrese el pasado mds oscuro requiere verdad, justicia y reparacion.

Estas amnesias interesadas se retroalimentan. Convertirlas en espectdculo en la tribuna mediética las blanquea. Y distin-
guir entre amnesias buenas y malas califica a quien practica ese juego. Por eso, el informe anual sobre el Estado
de Derecho de la Unién debe prestar mds atencién a este tema. Las politicas de memoria son cosa de los Estados
miembros, pero los principios que las inspiran son una cuestién europea. Cuando se vulneran, hay que denunciarlo y
hay que actuar.

Mario Furore (NI). - Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, tutti ricordiamo purtroppo in quest’Aula I'ex eurodeputato
Lorenzo Fontana che indossava una maglietta pro Putin. Oggi Fontana, che ha definito peraltro «schifezze» le coppie gay,
¢ la terza carica dello Stato italiano. Non andiamo meglio al Senato, perché la seconda carica dello Stato, La Russa,
mostra in televisione la propria collezione di busti di Mussolini, che tiene in casa.

La responsabilita di tutto questo ha un nome e un cognome ed ¢ quello del Partito popolare europeo. Per qualche
poltrona in pit, il partito che fu di De Gasperi, Adenauer e Schuman, i padri fondatori di questa Europa, oggi rinnega
la propria identita e si allinea con chi esprime politiche euroscettiche, nazionaliste e xenofobe. Questo virus arrivera
anche purtroppo qui dentro alle istituzioni europee. Domani gli esponenti di estrema destra siederanno in Consiglio,
probabilmente diventeranno anche commissari europei. Quanti danni faranno al progetto europeo, mi chiedo.

E allora, Presidente, questo Parlamento, unito, isoli l'estrema destra e difenda i valori europei, come fara il Movimento 5
Stelle in Europa e in Italia.

Elisabetta Gualmini (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, io non casco certo nella trappola. Ci vengono a
fare la lezioncina, ci spiegano che l'estrema destra in Italia ha vinto le elezioni e quindi puo fare tutto quello che vuole e
noi dobbiamo solo stare zitti.
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E invece no. Noi siamo determinati a parlare, a opporci, a raccontare che cos'e I'estrema destra. Perché questa ¢ 'estrema
destra che ha addirittura radicalizzato quel poco che rimaneva del partito liberale di Berlusconi, ¢ l'estrema destra che ha
eletto come cariche pitt importanti un nostalgico del fascismo e un ipertradizionalista per cui I'omofobia & la norma.
Questa ¢ l'estrema destra che fa 'europeista in Italia e poi viene qui a smantellare, pezzo dopo pezzo, I'Unione, I'estrema
destra dei porti chiusi, dei blocchi navali, per cui tutti i migranti sono clandestini, meglio il nativismo, dove siamo tutti
uguali, tutti identici perché abitiamo tutti nello stesso quartierino e non abbiamo paura.

Allora noi di fronte a questo non staremo zitti, a noi nessuno chiude la bocca, noi racconteremo, noi manifesteremo,
perché a noi piacciono le differenze, ci piace la democrazia, ci piace il pluralismo e tutto I'odio lo lasciamo a voi.

Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew). — Herr talman! Nir jag satt i Sveriges riksdag holls en debatt om demokrati i det svenska
parlamentet, och da sprang Johan Pehrson, Liberalernas partiordforande, in i plenisalen nir Sverigedemokraternas rik-
sdagsledamot sa att vita manniskor har lattare for demokrati 4n manniskor som jag, som kommer frin Mellanostern. D&
kom Johan Pehrson rusande in och tog stillning mot detta rasistiska pastiende.

Frén den ilska som Johan Pehrson kidnde da, till att i dag sitta i en regering med Sverigedemokraterna i forarsitet, dir de
bestimmer. Ett antidemokratiskt parti bestimmer, och Johan Pehrson 4r sa glad for detta samarbete.

Jag undrar vad det var som hinde? Vi har inte forindrats. Vi stir fortfarande upp for den liberala demokratin, for
maénskliga rattigheter, for samarbete, for internationell solidaritet. Vad har hint? Jo, de etablerade partierna, det 4r de
som har fordndrats genom att forst siga "men de har ju rdtt i vissa saker”, sedan anammar de viss policy for att vinna
politiska poing, och sd sméningom sitter de i samma regering. Det 4r vér likgiltighet, det da dessa krafter slipps in. N4,
nu fir det vara nog!

Pierfrancesco Majorino (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, riferendosi alla Resistenza e al nazifascismo,
David Sassoli diceva: «’Europa ha trovato la forza di unirsi per diventare il luogo della pace e della solidarieta tra i
popoli» e ancora oggi ¢ questa la forza dell’Europa.

Vengono quindi i brividi pensando che proprio in Italia — e lo dico da italiano — assumano cariche istituzionali di rilievo
personaggi come Ignazio Benito La Russa o Lorenzo Fontana, terrificante sul terreno dei legami con Putin, dei valori e
dei principi riguardanti i diritti civili e umani.

Di fronte a cido non possiamo certo rassegnarci. Dobbiamo resistere, come hanno detto tante colleghe e colleghi, e
questo vuol dire certamente non mostrarsi complici, cari amici del PPE, eppure domandarci pero anche come mai una
certa destra che spesso vuole proprio far saltare I'Europa, avanzi.

Io credo che una parte delle risposte risieda nel fatto che vi ¢ una rabbia sociale cavalcata dai nazionalismi, che nasce
pure dagli errori che queste nostre istituzioni hanno fatto sul piano proprio della politica economica e sociale, errori da
correggere con decisione e coraggio. Un’Europa pili giusta sapra giustamente difendersi molto meglio.

Evin Incir (S&D). - Mr President, colleagues, anti-democratic and anti-European extreme-right forces are being norma-
lised by conservatives and liberals. The latest examples are in Sweden and Italy. We live in an era of access to informa-
tion, but some seem to have forgotten their history. The history that we were supposed to prevent from repeating itself;
the same history that led to the creation of the European Union.

Our Union is supposed to be a counterforce against all those forces trying to play Machiavelli through dividing and
conquering. Something rotten has happened in the EU and the Member States the last years. The keys to the govern-
ments are by conservatives and liberals being handed out to those shouting Jews are not a problem as long as they are
few. Muslims are our biggest foreign threat and those seeing the rainbow flag as a threat’. Yes, this is a reality in my
country, Sweden.
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In a time of increased hatred, we should roll up our sleeves and raise our voices against it, not normalise it. As the
children’s book author Astrid Lindgren wrote in her book The Brothers Lionheart, there were things that had to be done,
even if it was dangerous. Otherwise, you are not a human being. You are just a piece of dirt.

Colleagues, let’s raise our voice against fascism and Nazism, not normalise it.

Isabel Santos (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, o combate a extrema-direita ndo admite ingenuidades, alheamentos ou
adiamentos e tem de ser feito no mais estrito respeito pelas regras do estado de Direito democritico. Impde-se uma
especial atencdo ao financiamento dos movimentos radicais, feito através de esquemas de corrupcio, de branqueamento
de capitais e de criptomoeda, mas também o claro combate ao racismo, a xenofobia, a homofobia, ao discurso de 6dio e
ao apelo aos valores fascistas.

A progressiva normaliza¢io da extrema-direita pelo centro-direita e pelos liberais, a que temos vindo a assistir na Unido
Europeia, deixou de ser uma mera ameaga. Vemos os seus efeitos na Hungria e na Poldnia, vamos vé-los em Itdlia e na
Suécia e comecamos também a vé-los em Portugal, onde, nos Acores, o PSD, cujos deputados se sentam aqui na
bancada do PPE, passou a andar de braco dado com a extrema-direita para ascender ao poder no Governo Regional.

Nio basta bater com a méo no peito e falar de democracia.

E tempo de separar as dguas.

Andreas Schieder (S&D). — Herr Prisident, sehr geehrte Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Der Schweizer Dramatiker Max
Frisch hat ein berithmtes Drama geschrieben, nimlich Biedermann und die Brandstifter. Da geht es darum, dass der
Biirger Biedermann zwei Brandstifter in sein Haus ldsst und glaubt, indem er ihnen schontut, konnte er verhindern,
dass sie das Haus in Brand setzen. Und wie endet das Stiick? Das Haus brennt, und der Herr Biedermann riskiert sein
Leben.

Und genau das Gleiche passiert jetzt mit dem gemeinsamen Haus Europa: dass es ein Stiick weit auch in Flammen und
in Brand gesetzt wird. So wie in Schweden, wo sich die Moderaten nur wegen des Machterhalts oder wegen der Macht-
gier von den Schwedendemokraten unterstiitzen lassen. Oder so wie bald in Spanien, wo die Volkspartei sich immer
mehr an die VOX anndhert. Oder wie in Italien, wo Berlusconi und andere eh schon lingst ins rechtsextreme Lager
gewechselt sind. Oder auch, wie es in Osterreich passiert ist unter Schwarz-Blau und Sebastian Kurz. Und am Ende, am
Ende all dieser Dinge, steht einerseits der Richter, der viele dieser Politiker dann zu verurteilen hat. Aber am Ende leiden
auch unsere Demokratie und das gemeinsame Projekt Europa.

Klira Dobrev (S&D). — Tisztelt Elnok Ur! Amikor a szélsjobbrol beszéliink, tobbnyire egyébként nagyon fontos
ideologiai vitdkat folytatunk demokrécidrdl, idegengyiloletrdl, rasszizmusrdl, tekintélyelviiségr6l. Hadd vildgitsam meg
a szélsGjobbot, az illiberalizmust egy madsik oldalrdl, hiszen 12 éve Magyarorszagon a szélsGjobb, illiberdlis Orban
kormanyoz. Es nézzék meg, mit tett 12 év alatt. Romokban az egészségiigy, tanarok, didkok, sziil6k tizezrei tiintetnek
az utcdn, mert Osszeomlott az oktatds. A szocidlis helyzetiink sosem volt még ilyen rossz. Egekben az inflacid, és a
forint sem volt még soha ilyen gyenge, torténelmi gyengeséget ért el. Amikor a szélsGjobb, az illiberalizmus kormdnyra
keriil, akkor nem tudja megvédeni az embereket, nem tud teljesiteni. Eppen ezért egyetlenegy dolgot csindl, mert egye-
tlenegy dologhoz ért: a gytiloletkeltéshez. Ez az & politikdjuk, ezért feladatunk legy6zni a szélsGjobbot, hogy az emberek
szdmara egy tisztességes és szabad életet tudjunk biztositani. En ezért kiizdok.

Cyrus Engerer (S&D). — Mr President, like a virus, right-wing extremism is mutating in unpredictable ways.
Exasperated by a pandemic which has left many scared and alone, extremist organizations have found a playground
for recruitment on online comment boards and social media platforms. Yes, a playground, with media reports indicating
that children as young as 13 are actually leading neo-Nazi divisions across the Union.
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It is clear that we need to take action and we need to do so very fast, especially in the face of upcoming crises. Sixty acts
of right-wing extremism terror happen every year, often by young men who end up as lone wolves, but they are not.
They are almost always part of radical, violent online groups who post memes glorifying misogyny, homophobia and
white supremacy, making jokes out of violence while their hateful words turn into deadly actions with the blessing of
the EPP, as we have seen in Italy and Sweden. And by the way, where is the EPP in this debate? They have fled with the
far right.

We warned about this yesterday, Commissioners. We warned you last week, last month. And we warn you again today.
More minorities will die if you not take action against Europe’s biggest and most legitimate terrorist organisation: the far
right.

Javi Lopez (S&D). — Sefior presidente, muchos conservadores y algunos liberales han decidido que para alcanzar el
poder todo vale, tapando sus malos resultados en las elecciones; todo vale, incluso pactar con la extrema derecha.

Lo hemos visto ahora en Suecia, donde la derecha tradicional ha alcanzado el Gobierno gracias a un partido con raices
neonazis. Lo estamos viendo también en Italia, donde la derecha tradicional de Berlusconi ha decidido que va a colocar
como primera ministra a una posfascista. Y lo vemos también de forma sistemdtica en Espafia, donde populares y la
extrema derecha de Vox llegan a acuerdos en innumerables regiones, como Madrid o Andalucia.

Y en democracia no todo vale. No todo vale porque nuestras acciones comportan consecuencias y normalizar el racismo
y la homofobia genera, obviamente, violencia e intolerancia. Normalizar el machismo acaba generando violencia de
género y normalizar las recetas simplistas y fantasiosas de la extrema derecha solo generard resentimiento y frustracién.

Hoy la extrema derecha en las instituciones es un disolvente para la democracia y liberales y conservadores no deberfan
ser complices de ello.

Andrea Cozzolino (S&D). - Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, questo nostro confronto non & un capriccio per
alimentare una sciocca polemica in sede europea, qui stiamo discutendo, credo, di un punto cruciale che viene prima di
ogni altra cosa: la solidita del patto politico e democratico che ci unisce da oltre settant'anni, a fondamento della
costruzione di questa casa comune, che & I'Europa e le sue diverse istituzioni, a cominciare dal Parlamento.

Se non lo vediamo siamo ciechi e pagheremo un duro prezzo nei prossimi mesi e nei prossimi anni. Lo dico soprattutto
agli amici del Partito popolare, che non vedo presenti in massa a questa nostra discussione, anzi, ma anche al centro
moderato, alla sinistra diffusa, sempre attenta a questi temi.

Noi siamo di fronte a un nuovo pensiero che viene avanti: non si evoca pitt il fascismo, non si chiede pitt di abbattere
I'Europa, ma di minarla al proprio interno, nei principi costitutivi e fondamentali che ne hanno ispirato I'azione per oltre
settant’anni.

E necessario reagire, ¢ forse venuto il tempo di un nuovo patto costituente tra le forze democratiche europee.

Lukasz Kohut (S&D). — Panie przewodniczacy! Pani komisarz! Tak, mamy problem z brunatng falg prawie w calej
Europie. W Polsce od kilku lat zamiast Swieta Niepodlegtosci 11 listopada i normalnego patriotycznego wydarzenia
mamy $wigto chorego nacjonalizmu — Marsz Niepodleglosci. To wielki skandal, ze przy aprobacie wladzy wlasnie tak
$wietuje si¢ polska niepodleglos¢ — z kawalkiem plyty chodnikowej w jednej rece, a w drugiej z bialo-czerwong flaga
utopiong w dymie z rac. Ale pisowskiej wladzy taki uklad jest na reke, bo przekazuje Bakiewiczowi kolejne pienigdze
(prawie 4 miliony zlotych w zeszlym roku). I tak roénie ta brunatna fala, bo rzad dobrze wie, ze moze przyj$¢ taki
dzien, ze bedzie potrzebowal pomocy skrajnych sit na ulicach. Dokladnie tak jak Trump po utracie wladzy.

Zresztg w czasie strajku kobiet wla$nie narodowcéw napuszczano na polskie kobiety. Nigdy wam tego nie zapomnimy.

Po pierwsze wigc, zdelegalizowaé Straz Narodowa. Po drugie, ani jednego euro dla Bakiewicza. Po trzecie, PiS zostanie
rozliczony z kazdych 10 groszy przekazanych narodowcom.
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Véra Jourovd, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, it's not the first debate we have
had. T remember eight years of sitting in this Parliament and debating these very serious issues, and I always listened
very carefully. Again, after this debate, I came to a conclusion that, indeed, in Europe we have a serious problem.

At the same time, [ am always thinking about the role of the Commission, which I represent here. So let me clarify what
we can and cannot do, and what we are doing. I am sure that the Commission should not engage in domestic political
fights, and we try hard not to get into that and to support fair competition. This is it. The role of the Commission is to
protect universal values, which are above ideologies. I have in mind the rule of law, democratic governance and free-
doms, and human rights. This is what we must do, and this is our job.

Indeed, regarding what Mr Biedron said here, quoting Professor Turski: it's alarming in my ears almost every day what I
heard from him when we were in Auschwitz three years ago. He said, do not be indifferent. He didn’t speak about his
experience from the Holocaust when he was in Auschwitz as a young boy. He spoke about the present. That's why I am
glad. I always quote him. We must not be indifferent, because we have the historical lesson. What happens if nobody is
opposing evil? We spoke a lot about that today.

There are two concrete areas where the Commission is acting and should act. One, coming back to the universal values
and rules. Political competition must be free and fair. It means that the Commission proposed a Media Freedom Act; we
proposed the legislation against manipulation in political advertising. I ask the Parliament and the Member States to
please give it a green light, because this is exactly what we need to do to be efficiently doing something against political
extremism.

The second thing is hate speech and disinformation, which has the potential to cause security harm. Violent extremism
and radicalisation, which are fuelled today to a large extent through the digital space. We had here President Caputové
today. She spoke about the horrible tragedy that happened in Slovakia — a teenager killing two other young people. He
was radicalised not only online, but also in the family. I will come back to the Slovak case later.

I also wanted to say that the Commission is protecting freedom of speech, but, as President Caputovd said, it must not
be absolute. If we protect absolute freedom of speech, we disregard the truth. This is what we see, I'm afraid, in the
Hungarian campaign now.

[ want to react to Katalin Cseh, who spoke about the ongoing consultation. We reacted to it today through our spoke-
sperson, but it’s not enough to say there is a lot of lying behind the consultation. By the way, Viktor Orban voted for all
the sanctions and he is now asking about the citizens. Nothing against the consultations with the citizens, but for us, it
means that we have to react to the facts. We are now working on a renewed impact assessment of the sanctions on
Russia and of sanctions on European Member States. We have to come with the facts. So I take what you said that we
should do more.

Coming back to President Caputovd and her speech today. She spoke about the influence of radicalisation on society
and the increase in extremism, which is fuelled by some political parties. It is a very serious problem that it is now, for
some political powers, useful to fly on the waves of hatred. This is the reality. That's why, again, the Commission
proposed the ‘eurocrime’, which also should get into the legislative process soon. We proposed the Digital Services
Act, which asks strongly, under the threat of sanction, the providers of digital services not to be the co-perpetrators of
crime, which also covers hate speech.

Speaking aboutfreedom of speech. I sharply dislike what I usually hear from that site and that site. My job is to protect
the freedom of all the participants of the political competition to say these things. This is just the universal value.

Mr President, can I still say something? I know [ am four minutes beyond the time. [ would like to switch into my
language now, if you don’t mind, and react to Mr Radacovsky, who spoke here, but who is not here with us anymore.
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Pan Radacovsky tady hovofil o tom, Ze my tady, ktef{ se snazime o fungovani a prosperitu Evropské unie, jsme proti
patriotismu. I o tom jsme dnes rdno mluvily s prezidentkou Caputovou, kdyz jsme mély mitink jesté pred jejim vystou-
penim tady. Hovofily jsme o tom, jak obé milujeme svou zem a sviij ndrod. Ze jsme patriotky a Ze to neni v rozporu s
tim, Ze chceme byt uZite¢né pii pfijeti zodpovédnosti za rozvoj Evropské unie.

Pro mé to nikdy nebyl rozpor. J& jsem hrdd Ceska a miluji kulturu, jazyk, historii svého ndroda. Ted jsem py$nd na to,
jak se vede Ceskému pfedsednictvi, ale nikdy mi to nebranilo v tom, abych podporovala Evropskou unii jako celek, ktery
ndm pomahd — i ndm Cechéim —, abychom se rozvijeli. Unii, kterd pro nds byla nékolik dekdd zdrukou prosperity a
demokratického vyvoje a v nynéjsi dobé je zdrukou ochrany proti velmi nebezpecnému nepfiteli.

Mém velmi dobrd data, kterd hovoii o tom, Ze soucasnd dezinformadni scéna zneuziva tak Cistého citu, jako je laska
k vlasti, pro zdjmy Kremlu. A to si myslim, Ze je néco, s ¢im musime bojovat. To je ted v posledni dobé novinka a je to
néco, co je potieba zastavit. Ale moznd ne tak ze strany evropskych instituci. Tady je potieba, aby se zved! velice silny
odpor v ramci ¢lenskych sttt a ndrodnich politickych sil a ob¢ant, neziskové spolecnosti a obc¢anské spolecnosti jako
takové, protoZe to je pfesné to, co mél na mysli Marian Turski. Nebyt lhostejny a nemléet, kdyz se déje zlo. Pro mé
maévani statnimi vlajkami v zdjmu Kremlu je &isté zlo.

Der Prisident. — Frau Vizeprisidentin, ich danke Thnen fiir diese grundsitzliche Klarstellung und Begriffsdefinition.
Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.
Schriftliche Erklirungen (Artikel 171)

Guido Reil (ID), schriftlich. — Sie sprechen von Postfaschismus. Eine ganz neue Wortschopfung, die mich fassungslos
macht. Wie um alles in der Welt kann die Presse Sie mit so einem Unsinn durchkommen lassen? Warum hinterfragt die
Sie nicht und zerreif8t Thre alberne Wortbildung in der Luft? Postfaschistisch ist alles, was zeitlich nach dem Faschismus
kommt. Sie sind postfaschistisch. Ich bin postfaschistisch. Wir alle sind postfaschistisch. Qua definitionem. Weil der
Faschismus vor uns stattgefunden hat und wir jetzt sind. Ihre Wortbildung ist nichts als eine leere Worthiilse. Ein
Null-Wort. Aber das ist Thnen egal. Logik ist nichts, Kontaktschuld ist alles — und wenn es auch nur der Kontakt zweier
Worter ist, die Sie in einem Satz uniiberlegt dahin gesprochen haben: AfD und Thr brandneu erfundenes Postfaschismus.
Und abrakadabra, damit ist in Threr Welt bewiesen, dass Sie zu den Guten gehéren und die AfD nicht. Mittlerweile
firchte ich, dass Sie Threr eigenen Logik, oder besser Post-Logik, glauben und sich sehr wohl fiihlen in Threm post-
argumentativen Paralleluniversum, in dem nur noch post-diskursive Selbstbeweihrducherung und die post-moralische
Aufspaltung in Gut und Bose stattfindet. Oder, anders gesagt, irgendwann in den letzten Jahren haben Sie den Kontakt
zur Realitdt und zur Ratio verloren oder gleich freiwillig aufgegeben und wir alle zahlen jetzt den Preis dafiir.

11. Prezentdcia vyrocnej sprivy Dvora auditorov za rok 2021 (rozprava)

Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber die Erlduterung des Jahresberichts
2021 des Rechnungshofs (2022/2843(RSP)).

Tony Murphy, President of the Court of Auditors. — Mr President, honourable Members, Commissioner, it's an honour for
me to be here today for the first time as the newly elected President of the European Court of Auditors. My focus as
president will be on continuing our work to support this House with the information that you need to fulfil your role
and to improve accountability and transparency across all types of EU action in the interests of our citizens.

However, today I am also here before you in my previous function as the member for our annual report for the year
2021. My colleague Jan Gregor, who has taken over this function following my election, is here with me today. Our
annual report is our core product. It contains detailed information on the results of our financial and compliance audit
work that support our key messages, on which I will focus today.
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As in previous years, for the EU accounts, we adopted a clean opinion. In other words, they were not affected by
material misstatements. On revenue, we found that the overall error rate was not material. On expenditure, for the
first time this year, we provided two separate opinions, reflecting that there are fundamental differences between budget
spending under the multiannual financial framework and that of RRF spending.

Firstly, on EU budget spending, based on a representative sample of 740 transactions, we found that the overall level of
irregularities increased significantly from last year, reaching 3% in 2021, from 2.7% the previous year. We estimated that
it is 4.7% for the high-risk spending, which makes up a clear majority of our audit population, being 63% of the
population. Given the widespread nature of the problems that we have found, that is the pervasiveness of the error,
we gave an adverse opinion for the third year in a row.

If we look closer for a moment under different policy headings, we estimate that the level of error is material for single
market, innovation and digital, at 4.4%, compared to 3.9% the previous year, and in the cohesion policy area, at 3.6%,
compared to 3.5%. For natural resources, when taken as a whole, we find the error to be close to materiality, although
our results indicate that direct payments are below materiality, whereas rural development, market measures and other
areas outside the CAP are above materiality. Finally, for administrative expenditure, we estimate the level of error to be
not material.

So far, I have mainly focused on the compliance aspect of EU spending. However, making use of available EU funds is
another area that we look at and which has regularly been an area where we raised concern. This has not changed in
2021. Outstanding commitments at the end of 2021 totalled EUR 341.6 billion. This compares to 303.2 the previous
year. However, this amount includes, for the first time, a standing commitment in relation to the RRF of almost
EUR 90 billion. Excluding this amount, outstanding commitments actually decreased compared to last year, mainly
due, however, to delays in the implementation of shared management funds under the 2021-2027 MFF.

Through our work in 2021, we also found suspected cases of fraud, and we have reported 15 such cases to OLAF,
compared to 6 in 2020. And from the information that we have been given, OLAF has so far opened five investigations.
So beyond these individual cases that we transmit to OLAF and now also to EPPO, the ECA tackles this very important
topic through specific, dedicated reports.

Ladies and gentlemen, I now turn to our audit of the expenditure under the RRF. This is a novelty in our annual report
this year. And as I noted when presenting our annual report to the CONT last week, it’s an area of particular impor-
tance. For that matter, I expect that it will continue to be in the coming years, and that's why I would like to express the
Court’s gratitude for Parliament’s support in obtaining additional temporary auditor posts in this year's and next year’s
annual budgets.

The RRF Regulation provides for a different delivery model than that for EU budget spending under the MFF. The RRF
delivery model focuses on the achievement of milestones and targets, rather than the reimbursement of costs incurred,
which has implications on what makes a payment legal and regular. In this statement of assurance, on the RRF, we
therefore have to focus on whether the Commission has got sufficient and appropriate evidence to support its assess-
ment that the milestones or targets were satisfactorily fulfilled.

Compliance with other EU and national rules does not form part of this Commission’s assessment on the legality and
the regularity of payments and is, therefore, not covered through this opinion. This aspect will be looked at through
future audits when the Commission work in this regard has been completed and can be assessed. Furthermore, we do
not assess the effectiveness of the different reforms contained in the milestones. Again, this would rather be a topic for
future dedicated special reports.
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For 2021, the RRF audit population included a single payment of EUR 11.5 billion made to Spain, following the
reported fulfilment of 52 milestones, all of which related to reforms. Given that there was only a single payment, we
had the opportunity to examine this in detail. We found that one of the milestones, in our view, was not satisfactorily
tulfilled. This view, based on all available information and using our professional judgment, is that the impact, however,
was not deemed to be material. While a number of payments to different Member States have been made in the
meantime, we are still awaiting a Commission proposal in relation to quantifying the impact of when a milestone or
target is not satisfactorily fulfilled.

Mr President, honourable Members, I would like to conclude and take this opportunity to thank the Commissioner for
his institution’s cooperation over the past year. We may sometimes differ on specific points, but together, we both strive,
within our respective responsibilities, to ensure that the EU’s budget is put to good use. Thank you for your attention
and I look forward to a good debate this afternoon.

Johannes Hahn, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, dear honourable Members of the European Parliament, in
particular, dear President Tony Murphy, Jan Gregor and incoming Court Member Lefteris Christoforou.

First, I would really like to thank you and I can only reply to you, Tony Murphy and your team, for the excellent
cooperation also in preparing this annual report and the very good cooperation not only on this subject, also on others.
And I agree, sometimes we might have different views and analyses, but it’s always in a spirit of mutual respect, and this
is something, which I consider crucial and important.

2021 was again an exceptional year for our budget. The European funds continued to play a critical role to help
citizens, companies, regions, municipalities and Member States to overcome the coronavirus pandemic and its conse-
quences. In June 2021, Next Generation EU started its borrowing with record demand. The Recovery and Resilience
Facility, a brand new instrument, was also set up in record time in a couple of months.

In 2021, the Commission assessed and endorsed 22 recovery and resilience plans following a very thorough assessment
process. In 2021, the Commission disbursed already EUR 54 billion in pre-financing payments to 20 Member States,
which helped kick start the implementation of the investment and reform measures. The Commission disbursed a first
payment for milestones and targets of EUR 10 billion to Spain before the end of last year.

In this exceptional context, I am pleased that the EU accounts have received again a clean opinion. Likewise, I am happy
that the Court concludes, like last year, that the revenue side of the EU budget is free from material error. The Court
audited for the first time this year the Recovery and Resilience Facility and concluded it was not affected by material
error. Spending areas such as natural resources, which means primarily agriculture, and administrative expenditure
continue to obtain excellent results.

However, as you have heard, the Court has maintained its adverse opinion on the legality and regularity of expenditure.
Some areas, essentially the ones with complex eligibility rules, remain more prone to errors. The share of expenditure
considered by the Court as higher risk has increased in 2021 compared to 2020. This is normal at this stage of the
2014-2020 multiannual financial framework and that delayed implementation of a lot of programmes and projects. As
a result, the overall level of error reported by the Court slightly increased compared to last year.

Another way, I have to say, to look at the findings is that 97% of the Union budget is well-managed. I would also like to
underline that the implementation of the EU budget is not homogenous across countries, regions, programmes or even
types of measures. We are able to precisely identify and report transparently where the issues are and we take remedial
measures or ask Member States and other partners to take actions.

The Commission’s conclusion as manager of the Union budget is that the control systems are working effectively and
the EU budget is effectively protected as a whole and over time. The multiannual nature of our approach with controls
even after payments, allows the recoveries until the end of the programmes.
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As regards the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the Commission performs controls and audits throughout the spending
cycle. When assessing the national recovery and resilience plan, by checking that Member States have put in place sound
internal control systems, by assessing whether milestones and targets are fulfilled before payment and by performing
risk-based ex-post controls after disbursements.

Finally, the Commission reports annually on the way European funds are managed in its integrated financial and
accountability reporting. Through this comprehensive reporting, the Commission assumes accountability and transpa-
rency on the management of the Union budget. At the same time, we are aware that areas of improvements remain and
we are taking action.

Firstly, simplifying rules remains the best way to prevent errors. This concerns especially the research programme and
cohesion policy. In cohesion, 75% of the errors are related to different interpretations or lack of knowledge concerning
what is eligible and what not.

Secondly, by strengthening our control systems to make them more effective, the Commission continues to extensively
cooperate with the national audit authorities to improve the quality of their work.

Thirdly, by supporting beneficiaries, national authorities and other partners in the day-to-day management of Union
funds. For example, the Commission is providing support to Horizon Europe applicants, through communication cam-
paigns and workshops. All these efforts will continue as the current MFF programmes are now kicking off. Thank you
for your interest.

Monika Hohlmeier, im Namen der PPE-Fraktion. — Herr Prasident, Herr Prasident des Rechnungshofs, Herr Kommissar,
liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Bevor ich offiziell zu sprechen beginne, mochte ich im Namen des Haushaltskontrol-
lausschusses ganz, ganz herzlich Tony Murphy dazu gratulieren, dass er zum Prisidenten gewahlt worden ist, und ihm
viel Gliick und Erfolg wiinschen fiir die schwierigen Aufgaben, die vor ihm und seinem ganzen Team des Rechnungsho-
fes stehen. Wir freuen uns auf die weitere Zusammenarbeit, denn auch dieser Jahresbericht ist wieder eine wichtige
Grundlage fiir die Entlastung. Ich freue mich, dass Jan Gregor mitgekommen ist als derjenige, der hauptverantwortlich
mitschreibt an diesem Bericht, und darf mich jetzt heute auf den Schwerpunkt, den ich als Berichterstatterin habe,
beschranken, weil dann den zweiten Teil zum Kommissionshaushalt der Kollege Jeroen Lenaers als Berichterstatter und
natiirlich dann die entsprechenden Schattenberichterstatterinnen und -berichterstatter ibernehmen werden.

Zum Thema ARF: Der Kommissar kennt meine mittlerweile doch sehr deutlich fir den Haushaltskontrollausschuss
erhobenen Fragen, und ich bedanke mich dafiir, dass zumindest DG BUDG da doch Bewegung zeigt in Bezug auf das,
was die Sorge des Haushaltskontrollausschusses ist. Erste Sorge ist: Wir haben sogenannte Milestones und Targets. Die
sind aber so allgemein formuliert, dass du bei deren zufriedenstellender Erfillung einen weitreichenden Spielraum hast.
Was zufriedenstellend ist oder auch nicht zufriedenstellend ist, ist fur uns de facto gar nicht uberpriifbar. Was ist
eigentlich der Standard fur zufriedenstellend? Es gibt auch keine Methodologie, wenn jetzt irgendjemand - irgendein
Staat — funf Milestones nicht erfiillt. Wie wichtig oder nicht wichtig sind die? Wie viel Prozent werden dann abgezogen
bei der Auszahlung? Bis jetzt wird nichts abgezogen, sondern es wird alles ausbezahlt, und die Methodologie existiert
noch nicht. Die mochten wir sehr deutlich einfordern als Haushaltskontrollausschuss.

Als Zweites: Es gibt das Problem, dass es keinen klaren Zusammenhang gibt zwischen der Hohe der Zahlungstranchen
und den zu erfiillenden Milestones und Targets. Dann gibt es auch das grofle Problem, dass die Mitgliedstaaten eigentlich
Listen fiir Projekte und Mafnahmen vorlegen sollen, diese Listen fuir Projekte und Mafnahmen aber wiederum dem
Parlament nicht vorliegen und auch dem Rechnungshof nicht in dieser Form vorliegen, der zwar einzeln vielleicht
Einblick nehmen kann, aber die Listen liegen nicht vor. Das heiflt, die Moglichkeit fur das Parlament — fiir Fachaus-
schiisse als auch fiir den Haushaltskontrollausschuss —, zu tiberpriifen, inwiefern die Projekte erfolgreich sind, ob sie
richtig sind, wo das Geld hingegangen ist, besteht nicht. Es kann aber nicht sein, dass wir uns damit zufriedengeben,
zu sagen, wir geben das Geld aus, aber wohin es geht, wissen wir eigentlich nicht.

Der Prisident. — Ich habe die Frau Kollegin Hohlmeier deshalb so dramatisch iiberziehen lassen, weil ich ihr die
Gratulation an den neuen Prisidenten des Rechnungshofs de facto angerechnet habe.
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Isabel Garcia Muiioz, en nombre del Grupo S&ED. — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, gracias, presidente Murphy, por la
presentacion del informe anual de 2021.

Sin duda nos preocupa que el nivel de error estimado por el Tribunal de Cuentas sea un 3 %, aunque la Comisién lo
sitGie en un 1,9 %. Pero, mds alld del porcentaje, lo que si creo que es importante y necesario es identificar errores
concretos para poder solucionar los problemas que los originan.

Por otro lado, esta es la primera vez que se incluye la auditoria del Mecanismo de Recuperacién y Resiliencia, un
instrumento novedoso con un modelo de ejecucién basado en el cumplimiento de objetivos e hitos. Espafia fue el
primer y Gnico pais que recibié un pago en 2021 tras la evaluacién favorable de la Comisién, porque se habian
cumplido satisfactoriamente todos los hitos, y asi lo ha confirmado la Comisién. Ser el primero de la clase a veces
significa asumir un mayor escrutinio y control, pero también sirve para que podamos adelantarnos a los retos que
puedan presentarse en el futuro.

Aunque Espafia haya cumplido, puede ocurrir que otros paises no cumplan todos los hitos comprometidos y habrd que
ver cdmo se actda en esos casos. La buena colaboracién de todos, sin duda, hard que mejore la gestion del presupuesto
europeo.

Olivier Chastel, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Président de la Cour des comptes,
Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collegues, je veux évidemment tout d’abord remercier la Cour des comptes pour la
qualité de son rapport annuel. Mais, comme jai déja eu l'occasion de le dire en commission la semaine derniére, ce
rapport n'a évidemment pas balayé mes nombreuses préoccupations.

Dabord, un taux d’erreur toujours significatif dans les domaines de la cohésion, du marché unique, des Fonds européens
de développement, mais surtout dans le domaine des dépenses a haut risque, dont le taux d’erreur culmine cette année a
4,7 %. Ensuite, un reste a liquider, qui lui aussi culmine. On a beau dire qu'il diminue si on enléve NextGenerationEU, il
culmine a 341 milliards et la capacité d’absorption des Etats membres reste problématique, tant dans le cadre plurian-
nuel que pour NextGenerationEU. Enfin, la Cour souligne également le manque de clarté sur les recouvrements et leurs
délais.

A la lumiére de ces éléments, je suis inquiet pour les années a venir. M Hohlmeier vient de le dire: les montants qui
seront dépensés dans le cadre de NextGenerationEU ainsi, d’ailleurs, que dans le cadre pluriannuel sont conséquents. Et
on a des craintes par rapport a lavenir et a la maniére dont les Etats, notamment, peuvent absorber ces montants-la et
par rapport a la maniere de controler la facon dont ils le font.

Par ailleurs, le premier examen par la Cour des comptes de la facilité pour la reprise et la résilience d’'un de nos Etats
membres, le premier qui a recu des moyens, laisse peser des doutes sur les contrdles ex ante et les objectifs a atteindre.
Cette crainte est évidemment d’autant plus importante quand on pense a des pays comme la Hongrie pour leurs man-
quements systémiques dans la lutte contre la corruption, les conflits d'intéréts, les procédures de marchés publics défi-
cientes.

Enfin, je ne peux que rappeler I'importance, I'urgence de la mise en place généralisée des outils d’exploration de données
et la nécessité de systématiser le recours aux nouvelles technologies et au numérique pour optimiser les controles. La
situation actuelle est tout bonnement préoccupante et nous devons étre a la hauteur des attentes de nos concitoyens.
Nous ne pourrons le faire pleinement quavec des comptes en ordre et une gestion optimale des flux.



C196/284 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie 2.6.2023

Streda 19. oktébra 2022
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Vizeprisidentin

Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, im Namen der Verts/ ALE-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, Kolleginnen und
Kollegen! Zunichst einmal herzlichen Gliickwunsch an den neuen Présidenten des Europdischen Rechnungshofs auch
von unserer Fraktion. Wir freuen uns sehr iiber Ihre Wahl.

Mit dem Aufbauplan NextGenerationEU verfiigen wir praktisch tiber den doppelten Haushalt. Diese beiden Teile der
EU-Ausgaben — der MFR auf der einen Seite und der Wiederaufbauplan auf der anderen — folgen jedoch véllig unter-
schiedlichen Regeln. Im Gegensatz zum mehrjahrigen EU-Haushalt, der auf der Erstattung von Kosten und der Einhal-
tung von Bedingungen beruht, werden die Mitgliedstaaten beim Wiederaufbauplan fiir das Erreichen vorher festgelegter,
sehr allgemeiner Ziele bezahlt.

Wir verstehen die Dringlichkeit zusitzlicher Investitionen. Aber wenn wir mit zwei Haushalten arbeiten und dabei ganz
unterschiedliche Regeln anwenden, werden die Gelder eben nicht standardisierten, strengen Kontrollen unterzogen. Spie-
len wir damit, mit dieser vereinfachten Regel, nicht eventuell rent-seekers wie zum Beispiel Viktor Orban in die Hande?
Dartiber hinaus brauchen wir auch absolute Transparenz bei der Verwendung von EU-Mitteln, auch bei der Liste
derjenigen, die eben die Kohisions- und Agrarmittel erhalten. Zum Beispiel hat Ex-Minister Babi§ mit seiner Firma
Agrofert Millionen Agrargelder fiir seine nicht landwirtschaftlichen Geschifte zweckentfremdet.

Wie viele dieser Agroferts gibt es quer durch die EU? Wir brauchen Transparenz, Rechenschaftspflicht und vor allem
standardisierten Umgang mit EU-Mitteln. Das Ziel muss sein, dass jede Biirgerin und jeder Biirger jederzeit sehen kann,
wie viel Geld von den Steuern ausgegeben wurde und fiir welchen Zweck.

Joachim Kuhs, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, lieber Tony Murphy! Herzlichen
Gliickwunsch zu Threm neuen Amt! Leider konnte ich mich noch nicht mit Thnen unterhalten, aber das kénnen wir
vielleicht noch nachholen. Heute mochte ich Thnen einfach nur Danke sagen. Danke zuerst, dass Sie die — meines
Erachtens — vollig unberechtigten Angriffe einer franzésischen Zeitung, die leider von Teilen dieses Hauses auch aufge-
griffen wurden, souverdn gemeistert haben und heute stirker sind als je zuvor.

Dann danke ich Thnen natiirlich heute fiir den Jahresbericht, iiber den wir debattieren. Zum dritten Mal in Folge muss
der Rechnungshof tiber Teile des Haushalts der Union ein negatives Priifungsurteil fallen. Das ist nicht trivial, und werter
Kommissar Hahn, das sollten Sie wirklich ernst nehmen und nicht versuchen, es wegzuerklaren. Ich bitte Sie dringend,
die vorgeschlagenen Empfehlungen umzusetzen und die Systemfehler auch wirklich zu beseitigen.

SchliefSlich danke ich Thnen noch einmal, Herr Prisident, fiir den Sonderbericht zu COVID, insbesondere zu den dubio-
sen offenen Fragen der gigantischen Impfstoffbeschaffung durch Prisidentin von der Leyen. Dieser Bericht stiefS doch
richtig in ein Wespennest. Viele Abgeordnete haben sich schon zu Wort gemeldet. Inzwischen nimmt sogar die
Europiische Staatsanwaltschaft sich der Sache an. Herr Prisident, ich wiinsche Thnen viel Erfolg und gutes Gelingen in
Threm Amt. Bleiben Sie weiter so bissig und so eifrig im Aufdecken von Unregelmifigkeiten. Die Biirger werden es
Thnen danken. Werte Kollegen, lassen Sie uns den Rechnungshof doch einfach seine Arbeit machen. Wir machen unsere.
Das ist gut so.

Ryszard Czarnecki, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Panie Prezesie! Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Pafistwo!
Gratulacje przede wszystkim dla nowego prezesa Trybunalu. Obejmuje Pan t¢ funkcje w bardzo trudnym czasie, w
czasie, kiedy podatnicy europejscy beda szczegdlnie patrzyli na to, jak s3 wydawane pienigdze Unii Europejskiej, insty-
tucji unijnych. Wiec tym bardziej trzymamy, ja i moja grupa polityczna, kciuki za Pana i za caly Trybunal. Ciesze sig tez
z obecnosci pana komisarza Hahna, najbardziej do§wiadczonego komisarza w Komisji Europejskiej, jednego z najbar-
dziej merytorycznych, ktéry bedzie wsparciem na pewno dla Panskiej instytucji.
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To byt cigzki rok dla Unii i dla krajéw czlonkowskich. Chcialbym podzigkowaé wszystkim pracownikom instytucji
kontrolnych, ze pomimo Covidu pilnowali wydatkoéw instytucji Unii Europejskiej i monitorowali je. Zwracam uwage,
ze mimo tego trudnego czasu ogdlny poziom bledu byt taki sam jak w latach poprzednich, niecate 2%.

Chcialbym tez pochwali¢ si¢ wynikami kontroli mojego kraju. Mianowicie jest to wynik doréwnujacy Wlochom, troche
lepszy niz w przypadku Niemiec. A gdy chodzi o niezamknigte zgloszenia — jesteSmy na tym samym poziomie co
Francja i Wlochy. Dzigkuje bardzo, zycz¢ powodzenia panu prezesowi i Trybunatowi.

Luke Ming Flanagan, on behalf of The Left Group. — Madam President, the first thing I want to do is to congratulate Tony
on his appointment to this very, very important role. And I think it is brilliant that we have an actual auditor at the
head of this organisation.

[ think it is also very important that we have someone who comes from a working class background as our head
auditor and the head of this organisation. Because when you come from a working class background, you don’t say,
‘Ha, well I spent 97% of it well, and sure, 3% is only gone,’ because if you do, you might not be able to turn on the
light. Every last penny matters. That’s why I think it is important that we have someone like him in the position, and I
really, really welcome it.

On the RRF, we have a problem; the Court of Auditors has a problem. We are dealing with ordinary people’s money.
However, exactly how this money is being spent is without any real auditable trail. The idea that national authorities
can, in effect, audit themselves is a bad joke.

As for milestones and targets, to me it is like having a unit of speed to find a stone’s throw — however long you can
throw a stone; it is different for everyone — every so often, depending on how you decide every so often is. We need a
massive improvement. But I think we've made a good start by appointing this guy. I think he’ll make big changes.

Nicolas Bay (NI). - Madame la Présidente, sur le budget annuel, il est temps d’avoir une discussion que la Commission
essaye systématiquement d'éviter.

Le budget de I'Union européenne, l'argent des Européens, c'est-a-dire notre argent, est aujourd’hui utilisé pour financer
lislamisme. Au moins 36 millions d’euros versés entre 2014 et 2019 a des réseaux liés aux Freéres musulmans ou au
Hamas ou soutenant des groupes djihadistes. Plus d’'un million d’euros pour des programmes de prétendue lutte contre
le terrorisme, auxquels sont pourtant associées des ONG fondées par l'islamiste Abou Bakr Rieger, qui affirme vouloir
établir un califat au niveau mondial. Combien pour les campagnes affichant méme des petites filles voilées? Cest le
méme islamisme, la méme idéologie mortifere, qui gangreéne petit a petit nos rues, nos administrations et nos écoles.
Le méme islamisme qui tue, qui ensanglante et qui endeuille réguliérement I'Europe.

Chaque euro versé par la Commission a des associations liées & la mouvance islamiste est une honte, une véritable
infamie. 1l est urgent de réaliser un audit complet des subventions versées au nom d’une prétendue lutte contre le
racisme ou lislamophobie. Et lorsque la lumiére sera faite sur l'ampleur du scandale, vous devrez en répondre devant
nos peuples.

Jeroen Lenaers (PPE). — Madam President, let me first thank President Murphy for the presentation today, but mainly
for the work that the Court of Auditors does in general. It's crucial work, also in the context of our work here in this
House on the discharge procedures. Now, on the annual report, I want to make three brief points. Firstly, it is concer-
ning that the Court reports an error rate of 3% for expenditure, which is well above the 2% materiality threshold,
particularly because this error rate has been increasing for the last couple of years, leading to an adverse opinion
again. It is also significantly higher than the Commission’s own calculated risk at payment, which now even falls
below the range of error calculated by the Court.

Secondly, and this is connected to this, we should really work towards solving the confusion with different error
frameworks used by both institutions. We need to know beyond reasonable doubt what the error rate is, and there
needs to be an agreement on that figure. The same also goes for the assessments of the levels of risk of expenditure.
Uniform methods for sampling risk assessment and corrections of error and recovery would be very helpful for us to do
our work.
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Thirdly, the type of errors identified over time remain relatively similar: ineligible costs of beneficiaries, lack of suppor-
ting documents, infringement of rules and breach of public procurement rules. Simplification of these rules would really
help here to make sure money gets to the beneficiaries without mistakes. We need to work on that without delay.

Public support for EU expenditures relies on our joint ability to spend European taxpayers’ money in accordance with
rules and regulations. This report once again underlines that we still have some work to do.

Lara Wolters (S&D). — Voorzitter, in de komende drie jaar komt via het Europees herstelfonds een grote hoeveelheid
geld beschikbaar voor de lidstaten. Dat is mooi, want op die manier kan Europa helpen om bijvoorbeeld de zorgen van
mensen over energiekosten structureel tegemoet te komen in de toekomst. Maar daarvoor is het noodzakelijk dat de
toewijzing en de controle van het herstelgeld zorgvuldig gebeurt. Zeker als straks — tegen de zin van het Europees
Parlement in — herstelgelden aan rechtsstaatschenders Hongarije en Polen zouden worden uitgekeerd.

Het is dus belangrijk dat de zorgen van de Europese Rekenkamer over die controle serieus worden genomen. Dat
betekent: duidelijke criteria bij het vrijgeven van herstelgelden, meer transparantie over wie de eindontvangers van dat
geld zijn en duidelijke rapportage over die ontvangers in een toegankelijke Europese databank. Dat soort controle op het
gebruik van Europees geld is essentieel voor het vertrouwen van iedereen in onze Europese Unie.

David Cormand (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, félicitations, Monsieur le Président,
pour vos nouvelles responsabilités. Vous avez une mission fondamentale, celle de faire en sorte que, dans notre démo-
cratie européenne, l'argent que nous décidons de dépenser le soit véritablement dans la bonne direction, la direction
dans laquelle nous avons décidé de le dépenser. Ceest fondamental pour les citoyennes et les citoyens qui sont attachés a
la fagon dont nous dépensons cet argent.

La Cour des comptes européenne a conclu que sur la période du CFP 2014-2020, les 20 % promis de dépenses pour le
climat n'ont pas été respectés. Seuls 13 % ont été dépensés, d’apres vos études, a ces fins. C'est inadmissible quand on
connait les priorités en matiére de transition écologique. Et pour le prochain CFP, c’est 30 % de dépenses climat, plus
10 % pour la biodiversité. Je sais que le commissaire Hahn a répondu a mon interpellation que, pour la Commission, il
n'y avait pas de probleme. Eh bien, moi je pense quil y en a un. Jaimerais donc qu'on puisse savoir au fil du temps,
année apres année, si on respecte bien ces objectifs, notamment climatiques, et qu'on n'attende pas le terme du CFP pour
le savoir.

Encore merci pour vos travaux et nous serons vigilants sur ce point comme sur les autres.

Gilles Lebreton (ID). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Président de la Cour des comptes européenne, chers colle-
gues, le rapport de la Cour des comptes européenne révele une augmentation des soupgons de fraude dans les dépenses
de I'Union européenne: quinze cas en 2021 contre seulement six en 2020. C'est un constat préoccupant. De fagon plus
globale, le rapport reléve aussi un pourcentage d’erreur en hausse significative: 3 % contre 2,7. Or, cette augmentation
me parait encore plus préoccupante que celle relative aux fraudes, car elle révele des errances collectives et non pas
seulement des dérives individuelles.

Je veux citer 'exemple des contrats d’achat de vaccins anti-COVID. La Cour accuse ouvertement la Commission, je cite,
de mavoir pas vérifié de facon appropriée si les conditions financiéres de ces contrats avaient été respectées. On décou-
vre avec stupeur que la Commission a accordé une confiance aveugle aux fabricants de vaccins. Elle n'a vérifié ni
lexactitude de leurs cofits de production, ni l'utilisation des acomptes quils ont recus, ni I'opportunité de les faire
bénéficier de clauses secrétes dirresponsabilité généralisée.

On comprend mieux, a la lecture de ces pages accablantes, pourquoi le Parlement européen a créé, le 10 mars dernier,
une commission d’enquéte sur la pandémie de COVID-19. Jattends de celle-ci quelle détermine si ces erreurs surpre-
nantes relevent uniquement de négligences graves ou si elles révelent des conflits d'intéréts pénalement répréhensibles.
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Johan Van Overtveldt (ECR). — Voorzitter, president, commissaris, we staan voor belangrijke begrotingsbesprekingen.
De opmaak van de begroting mag zich echter niet beperken tot het toewijzen van uitgaven, maar moet ook waken over
de kwaliteit van die uitgaven. Zowel door de pandemie als door de waanzinnige oorlog van mijnheer Poetin worden we
geconfronteerd met begrotingsinstrumenten die zich buiten de reguliere EU-begroting bevinden.

Ik onderschrijf de noodzaak om budgetten vrij te maken in tijden van crisis, maar de manier van werken die we nu
hanteren draagt toch wel grote risico’s in zich. Het Parlement kan bijvoorbeeld zijn controlerende rol niet naar behoren
vervullen. Dit geldt zowel voor het coronafonds — de herstel- en veerkrachtfaciliteit — als voor middelen die naar
Ockraine gaan.

Het lijdt geen twijfel dat financiéle steun aan Oekraine absoluut noodzakelijk is, maar het geld moet worden besteed om
de beoogde doelen te bereiken en het moet uiteraard de grote meerderheid van de Oekraiense bevolking bereiken. De
realiteit is dat dit Parlement daar vandaag onvoldoende zicht op heeft.

Ik pleit ervoor dat de controlerende rol van het Parlement versterkt wordt in het belang van fraudebestrijding en met het
00g op het tegengaan van oneigenlijk gebruik van middelen.

Sabrina Pignedoli (NI). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, prima di tutto, complimenti per la sua nomina,
Presidente.

Lo studio della Corte relativo alla situazione finanziaria dell'UE ci mostra quanta strada abbiamo da fare per un bilancio
veramente efficace ed efficiente. La Corte sottolinea come siano ancora troppi gli errori nel bilancio e, in pili, ora c'¢ da
gestire tutta la spesa relativa allRRF.

Queste conclusioni dipingono una situazione di urgenza, esprimono con forza la necessita di una gestione efficiente
della spesa, soprattutto alla luce dell’attuale situazione di regressione. Prima il Covid, ora la guerra della Russia contro
I'Ucraina e la preoccupante crisi energetica con il concomitante aumento dei prezzi. Il bilancio ¢ giustamente aumentato
perché I'UE sta mobilitando le proprie disponibilita e sta prevedendo una maggiore flessibilita per reagire alla crisi.

In un contesto in cui le risorse sono necessarie per aiutare concretamente i nostri cittadini e le nostre imprese, gli errori
nel bilancio europeo devono essere ridotti il pitt possibile e serve un contrasto maggiore contro le frodi, migliorando
anche il recupero del denaro che ¢ stato versato in maniera scorretta.

Angelika Winzig (PPE). — Sehr geehrte Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, geschitzter Herr Rechnungshofprisident!
Jedes Jahr bei der Debatte iiber den Bericht des Rechnungshofs stellen wir uns die gleiche Frage: Wie hoch ist die
Fehlerquote, und wie viel davon ist betriigerischer Absicht bzw. mangelndem Wissen tiber die Abwicklung von
EU-Forderungen zuzuordnen?

GrofSbetriebe verfiigen iiber Abteilungen, die ausschlieflich mit der Beantragung und der Abwicklung von
EU-Forderungen beschiftigt sind. Aber was machen mittelstindische Betriebe, die diese Expertise nicht haben? Viele
versuchen gar nicht, etwas einzureichen, weil sie sich diesen Aufwand nicht antun. Aber dadurch geht uns auch ein
grofles Potenzial verloren. Daher kann ich der Aussage der 0sterreichischen Vertretung beim Europiischen
Rechnungshof, Frau Berger, nur zustimmen, dass wir die Fordermodelle fiir den Mittelstand simplifizieren miissen,
sodass alle die gleichen Chancen haben. Ich bin tberzeugt, dass dies sicherlich nicht zu mehr Betrug bei den Forderun-
gen fihrt.

Caterina Chinnici (S&D). - Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, io rivolgo al Presidente dottor
Murphy i miei auguri per il suo nuovo incarico e lo ringrazio per la relazione annuale, dalla quale emergono giudizi
positivi sullaffidabilita dei conti dell'UE e sulla legittimita e regolarita delle entrate.

Preoccupa invece l'incremento del livello di errore stimato nelle spese di bilancio UE e il conseguente parere negativo
espresso per il terzo anno consecutivo. In un momento cosi difficile, in cui la guerra aumenta i rischi per il bilancio
dell'UE, ¢ quanto mai necessario assicurare che i fondi europei siano impiegati correttamente. Occorre quindi che le
istituzioni, tutte le istituzioni, si adoperino per dare alle raccomandazioni della Corte il giusto seguito, promuovere la
condivisione delle migliori pratiche nei controlli da parte degli Stati membri, condurre verifiche ex-ante piti mirate e
rafforzare il monitoraggio sull'applicazione delle norme sugli appalti.
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Esprimo infine apprezzamento per l'attenzione specifica dedicata alla spesa del dispositivo per la ripresa e la resilienza,
misura fondamentale per sostenere finanziariamente gli Stati membri.

Daniel Freund (Verts/ALE). - Madam President, dear colleagues, just yesterday, something surprising happened: 75 bil-
lion of Polish cohesion money are frozen.

And how did this happen? Not because of the Article 7 procedure that is blocked for seven years, not because of the
Conditionality Regulation that the Commission refuses to apply to Poland for two years now and not because of the ECJ
rulings that the Polish government keeps ignoring to the tune of more than EUR 1 million a day.

No, it seems that a brave Commission official applies properly the Common Provisions Regulation, which clearly says if
you do not respect the fundamental rights and the fundamental rights charter, you cannot have money. Also, when your
control mechanisms break down, there should be no transfers.

Mr Hahn, of course, this should have happened much, much earlier. It is good that it is happening now, and of course,
this should not only happen when the Member State in question fills out the questionnaire, admitting itself that it is
breaking the rule of law.

Mr. Murphy, you should keep a close look at the Commission for properly applying those standards in all Member
States and protecting the EU budget. We have the rules, we have the instruments and we should make sure that this is
not just up to the brave civil servants, but that they get the full political support for upholding the rule of law.

Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR). — Voorzitter, collega’s, de recente bevindingen van de Rekenkamer over de EU-uitgaven geven
geen rooskleurig beeld. Een foutenpercentage van 3 % is natuurlijk veel te hoog.

Het meest maak ik me echter zorgen over het coronahulpfonds, een fonds waarbij geen enkele verantwoording behoeft
te worden afgelegd over de daadwerkelijk gemaakte kosten. Er wordt alleen gestuurd op soms wel hele vage doelstellin-
gen. En zelfs als deze niet behaald zijn, wordt toch tot betaling overgegaan, constateert de Rekenkamer. Bovendien
ontbreekt een duidelijke methodologie om prestaties te meten.

En waar komt het geld eigenlijk terecht? Dat mag de samenleving blijkbaar niet weten, want de eindbegunstigden
worden niet openbaar gemaakt. Dit moet echt anders! Laten we zorgen voor meer transparantie! Bij de landbouwfond-
sen wordt iedere eindbegunstigde gepubliceerd. Waarom doen we dat niet bij het coronahulpfonds?

Ook het monitoren van de prestaties moet wat mij betreft écht beter. Het gaat tenslotte om geld van de belastingbetaler
en daar moeten we zuinig op zijn.

Francesca Donato (NI). — Signora Presidente, Presidente Murphy, complimenti, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi,
ECA ha emesso nuovamente un giudizio negativo sulla gestione del bilancio da parte della Commissione europea nel
2021, ravvisando un'alta percentuale di errore in diversi capitoli di spesa specificamente individuati.

Fra questi, le operazioni condotte in regime di gestione diretta tramite I'ESI, in cui la Commissione ha accordato i
pagamenti ai produttori dei vaccini anti Covid, pur nel mancato rispetto delle condizioni finanziarie dell'accordo pre-
liminare, ivi rilevando altresi debolezze nellappalto di servizi e forniture. IECA ha raccomandato quindi alla
Commissione di garantire il rispetto, da parte dei produttori di vaccini, dei termini degli accordi preliminari di acquisto.

La Corte ha poi rimarcato il rischio per il bilancio europeo derivante dai finanziamenti e prestiti all'Ucraina ad alto
rischio di trasformarsi in passivita, raccomandando l'adozione di provvedimenti tesi a ridurre gli impegni finanziari in
atto e mitigare il rischio di insolvenza dell’'Ucraina, ma finora la Commissione ha totalmente disatteso queste raccoman-
dazioni, esponendo il bilancio UE a sicure future perdite.

Pertanto, risulta sfrontato chiedere agli Stati membri maggiori risorse per affrontare le difficolta derivanti dalla decisione
di una Commissione che non intende correggere la rotta per riportare il bilancio UE su un terreno sostenibile. I soldi dei
contribuenti europei vanno amministrati con diligenza e assennatezza e se la Commissione non intende farlo, ne trar-
remo le dovute conclusioni.
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Ivan Stefanec (PPE). - Madam President, dear colleagues, the findings of the Court of Auditors are very important. As
a matter of fact, the results have shown that the usage of European funds has not been improving. In 2021, 15 cases of
suspected fraud have been identified and reported to the European Anti-Fraud Office. Consequently, five investigations
have already been opened. The suggestion coming from the comparison with the results of 2020 annual report, where
only six cases were reported to OLAF, it really worries me.

On the other hand, this report also shows positive outcomes. It shows that the Court of Auditors has been doing its
work very efficiently and therefore I would like to use this opportunity to express my gratitude for the hard and honest
work. Moreover, the report also emphasises the high importance of the establishment of the European Public
Prosecutor’s Office.

Nevertheless, when it comes to EU financing, we need to increase the powers of controlling mechanism. EU funds are,
after all, assigned to European citizens for improving their quality of life and simplifying their lives, not for enriching
individuals.

Peter van Dalen (PPE). - Voorzitter, de Europese Unie roept bedrijven, lidstaten en burgers ertoe op dat het geld dat
vanuit Europa is verkregen, verantwoord en rechtmatig moet worden besteed. Dat is volkomen terecht.

Maar wat zien we vandaag? De Rekenkamer keurt voor het derde achtereenvolgende jaar de betalingen van de Europese
Unie af en de foutenmarge van die bestedingen is opnieuw gestegen, naar 3 %, ruim boven de grens van 2 %. De
foutenmarge voor het Cohesiefonds ligt bijna dubbel zo hoog, en vooral Spanje en Griekenland springen eruit als het
gaat om de vastgestelde fouten. En dan moet de eindverantwoording over het coronaherstelfonds nog komen!

Kortom, er ligt een onthutsend verslag voor! Drie keer is scheepsrecht. Dit Parlement moet een halt toeroepen aan deze
ontwikkeling en de kwijting van diverse instellingen dan maar een keer weigeren en op de rem trappen. Doen we dat
niet, dan neemt onze geloofwaardigheid af en zal de belastingbetaler zeggen: “Wat doen die gasten daar eigenlijk? Dat
kan zo niet langer!”

Asvtepng Xpiotogopou (PPE). — Kupia TTpoedpe, ayamnte kUpie Enitpone Hahn, ayamnté Tpoedpe tou Euponaikotd EAeykti-
ko Zuvedpiou Tony Murphy, da fdeha mpetiotes va cag cuyxape yio Ty avaMyn v KadnkOVIey 6ag o &vav 1oxupo
Yeopd g Eupomaikic Evoone. Eipar meneiopévog OTL Do eVIOUOETE OKOHO TEPIGOOTEPO QUTOV TOV Ueopod, Ja Tov
LOXUPOTIOMOETE Kat D0l TOV KATAOTIOETE mpaypatika Jeopo mou da tov epmoteloviar anepiopiota kal anduta ot Evponaiot
mohiteg, Swon Ja aigVavoviar OTL pe T ouvepyacia OAGV UMOPOUHE Vo €(OUHE autov Tov Jeopd, o omoiog da eva
Yepato@UAakag twv oupgepoviwy tev Euponaiov molitov.

'Opoc, ogeike va tovicw, péoa and T dikn pou eunepia Oha autd ta Xpovia oty Emtponry ENéyyou tou ITpoimoloyiopou, om
1 Emtpony ENéyyou tou Tpotnoloyiopol ta televtaia ypovia, pe T cupfoln] OAwv Tev ayamntev ouvadélgov and apiotepd
pexpt dekidr kar umod ™V Myeoia g ayannuévig pag mpogdpou, Monika Hohlmeier, katopdwoe npaypatikd va ddoet to otiypa
TNG GTEVG GUVEPYAOIAG KAl TG GUGTPATEUONG OAWY HAG TPOG €vay Kat povadikd otdyo: va dtaguldEoupe Ta GURQEPOVTA TLY
Euponaiov mohtdv. Kat dewpo eutuyr ouykupia ot onjuepa to Euponaikd Eheyktiko Zuvédpio pe v Emtponr) EAéyyou tou
TIpoumoloytopov, pe v ayaot kat anoAut cuvepyaocia kat pe Tov ayannto Enitpono Hahn, €xel v eukaipia mpaypatika va
EVIOYUGEL QKO TIEPIOOOTEPO TIV EUMLOTOGUVI] TV TOMTAV TPOG Toug Jeopous kat iaitepa mpog v Eupendixr Eveon yia
dragUhakn Tov ypnudtev Toug.

Sedn Kelly (PPE). — A Uachtardin, ar dtds féilte 6 chrof roimh mo chara Tony Murphy,

who took up his duties as the new Court of Auditors President earlier this month. [ warmly welcome you today, Tony. I
look forward to your presidency.

The 2021 annual report covers an immense amount of work and topics. This year, for the first time, the ECA covered
the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the main component of the EU’s 800 billion Next Generation EU package. The
auditors have also outlined the key findings regarding revenue and the many areas of spending under the EU budget and
the European Development Fund.
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One of the main purposes of the ECA is to highlight shortcomings in the management of EU funds. Last year was an
extraordinary case, where the EU took bold action in relation to common financing mechanisms. The work of the ECA
ensures that risks and challenges for the EU’s finances are managed effectively. It is vital for the functioning of the EU to
have a full view of risks in relation to EU funds.

Adh mér ort, a Tony, agus ar do chomhghleacaithe.
Spontane Wortmeldungen

Clare Daly (The Left). - A Uachtardin, bualadh bos agus comhghairdeachas, a Uachtardin Murphy, agus go n-éirf an
béthar leat.

We have a saying in Ireland about “wearing the green jersey”, which basically means going out and batting for Ireland
no matter what. It's not a game that we ever choose to play, because Ireland has plenty of shortcomings and we
recognise them.

But, equally, we will call out our successes when they occur and I'd like to put on record that it is a tremendous honour
for Ireland that Tony Murphy has got this position and, actually, it is a tremendous honour for the ECA to have him at
the helm of this key institution which doesn’t get the focus that it deserves.

I'd like to salute the work of the ACA in scrutinising how the EU spends its money in terms of whether our citizens get
value for money. I often see its reports which points to our failings, but yet we carry on regardless with much of those
policies.

I note the concerns in the report about the increase in errors. I note the President’s concerns about the risk of the war
in Ukraine on the EU budget and the massive transfer of resources that we have around this issue.

So I'd just like to salute him and the organisation and hope that we work in this way with this organisation, which is
evidence-based and so important at the present juncture.

Mick Wallace (The Left). - Madam President, I too would like to congratulate Tony Murphy on his appointment as
President of the European Court of Auditors. Tony was appointed by his peers, he didn’t get elected by the usual in-
house trading. But then I find it interesting as well that none of the Fianna Fdil has turned up here today. Tony comes
from Ireland and he didn’t come through the political cartel that prevails in Ireland. He’s from a working class back-
ground, from Cabra, and for someone of his ability to reach such a high level in the European Union, it makes it a good
day for the European Union.

Now, the European Court of Auditors for me is one of the most reputable entities in this institution, and God knows we
don't find too many of them. Just a couple of points, they did a wonderful report on Ukraine last year where they were
investigating the value for money on 15 billion spent in Ukraine by the European taxpayers and found that Ukraine was
one of the most corrupt countries in Europe. Sadly that's been ignored by the warmongers of late.

And, the last point, we spent 8 billion in the Sahel since 2015, a total waste of money. I'd love to see the European
Court of Auditors investigate value for money there.

And lastly, on Mozambique, where I was two weeks ago ...
(The President cut off the speaker)
(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

Johannes Hahn, Mitglied der Kommission. — Frau Prisidentin! Einige Bemerkungen zu den Bemerkungen: Es ist richtig,
dass dieses Jahr iiber 97 % oder 97 % des Budgets fiir clean befunden wurden. Auch wenn manchen diese Darstellung
nicht passt, kann ich das insofern noch toppen, Herr Flanagan, dass am Ende nach einer mehrjahrigen Kontrollperiode,
wo zigtausende von Checks durchgefithrt wurden, die Fehlerquote bei unter einem Prozent ist, das heifSt, iiber 99 % sind
dann in Ordnung.
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Und vor allen Dingen — in Richtung des Publikums — ist es auch wichtig, in Erinnerung zu rufen, dass man sehr wohl
zwischen error — Irrtum — und fraud — Betrug — unterscheiden muss. Und hier ist es klar, dass wir, wenn wir von der error
rate reden, in einem hohen MafSe von Irrtiimern, von falschen Annahmen, was forderfihig ist, reden und nur zu einem
sehr kleinen Teil von Betrug. Aber ich sage auch: Es gibt hier null Toleranz. Wenn irgendetwas entdeckt wird, sowohl,
was den Fehler an sich anbelangt, dann gehort es korrigiert, und wenn es sich um einen offensichtlichen Betrug handelt,
dann muss dem ohne Wenn und Aber nachgegangen werden.

Aber weil wir iiber Fehlerquoten reden, kann ich der Frau Abgeordneten Winzig und auch anderen nur zustimmen, die
gemeint haben: Gerade fur Klein- und Mittelbetriebe ist es nicht einfach, die Forderungen in Anspruch zu nehmen,
wegen der — das miissen wir uns eingestehen — vielfachen Komplexitit der Forderstrukturen. Und daher glaube ich,
unser gemeinsamer Appell an uns selbst, den wir aber auch umsetzen missen, ist, dort, wo es in der Tat geht,
Komplizierungen zu vermeiden und Vereinfachungen sicherzustellen.

An die Adresse von Herrn Freund: Niemand verweigert irgendetwas. Aber Ihr Beispiel mit Polen beweist ja nur, wie
wichtig es ist, eine Reihe von Maffnahmen in den verschiedensten Bereichen der Verfolgung von Rechtsstaatlichkeit zu
haben. Und wo welche Mafinahme einzusetzen ist, hingt letztlich von den Ursachen, von den Gegebenheiten ab. Und
deswegen war es nur offensichtlich, dass eben hier im Bereich der Kohision diese Manahme ergriffen wurde.

Letzter Punkt, nochmals, wenn wir uns mit der Analyse beschiftigen: Ich sage Thnen ganz ehrlich, die error rate ist fiir
mich ein wichtiger Indikator. Aber noch wichtiger sind die Analysen des Rechnungshofes. Wenn Sie auf regionaler oder
nationaler Ebene im Bereich des Audits Schwachstellen identifizieren, ist es wichtig, dass wir die gemeinsam angehen
und hier wirklich sozusagen spezifisch — tailor-made — Verbesserungen zu erzielen versuchen, denn dann ergibt sich die
Reduzierung der Fehlerquote ohnedies von selbst. Das heiflt, der Fokus muss darauf liegen, systemische Defizite
zu identifizieren und dann gegebenenfalls zu versuchen, Verbesserungen vorzunehmen.

Nochmals vielen Dank fiir die Debatte, aber vor allen Dingen auch fiir die gute Zusammenarbeit zwischen Hof, Parla-
ment und auch der Kommission.

Die Prisidentin. — Dankeschon, Herr Kommissar. Nun erhilt Tony Murphy das Schlusswort. Ich mochte mich den
Gratulationen anschliefen und Thnen wiinschen, dass die Begeisterung, die Thnen fraktionsiibergreifend entgegengebracht
wurde in diesem Haus, auch im nichsten Jahr dann anhilt.

Tony Murphy, President of the Court of Auditors. — Madam President. Firstly, [ would like to thank everybody for your
best wishes in my new role, and for the future success of our institution. I very much appreciate it.

From the contributions, it's obvious that the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) is an item of concern for many of
you. As I said in my introductory speech, it’s a particular challenge and one which is highly topical at the moment and
will continue to be a challenge for us all going forward. I would like to just reemphasise that what we say in our
opinion is that the assessment of the Commission, namely that the reforms in Spain have been met and the payment
can be made legally and regularly on that basis, is the limit of the opinion.

We are not saying that EU national financial rules are respected. In this case, however, because there’s no investment —
it's reforms in any case — so it’s very difficult for us to audit anything in that regard, because there are no associated
costs. I would look at the RRF in terms of being a work in progress, particularly in terms of how the protection of the
financial interests of the EU will be protected. I also see some need for a clarification in the responsibility and roles of
the different players, due to the novelty of this delivery mechanism. There’s also a need for us all — both us and the
Commission — to ascertain, on that basis, if there are any accountability gaps.

The second issue that was mentioned most frequently was the error rate. The Commissioner has said that the error rate
is just a snapshot, in a way. It’s just at a particular point in time. Nonetheless, it's consistently around 2.5—3%. These
are errors that are repeatedly happening.

The Commissioner mentioned the control systems in the Member States. If we look at the cohesion chapter, we see that,
in the work of the other authorities there, we find a lot of errors that have not been detected by the authorities.
Therefore, we can’t rely on the work that the other authorities complete in terms of relying on the error rate. The
problem for us is that this error rate, which is reported by the other authorities, is subsequently used by the
Commission for their error rates. This might explain to Mr Lenaers from earlier why there is a difference between the
Commission’s error rate and our rate. It is because we still maintain that those reported from national authorities are
underestimated and are then subsequently incorporated into the Commission’s error rate.



C196/292 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie 2.6.2023

Streda 19. oktébra 2022

However, it’s also important to note that the 3% increase is probably in line with the trends normally towards the end of
a programming period. Also, the fact that we have a higher proportion of high-risk expenditure — as someone mentio-
ned that the error rate for high risk expenses is 4.7% — obviously has an impact on the overall error rate going up from
2.7 to 3%.

Someone, Madam Winzig, also mentioned in that context simplification. As a Court, we have consistently promoting
the use of simplified cost options. Some Member States have used them more than others, but we are constantly behind
that, because we see that as a way of avoiding complex cost reimbursements, which —we acknowledge all the time -
contribute to errors systematically.

Mr Kuhs also referred to the adverse opinion. The adverse opinion is because of the pervasive nature of these errors.
There are over 63% of our other population has an error rate of 4.7%, and that is why we are well above the 2%
materiality threshold. I think Mr Van Overtveldt also mentioned something about these new instruments, and it's very
important that we do look at flexibility of new instruments, but in a way that mitigates risk to an acceptable level and
ensures accountability. Mr Chastel also mentioned data mining, which obviously from our perspective will be very
beneficial and lead to efficiency gains. However, it obviously depends on the availability of data in the auditees, including
the Commission.

In terms of climate objectives, it was mentioned that maybe we should report more often than at the end of the seven-
year period. We have a number of audits in the climate sphere, which are carried out by mainly by our chamber one.
One is actually due to be published next year on climate targets specifically, and obviously part of our effort is also
green tagging. A specific percentage of expenditure is supposed to be green, which obviously will be subject to audit.

Finally, I would just like to take this opportunity to thank the staff of the European Court of Auditors for still, despite
the difficult working conditions pre— and post-pandemic, delivering more or less the full work programme at a very
high quality, despite all the challenges that we have encountered.

Lastly, I would just like to welcome Mr Christoforou to the Court. He starts with us on the 1 November 2022, and we
look forward to engagement in a different capacity. Thank you very much.

Die Prisidentin. — Herzlichen Dank, viel Erfolg bei Threr Arbeit im Rechnungshof! Dankeschén an alle, die sich an
dieser Debatte beteiligt haben.

Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

12. Vztahy medzi EU a zdpadnym Balkinom s ohladom na novy balik tykajiici sa roz-
Sirovania (rozprava)

Die Prisidentin. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber die Erklirung der Kommission
zu den Beziehungen zwischen der EU und den Lindern im Westbalkan vor dem Hintergrund des neuen Erweiterung-
spakets (2022/2881(RSP)).

Bevor ich Herrn Kommissar Olivér Varhelyi im Namen der Kommission das Wort erteile, ersuche ich schon jetzt vorweg
alle Abgeordneten, die sich zu Wort melden werden, dass sie sich an die Redezeit halten.

Olivér Varhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of this House, the last year has
been challenging but the EU has always stood with its Western Balkan partners.

Since the start of the pandemic, the EU has supported the Western Balkans in the COVID-19 fight. We provided
immediate emergency support, including equipment, and redirected funds to mitigate the socioeconomic impact of the
COVID-19 crisis. The EU delivered the first vaccines to the region.

Second, our economic and investment plan for the Western Balkans is our response to supporting the long-term
socioeconomic recovery of the region. The plan comes with EUR 9 billion funding from the EPA, and a possibility to
leverage EUR 20 billion in investments. And this is for the next six years.
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Part of this funding is already well underway. In the last two years, we have adopted EUR 1.2 billion in investment
grants under the Western Balkans Investment Framework, with a view to financing 24 flagship projects with a total
investment value of EUR 3.4 billion.

Third, the current energy crisis is a challenge for the Western Balkans as well as for the EU. Therefore, the EU involves
the region in its policies and in its actions.

The EU has invited the Western Balkans to join the common EU energy purchases for joint purchasing of gas, LNG and
hydrogen. Serbia and North Macedonia have joined the first regional group meeting of the South East Europe Regional
Task Force. The REPowerEU plan will help to reduce the EU’s and the Western Balkans' dependence on Russian gas.

However, we need to reduce further the EU’s and the Western Balkans' dependence on Russian gas as a matter of
urgency. That's why we're working on an energy rescue scheme for the entire Western Balkans. The funds we propose
will address immediate, short-term and mid-term needs faced by the region.

The immediate measures will include budget support to cushion energy price increases and their impact in particular on
businesses, households and SMEs. These measures aim to tackle the energy crisis still this winter.

Short-term measures will support diversification of energy supplies, will boost gas and electricity interconnectors, new
storage facilities and LNG terminals. We'll also deploy smaller renewable energy projects and energy efficiency measures.

Mid-term assistance will include other investments contributing to the energy transition and security. These measures
will cover large-scale renewable energy generation projects, upgrade of electricity transmission systems, district heating
and schemes for energy efficiency for the old blocks of flats.

Further, migration remains an area where we need to work even more closely with our Western Balkan partners. This is
even more urgent given the increased migratory pressure experienced in the region over the past year. It must be clear
that the EU only welcomes people through safe and legal routes while the door is not open for irregular entry. It must
be clear that those who are not eligible and who do not qualify to stay will be returned without delay. It must be clear
that we would protect the integrity of our asylum system. We will crack down on smuggler activities and criminal
undertakings associated with it.

This narrative requires a shift in our policy and the rebalancing of our assistance, including to respond to the emerging
needs and challenges in the region.

We will not leave the Western Balkans alone. We will deliver on our part both politically and financially. We intend to
significantly, by 60%, increase our funding to address migration challenges in the Western Balkans during the period of
2021-2024, meaning more than EUR 350 million.

Now, let me give you a short overview about this year’s developments in the region, as there was new dynamism in our
relationship with the Western Balkans.

The EU held the first intergovernmental conferences with Albania and North Macedonia in July. This was a major
breakthrough, opening a new chapter in the EU enlargement policy. The Commission started immediately the screening
as the first step of the negotiation process. Both Albania and North Macedonia need to keep up the speed and make use
of the screening process to explore the full potential to accelerate the implementation of EU reforms.

Last week, the Commission recommended the candidate status be granted to Bosnia and Herzegovina by the Council on
the understanding that a number of steps are taken. Granting candidate status is an offer; we're doing this for the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. But it also comes with high expectations. It is for the elite to turn this into reality.
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Following general elections on 2 October, we expect the legislators and the governments at state, entity and cantonal
levels to be swiftly set up in order to focus on EU reforms. It will be for the European Council to take the final
decisions, possibly in December. The Commission stands ready to step up its support and to be a reliable partner
along this road. The Commission also continues to monitor and report on the implementation of the 14 key priorities
based on progress on the ground.

For Montenegro, the priority for further overall progress in the accession negotiations remains the fulfilment of the rule
of law interim benchmarks set out on the Chapter 23 and 24. In order to reach this milestone, Montenegro needs to
intensify its efforts in tackling outstanding issues, including the critical areas of freedom of expression and media
freedom, and fight against corruption and organised crime.

Serbia has made progress in the rule of law, in particular in the reform of the judiciary and in fighting corruption.
Therefore, the overall balance in the accession negotiations is ensured. The EU is Serbia’s most important political and
economic partner, and we want to help Serbia address its challenges, including in the area of energy security.

At the same time, we need to count on Serbia as a sincere European partner, standing with us for our common values,
security and prosperity. In the current geopolitical context, it is also clear that Serbia needs to step up its efforts in
aligning with the EU positions on foreign policy, including declarations and sanctions against Russia. Since the begin-
ning of the war in Ukraine, alignment of CFSP is more important than ever. We need our Western Balkan partners, who
are otherwise our strategic allies, to come along with us on this.

Kosovo enjoyed political stability throughout the year, and the authorities continue to demonstrate their commitment to
the EU path. On visa liberalisation, the Commission stands by its assessment of 2018 that Kosovo has fulfilled all the
benchmarks. The proposal is still pending in the Council and we support the renewed discussions by a technical update
of our assessment. Both Belgrade and Pristina need to engage constructively in the dialogue process. With this, I thank
you for your attention.

David McAllister, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Commissioner Vdrhelyi, ladies and gentlemen, dear
colleagues, Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine has forced us to rethink our commitments and policies, including
on enlargement. With Ukraine and Moldova having been granted candidate status and Georgia having been granted a
European perspective, there are now ten countries in total that have embarked upon a path towards the European
Union.

Last Wednesday, we debated the 2022 enlargement package immediately after its adoption in an extraordinary meeting
of the Foreign Affairs Committee, together with our Commissioner, Olivér Vérhelyi.

If I remember correctly, we more or less conveyed three messages. First, we highlighted the need to advance the EU
enlargement policy as the single most effective instrument for securing peace, prosperity and fundamental values on the
European continent. Second, we reiterated our strong support for the European perspective of the countries of the
Western Balkans and underlined that the European Union needs to deliver on the obligations towards these countries.
And, third, we emphasised that each enlargement country should be judged by its own and on its own merits. The
enlargement process needs to remain firmly based on the fulfilment of all relevant criteria, with a strong focus on
strengthening democracy, the rule of law, as well as on close cooperation on foreign policy matters.

Commissioner Vérhelyi, the Foreign Affairs Committee will continue to scrutinise the enlargement policy closely and we
will now stock our work on the individual country reports.

Tonino Picula, on behalf of the SED Group. — Madam President, Mr Commissioner, enlargement policy is not only about
political and economic unity — it is founded in our values too. Following the common foreign policy might not be
defined as key criteria, but it becomes today as one of the critical indicators of the commitment of the candidate
countries. It cannot be dismissed or treated as a side issue that will gradually be aligned.
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Our position is clear. Serbian negotiations can only advance when the sanctions are fully adopted. In Montenegro,
persistent political instability affects their front-runner status. On BiH, the new recommendations with the same com-
plex conditions will hopefully bring the country closer to the candidacy status, but we remain cautious. Albania and
Macedonia deserve a fast track to compensate for the time lost, and any delay in visa liberalisation for Kosovo is
detrimental to our role and perception.

We need to build back our credibility by acknowledging the progress and by not ignoring the backsliding when it is
obvious.

Katalin Cseh, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, allow me to jump right
into the middle. So the key word is ‘credibility’. What the Commission needs to show in the Western Balkans is the
credibility of the accession process.

And why is it so important? Because we know that we are talking about a geopolitical buffer zone. And Russia and
China understand the strategic importance of the Western Balkans just as well as we do, only that it is right on our
doorstep. And the palpable influence of Russia and China is felt throughout the whole region.

But Beijing and Moscow’s geopolitical opportunity is our geopolitical risk. In 2022, when Russia is invading Ukraine,
when China is eyeing Taiwan, it is really that simple. But neither Putin nor Xi are credible partners. Their alliances are
driven by corruption, opportunism and dominance. We have seen this in Montenegro, Bosnia and in other countries
across the region.

So if you are serious about enlargement, which we should be, we need to highlight the contrast that makes us the only
viable ally in the Western Balkans region. We need to show our best face, a Europe that delivers peace, prosperity,
robust rule of law an anti-corruption framework and also a strong alliance that is able to protect its members from
existential external threats. And also, we have to stick to a clear enlargement agenda without delays, without empty
promises, without doublespeak that alienates our partners.

Because, colleagues, this is a question of strategic interests, and we only have one shot to get it right. So let'’s not waste
it.

Thomas Waitz, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, Western Balkans is geographically
clearly Europe. It is also culturally clearly Europe. Some of us have been working a lot in the past years to get this
region closer to the European Union but, meanwhile, through the geostrategic events that we see, I think a majority of
the House has understood the urgency of bringing this region into the European Union.

But what we see is that through our actions, through our promises that we do not fulfilled, through keeping the region
pending year by year by year, we're losing more and more public support.

Let us look at Montenegro. Well, the fight against organised crime, the fight against smugglers, the actual prosecution of
high-ranking politicians and corrupt judges — it is really remarkable. Do we really think this government was ousted
because of that, that they did the deal with Orthodox Church? Well, if you talk to people in the country, people do not
think so. They say it is because of the fight against organised crime that DPukanovi¢’s DPS withdrew their support. I
think we should acknowledge that.

Let us look at Kosovo. For Kosovo, again, visa liberalisation was blocked by France and some other States. Again, new
conditions for the country. Like this we will lose the public support of Kosovans and we are losing it on.

Let us see look at Bosnia and Herzegovina. Well, it is a very good step to grant candidate status or at least to propose it.
But let us hope the Council follows that path, because if the Council once again does not follow that path, we will lose
the trust of the population again, same as we see in North Macedonia because of these bilateral issues with Bulgaria. We
are losing the trust of local population.

We need to speed up the process. Otherwise, we leave the region to Russia, to China, to Arabic states, and I am sure
that is not what we all together want to see.
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Anna Bonfrisco, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signora Presidente, signor Commissario Vérhelyi, onorevoli colleghi, sin dalla
firma del trattato di Roma, I'Unione europea si ¢ dimostrata una comunita di intenti e di valori condivisi, un faro di
democrazia e di Stato di diritto. Promuovendo la pace, i nostri Stati sono diventati piu forti insieme.

L'allargamento ¢ oggi un obiettivo essenziale per rafforzare I'Unione e promuovere pill pace e piu stabilita, prosperita e
sicurezza. Sebbene allinearsi alla politica estera e di sicurezza comune non sia un criterio formale per i negoziati di
allargamento, oggi perd ne comprendiamo la vitale importanza e I'impatto nel presente contesto geopolitico in ordine
alle relazioni internazionali, a partire dal grande valore aggiunto costituito dalla nostra partecipazione alla NATO.

Coscienti dei continui tentativi della Russia di attirare nella sua zona di influenza i paesi dell'area, ribadiamo come i
Balcani occidentali rimangano la priorita strategica dell'Unione europea e dei suoi Stati membri. Intensifichiamo i nostri
sforzi per offrire ai Balcani occidentali la piena partecipazione ai nostri piani economici, energetici e di salute e cer-
chiamo anche di migliorare da un punto di vista infrastrutturale le connessioni possibili.

L'attuale situazione globale ¢ riflessa nel pacchetto allargamento di quest'anno, che vede sostanzialmente ampliata I'ana-
lisi sul posizionamento internazionale dei diversi paesi coinvolti.

Grazie a Lei, Commissario Varhelyi, per il lavoro che sta svolgendo insieme alla Commissione, all’Alto rappresentante, al
rappresentante speciale per il dialogo facilitato Belgrado-Pristina, continui con la determinazione che La caratterizza, con
il Suo lavoro rafforzi I'Europa e la prospettiva di liberta e democrazia per quei paesi che devono poter diventare sempre
piu affini.

Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, the enlargement package 2022 for Western
Balkans certainly brings new dynamics to the region and to us. Big news is, of course, the Bosnia and Herzegovina in
cohesion with also NATO’s security recommendations.

This notion should be accompanied by our additional pressure put on Serbia in order to fully align with collective
West’s policies vis-a—vis Russia, in particular, sanctions package. We have to ensure that Russian world is not to be
replaced by Serbian world in the Western Balkans.

I would suggest fast track for Albania and North Macedonia. In the case of Albania, it is important to pay attention to
eventual Iranian actions because of their generous attitude to the Ashraf people transferred to Albania.

And of course, we have to pay attention to the other countries of the region, supporting them as much as possible.

Emmanuel Maurel, au nom du groupe The Left. — Madame la Présidente, les négociations d’adhésion ont commencé avec
I'Albanie et la Macédoine du Nord et, malgré une instabilité politique extrémement préoccupante marquée par de pro-
fondes divisions, nous nous prononcerons bientdt sur l'octroi du statut de pays candidat a la Bosnie-Herzégovine.

Convenons ensemble que cette accélération, voire cette précipitation, qui n'est pas toujours bonne conseillere, ne doit
pas grand-chose a la situation objective des pays en question, mais doit tout au contexte géopolitique, c’est-a-dire a la
guerre en Ukraine, et le fait qu'il fallait mettre en cohérence nos décisions — puisque nous avons pris la décision dans
l'urgence en faveur de la Moldavie et de 'Ukraine.

Mais je remarque quiil y a un pays candidat qui ne bénéficie pas du méme optimisme empressé dont nous faisons
preuve. Ce pays, c'est la Serbie et, je le dis, c'est dommage parce que la Serbie est un pays qui compte dans les
Balkans occidentaux. Cest le plus important du point de vue géographique, démographique et économique. On a ouvert
22 chapitres sur les 35 et je pense quon devrait se féliciter et ne pas donner I'impression qu'on traine des pieds.
Pourquoi? Parce que sinon, nous allons étre accusés d’appliquer aux Balkans occidentaux deux poids, deux mesures. Je
rappelle que la Serbie a voté avec nous sur l'agression russe, sur annexion des quatre territoires ukrainiens. Donc,
vraiment, c’est un pays qui fait des efforts. Je pense qu'on doit en faire aussi pour bien montrer que nous ne faisons
aucune différence entre tous les pays des Balkans occidentaux.
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Andor Deli (NI). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Eddig minden egyes bgvitési hullim erdsitette Eur6pdt, és minden bizonnyal
igy lenne a nyugat-balkdni orszdgok uniés csatlakozdsdval is. Azonban ahhoz, hogy felgyorsulhassanak a folyamatok,
hogy valés dttorést érhessiink el minden tagjeloltnél, és 6k is noveljék a teljesitményiiket, konkrét célddtumra és mene-
trendre lesz sziikség. Ez novelné az EU szavahihetGségét és megitélését is a tagjelolt orszdagok dllampolgdrainak szemé-
ben. A térség lemaradt a hiisz évvel ezel6tti nagy kelet-eurépai bévitési hulldmrol, és immaér hisz éve az EU vér6szobd-
jaban van. A céldatum kitlizése Oridsi motivaciot jelentene a régié orszdgai szdmdra, azt eredményezhetné, hogy a
tagjeloltek mindinkdbb gyorsitandk a megkezdett reformokat. Ez a tagjeloltek szdmadra és az EU-nak is hasznos lenne,
kiilonosen egy ilyen hdbora altal sujtott geopolitikai helyzetben, mint amilyenben most vagyunk. Végiil ezttal is sze-
retném megkoszonni Varhelyi biztos trnak a folyamatos kiallasat a bdvités tigye mellett.

Anppeit Kosaues (PPE). — A3 cbM, 32 cbXasleHue, pa3ouyapoBaH OT BUEALIHOTO pelueHye Ha [lapraMeHTa KaKTO Ha yIpaBIisi-
BAILNTE, TaKa U Ha omosuumsta B CeBepHa MakelOHMS 3a Cb3NaBaHe Ha HOBY IIPeYKM Ipel OBIrapcKuTe OPraHU3aLyMy B Tasu
CTpaHa, 3a Cb3JaBaHe Ha e[HA aTMOc(epa HA OMpasa M IMCKPUMMHALMS crpsivo Gbrrapute B PermyOmnuka CesepHa MakemoHusL.
ToBa TpsibBa ma mpectane u Hye TpsiGBa ma ObHEM 3aeIHO.

Andreas Schieder (S&D). - Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, werte Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Fiir viele von uns hitte
es wohl die globale Krise und den Krieg in der Ukraine nicht gebraucht, um darauf zu kommen, wie wichtig der
Westbalkan fiir Europa ist und wie europdisch und wie sehr der Westbalkan Teil Europas ist.

Aber trotzdem muss man noch einmal unterstreichen: Wir diirfen auch die Linder des Westbalkans nicht im Warteraum
der Europdischen Union vergessen. Ganz im Gegenteil: Wir miissen sie ganz schnell zu uns hereinholen. Wir missen die
Reformen, wie sie zum Beispiel in Nordmazedonien immer wieder gemacht werden, auch unterstiitzen. Wir miissen
auch Albanien mit seinen Reformen unterstiitzen und ihnen ermdglichen, dass sie schnell auch Teil der Europiischen
Gemeinschaft werden. Wir brauchen die Visaliberalisierung fiir die Biirgerinnen und Biirger im Kosovo, genauso wie wir
auch die Menschen in Bosnien und Herzegowina gerade jetzt nicht alleinlassen diirfen, wo sie bei den Wahlen gezeigt
haben, dass sie fiir Reformen sind und die alten Eliten auch abwihlen und abgewihlt haben. Last, but not least — die
Situation der Rechtsstaatlichkeit in Serbien darf uns auch nicht kalt lassen. Hier muss Europa viel stirker und effizienter
und mit Nachdruck fiir die européischen Werte auch gegeniiber Serbien und dem serbischen Prisidenten Vuci¢ eintreten.

Klemen Groselj (Renew). — Gospa predsednica! Politika iritve na Zahodni Balkan potrebuje korenito prenovo.
Spremenjena metodologija ni prinesla prakti¢no nobenega od pricakovanih ciljev glede kvalitete procesa.

Temeljni cilj ne more in ne sme biti samo tehni¢no in pravno izpolnjevanje kriterijev, ampak mora slediti konkretnim
vsebinskim ciljem. Zagotoviti mora transformacijo gospodarstva drzav kandidatk kot tudi transformacijo druzbe skozi
udejanjanje nacel in vrednot, na katerih temelji Evropska unija. To je izziv Ze za mnoge drzave ¢lanice, kaj Sele drzave
kandidatke. Zato je ¢as, da EU oblikuje pristop, ki bo drzave kandidatke na podro¢ju vladavine prava, demokracije in
temeljnih vrednot Evropske unije obravnaval individualno in ukrepe ter politike prilagajal realnemu stanju v posamezni
drzavi kandidatki.

Pogojevanje ne prinasa pricakovanih rezultatov, zato je nujno vkljuciti dodatne mehanizme, vezane na evropska sredstva
in delovanje pravosodja, kjer lahko pomembno vlogo odigra Urad evropskega javnega tozilstva. Ljudje Zahodnega
Balkana si zasluZijo enak obseg pravnega varstva, kot ga uzivamo v Evropski uniji, tudi pred formalnim polnopravnim
¢lanstvom.

Viola von Cramon-Taubadel (Verts/ALE). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Das Jahr
2022 hat das Thema Erweiterung wieder zuriick auf die Agenda gebracht. Das sind erst mal gute Nachrichten. Wir
haben sogar weiteren Liandern im Osten die EU-Mitgliedschaft in Aussicht gestellt.



C196/298 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie 2.6.2023

Streda 19. oktébra 2022

Doch wie realistisch ist diese Perspektive? Letztendlich muss man sagen, die Erweiterung ist zu einer reinen Farce
geworden, und daran tragen sehr viele die Schuld. Wir haben all diejenigen auf dem Westbalkan, denen wir vor mehr
als zwei Jahrzehnten den EU-Beitritt im Grunde versprochen haben, getduscht, wir haben sie hintergangen. Wir sind
noch nicht mal in der Lage, die Beitrittsgespriche mit Nordmazedonien wirklich aufzunehmen, obwohl das Land
schmerzhafte Kompromisse akzeptiert hat. Wir schaffen es nicht einmal, den Biirgerinnen und Biirgern des Kosovos
die Reisefreiheit zu gewidhren, obwohl ihr Land lingst alle Kriterien fiir die Gewédhrung der Visafreiheit erfullt hat.

Wer von denen wird noch glauben, dass wir es ernst meinen, wenn wir von EU-Erweiterung reden? Ja, das Thema ist
zuriick, aber es mangelt uns an Glaubwiirdigkeit. Wir miissen den Lindern des Westbalkans deshalb beweisen, dass wir
sie in der EU haben wollen. Ansonsten ist es fiir alle ein leeres Versprechen. Gleichzeitig miissen wir denen, die unsere
gemeinsamen Werte nicht respektieren und die auch unsere Auflenpolitik nicht respektieren, die Mittel streichen. Und
zwar sofort!

Jean-Lin Lacapelle (ID). — Madame le Président, chers collegues, a marche forcée, vous voulez a tout prix intégrer les
pays des Balkans occidentaux dans une Union européenne qui suscite une défiance grandissante de la part des peuples
qui en sont membres. Ces mémes peuples qui, massivement, a l'instar du peuple francais, rejettent tout nouvel élargisse-
ment.

Cependant dans vos rapports successifs, on ne peut que déplorer une différence de ton flagrante selon les Etats concer-
nés. La Macédoine du Nord, pays instable en raison de l'activisme de sa minorité albanaise, ne suscite aucune inquiétude
de votre part. Le Kosovo, territoire aussi criminogéne que corrompu, et non reconnu par cinq Etats membres de I'Union
européenne, a pour sa part toutes vos faveurs. Et je m'amuse quand jentends d’ailleurs qu'il répond ou répondrait a tous
les criteres. La Bosnie-Herzégovine, premier pays européen pourvoyeur de djihadistes, minée par l'islamisme politique de
sa composante musulmane, qui travaille & marginaliser, avec votre complicité, sa composante serbe, fait 'objet de toutes
vos sollicitudes.

Mais quand il s'agit de la Serbie, c’est feu a volonté. Vous voulez forcer la Serbie, aprés I'avoir 111egalemer1t amputée de
son berceau historique, a reconnaitre ce pseudo-Etat qu'est le Kosovo. Méme le secrétaire d’Etat américain, la semaine
derniére, téléphonait au président Vuci¢ en lui disant: «vous ne rentrerez pas dans I'Union européenne tant que vous
n‘aurez pas reconnu le Kosovo». Incroyable! Vous voulez lui dicter sa politique étrangére alors qu'il saglt du premier
nceud de la souveraineté d'un Etat. Vous voulez lui interdire d’avoir des relations avec la Russie alors quau plan histo-
rique, c’est a elle, notamment depuis 1878, que le peuple serbe doit sa souveraineté et son indépendance. Vous voulez
lui interdire d'importer son gaz d'ou elle le souhaite, alors que votre politique énergétique stupide menace de faire
grelotter les peuples européens cet hiver. Vous lui adressez des rapports humiliants, oubliant que vous avez fait subir
au peuple serbe des sanctions inhumaines et méme des bombardements a l'uranium appauvri.

Alors, une fois pour toutes, renoncez a votre projet démentiel, stoppez vos ingérences et respectez le droit des peuples.
Cessez vos lecons de démocratie alors que vous-mémes exercez perpétuellement des chantages et formulez des menaces
envers des Etats sils n'adhérent pas a votre pensée unique. Avec I'Union européenne, Iidéologie prime toujours sur le
pragmatisme. Quand vous développez une Europe carcérale oppressante, nous, nous défendrons toujours une Europe
des nations libres, des identités et des peuples.

(Die Aussprache wird unterbrochen.)
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IN THE CHAIR: ROBERTA METSOLA

President

13. Sacharovova cena za rok 2022 (oznidmenie lauredita)

President. — Dear colleagues, it is my privilege to announce that the 2022 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought has
been awarded to the brave people of Ukraine, represented by their President, elected leaders and civil society.

It is also important for me to tell you that there was consensus in the Conference of Presidents on this choice. For the
past nine months, the European Parliament and the world has seen Ukrainians heroically defending their country, their
liberty, their homes, their families. But the Ukrainian people are also risking their lives for Europe, to safeguard the
values we all believe in: freedom, democracy, the rule of law.

There is no one more deserving of this prize. This award is for those Ukrainians fighting on the ground. For those who
have been forced to flee. For those who have lost relatives and friends. For all those who stand up and fight for what
they believe in.

I know that the brave people of Ukraine will not give up, and neither will we.

VORSITZ: EVELYN REGNER

Vizeprasidentin

14. Vzfahy medzi EU a zipadnym Balkinom s ohladom na novy balik tykajici sa roz-
Sirovania (pokracovanie rozpravy)

Die Prisidentin. — Wir setzen nun unsere Aussprache iiber die Erklirung der Kommission zu den Beziehungen zwi-
schen der EU und den Lindern im Westbalkan vor dem Hintergrund des neuen Erweiterungspakets (2022/2881(RSP))
fort.

Amnren [Mxam6asku (ECR). — I-xo Ilpencenater, 3a KakBo pasiumpsiBaHe TOBOPUM B MOMeHTa, B Koiito B Ckomue ce BUXpH
IOpelHa SPOCTHA aHTMOBIrapcka Kammanus? Komucapio, B burons Gewe 3ananes Obnrapcku Kynryper kiay06, B Oxpup, crapa
Obirapcka cronmua, Oeie paspyieH Gbirapcky Kyntyped kiny6. Omsu meH Hapomnoro cpbpanme, CkymumHata Ha PenyOrmka
Mackenonust, CeBepHa MakemoHus, Tpye 3aKOH, C KOITO 3a0paHsBa HENPABUTENCTBEHM OpraHmsaumyu ¢ Obiarapcku uMena. [a
HATIOMHSIM JTM KOIl M B KOM TOIMHM Manele Kiy6ose KynTypHu? [Ia HAllOMHSIM JIM Koii B KOM rofgmHu 3abpaHsiBaie umeHa? [a
HanoMHsAM 1y, KoMucapio, paBoTo Ha caMOOIpefenieHne, IPaBoTO Ha CApy2KaBaHe, IIPaBOTO HA OpraHM3MpaHe?

3abpasuxre mu BCHuKY Te3u Hewa, Komucapro? Ilutan cbm Bu MHOro mvtyt u BboOIe He My OTTOBOPMXTe. 3aIIOTO TOBA €4, TAKa
HapeueHWTe U 3alMTaBaHyM OT BCUUKY BacC, €BPONENICKM LIEHHOCTU. AKO He 3auliTaBaTe TsX, He 3HaM KakBO 3auuTasare. VM mbpxa
Ha OTTOBOPA, 3aIOTO CHM B IIMTAIT MHOTO ITBTH, MCKaM MCTMHCKM OTroBop. Koit 3amamm kiy6a B Butons? Koit paspyum kny6a B
Oxpun? Koit 3abpany Ha HITO-tara? Koit 3aBuxps antuObirapckara ucrepusi B Ckomme? ToBa e BaXHO ¥ OYaKBaM OT Bac
VICTHCKY OTTOBOp, a He oOMyaiiHuTe anabanysmi.

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). — Madam President, dear colleagues, dear Commissioner, moving further in the enlarge-
ment process is not only something we owe to our friends and partners in the Western Balkans, but it is also a strategic
priority that has grown in relevance after the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine.
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It is now clearer than ever that we need to reform the enlargement process further by moving beyond unanimity. I
welcome the recommendation to grant Bosnia and Herzegovina the official status of candidate country, and I hope this
could be that spark that the Sarajevo needs to double down on its commitments.

Now we need to keep on moving on the right path, and the next step must be the visa liberalisation for Kosovo. We do
not advocate for shortcuts or cutting corners, but we must realise that we cannot afford never-ending negotiations and
uncertainty at every step.

With the first IGC, with Albania and North Macedonia in July, we have partially remedied some silly mistakes from the
past and we must learn the lessons. We need a realistic timeline, otherwise the partial void in the region would be filled
even more by Russia, China, Turkey and the Gulf, because the European project will never be completed until all the
Western Balkan countries will be part of our family.

Lukas Mandl (PPE). - Madam President, Vice-President Regner, Commissioner Vérhelyi, colleagues, it's good that there
is an enlargement package from the European Commission, and there are some positive aspects about it.

We don't call it enlargement but we should also better deal with the UK, Norway and Switzerland. We made some
progress with the Eastern Partnership and other parts. When it comes to UK, I want to appreciate today also in the
Plenary that it was decided that the UK will participate in the PESCO project on military mobility, which is positive.

When it comes to the Western Balkans, it's very positive that Bosnia and Herzegovina will most probably be granted the
candidate status. That's a progress in that case.

But overall, I would wish for more clarity, especially regarding Serbia.

I'm happy, Commissioner that after our exchange in the Foreign Affairs Committee of this very Parliament, where you
stated that only one side would have to contribute more to the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia which would have
been Kosovo, today you have said both sides should contribute. I call it progress from the side of the Commissioner. I
would say Kosovo has already contributed a lot during history and also the recent months and years, and it is on Serbia
not only to contribute to that, but even more to join the sanctions, to join the first unbloody defence against a bloody
war attack in history — that’s the state of our civilisation.

If this will not happen, we have to consider sanctioning Serbian companies and entities who do business with Russian
companies and entities because it’s still Putin’s Russia.

And if we have heard the President announcing Sakharov Prize for Ukraine just a few moments ago, it's clear that we
are still in this moment of attack and we defend ourselves via these sanctions.

Isabel Santos (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, o retorno da guerra a Europa e as decisdes tomadas este verdo em matéria
de alargamento fazem com que este seja um relatério estratégico, talvez o mais estratégico dos dltimos anos. Por isso,
ndo pode ser apenas um mero instrumento de acompanhamento, tem de assumir um claro papel de defini¢do politica e
o posicionamento da Sérvia tem que ser definitivamente clarificado.

Nido somos uma comunidade apenas de interesses econémicos, somos também uma comunidade de valores. O que
aconteceu com a Albania, com a Maceddnia do Norte, cujos processos acabaram reféns de diferendos internos da
Unido Europeia, ndo pode repetir-se. Temos que retirar licdes. Os processos de adesdo ndo podem cair no facilitismo,
mas também ndo podem arrastar-se indefinidamente.

As reformas feitas pelos paises tém que ter uma clara resposta e uma expedita resposta por parte da Unido.

Senhor Comissdrio, ndo basta continuarmos a dizer que os Balcds Ocidentais fazem parte da Europa e que ndo os
deixamos s6s, os cidaddos dos Balcds Ocidentais querem ser cidaddos de pleno direito da Unido Europeia.
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Ivars Ijabs (Renew). — Madam President, Mr Commissioner, for over a decade, the once-praised EU enlargement pro-
cess stalls. And, unfortunately, an end to this stagnation is not coming any time soon.

In practice, it means that we have willingly turned a blind eye to the creation of a more safe and stable EU regional
neighbourhood and given our adversaries an advantage for their geopolitical aspirations. Now more than ever, we have
to curb our decade-long diplomatic failures that have led to our partners questioning our credibility.

It is time to show a real commitment by reopening the EU doors to anyone who shares our values and wants to become
a member. However, this European openness must go hand in hand with alignment with EU foreign and security policy.
There is a war in Europe and a common approach to the wartime geopolitical realities is a sine qua non for European
enlargement.

Russia uses this European weakness effectively and wants to reshape the European political landscape, which we cannot
allow to happen. Putin is trying to divide the continent and cause uncertainty in our regional partners. Therefore, I
welcome the Commission’s latest enlargement package with the hope that we can agree upon bold decisions and return
to a decade-long process of negotiations more fruitfully.

Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE). - Madam Chair, Commissioner, after the Russian aggression in Ukraine, the EU has finally
woken up. Now everyone sees why swift EU integration of the Western Balkans is key for our stability.

[ warmly welcome the recommendation of the European Commission to grant Bosnia a candidate status. We must
actively support the country to work on the necessary reforms, but also to ensure the right Council decision in due
time.

And, of course, it was high time for a breakthrough in the process with North Macedonia and Albania. Bulgaria must
now stick to its promise not to use its veto any longer in this process, and other Member States have the responsibility
to keep Bulgaria to its promise. Reliability and credibility should be EU trademarks.

Madam President, now it’s high time to translate our nice words into true commitment, not only for geopolitical
reasons, but also because the citizens of the Western Balkans deserve this perspective.

(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)

IN THE CHAIR: DITA CHARANZOVA

Vice-President

Angel Dzhambazki (ECR), blue-card speech. — So, dear colleague, do you know where is the town of Bitola? The town
of Bitola is one of the major cities in so-called North Macedonia. There are Bulgarians there — good guys. They created a
cultural club. Well, this club was attacked and set on fire. What is your comment? By government-led arsonists. What is
your comment? [ want to know.

Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE), blue-card reply. — Sir, I cannot comment on this specific incident. What I want to say is that
Bulgaria should also respect the Copenhagen criteria. Of course, there is a lot of work on better neighbourly relations.

What I said is that you are an EU Member State. You have gone through the accession process yourself. You know how
important it is that the merits are being assessed, and the merits only. This is important for Schengen accession, but it’s
also important for the accession of North Macedonia tow the EU. You have a responsibility yourself to make sure that
the EU is reliable and credible, and that is what you should show to the citizens of the West.
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Bernhard Zimniok (ID). — Frau Prisidentin! Wir reden stindig von der geplanten Aufnahme der Balkanstaaten in die
EU. Und jedes Mal muss ich konstatieren, dass kein einziger dieser Staaten auch nur ansatzweise die notwendigen
Kriterien fir eine Aufnahme erfillt.

Immer noch ist der Balkan die Hauptroute fur illegale Migration. Immer noch kommen die meisten illegalen Waffen
tber diese Linder in die EU. Immer noch sind sie hoch korrupt. Sogar die EU-Kommission selbst bestitigt das — ich
zitiere: ,Es ist nach wie vor schwierig, demokratische Standards in den westlichen Balkanlindern zu erfillen und
aufrechtzuerhalten®. Und das, obwohl die EU seit dem Jahre 2000 iiber 21 Milliarden Euro zur Unterstiitzung dieser
Linder investiert hat. Jetzt sollen noch mal weitere 14 Milliarden hinzukommen.

Es ist an der Zeit, das Scheitern endlich einzugestehen, den Aufnahmeprozess ein fiir alle Mal zu beenden und die
Steuergelder in dieser grofiten Wirtschaftskrise fiir die einzusetzen, die sie erwirtschaften: fiir den europdischen Biirger.

Auppeit Criabakos (ECR). — I-xo Ilpencenaten, a3 me Gbla U3KITIOUMTENTHO TIPSM.

Hamupam nonxoma Ha EBpomneiickust ¢hio3 KbM 3anansute bankanu 3a abCONIOTHO HeNOTMUYeH, 0ObPKaH M HAMPABO 3/IOBPEEH 3a
EBponeiicknst cpro3. [IpOTMBHO Ha MPOKIAMMpaHWTe HAMepeHMs, B MOMeHTa Ha 3amamHute Bankaum mapm abcomioTeH Xaoc,
3alI0TO HSMA IOCNIEJOBATENIHO IIpMIIaraHe Ha HajoxeHute uaucksaHus. CsKaul TOBa ce IPaBM HApPOYHO, CSIKAll HSKOM MCKa
BoitHa. He 1mckaMm ma BY HAIIOMHSIM, ue OOMKHOBEHO BOJHMTE BMHAIM 3amousat oT bankaxwre. ToBa /i McKaTe g Mpemym3BUKaTe?

He Moxe ma ce gomycka 1o ¢asata Ha IIPEroBOPUTE TbPKABA, KOSITO yIOPUTO mpecrensa Obmrapute B CeBepHa MakemoHust u Kak
TOYHO INE ONpaBHAETe TO3M TEPOp, KONTO e HanoxeH Tam? OOpBLIAM Ce KbM 3elIEHNMTE CIELMAIHO, KOUTO MHOIO XapecBaT
CesepHa MakenoHus, HEM3BECTHO 3alI0? YHMILOXABAT Ce MMEHA, IIPOMEHsS Ce MCTOPMATA M Ce Kpaje OT MosATa [Ibpxasa. Make-
IOHMSI HSMA MCTOpus 0O 46-a ronyHa, O 46-a 1 HMKOTA He e MMana. AKO MCKaTe [a Ch3famere mpobmemy ...

Kinga Gal (NI). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Az Eurdpai Uni6 torténelmi felelGssége, hogy a bévités lendiiletet kapjon a
Nyugat-Balkdn irdnydba. Immar nemcsak gazdasagi és stratégiai, hanem védelmi és biztonsagi szempontbdl is kulcsfon-
tossdgli a nyugat-balkdni orszdgok felvétele ebben a hdborts id6szakban, kiilonosen sziikségiink van arra, hogy ez a
térség stabil maradjon. Magyarorszag ezért elkotelezetten tdmogatja a csatlakozast, a konkrét menetrend meghatarozasat.

Udvozoljiik, hogy a Bizottsdg hivatalosan is javaslatot tett Bosznia-Hercegovina unids tagjeloltségére. A bévités tovabbi
késleltetésével Eurdpa, igy Magyarorszdg biztonsagi érdekei is stlyosan sériilnének. Meg kell allitani a kockazatot jelentd
nyugat-balkdni dtvonalon érkezd illegdlis migrdciés nyomdst, amely egyre er8sodik. A térség, igy kiemelten Szerbia,
kulcsszerepld lehet az Unié kiills6 hatdrainak védelmében. Az eurdpai energiavilsig kovetkezményeit a
Nyugat-Balkdnon is csokkenteni kell, ezért sziikséges kozos energetikai egyiittmiikodési projektek mieldbbi megvaldsi-
tdsa.

Vladimir Bil¢ik (PPE). - Madam President, Commissioner, colleagues, Russia’s illegal, brutal aggression against Ukraine
is profoundly reshaping the EU’s enlargement policy because Russia’s war is also a war against EU enlargement. Let’s be
clear about this. Russia is waging war directly against Ukraine, an EU candidate state, and Russia is at war with
European democracy, values and freedoms and consequently fights on one of our most successful policies — enlargement
— via continuous disruption and malign interference for a number of years, including in the Western Balkans.

Our partners in the region have lived through the tragedy and destruction of the 1990s. No one in Europe knows better
what war on our continent means. I greatly appreciate all those voices in the Western Balkans which have shown that
there is no room for relativising the return of war to our continent.

Clear alignment on common foreign and security policy is clear alignment to our values. It is the essence of showing
commitment to moving forward on the EU accession path. Coupled with progress on the rule of law and fundamentals
and resolution of past conflicts through dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, foreign policy alignment demonstrates
that the Western Balkans want to be a part of our community of values.
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Let me say a couple of remarks on two countries I deal with. Montenegro remains qualitatively the frontrunner in the
accession process, but it is going through a big crisis. It has to resolve the institutional crisis and it needs a fresh
political start. Serbia is the one exception in the region, and as a friend of Europe and Serbia, I want Serbia to work
with us, to stand with us. And I really hope that Serbia will do so and work with us on turning the Western Balkans
into European Western Balkans.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospa predsednica. Vsako leto belezimo napredek drzav Zahodnega Balkana na njihovi poti v
Evropsko unijo, ki sicer ni tako dinamicen, kot bi si sami lahko Zeleli in vsako leto znova dajemo nove obljube ljudem v
regiji. Leto$nje leto mi daje upanje, da Unija kon¢no izpolnjuje svoje zaveze. Odprtje pogajanj s Severno Makedonijo in
Albanijo ter predlog za podelitev statusa kandidatke Bosni in Hercegovini Uniji vracajo izgubljeno kredibilnost v regiji,
zato ne smemo dopustiti, da bi se konec leta ljudem v regiji ponovno izneverili.

Zato mora Svet nujno podpreti takoj$njo odpravo vizumov za Kosovo. Kot eden vodilnih poslancev v procesu mediacije
v Srbiji tako kot kolega Bil¢ik pred menoj, pozivam vse politicne akterje k bolj konstruktivnemu izvajanju reform in
sodelovanju z institucijami Evropske unije. Medstrankarski dialog je pozitiven zgled, da obojestranski interes za sodelo-
vanje obstaja.

Voditeljem drzav Balkana sporocam, da v danasnji situaciji ni ¢as za sedenje na dveh stolih hkrati. Potrebno je izbrati in
sesti za skupno mizo. Ljudem v regiji pa Zelim vnovi¢ sporoditi, da je prihodnost celotne regije v Evropski uniji. Skupaj
in zdaj.

Valter Flego (Renew). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, poStovani povjerenice, proces prosirenja Europske unije na zapadni
Balkan predugo traje i jako je spor. Oko toga se svi, naravno, slazemo, ali sada je jasno da zemlje zapadnog Balkana vise
ne ¢ekaju Europu, nego je upravo obrnuto. Naime, Europa ¢eka zemlje zapadnog Balkana.

Europa, koja je ujedno i najvedi financijski donator tim drzavama i najveli, naravno, trgovinski partner. Europa ¢eka da
te zemlje jasno kazu §to Zele - da se jasno i nedvosmisleno odrede i odrade sve potrebne radnje i procese na tom
zahtjeviiom putu. Bez figa u dzepu: iskreno, odlu¢no i hrabro; i prije toga rijeSe svoje bilateralne probleme jer Europa
ne Zeli viSe uvoziti bilateralne probleme par zemalja. Naime, naZalost, ima dovoljno i svojih vlastitih problema.

Zato iz ovog mjesta mogu samo zaZeljeti svim drzavama zapadnog Balkana da priblizavanje i ulazak u Europsku uniju
bude na vrhu prioriteta njihovih vlada te da onda zajedno ucinimo sve kako bismo taj put prema Europskoj uniji skratili
i ubrzali.

Silvia Sardone (ID). - Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la Presidente von der Leyen ha affermato che i Balcani
occidentali appartengono alla famiglia europea, ma questa dichiarazione sembra dettata piti da ragioni geopolitiche che
da reali convinzioni.

L’Europa deve lavorare affinché queste aree non finiscano nell'orbita russa. Nel caso della Bosnia, bisogna spingere i
leader bosniaci a realizzare riforme che non sono riusciti a fare in dieci anni. In Bosnia c’¢ poi un forte pericolo:
lintegralismo islamico. E un paese a maggioranza musulmana, con influenze di Turchia, Arabia Saudita e Qatar, che
finanziano moschee spesso non moderate.

Infine, non possiamo sottovalutare che ci sia un enorme problema di immigrazione legato alla rotta balcanica, che la
Commissione europea non affronta e che non puo piti essere trascurato.

Carlo Fidanza (ECR). - Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, dobbiamo ammetterlo, se non fosse
stato per I'Ucraina, probabilmente sui Balcani occidentali avremmo continuato ad accumulare ritardi, nonostante il
grande lavoro del Commissario Varhelyi, a cui voglio rivolgere pubblicamente un plauso.

Perché, vedete, soprattutto nelle politiche di vicinato, non c'¢ soltanto il tema di soddisfare formalmente i parametri
comunitari, ma sempre di pitt quello dell'investimento politico sulle nazioni candidate. Lo dico da italiano, perché il
mio paese ha sempre avuto verso i Balcani occidentali una vocazione naturale, lo dico da europeo, perché la nostra
inerzia ha consentito a Russia, Cina, Turchia e altri paesi di conquistare terreno in quella zona.
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La stabilizzazione della regione passa dal rispetto delle minoranze, passa dal contrasto alla corruzione, al jihadismo, alla
criminalita organizzata e ai traffici illegali di droga, armi e esseri umani. Nel caso della Bosnia-Erzegovina, a queste
priorita si somma l'urgenza di una riforma elettorale che porti a una pacificazione e a una piena e legittima rappresen-
tanza dei diversi gruppi etnici.

Vedete, la comunita politica europea, fortemente voluta dal presidente Macron, potra magari essere un utile luogo di
confronto con questi paesi, ma soltanto quel forte investimento politico europeo sullintera regione fara davvero la
differenza.

Mislav Kolakusi¢ (NI). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, postovani kolege, dragi gradani, mislim da svi kolege nisu bas
svjesni zemljopisnog poloZaja Bosne i Hercegovine i ostalih drzava zapadnog Balkana.

Naime, sve te drZave nalaze se u srcu Europe. Sve te drzave okruZzene su drugim clanicama Europske unije. Europska
unija, da bi bila teritorijalno cjelovita, a ne kao $to je sada: poput americke krafne, s velikom rupom u sredini. Nalazimo
se u novom razdoblju, u razdoblju napetosti izmedu Istoka i Zapada. Nalazimo se u ratnom dobu.

Ako mi ne popunimo cjelinu svog teritorija i prestanemo biti poput americke krafne, mogao bi je popuniti netko drugi,
a §to bi znatno ugrozilo sigurnost svih ostalih drzava ¢lanica jer bismo u srcu Europe imali neke druge identitete koji ne
pripadaju Evropskoj uniji.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Madam President, I would like to congratulate the Commissioner on the enlargement package.
The biggest news of this year’s enlargement package is the welcoming recommendation to grant Bosnia and Herzegovina
candidate status.

I appreciate the call in the report that it is an utmost priority to conclude the electoral reform according to the
Constitutional and International Court’s decision, and to accommodate all three constituent people, namely Croats,
Bosniaks and Serbs and other minorities in its joint European future.

Since the terrible war of aggression against Ukraine started, the EU showed that it will not leave its eastern borders
unprotected and it granted candidate status to Ukraine and Moldova. Candidate status for Bosnia and Herzegovina
means that we also care for the security on our southern border.

Enlargement was, is and will be more than anything else a peace and security project. Therefore, I call on all the
countries in the Western Balkans to carefully read these reports as constructive criticism from a friend, from family,
and to do the necessary homework to catch up on this momentum.

At this moment, all European capitals are focusing on enlargement. Hesitation would be detrimental for the future of
Western Balkan countries. Our doors are open and it is cold out there for those who are not part of the family.

Delara Burkhardt (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Endlich wurde verstanden, dass Erweite-
rungspolitik mehr ist als nur jahrlich wiederkehrende Landerberichte. Sie ist Hoffnung auf Demokratie, auf Sicherheit
und auf eine gliickliche Zukunft. Die Empfehlung der Kommission, Bosnien und Herzegowina zu einem
Beitrittskandidaten der EU zu machen, ist ein groffartiges Signal. Bis sich aber konkret was dndert — so ehrlich miissen
wir sein —, wird es noch dauern. Weiterhin werden viele junge Menschen das Land verlassen, weil sie keine Zukunft
sehen. Es gibt kaum bis wenig Fortschritt bei der grilnen Agenda.

Und statt demokratische Reformen im Land zu unterstiitzen, die gewihlte Parlamentarier beschliefRen, entscheidet der
Vertreter der internationalen Gemeinschaft eine umfassende Wahlrechts- und Verfassungsreform, die die ethnische Spal-
tung verhdrtet. Diese Reform bricht nicht nur mit europdischen Standards, sondern auch mit der ersten Schliisselkate-
gorie, deren Erfullung wir selber von dem Land fordern. Und die Kommission sagt dazu bisher gar nichts. Vielleicht
nutzen Sie ja gleich die Gelegenheit, Herr Vérhelyi.
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Horen wir also auf, uns gegenseitig auf die Schulter zu klopfen. Entwickeln wir eine Partnerschaft auf Augenhohe mit
konkreten Erfolgen in der 6kologischen Transformation, in der Schaffung einer europdischen Sicherheitsarchitektur und
einer echten Perspektive fiir die jungen Menschen in der Region.

Tedpylog Kiptoog (Renew). — Kupia Tpoedpe, yia va emtbyer 1 dadikacia Sevpuvone ota Autikd Balkavia mpémel va
undptel kar fektioon oe Dépata eheudepiag Tov pEcwy evnpépaons. SUpQeva e v ékdeon tov Pendptep Xawpig Zuvopa, 1
kataotaon oty ANfavia emdevadnke kat 1 x@pa mye and T d¢on 83 ot déon 103 eni ouvohou 180 xwpav. Emiong, n
Boovia kat Epleyofivy unoyaproe and ) déon 58 ot déon 67, eve 1) ZepPia Ppioketar ot déon 79. Avotuxes,  ENada kat
1 Boukyapia divouv o kakd mapadetypa oe 6, T agopa v ekevdepia tov piowv evnuépoonc. H ENAGda, pe v mohrtik
Mntootakn, éneoe anod ) déon 70 ot Yéon 108 kau éywve 1 Xewpotepr oty Evponaiki Eveon. H Boukyapia avéPnke ano
U¢on 112 om déon 91, alha éxer akopa dpopo.

EmpaMetar, Nownov, fektioon oty ENAada, mou eivar yeipotepn kar and ta Avtikd Bakkavia oe Dépata e\eudepiag tov péowv
EVIIUEPWOT]G, YIOL VOl EMIXEIPTHATONOYOUpE Lie peyoAUTepn aflomioTia UTEP TLY EUPOTIOIKGOY aELOV Kal KPITpiwy OTIC UNOWTQIES
TPOG £VTakn XOPEC.

Maximilian Krah (ID). — Frau Prisidentin, meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren Kollegen! Ich verstehe ja die
Begeisterung, die EU um weitere Linder erweitern zu konnen. Aber zur Wahrheit gehort, dass keines dieser Lander,
auch nicht Bosnien und Herzegowina, nach den bisherigen Kriterien reif fiir den EU-Beitritt ist. Und in Bosnien und
Herzegowina ergibt sich ja das Demokratiedefizit schon durch diese eigenartige Rolle des Hohen Beauftragten, der ja
nicht gewihlt ist, aber eine unglaubliche legislative und exekutive Macht hat.

Wenn wir also diese Linder fiir uns gewinnen wollen und auch die Mehrheit der Menschen fiir uns gewinnen wollen,
dann wird dies wohl vorher nur iiber eine neue Integrationsstufe gehen. Aber eine Vollmitgliedschaft wiirde diesen
Liandern nicht gerecht werden. Aber sie wiirde eine unglaubliche Zahl von Problemen, die diese Linder haben, und
auch von Unzuldnglichkeiten in die EU importieren. Und zwar solche, die wir nicht losen konnen. Und wir haben
schon genug davon.

Dorien Rookmaker (ECR). — Voorzitter, commissaris, sommige problemen lossen zich vanzelf op, en sommige zaken
behoeven aandacht en actie. Goed bestuur staat of valt met het kunnen maken van onderscheid tussen deze twee.

De politicke bezwaren tegen toetreding van Albani€, Montenegro, Noord-Macedonié en Servié tot de Unie verdwijnen
onder druk van de misdragingen van Poetin. Aanvullende eisen die de heer Borrell voorstelt, zijn onverstandig. Het leidt
tot onnodige vertraging en dat kunnen we ons niet permitteren.

Hoe kan Servié zich conformeren aan het buitenlands beleid en het veiligheidsbeleid van de EU, als dat helemaal niet
bestaat? Over welk buitenlands beleid heeft mijnheer Borrell het? Over dat van de Commissie, dat van Duitsland, dat van
Hongarije of misschien zelfs dat van Polen?

Terwijl de politieke hindernissen worden genomen, verschijnen er juridische en administratieve hindernissen aan de
horizon. De Commissie maakt in hoog tempo nieuwe wetgeving voor de Green Deal en de crisisbestrijding en dat
maakt het voor kandidaat-lidstaten lastig om alle wet- en regelgeving in te voeren voér de toetreding een feit wordt.
Het is dus belangrijk dat we vaart maken. Er zullen dan veel transitieafspraken moeten worden gemaakt en dat leidt tot
complexiteit en gedoe.

Daarom verzoek ik de leden ... (de voorzitter onderbreekt de spreker) ... met de nodige aandacht en haast te benaderen ...
(de voorzitter ontneemt de spreker het woord)

Gheorghe Falcd (PPE). — Doamni presedinte, domnule comisar, stimati colegi, agresiunea rusi impotriva Ucrainei a
reprezentat un nefericit, dar bun prilej pentru guverndrile din Balcani sd reconsidere §i sd reevalueze influenta Moscovei
in regiunea lor.

Este, in acelasi timp, un bun prilej ca la nivel european sd reconsiderdm dinamica relatiilor noastre cu tdrile respective,
mai ales in ceea ce priveste sprijinul clar de care acestea au nevoie pe drumul aderdrii lor la comunitatea noastra politica
si de valori.
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Si vreau sd salut cu acest prilej recomandarea Comisiei de citre Consiliu pentru acordarea statutului de tard candidatd
pentru Bosnia-Hertegovina. Este un semnal extrem de puternic pentru intreaga zond, iar atasamentul nostru fatd de
procesul de integrare europeand si euroatlanticd, sustinut democratic de oameni si cerut de acestia, trebuie si fie baza
pentru a avea cit mai multe lucruri concrete.

Alessandra Moretti (S&D). - Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, non possiamo piti rimandare la sveglia che detta il
ritmo della politica di allargamento, suonata da tempo e lingiustificata guerra di Putin in Ucraina non ha fatto che
trasformare questo suono in allarme.

E arrivato il momento, gia da tempo in realta, di affrontare con impegno e credibilita la questione dell’allargamento
dell'Unione ai Balcani occidentali. Stiamo parlando di una parte della famiglia europea che rischiamo di perdere perché
delusa e scoraggiata dal nostro procedere a rilento. In Serbia i sondaggi dicono che solo il 46 % della popolazione ¢
favorevole all'adesione all’Europa, una percentuale che cala di mese in mese.

Anni di temporeggiamento europeo hanno lasciato campo libero alla feroce propaganda russa che, a colpi di disinfor-
mazione e fake news, ha attirato nella propria orbita I'opinione pubblica. La politica di allargamento oggi piti che mai ¢
un investimento strategico per la pace, la sicurezza, la stabilita di tutto il continente.

Ovviamente la sveglia europea non basta. E essenziale che i paesi in questione percorrano con determinazione la strada
delle riforme necessarie. Solo attraverso garanzie concrete sullo Stato di diritto, la normalizzazione dei rapporti con il
vicinato e l'allineamento a una politica di sicurezza e di difesa comune, potremmo arrivare davvero ad unirci sotto la
stessa bandiera europea.

Sundana Glavak (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, kolegice i kolege. Paket 3alje ohrabruju¢u poruku drzavama zapad-
nog Balkana da i dalje ostaju prioritet Europske unije. Osim pregleda situacije po drzavama koje smo ¢uli, najznacajnija
poruka bila je davanje uvjetnog statusa zemlje kandidatkinje za Bosnu i Hercegovinu. Na ovaj nadin potice se politicke
elite u zemlji na suradnju, ali moraju se poduzeti i neophodni iskoraci u smjeru ustavne reforme i izmjene izbornog
zakona.

Vaznost reformi iznova je potvrdena i pocetkom listopada, kada su Hrvati po Cetvrti puta preglasani u izboru za
hrvatskog ¢lana zajednickog predsjednistva. Krajnje je vrijeme da se okonca ova nepravedna praksa. Uz to, Europska
komisija i zastupnici u Odboru za vanjske poslove Europskog parlamenta poslali su jasnu poruku Republici Srbiji.
Medutim, srpske vlasti moraju prestati biti dvoli¢ne.

Europska unija je glavni politicki trgovinski partner Srbije, s otvorenim pristupnim pregovorima. Unato¢ tome, Srbija
odbija uskladivanje s vanjskopolitickom i sigurnosnom politikom Europske unije. Posebno je problematican izostanak
po pitanju osude ruske agresije na Ukrajinu.

Srbija treba odluciti gdje je njezina buduénost i to treba uciniti bez odgode. Izrazavam duboku zabrinutost zbog slobode
medija u Republici Srbiji i vladavine prava, koje su na vrlo niskim razinama. Politicki momentum postoji. Sada je
odgovornost na njima da se dokazu.

Sven Simon (PPE). — Frau Prasidentin, meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Ich
glaube, wir haben gesehen im Haus, dass es einen sehr breiten Konsens dafiir gibt, dass die Volker des Westbalkans
unsere Ehrlichkeit verdienen. Sie verdienen, dass wir Wort halten.

Im Juni 2003 hat der Rat bei seinem Gipfel in Thessaloniki den Menschen in den sechs Balkanstaaten eine Beitrittsper-
spektive gegeben. In den vergangenen zwei Jahrzehnten ging es dann aber nur sehr mithsam voran — eine lange Zeit.
Eine so lange Zeit, dass ein Vakuum entstanden ist, das Moskau, Peking und Ankara nur allzu gern fir ihre Zwecke
nutzen. Das ist die geostrategische Groflenordnung, iiber die wir sprechen. Deshalb miissen wir Europder
Glaubwiirdigkeit wiederherstellen. Deshalb ist auch das Erweiterungspaket, Herr Kommissar, ein richtiger Schritt.

Dabei diirfen wir es aber nicht belassen. Es braucht Visafreiheit fiir den Kosovo, ziigige Verhandlungen mit Nordmaze-
donien, Albanien und Montenegro. Die Europiische Union muss auf dem Westbalkan wieder agieren, statt nur auf
globale Geopolitik und regionale Krisen zu reagieren.



2.6.2023 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie C196/307

Streda 19. oktébra 2022

Stanislav Pol&dk (PPE). — Pani pfedsedajici, jd navdZu na pana kolegu Simona. J4 naprosto souhlasim s tim, co fikal ve
své Fe¢i. Bylo obrovskou chybou piibouchnout dvefe do Evropské unie balkdnskym zemim a ji chci dvodem svého
projevu jasné podpofit clenstvi téchto zemi v Evropské unii.

Myslim si, Ze politika rozsifovani Evropské unie by se méla dostat do priorit Evropské unie a do stfedobodu naseho
zdjmu. My, kdyZ jsme toto pole vyklidili, tak jej obsazuje Rusko, piipadné Cina. Vidime zde i zdjmy Ankary.
Jednoznaéné podporuji vstup téchto zemi do Evropské unie a myslim si, Ze je také dobré zhodnotit jejich pokrok,
ktery ucinily. At je to v fadé kapitol, které jiz maji naplnéné. Myslim si, Ze udéleni statutu kandiddtské zemé Bosné a
Hercegoviné vlastné viibec nic nebrani. Je to jenom otdzka politické vile.

Samoziejmé stdle zbyvd zlepsit postup v Fadé kapitol, at je to svoboda projevu nebo ochrana mensin, svoboda tisku, ale
mirové uspofddani na Balkdné podle mého ndzoru bez trvalého ¢lenstvi téchto zemi v Evropské unii prosté neni mozné.
Proto — opakuji naposled — pokud si to tyto zemé budou ptét, prosim, dejme jim evropskou budoucnost.

Catch-the-eye procedure.

Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, snazna prisutnost Europske unije klju¢na je za stabilnost jugoi-
stoka Europe. Stoga ohrabruje da je Europska komisija uvjetno preporudila status kandidata za Bosnu i Hercegovinu.

S tim u vezi pozdravljam odluke visokog predstavnika Schmidta, kojima su nametnute izmjene izbornog zakonodavstva
i Ustava Federacije BiH. Medutim, sustavna reforma izbornog zakonodavstva, koja ¢e do kraja osigurati ravnopravnost
hrvatskog naroda, tek treba uslijediti i o njoj e ovisiti dinamika europskih integracija BiH. Nedopustivo je da Bosnjaci i
dalje biraju laznog hrvatskog predstavnika u Predsjednistvo BiH. Zeljko Komsié politicka je i moralna sramota za
Europu, a vjerujem da na kraju ovog mandata zasluzeno odlazi u ropotarnicu povijesti.

S druge strane, u Srbiji je vidljivo nazadovanje u europskom procesu, a ono se najbolje oituje u hegemonistickom
konceptu Srpskog sveta, posebice u odnosu na Crnu Goru, kao i prevrtljivoj politici prema Rusiji. Sve dok se Srbija
jasno ne odredi pripada li politicki, kulturno i civilizacijski Zapadu, za nju nema mjesta u Europskoj uniji.

Domeénec Ruiz Devesa (S&D). — Seflora presidenta, sefiorfas, desde luego, quiero aprovechar la ocasién para reiterar
mi apoyo al proceso de ampliacién de la Unién Europea a los Balcanes Occidentales sin reservas. Celebro realmente el
estatuto de candidato que se ha otorgado a Bosnia y Herzegovina.

Pero si querfa hacer una precision que no se ha hecho —dirfa— en el marco de este debate hasta ahora, y es importante:
no podemos desvincular el proceso de ampliacion del proceso de profundizacién de la Unién Europea. No podemos ir a
una Unién de treinta, treinta y dos, treinta y cinco Estados y seguir decidiendo las sanciones, la politica exterior, por
unanimidad.

Por tanto, tengamos bien presente que son dos procesos que tienen que ir de la mano: ampliacién —ampliar el espacio
de la democracia europea—, pero también, al mismo tiempo, profundizar la democracia europea en cuanto a su funcio-
namiento, su legitimidad y su eficacia.

Irena Joveva (Renew). — Gospa predsednica. Predstavljajte si naslednje: nekaj vam obljubijo, ampak se zlazejo. Ponovno
vam obljubijo, vi cakate, spet se vam zlaZejo. Pocutite se izdano, zmedeno. Cakate. Postanete sumnicavi. Cakate na Se
ve¢ obljub, ampak tokrat ne pricakujete ve¢ veliko, ker vas je Ze izucilo. Znana glasbena skupina zapoje takole — bom
kar v originalu: ,Prazna objeanja su najbolja reklama (Prazne obljube so najboljsa reklama. op.prev.)

In tako, drage kolegice in dragi kolegi, se pocutijo nasi sosedje z Zahodnega Balkana — ni¢ manj Evropejci kot jaz, ti ali
kdor koli drug, navzo¢ v tej sobi. Obljube delajo dolg in moramo jih spostovati.

In znotraj Unije moramo glede vladavine prava, svobode medijev, clovekovih pravic in vseh ostalih kriterijev biti enako
strogi, kot to upraviceno zahtevamo od nasih sosedov. A tudi v Uniji imamo nekaj drzav, ki so vse prej kot dober zgled.
Prijatelji na Balkanu, vi pripadate ovdje jednako kao i svi mi (Prijatelji na Balkanu, sem spadate enako kot mi vsi. op. prev.).
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Joachim Stanislaw Brudzinski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Szanowni Paristwo! Byla mowa tutaj juz wielokrotnie o
tym, ze albo Unia Europejska otworzy drzwi dla obywateli panstw Batkanéw Zachodnich, albo w tych panstwach coraz
wigksze wplywy beda mialy takie paristwa jak Rosja, Chiny, a nawet Arabia Saudyjska czy Iran. Dlatego w interesie calej
Unii Europejskiej jest utrzymanie wysokiej dynamiki procesu rozszerzania. Ta polityka unijna odgrywa jeszcze wigksza
role w obliczu rosyjskiej agresji na Ukraing i destabilizujacych dzialan podmiotéw trzecich, zwlaszcza Rosji, w panst-
wach nig objetych.

Pelne dostosowanie do wspodlnej polityki zagranicznej i bezpieczenistwa Unii Europejskiej powinno mie¢ priorytetowe
znaczenie i musi by¢ dostosowane do poszczegélnych kandydatéw na réwnych zasadach, bez stosowania podwoéjnych
standardéw. Nalezy zabiegal o inkluzywno$¢ wszystkich dokumentéw rozszerzeniowych, w tym konkluzji Rady Unii
Europejskiej, ktore w jak najszerszym stopniu powinny odzwierciedlad ostatnie pozytywne decyzje, takie jak przyjecie
ram negocjacyjnych dla Albanii i Macedonii Pélnocnej czy, nawet przede wszystkim, przyznanie Ukrainie i Moldawii
statusu kandydata do czlonkostwa w Unii i perspektywy europejskiej dla Gruzji.

Karlo Ressler (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, htio bih danas govoriti ovdje, prije svega, o Bosni i Hercegovini.
Pozdraviti prijedlog Europske komisije za davanje statusa kandidata drzavi koja je prosla mozda najkrvaviji i najtezi put
do svoje samostalnosti, do ocuvanja svoje opstojnosti i sada se nalazi u jednoj posebnoj, specifi¢noj, situaciji: na putu
prema stabilnosti, na putu prema demokratizaciji zemlje, ali isto tako i na putu prema Europskoj uniji.

Kolegama bih htio poruiti da svatko kome je stalo, istinski stalo do Bosne i Hercegovine, mora razumjeti da se pokusaji
pod¢injavanja Hrvata u gradane drugog reda jednostavno ne mogu isplatiti, da ne mogu uspjeti, a ne samo da su oni,
§to takoder jesu, duboko i moralno pogresni. Svaki konstitutivni narod treba imati pravo na legitimno zastupanje i,
jedino uz uvazavanje sva tri konstitutivna naroda s punom ravnopravno$éu, mozemo misliti i tvrditi da Bosna
i Hercegovina ima europsku buduénost i zbog toga mi je drago da je to prepoznala i Europska komisija preporucujuéi
takoder rad na izmjenama Izbornog zakona kao preduvijet bilo kakvog daljnjeg napretka.

Bogdan Rzofica (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Ta bardzo interesujaca debata dobiega kofica. Chcialbym poruszy¢
jeszcze jeden aspekt i zadaé pytanie panu komisarzowi, dlatego ze malo w zasadzie méwiliSmy o tym przy calym
entuzjazmie dla rozszerzenia Unii Europejskiej (za tym tez jestem) o Balkany Zachodnie. Chciatbym zapyta¢ o ekono-
miczny aspekt tego rozszerzenia, dlatego ze co jaki§ czas pokazuja si¢ szacunki, jak to bedzie wygladalo, jesli chodzi o
przylaczenie na przyklad tych kilku krajéow do Unii Europejskiej. Jak wtedy bedzie musiata zmieni¢ si¢ wspdlna polityka
rolna, fundusze sp6jnosci itd. Czy sa w tej materii jakie$ w tej chwili dane, o ktérych moze nam Pan tu powiedzie¢?

Clare Daly (The Left). - Madam President, every country should be free to choose the path it wishes to take in order to
ensure its prosperity as far as I'm concerned. So if countries in the Western Balkans want to join the EU, that’s absolu-
tely fine, as long as that’s truly what the citizens desire.

But it is very clear from the Commission statement, and indeed from many comments of colleagues, that this strategy
isn’t motivated by concern for Western Balkan citizens, but rather it is rooted in a geopolitical power-grab to enlarge our
gang so we can keep fighting the Russians.

They have to choose between Russia or us. Why, we all live on the same continent? Look where that strategy has landed
Ukraine, when Zelenskyy was elected on a platform of making peace with Russia. and I find it absolutely ironic that to
read the Commission statement talking about the necessity of these countries to reinforce democracy and rule of law
when we have flagrant breaches in France, Spain, Bulgaria and so on.

Traditionally, these countries have been brought into Europe to boost NATO and to be a pool of cheap labour. It’s about
time we started respecting them for their own national rights and develop a cooperation of equals.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Olivér Virhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, as you know, since the very first
day of this Commission, we have taken enlargement to be our political priority.
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The report on it demonstrates that this is not just empty words, as it was said here by some, but this is delivering results
now, because it is the EU’s strategic interest to get the Western Balkans fully integrated within the European Union. Only
this can give us long-term stability, peace and prosperity, not only in the Western Balkans but also in the European
Union.

Now, I noted three questions.

First of all, I want to thank this House for the support for the candidate status of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is a very
important political decision, an offer, if you will, to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. And I do hope that I can
continue to count on the support of this House. Of course, much needs to be done still and in that, of course, the
electoral reform is an urgent priority as it is very clearly established in our report.

My answer to Mr Dzhambazki is that we are following closely what has happened, and I understand that there are
police proceedings ongoing. And, of course, we are not in a position to comment on these proceedings. However, I
want to underline that, of course, Article 2 of the Treaty continues to apply as a criteria for becoming a Member.

And, finally, an answer to Mr Rzonca. This is not the time to discuss the possible impact but let me give you the
perspective. The entire region is 18 million people. And we are a region of 450. The entire region will not be integrated
on the same day. So, I think that the impact on, for example, the CAP should not be something we shouldn’t be able to
address.

President. — That concludes the debate. The next point on our agenda is the Commission statement on: Fighting
sexualised violence — The importance of the Istanbul Convention and a comprehensive proposal for a directive against
gender-based violence.

15. Boj proti sexudlnemu ndsiliu — Vyznam Istanbulského dohovoru a komplexny navrh
smernice proti rodovo motivovanému ndsiliu (rozprava)

President. — I am glad to see Commissioner Dalli with us, I will give her immediately the floor. Commissioner, the floor
is yours.

Helena Dalli, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable members, fighting sexualised violence and the
importance of the Istanbul Convention and the comprehensive proposal for a directive against gender-based violence is
what we are discussing today.

The scale of sexualised violence and violence against women in Europe is very high. One in three women in the
European Union has experienced physical and or sexual violence, and one in twenty women has been raped. Reports
and personal accounts indicate that rape and sexualised violence are being used as weapons of war in Ukraine.

About one in five Europeans hold victim-blaming views, claiming that women make up or exaggerate claims and that
violence against women is often provoked by the victim. We cannot, of course, tolerate this and must take a stance and
end victim-blaming and rape culture. Excusing aggressive behaviour and shaming those who speak out about their
experience has desensitised society to the horrors of rape and sexual assault. In the EU, 27% of people think that sexual
intercourse without consent could be justified under certain circumstances, such as when the victim is drunk or when
the victim does not clearly say no, or when the victim does not physically fight back. But these can never be considered
as consent. This is why the Commission put forward a legislative proposal on combating violence against women and
domestic violence.

The proposal contains a host of measures to ensure that we protect victims from sexualised violence and prevent it from
happening in the first place. It also proposes the introduction of a harmonised definition of rape based on the lack of
consent. Only a yes is yes.

Immediate specialised support is particularly important in cases of sexualised violence. The proposal would ensure that
victims have immediate access to rape, crisis or sexual violence centres.
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Victims of sexualised violence are often confronted with insensitive or gender-stereotypical treatment during law enfor-
cement proceedings. This can have serious consequences in terms of secondary victimisation and ultimately denies these
victims the right to justice. Training sessions for law enforcement officials and judges are therefore of the utmost
importance. The Commission’s proposal further seeks to prohibit judges from asking unnecessary and possibly trauma-
tising questions about the victim’s sexual history.

The proposal further seeks to prevent gender-based violence, including sexualised violence, by ensuring that awareness-
raising campaigns aim to dispel harmful gender stereotypes.

The measures I just mentioned are only a selection of those included in this comprehensive proposal, which covers the
criminalisation of certain offences amounting to violence against women, the protection, support and access to justice
for victims of violence against women and domestic violence, and the prevention of such forms of violence. Parliament’s
full support is needed as a co-legislator to make sure we now introduce harmonised and comprehensive provisions and
take a united stand against gender-based violence.

The proposal is modelled on the Council of Europe’s Istanbul Convention, which has proven to be a comprehensive
legal instrument to prevent and combat gender-based and domestic violence and protect the victims. So I stress here
again, as already stated in the Commission’s gender equality strategy, that we remain committed to the EU’s accession to
the Istanbul Convention. The Istanbul Convention is our international standard and engagement to which the EU wants
to live up, just as we do to other international texts, such as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women. We are counting on the Council to make sure that the EU now finalises accession to
the convention, following the EU’s signature in 2017.

Frances Fitzgerald, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, as co-rapporteur on the proposal for
a directive on violence against women and domestic violence, I am working just extensively to ensure women across the
Union are protected alongside my co-rapporteur, Evin Incir.

With this new directive, we must ensure that standards across Europe are raised and that it actually builds on the
ground-breaking Istanbul Convention. However, be prepared for the legal basis of sexual exploitation to be challenged.
Let us in this Chamber make sure that the legal definition of sexual exploitation includes rape and female genital
mutilation. If this was to be questioned as we progress with this directive, what an insult that would be to the women
of Europe and beyond.

Right now, the European Parliament has a chance to create meaningful change. What we actually need is a fully ratified
Istanbul Convention and a strong European directive on this topic. Why? Because everyone has the right to a life free
from violence.

However, the pervasiveness of violence against women in our society means that this is not yet a reality for women and
girls. One in three women globally will experience sexual or domestic violence within their lifetime. And the statistics
are horrifying. Overall, every ten years, a city the size of Marseilles, Amsterdam or Zagreb disappears, as 850 000
women are murdered every ten years. Even more so in times of war, as we see in Ukraine. Ukrainian women are
experiencing this first-hand, as rape becomes a weapon of war used by Russian soldiers

For too long, and I think most people in this House agree, there has not been enough action on the issue of violence
against women. This is seen most notably in the failure of a number of Member States to ratify the Istanbul Convention.

This new directive should provide significant protection to those victims and introduce preventative measures to help
address the pervasive nature of this phenomenon. We must ensure that the fundamental rights of women and girls are
secured.

President. — Owing to technical problems concerning interpreting, the speaker is invited to repeat the final part of her
speech.
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Frances Fitzgerald, on behalf of the PPE Group. — (start of speech off-microphone) ... I won't repeat it all. Basically, what I
was saying is that the statistics are really horrifying. I don’t need to go into them again here. But let me just give one
statistic: overall every ten years, a city the size of Marseille, Amsterdam or Zagreb disappears as 850 000 women are
murdered every ten years.

I mentioned as well, of course, the Ukrainian war and how Ukrainian women are experiencing first-hand the fact that
rape becomes a weapon of war used by Russian soldiers.

We need more action, we need it quickly. Violence is so pervasive. I hope the new directive will give significant protec-
tion to those victims and introduce preventative measures to help address the pervasive nature of this phenomenon,
because we have to ensure that the fundamental rights of women and girls are secured.

The Istanbul Convention being fully implemented and a strong directive really gives us that opportunity.

Evin Incir, fir S§D-gruppen. — Fru talman! Hot, skrick, slag, mord. Det tar aldrig slut. Ar efter &r, decennium efter
decennium, arhundrade efter drhundrade, i alla samhillen, i alla samhillsklasser. Det konsbaserade valdet borde ha
forpassats till historien i en modern tid som var, men patriarkatet dr hir och nu och det vill nigot annat.

I hemmet, till och med i politiken, i skolan, pa gator och torg, i krig men ocksd i fred utsitts kvinnor och flickor for
véld: sexuellt, fysiskt, psykiskt, ekonomiskt och digitalt.

Var tredje kvinna i EU berdknas ha drabbats av vild, mer 4n var femte kvinna har drabbats av véld i néra relationer.
Ménga av oss kvinnor, dven hér i vért parlament, har levt eller lever i denna verklighet. Det sker bade offline och online.

Det avskyvirda véldet 4r inte ett naturfenomen. Flickor f6ds inte under rosa ticken och pojkar fods inte under bla
tacken. Det dr ndgot vi tvingas pd. Ojamstilldheten som bottnar i patriarkatet kan forpassas till historien, men for det
kravs bdde mod och vilja av var och en av oss hir inne: modet att vdga std upp emot orittvisor och viljan att uppna ett
jamstallt samhdlle.

Vi kvinnor, flickor, hbtqgi-personer och alla andra som dagligen lever med hat, hot och véld har fitt nog. Fordndring ar
inte langre ett kanske — det ar ett mdste. Det 4r smartsamt att EU fortfarande har sex linder, Bulgarien, Tjeckien, Ungern,
Litauen, Lettland och Slovakien, som dnnu inte har ratificerat Istanbulkonventionen, som ir det forsta juridiskt bindande
regionala instrumentet om vald mot kvinnor i Europa.

Nu har vi i EU for forsta gingen tagit ett helhetsgrepp genom konkreta dtgirder for att komma till ritta med ett av var
tids storsta problem. Att EU gér fram med ett sd skarpt och omfattande lagforslag, som direktivet for att bekimpa mins
véld mot kvinnor och vald i nira relationer, ar historiskt. Jag kommer i egenskap av medforedragande, tillsammans med
min kollega Fitzgerald, gora det jag kan for att stirka det ytterligare.

Det dr var skyldighet gentemot kvinnor och flickor att fa slut pa véldet, fa slut pd morden. Vi mdste arbeta forebyggande
genom att borja i tidig dlder. Vi maste stodja offren och vi méste fa slut pa straffriheten som réader.

Maria Soraya Rodriguez Ramos, en nombre del Grupo Renew. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, se calcula que
cincuenta mujeres son asesinadas victimas de la violencia de género cada semana en la Unién Europea. Una cada seis
horas. En Espafia, en mi pais, han sido asesinadas hasta este momento treinta y cuatro mujeres victimas de la violencia
de género. Esta es la maxima expresion de la violencia contra las mujeres, la punta de un iceberg que esconde malos
tratos, agresiones sexuales, acoso, ciberviolencia, trata, vulneraciéon de derechos sexuales y reproductivos y violencia
sexual. Una violencia que no hace mds que aumentar afio tras afio en nuestros paises. Estamos viendo cémo en
Ucrania convierten el cuerpo de las mujeres en un campo de batalla.

Y, sin embargo, frente a este drama, estamos viendo cémo crecen los movimientos antigénero, aquellos movimientos
que niegan la violencia de género, que banalizan la violencia sexual. Frente a esto, no podemos ser complacientes ni
inactivos. Tenemos que combatirlos.
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Y, por eso, en esta legislatura tenemos que conseguir dos grandes hitos histéricos, si me permiten. Que el Consejo
ratifique el Convenio de Estambul. El Tribunal de Justicia de la Unién Europea ha dejado claro que no hay excusas
juridicas para no hacerlo, solo excusas politicas. El Consejo debe ratificar el Convenio de Estambul. Y debemos aprobar
una directiva sobre la lucha contra la violencia de género que proteja por igual a todas las mujeres en la Unién Europea
y que no deje un lugar de impunidad para los asesinos y autores de crimenes contra las mujeres.

Diana Riba i Giner, en nombre del Grupo Verts/ALE. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, es crucial que la Unién
Europea cuente con una legislacién europea ambiciosa a la hora de atacar la violencia machista, una de las principales
violaciones de derechos humanos que existe en el planeta y que afecta a, ni mds ni menos, una de cada tres mujeres.
Europa debe ser un referente mundial en la lucha contra esta lacra.

Por eso, por un lado, quiero dar la bienvenida a la propuesta que ha hecho la Comisién para dotar a la Unién de una
directiva sobre la violencia contra la mujer que establezca unos minimos comunes en todos los Estados miembros.

Pero, por otro lado, les tengo que decir que no es suficiente. La Comisién sabe que aqui, en esta Cimara, se aprobd un
informe que reclamaba la inclusién de la violencia machista en el articulo 83 de los Tratados, un hecho que nos
permitiria construir una propuesta legislativa mucho mds ambiciosa que la que han presentado.

Sabemos que hay reticencias. Sabemos que el contexto no es facil. Pero mucho me temo que, cuando hablamos de los
derechos de las mujeres, estas reticencias siempre existirdn y el contexto nunca serd el idéneo. Por eso, es el momento de
unir fuerzas, de ser valientes politicamente. Trabajemos juntas por una nueva directiva que haga historia, pero, sobre
todo, que salve vidas.

Annika Bruna, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, le débat que nous avons aujourd’hui est
malheureusement plus que jamais d’actualité, au moment ol nous apprenons avec effroi le supplice qua subi la petite
Lola il y a quelques jours a peine en France. Alors oui, il est plus que temps de lutter efficacement contre les violences a
caractére sexuel, a commencer par celles exercées sur nos enfants.

La semaine derniére encore, j'ai rencontré des femmes déterminées qui ont eu le courage de témoigner sur les abus
sexuels commis par des hommes puissants qui agissent impunément depuis des décennies. Des prédateurs sexuels pro-
tégés par I'omerta peuvent commettre leurs méfaits sans étre inquiétés, notamment dans les sphéres de pouvoir. Et jen
veux pour exemple les récentes affaires des institutions européennes ou encore des agences de mannequinat.

La culture du silence est coupable de I'impunité des agresseurs. Il est temps d’y mettre fin. Cest un enjeu moral et de
société.

Margarita de la Pisa Carridn, en nombre del Grupo ECR. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, sefiorfas, que alguien se
autoproclame defensor de las mujeres no quiere decir que lo sea. Miren los resultados.

Ante el drama de la violencia, analicemos las causas: alcoholismo, adicciones, desérdenes afectivos, hedonismo... Ideas
culturales radicales que denigran a la mujer. Para fomentar el respeto hemos de educar en virtudes, construir vinculos
sanos y ordenados, no hipersexualizar la sociedad o cosificar a las personas. La ideologia de género estigmatiza y
criminaliza al varén de forma generalizada. Es un tépico injusto que destruye la igualdad real entre hombres y mujeres,
y provoca miedo y desconfianza. Y, ademds, impide reconocer a los verdaderos agresores. Quien cometa estos actos
debe ser perseguido, no quedar impune, para que no pueda volver a ser una amenaza para sus victimas.

Las mujeres en esta situacién necesitan unos servicios sociales que se impliquen, que les den soluciones de verdad:
acompaflamiento profundo, psicolégico, afectivo, espiritual, segin sus necesidades concretas. Los recursos hoy se pier-
den por el camino financiando asociaciones y ONG activistas que no ayudan y, en cambio, si que generan enfrenta-
miento social. Muchas veces la atencion a la mujer se limita a ofrecerle el inhumano recurso del aborto.
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Las leyes ideoldgicas, como la llamada «si es si» en Espaiia, lejos de proteger a la mujer, estdn desvirtuando los tipos
delictivos y devaltian las penas. Esto a quien ampara no es a la mujer, sino a los verdaderos agresores.

'EXeva Kouvtoupa, €& ovépatoc ¢ opddac The Left. — Kupia Tpoedpe, xupior ouvadehgor, oty Eupomn, pla otc Tpeg
yuvaikeg €xel umootel owpatiki) cefovahikr Pla kar pia oTig koot yuvaikeg €xet méoer YUpa Puacpol. Movo oty EXAada,
TOUG TeNeUTaioug OKTM Lrveg Eouv kakomotdel oegouakika 300 mawdid kat éxouv yiver 19 yuvaikoktovies. Ta otowela avta
GOKAPOUY, EVO TA MPAYHATIKA TEPIOTATIKA €lval TOAD MEPLOGOTEPA, KAVMG Ot yuvaikes eite and ¢opo, eite and vrpom, ite and
eEN\ewn epmotoouvg otig apyés, dev katayyéAouv 0ca egialtikd Piivouv. Ot kakomouTes, ot Plaoteg kat ot madOPNot
Bpiokouv £8agog oTa Kevd TG YOVEIKNG KAl TG KOWGVIKIG UEPIUVAG, OTH QTOXELD, TIG AVIGOTITTES KL TIG TATPLAPYIKEG aVTIAT]-
YEIG TOU KuptapXoUv akopn kat ofjpepa oty Eupomnn.

Eivar avaykn, howmov, va daogahicoupe ott 1 odnyia yia v éuguln Pia da eivar ghodosn kar Ja uiodetel Tig cuotdoeg Tou
YNQIOHATOG YiaL TOV AVTIKTUTIO TG eVO0OIKOYeVelaknG flag kat Twv Sikawpdtev empelelag otig yuvaikes kat ota mawdid. Kupia
Enitpone, o Awaotipio g Eupwnaikis Evaong tov Oktafpio tou 2021 yvepoddtoe ot akopa kat av dev £(ouv kupmoel
Oha ta kpatn pédn ™ Zopfaon e Kevetavtvounolne, n Eupenaikn Eveon pnopel va v kupooe kat o@eilel va To kavel
apeoa.

Arba Kokalari (PPE). — Fru talman! I Europa pégar just nu fruktansvirda 6vergrepp pd ukrainska kvinnor och barn, dir
ryska soldater anvinder valdtikter och mord som vapen i sin krigforing. I Iran kdmpar kvinnor for sin rdtt till ett liv i
frihet, i ett land dar vald mot kvinnor i hemmet och véaldtikt inom aktenskapet ar tillatet.

I en virld som denna méste EU leda vigen och visa att kampen mot fortrycket, mot valdet mot kvinnor, ar en kamp for
frihet, for manskliga rattigheter, for jamstalldhet.

Om EU ska vara en trovirdig aktor nir det giller kvinnors rittigheter maste vi ocksé agera hir pd hemmaplan, for
alldeles for linge har valdet mot kvinnor férsummats i medlemslinderna. Fysiskt och sexuellt vald drabbar var tredje
kvinna inom EU. Det 4r stopp pd det nu. Vi har nu en chans att fordndra pd riktigt i var tids frihetsfriga. Genom att
vild mot kvinnor kriminaliseras, att Istanbulkonventionen genomférs i hela EU, kan vi med kraftfulla medel trycka
tillbaka véldet pd riktigt.

Fru kommissiondr, det dr dags att gd frén ord till handling om att vi menar allvar, om att kvinnors rattigheter ar
maénskliga réttigheter.

Lukasz Kohut (S&D). - Pani Przewodniczgca! Calujg w rece, bredza o moralnosci, a pdzniej zwalczajg prawo chronigce
kobiety przed przemocy. Prawicowi populisci atakuja prawo, ktére wspiera ofiary. Atakuja prawo, ktére chroni rodziny.
Atakujg konwencje stambulska, nawet tutaj, w Strasburgu, gdy pojawia si¢ tak fundamentalna kwestia jak przemoc ze
wzgledu na ple¢, to PiS glosuje przeciwko. Glosuje przeciwko dyskusji. Glosuje przeciwko kobietom. Tam, gdzie docho-
dzi do przemocy, nie ma miejsca na brednie o ideologii. Tam, gdzie jest przemoc, jest miejsce do dyskusji o tym, jak
chroni¢ ofiary i jak kara¢ sprawcéw. Ale widzimy wyraZnie, ze tym nie jesteScie zainteresowani. My, w przeciwieristwie
do was, nie zagladamy ludziom do 16zka. Wy macie jaka$ chorg obsesje, obsesje na punkcie seksu i plci, obsesje, ktéra
co tydzien pokazuje prezes calej Polsce. Obsesje, ktéra gracie politycznie.

Mieszkancy Polski oczekujg normalnosci, ktdéra nie jest definiowana na partyjnych zjazdach przez bezdusznego stars-
zego pana. Oczekuja normalnosci, w ktérej Fundusz Sprawiedliwosci stuzy wsparciu ofiar, a nie inwigilacji opozycji.
Oczekujg normalnosci, w ktérej kobiety nie s3 zmuszane przez panstwo do heroizmu. Oczekujg normalnosci, w ktorej
minister sprawiedliwosci nie atakuje dokumentu zwalczajgcego przemoc w rodzinie. Przywrdécimy normalno$é, pafstwo
prawa i wartosci europejskie juz wkrotce.

Samira Rafaela (Renew). — Madam President, finally, we have a very important proposal on fighting gender-based
violence. But it is very important that this proposal works for all, and that all women are included. This is about
intersectionality. So I really much wish that we pay attention to the victims of marital captivity.
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A lot of women were manipulated into a bad situation, and at the end they end up in their marriage, and they are
captured and they cannot go anywhere. They cannot escape the situation, they are vulnerable for domestic violence, all
kinds of violence they are vulnerable to. And also when it comes to honour-related violence, and this is something that
we need to emphasise in the debate.

This is something that we need to pay attention for, because this issue is in the dark. It is basically a shadow in this
proposal, and it's a dark reality for these women. It’s a difficult issue to detect, it’s a difficult issue to monitor. But this is
exactly why we need to find solutions to detect this issue, and to protect women that are victims of marital captivity.

Karima Delli (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, mes chers collégues, il y a cinq ans, ici,
dans cet hémicycle, je criais: a peur et la honte doivent changer de camp!.

On est cinq ans plus tard, rien n’a changé. On le sait, une femme sur trois en Europe a subi des violences physiques ou
sexuelles, plus de la moitié des femmes ont été victimes de harcélement, une femme sur dix a été violée, sept meurent
chaque jour sous les coups de leur conjoint ou ex-conjoint. Et rappelez-vous que le COVID a créé une pandémie
fantome, celle des violences domestiques.

Ces données sont glagantes, mais nous, les femmes, nous continuerons a étre debout! Nous sommes présentes en force
dans cet hémicycle: aujourd’hui, sur 25 orateurs, seulement deux sont des hommes! Nous sommes debout pour rappeler
que I'Union européenne a signé en 2017 la convention d’Istanbul. Nous sommes debout pour dire que six pays sur 27
agissent au mépris des droits des femmes.

Madame la Commissaire, nous sommes la pour légiférer. Vous devez garantir la protection des femmes et des filles par
tous les moyens, méme au-dela des traités.

Anren Oxam6a3kn (ECR). — I-xo Ipencenatern, Komucap, HACHIMETO Hall JKeHM ¥ Jela e i TpsiOBa ma Oblie IpecThIUIeHMe, I
BCSIKO IIPeCTBIIeHNMe TPsiOBa [a ObIe IpecrieBaHO, OOBMHSABAHO, OCHXIAHO M HAKa3BaHO. V] Taka e pemHO M Taka TpsiOa ma Gbme,
34LIOTO TOBA NPECTHINIEHNE € OTBPATUTENHO.

Ob6aue Tyk mebata e MaKo MO-pa3MyeH, 3amOTO VcTaHOyrcKkaTa KOHBEHIMSI HE € TO3M JOKYMEHT, KOJTO Ma 3ama3u XeHuTe 1
[ellaTa OT IOMAIIHO HACWIME MM OT BCSIKAKBO HACHIIME, OCHOBAHO Ha Nojia. VicTaHOyIcKata KOHBEHLMS MMa Hajied IO-TOJIeMI,
TO-IIMPOKY M TO-PA3IIMYHM LENY U BME OTIINYHO 3Haere ToBa. B McranbynckaTa KOHBEHIMsS MMa MIEONIOINs, KOSTO 3a 4acT OT
Hac € HelpyMeMIIMBa M 3aTOBa HMUe Ce IPOTUBOIOCTaBAME Ha TO3M HOKYMEHT, M ChUIEBPEMEHHO BM Ka3BaMe He B3UMaliTe CIIpaBe-
IIIMBaTa Kay3a 3a 3allMTa Ha IIPaBaTa Ha KEHMTE KaTO 3aJIOKHMK 33 MAEONOIMYECKM IPOMEHM, HACOUYEHM KbM CeMeliHaTa Tpamm-
1ys, KbM CEMENICTBOTO U T. H.

W Bu nmam nBa npuMepa. Kak TBbpmmTe, ye 3ammrapaTe NpaBaTa Ha JKEHMTe, a HachpyaBaTe CIOPTHCT, KOWTO € POIeH MbX, [Ia
OTHJe Ia Ce ChCTe3aBa B XKEHCKA JIMIa, B IUIyBaHe, B OOKC, B Oopba W B KakBOTO 1 [a 6uro.

U owe Hewo, KaK TBLPIMTE, Ye HAChPUABATE UM 3AlUMTABATE NPABATA HA KEHNTE, a HApUUaTe TPAIMLMS NPAKTUKATA B HAKOM
OOUIHOCTH, MIOCIOTIMAHCKY WM B Maxanure B Bbarapust ma ce xeHAT Hacuma 12 romumsy meua. ToBa He e 3aliuTa HA IpaBata
Ha JIeLaTa M Ha XeHWUTe, ThKMO HANPOTMB. 3aBbpliBaM ¢ mpususa VcraHGyiickata KOHBEHWMS He € NOIIMCAHA OT HAac, HAMA 1a
Obae MommMcaHa ......

Eugenia Rodriguez Palop (The Left). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, esta mafiana hemos hablado aqui sobre el
blanqueamiento de la extrema derecha antieuropea y me parece oportuno comenzar mencionando que el origen de este
debate es una propuesta del Grupo ID para hablar sobre violencia contra las mujeres, sin mencionar que es violencia de
género, o sea, sin dejar claro que son las mujeres quienes la sufren y los hombres quienes la ejercen, sin referirse al
Convenio de Estambul ni a la propuesta de Directiva de la Comision.

Afortunadamente, otros grupos hemos reaccionado para evitar que las antifeministas usen a las mujeres victimas de
violencia para colar sus excentricidades. Dicen que se preocupan por las mujeres, pero, ja quién quieren engafiar?
¢Acaso creen que somos tontas? Nos matan por ser mujeres, pero la extrema derecha dice que la violencia no tiene
género, que es la ideologia de género la que origina la violencia y que los hombres sufren persecuciéon a manos de las
feministas. Se les llena la boca pidiendo sanciones para los agresores, pero solo si son extranjeros, porque, en su ficcién
particular, esos agresores no pueden ser esposos, padres, hombres blancos, ricos y nacionales, espaiioles muy espafioles.
Esos, si matan, es solo por amor o en legitima defensa.
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Dicen estar con las mujeres, pero solo si son reinas del hogar y se acomodan a sus estereotipos. No pelean por las
mujeres, sino solo por sus mujeres. Se sientan en esta Cdmara para oponerse al Convenio de Estambul o a la violencia
de género como eurodelito y van a intentar minar la Directiva de la Comision. Y, si algo prospera, utilizan al Consejo
para bloquearlo.

Seflores y sefioras de la extrema derecha, ya estd bien. A otro perro con ese hueso, que, aunque la mona se vista de seda,
mona se queda.

Rosa Estaras Ferragut (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sin igualdad Europa no existe. Europa es el futuro de la igualdad
entre todos.

La violencia de género es una de las violaciones mds graves de los derechos humanos. Un tercio de las mujeres de la
Unién Europea —se ha dicho aqui— ha sufrido violencia fisica o sexual a lo largo de su vida y los datos indican que ha
aumentado después de la pandemia. Ha habido simultdneamente una pandemia oculta.

Se produce en todas partes: en el hogar, en la escuela, en el trabajo, en la calle, en internet. Tenemos ahora una guerra,
la guerra de Ucrania, en la que la violacién es utilizada como un arma masiva por parte de los soldados rusos. Siguen
violdndose en todo el mundo los derechos fundamentales de las mujeres y, por eso, es muy importante este debate.

En primer lugar, hay que hacer una solicitud a todos los Estados miembros para que ratifiquen el Convenio de Estambul,
el tratado internacional de mayor alcance para poder luchar contra esta lacra; también la propuesta de Directiva que
presentd en el mes de marzo la Comisién, una directiva para atacar con todos los instrumentos que poseemos la
violencia contra las mujeres.

Necesitdbamos y necesitamos una respuesta global, unida y coordinada. Establecer un marco juridico europeo coherente,
donde quede claro que no es un tema coyuntural, sino que tiene caricter estructural y debe combatirse siguiendo
criterios comunes.

Por eso, con ese debate y con todas y todos juntos, apostamos por un sélido mensaje de compromiso para combatir esta
lacra. Toda la humanidad saldra beneficiada. No es invencible y debemos ejercer, sin duda, un liderazgo decisivo en esta
lucha.

(La oradora acepta responder a una intervencion realizada con arreglo al procedimiento de la <tarjeta azul»).

Younous Omarjee (The Left), intervention «arton bleu». — Madame la Présidente, ma chere collégue, merci pour votre
intervention. Dans ce débat, comme I'a souligné Karima Delli, seuls deux hommes sont intervenus a la tribune et nous
ne sommes ici que deux ou trois hommes.

La question que je vous pose est la suivante: cela vous inquiete-t-il ? Quels enseignements en tirez-vous pour notre
assemblée? Car a I'évidence, ce débat extrémement important sur la convention d’Istanbul contre les violences sexuelles
a l'encontre des femmes est un combat qui doit concerner d’abord et avant tout les hommes.

Rosa Estaras Ferragut (PPE), respuesta de «tarjeta azul». — Efectivamente, la lucha contra la violencia de género no es un
tema solo de las mujeres, es un tema de la humanidad, de hombres y mujeres.

No me cabe ninguna duda de que los hombres que representan al pueblo europeo, usted, pero también los que no estdn
aqui, nos siguen desde sus despachos, estin implicados en esta lucha. Es verdad que serfa deseable que tomaran la
palabra, pero no me cabe ninguna duda de que, en todos los partidos, como en mi Partido Popular, hay hombres
absolutamente implicados en esa lucha. En el mio, en el socialista, en Renew. Todos los partidos de aqui —estoy
segura— estdn implicados. La comisaria ha venido acompafiada de un grupo de hombres de la Comisién. Estamos
implicados porque, si no, no serfa una lucha razonable. Estamos todos implicados en esta lucha y asi debe ser.

Evelyn Regner (S&D). — Madam President, dear Commissioner Dali, we have adopted three resolutions underlining the
same thing: violence, and especially sexual violence, is not acceptable in the European Union, not in any of our Member
States and not in our own House. We need mediators and we need trainings for everyone.
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I'm disgusted to see that someone convicted for rape did not only get away unpunished within the European
institutions, but even got rewarded by getting more than a million of taxpayers money, a salary while being out of
service. No wonder that victims do not dare to speak up.

Our institutions need to stop this culture of tolerating sexual violence immediately. In December, 76% of Members of
this House approved stronger measures, and [ want to see them implemented by our own administration now. Make
zero tolerance for any kind of harassment a reality — now.

Karen Melchior (Renew). — Fru formand! P& en politistation forseger en kvinde at fd hjelp. Hendes ekskareste havde
nu opsegt hende. Hun var ellers flygtet til en anden by, for at komme vak fra ham. Hun havde videomateriale med, og
igennem to &r havde hun anmeldt ham og spurgte nu frustreret: »Kan I ikke gore noget her og nu?« Politiet svarede, at
det kunne de ikke, for manden havde gjort hende fysisk fortrad eller overtrddt en lov eller et tilhold. Partnerdrab er den
storste enkeltstdende drabstype i Danmark, og ofrene er oftest kvinder. Men vi har endnu ingen handlingsplan for at
forebygge disse drab. Og det er pa trods af, at forskning viser, at det er den mest forudsigelige forbrydelse, hvis man ser
faresignalerne og reagerer i tide. Derfor, ndr en kvinde i et voldeligt forhold henvender sig til vores myndigheder, ber
hun modtages af folk, der kan tage de rette skridt for at beskytte hende med det samme. Pd baggrund af forskning og
viden kan vi sikre, at partnerdrab forebygges. Det kraever handling for at udbrede viden og redskaber. Medlemslandene
skal leegge planer for, hvordan de vil handle. Vi skal sikre, at medlemslandene lytter til forskning, taler med hinanden og
leerer af hinanden. Partnerdrab kan forebygges, men vi gar det ikke endnu. Mange af de drabte kvinder havde segt om
hjelp. Forgaves. Det her kan og skal vi gere bedre.

Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, la convention d'Istanbul inclut, dans son article 38,
les mutilations génitales féminines, qui constituent une violence sexuelle et une violation des droits des femmes a la
santé sexuelle et reproductive ainsi que de leur intégrité physique.

Dans cette optique, une association de la société civile en Allemagne a élaboré, en collaboration avec le gouvernement,
une lettre de protection qui a pour but de briser le tabou par la sensibilisation et de préserver ainsi l'intégrité physique
des jeunes filles de la diaspora et de les protéger. La lettre de protection met l'accent sur les conséquences juridiques
pour toute personne qui aurait I'intention de pratiquer une excision. Elle sert aussi de bouclier aux familles d’émigrés qui
ne peuvent se soustraire a l'emprise de la famille lorsqu'elles retournent dans leur patrie ou lorsquelles envoient leurs
filles en vacances dans leur pays d'origine.

C'est un signal fort qui informe les communautés sur l'illégalité de la pratique des mutilations et ses effets néfastes pour
la santé des femmes et des filles qui en sont victimes. Il est nécessaire de sensibiliser les communautés qui pratiquent les
mutilations sans les discriminer, sans les stigmatiser. La lettre de protection peut étre un instrument efficace pour
éradiquer les mutilations en Europe. Elle viendra renforcer la directive, et je souhaite que cette lettre de protection
fasse des émules et qu'elle soit introduite dans tous les Etats membres de 'Union européenne.

Anne-Sophie Pelletier (The Left). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire: humiliées, insultées, harcelées,
tabassées, violées, tuées; le continuum des violences sexistes et sexuelles faites aux femmes perdure depuis trop long-
temps. Méme si la Convention d’Istanbul est le texte le plus protecteur des droits des femmes, encore trop peu d’Etats
l'ont ratifiée et beaucoup trop peinent a la mettre en pratique.

Devant la parole et le courage des femmes, nous ne pouvons que nous incliner, les écouter et les respecter. Alors
exigeons une directive forte contre les violences sexistes et sexuelles faites aux femmes, afin de défendre leurs droits
fondamentaux.

Nous sommes toutes des martyres de la cause. Assez! Défendons la releve féministe empreinte de sororité et de solida-
rité. Femmes du monde entier, nous vous croyons!
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PRZEWODNICTWO: EWA KOPACZ

Wiceprzewodniczgca

Nathalie Colin-Oesterlé (PPE). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, votre proposition de directive pour
lutter contre les violences faites aux femmes et les violences domestiques va tout a fait dans le bon sens. En tant que
rapporteure pour mon groupe, le PPE, en commission des libertés civiles, je crois qu'il est urgent de nous inspirer
fortement du modele espagnol pour lutter efficacement contre ce fléau.

Nattendons pas de ratifier la convention d’Istanbul pour lutter dés maintenant contre ces violences. Les coups, eux,
n'attendent pas et la violence se répand partout dans notre société. Chaque jour, ce sont des dizaines de femmes et de
jeunes filles qui sont victimes d’un viol, de tortures ou de mutilations génitales. Chaque jour sur le sol européen,
sept femmes meurent sous les coups de leur conjoint. Trop de femmes acceptent inconsciemment la violence conjugale,
quelle soit psychologlque verbale, physique, entrainant jusqu’a la mort de la victime. Toutes ces femmes doivent étre
protégées. A nous de prévenir ces violences et d'apporter aux victimes des réponses concrétes.

Développons le 112 européen des violences conjugales, un numéro disponible 24 h sur 24, 7 jours sur 7, pour que
n'importe quelle femme dans la détresse puisse obtenir une solution, peu importe son lieu d’habitation, son age et son
origine. Incitons les Etats membres a aider, notamment financiérement, ces femmes, pour qu'elles puissent quitter le
domicile conjugal. Octroyons bien plus facilement des ordonnances, des téléphones «grave danger», la délivrance d'or-
donnances de protection et de bracelet électronique. Créons un véritable réseau européen de points d’information sur les
violences, mais également un réseau d’échange d'informations et de coordination pour apporter un soutien individualisé
a chaque victime. Construisons un cadre clair et précis au niveau européen avec, dans chaque Etat membre, chaque
région, chaque collectivité, des guichets uniques permettant d’orienter, de conseiller et de protéger les victimes.
Magistrats, policiers, services sociaux, élus et collectivités, nous devons tous étre formés pour étre acteurs de cette lutte
contre les violences.

Sylvie Brunet (Renew). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, merci pour cette directive ambitieuse visant
a lutter contre les violences sexistes, méme si elle doit étre améliorée, notamment sur les questions de harcélement
sexuel au travail, de formation des professionnels en contact avec les victimes et de la situation des personnes handica-
pées. Ce sont des combats prioritaires que je vais essayer de mener en tant que rapporteure fictive pour mon groupe au
sein de la commission de I'emploi.

Au-deld des avancées nécessaires que va apporter cette directive, je me demande comment et pourquoi, en 2022, la
convention d’Istanbul n'est toujours pas ratifiée par six Etats membres et donc par 'Union européenne, alors que sept
femmes par jour meurent sous les coups de leur partenaire en Europe et que les violences continuent.

Nous attendons donc beaucoup de la présidence tcheque, qui n'est hélas pas présente, du Conseil et de la Commission
pour, enfin, lutter efficacement contre les violences faites aux femmes.

Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE). — Frau Prisidentin! Weltweit und in Europa erlebt jede dritte Frau physische oder
sexuelle Gewalt, meistens iibrigens von ihrem eigenen Partner. Und heute kommt digitale Gewalt dazu. Frauen werden
gezielt mit digitalen Medien angegriffen, beleidigt, blofgestellt, isoliert, beschimpft, erpresst und bedroht, um sie zum
Schweigen zu bringen.

Und wir haben weltweit ein starkes Instrument, um Gewalt gegen Frauen ein Ende zu setzen: die Istanbul-Konvention.
Und wir arbeiten hier in der EU an einer Richtlinie zur Bekdmpfung von geschlechtsspezifischer Gewalt. Aber leider ist
die Istanbul-Konvention heute die Zielscheibe einer globalen Kampagne von rechtsextremen und rechtsgerichteten Orga-
nisationen, Parteien und Regierungen, die Menschen gegen die Ratifizierung dieser Konvention aufhetzen. Und ich habe
die Befturchtung, dass genau das auch in diesem Haus gegen die Richtlinie zur Bekdmpfung geschlechtsspezifischer
Gewalt geschehen wird.
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Und deswegen mochte ich alle demokratischen Kolleginnen und Kollegen hier bitten und auch alle demokratischen
Regierungen, ganz besonders im Rat, sich ganz besonders stark fiir den Schutz von Frauen gegen Gewalt und fiir eine
starke Richtlinie einzusetzen. Denn Frauenrechte sind Menschenrechte. Und die lassen wir uns nicht nehmen.

Sandra Pereira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, é fundamental que a sociedade esteja desperta e focada no combate a
violéncia contra as mulheres, seja de que natureza for, violéncia doméstica, trafico de mulheres, violéncia no namoro,
prostitui¢do ou, ainda, o assédio laboral e sexual. Sobretudo, hd que encarar que as raizes destas formas de violéncia
residem nas crescentes desigualdades sociais, situacdo que atinge particularmente as mulheres.

Vivemos tempos em que regressam velhas formas de exploragdo, com o agravamento da pobreza e da exclusdo social,
da vulnerabilidade dos mais pobres. A prostituicdo é disso exemplo, constituindo uma dilacerante forma de violéncia
exercida essencialmente sobre as mulheres. E também expressio de desigualdades sociais e uma forma de escravatura
que atenta contra o corpo e a dignidade das mulheres.

A erradicacio da violéncia exige necessariamente uma mudanca dos modelos politicos, econémicos, sociais e culturais
que visem a eliminacdo de qualquer tipo de violéncia contra as mulheres, mas que ambicionem também a erradicagio
da pobreza e a eliminacdo das desigualdades, o reforco da protecdo social e laboral, com o fim da precariedade e o
aumento dos saldrios. E as mulheres agradecem.

Elzbieta Katarzyna Lukacijewska (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! Szanowni Panstwo! W XXI wieku nie
moze by¢ przyzwolenia na przemoc i gwalt. W XXI wieku powinny by¢ chronione ofiary, a nie sprawcy. I to nie ofiary
gwaltéw i przemocy powinny bal sie zglaszaé przestepstwo. To przestepcy powinni baé sie wysokiej kary.

W XXI wieku powinna by¢ jasna definicja wykorzystania seksualnego i gwaltu obowigzujgca we wszystkich krajach Unii
Europejskiej. To nie ofiary powinny by¢ zmuszane do odpowiedzi na pytania, czy swoim ubiorem, makijazem czy
wygladem nie prowokowaly sprawcéw. W XXI wieku nie moze by¢ tak, ze to ofiary wolg milczel, niz zglaszaé prze-
stepstwo.

90% przestepstw o charakterze seksualnym nie jest zglaszanych, a w pozostalych dziesieciu tylko jeden na cztery przy-
padki koficzy si¢ wyrokiem dla sprawcéw, zazwyczaj w zawieszeniu. Silne instrumenty prawne i polityka ,zero tole-
rangji” to wsparcie i ochrona kobiet. Ratyfikacja konwencji stambulskiej i uznanie przemocy ze wzgledu na ple¢ za
przestepstwo w Unii Europejskiej to kroki, ktére musimy niezwlocznie poczynic.

Niestety mam tez $wiadomo$¢, ze zmiany moga nastapi¢ tylko przy wsparciu mezczyzn, a dzisiaj ich jak na lekarstwo
na tej sali. Mam nadzieje, ze bedziemy czuli to wsparcie.

Na koniec chcialabym powiedzie¢ brawo dla tych krajow, ktére ratyfikowaly konwencje stambulska i brawo dla obecnej
tu pani przewodniczgcej Ewy Kopacz, ktra miata odwage i ratyfikowata konwencje stambulskg w Polsce, gdy stala na
czele rzadu.

Pina Picierno (S&D). — Signora Presidente, signora Commissaria, onorevoli colleghi, le donne continuano a morire,
continuano a essere oggetto di violenza, succede nel mondo, succede in Europa, nella nostra Europa, e io continuo a
dire che questo, se ci pensate bene, ¢ I'unico fatto drammatico che ci accomuna davvero.

Non ci accomunano i diritti, esistono diritti diversi a seconda del paese nel quale si nasce, non ci accomunano le liberta,
esistono liberta diverse a seconda del paese nel quale si nasce, I'unica cosa che ci accomuna per il fatto di essere donne,
mi verrebbe da dire per la colpa di essere nate donne, ¢ il fatto di essere continuamente oggetto di violenza.

E questo riguarda tutte le donne, in qualsiasi condizione sociale, in qualsiasi condizione economica, in qualsiasi religione
credano. E questo fatto terribile costituisce un limite insopportabile alla nostra dignita, alla nostra liberta e, in definitiva,
care colleghe e cari colleghi, alla nostra vita.
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E allora certo, ¢ necessario intervenire sul piano normativo, ¢ necessario continuare sulla strada segnata dalla
Convenzione di Istanbul, ma ricordo ancora una volta a quest’Aula e anche ai colleghi che fanno interventi piuttosto
originali, che la Convenzione non ¢ un punto di arrivo, ma ¢ soltanto un punto di partenza. Sono le norme minime che
poi andrebbero approfondite e rafforzate negli Stati membri.

Penso allora alla direttiva contro la violenza sulla quale stiamo lavorando, su cui stiamo intervenendo a livello parla-
mentare per offrire una protezione minima uniforme per tutte le donne presenti sul territorio dell'Unione, ma fatemi
dire, colleghi e colleghe, che oltre a un livello normativo, prima ancora vorrei dire del livello normativo, sul livello
culturale, sociale, istituzionale su cui continuiamo a registrare un'insopportabile carenza. Allora, solo quando avremo
creato una cultura piena della parita di genere, le norme potranno avere piena applicazione.

Insomma, cara Commissaria, care colleghe, cari colleghi, c’¢ ancora tanto lavoro da fare, troppo, quest’Aula continuera a
farlo, per le donne di oggi e per le donne che verranno.

Zgloszenia z sali

Sunana Glavak (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, kolegice i kolege, samo Cetrnaest posto Zena prijavljuje nasilje.
Svaka Sesta Zena u Europi Zrtva je obiteljskog nasilja, a svakih sedam Zena svaki dan umire od posljedica takvog nasilja.

Nasilje nad Zenama uzrok je i posljedica i siromastva i socijalne isklju¢enosti Zena, ¢ime se posebno povecava rizik od
nemogucénosti izlaska iz te situacije. Ali Zene su jake. Dozvolite mi da vam kaZem jedno zanimljivo istraZivanje tvrtke
McKinsey: tvrtke s najve¢om spolnom raznoliko$¢u u svojim izvr$nim timovima imaju 26% vecu vjerojatnost za iznad-
prosjecnu profitabilnost. Kada bi se Zenama pruzile jednake prilike do 2050. BDP po stanovniku u Europskoj uniji
mogao bi se povelati za 3,15 biljjuna eura.

Zato vas pitam: zasto tek tako iskljuciti polovicu talenata, znanja, iskustava, sposobnosti - jer Zene ¢ine 51% europske
populacije, 226 milijuna zenskih glasova. Zamislite kako bi odjeknule kada bi progovorile jednim glasom protiv svih
onih slabi¢a koji dizu ruku samo zato jer su one Zene.

Ana Miranda (Verts/ALE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdria, pertenco a um partido feminista e, por conse-
guinte, queremos que se trilhe o caminho para ratificar a Convengdo de Istambul e damos as boas-vindas a proposta
de diretiva.

No meu pais, uma em cada quatro mulheres que sofrem violéncia machista é menor. Precisamos de julgados de violén-
cia, ajuda econdmica, social e laboral para as vitimas.

Estou orgulhosa porque o meu partido promoveu no parlamento galego a lei da violéncia vicdria ou entre os casais em
que os homens acusam as mulheres através dos seus filhos. Estou muito orgulhosa.

A extrema direita nega a violéncia de género. Ndo tém vergonha, senhores e senhoras da extrema direita? Jd o dissemos
neste Parlamento, em 2018, na resolugdo sobre o avango do neofascismo na Europa. O neofascismo estd cheio de
negacionistas da violéncia de género.

Silvia Sardone (ID). - Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la Convenzione di Istanbul & un trattato internazionale
per affrontare la violenza contro le donne.

Bene, oggi abbiamo votato il progetto di bilancio generale dell'Unione europea per l'esercizio 2023 e c'era un emenda-
mento che chiedeva che il bilancio dell'UE non finanziasse alcuna campagna futura che possa promuovere l'hijab. Bene,
quest’Aula ha votato contro.

Allora, da un lato siete solidali con le donne iraniane che stanno lottando per le loro liberta, tra cui quella di non
portare il velo islamico e, dall’altro, avete deciso che il Parlamento e I'Unione europea possano finanziare campagne
che promuovono proprio quel velo contro il quale le stesse donne in Iran stanno manifestando.

Allora, io la trovo un'ipocrisia vomitevole e vi chiederei almeno un po’ di coerenza per rispetto di quelle tante donne
che stanno rischiando anche la loro vita per difendere la liberta di non portare il velo islamico.
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(Koniec zgloszeri z sali)

Helena Dalli, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, (start of speech off mic) ... I promised you during the
hearing in the year 2019 that I would work for the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention, and in the meantime, I
will also present our own proposal for legislation, and that is what I am doing. I am glad that many of you are in
agreement with this legislative proposal.

Data from the United Nations shows that around 47 000 women and girls were killed by their intimate partners or
family members, mainly men, in 2020, so, on average, one woman or girl every 11 minutes. So indeed, this is a topic
that should concern men, and I say this every time that there is this kind of debate in this Parliament or anywhere else. I
always feel in these circumstances that we are preaching to the converted. So, of course, more men are welcome and
actually expected to speak in these kinds of debates. In this debate, we had 29 women who spoke. Only two men put
their name on the list to speak, and one came here to tell us no to the Istanbul Convention. That’s the situation which
we have to fight against every single day. It seems that men don’t want to hear us speak on this topic when we know
that, every 11 minutes, a woman and a girl are killed by their intimate partner or a member of their family every day.

[ said we must continue to pursue accession to the Istanbul Convention. As we promised, we prepared, as I said, the
directive to have a European instrument to fight violence against women. I urge the co-legislators to adopt this as soon
as possible please.

We must work also on prevention. Of course, this goes without saying, and we must work more for women’s financial
independence, which is directly linked to the situation of violence in families of domestic violence, because it is very
difficult for a woman to leave an abusive relationship if she is financially dependent on her abuser, especially so if she
has children.

So in all our other work that we are doing with regard to more women in the labour market, we know that there are
7.7 million women who are not in the labour market because of care responsibilities and, therefore, that is why we have
our care package. It is all linked — because if these 7.7 million women are in the labour market, are working, are earning
their livelihood, then it will be less likely for them to accept living in situations of domestic violence. Our goal is clear:
to eliminate violence against women and girls and support the survivors wherever this happens, whether in private and
public spaces or at work. A zero-tolerance policy on sexualized violence and rape should become the norm everywhere.

The EU will stay at the forefront of this international mobilisation to defend the rights of every woman and every girl to
live freely and safely no matter where they live in Europe. We stand with all women and we will defend the support and
protection of all women and girls because women'’s rights are the pillar of just, open, developed and democratic socie-
ties. No one and nothing should be allowed to deprive women of our freedom.

Przewodniczaca. - Zamykam debate.

Oswiadczenia pisemne (art. 171)

Sylwia Spurek (Verts/ALE), na pismie. — 16 lipca 2019 r. Ursula von der Leyen, wéwczas kandydatka na
Przewodniczaca Komisji Europejskiej, powiedziata: Unia powinna przystapi¢ do konwencji stambulskiej. I zadeklarowata:
przystapienie do konwengji to jeden z kluczowych priorytetéw Komisji. Od powotania Komisji, od objecia przez Ursule
von der Leyen funkcji szefowej Komisji minglo juz 1190 dni. To pokazuje, jak Pani von der Leyen traktuje swoje
obietnice i kluczowe sprawy dla obywatelek UE. Przypomneg, bo by¢ moze Komisja o tym zapomniala, ze r6wnos¢ jest
jedng z warto$ci Wspdlnoty. Przypomne, bo by¢ moze Komisja tego nie wie, Ze przemoc wobec kobiet to jedna z
najbardziej drastycznych form dyskryminacji. To, Ze kobiety nie moga czué si¢ bezpiecznie we wlasnym domu, to
jedna z najwickszych patologii XXI wieku! I nie wystarczy dyrektywa antyprzemocowa. Potrzebujemy calosciowego
systemu przeciwdzialania przemocy wobec kobiet, ktérego fundamentem jest konwencja stambulska. Potrzebujemy jas-
nego sygnatu dla milionéw Europejek, Ze Komisja na serio traktuje ich problemy, ze zajmie si¢ kwestiami dziatan
prewencyjnych, edukacji, podnoszenia $wiadomosci, ochrony kobiet i $cigania sprawcéw! Cieszylam sig, ze kobieta
staje na czele Komisji. Mialam nadzieje, ze zdrowie i bezpieczenstwo kobiet stang si¢ w koricu wazne. Dzi§ mija 1191
dzien kadencji Ursuli von der Leyen, a konwencja stambulska nadal nie jest przez Unie ratyfikowana.
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16. Politicka situdcia v Tunisku (rozprava)

Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest o§wiadczenie Komisji w sprawie sytuacji politycznej w
Tunezji (2022/2869(RSP)).

Olivér Varhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of this House, thank you for this
exchange on the political developments on this important partner and close neighbour for the EU. It falls at a very
timely moment in the run up to the 17 December legislative elections, a key appointment for Tunisia in this delicate
transitional period.

We know that political transitions are challenging. The one that the Tunisian people started in 2011 is no exception.
This is why the EU considers it crucial to continue to side with the Tunisian people, as we have been doing during the
past decades, not only economically, but also politically.

At the same time, our support has been based on shared principles and values that the Jasmine Revolution brought
along. We firmly believe that the Tunisians want to preserve these values. For this reason, the EU has not hidden its
apprehensions regarding some of the measures taken in the past few months in Tunisia. Our message has been very
clear since the beginning, privately and publicly when needed.

As High Representative Vice-President Borrell stated in the declarations on behalf of the EU in the past months, respect
for democratic acquis, the rule of law, the separation of powers, and respect for fundamental rights and freedoms are
paramount. We remain convinced that these are essential for the success of any political processes and the long-term
prosperity of Tunisia.

We are also very sensitive and attentive to the hard times that Tunisia is experiencing economically. The Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine is having a heavy impact on all, but there is no doubt that the Tunisian economy is among those
paying the highest toll in terms of food and energy security. This adds to the damages resulting from the COVID 19
pandemic.

This is why the EU is determined to continue to support the Tunisian people in this challenging economic context, and
we remain ready to accompany them in the substantial and difficult, yet needed, structural reforms they will have to
undertake.

We welcome the staff level agreement between the Tunisian authorities and the IMF to support Tunisia’s economic
growth, job creation and macroeconomic stability. The EU stands ready to contribute to this programme and the overall
stability of Tunisia, including through a rapid disbursement of the next tranche of our budget support of EUR 40 million
and consideration of new macro-financial assistance. We are hopeful that the Tunisian people and authorities will make
the wisest choices for the future of Tunisia, which can only happen as a result of inclusive dialogue and continuing on a
large consensus.

On our side, the EU institutions, together with our Member States, remain committed to finding the most appropriate
means to continue supporting Tunisia in this difficult, but crucial time. This includes ways to express our concerns as
necessary, always with constructive criticism, which we consider to be the most effective form of dialogue with partner
countries.

Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor, in numele grupului PPE. — Doamni presedinti, domnule comisar, stimati colegi, existd o alegatie
medievald care, in mod fals, cred eu, este atribuitd lui Dante Alighieri, care spune ci drumul spre iad este pavat de bune
intentii. Eu cred cd asa trebuie sd ne gindim la actiunile, deciziile si miscirile presedintelui Sayed din ultimii ani. Ganditi-
vd, Tunisia este locul in care a inceput totul, locul in care Primivara arabi a inceput. Dar Tunisia este, pe de altd parte,
tara care a stat multd vreme sub un regim autoritar, cel al lui Ben Ali. $i atunci intrebarea pentru mine este: ce alegem ?
E clar, presedintele Sayed nu este un democrat convins. Tehnicile pe care le foloseste pentru a-si impune autoritatea nu
sunt deloc democratice, chiar dacd sunt uneori sofisticat justificate constitutional. Dar existd ceva ce trebuie luat in
continuare in considerare: Tunisia, Algeria, Marocul si, din nefericire, Libia sunt vecinele Europei. Sunt dincolo de
Marea Mediterand. $i orice se intdmpld acolo poate afecta geostabilitatea politicd a zonei. Eu cred cd a venit momentul
ca acest Parlament, ca si toate celelalte institutii europene (Comisia e mult mai aproape de acest tip de abordare), sd aiba
in vedere si situatia, si consecintele geopolitice ale unei atitudini fatd de un stat sau altul.
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Andrea Cozzolino, a nome del gruppo S&D. — Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, proprio ieri,
Commissario, una bambina & giunta sull'isola di Lampedusa. Ha solo quattro anni, & senza genitori ed ¢ tunisina. E solo
l'ultimo episodio che dimostra quanto grande sia il malessere che attraversa la societa tunisina e, ancora di piti, quanto
grande e aperta sia la duplice sfida che sta davanti alla Tunisia in questo momento della sua storia.

Innanzitutto, quella drammatica sul piano sociale ed economico e quella cruciale sul piano politico e democratico. Gli
esiti sono ancora molto incerti, i segnali sono contraddittori.

Grazie all'UGTT si ¢ siglato un importante accordo sui dipendenti pubblici, aprendo la strada per la concessione di un
prestito di 1 miliardo e 900 milioni, che evitera il default dello Stato da parte del Fondo monetario internazionale, fatti
che salutiamo, credo, tutti positivamente e incoraggiamo.

Assai pit incerta e carica di rischi ¢ la sfida sul terreno politico e democratico. Saied ha scelto la strada di concentrare su
di sé i principali poteri ed ¢ andato avanti sulla riforma costituzionale e la nuova legge elettorale, con la quale, il 17
dicembre, si eleggera il prossimo nuovo Parlamento. Seguiamo con crescente preoccupazione questa fase, piti di una
delegazione del Parlamento europeo si ¢ recata a Tunisi e ha incontrato i diversi protagonisti, abbiamo fatto appello sulla
necessita di un dialogo inclusivo e costruttivo tra tutte le forze politiche.

Non siamo indulgenti con un sistema politico corrotto, che ha provocato danni alla Tunisia o una politica spesso divisa,
come ancora adesso, perd sentiamo la necessita di ritornare a essere vigili e attenti, come Commissione e come
Parlamento, nell'interesse del popolo tunisino e della nostra solida amicizia con esso.

Jan-Christoph Oetjen, im Namen der Renew-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar! Zweifelsohne ist Tunesien
einer der wichtigsten Partner der Europdischen Union in der Region. Aber Tunesien hat leider den falschen Weg
eingeschlagen, seitdem Prisident Saied an der Macht ist, nimlich den Weg in eine Diktatur. Die Verfassung, die gerade
beschlossen wurde — mit einer Beteiligung von nicht einmal 30 %, wenn man den offiziellen Zahlen tiberhaupt glauben
will —, ist illegitim und stattet den Prdsidenten mit einer Machtfiille aus, die es nur in Diktaturen gibt.

Was passiert in der Folge? In der Folge wurden gerade 57 Richter ihres Amtes enthoben, weil sie nicht bereit waren,
gegen politische Oppositionelle zu ermitteln und zu urteilen. Gegen Politiker, die fur Demokratie kimpfen in Tunesien.
Ich bin solidarisch mit diesen Richtern, meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren, und es ist eine Schande, dass ein
Prasident diese Richter einfach absetzen kann.

Die Regeln fiir die Wahlen, die im Dezember abgehalten werden sollen, werden kurzerhand per Dekret vom Prisidenten
gedndert, sodass politische Parteien nicht mehr richtig partizipieren konnen, ihre Kandidaten nicht aufstellen koénnen
und die Wahlen zur Farce werden dadurch, dass im Prinzip nur Marionetten des Prisidenten gewihlt werden konnen.
Meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren, wir miissen Tunesien unterstiitzen. Ja, wir sind solidarisch mit dem tunesi-
schen Volk. Wir diirfen aber nicht den Weg Tunesiens in eine Diktatur unterstiitzen.

Mounir Satouri, au nom du groupe Verts/ALE. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collegues, par-
fois, c'est en se rendant sur place quon prend la mesure d’une réalité, qu'on arrive a sentir la température. J'ai eu
l'occasion, début septembre, de me rendre en Tunisie, de rencontrer des acteurs de la société civile, des défenseurs des
droits humains, des Tunisiennes, des Tunisiens. Je suis allé a Tunis et jai fait le trajet jusqu’a Tabarka pour rencontrer une
jeune maire, élue a l'occasion d'un scrutin partiel, qui est poursuivie par les autorités nationales parce quelle a osé
permettre a de jeunes diplomés au chomage de gagner un peu d’argent en tenant les plages et en proposant des chaises
et des parasols durant I'été.

La liste des reculs de la démocratie, je tiens a vous l'assurer, est trés longue: état d’exception devenu pérenne, élections
sans transparence, attaques judiciaires contre des responsables politiques, procés militaires contre des civils, intimidation
d’élus locaux; c'est ¢a la réalité tunisienne aujourd’hui. Le basculement sécuritaire et antidémocratique détricote chaque
acquis de la révolution tunisienne. Vous savez, ce grand mouvement de soulévement dans le monde arabe que nous
avions soutenu. Nous nous étions dit qu'enfin, il y avait peut-étre 1a un processus démocratique et que nous devions le
soutenir.
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Quand j’y suis allé, les ONG, les associations parlaient encore de maniere ouverte. Elles acceptaient méme qu'on cite le
nom de leur association, leur nom personnel. Ce n'est plus le cas depuis quelques jours. J'ai eu I'occasion d’échanger avec
des associations. Elles me disent: «surtout, tu ne nous cites pas. Tu ne donnes ni notre nom, ni celui de I'organisation a
laquelle on appartient».

Vous voyez qu'aujourd’hui, apres avoir détricoté les institutions, ce sont les associations, la société civile qui sont atta-
quées. Il y a 20 000 associations en Tunisie qui avaient participé aux lois contre les violences faites aux femmes, contre
les discriminations, contre la corruption. Cest cela qui est menacé. Et c'est grave pour 'Union européenne, parce qu'a
Tunis, il y a aussi des associations qui, a partir de la Tunisie, travaillent a travers nos programmes pour la Libye, pour la
Palestine.

Ce qui se passe en Tunisie n'est pas simple. L'Europe doit voir clair dans ce qui se joue en Tunisie et dans ce qu'est en
train de mettre en place le président Kais Saied. Oui, il faut soutenir la Tunisie! Il faut permettre aux Tunisiens de faire
face a la crise de la COVID, a la crise énergétique. Il faut donner de l'argent, mais il faut aussi soutenir les citoyens,
soutenir les acteurs, soutenir la démocratie, parce c’est notre responsabilité et qu'il en va de notre honneur.

Thierry Mariani, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, a force d’entendre ces débats en urgence sur les droits
de 'homme et le monde méditerranéen, je me pose une question: existe-t-il une option préférentielle pour les Fréres
musulmans ici, au Parlement européen? Nous sommes en droit de nous poser la question, vu les déclarations faites
aujourd’hui par I'UE et les associations dites de défense des droits de 'homme au sujet de la Tunisie, comme ce fut
dailleurs le cas hier avec 'Egypte.

Quand ce pays était dirigé par les Fréres musulmans d’Ennahdha, sous perfusion d’argent occidental, nous ne trouvions
rien a redire. Heureusement, le peuple tunisien a été plus courageux et a dit stop a la régression de ses meeurs et de ses
finances. Le président Saied est arrivé. Il est arrivé avec un soutien populaire extrémement important. Il tente de rétablir
lautorité politique et l'autorité présidentielle. 1l tente de renouer le dialogue de Tunis avec les institutions financiéres
internationales. 1l tente aussi de rétablir une certaine stabilité politique.

De quoi la Tunisie souffre-t-elle aujourd’hui? D’abord, d’'un voisinage compliqué. Ensuite, d’'une crise inflationniste ou
pour le peuple tunisien, la priorité est de vivre plutot que de survivre. Alors que la Tunisie vient de parvenir a un accord
— cela a été dit — avec le FMI, nous devrions plutot réfléchir a ses cotés sur la maniére de coopérer afin de renforcer la
coopération régionale en Méditerranée. Clest notre intérét sur le plan migratoire, c’est notre intérét sur le plan sécuritaire,
cest notre intérét sur le plan géopolitique, tant les liens culturels avec ce pays sont forts. Nous avons besoin d’un
Maghreb fort, capable d'offrir des opportunités économiques a ses enfants, de lutter contre les islamistes et de participer
a I'équilibre de toute cette région de I'Afrique.

Depuis 2019, le président Saied essaye de renforcer I'Etat, condition essentielle pour que la Tunisie retrouve son enver-
gure régionale et internationale, et je ne pense pas que multiplier les ingérences pour le contraindre a suivre certaines
recettes qui ont systématiquement échoué depuis 2011 soit une bonne chose.

Chers collegues, pour vous, la Tunisie est en face de I'Europe, pour nous, elle est avec I'Europe, dans un intérét partagé
pour notre bien commun: la Méditerranée.

Jan Zahradil, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, Tunisia is the country which started the
Arab Spring, a very promising movement at the beginning, which later on, in most cases, ended up in vain. I still
believe, however, that Tunisia is one exception, a country which started to build genuine parliamentary democracy
with a full-blooded spectrum of well-defined political parties. Of course, it is a country which faces extremely difficult
economic circumstances and it is surrounded by complicated neighbours like, for instance, unstable Libya and also hit
by an unstable security situation and also a country literally next door to us and therefore important.

In two months, Tunisia is facing parliamentary elections, hopefully stabilising the situation, and we in the EU should
therefore just now carefully calibrate what we say and what we do. I believe that we should avoid any interference,
reminding about some bad old habits of patronising the others, because that definitely would not be helpful for mutual
trust.
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[ visited Tunisia several times. I was networking their political parties. I have full trust in their human potential and
ability. So please, let's not spoil the game. Let’s be sensitive and patient and let’s continue to build an equal and fair
partnership with Tunisia.

Emmanuel Maurel, au nom du groupe The Left. — Madame la présidente, depuis l'avénement de la démocratie en 2011 en
Tunisie, l'optimisme et les nombreux espoirs qu'avait soulevés la révolution tunisienne ont fait place, il faut bien le dire
et les collegues l'ont dit, a une forme de scepticisme, d’inquiétude, voire de déception. Aujourd’hui, chacun mesure les
risques qui planent sur cette jeune démocratie avec qui nous entretenons de si étroites amitiés.

Dans ce pays durement touché par la crise sanitaire et sociale, la paralysie de I'Assemblée des représentants du peuple,
mais aussi l'incurie d’'une classe politique issue de la révolution, avaient créé dans l'opinion tunisienne une demande
d’ordre et de stabilité. Cest ce qui expliquait notre retenue au moment des événements de 2021.

Mais depuis, que s'est-il passé ? Le marasme économique demeure, de méme que les inégalités, l'inflation, le déficit
public. Et le pouvoir présidentiel, il faut le dire, s’est considérablement raidi. Il y a eu I'épisode de la Constitution, un
référendum avec un tres faible taux de participation, une forme de résignation dans le peuple et une Constitution qui, il
faut I'admettre, s'éloigne des standards démocratiques que les espérances de la révolution auraient pu nous faire escomp-
ter. Il y a eu aussi des mesures qui limitent la liberté d’expression et le pluralisme politique, avec une loi électorale
largement contestable.

Dans ce cadre-la, que peut-on faire en tant qu'Européens? Bien sir, ne pas s'immiscer dans les élections législatives. Bien
sar, ne pas brandir de sanctions, ce serait absurde. Je pense quant a moi qu'il faut quand méme rappeler la Tunisie a ses
engagements internationaux et poursuivre le dialogue avec la société civile, les mouvements des droits des femmes, les
associations, les syndicats, car vous savez a quel point 'UGTT a un role central dans ce pays.

Ce qui se passe en Tunisie nous concerne parce que nous sommes persuadés, ici, que l'avenir de I'Europe se joue aussi de
lautre coté de la Méditerranée. Alors maintenons ce lien d’amitié mais soyons vigilants et exigeants, un partenaire ferme
mais exigeant.

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). - Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, I am deeply saddened by the
trajectory of Tunisia, a country for which I deeply care. It was once defined as the lighthouse of democracy in North
Africa and in the Muslim world. This light is now dimmed, and since President Saied’s decision to suspend and then to
close the parliament, we have assisted to the painful process of dismantling the progresses achieved previously.

Now, the people are once again in the streets protesting against the illegal suspension of democracy, the judicial perse-
cution of political leaders and NGO activists and the catastrophic economic and social situation with a constitution that
was not shared by the large part of the population.

Dear colleagues, I have an appeal and a request. The appeal is for Presidency Saied: it is not too late to bring back
Tunisia on the right path. Do not deprive the brave Tunisian citizens for what they fought so hard for.

On our side, it is time to reflect on our relationship. We helped and we must continue to help the Tunisian people in
the future, but our support to the government cannot be unconditional. We need to see democracy clearly coming back
in Tunisia, and we must be clear also with President Saied. Only in this way we can be a decisive player in bringing back
the enticing aroma of jasmine that ten years ago led us to believe that a different path was, and is still, possible.



2.6.2023 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie C196/325

Streda 19. oktébra 2022

Gheorghe Falci (PPE). — Doamni presedinte, domnule comisar, stimati colegi, in orice situatie, dar mai ales in contex-
tul actual, agravat de invazia rusi in Ucraina, deficitul de democratie in interiorul Uniunii Europene, dar si la granitele
sale reprezintd un motiv de ingrijorare si, in acelasi timp, un nou prilej de actiune coordonatd intre institutiile europene
si statele membre. Este si cazul evenimentelor din Tunisia, pe care cred cd nu trebuie si le tratim cu usurintd la niciun
nivel, dar pe care cred ci trebuie sd le tratdm totusi constructiv. Desigur, chiar si la nivel diplomatic, Uniunea Europeand
se exprimd de multe ori cu puterea exemplului, ceea ce este esential. Dar cred cd avem obligatia, in limitele tratatelor
noastre, sd sprijinim, mai ales si-i apdrim pe toti cei care luptd democratic pentru libertate, prosperitate si demnitate.
Uniunea Europeand are obligatia de a mentine dialogul viu cu Tunisia si, odatd cu el, speranta tunisienilor pentru
stabilitate si pentru un viitor mai bun.

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar! Die wirtschaftliche und soziale Krise in Tunesien hat in den
letzten Tagen einen dramatischen Hohepunkt erreicht. Der Staatsbankrott konnte am Wochenende nur durch einen
1,9 Milliarden schweren IWF-Kredit verhindert werden. Und der IWF verlangt unpopuldre Reformen, etwa die Gehalter
im aufgebldhten offentlichen Dienst einzufrieren und Subventionen fiir Energie und Lebensmittel zu kiirzen. Gerade
diese Sparpline werden fiir viele Tunesierinnen und Tunesier einmal mehr schmerzhaft sein. Schon seit Wochen gibt
es Grundnahrungsmittel wie Reis und Zucker iiberhaupt nicht mehr zu kaufen, sogar Flaschenwasser war zeitweise
rationiert, zudem ist Treibstoff knapp.

Die Regierung gibt neben dem Krieg in der Ukraine Spekulanten die Schuld, die Lebensmittel horten, um sie dann teuer
auf dem Schwarzmarkt zu verkaufen. Wirtschaftsexperten wiederum sehen die Schuld in der schlechten Haushaltspolitik.
Kurzfristige Kredite allein sichern freilich keine nachhaltige Zukunft. Eine tunesische Studentin fasst in einem Interview
zusammen: Wenn das Geld nicht fiir Reformen eingesetzt wird, fliet es wieder nur in die Taschen der Elite, die mit
ihrer Politik die Jugend aufer Landes treibt. Viele Tunesierinnen und Tunesier suchen den Weg nach Europa. Erst vor
wenigen Tagen mussten 18 junge tunesische Fliichtlinge nach einem Bootsungliick ihr Leben lassen. Die Europiische
Union muss alles tun, damit die Menschen im Land wieder eine Perspektive haben. Tunesien muss schnellstmoglich
zuriick zu Demokratie und damit zu Stabilitit und auch zu Optimismus.

Frédérique Ries (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, des milliers de Tunisiens étaient dans la
rue, ce week-end encore, pour dénoncer la pauvreté, pour dénoncer le chomage, pour dénoncer ces pénuries incessantes
qu'ils vivent au quotidien, appelés et coalisés, certes, par 'opposition, par Ennahdha, évidemment, le parti islamiste au
pouvoir apres le printemps de Tunis. Mais il n’empéche que les Tunisiens vivent, et ce depuis de trop longs mois, une
double peine.

La lutte contre la corruption, promesse cardinale du candidat Saied, reste lettre morte — jusqu'ici, en tous les cas — et ne
saurait justifier ce raidissement des pouvoirs dans les mains du seul président jusqu'a la dissolution, en mars dernier, du
Parlement tunisien. Il n'y a pas de gouvernance sans Parlement et sans contre-pouvoirs, sans justice indépendante, sans
une presse libre. Je veux bien croire — jentendais le premier orateur parler de Dante —, je veux bien croire aux bonnes
intentions du président, mais son chemin n’est pas le bon. L'autocratie n’est jamais le bon chemin.

L’'Union européenne doit bien évidemment maintenir le dialogue, essentiel, un dialogue vigilant, un dialogue exigeant,
avec le partenaire tunisien. Pas de gel, mais pas de soutien tacite non plus, car il ne saurait étre question ici d’alourdir
encore le fardeau des Tunisiens. La démocratie tunisienne est fragile, nous devons les aider a la reconstruire. «Side with
the Tunisian people», c’étaient vos premiers mots, Monsieur le Commissaire, et ils restent plus que jamais d’actualité.

Maximilian Krah (ID). - Frau Prisidentin, meine Damen und Herren Kollegen! Tunesien hat 1956 seine Unabhingigkeit
erlangt, und zwar von einem europdischen Land, von Frankreich. Das heifst, dass in erster Linie einmal die Tunesier
dafiir verantwortlich sind, was in Tunesien geschieht. Ich wundere mich doch immer bei diesen Diskussionen, dass man
den Eindruck hat, das Europdische Parlament wisse besser, wie man Tunesien regiert.
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Das ist nicht unsere Aufgabe, sondern unsere Aufgabe kann es nur sein, in den bilateralen Bezichungen unsere Interessen
zu vertreten und Riicksicht auf die Stabilitdt der gesamten Region zu nehmen. Riicksicht auf die Stabilitdt der ganzen
Region nimmt man nicht, wenn man die dortige Regierung destabilisiert, wenn man sie einseitig kritisiert und wenn
man ibersieht, dass die Krise in Tunesien eben auch eine Folge der Sanktionspolitik ist, die wir als Reaktion auf die
russische Intervention in der Ukraine eingeschlagen haben.

Insofern glaube ich, dass wir lernen miissen, ein wenig weniger eurozentristisch — um nicht zu sagen neokolonial -
aufzutreten und auch uns selbst zu hinterfragen. Tunesien helfen wir nicht durch eine Destabilisierung seiner Regierung,
sondern durch eine Respektierung seiner Autonomie und Unabhingigkeit und durch ein Verstindnis dafiir, dass die
Okonomie ein Ende von Krieg und Sanktionen braucht.

Gilles Lebreton (ID). - Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, la construction de la démocratie n'est pas un fleuve
tranquille, c’est plutét un chemin semé d’embiches. Nous, Frangais, nous en savons quelque chose. Il nous a fallu la
révolution de 1789, le terrible épisode de la Terreur, puis une longue succession de régimes plus ou moins autoritaires,
pour que nous parvenions enfin, dans les années 1870, a stabiliser notre démocratie.

La Tunisie est en train de vivre cette aventure difficile mais passionnante de la construction de sa démocratie. La
révolution de 2011 a prouvé la détermination du peuple tunisien a prendre son destin en main. De graves difficultés
économiques ont toutefois retardé la réalisation de ces objectifs, a tel point qu'une partie de la société a pu céder a la
tentation de l'islamisme.

Ceest dans ce contexte de crise que le président Saied a pris les pleins pouvoirs en juillet 2021. Je veux croire en sa
sincérité quand il affiche sa volonté de redresser son pays et d’instaurer une vraie démocratie. Il a tenu ses engagements.
Une nouvelle Constitution a été adoptée par référendum en aofit dernier et des élections législatives auront lieu en
décembre.

Chers collegues, faisons le pari de la confiance, soutenons le président Saied, aidons la Tunisie.
Zgloszenia z sali

Mick Wallace (The Left). - Madam President, IMF, EU and World Bank-forced austerity and neoliberal reforms are
ripping apart the social safety net in Tunisia, creating a long-running food and fuel crisis that has been made worse by
the war in Ukraine.

The IMF is currently forcing the government to reduce food subsidies in exchange for a new loan that would go to pay
off previous loans. The debt servicing impacts public spending on education and health care. Recent EU assistance is
conditional on freezing public sector hiring, which means that they won’t have drivers for the ambulances that we gave
them, and a brain drain as well because the qualified doctors will leave and go to Europe looking for work.

Tunisia needs credit to import wheat, fuel and medicine and the political West are engaging in debt-trap disaster capi-
talism, forcing reforms that are undoing the possibility of a dignified life for millions of people. We worry about
migrant flows, but we create them with our neo-colonialism.

(Koniec zgloszer z sali)

Olivér Varhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, the debate today showed a large
consensus to remain committed to a strong partnership with Tunisia. We are well aware of the challenging circumstan-
ces the country is experiencing and of the importance of choices of Tunisians in these delicate times, both politically
and economically.

As High Representative | Vice-President Borrell has repeatedly mentioned, we will continue to be attentive to the deve-
lopments, and to pass all the important messages clearly but constructively, with the joint objective to see a sustainable
future for this important partner.

Przewodniczaca. - Zamykam debate.
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17. Aktivna dloha Lukasenkovho rezimu vo vojne proti Ukrajine (rozprava)

Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest o$wiadczenie Komisji w sprawie czynnej roli rezimu
Lukaszenki w wojnie przeciwko Ukrainie (2022/2882(RSP)).

Olivér Vdrhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Dear President, honourable Members of the Parliament, let me thank this
House for again having the situation in Belarus on the agenda.

In addition to the appalling human rights violations that continue and even worsen, Mr Lukashenko has become an
accomplice in Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine. The EU has condemned this involvement of Belarus in the aggres-
sion against Ukraine in the strongest possible terms, and calls on it to refrain from such action and to abide by its
international obligations, including under the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

So far, Belarussian troops have not taken directly part in the war on the ground in Ukraine. On Saturday,
8 October 2022, the Belarusian Government accused Ukraine of planning an attack on the territory of Belarus, clearly
without any foundation. Such accusations serve only the purpose of further escalation of the security situation in the
region.

While Belarussian troops have so far most likely not participated directly on the ground, the very recent missile strikes
and drone attacks against Ukrainian civilians from the territory of Belarus are utterly unacceptable. We urge the
Belarussian authorities to refrain from any further involvement of Belarus in this brutal and illegitimate undertaking.

It is clear that a large majority of Belarussians are against active participation in this war. It would have disastrous
consequences for the Belarussian population, for Ukraine and for the independence and sovereignty of Belarus. The
decision to get further involved in the war would be met by new and strong restrictive measures. All those taking
part in the illegal war of aggression and those responsible for war crimes will be held accountable.

Thijs Reuten, on behalf of the S6D Group. — Madam President, (start of speech off microphone) ... the powerful defiance of
the Belarusian people, whose only wish is to live in freedom and dignity, terrifies this regime. Now, Russia’s losses in
Ukraine threaten his dictatorship. Every single one of Lukashenko’s moves today, from his absurd rhetoric and invitation
for more Russian troops, to his ruthless crackdown on remaining democratic activists and unions, is a blatant sign of his
weakness.

We should give Lukashenko no reason to relax. We must stand ready to help Ukraine prevent another assault from
Belarusian territory and, if necessary, defend itself. Inclusion of Belarus in the upcoming ninth package is crucial. We
must be ready to bring the full force of our sanctions crashing down on the regime the very moment one Belarussian
army boot crosses the border into Ukraine.

The battle for Ukraine’s freedom is also the fight for a democratic Belarus. I therefore urge you, President, but also
Commissioner, to be creative in this fully unique situation and explore ways for our House and our Union to formalise
relations with the Belarusian people and its democratic representatives in Tsikhanouskaya’s United Transitional Cabinet.
Ukraine will win. Belarus will be free.

Petras AuStrevicius, Renew frakcijos vardu. — Ponia posédzio pirmininke, Komisijos nariai, gerbiami kolegos. Lukasenka,
kuris yra neteisétai uzgrobes valdzig Baltarusijoje, toliau remia Rusijos agresija ir tiesiogiai dalyvauja kare prie§ Ukraing.
Pragjusig vasara pasitelkdamas migrantus, Lukasenka pradéjo hibriding atakg prie§ kaimynines Europos Sajungos valsty-
bes: Lietuvg, Lenkijg ir Latvijg. Siandien jis jgalina Rusijos agresija pries Ukraina, leisdamas naudoti Baltarusijos teritorijg
mirtinomis atakoms, griaunan¢ioms Ukrainos miestus ir naikinan¢ioms civilius gyventojus. Paskutiniuose pareiskimuose
LukaSenka spekuliuoja nepagristomis grésmémis Baltarusijai ir neteisétai grasina panaudoti karing jéga pries taikius
kaimynus, tarp jy ir Europos Sgjungos valstybes nares.

Raginu Europos Sajungos iSorés veiksmy tarnybg ir valstybes nares bati ryZtingoms ir pagaliau sumaZinti savo diploma-
tinj buvima Minske. Bei atitinkamai siysti Baltarusijos diplomatus — okupantus i§ savo sostiniy. Neatleistina, kad tie patys
asmenys, kuriems sitloma taikyti sankcijas ir patraukti baudziamojon atsakomybén uz nusikaltimus Zmogiskumui,
naudojasi diplomatiniu imunitetu Vakaruose. Miisy solidarumas su Baltarusijos Zmonémis turi i8likti. Turime ir toliau
tvirtai remti proeuropietiskg Baltarusijos opozicijos veiklg ir suteikti biiting paramg. A§ pabréziu parama laisvés kovoto-
jams, kurie Kalinausko ir Vy¢io batalionuose kaunasi uz Ukrainos laisve. A§ raginu Europos Komisijg, kuri $iuo metu
rengia devintajj sankcijy paketa, papildomai j ji jtraukti Baltarusijos kariskius ir valdininkus, atsakingus uz karing agresija
pries Ukraing ir represijas prie$ Baltarusijos pilieting visuomene. Uz miisy ir Jiisy laisve! Zyvie Belarus!
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Rasa Jukneviciené, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, two war criminals — Lukashenko and Putin — are
holding the Belarusian nation captive and terrorised.

Lukashenko is responsible not only for stealing the elections, but also for giving Belarus sovereignty away to Russia.
Lukashenko and the Iranian regime are helping Russia in its war of aggression against Ukraine. They are responsible for
the war crimes. They must be sanctioned and face justice in an international tribunal.

At the same time, Lukashenko feels vulnerable and scared. He would have opened a second front against Ukraine, but he
knows the true will of the Belarusian people — they are against the Russian aggression, they seek to be good neighbours
for Ukrainians. The Kastu$ Kalinotiski Regiment in Ukraine, formed of Belarusian volunteers, is the true expression of
that will.

There are nearly 1 500 political prisoners of Lukashenko’s regime. The number is growing. [ invite each one of you to
become a godparent to one of the political prisoners. Your postcards, your telephone call to their family will be a
precious signal of support. Let’s make sure not one of them is forgotten.

[ also invite the European Parliament to formalise relations with a democratic Belarus, led by Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya.
Free and democratic Belarus is possible, but we have to help Ukraine to win this war. Ukraine’s victory will bring victory
for free Belarus and free Russia. Let’s do our utmost to achieve this victory.

(The speaker used slogans in non-official languages)

Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, im Namen der Verts/ ALE-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen
und Kollegen! Viktoria und Bogdan, ein junges Paar aus Kiew, erwarteten ihr erstes Kind. Beide wurden vor zwei Tagen
zusammen mit ihrem ungeborenen Kind getotet. Die Drohne, die ihr Haus traf, kam vermutlich aus Belarus.

Damit zum Thema: Lukaschenko und Putin stehen sich in ihren Verbrechen nichts nach. Man muss ihnen mit den
gleichen Mitteln begegnen. Lukaschenko terrorisiert sein eigenes Volk. Er hat die demokratischen Proteste im Jahr
2020 brutal niedergeschlagen, Tausende inhaftiert, viele gefoltert und getdtet. Auch er hat sein Land verraten und dieses
fur den eigenen Machterhalt Putins Regime vollig ausgeliefert. Gegen den erklirten Willen der Bevolkerung lie er
russische Truppen und Raketen in Belarus zu, nur um die ukrainische Bevolkerung zu terrorisieren und zu ermorden.

Gleichzeitig ist Lukaschenko auch ein Feigling. Seine Armee beteiligt sich nicht aktiv am Krieg gegen die Ukraine. Aber
nicht etwa aus moralischen Griinden, sondern weil er Angst hat, die belarussische Armee konnte im Falle eines Marsch-
befehls nach Kiew ihre Panzer auf Minsk selbst richten. Und Lukaschenko ist ebenso ein notorischer Liigner. Er behaup-
tet, die Wahlen vor zwei Jahren gewonnen zu haben, sich nicht am Krieg zu beteiligen sowie nur das Beste fiir sein Volk
zu wollen — lauter Liigen. Am Ende werden Lukaschenko und Putin hoffentlich das gleiche Schicksal teilen und sich vor
dem selben Gericht verantworten miissen. Je frither, desto besser.

Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, against the will of the Belarusian people,
the usurper Lukashenko turns his country into a bridgehead for he Russian army, thus becoming an accomplice in the
war of aggression against Ukraine. He gave his consent to launches of more than 700 rockets on Ukrainian territories
and numerous drones.

Together with Putin and other perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity, he has to be brought to justice.

Mick Wallace, on behalf of The Left Group. — Madam President, our problem with Lukashenko is that he took sides in the
war, just like we did, and we damned everyone that stayed neutral. The Special Advisor to the Commander of Ukraine’s
army, Dan Rice, just told CNN that Russia is trying to get to the negotiating table to try to go back to the 2014 lines,
but Ukraine won't have it.

Why don't we start peace talks for a deal based on a version of the Minsk 2 Agreement, a text that was mediated by the
French and the Germans? We know this war could have been avoided, and peace talks are an option. But our leaders
choose war, even when we know that the majority of Europeans do not want war.
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We tabled an amendment in the last plenary, and we called for the EU and Member States to explore all options for a
peace deal and to try to end the war. It was defeated 436 votes to 118 against peace. Whose interest are these
warmongers serving?

Commissioner, you say that the people of Belarus don’t want war. I agree with you 100%, but I think the people all
across Europe don’t want war. This war — it might suit the US and NATO - it does not suit the people of Europe. We
should be working for peace.

Andrzej Halicki (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Drodzy Pafistwo! Bialoru$ to nie Rosja, to oczywiste. Ale z terytorium
Bialorusi....

(Przewodniczgca przerwata méwcy — brak tlumaczenia ustnego)

Pani Przewodniczgcal Drodzy Panstwo! Bialoru§ to nie Rosja, to oczywiste, ale z terytorium Bialorusi Lukaszenka
pozwala wystrzeliwa¢ rakiety na cywilne obiekty w Ukrainie. Bez pomocy Lukaszenki niemozliwa bylaby zbrodnia w
Buczy. tukaszenka sprzedaje terytorium Bialorusi za ruble i dzi§ rosyjskie grupy wojskowe w zasadzie okupuja ten kraj,
bo tukaszenka nie ma akceptacji swojego spoleczenstwa. Bialorusini nie akceptuja udzialu w tej wojnie i wsparcia dla
tych dzialan. Dlatego musimy bardzo mocno w 9. pakiecie obja¢ sankcjami tukaszenke i jego rezim, ale jednocze$nie
udzieli¢ maksymalnego wsparcia bialoruskiemu spoleczenistwu i opozycji, ktéra zjednoczona dzisiaj ma swoja reprezen-
tacje.

Apeluje o to, by Tymczasowa Rada, Swietlana Cichanouska, ale Rada przede wszystkim, stala si¢ partnerem wszystkich
instytucji europejskich. I jedna rzecz, nie nazywajmy tukaszenki prezydentem. To uzurpator, to zbrodniarz wojenny,
jego miejsce jest przed Trybunalem Haskim, tak jak Putina. Obaj s zbrodniarzami wojennymi i dosiegnie ich sprawie-
dliwos¢. Na Bialorus wolng i demokratyczng nie tylko czekamy, ale musimy wspieraé dzialania, zeby byla faktem. Bedzie
wolna i demokratyczna Biatoru$, Zywie Bietarus!

Juozas Olekas (S&D). — Gerbiama Pirmininke, gerbiamas Komisijos nary, gerbiami kolegos, LukaSenkos reZimas ir
toliau aktyviai palaiko Rusijos vykdoma karg prie§ Ukraing. Jis Baltarusijos teritorijoje priima Rusijos ginkluotas pajégas,
pradeda vykdyti baltarusiy mobilizacija bei i§ savo saugykly teikia ginklus Rusijai. Lukasenka dar karta parodé, kad
vienintelis jo tikslas yra rezimo i$saugojimas. Dél valdZios i$saugojimo jis pasiruoses paaukoti savo Salies suverenitets,
eiti prie§ Baltarusijos Zmoniy, i§ kuriy net 80 procenty nepalaiko Rusijos karo prie§ Ukraina, valig. TaCiau pats
Baltarusijos rezimas yra iSlaikomas Rusijos. Todél Rusijos pralaiméjimas Ukrainoje yra tiesiausias kelias j Baltarusijos
demokratizacija. Europos Sgjungos atsakas turi bati tolimesnis Ukrainos karinis, finansinis ir humanitarinis rémimas.
Europos Sajungos Salys turi nepasiduoti vis dazniau pasitaikantiems Baltarusijos rezimo bandymams uzmegzti kontaktus
su Europos Sgjungos Saliy nariy vyriausybémis. Europos Sajungos pozicija aiski: LukaSenka yra neteisétas prezidentas,
kuris 2020 metais pavogé prezidentinius rinkimus. Europos Sgjunga turi ir toliau sankcijomis aktyviai spausti visus,
kurie susijes ir palaiko LukaSenkos rezimg. O pats LukaSenka turi atsidurti kartu su Putinu specialiame tribunole.

Taip pat mes turime dar labiau paremti Baltarusijos opozicijg ir baltarusius, kurie dél nuolatiniy persekiojimy ir grasi-
nimy buvo priversti i§vykti i§ savo Salies.

Markéta Gregorova (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, Commissioner, do you remember the rigged
elections in 2020? Those massive protests in civil society and international organisations claiming Lukashenko is not a
legitimately elected president. So here we are now, two years later, talking about Lukashenko’s helping a regime, a war
criminal, and dragging Belarusian people to the war, just to please his puppet master in the Kremlin. This is what you
get if you don’t stop dictators once you have a legitimate chance.

Lukashenko is partially a product of our own weakness. I am thinking every other day about Kasia Budzko, whether I
could walk into her cell and get her out. I can’t because I don't have the power. But the Member States show on the
example of Putin that they have the power to stop Lukashenko. And even though they are not here and they are not
listening to either me or Kasia or... (speech off mic)... please do not make the same mistake again. Lukashenko and Putin
must be stopped. We owe it to the victims of the war, and we owe it to all free people in the region.
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Witold Jan Waszczykowski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Panie Komisarzu! Zastanawiamy si¢ od miesiecy, czy
Bialoru$ przystapi do wojny, czy jej zolnierze beda walczy¢ na Ukrainie. Przepytujemy na ten temat panig prezydent
Cichanouskg i polityczng diaspore demokratyczng.

Trzeba pamigtal, ze Bialorus juz jest zaangazowana w ten konflikt. Pierwszy etap konfliktu zaczat si¢ latem ubieglego
roku. Wtedy zaczela si¢ hybrydowa akcja przeciwko Polsce i Litwie. Lukaszenka udostgpnit miejsca do ataku na Ukraing,
udziela pelnego poparcia Putinowi.

Bialoru$ powinna by¢ objeta podobnymi sankcjami jak Rosja — polityczno-dyplomatycznymi, ekonomicznymi i cywili-
zacyjnymi. Lukaszenka powinien by¢ traktowany jak wrég pokoju, jak zbrodniarz wojenny. Zastuguje na
Migdzynarodowy Trybunatl Karny.

Lukas Mandl (PPE). — Madam President, Commissioner, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen. In Belarus, there is something
in place that’s growing in Russia today, but it has been in place in Belarus for more than two years already. Since the
stolen election, there has been a vibrant and active liberation movement, and we should not stop supporting this
liberation movement. We should not take away our sight, our view on this liberation movement, which is active all
over the world.

Belarus is the only country in Europe that was not represented at the so-called European Political Community (EPoC)
event. I like the idea of the EPoC event, even while there are many questions that are open, but it is good that the
countries of Europe come together in this broad format. Why was Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, the head of the liberation
movement, not invited to this event? Why was only Belarus not present? I would really ask, from this side of the
European Parliament, to invite the liberation movement of Belarus. Even the Council of Europe has established a contact
group with the liberation movement of Belarus.

As the title of today’s parliamentary debate is about the war of Russia against Ukraine and the support for Belarus, I
want again to emphasise that this is not only a war against Ukraine; this is a war against all of us. Belarus is also taking
part not only militarily, conventionally in the action of war and in this aggression, but also via hybrid warfare. Just
remember, not that long ago when Lukashenko tried to misuse refugees against our borders, against the European
Union, and more and more. Let’s stick together here and include the liberation movement in our action.

Tonino Picula (S&D). — Madam President, Mr Commissioner, there are so many evidences of an active role of the
Lukashenko regime in the Russian aggression on Ukraine since day one. Belarussian troops may not have been involved
in the conflict; still, dozens of thousands of Russian troops were deployed to Belarus. Belarussian airspace was used for
launching attacks against Ukraine. The supply of weapons for Russian armed forces in Ukraine was organised over the
territory of Belarus.

At the same time, Putin and Lukashenko continued holding meetings to discuss even closer cooperation. Therefore, our
sanctions on Putin and his regime should be mirrored on Lukashenko and his cronies. It's evident that Lukashenko is
malignant. However, his possibilities to influence geopolitics are lesser than Putin’s.

Belarus, the oldest dictatorship in Europe, is a true example of the limited sovereignty theory in practice. Stolen elections
and mass protest brought Lukashenko’s regime under pressure. Putin’s aggression against Ukraine might, hopefully, end
it.

Ivars Ijabs (Renew). — Prezidentes kundze! Godatais komisara kungs! Baltkrievijas pieaugosais atbalsts Krievijas agresijai
lauj mums skaidri redzét to jauno teroristu valstu asi, kas ir Krievija, Baltkrievija, Irana, Ziemelkoreja. Ja, Baltkrievija ir
iesaistita Krievijas kara! Ta ir tikko ka ari atteikusies no kodolbrivas valsts statusa, lai Jautu sava teritorija izmantot
kodoliero¢us un izvietot tos.

Manuprat, tas liek Eiropas Savienibai rikoties simetriski attieciba pret Baltkrieviju — tiesi tada pasa veida ka pret Krieviju.
Pret Lukagenko — tiesi tapat ka pret Putinu, proti, attiecinat uz Baltkrieviju tikpat stingras ekonomiskas un politiskas

minvalstim regiona.
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Meés Latvija — tapat ka Lietuva un Polija — jau bijam spiesti aizstaveét savu teritoriju un ari Eiropas Savienibas aréjo robezu
pret LukaSenko hibridkaru jau kop$ pagajusa gada vasaras. Tad LukaSenko par ieroci padarija tikstosiem migrantu, kurus
tas noziedzigi faktiski spieda pari miisu robezam. So uzbrukumu més atvairijam, un més atvairisim ari nakosos, ja
rikosimies kopa un izlémigi, nevis Jaujot Putina — LukaSenko aliansei miis visus saskelt.

(Posiedzenie zostato na chwilg zawieszone)

Sergey Lagodinsky (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear friends, dear colleagues, dear Commissioner, we are talking
about Belarus today and many things have been already said, but I wanted to emphasise one thing: this is the new three-
fold structure of the Belarusian regime. The unholy trinity of Belarus as we see it now.

First of all, Belarus is a dictatorship, and we know the names, some of them were mentioned here today. Second, Belarus
is an aggressor power. It is a war power, and it is a responsible power in this war, the brutal war that we are experien-
cing. Number three, Belarus is also no more an independent subject of international law, Belarus is an occupied ter-
ritory, and this we have to recognise.

From that, we follow three things. We should double and quadruple our support for the Belarusian opposition, civil
society and the officially recognised and elected President and her team. This was already mentioned here. Number two,
we should make it very clear that a special seat will be reserved for Lukashenko in the tribunal against Russian crimes.
This is something that we have to do now. We have to design the tribunals so that Belarus is also covered by them.
Number three, we should cut our ties with Lukashenko, because not only he is a criminal against his own citizens, he is
also not an independent state anymore.

Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR). - Pani Przewodniczaca! Szanowni Pafistwo! Unia Europejska popelniata w swojej polityce
na Bialorusi pewne bledy, moze naiwno$¢, moze czasem brak pewnej elastycznosci, ale nie jest to miejsce i czas, aby o
tych bledach méwié. Drzisiaj trzeba powiedzie¢ wyraZnie, Ze Bialorus stala si¢ cze$cig maszyny wojennej Rosji Putina, ze
udostepnia swoje garnizony, poligony, sie¢ kolejowa, réwniez transport kolowy, aby zwiekszaé sile agresji rosyjskiej,
takze aby wigza¢ wojska ukraifiskie przy granicy z Bialorusia, co w spos6b oczywisty ostabia kontrofensywe Kijowa na
kierunku potudniowym i wschodnim, co ma kluczowe znaczenie dla Rosjan.

Trzeba powiedzie¢ bardzo jednoznacznie, ze Lukaszenka to nie jest to samo co Putin, ale dzisiaj trzeba bardzo twardo
grozi¢ sankcjami, a opozycje bialoruska trzeba zapytaé, czy aby na pewno ma te sama wizje polityki zagranicznej, o
ktorej my myslimy, ze ma. Bo mam czasem wrazenie, ze niestety ma ona pewne ztudzenia wobec Rosji, co szereg jej
przedstawicieli niestety glosi.

David Lega (PPE). - Madam President, Commissioner, there is no free Ukraine without a free Belarus, and vice versa.
The destinies of Ukraine, Europe and Belarus are interconnected, and therefore it is equally important to enforce the
support of Ukraine’s defence and, at the same time, enforce the support to the democratic movement in Belarus,
because Belarussians don’t support the war. Yet, Belarus is participating in the war. The Russian military constantly
launches missile strikes on civilian facilities in Ukraine from Belarussian territory.

If the leader of Belarus were Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, if the leader were the one that the Belarussian people wanted and
voted for, then Belarus would not be part of the war. This is why the EU must do everything in our power to ensure the
democratic transition in Belarus.

[ ask the Commission to redouble its efforts to support democratic society in Belarus. To the Belarusian people: I stand
in solidarity with you, who are being held hostage by the Lukashenko regime. You deserve to live in a sovereign, free
and democratic country. You deserve peace and safety.

Matthias Ecke (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Vergesst Belarus nicht!
Diese Worte hat Swjatlana Zichanouskaja eindringlich an uns alle gerichtet vergangene Woche, als sie uns in Briissel
besuchte. Sie kimpft mit vielen anderen Mutigen fiir die Freiheit ihres Volkes — eines Volkes, das Diktator Lukaschenko
seit Jahren in Gefangenschaft hilt und entmiindigt. Nun hat er sein Volk auch in einen volkerrechtswidrigen Krieg
verwickelt. Er hat Belarus zum Aufmarschgebiet und zum Abschussgebiet fiir Russlands Angriffe auf die Ukraine
gemacht.
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Das Regime muss seine Unterstiitzung fiir diesen Krieg unverziiglich einstellen. Lukaschenko und seine Lakaien gehoren
als Mitwirkende an Kriegsverbrechen auf die EU-Sanktionsliste. Eine iiberwiltigende Mehrheit der Belarussen will nicht
gegen ihr Nachbarvolk kdmpfen. Wir diirfen ihnen die Tiir nicht zuschlagen. Als EU sollten wir den Menschen aus
Belarus Schutz gewihren, die nicht zum Kanonenfutter Lukaschenkos und Putins werden wollen. Wir stehen an der
Seite der Gerechtigkeit, der Demokratie und des Volkerrechts. Wir vergessen euch nicht!

IN THE CHAIR: EVA KAILI

Vice-President

Billy Kelleher (Renew). - Madam President, stolen elections, political prisoners incarcerated, abuse of basic human
rights, the list is endless. We saw first-hand in 2020, when Lukashenko stole the election and effectively crushed the
opposition.

We stand with the people of Belarus in their hour. But we must do more. We must ensure that we bring forward
sanctions, not against the Belarussian people but against the regime of Lukashenka and his cronies. He is but a Putin
puppet at this stage.

When you look at the fact that troops crossed the border from Belarus to Ukraine on 24 February this year, where war
crimes were committed in Bucha and Irpin, elsewhere north of Kyiv, those troops crossed the border from Belarus.
Lukashenko is as responsible as Putin for the bodies that were taken out of those graves in Bucha and Irpin.

So we do need to be very, very powerful in our support of the opposition people, of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya and
others who stand for democratic accountability in Belarus. We should support them as much as we can in everything
we do. And we should bring forward sanctions against the corrupt regime of Lukashenko and his cronies.

Piernicola Pedicini (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, Russia takes Crimea, and Ukraine attacks Donbas; Russia invades
Ukraine and the USA and Europe send weapons to Ukraine, so Ukraine takes back Donbas, but Russia asks Belarus for
help and Belarus deploys its armies on the border, so NATO does military exercises in the war area and Russia makes
possible the use of nuclear weapons. Where are we going to? This is the problem. This is the question I have.

This plenary should represent European people, and the European people outside this room don't want this escalation.
But I didn’t listen to anyone making a proposal to stop the war, apart from someone. So my final question is, who does
this plenary actually represent?

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! I hope these translation problems are not a hybrid attack by
Lukashenka (Mam nadzieje, Ze te problemy z tlumaczeniem to nie jest atak hybrydowy Lukaszenki). A juz zupelnie powaznie,
chyba dla nikogo w tej Izbie nie jest tajemnicg, ze Lukaszenka dzisiaj, obok takich postaci jak Kadyrow, to takie swoi-
stego rodzaju popychle Putina, bardzo uzyteczne.

[ byliSmy tego $wiadkami, kiedy rozpoczat si¢ ten atak hybrydowy, o ktérym byla tutaj mowa, na Polske i na Litwe, jak
w spos6b niezwykle naiwny, réwniez w tej Izbie, podchodzili Paiistwo do tego pomocnika Putina. Kiedy z tego miejsca
atakowaliScie méj kraj, Polske, kiedy krytykowaliScie rozpoczecie budowy muru, tej zapory na granicy polsko-biatoru-
skiej, padaly tutaj niezwykle emocjonalne i niemadre — Zeby nie powiedzie¢ ostrzej: glupie — slowa. Dzisiaj, kiedy
Finlandia stawia taki mur na granicy z Rosja, na szczedcie takie stowa nie padaja.

A wracajgc na Bialorus, jest oczywiste, Ze wolni Bialorusini, dumni Bialorusini tego pomocnika Putina nie popieraja. Ale
on nadal pozostaje grozny, nadal pozostaje niebezpieczny.
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Riho Terras (PPE). - Madam President, dear colleagues, since 24 February, when Russia launched full-scale war against
Ukraine, Aleksander Lukashenko, an illegitimate leader of Belarus, has been an accomplice to Putin and Russian
Federation. The Belarusian military bases are being used by Russian Federation to prepare the troops for attacking
Ukraine’s cities, villages, Ukraine people.

Today, Putin declared martial law in illegally annexed territories of Ukraine. This is yet another example that he’s
running out of options. He depends more and more on the handful of cronies he has left, including dictator of
Belarus. Though Lukashenko has avoided direct military involvement in this war, his words and actions speak for
themselves. He owes Putin his position and has become fully dependent on Russian dictate. And with that, he has
basically given up the statehood of Belarus.

It is essential that the EU treats Lukashenko regime as a co-conspirator to the crimes against Ukraine people and acts
accordingly by introducing even stricter sanctions against the dictator and his regime.

Isabel Santos (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, a usurpa¢do do poder por Lukashenko ndo é uma novidade e ndo ocorreu
s6 em 2020. Todos nos recordamos das elei¢des de 2010, em que concorreu Andrei Sannikov contra Lukashenko e
como foram manipuladas essas elei¢des. E como muitos, muitos bielorrussos acabaram detidos, devido aos protestos que
ocorreram nas ruas da Bielorrissia.

Mais uma vez, o fendmeno repetiu-se em 2020. Mais uma vez, Lukashenko continuou a frente dos destinos da
Bielorrdssia, numa total usurpagio do poder e numa absoluta manipulacdo, porque sim, sim, Lukashenko sempre foi o
homem de mio e o fantoche de Putin.

Falemos agora também de um momento em que os tambores da guerra soam e os ataques vém de territ6rio bielorrusso.
E 0 momento de elevar o regime de san¢des. E o momento de sancionar claramente Lukashenko e os seus sequazes. Mas
¢é também o momento de olharmos para aqueles como Paulina Panasiuk e Bialiatski e os mais de 1300 presos politicos
na Bielorrissia e ajudarmos a sociedade civil bielorrussa, de uma vez por todas, a libertar-se deste regime ditatorial.

Liudas Mazylis (PPE). - Madam President, we are dealing with a peculiar propaganda phenomenon. Lukashenko’s
regime dragged Belarus into the war against Ukraine, but claims the opposite. Even in this House, we sometimes hear
that Lukashenko is not at war, or at least not yet.

He has been involved in the conventional full-scale war from the very beginning: granting soil, air and logistics to the
Russians, allowing them to attack the northern territories of Ukraine. Now he is preparing a secret mobilisation in
Belarus, motivated by military readiness checks. He has given his security forces full authority to carry out detentions,
prohibit movement, listen to conversations and enter people’s homes without hindrance. Thus, we can expect a new
wave of repressions against the people of Belarus, or possibly even a new migration wave.

The European Union'’s response has to be based on sanctions, and we need them fast. We don’t have to wait for more
Belarussian dictator’s provocative actions. To justify those actions, Lukashenko makes up lies that Ukraine and NATO are
planning an invasion to Belarus. He is simply lying to his own people.

The speaker used a slogan in a non-official language. Stop lying, batka.

Gheorghe Falci (PPE). — Doamnd presedinte, domnule comisar, stimati colegi, cred ci in ceea ce priveste regimul
autoritar din Belarus, orice iluzie privind o anumitd normalizarea situatiei politice la nivelul pluralismului, libertatii de
exprimare sau transferului democratic al puterii atunci cand oamenii decid, s-a spulberat. In acest moment, singura sansa
a supravietuirii regimului autoritar de la Minsk o reprezintd asocierea cu regimul criminal de la Moscova, ceea ce pentru
Uniunea Europeand este inacceptabil, cu atdt mai mult cu cat efectele acestei asocieri se risfrang negativ, tragic si
periculos asupra cetitenilor din Belarus care luptd pentru libertate. Uniunea Europeand are obligatia de a lua toate
misurile legale si morale pentru a impiedica o implicare directd a regimului de la Minsk in rizboiul declansat de rusi
impotriva Ucrainei. Acum este momentul si actiondm ferm si cu eficacitate. Orice altceva va avea un efect negativ
asupra noastrd si asupra aliatilor nostri.
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Colm Markey (PPE). - Madam President, Commissioner and fellow Members, | welcome this debate this evening. There
has not been enough focus on the role of Belarus in this war. By being complicit, Lukashenko is part of Putin’s war
machine.

Mr Lukashenko, it's clear the people of Belarus do not want this war. The Belarusian people want freedom and demo-
cracy. They want rid of Putin and they want rid of you. They stood against you in 2020 and they stand against you still
today.

You say you can’t pay your foreign debt because of sanctions. Well there’s a simple solution: remove the Russian troops
from your country and back the heroic Ukrainian people. If not, you will pay an even higher price.

We in Europe must get tougher on those who side with Putin. If Lukashenko continues to go down this road, his regime
should be hit with the same sanctions as Russia. They must be held accountable for their actions.

We must support the democratic people of Belarus, the people that were elected in 2020. If Europe backs democracy,
Europe will thrive. And I ask you today to support Ukraine, support the opposition in Belarus, and we must do more to
support them and ensure that Putin’s war comes to an end as soon as possible.

Michaela Sojdrova (PPE). — Madam President, (start of speech off microphone) ... government. Lukashenko has sold the
Belarusian people’s international sovereignty to maintain the dictatorship and his power. Lukashenko is just a servant to
Putin. His dependence is so deep that he is willing to deploy his people into the joint regional military group while
letting thousands of Russian soldiers move to Belarus.

Lukashenko is well aware that most Belarusians are against involvement in the Russian war. Hundreds of Belarusian
volunteers are fighting for Ukraine. Belarusians do not want to fight Ukraine for Russian interests. We appreciate the
courage and effort of the democratic opposition facing oppression in Belarus. The EU must maintain its pressure on the
regime and implement appropriate sanctions.

We call on the Commission to submit this proposal and the Member States to respond appropriately. We support the
democratic Belarusian opposition and its leader, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, in their fight, including journalists and stu-
dents, who continue their fight in exile. We will stand by you until the freedom prevails.

(Exclamation in Belarusian)

Janina Ochojska (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Tak samo jak Putin zmienit plany i zrezygnowat z planu demokraty-
zacji Rosji z obawy o utrzymanie wladzy, tak samo Lukaszenka zgodzi si¢ na okupacje wlasnego kraju, aby chronié
swojg dyktature. Kolejnym dowodem na aktywng role Lukaszenki w tej wojnie s3 setki pociskéw wystrzelonych z
terytorium Bialorusi w kierunku Ukrainy. Putin wcigz wywiera coraz wigksze naciski na Lukaszenke, aby ten aktywnie
wlaczyt si¢ do wojny ladowe;j.

Apeluje, zZeby nie utozsamiaé rezimu biatoruskiego z narodem biatloruskim. Pamigtacie ich codzienne protesty przeciwko
sfalszowanym wyborom? Wstyd mi, ze pomiedzy moim krajem, Polska, a Bialorusig stoi mur hanby. Kazdy nardd
pragnie zy¢ w wolnosci i rezimy w Bialorusi i w Rosji w koficu upadna, mur réwniez.

Catch-the-eye procedure

Clare Daly (The Left). - Madam President, but [ have to say it takes some neck for Irish MEPs, whose parties in
government have allowed three million US troops to use Shannon Airport on their way to theatres of war in
Afghanistan and Iraq, to come in here and give out about Belarus allowing Russian troops to do the same on the way
to war in Ukraine.

If Belarus has an active role in the war in Ukraine, and I believe it does, well then so does Europe. We are supplying
heavy weapons, tanks and artillery, military assistance, intelligence and logistics — all of these amount to support for a
conflict party in international law, violating the law of neutrality, making us all conflict parties, providing a mechanism
for a runaway escalation with the profound risk of a world-ending nuclear exchange.
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So why are we giving out about the sovereign country of Belarus for doing exactly what we are doing, albeit on the
other side? All third countries, Belarus and the EU, should be reducing their role, urging a ceasefire and facilitating a
peace agreement.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, el sefialamiento de la Rusia de Putin como una amenaza a
la paz y a la seguridad en Europa ha obligado a un buen nimero de Estados miembros a revisar su propio historial de
relaciones politicas, diplomdticas, estratégicas y energéticas con la Rusia de Putin, pero no es el caso de Bielorrusia.

Nadie se ha llevado a engaiio. Todo el mundo sabe que es la dictadura que mds perdura de Europa. Lleva treinta afios en
un poder crecientemente represivo, falseando elecciones, y, por tanto, constituye, para empezar, una amenaza a la propia
ciudadania de Bielorrusia, que merece toda la solidaridad de la Unién Europea.

Ese es nuestro primer cometido, pero nadie puede ignorar que considerar a Bielorrusia también agresor de Ucrania vy,
por tanto, considerarle un actor diferenciado y complementario de Rusia en la guerra contra Ucrania, es una decision
que lleva implicaciones estratégicas que deben ser muy sopesadas, porque significa —reconozcdmoslo— una internacio-
nalizacion de la guerra, que llamamos «la guerra de Putin», para implicar a un tercer actor que, formalmente, sigue
siendo un Estado soberano independiente.

Rusia ha sido recientemente expulsada del Consejo de Europa. Bielorrusia nunca estuvo en el Consejo de Europa. Nunca
se le admitié como socio de la comunidad de Derecho y por la paz en Europa. Por tanto, sefialar a Bielorrusia como un
agresor de Ucrania es una decision estratégica que tiene que ser ponderada con todas sus consecuencias.

Miriam Lexmann (PPE). - Madam President, dear colleagues, thank you very much. The illegitimate regime of
Aleksander Lukashenko continues to press the Belarusian people and deny their desire for a free Belarus. On top of
that, Lukashenko sold Belarus sovereignty to Kremlin, and his illegitimate regime is providing daily assistance to Russian
terror against the brave Ukrainians.

Lukashenko, like Putin, is an aggressor and one day they must face justice. However, we must also ensure that as we
continue to support the Ukrainian people against Russian aggression, we must also double our efforts to support the
Belarusian people in their desire for freedom.

The Belarusian democratic opposition, whom we have supported for many years, now needs us more than ever to aid
their efforts at home and from exile. Because, without a free, democratic and sovereign Belarus, there cannot be a free,
democratic and sovereign Ukraine.

(Exclamation in Belarusian)
(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Olivér Virhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of this House, let me thank the
Parliament for again having the situation in Belarus on its agenda.

In addition to the appalling human rights violations that continue and even worsen, Mr Lukashenko has become an
accomplice in Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine. We have condemned — all of us — the acts he’s undertaking.

And for that reason, I think this House needs to continue to engage also with the opposition, the democratic opposition
of Belorussia, and continue to reach out to them and invite them.

President. — The debate is closed.

18. Vysledky prvého zasadnutia Eurépskeho politického spolocenstva (rozprava)
President. - I give the floor to the Minister for European Affairs, Mr Bek, for the Council.

Mikulds Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Commissioner, on 6 October,
historically, the very first meeting of the European Political Community took place in Prague. This meeting established a
new political platform, a platform that is not just another format for cooperation in Europe, but a very powerful
opportunity to restore peace and prosperity to Europe by bringing together leaders from European countries on an
equal footing and in a spirit of unity.
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Challenges that we are facing today are not limited to the EU borders. That is why the meeting was attended not only by
leaders of EU Member States, but also of other European countries with whom the EU has close relations and who share
an interest in the peace and prosperity of the European continent.

Apart from the leaders of 43 European countries, the President of the European Council, Charles Michel, and the
President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, also participated in the discussion. The main goal of
this meeting and of establishing this format was not to replace existing organisational structures nor processes, but to
foster political dialogue and cooperation. I am happy to say that this goal was definitely fulfilled, as leaders addressed
issues of common interest during a plenary session, a working dinner, for thematic roundtables and dozens of bilaterals.

The plenary session was opened by Prime Minister Fiala, who laid out the goals of the meeting of this unprecedented
format and highlighted that it was Russia’s unjustified and illegal aggression against Ukraine which led leaders from all
around Europe to meet in one place.

During the four parallel thematic tables, two most pressing topics were discussed: the connection between energy, the
climate and the economy and peace and security on the European continent.

Lastly, during the dinner, leaders had the opportunity to hear the main takeaways from the set thematic roundtables and
discuss them further. No written conclusions were adopted, as the goal was not to weigh down productive discussions
by difficult negotiations on an outcome text.

The first meeting was a definite success and Europe made a big step towards the strengthening of the security, stability
and prosperity of the continent and devising common solutions for common challenges. However, our work doesn’t end
there, that is why all participating leaders decided to continue cooperation within the EPC format. Future meetings are
planned to take place in Moldova, Spain and the United Kingdom.

Olivér Vérhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of the Parliament, on 6 October,
President von der Leyen and High Representative Vice-President Borrell participated in the first summit of the European
Political Community in Prague, together with President Charles Michel.

It was a historic event with 44 European leaders who came to discuss how to preserve security, stability and prosperity
through cooperation in Europe. The leaders shared a sense of usefulness to discuss strategic issues. In that regard, the
Russian invasion of Ukraine was particularly raised by the leaders as a direct attack on European and global order.

It is also a frontal assault on the basic tenets of the post-Cold War European and international security order that Russia
had signed up to itself. Hence a fundamental question: on what principles can we best organise the political and security
order of Europe?

For the foreseeable future, it is impossible to conceive a new security order or peace architecture in Europe, of which
Russia would be an integral part. Russia remains a geographical neighbour and a member of the international system,
but right now we have to build a European security order without the Kremlin.

In Prague, European leaders sent a strong signal directed not only to Russia but also to the rest of the world about
Europe’s sincerity with regard to defending a rules-based multilateral order and enshrined in the UN Charter, and against
the backdrop of Russia’s weaponisation of energy and food that is affecting the European and global economy.

The Prague meeting demonstrated the need for a common resolve and action underpinned by a broader and longer-term
strategic approach amongst Europeans. The European Political Community (EPC) represents an opportunity to put that
common resolve into action. It provides for a political impulse and constitutes a vital structuring element across the
continent.
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The EPC is also about a community in the original sense, since all participating states have a common interest in its
broad objective: a community of shared principles through an alignment on principles that guarantee peace and stability
on the continent. An illustration is an agreement facilitated by President Michel and President Macron to establish a
civilian EU mission in Armenia alongside the border with Azerbaijan.

A community of resilience to reduce the exposure and vulnerability of our countries to risks and threats of an increa-
singly hybrid nature. This would include, inter alia, economic security and energy resilience. The connection of Ukraine
to the European electricity grid when Russia weaponised energy is an example.

A community of cooperation aimed at strengthening economic cooperation, interconnectedness and cross-border secto-
ral cooperation. Hence the talks in Prague about energy interconnectors in the North Sea and the Balkans, and streng-
thening production capacity with countries such as Norway and Azerbaijan.

Finally, a community that adds value to existing institutions and formats. The EPC is complementary to the EU policies
and the other regional frameworks, particularly enlargement, which remains our most relevant geopolitical tool. The
EPC is not about competing with other existing international structures such as the OSCE and NATO, our most vital
partners in upholding the Euro Atlantic security.

Honourable Members, we need to back up our words with actions to demonstrate alternatives to the Russian way of
exploiting vulnerabilities by the power of the stronger. Therefore, we must seek to seize this momentum to show
European unity and strength.

David McAllister, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Commissioner Vérhelyi, Minister Bek, ladies and
gentlemen, dear colleagues, Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine has been a wake-up call for all of us. In this
context, it is crucial that we intensify our relations with our strategic partners all over the globe, and especially with our
like-minded neighbours in Europe.

In this regard, I very much welcome the inaugural meeting of the European Political Community. Minister Bek, let me
thank the Czech Presidency for hosting, organising and making this event a success, dékuji.

This new platform has potential. The gathering of the 44 leaders delivered some concrete results, as Commissioner
Virhelyi just mentioned. For example, the organisation of a civilian EU mission on the border between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, or in the case of agreeing on a future bilateral summit between the United Kingdom and France. As such,
the European Political Community can foster political dialogue for the benefit of our entire continent.

However, it is clear that the European Political Community cannot replace existing EU policies and instruments, notably
enlargement. It has to fully respect the European Union’s decision-making autonomy. The European Political Community
should not create a two-speed Europe.

Now, a strategic follow-up to a meeting in Prague is key to shape the future work of the EPC. This new format should be
used to deliver concrete solutions to Europe’s most pressing issues.

Pedro Marques, em nome do Grupo SED. — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio Varhelyi, Ministro Bek, colegas, a
criagdo da Comunidade Politica Europeia como férum de didlogo politico e cooperagio ao mais alto nivel é um passo
na dire¢do de solugdes para a paz, a seguranga, a estabilidade e a prosperidade na Europa.

A participagdo dos paises europeus, naturalmente deixando a Russia e a Bielorrissia de fora, mostrou uma frente unida
a favor do multilateralismo do direito internacional, deixando o regime russo ainda mais isolado politicamente na sua
guerra de agressio contra a Ucrania. E importante prosseguir com este mecanismo de didlogo para fazer face a tantos
desafios que o continente enfrenta, sem prejuizo dos niveis e estruturas institucionais existentes, cujo papel estd conso-
lidado e ao qual esta comunidade politica europeia ndo deve, ndo pode sobrepor-se, como o Conselho da Europa, ou a
OSCE.
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E sem prejuizo também de politicas da Unido, bem estabelecidas, nomeadamente a politica de alargamento e a de
vizinhanga, que ndo podem ser enfraquecidas e, pelo contrdrio, precisam elas proprias de um forte impulso que deve,
alids, evoluir a par da reforma institucional e do aprofundamento da Unido.

Este ¢, assim, um espaco de didlogo entre Estados europeus, importante no momento atual, que deve reforcar a rele-
vancia geopolitica da Europa sem fragilizar nenhuma das nossas instituigdes.

Marie-Pierre Vedrenne, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, Monsieur le
Ministre, le 6 octobre dernier, 44 pays souverains se sont retrouvés a Prague, rassemblés parce que ce qui nous unit
est plus grand que ce qui nous différencie. Dialoguer ensemble, faire ensemble, c’est la le projet de la Communauté
politique européenne.

Le 9 mai dernier, Emmanuel Macron a initié cette architecture pour relever, a I'échelle de notre continent, les défis d'un
monde de plus en plus complexe Et la présence de ces 44 Etats démontre Iimpérieuse nécessité de cet espace de
coopération complémentaire a l'action de 'Union européenne. De ce dialogue ressort, et doit ressortir encore davantage,
l'unité européenne. De la condamnation unanime de l'agression de I'Ukraine par la Russie a la volonté d’agir concrete-
ment et efficacement pour les peuples européens, ce rendez-vous constitue un premier pas réussi — merci a la présidence
tcheque.

Sécurité, indépendance énergétique, cybercriminalité ou encore politique pour la jeunesse, il nous faut concrétiser encore
davantage des projets politiques, économiques et culturels. Alors, plus que jamais, batissons ces passerelles entre nous;
plus que jamais, répondons aux attentes des peuples européens; plus que jamais, soutenons la Communauté politique
européenne.

Jordi Solé, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, the biggest achievement of the first European Political
Community Summit is probably that it happened at the moment it happened. Bringing together 44 leaders from across
the continent at a time of war and overlapping crises in Europe is something positive, particularly given the need for
political and security cooperation, as well as the need to send another strong message to the Kremlin as regards its
isolation.

A flexible format where leaders can meet and discuss issues of common interest and also hold bilateral or trilateral
meetings is certainly not useless. There always has to be a space for dialogue. For instance, the fact that on the margins
of the summit, the leaders of France, Azerbaijan, Romania and the President of the European Council could meet and
discuss the armed conflict in the South Caucasus, apparently achieving some progress, is a positive spillover from the
summit.

That being said, the summit was not exactly a meeting of democratic leaders, given the presence of certain authoritarian
rulers who make a mockery of democracy. Macron’s original idea of gathering, and I quote, ‘democratic [European]
nations that subscribe to our shared core values’, will have to wait for better times. Nevertheless, we must hope that
the European Political Community will become an instrument for dialogue that, at least in the long run, will contribute
to the goal of bringing European states closer, not only in terms of interest, but also in values.

Gilles Lebreton, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, la Communauté politique européenne
sest réunie pour la prem1ere fois le 6 octobre dernier. Elle a rassemblé a Prague les présidents ou chefs de gouvernement
de 44 Ftats européens, parmi lesquels les 27 membres de 'Union européenne, mais aussi des Etats comme le
Royaume-Uni, 'Arménie et I'Ukraine.

Cette nouvelle instance aurait pu étre une bonne idée si elle avait préfiguré la création d’'une Europe des nations de type
confédéral. A terme, elle aurait alors pu constituer une alternative respectueuse de la souveraineté des Etats européens au
modele trop centralisateur de 'Union européenne.

Hélas, c’est de linverse dont il sagit. Elle m'a en effet été créée, a linitiative du président Macron, que pour attirer les
Etats européens indépendants dans l'orbite de I'Union. C'est ce qui explique que le président du Conseil européen et la
présidente de la Commission européenne aient été conviés a y siéger. Bien loin d’annoncer une Europe des nations, la
Communauté politique européenne n’est donc que l'expression de l'impérialisme de 'Union qui tente de profiter de la
fragilité du Royaume-Uni sous Liz Truss et de la détresse de I'Arménie et de I'Ukraine pour avancer ses pions.
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L'échec de la réunion du 6 octobre, qui n'a débouché sur rien, montre la vanité de cette entreprise. La Communauté
politique européenne est morte, vive I'Europe des nations!

Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, Minister, Commissioner, despite question marks, I wel-
come the EPC’s additional informal format to face the enormous security challenges we face in Europe. Good that UK
and Turkey were there. Good that Russia and Belarus were not there. Good that Armenia and Azerbaijan used our table
instead of the Moscow-based one.

I urge European leaders to invite the legitimate representative of Belarusian people to the next meeting of the EPC and
discuss the security situation there.

Helmut Scholz, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, Herr Minister! Laut Petr Fiala bietet
die EPG eine besondere Gelegenheit fiir Staaten, die dazu bestimmt seien, zusammenzuleben, aber normalerweise kaum
Gelegenheit zum Reden bekommen. Hier stimme ich zu.

Wir brauchen Formate, um den politischen Dialog, die Suche nach Losungen fiir die vielen komplizierten vor uns
stehenden Aufgaben zu erméglichen. Dafiir brauchen wir jetzt politischen Weitblick und vielleicht noch viel mehr
politischen Mut. Die EPG kann ein Schritt in diese Richtung sein. Wie konnen die 27 EU-Mitgliedstaaten gemeinsam
mit vielen anderen politischen Kriften auf unserem Kontinent die alles entscheidende Frage nach einem radikal notwen-
digen sozial-6kologischen Umbau konkret angehen, um den Klimawandel zu bewiltigen und wieder Frieden zu gewin-
nen?

1973, als die Konferenz iiber Sicherheit und Zusammenarbeit in Europa begann, war noch nicht abzusehen, welche
Bedeutung die Schlussakte von Helsinki einmal haben wiirde. Wir sollten uns daran erinnern. Angesichts der
Herausforderungen sollten wir aus der EPG vielleicht ein handlungsfihiges Format a la KSZE 2.0 machen, das nicht
nur Austausch und vertrauliche Gespriche sehr verschiedener und sicher nicht nur gleichgesinnter Partner ermogliche,
sondern in konkreten, verbindlichen Auflagen miindet. Lernen wir aus dem Scheitern von Paris 1990, schniiren wir jetzt
ein Paket, um handlungsfihige Strukturen zu schaffen.

Ivan Vilibor Siné&i¢ (NI). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, na sastanku lidera europskih zemalja od Islanda do Azerbajdzana
u Pragu, razgovaralo se, medu ostalim, i o energiji i energetskoj neovisnosti.

Hrvatski premijer otiao je ondje tek nekoliko dana nakon §to se pokazalo da je upravo on donio odluku o gasenju nase
rafinerije u Sisku i izvozu nafte iz Hrvatske. Gurnuo je nasu hrvatsku kolonijalnu poziciju, pa iako imamo svoju sirovu
naftu, nju sada izvozimo, a uvozimo gotove naftne derivate. Nakon ovog skandala, svaka normalna vlast daje ostavku,
ali ne i korumpirani despoti u Hrvatskoj; odgovornosti njima nepoznat pojam. Na§ predsjednik Vlade, koji radi protiv
vlastite zemlje i njezinih energetskih kapaciteta, ne moze savjete o energetici, u Pragu, davati drugim drzavama. Nedavno
su uhiceni ljudi naftne kompanije u Hrvatskoj, koje je postavio upravo on i njegova stranka, zbog velike pljacke plina.

U reziji te vladajule stranke, u Hrvatskoj su se razvile razne koruptivne mreze koje potkapaju energetski sustav. Jedva su
docekali priliku da, pod krinkom poskupljenja energenata na medunarodnom trzistu, dodatno zagrabe u dzepove gra-
dana kako bi uzeli sebi. Takvim ljudima trebalo bi zabraniti ulazak u europske institucije, a ne ih zvati da odlu¢uju o
nasim sudbinama.

Lukas Mandl (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar Vérhelyi! Ich bewundere Thr Durchhaltevermdgen heute Nacht
hier im Europdischen Parlament.

Meine Damen und Herren, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Es ist gut, dass wir hier parlamentarisch beraten, was die
Regierenden in den Mitgliedstaaten machen. Sie haben die European Political Community, die Europdische Politische
Gemeinschaft, ins Leben gerufen. Und ich sehe, um es mit einem Sprichwort auszudriicken, das Glas halb voll. Es ist
gut, dass ganz Europa zusammenkommt, dass die EU sich gewissermaflen um das gesamte europiische Territorium
kiimmert, denn das ist auch ihr Auftrag, ihre Mission: allen auf diesem Kontinent das zukommen zu lassen, was Europa
bedeuten kann, auch wenn das ein weiter Weg ist.
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Es wire aber schlecht, wenn diese Europdische Politische Gemeinschaft dazu fithrt, dass vorhandene Prozesse der
EU-Integration gewissermafen in eine Schublade kommen, in einen Topf geworfen werden, und dann Prozesse, die
sehr weit fortgeschritten sind in Richtung Europiische Union, moglicherweise noch weiter ins Stocken geraten, als es
ohnehin schon passiert ist, vor allem mit dem Westbalkan.

In der Vergangenheit hat die Europiische Union sich sehr, sehr viele Fehler geleistet. Das darf nicht mehr passieren.
Montenegro ist beitrittsreif, mit Albanien und Nordmazedonien braucht es Beitrittsverhandlungen. Kosovo und Serbien
gehort gelost. Beide gehoren in die Europdische Union, Serbien dann, wenn Serbien auch die europidischen Werte mit-
tragen wird. Bosnien und Herzegowina hat jetzt Kandidatenstatus. Die Staaten der Ostlichen Partnerschaft — Republik
Moldau, Georgien, Ukraine — gehoren anders integriert. Und wir brauchen ein viel besseres Verhaltnis zur Schweiz und
zu GrofSbritannien und Nordirland. Auch Aserbaidschan, Armenien waren vertreten in der European Political Community.
Belarus gehorte vertreten mit der Befreiungsbewegung.

Also jeder Staat, der beteiligt ist, hat einen anderen Status. Das muss man weitersehen, dann kann das Zukunft haben.
Und auch wenn es eine parlamentarische Dimension gibt, dann kann es Zukunft haben.

Domeénec Ruiz Devesa (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, queridos colegas, efectivamente, nos encontramos ante el proyecto
de la Comunidad Politica Europea que, a la vista de lo que fue la Cumbre de Praga —por cierto, muy bien organizada
por la Presidencia checa—, un foro de encuentro entre Estados europeos, es decir, no solo entre aquellos que son
miembros de la Unién Europea... Como digo, a la vista del resultado y de las expectativas que ha generado, es positivo
que haya un foro que vendria a cubrir algiin tipo de vacio, en la medida en que desarrolla una funcién que no es la de la
OTAN, donde estdn los americanos, o la de la OSCE, donde también estdn los americanos, ni la del Consejo de Europa,
que estd dedicado fundamentalmente a la cuestion de los derechos humanos. En la medida en que haya un espacio de
encuentro, de lanzar proyectos en comiin, de hacer frente comtn frente a la agresién rusa en Ucrania, me parece
positivo.

Ahora bien, debe quedar claro, como ha sefialado el alto representante, Josep Borrell, en su blog, que no puede ser una
alternativa a la ampliacién. Tiene que afiadir valor a los formatos existentes —a lo que ya me he referido—, tiene que
ser una comunidad de principios compartidos y tiene que tener una estructura muy ligera. No podemos crear mds
secretariados, nuevas estructuras, porque la estructura institucional que realmente existe, y que tenemos que seguir
ampliando y profundizando a la vez, es la Uni6én Europea.

Klemen Groselj (Renew). — Spostovani! Evropska politi¢na skupnost je pobuda, ki je prisla v za Evropo in EU pravem
Casu. Nisem pa prepriCan, ali bo prinesla tudi rezultate, ki jih zaostrene geopoliticne razmere v SirSem evropskem
prostoru zahtevajo.

Sam upam in pri¢akujem, da gre za idejo klju¢nega povezovanja najsirSe mozne skupnosti evropskih drzav, ki so v
danih zaostrenih geopoliti¢nih razmerah, ko se soo¢amo z agresijo in napadi ne samo na vrednote in nacela, na katerih
temelji EU, ampak na katerih temelji sodobna povojna svetovna ureditev, trdno zavezane k obrambi demokracije, ¢love-
kovih pravic, vladavine prava in politikam krepitve mednarodnega sodelovanja ter spostovanja mednarodnega prava.
Torej koalicija drzav, ki ne samo da ne sprejema, ampak zavraca svet, temelje¢ na surovi modi. In tu je skupnost, ki jo
danes potrebujemo.

Nikakor pa ne sme postati Evropska politicna skupnost nadomestilo za Siritveni proces, saj ta zasleduje cilje Evropske
unije, ki jih Evropska politicna skupnost ne more uresniciti.

Gunnar Beck (ID). — Frau Prisidentin! Anfang Oktober trafen sich die Regierungschefs aller europdischen und kaukasi-
schen Staaten sowie der Tiirkei, nicht aber Russlands und von Belarus, in Prag zum ersten Treffen der Europiischen
Politischen Gemeinschaft EPG, einer neuen Einrichtung — neu, aber unklar ist ihr Zweck und was genau sie vom Euro-
parat unterscheidet.

Einziges Thema: der Ukraine-Krieg. War der Zweck, illegale Angriffskriege zu verurteilen? Warum war dann der Prisi-
dent von Aserbaidschan anwesend, der einen Angriffskrieg gegen Armenien anzettelte? Ging es um Geschlossenheit
gegeniiber Russland, so zeigen Ungarn und Macrons Haltung: Auch die EU ist nicht einig. Und bessere franzosisch-
britische Beziehungen bediirfen keiner 41 anderen Regierungschefs. Eigentlich ging es nur ums Hindeschiitteln und
unverbindliches Licheln in schweren Zeiten. Das Benzin und die Treibstoffe fur die Prag-Reise hitte man sich sparen
konnen - eingedenk der Energiekrise gewiss sinnvoller.



2.6.2023 Uradny vestnik Eurépskej tinie C196/341

Streda 19. oktébra 2022

Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Madam President, dear colleagues, dear guests, after the Second World War in Europe, a
group of eight statesmen, mostly Christians, came together and found ways not only how to reconcile themselves with
each other, but how to bring peace to prosperity in Europe.

To do so, they came up with a European project founded on two pillars: safeguarding the respect of fundamental rights
— and that’s how we have the Council of Europe now. And the other one, it is economic cooperation — and we have the
European Communities. The European Community later became the European Union, which from an economic coop-
eration between sovereign states, became a political union, which currently is undermining, unfortunately, the sove-
reignty of our nations.

The European Political Community now proposed by Macron, seems to want to replace the other pillar of the European
project, mainly safeguarding the fundamental rights of all the people. Europe is not a political community, but a mosaic
of free and sovereign nations and states. If we want to defend and protect the rights of all of our citizens, we should
keep it so.

Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, suoCeni s krizom bez presedana, svjesni smo potrebe za otvore-
nim dijalogom s nasim europskim susjedima. Pocetkom listopada, dakle, svjedocili smo okupljanju lidera zemalja Europe
na dogadanju koje e u blizoj buduénosti definirati i odnos Europske unije s ostalim drzavama kontinenta - osnivanju
Europske politicke zajednice.

Dakle, kolegice i kolege, radi se o platformi, rekla bih, za poticanje politickog dijaloga koji nam je uvijek potreban i
suradnju s ciljem rjeSavanja pitanja od zajednickog interesa te jacanje stabilnosti, sigurnosti i blagostanja. Pri tome je
potrebno jo§ jednom naglasiti kako ona ne zamjenjuje niti jednu politicku organizaciju, strukturu ili proces. Naprotiv,
Europska politicka zajednica dokaz je vaZnosti razmjene miSljenja u teskim vremenima u kojima se nalazimo.
Organiziranjem ovako Sirokog formata za razgovor, dodatno smo pokazali i dokazali vaznost multilateralizma u danasn-
jim medunarodnim odnosima.

Uz to, Europska unija potvrdila je kako i dalje ima mo¢ okupljanja drzava u svom blizem susjedstvu. Ovakav iskaz meke
modi nosi znacajnu geopoliticku teZinu na kontinentu koji se suocava s najve¢im sukobom od Drugog svjetskog rata.
Da, razgovaralo se o brojnim izazovima: od postivanja medunarodnog prava, gospodarstvu, energetskoj sigurnosti... I
da, tamo je bio i hrvatski premijer.

Hrvatska e povecanjem kapaciteta LNG terminala na otoku Krku imati moguénost za opskrbu i Slovenije, Slovacke,
Bosne i Hercegovine i Madarske i to upravo zahvaljujuéi Vladi koju Sest godina, upravo danas, vodi premijer Plenkovic.
Stoga su bizarne ocjene populistickog karaktera koje smo ¢uli maloprije, ¢iji su autori, kolege, bili gosti Rusije na
razli¢itim politickim skupovima.

Tonino Picula (S&D). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, europska politicka zajednica najprije mora dokazati $to ona nije. Ne
smije ni na koji nacin usporiti procese daljnjeg prosirenja Europske unije, a jo§ manje postati alternativa punopravnom
¢lanstvu u Europskoj uniji.

U jeku ruske agresije na Ukrajinu i dalekoseznih geopolitickih promjena, doista ne smijemo razvodniti nakon dugo
vremena obnovljeni interes za politiku prosirenja. Osim toga, bit ¢e vrlo tesko odrzati jednu strukturu koja bi se pozi-
cionirala negdje izmedu utvrdenih procedura Europske unije i labavosti neformalnog politickog foruma. Isto tako,
skepsu proizvodi ¢injenica kako jedna tako $iroka mreZa sudionika podrazumijeva izuzetno heterogeno drustvo, po
mnogim karakteristikama. S toliko razli¢itih interesa u igri raste Sansa da nijedan u konacnici ne bude zadovoljen.

Kona¢no, smatram da takva zajednica, uvodeéi divergentne politicke vrijednosti, predstavlja neizvjesnu korist za sam
europski projekt. Zahtjev Velike Britanije da se npr. uklone zastave Europske unije s osnivackog skupa, mozda najbolje
ilustrira dubinu proturje¢ja izmedu ambicija i realnosti europske politicke zajednice.

Charles Goerens (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, la Communauté politique européenne, qui est-ce ? Pour le
moment, ce sont 44 chefs d’Etat et de gouvernement européens qui se sont rencontrés a Prague pour échanger sur les
menaces qui pesent sur nos démocraties. Ce sont des pays qui connaissent des degrés d'intégration européenne diffé-
rents; 27 sont membres de I'Union européenne, 30 sont membres de 'Espace économique européen, 28 sont membres
de 'OTAN, tous sont membres du Conseil de I'Europe et de I'OSCE.
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Cela m'inspire deux remarques. Premiérement, si, comme décidé a Prague, cette structure est appelée a devenir pérenne,
elle n'a pas vocation a se substituer au Conseil de 'Europe ni a 'OSCE. Deuxi¢emement, la date de la premiere réunion a
été bien choisie pour montrer quau-dela de nos divergences traditionnelles, nous refusons la barbarie. Enfin, il y a lieu
de saluer que la plupart des pays européens restent soudés autour d’un socle de droits et de devoirs qu'implique 'adhé-
sion aux valeurs civilisatrices qui sont le fondement du monde libre.

Zdzistaw Krasnodebski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca!l Pomimo niektorych glosdéw sceptycznych ja uwazam, ze euro-
pejska wspolnota polityczna moze odegraé wazna role w uzgadnianiu wspélnego stanowiska i konsolidacji panstw
europejskich w obecnej sytuacji agresji Rosji na Ukraing. Najwazniejszy jest format tego gremium. Biorg w niej udziat
panstwa, ktore nie chcg przystapi¢ do Unii Europejskiej, jak Szwajcaria, lub do niej powrdcié, jak Wielka Brytania. I
przypominam, ze europejska wspdlnota polityczna i kulturowa jest szersza niz sama tylko Unia Europejska. Wielka
Brytania udziela wigkszej pomocy militarnej Ukrainie niz takie panstwa jak Niemcy i Francja, a wigc tym samym
bardziej niz te pafistwa przyczynia si¢ do bezpieczefistwa krajow czlonkéw Unii sgsiadujgcych z Rosja. Szwajcaria
udziela Ukrainie pomocy humanitarnej. Dobrze wigc, ze pojawia si¢ nowy format, w ktérym mozemy wspdlpracowal
z takimi i pozostalymi pafistwami.

Michaela Sojdrova (PPE). — Pani predsedajici, pane komisafi, dovolte mi, abych podékovala ¢eskému predsednictvi a
fekla, Ze jsem hrdé na to, Ze se Vam podafilo zorganizovat toto Evropské politické spolecenstvi, dit mu podobu i obsah.
Nejvétsi vyznam ma tento projekt z hlediska geopolitického. Nepochybné je to prostor pro dialog, pro setkdvdni, ale
pravé s ohledem na ruskou agresi na Ukrajiné je jasnym vyjadfenim jednoty kontinentu proti této agresi.

Evropské politické spoleCenstvi se nesmi stdt dvouse¢nou zbrani z pohledu rozsifovan{ Evropské unie. Na jedné strané
muze byt vzpruhou pro zemé ve vychodnim partnerstvi, které maji aspiraci na ¢lenstvi, a vyrazem jejich angazmd na
nejvyssi trovni evropské politiky. Na druhé strané ale nemize byt pro tyto zemé tak trochu odkladistém, nechténou
alternativou clenstvi.

Francie v roce 1991 piisla s projektem Evropské konfederace, ktery mél v podstaté tento cil: politicky navdzat kontakt,
dialog s postkomunistickymi zemémi a zdrovefl zabrdnit tomu, aby vstoupily do tehdejstho Evropského spolecenstvi.
Postkomunistické zemé tuto vizi odmitly, protoze jasné sméfovaly k integraci do EU, a udélaly spravné. To, Ze tato
myslenka neni mrtvd, zde dnes pfipomnél pan kolega Lebreton.

Smysl a budouci podoba Evropského politického spolecenstvi jisté budou v nasledujicich letech krystalizovat. Obsahova
orientace této platformy se ale jisté bude vzdy tykat bezpecnostnich otdzek. Proto je ucast Velké Britdnie a Turecka
kli¢ova. Jedno je jisté jiz nyni. Praha se zapiSe do déjin jako misto, kde se poprvé seslo 44 piedstaviteld evropskych
zemi v novém formdtu. V ucebnicich déjepisu bude fotografie lidrii z Vladislavského sdlu Prazského hradu, tedy z mista,
kde se tvofily celoevropské déjiny jiz v dobéch cisafe Karla IV. ve ¢trndctém stoleti.

Nacho Sdnchez Amor (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, seguimos en la bruma. No sabemos si esto es una expectativa de lo
que podria llegar a ser o es siempre un talking show, pero hay que recordar que muchas cosas en Europa empezaron
siendo un talking show, como la propia Unién Europea. Hacen falta tiempo y un par de crisis. Pero para ello hay que
resolver algunas dudas.

¢Esto va de valores o va de realpolitik? A valores se refiri6 Macron, a valores se refiri6 la sefiora Truss; pero estuvieron
alli Turquia, Azerbaiydn o Serbia, lo que hace pertinente una pregunta: sa medio plazo es compatible la foto de Praga
con la foto de Samarcanda, la foto de los autdcratas? A la vuelta de la cumbre, el sefior Michel ya no hablé de valores,
solo de intereses, y eso tiene un riesgo, comisario: que por ampliar el circulo alrededor o contra Rusia nos arriesguemos
a rebajar nuestras exigencias democraticas.

Pero tampoco parece una organizacién de seguridad, a pesar de que la guerra haya sido su desencadenante, porque ahi
hay amigos de Rusia y porque un sistema de seguridad en el que no estén la OTAN y los Estados Unidos, seguramente,
no sea muy realista.

Por tanto, sigue siendo un objeto politico no identificado y voy a permitirme coincidir con usted, sin que sirva de
precedente: esto es, de momento, una oportunidad.
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Nathalie Loiseau (Renew). - Madame la Présidente, que n'avait-on entendu? «Ca ne marchera jamais», «encore une
grande idée qui restera dans les tiroirs», des Britanniques ne viendront pas», «la communauté politique européenne, on
ne sait méme pas ce que Cestr. Puis 44 chefs d’Etat et de gouvernement ont décidé de se réunir et de la faire naitre, cette
Communauté politique européenne. Les 27 étaient la mais aussi, a distance, Volodymyr Zelensky, et aussi, dans la salle,
Liz Truss ou les dirigeants des Balkans.

Il a fallu une vision, celle dEmmanuel Macron, et il a fallu un moment, celui ot notre continent comprend mieux que
jamais quil est confronté aux mémes défis, aux mémes crises et a la méme guerre, celle que la Russie méne contre
'Ukraine. L'heure n’est pas aux querelles stériles, elle est aux efforts pour s'unir et pour se rapprocher.

Quel sera 'avenir de la Communauté politique européenne ? Celle-ci sera ce que tous en feront. Elle ne sera pas un
substitut a 'adhésion des pays candidats a I'Union européenne, mais au contraire un complément. Elle n’effacera pas le
Brexit, mais elle évitera que la trajectoire du Royaume-Uni et celle du reste de I'Europe ne séloignent. Surtout, nous
avons collectivement une chance, celle de démontrer que I'Europe est beaucoup plus quun vieux continent, beaucoup
plus quune petite presquile a I'ouest de 'Asie immense. Nous avons l'occasion de retrouver la fierté de ce que nous
sommes: une civilisation, une promesse et un espoir.

Elena Yoncheva (S&D). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collegues, si nous voulons que
'Europe soit forte pour mieux protéger les droits sociaux et économiques de ses citoyens, elle doit étre indépendante.

L'autonomie stratégique, la construction de notre systeme de sécurité et de défense, sont la base de cette prospérité. Cela
signifie aussi interdépendance, entre les Etats membres de I'Union européenne qui partagent des valeurs communes, mais
aussi a travers la coopération avec d’autres pays européens. La protection des infrastructures partagées, apres les attaques
de Nordstream, devrait étre une préoccupation et une politique communes. La Communauté politique européenne est
aussi un forum ol l'approche pragmatique de la Turquie et son role de médiateur dans la guerre en Ukraine pourraient
étre discutés.

Mais on ne peut pas aujourd’hui remplacer la responsabilité de I'Union européenne, ot les décisions difficiles sont prises
a l'unanimité, en prenant en compte les intéréts de chaque Etat membre. Il s'agit d'une garantie que nous resterons
ensemble, pour étre plus forts aussi.

Barry Andrews (Renew). — Madam President, Commissioner, I very much welcome the European Political Community
(EPC), not least as a way to re-engage with the United Kingdom. The new Prime Minister has made some fairly poor
decisions in the last few weeks, but this was a good one — to attend the EPC with immediate benefits for the UK,
including hosting an EPC meeting next year or the year after, re-joining PESCO on military mobility and re-joining the
North Sea Energy Cooperation Group.

Prime Minister Truss said, ‘We always believed we would find new ways of working that reflected our shared values and
interests.” She is partly walking back to the realisation that the pursuit of these shared values and interests require rules,
they require cooperation and enforceable rules, and those enforceable rules require institutions, the very institutions that
the UK walked away from just six years ago.

It is slightly ironic that while the UK liked the single market and disliked the European political union, now they are
outside the single market and inside the European Political Community, and I don’t want to be too glib about it because
it is an excellent platform, not least for the improvement of Anglo-Irish relations.

Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la prima riunione della Comunita politica europea &
stata un successo per il fatto di essere riuscita a creare un forum in cui tutti i paesi del nostro vicinato hanno potuto
partecipare ed esprimersi, anche in quelle situazioni di tensione che osserviamo, anzi proprio il contesto di questo
incontro ha portato ad alleggerirle, come nel caso dellapproccio tra Armenia e Azerbaigian nel corso di questa riunione.
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Ora serve continuita di azione e credibilita, per arrivare a plasmare una piattaforma che possa facilitare una risposta
comune alla minaccia portata ai nostri confini da Putin e agire in maniera sempre piu coordinata per affrontare le
conseguenze della guerra, che colpiscono tutti.

Attenzione per0 a considerare la Comunita politica europea come un’alternativa istituzionale all'ingresso nell'Unione, in
particolare per i paesi coinvolti nel vicinato orientale. Credo che sara nostro compito discutere nei prossimi mesi di
come inserire questa Comunita politica nella cornice dei trattati e definirne meglio gli ambiti e i limiti, garantendo un
ruolo centrale al Parlamento europeo, non appena la Convenzione da noi richiesta per riformare profondamente questa
unione aprira i propri lavori.

Catch-the-eye procedure

Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pani pfedsedajici, j4 povazuji Evropské politické spolecenstvi za dobrou iniciativu a samo-
zFejmé je to iniciativa, kterd vznikla na popud prezidenta Macrona. Urcité tspéchem ceského pfedsednictvi je, Ze se tolik
stétd podafilo pfivést na jedno misto, do Prahy, do Ceské republiky — od Islandu pies Turecko, Velkou Briténii, samo-
zfejmé kavkazské stity.

Je dtlezité podporovat takovyto dialog lidrii a myslim si, Ze je také dtlezité podporovat ochranu demokratickych hod-
not, hodnot, které jsou vlastni i Evropské unii. Jd vim, Ze existuje samozfejmé Rada Evropy, kterd md chranit mir a
mirové souzit{ mezi ndrody v Evropé, a také zakladni lidskd préva a svobody. Ale bohuzel tato organizace je pravé
ochromena utokem Ruska na Ukrajinu, a proto je dobfe, Ze takovéto spolecenstvi vznikd. Je ovSem duleZité, aby toto
spolecenstvi neodsunulo otdzku rozsitovani Evropské unie do pozadi, aby i tyto stity, které se rozhodnou vstoupit do
Unie, mély tuto platformu otevienou, ale cestu do Evropy rovnéz volnou.

Miriam Lexmann (PPE). - Madam President, I welcome the meeting of the European Political Community, because in
this House we have come up with numerous proposals on strengthening cooperation with our wider European partners,
including creative integration of those desiring it. I therefore want to congratulate the Czech Government on the suc-
cess.

The summit made it clear that the Community can never be an alternative for those wishing to join the European
Union. On the contrary, the success of the inaugural summit lay in the fact that it provided an inclusive format in
which to discuss common challenges with our wider European partners.

These challenges are multiple: from responding to Putin’s war of aggression against Ukraine through working together
to rebuild the European security, to addressing the threats posed by the Chinese Communist Party and other totalitarian
regimes. Only by working together in the spirit of unity and solidarity can European nations address the many challen-
ges in front of us.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Olivér Viarhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, I believe there is indeed a great
potential in this initiative. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has instilled further urgency and importance into our efforts to
strengthen the EU’s role as a security actor and provider.

Our ability to respond to threats and challenges benefits from the partnerships in Europe and beyond. Together, all
European countries can devise pragmatic ways to cooperate and strengthen our collective capacities and leverage.

Going forward, our collective response should be articulated along the key principles. First, stay the course on a triple
strategy: supporting Ukraine, pressuring Russia to stop its war of aggression, and addressing the wider fallout of the war.

Second, reflect on the strategic implications for European security. Russia seeks a new continental security architecture
based on transactional relations and spheres of influence between great powers. Russia has tried to divide us, but it has
achieved the opposite. Our unity, strength and resolve have never been greater. The next European Political Community
(EPC) meetings are planned in Moldova, Spain and UK, where we all, all Europeans, can take this initiative further.
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The very fact that there is already clarity on the hosting of the next summits proves the degree of political interest and
commitment to maintain this process. Obviously, the practice will show how it evolves and addresses some open
questions, particularly regarding the scope and nature of political cooperation, i.e. on energy, as well as the nature of
the institutional setup.

Mikuld$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Commissioner, first of all,
should specify that I am addressing the plenary of this House in my national capacity and as a host of the event, not as
a President of the Council.

Let me thank you for this debate and for the visibility that this Parliament has given to this momentous event that will
resonate in the future.

There is no doubt that the situation will continue to be very challenging in more than one way — the winter period
approaching, inflation rising in many countries, and Russian aggression against Ukraine continues to escalate further.

Let me assure you the European Political Community does not substitute the process of EU enlargement. Similarly, it
does not replace existing platforms or organisations. I am confident that by establishing this format we also establish a
platform where we can face these challenges more efficiently and in a united way and get back on the path of growth, as
well as defend our values.

Even though it is the current geopolitical situation that motivated us to sit at one table, I believe that once the war is
won and Europeans don't have to worry about the upcoming winter, all EPC participants will continue to meet and
work on joint initiatives towards a more prosperous continent for the benefit of both our Union, as well as the coun-
tries outside the EU. Thank you very much once again for your attention.

President. — The debate is closed.
Written statements (Rule 171)

Dita Charanzovd (Renew), in writing. — Putin unified Europe. This was the message of the Prague summit. The image
of unity and cooperation of 44 European countries gathering together to find a way forward is important. But it should
not become just another summit of shaking hands and family pictures. It should not become a copy of the Council of
Europe. It should not become a replacement of the EU accession process. It should be a new engine to revive the
broader European agenda in our neighbourhood. But for that to happen we need to have a clear roadmap and set up
priorities. And that is what is currently missing.

19. Celosvetova potravinova bezpecnost v nadviznosti na zasadnutie ministrov polnoho-
spoddrstva skupiny G20 (rozprava)

President. — Next item on the agenda: the Council and Commission statements on: Global food security as follow-up to
the G20 Agriculture Ministers meeting (2022/2883(RSP)).

Mikuld$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Vice-President of the
Commission, the alarming increase in the number of people facing acute food insecurity is a matter of great concern
for all of us. Russia’s war against Ukraine is severely exacerbating the already dire food security situation in many
vulnerable countries and pushing more people into extreme poverty.

We all know the figures. Around 50 countries depend on Russia and Ukraine for at least 30% of their cereal imports
and for over 20 countries, this is more than 50%. Thanks to the stable production supported by the common agricul-
tural policy, food security in the EU is not at risk. This allows the EU, as a major global agri-food producer, to make an
increased contribution to global food supplies.

Nevertheless, there are major issues we must address, among them ensuring affordability of food for all EU citizens and
restoring fertiliser supplies to bring down fertiliser prices and avoid future food supply disruptions. At the same time,
the EU must remain fully mobilised to help Ukraine export its agri-food production.
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This includes continuing to support the UN-led efforts to keep the Black Sea maritime route open and working on
improving alternative export routes for Ukrainian cereals via the EU-Ukraine Solidarity Alliance. Our efforts are already
bearing fruit. In September, no less than 40% of Ukrainian grains were exported through the Solidarity Alliance.

The exceptional circumstances in which we live have also provoked a firm and robust policy response from the EU
towards third countries and regions to contribute to global food security. The Council will continue to oversee the
ongoing EU action along the three well-known tracks: emergency relief and financial support to the most affected
countries; helping vulnerable countries to build sustainable and resilient food systems and improve the livelihood of
their farmers; and working together with our international partners to ease tensions on global agricultural markets.

The capacity of the EU to reach the most vulnerable depends on the effective coordination and cooperation of the
international community. This is why we support the central role of the UN Global Crisis Response Group to coordinate
the global efforts. We therefore welcome the recent call by the joint G20 finance and agriculture ministers meeting to
take stock of ongoing policy responses and to identify potential gaps and areas where further action is needed.

G20 agriculture ministers have underscored the importance of addressing the current food crisis in a sustainable man-
ner, and they have also highlighted the urgency of accelerating the transformation of our food systems. This is fully in
line with the outcomes of the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit and the EU’s own sustainability agenda, as set by the
European Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy.

This will require enhanced responsible investments by both private and public sectors at all levels to strengthen the
long-term resilience of food systems in the poorest countries and to support, in particular, smallholders and family
farmers. We all support the G20 agriculture ministers’ reiterated commitment to halving global food waste and losses
and to improve the transparency of global commodities markets and promote an open and predictable trade environ-
ment.

These are all critical and necessary actions to address the food crisis and move towards sustainable food systems. The EU
will continue working with its international partners, including the Rome-based UN agencies, to mitigate the risks of
disruption of supply chains and to control dangerous domino effects of surging global food prices.

The EU will also continue working with its like-minded partners to keep commodities markets open and avoid export
restrictions and other trade-disrupting measures.

Véra Jourova, Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, honourable Minister, I wel-
come today’s debate on food security, which follows the fruitful exchanges prior to the European Parliament resolution
on 6 July this year on addressing food security in developing countries, as well as the discussion on fertilisers earlier this
month.

Reports show an increasing number of acutely food-insecure people, now exceeding 200 million worldwide, and pro-
jections of famine in Somalia, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Yemen, Nigeria and South Sudan. The cause: Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, which continues to have a dramatic impact on the Ukrainian people and on increasing food insecurity world-
wide. This is the reason, honourable Members. It is not, as Russia claims, EU sanctions that deepen global food insecu-
rity. Our sanctions were precisely designed to exempt agricultural products.

Russia’s actions endanger the lives of many around the globe. They also actively hamper the work of multilateral bodies
to address the food crisis. This disruption is particularly visible in organisations that require unanimity to operate, such
as the G20.

At the G20 agriculture ministers’ meeting in Bali on 28 September, for the first time in the history of the G20s,
ministers were unable to agree on a communique. The Indonesian Chair of the G20 resorted to publishing merely a
chair's summary of the discussions. The Chair's summary reflects that in all substantial areas, from the transition
towards sustainable food systems to the importance of open, rules-based trade, G20 members have achieved consensus
and even progress compared to previous years.
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However, Russia’s insistence on denying basic facts and its attempt to instrumentalise multilateral forums to spread
disinformation have led to a deadlock on a single paragraph. This illustrates why we must vigorously challenge
Moscow’s narrative. It is the Russian authorities that block the work of the international organisation. It is the Russian
authorities that push for global food insecurity in the hope to blackmail countries to support their illegal and brutal
aggression. In fact, the majority of G20 members condemned Russia’s actions and Russia remained mostly isolated.

The diplomatic efforts of the EU vis-a-vis the G20 continue to be largely productive. Beyond the G20, the EU is fully
committed to continue working with global partners alongside Member States in relevant organisations such as the
United Nations or the WTO, and engage with regional groupings such as the African Union. With our partners in
Africa, we already started preparing the next ministerial conference, to be held in summer 2023 in Rome.

In the UN General Assembly held in September, the EU was also vocal in the meetings, focusing on food security, with a
dedicated summit on global food security, where we have again committed to strengthening international cooperation
and partnership initiatives.

In the World Trade Organization, the EU is actively engaged in implementing the outcomes of the 12th Ministerial
Conference. This engagement in multilateral forums is part of the EU’s broader commitment to enhance food security
worldwide and to stand with our Ukrainian neighbours. We need a coordinated response. We cannot afford to duplicate
efforts.

Honourable Members, the EU has reacted quickly and resolutely to this complex crisis through a comprehensive
response in the EU, through a range of measures to support farmers, the agri-food industry and consumers, and also,
globally, using a Team Europe approach along four strands of action.

First, a solidarity strand to step up emergency aid and macro-economic support. Second, a production strand to drive
the transition towards sustainable and resilient food systems, especially by investing in local small-scale producers and
food entrepreneurs. Third, a trade strand to keep markets open and facilitate food trade by getting grains out of Ukraine,
including via the EU-Ukraine solidarity lanes. This has allowed over 12.5 million tonnes of grains to leave Ukraine since
May 2022. It was complemented by 6 million tonnes exported through the UN-brokered Black Sea Grain Initiative. And
last, the fourth one, a multilateral strand, which I have just presented.

The EU backs these actions with a solid financial package and has already committed EUR 7.7 billion until 2024, with
over EUR 2 billion of humanitarian food and nutrition assistance. A 32% increase as compared to 2021. Almost
EUR 5 billion to support the transition to sustainable food systems in partner countries, including additional
EUR 350 million in the ACP countries and EUR 225 million for the Middle East and North Africa to ensure better
resilience. EU Member States and the European development banks should further increase this contribution. The
extension of the Black Sea Initiative beyond 16 November is key. The sustainability of this deal should lead commercial
insurers and shipping companies to make greater use of the Black Sea route. Thanks to these measures, global prices for
key commodities, such as wheat and mace, have dropped around 20% by September, almost reaching pre-war levels.

However, another challenge is looming for the next harvest season. There are real concerns about the situation regarding
the supply and affordability of fertilisers. The market situation for fertilisers, together with a general increase of input
costs, impacts farmers and their planting decisions, as they may fear a squeeze in incomes. Agricultural production relies
on fertilisers to achieve good yields. We are working to reduce dependency on mineral fertilisers. However, in the short
term, lower use implies lower yields, in Europe and globally. Here again, Russia pretends sanctions are responsible for
hampering global fertiliser availability and affordability.

We need to be clear: sanctions do not prevent Russia from exporting fertilisers to third countries. We have just recently
provided additional written guidance to the Member States and industry to explain that. On the contrary, it is Russia
itself who has adopted measures restricting the export of fertilisers to third countries, including the military destruction
of export infrastructure through Ukraine.

In this context, the Commission plans to adopt a communication on fertilisers which will address the situation on the
EU market and globally.
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Norbert Lins, im Namen der PPE-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissarin, Herr Minister, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen! Der Oktober ist der Monat des Erntedanks. Letzten Sonntag war Welterndhrungstag. Es gibt einen Grund,
wieso wir diese Anlédsse alljahrlich feiern, ndmlich der, dass unser tdgliches Brot und die Verfiigbarkeit von frischen
und gesunden Lebensmitteln nicht selbstverstindlich sind. Ich weifs, ich wiederhole mich, aber an dieser Stelle will ich
noch einmal unseren europiischen Bduerinnen und Bauern danken. Sie haben zunichst wihrend der Pandemie und
dann mit der Ukrainekrise gezeigt, dass sie unsere Versorgung mit Lebensmitteln sicherstellen konnen, trotz aller Schwie-
rigkeiten.

In der Kommission scheint mir das Thema Erndhrungssicherheit noch immer nicht die Bedeutung gewonnen zu haben,
die es verdient. Man denke nur an das monatelange Ringen, die GLOZ-7- und GLOZ-8-Standards fiir die Fruchtfolge und
das Stilllegen fur nichstes Jahr auszusetzen, sodass unsere europdische Landwirtschaft ihren Beitrag fiir die
Erndhrungssicherung in der Welt leisten kann. Mit der SUR und dem nature restoration law warten aber schon die
nichsten beiden Brocken auf die Biuerinnen und Bauern, welche auf lange Sicht leider weniger als mehr Lebensmittel
auf unseren Tischen bedeuten. Anders ausgedriickt: Egal, was dieses Jahr an Sicherung der Ernihrung hitte gemacht
werden kénnen, die Kommission scheint das Thema Erndhrungssicherheit immer noch nicht ganz oben auf die Agenda
setzen zu wollen. Der Rest der Welt wird dies mit Erstaunen festgestellt haben.

Positiv hervorzuheben sind die Solidarity Lanes. Die Kommission muss schauen, dass der Ausbau der selbigen vorange-
trieben wird. Denn ob die Getreidekorridore, welche seit knapp drei Monaten die Ausfuhr von Getreide aus der Ukraine
per Schiff ermdoglichen, weiter einfach so funktionieren, steht aus meiner Sicht in den Sternen. Die Weltgemeinschaft
sollte sicherstellen, dass dies auch weiterhin maoglich ist. Verlassen wiirde ich mich aber nicht darauf.

SEDI VADA: ROBERTS ZILE

Priekssedetajas vietnieks

Udo Bullmann, im Namen der S§D-Fraktion. — Frau Kommissarin, Herren Présidenten, werte Kolleginnen und Kollegen!
Leave No One Behind — das war das Motto des Welterndhrungstags am 16. Oktober 2022. Niemand soll zuriickbleiben.

Aber wie sieht die Wirklichkeit aus? Rund 830 Millionen Menschen hungern jeden Tag. Uber 340 Millionen sind von
einer akuten Hungersnot bedroht. Und rund 50 Millionen Menschen warten unmittelbar auf den Tod, es sei denn, es
geschieht etwas Entscheidendes.

Hinter diesen Zahlen, werte Kolleginnen und Kollegen, stehen Menschenleben. Menschen, die nicht sterben miissten, weil
diese Erde genug fur alle hat. Und solange Menschen diesem Schicksal entgegengehen, solange nur ein Kind an Hunger
sterben muss, ist diese Welt im Krieg. Im Krieg — dort, wo Waffen téten, aber auch dort, wo lautlos gestorben wird, weil
Menschen das zum Uberleben Notwendige vorenthalten wird.

Deswegen diirfen wir keine Ruhe geben, Kolleginnen und Kollegen. Und wir miissen handeln. Im Moment bringen wir
nur rund 20 % der Mittel fir humanitire Hilfe auf, die es braucht. Die EU hat 100 Millionen zusitzlich zur Verfigung
gestellt. Das ist gut. Aber wir miissen weitergehen und die Liicken schliefen. Wir miissen die Extra-Gewinne abschéopfen.
Es gibt unendlich viele neue Milliarddre im Big Business des Agrarsektors. Und wir miissen die Landwirtschaft nachhaltig
machen, sodass sie diejenigen erndhren kann, die uns als Erzeuger ... (Der Prasident entzieht dem Redner das Wort.)

Ulrike Miiller, im Namen der Renew-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Fiir die allermeisten Menschen in Europa war in den
letzten Jahrzehnten die gesicherte Versorgung mit extrem giinstigen und hochwertigsten Lebensmitteln eine Selbstver-
standlichkeit. Die COVID-Pandemie hat die Lieferketten bedroht. Eine grofe Kraftanstrengung war noétig, um die Versor-
gung mit lebensnotwendigen Dingen flachendeckend sicherzustellen. Hier gilt es zunichst, ein grofles Lob an alle
Beteiligten der Wertschopfungskette der Erndhrung auszusprechen, vor allem an die Bauernfamilien, ohne deren zuver-
lassige Arbeit die Versorgung nicht moglich wire.
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Herausforderungen konnen nur durch ein beherztes und mutiges Handeln gemeistert werden. Und dies ist auch jetzt mit
dem Krieg gegen die Ukraine notig. Im November treffen sich 50 Agrarminister auf der OECD-Tagung, um die weltweite
Nahrungsmittelkrise zu losen. Ich mochte die Kommission fragen, was die Antwort der EU darauf ist. Zusammenarbeit
und Koordination zwischen den G20-Mitgliedern miissen wir verstirken — natiirlich. Wir miissen aber auch alle Mittel
nutzen, um die Lebensmittelproduktion in der EU zu stirken. Mafinahmen sind vor allem im Bereich der Diingemittel
erforderlich. Die Richtlinie iiber kommunales Wasser muss Phosphor separieren und in der Landwirtschaft wiederver-
werten. Wir brauchen mehr organische Diinger und mehr Produktion von Biogas.

Auch in der Handelspolitik besteht Korrekturbedarf. Die Erndhrungssicherheit muss bei der Flichennutzung beachtet
werden. Ich mochte die Kommission fragen, wie sie die Vorschldge fir die Wiederherstellung, die Entwaldung und das
Bodengesundheitsgesetz miteinander in Einklang bringen will, damit die Erndhrungssicherheit innerhalb der
Europdischen Union nicht gefihrdet wird.

Benoit Biteau, au nom du groupe Verts/ALE. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Ministre, Madame la Commissaire,
chers collegues, je voudrais d’abord saluer un point fort des conclusions du G20 agricole: les systémes alimentaires
durables sont la clé de la sécurité alimentaire. J'espére que cette affirmation simple sera plus audible pour les tenants,
dans cette assemblée, du statu quo agricole si elle vient précisément du G20.

Cela dit, il y a une grande absente de ces conclusions: la spéculation financiére sur l'alimentation. Evidemment, la guerre
a et a toujours eu un impact majeur sur les cours agricoles. Le changement climatique, de plus en plus sévere, amplifie
de facon inquiétante les menaces de crises toujours plus récurrentes. Mais comme a chaque crise alimentaire, certains
profitent honteusement du chaos pour accroitre leurs profits. Comment pouvons-nous accepter plus longtemps que les
spéculateurs s'enrichissent alors qu'en Europe, les queues devant les banques alimentaires s'allongent et que, partout dans
le monde, des centaines de millions dhommes, de femmes et d’enfants subissent les affres de la faim?

ureu , hou uv u . iento & 2 u évisi
Heureusement, nous pouvons encore y mettre un terme. Ce Parlement sera bientdt amené a se prononcer sur la révision
du cadre réglementaire sur les marchés financiers. Alors, chers collégues, ne ratons pas l'occasion d’exclure de ces
pratiques cyniques et indécentes l'accés a la nourriture.

Rosanna Conte, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, pochi mesi: ¢ il tempo che ¢ bastato per
far precipitare la sicurezza alimentare mondiale. La guerra in Ucraina, la carenza globale, il panico generale.

Con un effetto a catena, le grandi potenze hanno iniziato a vietare le esportazioni agricole. Cina, India, Malesia e Stati
Uniti hanno deciso di tutelarsi a danno di chi, come 'Unione europea, contava su questi prodotti. Infatti, in pochi mesi,
I'Unione europea si ¢ trovata ad affrontare una crisi che coinvolge combustibili, fertilizzanti e alimenti, in particolare
grano, mais e oli vegetali. Queste materie prime stanno registrando scorte basse, produzione ridotta e catene di approv-
vigionamento interrotte.

Cosa fare? A livello globale, il vertice G20 a Bali ha chiesto un impegno formale alle principali economie mondiali per
concentrarsi sulla sicurezza alimentare e revocare le restrizioni commerciali. A livello europeo, dobbiamo rivedere le
politiche di approvvigionamento portate avanti finora, fortemente dipendenti dall’estero, bisogna ricominciare a pro-
durre e potenziare la nostra sovranita alimentare.

Da italiana, voglio lodare i progressi in campo tecnologico e digitale del nostro settore agricolo che, unendo innovazione
e tradizione, continua a fornirci prodotti sicuri e di qualita. Produzioni locali che dobbiamo valorizzare, non sabotare
dall'interno con follie come il Nutri-Score, che ingrassano le multinazionali a danno dei cittadini.

Ora ¢ il momento di concretezza, per assicurare il cibo sulle nostre tavole. Basta ideologia.

Zbigniew Kuzmiuk, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Pani Komisarz! Panie Ministrze ! Nie ulega watpli-
wosci, ze w zwiazku z pandemig COVID, a takze agresja Rosji na Ukraing, $wiat znalazl si¢ w stanie globalnego kryzysu
bezpieczefistwa zywno$ciowego. Jezeli 40% importu pszenicy do Afryki pochodzito z dwéch krajéw, to znaczy wiasnie
z Rosji i Ukrainy, jezeli 50% zapotrzebowania na zboze Swiatowego Programu Zywnosciowego pochodzito z Ukrainy,
to agresja Rosji na Ukraing spowodowala pelng destabilizacje na rynku zywno$ciowym. Co wigcej, Rosja zrobila
wszystko, zeby zdestabilizowaé rynek zywnosciowy, niszczac zasiewy na Ukrainie i niszczgc infrastrukture, a na koniec
blokujac takze porty czarnomorskie. Szkoda w takim razie, Ze na Bali podczas spotkania ministréw rolnictwa grupy
G20 nie udalo si¢ wskazac Rosji jako gléwnego sprawcy tego, co si¢ dzieje na rynku Zywnosciowym.
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W tej sytuacji nalezy rzeczywiscie podkresli¢ ogromng rolg Unii Europejskiej w budowaniu korytarzy solidarno$ciowych,
tych droga ladows, a pdZniej udzial takze w negocjacjach powodujacych odblokowanie portéw czarnomorskich.

Caly wysilek Unii Europejskiej, Komisji Europejskiej powinien pdjs¢ w strong zwigkszenia mozliwosci produkcyjnych
europejskiego rolnictwa. Dobrym krokiem jest zawieszenie odlogowania gruntéw czy tez zapowiadana przez komisarza
Wojciechowskiego strategia nawozowa. Miejmy nadziej¢, Ze wyjdzie ona naprzeciw oczekiwaniom rolnikow. W §wietle
tego na przyklad projekt rozporzadzenia redukujacego zuzycie pestycydéw, jeszcze w tak absurdalny sposéb, ze o 50%
we wszystkich krajach, niezaleznie od tego, ile tych pestycydéw zuzywaja, jest po prostu nie do przyjecia.

Sandra Pereira, em nome do Grupo The Left. — Senhor Presidente, as conclusdes dos ministros da agricultura do G20
estdo muito longe de responder a atual situacdo de emergéncia e de escassez alimentar que alguns povos sentem. Pelo
contrédrio, as medidas apontadas procuram apenas satisfazer mais um mercado, o das inovagdes e da agricultura tecno-
l6gica.

Mais uma vez, vemos os lideres mundiais a curvarem-se, a regozijarem-se com a perspetiva de abertura ao agronegécio,
a agricultura intensiva, agora, com o pretexto do acesso as novas tecnologias.

O velho problema da escassez alimentar e da falta de seguranga e soberania alimentares é resultado da agenda neoliberal,
que prioriza os lucros corporativos, em detrimento das necessidades dos povos e dos pequenos agricultores. E, pois,
necessario mudar a légica de produgdo em funcio do lucro para a producio em funcio da necessidade, alterar o modelo
de producio, ou concretizar uma politica que assegure aos pequenos e médios produtores a garantia de precos justos e
compensadores e garantir o direito a alimentagio saudavel e adequada, assegurando a soberania e a seguranga alimenta-
res dos povos.

E sobre isto o G20 nada disse!

Herbert Dorfmann (PPE). — Herr Prisident, Frau Vizeprisidentin, Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Zugang zu gesunden
Lebensmitteln ist nicht ein Luxus, das ist ein Menschenrecht. Und es bleibt unsere Verpflichtung, alles dafiir zu tun,
damit dieses Recht allen Menschen in der Welt zukommt und niemand Hunger leiden muss oder gar daran sterben
muss. Und da waren wir eigentlich auf einem guten Weg. In den letzten Jahren war Hunger in der Welt eigentlich
kaum mehr eine Frage der Verfiigbarkeit von Lebensmitteln, sondern es war eine Folge von Konflikten und von Krisen,
welche eine Verteilung oft unméglich gemacht haben.

Seitdem aber die Versorgung aus der Ukraine — einem der grofSten Lebensmittelexporteure der Welt — ausgefallen ist,
sehen wir, wie schnell wir auch wieder in ein Problem der Verfugbarkeit hineinschlittern konnen. Weniger Angebot
treibt die Preise in die Hohe. Viele Staaten konnen dann finanziell nicht mehr mithalten. Und deshalb brauchen wir
jetzt auch kurzfristige finanzielle Mafnahmen, um diesen Staaten unter die Arme zu greifen. Und ich denke, die in Bali
auf der G20-Sitzung vorgeschlagene Finanzfazilitit ist dringend notwendig und sinnvoll.

Aber wir miissen dann schon auch dariiber nachdenken, wie wir mittel- und langfristig Menschen weltweit erndhren
wollen. Und das wird nur gehen, wenn Landwirtschaft gleichzeitig nachhaltig und eben auch intensiv und produktiv ist.
Jene, die glauben, wir konnten hier in Europa Landwirtschaft so weit extensivieren, bis keine Produktion mehr tibrig
bleibt, miissen sich einfach bewusst sein, dass sie mit einer solchen Politik den Hunger in der Welt fordern. Deshalb
brauchen wir eine Landwirtschaft, die gleichzeitig fortschrittsorientiert, wissensbasiert, nachhaltig, intensiv und produk-
tiv ist.

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Frau Kommissarin, Herr Minister! Auch von 2019 bis 2021 wurden genug
Kalorien produziert, um die Weltbevolkerung zu erndhren. Demnach gibt es sogar einen Uberschuss von 24 %. Dennoch
steigt die Zahl der Menschen, die akut Hunger leiden, rasant und weiter an. Die aktuellsten Daten der Vereinten Nationen
sind alarmierend. Die Erndhrungsunsicherheit hat ein Zehnjahreshoch erreicht, angetrieben von steigenden Lebensmittel-
und Energiekosten und auch von den Folgen des Krieges. Aber grundsitzlich haben wir genug Lebensmittel auf dieser
Welt. Das Problem ist der Zugang dazu, ihre Verteilung. Und Hunger ist die direkte Folge von Armut. Drei Beispiele, wie
drastisch sich Klimawandel, Kriege und Inflation in ohnehin gebeutelten AKP-Staaten auswirken: Im Sudan stiegen die
Lebensmittelpreise innerhalb eines Jahres um fast 150 %, in Athiopien um 50 %, auf den Salomonen haben sich Reis-
und Milchpreise verdreifacht.
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Mit der Zusage eines Zuschusses von 100 Millionen Euro fir den Treuhandfonds Armutsbekimpfung und Wachstum
des IWF hat die Europiische Union letzte Woche rasch gehandelt. Das ist ein erster Schritt. Es braucht jedoch zusitzliche
Finanzmittel, Schuldenerlassprogramme und eine effektive Bekdmpfung der Korruption. Denn es sind 50 Milliarden
Dollar erforderlich, um die akute Erndhrungsunsicherheit in den nichsten zwolf Monaten zu beenden. Niemand soll an
Hunger leiden, weder in Afrika, weder in Europa noch sonst wo auf dieser Welt.

Dacian Ciolos (Renew). — Doamnd vicepresedintd, criza alimentard a inceput inainte de izbucnirea rdzboiului in
Ucraina. Rizboiul nu face decat si accentueze o crizd alimentard care era deja prezentd in mai multe regiuni din lume.

De altfel, in ultimii ani, din 2015 incoace, vedem ci ne indepartdim de obiectivul de a pune capdt foametei si securitdtii
alimentare, obiectiv pe care ni l-am fixat.

Si asta aratd c3 sistemul alimentar pe care incercim si il construim si la nivel global este unul fragil. In politica noastra
de parteneriat, faptul de a furniza doar input-uri tarilor partenere nu o s ne ajute si eradicim foamea pe termen lung.
Evident, in situatii de crizd, cum e cea prezentd, trebuie sd intervenim cu ajutoare alimentare acolo unde este urgent
nevoie.

Insi, pe termen mediu, pe termen lung, trebuie si ne gandim la o politicd de investitii in primul rand coerentd, si
recunoastem faptul cd, asa cum noi, in Uniunea Europeand avem o diversitate de modele agricole, asa existd si in tdrile
partenere si si recunoastem si sd integrim aceastd diversitate in politica noastrd de cooperare si de parteneriat si, in
acelasi timp, sd ne asigurdm cd avem coerentd intre politicile noastre europene, intre politica agricold, politica de mediu.

Trebuie sd permitem agricultorilor sd producd si sd ne gandim si la durabilitate, dar si politica comerciald si politica de
pe lantul alimentar trebuie si fie coerente, altfel nu o sd ne atingem obiectivul.

Martin Hiusling (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prasident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! 828 Millionen Menschen hungern,
wissen nicht, was sie morgen zu essen haben. Unsere primire Aufgabe muss sein, das World Food Programme entspre-
chend auszustatten, dass wir akute Hilfe leisten. Aber wir miissen uns auch den langfristigen Ursachen zuwenden -
warum hungern so viele Menschen? Ein Grund ist die Klimakatastrophe. Man schaue sich nur in Afrika um. Viele
Linder haben gar keine Ernten mehr. Deshalb ist der Kampf gegen die Klimakatastrophe unsere vordringliche Aufgabe.

Putin, ja, nutzt Hunger als Instrument im Krieg. Aber wir miissen auch ganz klar sehen: Armut ist die Hauptursache fur
Hunger. Ungerechte Verteilung von Nahrung ist ein Kernproblem. Und deshalb miissen wir uns damit beschaftigen: Wie
gehen wir eigentlich mit Nahrungsmitteln in Europa um? Wir geben immer noch Getreide in den Tank. Wir geben
immer noch viel Getreide in den Futtertrog — das muss sich dndern. Und wir miissen vor allem auch unsere Systeme
nachhaltig machen. Das geht nur mit agrarokologischen Systemen. Wir missen damit aufhoren, dass unsere
Landwirtschaft in vielen Bereichen extrem abhingig ist von fossiler Energie. Davon miissen wir wegkommen. Und
dann haben wir wirklich nachhaltige Agrarsysteme, auch in Europa.

Hermann Tertsch (ECR). — Sefior presidente, por supuesto que la guerra es un problema mds, pero nuestros problemas
con la agricultura y con la alimentacién nos los estamos causando fundamentalmente nosotros.

Los politicos de la Unién Europea y el Pacto Verde estdn contribuyendo de forma sustancial a esta crisis alimentaria que
se extiende por todo el mundo, una crisis que ya estaba presente antes de la invasién y que ahora ya nadie puede
ocultar. Muy pronto, beber un vaso de agua serd un lujo en los paises de la Unién Europea como consecuencia de
aplicar un modelo agricola irracional donde se presenta al agricultor como el enemigo niimero uno del medio ambiente,
a la productividad como un tabil y a la rentabilidad de las explotaciones como un aspecto marginal o sin importancia.

En Espafia estamos viendo que cada dia se da una pufialada a nuestro sector primario, a nuestra agricultura, a nuestra
pesca. Lo estamos viendo. Espafia era realmente el granero y el productor agricola del Imperio romano, y ahora vamos a
acabar siendo Sri Lanka como sigamos asi con la politica de la Unién Europea. Recordemos todos Sri Lanka.
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Anja Hazekamp (The Left). — Voorzitter, wereldwijd wordt er voldoende voedsel geproduceerd om iedereen te voeden.
Maar dan moeten we allemaal andere voedselkeuzes maken en het voedsel beter verdelen.

Dat bereiken we dus niet door Oekraiense graanschepen naar Nederland te laten komen om onze plofkippen vet te
mesten, terwijl overal ter wereld mensen sterven van de honger.

Dat bereiken we dus niet door driekwart van onze landbouwgrond te gebruiken voor het voeren van miljarden dieren in
de vee-industrie, terwijl we ook direct voedsel voor mensen kunnen verbouwen.

Dat bereiken we dus niet door vier grote bedrijven de wereldwijde graanhandel te laten domineren.

Dat bereiken we niet door iedere dag honderden kleinschalige boeren failliet te laten gaan, terwijl een handjevol grote
voedselbedrijven miljarden winst maken.

En dat bereiken we niet zolang veel politici hier braaf zeggen wat de lobbyisten van de industrie hen in de wandelgangen
hebben ingefluisterd. Schaamteloos.

Beste commissaris, houd uw rug recht. Maak haast met de beloofde kaderwet voor duurzaam voedsel, want alleen zo
garanderen we voedselzekerheid.

Anne Sander (PPE). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, depuis le début de la guerre en Ukraine, nous
nous sommes rappelé que manger a sa faim doit étre notre priorité. Lors de la crise de 2008 et I'éclatement des
premicres émeutes de la faim dans les pays arabes, I'arme alimentaire avait déja montré son pouvoir majeur de déstabi-
lisation politique. Cette menace qui pese sur le monde n'est donc pas a prendre a la légere.

En Europe, nous avons depuis longtemps oublié cette réalité. Or, si les Européens ont aujourd’hui de quoi se nourrir,
cest bien le fruit d’'une politique agricole, cependant vivement critiquée. Et des le début du conflit ukrainien, I'Europe a
su, 1a encore, trouver des solutions concrétes en aidant a libérer des céréales jusque-la bloquées en Ukraine. Ce sont des
mesures d’urgence qui ont été prises, mais il nous faut maintenant des solutions pérennes pour assurer la sécurité
alimentaire des pays les plus pauvres.

Je voudrais donc reprendre a mon compte l'une des ambitions affichées du directeur général de la FAO, qui soutient la
nécessité de développer le recours aux nouvelles technologies et notamment génétiques. C'est un levier important pour
assurer une meilleure résilience de nos systemes agroalimentaires et augmenter la production dans les pays qui en ont le
plus besoin. J'invite donc la Commission a faire preuve de courage sur ce sujet-la et a étre a la hauteur des enjeux qui
nous attendent en nous faisant des propositions rapidement.

Isabel Carvalhais (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, caros colegas, sabemos hoje que hd 75 a 95 milhdes de pessoas, novas
pessoas, a viver na condicdo de pobreza extrema; hd mais 150 milhdes de pessoas em subnutri¢do crénica; hd cerca de
828 milhdes de pessoas afetadas por diferentes niveis de fome.

Ora, todos os ministros da agricultura do G20 se mostraram cientes destes dados e conhecem bem as mdltiplas razdes
que explicam esta condi¢do tdo dramadtica de inseguranga alimentar de milhdes de pessoas. Sabem que isto estd nas
alteragdes climdticas, mas também estd na pandemia, mas também estd na gandncia, também estd na especulacdo e
também estd nas guerras.

E, por isso, ndo posso deixar de lamentar, por exemplo, que os mesmos Estados ndo tenham sido capazes de concordar,
de uma forma clara e inequivoca, quanto a condenagdo da agressdo russa a Ucrdnia e das suas graves repercussdes sobre
a producio agricola, a seguranca alimentar e a nutricio de milhdes de pessoas. E esta hipocrisia que nés nio podemos
aceitar e seguramente estamos atentos a ela.

Martin Hlavicek (Renew). — Pane pfedsedajici. pane ministfe, vy jste se tady zaklinal cenovou dostupnosti potravin.
Tak ja se ptdm, pro¢ to nedéldte?

Vy reprezentujete vladu, kterd snizila podpory zemédélctim, tém, ktef{ produkuji potraviny, a dala je tém, ktet{ Zddné
potraviny neprodukuji. Vladu, kterd nepomohla s cenami vstupd, vlddu, kterd md nejvyssi DPH na potraviny v Evropé —
to jsou fakta —, a vladu, kterd zpusobila, Ze v prabéhu nékolika mésict tohoto roku potravinové inflace dokonce pied-
stihla inflaci energetickou. To je rekord.
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A co je nejhorsi? Nechdte jesté padnout malé a stiedni ¢eské producenty potravin. Jste asi posledni vladou v Evropg,
kterd také miluje obchodni fetézce vic nez vlastni ob¢any. My je tady nastésti tolik nemilujeme. Tak ja bych chtél jenom
poprosit, abyste bud zacali délat to, co tady v Evropé iikdte, anebo abyste se tady pani komisafce radgji pfili§ nepletl
pod ruce, az budeme fesit ceny potravin.

Thomas Waitz (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident, werte Kommission, werter Rat! Wenn ein einziger Produzent ausfillt im
Welterndhrungssystem, so wie die Ukraine zumindest zum Teil ausgefallen ist, dann gerit das gesamte globale
Erndhrungssystem in Bedrdngnis. Da sieht man, auf welch tonernen Beinen das steht. Der Grofiteil der Ausfille global
ist dem Klimawandel geschuldet, auch heuer in Europa. Wir haben einen Riickgang in der Getreideproduktion aufgrund
von Diirre, die klimawandelbedingt ist.

Konnen wir in dieser Situation, wo viele Gegenden dieser Welt von Hunger bedroht sind, nach wie vor verantworten,
dass wir 20 % unserer Getreideproduktion in den Tank leeren? Konnen wir nach wie vor verantworten, dass wir 60 %
des Getreides an Tiere verfiittern? Ich rede nicht dariiber, dass wir Tiere halten, auf Griinland, auf Bergmahdern oder in
nordlichen Regionen. Dort ist das richtig. Nur das Getreide sollten wir fiir die Erndhrung von Menschen verwenden, vor
allem, wenn Hunger droht.

Wir miissen uns dessen bewusst sein, dass wir jedes Jahr hunderttausende Hektar an Land verlieren aufgrund einer leider
zerstorerischen Monokultur, industriellen Landwirtschaft, aufgrund von Bodenerosion, Verwiistung der Regionen,
Bodenversalzung. Und in einer Welt mit steigender Weltbevolkerung derartig unseren Boden zu ruinieren, halte ich fiir
verantwortungslos. Also Agrarokologie und biologische Landwirtschaft!

Krzysztof Jurgiel (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Pani Komisarz! Co roku przed kazdym szczytem ministrowie rol-
nictwa pafistw G20 spotykaja sig, aby okresli¢ gléwne tematy, ktére znajda si¢ w ich owiadczeniu stanowigcym wspar-
cie informacyjne dla przywddcéw G20. Pytanie — czy podsumowanie przewodniczacego jako wynik szczytu moze
stanowi¢ wsparcie informacyjne w dyskusji podczas kolejnego szczytu przywddcdw, skoro nie udalo sie wydaé wspdl-
nego o$wiadczenia?

Mam watpliwos$¢, czy propozycje dotyczace promocji rolnictwa, handlu czy rolnictwa cyfrowego sa zgodne z polityka
rolng Unii Europejskiej oraz Europejskim Zielonym tadem i czy zapewnia réwng konkurencje i bezpieczenstwo zywno-
Sciowe. W zwiazku z powyzszym wnioskuj¢ do pani komisarz, aby w listopadowym szczycie G20 wzigl udzial premier
Polski Mateusz Morawiecki, aby mogl zaprezentowaé na forum G20 spojrzenie Polski i innych krajéw Tréjmorza na
bezpieczenstwo zywno$ciowe na $wiecie, a takze przedstawi¢ dotychczasowe dzialania w tym zakresie w sprawie
pomocy Ukrainie.

Po raz kolejny zwracam uwage, Ze w Europie obowigzuje niesprawiedliwy system doplat bezposrednich, ktéry narusza
zasade niedyskryminacji obywateli ze wzgledu na przynalezno§¢ paristwowg oraz narusza zakaz dyskryminacji miedzy
producentami wewngtrz Unii.

Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left). — Mr President, good news. I come from Ireland. We are number one in the world
when it comes to the global food security index. Fantastic news. Brilliant news. Especially when you come from a
country where we were scattered all around the planet because of a famine.

But I have to question what does food security mean? In Ireland we eat lots of potatoes, but we don’t produce enough
for ourselves, we import 72 000 tonnes; 47 000 tonnes of onions, 23 000 tonnes of cabbage. We like flour, we eat lots
of bread, we don’t produce our flour. We like sugar, we don’t produce our sugar. We don’t produce any of it.

We do produce lots of dairy and lots of beef, but we can’t actually feed our own animals. Now remember, we're number
one when it comes to global food security. Thomas Waitz said something very interesting there. One country. One
country, and we virtually have chaos in the world when it comes to food security.

So what is food security or is it different? Are we looking for food sovereignty? Because remember, we're number one in
Ireland and we can't actually feed ourselves. How the hell is that security?
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Colm Markey (PPE). - Mr President, Commissioner, fellow Members, we've all seen the dramatic increase in food
prices. Unfortunately for some, increased food prices mean unaffordability and mean hunger. Two hundred million
people already face food insecurity, and that’s only set to get worse. There are a number of things that are critical to
address in food security.

The UN-brokered Black Sea grain deal has been a great success. Seven million tonnes of grain have been exported from
the Ukraine, and have been vital for the vulnerable. However, this deal is set to end in November. It is vital that we
ensure that this deal continues and that the true value of this deal will only be really achieved in the long term. We
cannot let Putin link vital humanitarian action with economic sanctions.

Equally, fertiliser must pass, it plays a very important part: 60% of food production is dependent on fertiliser. Essentially,
if with no fertiliser, with no food. But it’s not just about the war. We have other challenges as well in the longer term:
climate, sustainability, a growing population.

We must act now. In the long term, we must create a sustainable model. We must recognise the critical interplay
between food, energy and sustainability. We must invest in new technologies that will help us address the challenges.
And we must continue to use fertiliser, pesticides and other aid to production in a sensible, sustainable way.

And critically, in the short term, we must continue to get our grain exports out of Ukraine, and we must ensure that we
have fertiliser next spring. Communication, words are not enough; we need action now, not next spring, if we are to
ensure our food security in the coming weeks, months and years ahead.

Maria Noichl (S&D). — Sehr geehrter Herr Prisident, liebe Kommissarin! Mit Hunger gibt es keinen Frieden, das wissen
wir alle. Und gegen Hunger zu kdmpfen, ist Friedenspolittk Nummer eins. Aber im Schatten dieser Krise, die wir
momentan haben, im Schatten wird auch jetzt Parteipolitik gemacht. Es wird behauptet, Hunger wird gestillt, wenn
wir hier in Europa auf 4 % Brachfliche verzichten. Es wird behauptet, Hunger wird gestillt, wenn wir hier die Frucht-
folge nicht einhalten. Ich halte das fiir scheinheilig. Nachhaltige Lebensmittelsysteme sind viel umfassender grundgelegt.
Zum Beispiel miissen wir endlich wegkommen von unserem Sojaimport. Nachhaltige Lebensmittelsysteme konnen sich
nicht auf massiven Import stiitzen. Das funktioniert nicht. Wir miissen wegkommen davon, dass wir die Hinde auf den
Flachen anderer haben. Wir leben doch von den Flichen anderer. Warum wird das nicht thematisiert?

Wir miissen Linder unterstiitzen, dass sie sich selbst ernihren konnen. Natiirlich gibt es auch mal Krisen, da muss von
auswirts Nahrung zugefithrt werden. Aber normalerweise muss es sein, dass sich Linder selbst ernihren. Vor allen
Dingen brauchen wir eine Handelspolitik, die auf Augenhohe ist. Hunger kann nur und zwar ausschlie€lich vor Ort
gestillt werden. Das muss man erst mal begreifen und dann danach handeln.

Asger Christensen (Renew). — Hr. formand! Fru kommisser! 70% af den europwiske godningsindustri er lukket. Det
har allerede fiet store konsekvenser for landmendene, og fedevarekrisen forveerres. Vi har nu fiet lukket op for kornek-
sporten fra Ukraine, men det er slet ikke nok. Hvis vi ikke handler nu, s bliver situationen i 2023 meget, meget vaerre.
Den helt almindelige europaeer ser i gjeblikket, at fodevarepriserne stiger og stiger. I tredjeverdenslande vil millioner af
mennesker g sultne i seng. Vi ser ind i en tid med udbredt hungersned. Vi ser ind i en tid, hvor vi risikerer store
migrationsstremme til Europa, hvis vi ikke handler nu. Derfor skal vi prioritere energien til gedningsindustrien. Samtidig
skal vi sikre, at vores europaiske kollegaer kan kebe godning til en fornuftig pris, sd vi kan afhjelpe fodevarekrisen. At
fylde tallerkenen er lige sé vigtig som, at der er energi nok til at varme husene op. At gamble med fedevaresikkerhed kan
fore til kaos i hele Europa. Jeg vil bare lige minde om, at tre dages bredmangel i Paris skabte den franske revolution.

Michaela §0jdrové (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, Ms Commissioner, Mr Minister, food security became a
topical issue for the EU and for all world leaders. The situation that would have already been hard due to the impact
of climate change and COVID-19 pandemic is now even more severe due to the Russian aggression and the disruption
of crop markets.
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The European Union must ensure food security for European citizens and also support countries that do not have
sufficient resources. According to the World Food Programme, it is estimated that by 2022, up to 345 million people
will be food insecure. War is the reason why we fear that the situation will get worse. I am convinced that green
agriculture policies must not go aside. The goals of the Green Deal and Farm to Fork are long term.

However, since February this year, ensuring food security is again a crucial issue, and we should temporarily relax some
environmental measures. [ agree with postponing obligations to rotate crops to leave 4% of the arable land set aside or
to reduce the amount of used pesticides. We call for using new genomic techniques in European agriculture. It is the
duty for the European Commission. Of course, we all know that peace is the precondition of food security and we all
should thank and support our European farmers.

Karsten Lucke (S&D). — Herr Prisident! Wir haben heute viele Aspekte iiber den Hunger in der Welt gehort. Ich glaube
aber, wir brauchen tatsichlich einen noch stirkeren Gesinnungswandel und vor allen Dingen ein echtes und wirkliches
Tun, in das wir kommen miissen. Uber 800 Millionen Menschen hungern weltweit, aber wir haben Rekordproduktion
von Essen auf diesem Planeten, schwindelerregende Nahrungsmittelverschwendung, Kriege, Konflikte, die Armut und
Instabilitdt schiiren, den Klimawandel, lindliche Bevolkerung, die mit miesen Arbeitsbedingungen und ohne soziale
Absicherung lebt, und, und, und.

Die Liste rund um den Hunger in der Welt ist leider immer noch lang und umfangreich und beschdmend. Also: change of
mindset und proaktives Handeln. Nahrungsmittel sind fir Menschen da und kein Spekulationsobjekt. Wir brauchen
Anerkennung und Unterstiitzung von lokalen Nahrungsmittelerzeugerinnen und -erzeugern. Und weitere Stichworte:
hin zu mehr Agrarokologie, Ausbau von Landrechten, Wiirdigung der Rolle der Frau in der lokalen Produktion und
Ausbau ihrer Rechte, eine Riickbesinnung auf traditionelles Saatgut. Und abschlieBend: Agrarwirtschaft muss im
Globalen Siiden auch wieder attraktiv fur junge Menschen werden. Das Problem des Hungers ist und bleibt riesig. Wir
haben eine Menge an Losungsmaglichkeiten in unserer Toolbox. Was wir brauchen, ist ein viel konsequenteres Handeln.

Atunxe Anmvesa-Benu (Renew). — T-u Ilpencemarer, r-xo Komucap, cpemara Ha [-20 mOCTaBst aKIEHT BHPXY IPOTOBOJICTBE-
HATa CUTYPHOCT U [I0OANHUTE MPEIV3BMKATENCTBA, CBbP3aHM C Hesl. BoiiHata B YKpaiiHa sICHO HM M0Ka3a, ue EBponeficKusT chio3
ce HyX[ae OT LAIOCTeH MOMIXOM 33 TapaHTMpaHe Ha NPOIOBOJICTBEHAaTa CUTYPHOCT, a B IIBITOCPOUEH IUIAH VM OCUTYpsBaHE Ha
IIPOHOBOJICTBEHA HE3aBUCUMOCT.

3a [1a cMe CUTypHM, Ye XpaHara wie Obe JOCTBIIHA 1 HAIMYHA € HeOOXOMMMO YCKOpsIBAHE Ha TPAHCPOPMALMSATA KbM YCTONUMBY
3eMefienyie 1 [POM3BOICTBEHM CUCTEMH, KOMTO ca CIIOCOOHM [a M3IbPXKAT Ha CHTpeceHus M Kpuau. Pemmasaiio 3a eBpomerickute
depMepu B MOMEHTA € NpONbIIKABAHE HA AHTMKPUBMCHOTO IOMNOMAraHe, 0COOCHO Ha Hail-3aCTHATMTE — KMBOTHOBBIMTE 1
MaIKiTe CTOIIAHCTBA, KAKTO I ONpefesisIHe Ha HOBH [IO-BUCOKM TABAHM 33 IbPXKABHM IMOMOL. KoJlery, B 3aKimoueHue Myt 103BO-
JieTe 1 3aBbpIIA C eIHa Obrapcka moropopka ,Hukoit He e mo-romsM ot xisba u HMKOI He GyBa a ObIe JIMIIABAH OT HeEro.“

Marlene Mortler (PPE). — Schr geehrter Herr Prisident, liebe Frau Kommissarin, Kollegen! Wir brauchen weltweit nicht
weniger, sondern mehr Landwirtschaft. Ja, ich teile diese Einschitzung von Prof. Dr. Dr. Rademacher vom Club of Rome.
Denn wenn wir das Megathema globale Ernihrungssicherheit den Ideologen und Aktivisten iiberlassen, kommen wir
immer weiter weg vom Menschenrecht Nahrung fiir alle. Die Welt wichst jeden Monat um 9 Millionen Menschen.
Das geht auch nicht mit mehr Verboten und Stilllegungen wie zum Beispiel in Europa.

Trauen wir unseren Bauern einfach mehr zu. Es braucht mehr Wissenschaft, mehr Innovation, mehr Investitionen fiir
eine nachhaltige Landwirtschaft, fiir widerstandsfahige Agrarlebensmittelsysteme. Die Verfigbarkeit von Diingemitteln
und Pflanzenschutzmitteln fiir gesunde Pflanzen, ihr effizienter Einsatz und auch die Reduzierung von Nahrungsmittel-
verlusten und weniger Verschwendung sind essenziell Wir miissen vermeiden, dass eine Krise beim Zugang
zu Nahrungsmitteln auch zu einer Krise bei der Verfiigbarkeit von Nahrungsmitteln wird, so der Generaldirektor der
FAO. Steigende Lebensmittelpreise fiir den Verbraucher und steigende Inputpreise fur die Landwirte haben jetzt schon
verheerende Auswirkungen auf die weltweite Erndhrungssicherheit. Umso mehr ist es unsere Aufgabe, verfiigbare und
erschwingliche Nahrungsmittel fiir alle zu gewdahrleisten und zu fordern. Die EU-Kommission muss sich hier endlich
ihrer Verantwortung bewusst werden, und zwar aus vollem Herzen und nicht nur aus halbem.
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Pierre Karleskind (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, il y a trois milliards d'individus dans le monde dont l'apport en
protéines dépend de la péche, dépend des océans. Et pourtant, quand on lit les conclusions de ce sommet du G20, il n'y
a rien. Rien sur la péche, rien sur I'aquaculture. (Le Président interrompt lorateur) Et pour cause, nombre des pays autour
de la table au G20 pratiquent allegrement et de facon industrielle la péche illégale. Cette péche illégale qui pille les
ressources, qui met en péril sans arrét la vie de ces trois milliards d’individus.

Et nous alors, dans tout cela? Nous, nous courons derriere nos pécheurs pour vérifier la taille de chaque poisson, la
maille de chaque filet, mais surtout, nous importons 70 % des produits de la mer que nous consommons. Dans le
meilleur des cas, nous nous bercons de lillusion quils ont été péchés de facon légale par d'autres, sur lesquels nous
n’‘avons aucun controle. Mais nous devons nous rendre a 'évidence: a chaque fois que nous consommons un poisson qui
vient de I'extérieur, nous piochons dans l'assiette de ces trois milliards d’individus. Il est grand temps, chers amis, qu'ici,
dans I'Union européenne, nous posions sur la table la question de la contribution de la péche et de l'aquaculture a la
sécurité alimentaire globale.

Daniel Buda (PPE). — Apreciez foarte mult preocupdrile ministrilor agriculturii, G20, dar acestea trebuie si fie urmate
de implementarea unor politici echilibrate in sectorul agricol.

Rizboiul din Ucraina a perturbat pietele agricole si a accentuat situatia deja gravd cauzatd de Covid-19, exercitind o
presiune suplimentard asupra securititii alimentare si cauzand cresterea preturilor la alimente.

Doamni comisar, apreciez foarte mult observatiile dumneavoastrd vizavi de problema fertilizantilor §i sunt perfect de
acord cu ceea ce spuneti.

Dar astdzi fermierii sunt supusi unor presiuni crescande din partea Comisiei Europene, iar Regulamentul privind redu-
cerea utilizdrii pesticidelor §i Directiva privind reducerea emisiilor industriale, vd atrag atentia, ii pot distruge iremediabil
pe fermierii nostri si, implicit, vor provoca foamete §i migratie.

Trebuie sd intelegem ci acest riazboi pornit de Rusia nu este doar un rdzboi purtat cu arme, ci i unul alimentar si
energetic.

Populatia lumii este intr-o continud dinamicd, ajungdnd la peste 10 miliarde in 2050, ceea ce presupune, potrivit
studiilor, cresterea productiei agricole cu peste 70 % fatd de perioada actuald. Uniunea Europeand si statele lumii trebuie
sd ia mdsuri rapide §i concrete pentru a asigura securitatea alimentard atét la nivel european, cit si la nivel global. Cu
alte cuvinte, trebuie sd transformdm provocirile in oportunititi.

Pentru a asigura productia necesard, fermierii au nevoie insd de sprijin (si aici ma refer atit la fermierii din Uniunea
Europeand, cit si la fermierii din afara Uniunii Europene).

Nu vreau sd ajungem in situatia in care litrul de lapte si kilogramul de carne si fie privite ca o piesd de muzeu, imposibil
de atins pentru consumatorul larg, mai ales in zonele sirace ale lumii.

Barry Andrews (Renew). — Mr President, Commissioner, in the last global food security crisis, in 2008, 40 countries
experienced civil unrest directly as a result. So when it comes to global food security, we as a Parliament have to ask
ourselves one question. Should the European Union do all it can to ensure that people have physical and economic
access to safe food?

And yet the humanitarian financing gap, the difference between needs and resources, has never been higher. Europe is
clearly not doing everything it can. And while the commitments made by the G20 agriculture ministers are very
welcome, there is clearly more to do. According to the World Hunger Index, published last week by Concern
Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe, levels of world hunger are becoming catastrophic. Forty-four countries are facing
serious or alarming levels of hunger. And just this evening, reports say that doctors on the ground expect a famine to
be declared in Somalia next month.

And how has Europe responded? Well, we have responded by cutting development and humanitarian aid in the ongoing
budget negotiations.

Catch-the-eye procedure
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Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pane piedsedajici, potravinovd krize je skute¢né redlnou hrozbou a Evropskd unie musi ucinit
viechno proto, aby ji eliminovala, aby ji co nejvice odvritila. Je popohdnéna nepochybné Putinovou vélkou, a pfed-
stavuje ohroZen{ tisici mrtvych denné, desitek miliont lidi v extrémni chudobé, na které dopadd kombinace rtiznych
krizi geopolitické, klimatické, samoziejmé energetické, co vSechno vede ke zdrazovani potravin.

Jsem pFesvédéen, ze Evropskd unie ma kapacity na to, aby dokdzala — ve spolupraci samoziejmé s nadimi partnery —
tuto potravinovou krizi odvritit a také aby zajistila bezpe¢nost zdsobovéni potravin na evropské trovni. To je samo-
zfejmé jeden z dalsich cild. Sobéstacnost je v fadé statt iluze, ale pro EU to musi byt jeden z téch zakladnich dkold.

Iréne Tolleret (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, jaimerais que le Parlement européen lance un appel
aux Etats du G20 pour qu'ils prennent I'engagement ferme daider les pays les plus pauvres a renforcer leur sécurité
alimentaire. Ces pays sont les premiéres victimes du chantage sur I'approvisionnement en nourriture exercé par Poutine
dans sa guerre contre I'Ukraine.

A court terme, des mesures doivent étre prises rapidement avec des initiatives telles que l'opération «sauvetage des
cultures» promue par le gouvernement francais. En effet, il faut suffisamment d’engrais pour que les pays plus pauvres
puissent produire leur propre nourriture. A long terme, nous devons également les aider a se sevrer de leur dépendance
a I'égard du reste du monde. 1l est essentiel d’améliorer la durabilité et la résilience de leur production face au change-
ment climatique.

Nous devons aussi investir dans la recherche et I'innovation. Je regrette donc que la proposition de la Commission
européenne sur les nouvelles techniques d’édition génétiques ne soit pas attendue avant le dernier semestre 2023. 11 est
urgent de trouver des solutions efficaces pour réduire la consommation d'intrants, ce qui aurait un double avantage
économique et environnemental.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Véra Jourova, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you for this rich debate. You have
pointed to the multiple considerations that are at the heart of the food security crisis we are facing. Its complexity
requires coherent and coordinated solutions. We need close collaboration between the EU institutions, Member States
and also international partners.

Obviously, the European Parliament will also play an important role and we will strive to provide you with regular
updates about the crisis and our response. We need to continue working with Member States in a Team Europe
approach across the various dimensions of food security and to coordinate our response with global partners in the
context of the United Nations, the G7, G20, and other forums.

Let me react to some of the comments or questions. First, on fertilisers. I want to repeat again that, for the beginning of
November, the Commission is preparing a communication on fertilisers. The EU is supporting the development of
organic fertilisers and plants which require less fertilisers.

Also, on the need to support farmers, the Member States will have the flexibility to take account of the new situation in
their common agricultural policy strategic plans, which, as you know, are connected with the use of European agricul-
tural funding.

The last reaction — on your comments on increase of production. We need to look at the current crisis and enable a
production increase, but we also need to ensure long-term food security by transforming our food systems towards
sustainability.

Honourable Members, there is no single solution to address this crisis. However, and we all know that the most effective
step would be for Russia to stop immediately its military aggression and stop using food and energy as geopolitical
weapons, which undermines food security worldwide.

Therefore, in close collaboration with you, we will keep the pressure on Russia and will support effective multilateral
solutions to prevent a possible global food crisis.

Mikulds Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, Vice-President of the Commission, honourable Members,
ensuring global food security is a key priority for the EU, and I am pleased to see that Parliament shares our views on
these matters.
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First of all, let me underline that 'm here in my capacity as Presidency of the Council, and I should not comment on the
situation of individual Member States. I would expect that the distinction between the role of a representative of the
Council and the role of a member of a national government is not only understood, but even respected by Members of
this House.

Coming back to global food security, which is the topic of this debate, our actions to address food security are part of a
wider effort by the international community, which must continue to be coordinated by the United Nations. We will
keep working with our international partners to prevent further escalation of the food security crisis and to alleviate the
immediate humanitarian needs.

We will keep supporting ongoing UN-led efforts to keep the Black Sea maritime route open for Ukrainian grain exports.
This is crucial; the world needs Ukrainian cereals. In parallel, we will pursue our action to facilitate transport of
Ukrainian grain overland through the solidarity lanes.

Beyond this food crisis and the immediate humanitarian needs, decisive action is needed to address the root causes of
hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity in the world. We will step up our efforts to help vulnerable countries in
making their food systems more resilient and reducing their import dependency.

President. — The debate on this item is closed.

Written statements (Rule 171)

Gyorgy Holvényi (PPE), irdsban. — Az unid elsGdleges kotelessége sajit tagillamait segiteni a kiszdmithaté mezdgazda-
sagi termelést. Emellett azonban nem feledkezhetiink meg afrikai partnerorszdgainkrdl sem, ahol az egyre fokozddd
éhinség Gjabb tomeges elvdndorldsi hullimot indithat el.

Ukrajna és Oroszorszag egyiittesen adja a vildg élelmiszerigényenek 30%-at. Dont6 jelentGségti, hogy miként hasznéljdk
ezt a hatalmi eszkozt a hdboris felek, mindenekelStt Oroszorszag. Latnunk kell, a globdlis élelmiszervalsag, illetve az
orosz és ukrdn élelmiszerexporttdl vald fiigg8ség ardnytalanul érinti Afrikdt, hiszen itt a lakossdg élelmiszerigényének
mintegy 80%-dt a kontinensen kiviilr6l importdljdk, szinte teljes egészében Ukrajndbél és Oroszorszagbol.

Visszds helyzettel allunk szemben: Afrika kétmillié négyzetkilométer megmivelhets, de nem hasznositott foldteriilettel
rendelkezik, mégis 278 millié embert fenyeget éhinség. A dramai helyzetet tovabb sulyosbitja a kontinens szerte romlé
biztonsdgi helyzet. Etidpidban, a Szdhel régioban és Nigéridban is a fegyveres konfliktusok valamint a valldsi szélsGsége-
sek fokoz6d6 tdmaddsai akaddlyozzdk a gazddkat, hogy a foldeken dolgozzanak.

Az afrikai élelmezésbiztonsdg megteremtésére csak az afrikai vélaszok jelenthetnek fenntarthaté megoldast! Az uniénak
meg kell taldlnia a lehetSségeket arra, hogy az afrikai orszdgokkal és mds nemzetkozi partnerekkel egyiittmtikodve
segitse a kontinens mezGgazdasdgi termelésének megerdsitését. Ehhez nélkiilozhetetlen a helyi gazddk tdmogatésa, a
piaci hozzaférés javitdsa valamint a klimavdltozds hatdsainak ellenallni képes mezGgazdasdgi technoldgiak, egyebek mel-
lett korszert vizgazdalkoddsi rendszerek alkalmazésa.

Valdemar Toma$evski (ECR), rastu. — Dabartiné ekonomikos ir energetikos krizé pasaulyje ir Europoje gilina ir desta-
bilizuoja pasauling maisto rinka. Siuo atveju Europos Sajunga ir jos valstybés narés turi pradéti geriau koordinuoti
veiksmus, padedancius susidoroti su kylanciomis kainomis ir teikti paramg skurdziausiems gyventojams ir $eimoms.
Didéjancios kainos reiskia, kad Zmonés negali sau leisti nusipirkti tiek maisto, kiek galéjo pries kelis ménesius, o
mazas pajamas gaunantys namy wkiai, taip pat ir Sajungoje, susiduria su dar daugiau sunkumy ir i$laidy. Pirmiausia
reikia pradéti nuo ES Zemés tkio maisto produkty gamybos rémimo; tai yra remti masy dkininkus, kad jie galéty
pagaminti daugiau maisto Europos rinkai. Svarbu, kad valstybés narés remty ES dkininkus, kenc¢ian¢ius nuo didesniy
gamybos sgnaudy. Taciau tam reikia reformuoti ES Zemés Tkio politikg ir padidinti finansinius iSteklius Zemeés akiui.
Taip pat reikia galy gale sustabdyti tkininky i§ naujyjy valstybiy nariy diskriminacijg, o i§mokos uZ hektara visoje
Sajungoje turi biti sulygintos. Tokiu biidu skatinsime tokiy 3aliy kaip Lietuva Gkininkus didinti pasélius ir Zemés tikio
produkcija. Taip pat reikia nukrypti nuo tam tikry BZUP reikalavimy, pavyzdZiui, nuo Zemés atidéjimo. Siandieninéje
situacijoje Zemés piidymas néra reikalingas. Nepamirskime, kad krizés metu Sajunga turi padéti labiausiai nepasiturin-
tiems gyventojams.
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20. Vysvetlenia hlasovania
Sédes vaditajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas jautdjums:

Balsojumu skaidrojumi

20.1. Vseobecny rozpocet Eurdpskej tinie na rozpoctovy rok 2023 - vsetky oddiely
(A9-0241/2022 - Nicolae Stefinuta, Niclas Herbst)

Mutiski balsojumu skaidrojumi

Miriam Lexmann (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, I co-sign and support the general budget amendment concer-
ning the Commission’s financing of a campaign promoting the hijab. I supported this amendment two weeks ago. I
supported it today. And I should and I, should it be necessary, will support it again.

I find it perplexing that the Union’s budget, our taxpayers’ money, is used to finance a campaign that trivialises the
mandatory veiling, and especially today, at a time when the women of Iran are fighting for freedom and dignity. Let me,
however, also express my disappointment at those in this House who so often speak about the right to choose and yet
shamefully voted against this amendment.

If we truly support women'’s right to choose, then we should firmly say ‘no’ to mandatory veiling and not fund pro-
grammes that trivialise it. It is both a question of defending human dignity and the values on which our society is
founded on.

Manon Aubry (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, imaginez un instant que chaque Européen regoive un cheque de
300 euros pour faire face a 'explosion des prix et sortir la téte de I'eau. 300 euros par personne, cela parait trop beau
pour étre vrai et pourtant, de l'argent, il y en a, il suffit d’aller le chercher. 300 euros par Européen, c’est la somme que
nous aurions pu donner en mettant uniquement a contribution ceux qui s'enrichissent le plus.

Mais cet argent, le groupe Renaissance, la droite et 'extréme droite ont, ensemble, décidé de le laisser dans la main des
ultrariches en refusant de voter mes amendements au budget 2022 sur la taxation des transactions financieres les plus
spéculatives et sur une taxation des super-profits des grandes entreprises dans tous les secteurs, ce qui aurait rapporté
130 milliards d’euros par an.

En rejetant en bloc nos propositions, la droite et I'extréme droite ont donc, en réalité, volé 300 euros a chaque citoyen
européen. Alors aux privilégiés qui s’assoient sur un tas d’'or comme aux élus complices qui les protégent, j'ai envie de
dire une chose: rendez l'argent.

Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pane pfedsedajici, jd jsem tento ndvrh rozpoétu podpofil, protoze samozfejmé predstavuje
schvélen{ tohoto rozpoctu, uréitou vyzvu pro Parlament, jak najit uméfeny rozpocet. Myslim si, Ze vysledné znéni a
schvélené znéni reaguje dostate¢né na krize, kterym Celime.

Je samoziejmé tento rozpocet vyrovnany. Jisté vite, Ze Evropskd unie nemtize takzvané Zit v tomto smyslu na dluh, néco
jiného byla postcovidovd obnova, kde byl pfijat specidlni program. Nicméné plnéni nasich cild, at jde o zaméstnanost,
nebo digitalizaci, odstraniovani rozdild mezi regiony, digitalizaci jako takovou, inovace, tak to jsem pfesvédéen, Ze tento
rozpocet plni. Proto ja jsem jej podpofil.

Zajimd mé ovsem, jak se bude naklddat s ptipadnymi tzv. novymi penézi, které budou vychdzet z infla¢niho ristu.

Myslim si, Ze na to bychom se méli jesté v pFi§tim roce zaméfit.

20.2. Udrzatelné lodné paliva (iniciativa FuelEU Maritime) (A9-0233/2022 - Jorgen
Warborn)

Mutiski balsojumu skaidrojumi
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Manon Aubry (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, quel sens y a-t-il a voter ce texte sur les carburants maritimes soi-
disant durables sans se poser plus largement la question des 10 milliards de tonnes de marchandises qui traversent le
monde chaque année sur des porte-conteneurs ultra-polluants? Un iPhone, par exemple, parcourt 20 fois le tour de la
Terre avant d’arriver dans nos mains. Une crevette péchée en mer du Nord effectue 6 700 kilometres pour arriver dans
notre assiette, en passant par le Maroc, les Pays-Bas et 'Allemagne. Cest le résultat direct du tout libre-échange promu
par I'Union européenne, qui fait venir de la viande du Brésil, des céréales du Canada et du lait de Nouvelle-Zélande.

De la méme maniére, & quoi bon débattre de la couleur du carburant qu'on met dans les grands bateaux sans s'interroger
sur I'impact, notamment, des gigantesques paquebots de croisiére qui ravagent les océans et polluent tour a tour Venise,
Barcelone et Marseille?

Alors plutdt que de tenter de verdir un mode de transport qui restera toujours ultra-polluant, mettons fin au grand
déménagement du monde et organisons la relocalisation de notre alimentation et de notre industrie, et méme, dirais-je,
de nos loisirs.

Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pane pfedsedajici, jd jsem tento ndvrh zprdvy podpofil. Domnivim se, Ze pfedstavuje opét
vitany posun vpfed, protoze ndmoini doprava zastdvala tak trochu mimo naSe zorné pole. Spokojili jsme se s tim, Ze
mofe je volné a Ze na toto mofe nemdme prakticky Zaddny vliv. Myslim si, Ze je proto dobfe, Ze i Komise navrhla ndvrh
nafizeni, ktery ukazuje pozZadavky, které se v Evropé musi v tomto ohledu i na ndmoini dopravu vztahovat. Ob¢ané na
to poukazovali, jak vyrazné neekologicky se chovaji riizni provozovatelé ndmornich lodi. Po¢itd se sniZenim emisi i v
ndmofni dopravé. Ta trajektorie je nastavend, myslim, podle tohoto nafizeni spravné.

nepochybné. Ale my se bavime o tom, Ze se tyto emise rozhodné musi snizovat. Proto jsem tento ndvrh podpofil.

20.3. Zavadzanie infrastruktiry pre alternativne palivd (A9-0234/2022 — Ismail Ertug)
Mutiski balsojumu skaidrojumi

Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pane predsedajici, i tento ndvrh nafizeni jsem podpofil, pfestoze jsem nehlasoval pro ukon-
Ceni vyroby spalovacich motortl od roku 2035 z fady dobrych diivodii, nicméné tento ndvrh podle mé jde samoziejmé
spravnym smérem.

Pokud chceme podpofit uziti alternativnich paliv, af je to vodik, elektfina nebo v ur¢itém thlu pohledu i SNG pokud je
vyrdbénd z biomasy, tak je dilezité, aby tato podpora témto palivim byla také doprovdzena rozvojem, masivnim roz-
vojem a investicemi do infrastruktury, kterd bude zajistovat vyuziti a dostupnost téchto paliv. VSechny ndvrhy, které
udélaly, feknéme, tu sit dostupnosti infrastruktury nebo ¢ini tuto sit infrastruktury dostupnou, jsem podporil, at je to
Sedesét kilometrti na dalnici pro elektro nabijecky nebo sto padesit kilometrti pro vodik. Myslim si, Ze tento ndvrh jde
skute¢né spravnym smérem.

Sédes vaditajs. — Ta ka més esam palikusi divi deputati Saja jautdjuma, més $o jautdjumu beidzam. Tatad — balsojumu
skaidrojumi ir beigusies.

21. Program nasledujiceho rokovania
Sédes vaditajs. — Nakama séde ir ritdien, t. i, ceturtdien, 2022. gada 20. oktobr, plkst. 9.00.

Darba kartiba ir publicéta, un ta ir piecjama Eiropas Parlamenta timekla vietné.
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22. Schvilenie zdpisnice z dnesného rokovania

Sédes vaditajs. — Sis sédes protokols biis iesniegts Parlamentam apstiprinasanai ritdien, pécpusdienas sakuma.

23. Skoncenie rokovania

(Séde tika slegta plkst. 22.09.)
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