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II

(Besluiten waarvan de publicatie niet voorwaarde is voor de toepassing)

RAAD

BESLUIT VAN DE RAAD

van 24 maart 1997 (')

betreffende afschaffing van de rechten op informatietechnologieproducten

( 97/359/EG )

Overwegende dat het EC-ITA Schedule CXL, houdende
wijziging van de bestaande lijst van de Europese Gemeen
schap, bij de Wereldhandelsorganisatie moet worden
ingediend ;

Overwegende dat de overeenkomst inzake informatietech
nologieproducten en de mededeling betreffende de uitvoe
ring daarvan namens de Gemeenschap dienen te worden
goedgekeurd ,

BESLUIT:

DE RAAD VAN DE EUROPESE UNIE,

Gelet op het Verdrag tot oprichting van de Europese
Gemeenschap, inzonderheid op artikel 113 , juncto arti
kel 228 , lid 2 , eerste zin ,

Gezien het voorstel van de Commissie , *

Overwegende dat in het kader van de nieuwe transatlan
tische agenda , die tijdens de EU/VS-top van 13 december
1995 in Madrid werd goedgekeurd , besloten werd te
streven naar sluiting van een overeenkomst inzake infor
matietechnologie ;

Overwegende dat de Raad, naar aanleiding van de rap
portage van de Commissie over de verkennende bespre
kingen die zij met derde landen had gevoerd , op 16 no
vember 1996 besloot onderhandelingen te openen met
derde landen met het oog op sluiting van een overeen
komst inzake informatietechnologie ;

Overwegende dat de Europese Gemeenschap op 13 de
cember 1996 in Singapore haar goedkeuring hechtte aan
de verklaring inzake de handel in informatietechnologie
producten; dat deze verklaring een aantal noodzakelijke
voorwaarden stelt voor de tenuitvoerlegging van de
afschaffing van de tarieven voor informatietechnologie
producten; dat aan deze voorwaarden thans is voldaan;

Overwegende dat de ministeriële verklaring inzake de
handel in informatietechnologieproducten en de bijbeho
rende bijlagen en aanhangsels samen de overeenkomst
inzake de handel in informatietechnologiepoducten vor
men;

Artikel 1

De overeenkomst inzake de handel in informatietechnolo
gieproducten en de mededeling betreffende de uitvoering
daarvan worden namens de Gemeenschap goedgekeurd .

De tekst van de overeenkomst en van de mededeling zijn
aan dit besluit gehecht .

Artikel 2

Overeenkomstig punt 4 van de bijlage bij de ministeriële
verklaring inzake de handel in informatietechnologiepro
ducten:

i ) neemt de Raad ervan nota dat deelnemers die geza
menlijk circa 90 % van de wereldhandel in informa
tietechnologieproducten voor hun rekening nemen
van hun aanvaarding kennis hebben gegeven ;

ii ) hecht de Raad namens de Gemeenschap zijn goedkeu
ring aan het verzoek om fasering dat door een aantal
deelnemers aan de overeenkomst inzake informatie
technologie is ingediend .

( ! ) De geconsolideerde tekst van dit besluit bevat correcties die
de Raad op 14 mei 1997 heeft goedgekeurd .
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Artikel 3

De Raad machtigt de Commissie de wijzigingen van de
lijst van de Europese Gemeenschap, zoals opgenomen in
het EC-ITA Schedule CXL uit de aangehechte overeen
komst, bij de Wereldhandelsorganisatie in te dienen,
teneinde de douanerechten overeenkomstig de Verklaring
te consolideren en af te schaffen .

Artikel 5

Dit besluit wordt bekendgemaakt in het Publikatieblad
van de Europese Gemeenschappen .

Gedaan te Brussel , 24 maart 1997 .

Artikel 4

Voor de Raad

De Voorzitter

H. VAN MIERLO

De Voorzitter van de Raad verricht namens de Gemeen
schap de in de ministeriële verklaring bedoelde kennisge
ving.
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(VERTALING)

OVEREENKOMST

inzake de handel in informatietechnologieproducten

WERELDHANDELSORGANISATIE

13 december 1996

MINISTERIËLE CONFERENTIE

Singapore, 9—13 december 1996

MINISTERIËLE VERKLARING INZAKE DE HANDEL IN INFORMATIETECHNOLOGIEPRODUC
TEN

Singapore, 13 december 1996

DE MINISTERS ,

VERTEGENWOORDIGENDE de volgende leden van de Wereldhandelsorganisatie ( hierna „WHO "
genoemd ) alsmede staten of afzonderlijke douanegebieden die de procedure voor toetreding tot de WHO
doorlopen, welke in Singapore zijn overeengekomen de wereldwijde handel in informatietechnologieproduc
ten uit te breiden en die ruim 80% van de wereldhandel in deze producten voor hun rekening nemen
( hierna „ de partijen " genoemd):

Australië Korea
Canada Noorwegen
Europese Gemeenschappen Singapore
Hongkong Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen en Matsu
IJsland Turkije
Indonesië Verenigde Staten
Japan Zwitserland ( 1 )

GELET OP de sleutelrol die informatietechnologieproducten spelen bij de ontwikkeling van de informatie
industrie en de dynamische expansie van de wereldeconomie,

ERKENNENDE dat dient te worden gestreefd naar verhoging van de levensstandaard en naar uitbreiding
van de productie van en de handel in goederen,

WENSENDE de wereldwijde handel in informatietechnologieproducten maximaal te liberaliseren,

WENSENDE de permanente technologische ontwikkeling van de informatietechnologie-industrie te bevorde
ren,

GELET OP de positieve bijdrage van de informatietechnologie tot de wereldwijde economische groei en
welvaart ,

OVEREENGEKOMEN de resultaten van deze onderhandelingen ten uitvoer te leggen , wat bijkomende
concessies inhoudt naast die welke zijn vervat in de lijsten die zijn gehecht aan het Protocol van Marrakesh
bij de Algemene Overeenkomst betreffende tarieven en handel 1994 , en

ERKENNENDE dat de resultaten van deze onderhandelingen tevens betrekking hebben op enkele concessies
die zijn aangeboden in de onderhandelingen welke tot het opstellen van de aan het Protocol van Marrakesh
gehechte lijsten geleid hebben,

VERKLAREN als volgt :

1 . De handelsregeling van iedere partij dient zodanig te worden aangepast dat de mogelijkhe
den voor markttoegang voor informatietechnologieproducten worden uitgebreid .

f 1 ) Namens de douane-unie Zwitserland en Liechtenstein .



Nr . L 155/4 NL Publikatieblad van de Europese Gemeenschappen 12 . 6 . 97

2 . Overeenkomstig de in de bijlage bij deze Verklaring vervatte modaliteiten worden de
douanerechten en andere rechten en heffingen van welke aard dan ook, in de zin van artikel II ,
lid 1 , onder b ), van de Algemene Overeenkomst betreffende tarieven en handel 1994, door elke
partij geconsolideerd en afgeschaft ten aanzien van het volgende :

a ) alle producten die zijn of kunnen worden ingedeeld onder de in aanhangsel A bij de bijlage
bij deze Verklaring opgenomen artikelen van het Geharmoniseerd Systeem ( 1996 ) („ GS ");
en

b ) alle producten die in aanhangsel B bij de bijlage bij deze Verklaring zijn opgenomen,
ongeacht of deze producten ook voorkomen in aanhangsel A,

door middel van gelijke verlagingen van de douanerechten, te beginnen in 1997 en te voltooien
in 2000; hierbij wordt erkend dat het in een beperkt aantal gevallen noodzakelijk kan zijn de
verlaging van de rechten over een groter aantal jaren te spreiden en het aantal producten
waarop dit betrekking heeft vóór de tenuitvoerlegging uit te breiden .

3 . De Ministers uiten hun voldoening over het grote aantal producten dat in de aanhangsels
bij de bijlage bij deze Verklaring kon worden opgenomen . Zij dragen hun ambtenaren op al het
mogelijke te doen om de plurilaterale technische besprekingen in Genève op basis van deze
modaliteiten uiterlijk op 31 januari 1997 af te ronden, teneinde tenuitvoerlegging van deze
Verklaring door een zo groot mogelijk aantal deelnemers te verzekeren .

4 . De Ministers verzoeken de Ministers van andere lidstaten van de WHO en van staten of
afzonderlijke douanegebieden die momenteel de procedure voor toetreding tot de WHO
doorlopen, om aan hun ambtenaren eveneens dergelijke instructies uit te vaardigen, zodat zij
kunnen deelnemen aan de onder punt 3 bedoelde technische besprekingen en ten volle deel
kunnen hebben aan de uitbreiding van de wereldhandel in informatietechnologieproducten .

Bijlagen : Modaliteiten en producten

Aanhangsel A : GS-posten

Aanhangsel B : producten
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BIJLAGE

MODALITEITEN EN PRODUCTEN

Elk lid van de Wereldhandelsorganisatie , of een staat of afzonderlijk douanegebied die de procedure voor
toetreding tot de WHO doorloopt, kan aan de uitbreiding van de wereldhandel in informatietechnologie
producten deelnemen overeenkomstig de volgende modaliteiten :

1 . Elke deelnemer brengt de maatregelen die in punt 2 van de Verklaring zijn omschreven onder in zijn
lijsten van concessies bij de Algemene Overeenkomst betreffende tarieven en handel 1994 , en
bovendien ( ofwel onder de eigen tariefpost ofwel onder de 6-cijferige post van het Geharmoniseerde
Systeem ( GS ) 1996 ) in het officiële tarief of eventuele andere gepubliceerde versies van het tarief,
afhankelijk van de versie die doorgaans door importeurs en exporteurs wordt gebruikt . Elke deelnemer
die geen lid is van de WHO legt deze maatregelen autonoom ten uitvoer en brengt deze onder in de
WHO-lijst inzake markttoegang voor goederen .

2 . Hiertoe doet elke deelnemer zo spoedig mogelijk , doch uiterlijk op 1 maart 1997, aan alle andere
deelnemers een document toekomen met a ) de details betreffende de wijze waarop de passende
tariefbehandeling in de WHO-lijst van concessies wordt ingebracht, en b ) een overzicht van de
GS-posten voor de in aanhangsel B vermelde producten. Deze documenten zullen uiterlijk op 1 april
1997 op basis van consensus worden geëvalueerd en goedgekeurd . Zodra de evaluatie van een dergelijk
document is voltooid , wordt het aangemeld als wijziging op de lijst van de desbetreffende deelnemer,
overeenkomstig het besluit van 26 maart 1980 betreffende procedures voor wijziging en rectificatie van
de lijsten van tariefconcessies ( BISD 27S/25 ).

a ) De concessies die een deelnemer tot wijziging van zijn lijst van concessies voorstelt dienen tot
consolidering en afschaffing van alle douanerechten en andere rechten of heffingen, van welke aard
ook, op informatietechnologieproducten . Een en ander geschiedt op de volgende wijze :

i ) indien door de deelnemers niet anders wordt overeengekomen , worden de douanerechten
afgeschaft door middel van verlaging van het recht in gelijke stappen . Tenzij de deelnemers
anders overeenkomen, consolideert elke deelnemer uiterlijk op 1 juli 1997 alle tarieven voor de
in de aanhangsels genoemde producten . De eerste verlaging van het tarief treedt uiterlijk op
1 juli 1997 in werking, de tweede uiterlijk op 1 januari 1998 en de derde uiterlijk op 1 januari
1999 ; de afschaffing van de douanerechten dient uiterlijk op 1 januari 2000 te zijn voltooid . De
deelnemers komen overeen te bevorderen dat de douanerechten vóór deze tijdstippen autonoom
worden afgeschaft . Het verlaagde recht wordt in elke fase afgerond op de eerste decimaal ;

ii ) de afschaffing van alle andere rechten en heffingen in de zin van artikel II , lid 1 , onder b ), van
de Algemene Overeenkomst dient uiterlijk op 1 juli 1997 te zijn afgerond; uitzonderingen
hierop zijn mogelijTc indien deze zijn vermeld in het document van de deelnemer dat ter
evaluatie aan de andere deelnemers wordt voorgelegd .

b ) De wijzigingen in de lijst die door een deelnemer worden voorgesteld ter uitvoering van de
consolidatie en afschaffing van de douanerechten op informatietechnologieproducten dienen op de
volgende wijze te worden verricht :

i ) met betrekking tot de GS-posten in aanhangsel A worden waar nodig subposten gecreëerd in
het nationale tarief zoals dat in de lijst is opgenomen;

ii ) met betrekking tot de producten in aanhangsel B wordt bij de lijst een bijlage verstrekt waarin
alle producten in aanhangsel B zijn opgenomen ; in de bijlage worden de volledige GS-posten
voor deze producten vermeld , ofwel in de vorm van het nationale tarief ofwel in de vorm van
de 6-cijferige GS-code .

Elke deelnemer brengt de wijzigingen die hij heeft voorgesteld, zodra deze in werking zijn getreden,
aan in zijn eigen nationale tariefstelsel .

3 . De deelnemers komen periodiek bijeen, onder auspiciën van de Raad voor de Handel in Goederen, ter
beoordeling van het overzicht van producten in de aanhangsels . Beoordeeld wordt of de technologische
ontwikkelingen, de ervaring met de toepassing van de tariefconcessies of wijzigingen van de GS
nomenclatuur aanleiding geven tot het opnemen van nieuwe producten in de aanhangsels . Overleg
wordt gepleegd over niet-tarifaire handelsbelemmeringen met betrekking tot informatietechnologiepro
ducten . Dit overleg laat de rechten en plichten uit hoofde van de WHO-overeenkomst onverlet .

4 . De deelnemers komen bijeen zodra dit praktisch mogelijk is , echter uiterlijk op 1 april 1997, om te
bekijken hoeveel aanvaardingen zijn binnengekomen en te beoordelen welke conclusies daaruit moeten
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worden getrokken. De deelnemers leggen de maatregelen waarin de Verklaring voorziet ten uitvoer ,
mits een aantal deelnemers dat ca . 90% van de wereldhandel (') in informatietechnologieproducten
vertegenwoordigt tot dat moment kennis heeft gegeven van aanvaarding, en mits door de deelnemers
overeenstemming is bereikt over de fasering. Bij de beoordeling van de vraag of de maatregelen waarin
de Verklaring voorziet moeten worden uitgevoerd, kunnen de deelnemers, indien het aandeel in de
wereldhandel van de deelnemers enigszins lager is dan 90% , in aanmerking nemen in welke mate
wordt deelgenomen door de staten of afzonderlijke douanegebieden waarmee zij in deze producten het
meest intensief handel drijven . Op de bijeenkomst wordt door de deelnemers vastgesteld of aan deze
criteria is voldaan .

5 . De deelnemers komen zo vaak als nodig bijeen, doch uiterlijk op 30 september 1997, om eventuele
onderlinge afwijkingen ten aanzien van de indeling van informatietechnologieproducten te onderzoe
ken; prioriteit hebben daarbij de producten in aanhangsel B. De deelnemers komen overeen, dat zij er
gezamenlijk naar zullen streven om waar dit nuttig is tot een gemeenschappelijke indeling voor deze
producten te komen binnen de bestaande GS-nomenclatuur; daarbij wordt rekening gehouden met de
interpretaties en uitspraken van de Internationale Douaneraad ( ook bekend als Werelddouaneorganisa
tie of WDO ). In gevallen dat er een afwijkende indeling blijft bestaan, overwegen de deelnemers bij de
WDO een gezamenlijk voorstel in te dienen om de bestaande GS-nomenclatuur aan te passen, ook als
deze maatregel in strijd is met de Algemene Overeenkomst .

6 . De deelnemers zijn zich ervan bewust dat artikel XXIII van de Algemene Overeenkomst hierop van
toepassing is , in die gevallen dat voordelen voor een deelnemer die WHO-lid is direct of indirect
worden uitgehold of tenietgedaan door tenuitvoerlegging van deze Verklaring, als gevolg van de
toepassing van een maatregel door een andere deelnemer die WHO-lid is , ongeacht of deze maatregel
in strijd is met de bepalingen van de Algemene Overeenkomst .

7 . Wanneer een deelnemer verzoekt om overleg over de bovengenoemde verbintenissen , wordt dit verzoek
door elke deelnemer in welwillende overweging genomen . Dit overleg laat de rechten en verplichtingen
uit hoofde van de WHO-overeenkomst onverlet .

8 . Deelnemers die optreden onder auspiciën van de Raad voor de Handel in Goederen stellen andere leden
van de WHO alsmede staten of afzonderlijke douanegebieden die de procedure voor toetreding tot de
WHO doorlopen in kennis van deze modaliteiten, en plegen overleg om de deelname van de
laatstgenoemden aan de uitbreiding van de handel in informatietechnologieproducten op basis van deze
Verklaring te bevorderen .

9 . Voor de toepassing van deze modaliteiten wordt verstaan onder „ deelnemer ": de leden van de WHO
dan wel staten of afzonderlijke douanegebieden die de procedure voor toetreding tot de WHO
doorlopen, die het in lid 2 genoemde document uiterlijk op 1 maart 1997 hebben overgelegd .

10 . Deze bijlage staat open voor aanvaarding door alle leden van de WHO en alle staten of afzonderlijke
douanegebieden die de procedure voor toetreding tot de WHO doorlopen . Van de aanvaarding wordt
de directeur-generaal schriftelijk in kennis gesteld ; deze stelt alle deelnemers hiervan in kennis .

There are two Attachments to the Annex.

Attachment A lists the HS headings or parts thereof to be covered .

Attachment B lists specific products to be covered by an ITA wherever they are classified in the HS .

C1 ) Dit percentage wordt berekend door het secretariaat van de WTO op basis van de meest recente gegevens die ten tijde
van de bijeenkomst beschikbaar zijn .
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Attachment A, Section 1

HS 96 HS description

3818 Chemical elements doped for use . in electronics , in form of discs , wafers or similar forms ;
chemical compounds doped for use in electronics

8469 11 Word processing machines

8470 Calculating machines and pocket-size data recording, reproducing and displaying
machines with a calculating function; accounting machines, postage franking machines,
ticket-issuing machines and similar machines, incorporating a calculating device; cash
registers :

8470 10 Electronic calculators capable of operating without an external source of electric power
and pocket size data recording, reproducing and displaying machines with calculating
functions

8470 21 Other electronic calculating machines incorporating a printing device

8470 29 Other

8470 30 Other calculating machines

8470 40 Accounting machines

8470 50 Cash registers

8470 90 Other

8471 Automatic data processing machines and units thereof; magnetic or optical readers ,
machines for transcribing data onto data media in coded form and machines for
processing such data , not elsewhere specified or included :

8471 10 Analogue or hybrid automatic data processing machines

8471 30 Portable digital automatic data processing machines , weighing no more than 10 kg,
consisting of at least a central processing unit, a keyboard and a display

8471 41 Other digital automatic data processing machines comprising in the same housing at least
a central processing unit and an input and output unit , whether or not combined

8471 49 Other digital automatic data processing machines presented in the form of systems

8471 50 Digital processing units other than those of subheading 8471 41 and 8471 49 , whether or
not containing in the same housing one or two of the following types of units : storage
units , input units , output units

8471 60 Input or output units , whether or not containing storage units in the same housing

8471 70 Storage units , including central storage units , optical disk storage units , hard disk drives
and magnetic tape storage units

8471 80 Other units of automatic data processing machines

8471 90 Other

ex 8472 90 Automatic teller machines

8473 21 Parts and accessories of the machines of heading No 8470 of the electronic calculating
machines of subheading 8470 10, 8470 21 and 8470 29

8473 29 Parts and accessories of the machines of heading No 8470 other than the electronic
calculating machines of subheading 8470 10 , 8470 21 and 8470 29

8473 30 Parts and accessories of the machines of heading No 8471

8473 50 Parts and accessories equally suitable for use with machines of two or more of the
headings Nos 8469 to 8472

ex 8504 40 Static converters for automatic data processing machines and units thereof, and
telecommunication apparatus

ex 8504 50 Other inductors for power supplies for automatic data processing machines and units
thereof, and telecommunication apparatus
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HS 96 HS description

8517 Electrical apparatus for line telephony or line telegraphy, including line telephone sets
with cordless handsets and telecommunication apparatus for carrier-current line systems
or for digital line systems; videophones :

8517 11 Line telephone sets with cordless handsets

8517 19 Other telephone sets and videophones

851721 Facsimile machines

8517 22 Teleprinters

8517 30 Telephonic or telegraphic switching apparatus

8517 50 Other apparatus , for carrier-current line systems or for digital line systems

8517 80 Other apparatus including entry-phone systems

8517 90 Parts of apparatus of heading 8517

ex 8518 10 Microphones having a frequency range of 300 Hz to 3,4 KHz with a diameter not
exceeding 10 mm and a height not exceeding 3 mm, for telecommunication use

ex 8518 30 Line telephone handsets

ex 8518 29 Loudspeakers , without housing, having a frequency range of 300 Hz to 3,4 KHz with a
diameter not exceeding 50 mm, for telecommunication use

8520 20 Telephone answering machines

8523 11 Magnetic tapes of a width not exceeding 4 mm

8523 12 Magnetic tapes of a width exceeding 4 mm but not exceeding 6,5 mm

8523 13 Magnetic tapes of a width exceeding 6,5 mm

8523 20 Magnetic discs

8523 90 Other

8524 31 Discs for laser reading systems for reproducing phenomena other than sound or image

ex 8524 39 Other :

— for reproducing representations of instructions, data , sound, and image, recorded in a
machine readable binary form, and capable of being manipulated or providing
interactivity to a user , by means of an automatic data processing machine

8524 40 Magnetic tapes for reproducing phenomena other than sound or image

8524 91 Media for reproducing phenomena other than sound or image

ex 8424 99 Other :

— for reproducing representations of instructions, data, sound , and image, recorded in a
machine readable binary form , and capable of being manipulated or providing
interactivity to a user, by means of an automatic data processing machine

ex 8525 10 Transmission apparatus other than apparatus for radio-broadcasting or television

8525 20 Transmission apparatus incorporating reception apparatus

ex 8525 40 Digital still image video cameras

ex 8527 90 Portable receivers for calling, alerting or paging

ex 8529 10 Aerials or antennae of a kind used with apparatus for radio-telephony and
radio-telegraphy

ex 8529 90 Parts of:

transmission apparatus other than apparatus for radio-broadcasting or television
transmission apparatus incorporating reception apparatus
digital still image video cameras
portable receivers for calling, alerting or paging
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HS 96 HS description

8531 20 Indicator panels incorporating liquid crystal devices ( LCD ) or light emitting diodes
( LED )

ex 8531 90 Parts of apparatus of subheading 8531 20
8532 Electrical capacitors , fixed , variable or adjustable ( pre-set ):
8532 10 Fixed capacitors designed for use in 50/60 Hz circuits and having a reactive power

handling capacity of not less than 0,5 kvar ( power capacitors )
8532 21 Tantalum fixed capacitors

8532 22 Aluminium electrolytic fixed capacitors
8532 23 Ceramic dielectric , single layer fixed capacitors
8532 24 Ceramic dielectric , multilayer fixed capacitors
8532 25 Dielectric fixed capacitors of paper or plastics
8532 29 Other fixed capacitors

8532 30 Variable or adjustable ( pre-set ) capacitors

8532 90 Parts

8533 Electrical resistors ( including rheostats and potentiometers ), other than heating resistors :
8533 10 Fixed carbon resistors , composition or film types

8533 21 Other fixed resistors for a power handling capacity not exceeding 20 W
8533 29 Other fixed resistors for a power handling capacity of 20 W or more
8533 31 Wirewound variable resistors , including rheostats and potentiometers , for a power

handling capacity not exceeding 20 W

8533 39 Wirewound variable resistors , including rheostats and potentiometers , for a power
handling capacity of 20 W or more

8533 40 Other variable resistors , including rheostats and potentiometers
8533 90 Parts

8534 Printed circuits

ex 8536 50 Electronic AC switches consisting of optically coupled input and output circuits ( Insulated
thyristor AC switches )

ex 8536 50 Electronic switches, including temperature protected electronic switches, consisting of a
transistor and a logic chip (chip-on-chip technology ) for a voltage not exceeding 1 000 V

ex 8536 50 Electromechanical snap-action switches for a current not exceeding 11 amps
ex 8536 69 Plugs and sockets for co-axial cables and printed circuits
ex 8536 90 Connection and contact elements for wires and cables

8541 Diodes, transistors and similar semiconductor devices ; photosensitive semiconductor
devices , including photovoltaic cells whether or not assembled in modules or made up
into panels ; light-emitting diodes; mounted piezo-electric crystals :

8541 10 Diodes, other than photosensitive or light-emitting diodes
8541 21 Transistors , other than photosensitive transistors , with a dissipation rate of less than

1 W

8541 29 Transistors , other than photosensitive transistors, with a dissipation rate of 1 W or
more

8541 30 Thyristors , diacs and triacs , other than photosensitive devices
8541 40 Photosensitive semiconductor devices, including photovoltaic cells whether or not

assembled in modules or made up into panels ; light emitting diodes

8541 50 Other semiconductor devices

8541 60 Mounted piezo-electric crystals
8541 90 Parts



Nr. L 155/10 | NL | Publikatieblad van de Europese Gemeenschappen 12 . 6 . 97

HS 96 HS description

8542 Electronic integrated circuits and microassemblies

8542 12 Cards incorporating an electronic integrated circuit ('smart ' cards )

8542 13 Metal oxide semiconductors ( MOS technology )

8542 14 Circuits obtained by bipolar technology

8542 19 Other monolithic digital integrated circuits , including circuits obtained by a combination
of bipolar and MOS technologies ( BIMOS technology )

8542 30 Other monolithic integrated circuits

8542 40 Hybrid integrated circuits

8542 50 Electronic microassemblies

8542 90 Parts

8543 81 Proximity cards and tags

ex 8543 89 Electrical machines with translation or dictionary functions

ex 8544 41 Other electric conductors , for a voltage not exceeding 80 V, fitted with connectors , of a
kind used for telecommunications

ex 8544 49 Other electric conductors, for a voltage not exceeding 80 V, not fitted with connectors , of
a kind used for telecommunications

ex 8544 51 Other electric conductors, for a voltage exceeding 80 V but not exceeding 1 000 V, fitted
with connectors , of a kind used for telecommunications

8544 70 Optical fibre cables

9009 11 Electrostatic photocopying apparatus, operating by reproducing the original image directly
onto the copy ( direct process )

9009 21 Other photocopying apparatus, incorporating an optical system

9009 90 Parts and accessories

9026 Instruments and apparatus for measuring or checking the flow, level , pressure or other
variables of liquids or gases ( for example, flow meters , level gauges, manometers, heat
meters ), excluding instruments and apparatus of heading Nos 9014 , 9015 , 9028 or
9032 :

9026 10 Instruments for measuring or checking the flow or level of liquids

9026 20 Instruments and apparatus for measuring or checking pressure

9026 80 Other instruments and apparatus for measuring or checking of heading 9026

9026 90 Parts and accessories of instruments and apparatus of heading 9026

9027 20 Chromatographs and electrophoresis instruments

9027 30 Spectrometers , spectrophotometers and spectrographs using optical radiations ( UV,
visible , IR)

9027 50 Other instruments and apparatus using optical radiations ( UV, visible , IR ) of heading
No 9027

9027 80 Other instruments and apparatus of heading No 9027 ( other than those of heading
No 9027 10 )

ex 9027 90 Parts and accessories of products of heading 9027, other than for gas or smoke analysis
apparatus and microtomes

9030 40 Instruments and apparatus for measuring and checking, specially designed for
telecommunications ( for example, cross-talk meters , gain measuring instruments,
distorsion factor meters , photometers )
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Attachment A, Section 2

Semiconductor manufacturing and testing equipment and parts thereof

HS code Description Comments

ex 7017 10 Quartz reactor tubes and holders designed for insertion into
diffusion and oxidation furnaces for production of semiconductor
wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8419 89 Chemical vapor deposition apparatus for semiconductor
production

For Attachment B

ex 8419 90 Parts of chemical vapor deposition apparatus for semiconductor
production

For Attachment B

ex 8421 19 Spin dryers for semiconductor wafer processing
ex 8421 91 ' Parts of spin dryers for semiconductor wafer processing
ex 8424 89 Deflash machines for cleaning and removing contaminants from

the metal leads of semiconductor packages prior to the
electroplating process

ex 8424 89 Spraying appliances for etching, stripping or cleaning
semiconductor wafers

ex 8424 90 Parts of spraying appliances for etching, stripping or cleaning
semiconductor wafers

ex 8456 10 Machines for working any material by removal of material , by
laser or other light or photo beam in the production of
semiconductor wafers

ex 8456 91 Apparatus for stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers For Attachment B

8456 91 Machines for dry-etching patterns on semiconductor materials

ex 8456 99 Focused ion beam milling machines to produce or repair masks
and reticles for patterns on semiconductor devices

ex 8456 99 Lasercutters for cutting contacting tracks in semiconductor
production by laser beam

For Attachment B

ex 8464 10 Machines for sawing monocrystal semiconductor boules into
slices , or wafers into chips

For Attachment B

ex 8464 20 Grinding, polishing and lapping machines for processing of
semiconductor wafers

ex 8464 90 Dicing machines for scribing or· scoring semiconductor wafers
ex 8466 91 Parts for machines for sawing monocrystal semiconductor boules

into slices , or wafers into chips
For Attachment B

ex 8466 91 Parts of dicing machines for scribing or scoring semiconductor
wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8466 91 Parts of grinding, polishing and lapping machines for processing of
semiconductor wafers

ex 8466 93 Parts of focused ion beam milling machines to produce or repair
masks and reticles for patterns on semiconductor devices

ex 8466 93 Parts of lasercutters for cutting contacting tracks in semiconductor
production by laser beam

For Attachment B

ex 8466 93 Parts of machines for working any material by removal of
material , by laser or other light or photo beam in the production
of semiconductor wafers

ex 8466 93 Parts of apparatus for stripping or cleaning semiconductor
wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8466 93 Parts of machines for dry-etching patterns on semiconductor
materials

ex 8477 10 Encapsulation equipment for assembly of semiconductors For Attachment B
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HS code Description Comments

ex 8477 90 Parts of encapsulation equipment For Attachment B

ex 8479 50 Automated machines for transport , handling and storage of
semiconductor wafers , wafer cassettes , wafer boxes and other
material for semiconductor devices

For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Apparatus for growing or pulling monocrystal semiconductor
boules

ex 8479 89 Apparatus for physical deposition by sputtering on semiconductor
wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or cleaning
semiconductor wafers and flat panel displays

For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Die attach apparatus, tape automated bonders, and wire bonders
for assembly of semiconductors

For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Encapsulation equipment for assembly of semiconductors For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Epitaxial deposition machines for semiconductor wafers
ex 8479 89 Machines for bending, folding and straightening semiconductor

leads
For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Physical deposition apparatus for semiconductor production For Attachment B

ex 8479 89 Spinners for coating photographic emulsions on semiconductor
wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Part of apparatus for physical deposition by sputtering on
semiconductor wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts for die attach apparatus, tape automated bonders, and wire
bonders for assembly of semiconductors

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts for spinners for coating photographic emulsions on
semiconductor wafers

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts of apparatus for growing or pulling monocrystal
semiconductor boules

ex 8479 90 Parts of apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or
cleaning semiconductors wafers and flat panel displays

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts of automated machines for transport , handling and storage
for semiconductor wafers , wafer cassettes , wafer boxes and other
material for semiconductor devices

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts of encapsulation equipment for assembly of semiconductors For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts of epitaxial deposition machines for semiconductor wafers

ex 8479 90 Parts of machines for bending, folding and straightening
semiconductor leads

For Attachment B

ex 8479 90 Parts of physical deposition apparatus for semiconductor
production

For Attachment B

ex 8480 71 Injection and compression moulds for the manufacture of
semiconductor devices

ex 8514 10 Resistance heated furnaces and ovens for the manufacture of
semiconductor devices on semiconductor wafers

ex 8514 20 Inductance or dielectric furnaces and ovens for the manufacture of
semiconductor devices on semiconductors wafers

ex 8514 30 Apparatus for rapid heating of semiconductor wafers For Attachment B

ex 8514 30 Parts of resistance heated furnaces and ovens for the manufacture
of semiconductor devices on semiconductor wafers

ex 8514 90 Parts of apparatus for rapid heating of wafers For Attachment B

ex 8514 90 Parts of furnaces and ovens of Headings No 8414 10 to
No 8514 30

ex 8536 90 Wafer probers For Attachment B
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HS code Description Comments

8543 11 Ion implanters for doping semiconductor materials

ex 8543 30 Apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or cleaning
semiconductor wafers and flat panel displays

For Attachment B

ex 8543 90 Parts of apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or
cleaning semiconductor wafers and flat panel displays

For Attachment B

ex 8543 90 Parts of ion implanters for doping semiconductor materials

9010 41
to

9010 49

Apparatus for projection , drawing or plating circuit patterns on
sensitized semiconductor materials and flat panel displays

ex 9010 90 Parts and accessories of the apparatus of Headings No 9010 41 to
9010 49

ex 9011 10 Optical stereoscopic microscopes fitted with equipment specifically
designed for the handling and transport of semiconductor wafers
or reticles

For Attachment B

ex 9011 20 Photomicrographic microscopes fitted with equipment specifically
designed for the handling and transport of semiconductor wafers
or reticles

For Attachment B

ex 9011 90 Parts and accessories of optical stereoscopic microscopes fitted
with equipment specifically designed for the handling and
transport of semiconductor wafers or reticles

For Attachment B

ex 9011 90 Parts and accessories of photomicrographic microscopes fitted
with equipment specifically designed for the handling and
transport of semiconductor wafers or reticles

For Attachment B

ex 9012 10 Electron beam microscopes fitted with equipment specifically
designed for the handling and transport of semiconductor wafers
or reticles

For Attachment B

ex 9012 90 Parts and accessories of electron beam microscopes fitted with
equipment specifically designed for the handling and transport of
semiconductor wafers or reticles

For Attachment B

ex 9017 20 Pattern generating apparatus of a kind used for producing masks
or reticles from photoresist coated substrates

For Attachment B

ex 9017 90 Parts and accessories for pattern generating apparatus of a kind
used for producing masks or reticles from photoresist coated
substrates

For Attachment B

ex 9017 90 Parts of such pattern generating apparatus For Attachment B

9030 82 Instruments and apparatus for measuring or checking
semiconductor wafers or devices

ex 9030 90 Parts and accessoires of instruments and apparatus for measuring
or checking semiconductor wafers or devices

ex 9030 90 Parts of instruments and appliances for measuring or checking
semiconductor wafers or devices

ex 9031 41 Optical instruments and appliances for inspecting semiconductor
wafers or devices or for inspecting masks, photomasks or reticles
used in manufacturing semiconductor devices

ex 9031 49 Optical instruments and appliances for measuring surface
particulate contamination on semiconductor wafers

ex 9031 90 Parts and accessories of optical instruments and appliances for
inspecting semiconductor wafers or devices or for inspecting
masks, photomasks or reticles used in manufacturing
semiconductor devices

9031 90 Parts and accessories of optical instruments and appliances for
measuring surface particulate contamination on semiconductor
wafers
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Attachment B

Positive list of specific products to be covered by this agreement wherever they are classified in the HS .

Where parts are specified, they are to be covered in accordance with HS Notes 2 ( b ) to Section XVI and
Chapter 90 , respectively .

-— Computers : automatic data processing machines capable of ( 1 ) storing the processing program or
programs and at least the data immediately necessary for the execution of the program; ( 2 ) being freely
programmed in accordance with the requirements of the user ; ( 3 ) performing arithmetical computations
specified by the user; and ( 4 ) executing, without human intervention, a processing program which
requires them to modify their execution, by logical decision during the processing run .

The agreement covers such automatic data processing machines whether or not they are able to receive
and process with the assistance of central processing unit telephony signals , television signals , or other
analogue or digitally processed audio or video signals . Machines performing a specific function other
than data processing, or incorporating or working in conjunction with an automatic data processing
machine, and not otherwise specified under Attachment A or B, are not covered by this agreement,

— Electric amplifiers when used as repeaters in line telephony products falling within this agreement , and
parts thereof,

— Flat panel displays ( including LCD , electro luminescence, plasma and other technologies ) for products
falling within this agreement, and parts thereof,

— Network equipment : local area network ( LAN ) and wide area network ( WAN ) apparatus, including
those products dedicated for use solely or principally to permit the interconnection of automatic data
processing machines and units thereof for a network that is used primarily for the sharing of resources
such as central processor units , data storage devices and input or output — including adapters , hubs,
in-line repeaters , converters , concentrators , bridges and routers and printed circuit assemblies for
physical incorporation into automatic data processing machines and units thereof,

— Monitors : display units of automatic data processing machines with a cathode ray tube with a dot screen
pitch smaller than 0,4 mm not capable of receiving and processing television signals or other analogue or
digitally processed audio or video signals without assistance of a central processing unit of a computer as
defined in this agreement . The agreement does not, therefore , cover televisions, including high definition
televisions ('),

— Optical disc storage units , for automatic data processing machines ( including CD drives and
DVD-drives ), whether or not having the capability of writing/recording as well as reading, whether or
not in their own housings,

— Paging alert devices , and parts thereof,

— Plotters whether input or output units of HS heading No 8471 or drawing or drafting machines of HS
heading No 9017,

— Printed circuit assemblies for products falling within this agreement , including such assemblies for
external connections such as cards that conform to the PCMCIA standard .

Such printed circuit assemblies consist of one or more printed circuits of heading 8534 with one or more
active elements assembled thereon, with or without passive elements 'Active elements ' means diodes,
transistors , and similar semiconductor devices , whether or not photosensitive, of heading 8541 , and
integrated circuits and micro assemblies of heading 8542 ,

— Projection type flat panel display units used with automatic data processing machines which can display
digital information generated by the central processing unit ,

— Proprietary format storage devices including media therefore for automatic data processing machines,
with or without removable media and whether magnetic , optical or other technology, including
Bernouilli Box, Syquest, or Zipdrive cartridge storage units ,

— Multimedia upgrade kits for automatic data processing machines, and units thereof, put up for retail
sale , consisting of, at least , speakers and/or microphones as well as a printed circuit assembly that
enables the ADP machines and units thereof to process audio signals ( sound cards ),

— Set top boxes which have a communication function : a microprocessor-based device incorporating a
modem for gaining access to the Internet, and having a function of interactive information exchange .

(') Participants will conduct a review of this product description in January 1999 under the consultation provisions of
paragraph 3 of the Declaration .
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EC-ITA — Schedule CXL — Attachment A, Section 2

Description HS 97 Headings

* Quartz reactor tubes and holders designed for insertion into diffusion and oxidation
furnaces for production of semiconductor wafers

7020 00 05

* Chemical vapour deposition apparatus for semiconductor production 8419 89 20

* Parts of chemical vapour deposition apparatus for semiconductor production 8419 90 30

* Spin dryers for semiconductor wafer processing 8421 19 95

* Parts of spin dryers for semiconductor wafer processing 8421 91 10

* Deflash machines for cleaning and removing contaminants from the metal leads of
semiconductor packages prior to the electroplating process

8424 89 30

* Spraying appliances for etching, stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers 8424 89 20

* Parts of spraying appliances for etching, stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers 8424 90 10

* Machines for working any material by removal of material , by laser or other light or
photo beam in the production of semiconductor wafers

8456 10 10

* Apparatus for stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers 8456 99 30

* Machines for dry-etching patterns on semiconductor materials 8456 91 00

* Focused ion beam milling machines to produce or repair masks and reticles for
patterns on semiconductor devices

8456 99 10

* Lasercutters for cutting contacting tracks in semiconductor production by laser
beam

8456 10 10

* Machines for sawing monocrystal semiconductor boules into slices , or wafers into
chips

8464 10 10

* Grinding, polishing and lapping machines for processing of semiconductor wafers 8464 20 05

* Dicing machines for scribing or scoring semiconductor wafers 8464 90 10

* Parts for machines for sawing monocrystal semiconductor boules into slices , or
wafers into chips

8466 91 15

* Parts of dicing machines for scribing or scoring semiconductor wafers 8466 91 15

* Parts of grinding, polishing and lapping machines for processing of semiconductor
wafers

8466 91 15

* Parts of focused ion beam milling machines to produce or repair masks and reticles
for patterns on semiconductor devices

8466 93 15

* Parts of lasercutters for cutting contacting tracks in semiconductor production by
laser beam

8466 93 15

* Parts of machines for working any material by removal of material , by laser or other
light or photo beam in the production of semiconductor wafers

8466 93 15

* Parts of apparatus for stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers 8466 93 15

* Parts of machines for dry-etching patterns on semiconductor materials 8466 93 15

* Encapsulation equipment for assembly of semiconductors 8477
8477

10
59

10
05

* Parts of encapsulation equipment 8477 90 05

* Automated machines for transport , handling and storage of semiconductor wafers ,
wafer cassettes , wafer boxes and other material for semiconductor devices

8428 39 93

* Apparatus for growing or pulling monocrystal semiconductor boules 8479 89 65

» Apparatus for physical deposition by sputtering on semiconductor wafers 8419
8543

89
89

25
70
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Description HS 97 Headings

* Apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers
and flat panel displays

* Die attach apparatus , tape automated bonders , and wire bonders for assembly of
semiconductors

* Encapsulation equipment for assembly of semiconductors

* Epitaxial deposition machines for semiconductor .wafers

* Machines for bending, folding and straightening semiconductor leads

* Physical deposition apparatus for semiconductor production

* Spinners for coating photographic emulsions on semiconductor wafers

* Part of apparatus for physical deposition by sputtering on semiconductor wafers

* Parts for die attach apparatus , tape automated bonders, and wire bonders for
assembly of semiconductors

* Parts for spinners for coating photographic emulsions on semiconductor wafers

* Parts of apparatus for growing or pulling monocrystal semiconductor boules

* Parts of apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or cleaning semiconductor
wafers and flat panel displays

* Parts of automated machines for transport , handling and storage of semiconductor
wafers , wafer cassettes , wafer boxes and other material for semiconductor devices

* Parts of encapsulation equipment for assembly of semiconductors

* Parts of epitaxial deposition machines for semiconductor wafers

* Parts of machines for bending, folding and straightening semiconductor leads

* Parts of physical deposition apparatus for semiconductor production

* Injection and compression moulds for the manufacture of semiconductor devices

* Resistance heated furnaces and ovens for the manufacture of semiconductor devices
on semiconductor wafers

8479 89 75
8479 89 76

8479 89 77
8515 80 05
8515 90 10

8479 89 79
8543 89 73

8479 89 70

8462 21 05
8462 29 05

8543 89 72

8421 19 93

8543 90 30

8479 90 50

8421 91 10

8479 90 50 '

8479 90 50
8543 90 30

8431 39 20

8479 90 50
8543 90 30

8479 90 50

8466 94 10

8419 90 30
8543 90 30

8480 71 10

8514 10 05
8514 30 11
8514 30 91

8514 20 05Inductance or dielectric furnaces and ovens for the manufacture of semiconductor
devices on semiconductor wafers

Apparatus for rapid heating of semiconductor wafers 8419 89 15
8514 30 91

8514 90 10Parts of resistance heated furnaces and ovens for the manufacture of semiconductor
devices on semiconductor wafers

Parts of apparatus for rapid heating of wafers 8419 90 30
8514 90 10

8514 90 10

8536 90 20

8543 11 00

8479 89 75
8479 89 76
8543 30 10
8543 30 20

Parts of furnaces and ovens of headings No 8514 10 to No 8514 30

Wafer probers

Ion implanters for doping semiconductor materials

Apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or cleaning semiconductor wafers
and flat panel displays
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Description HS 97 Headings

* Parts of apparatus for wet etching, developing, stripping or cleaning semiconductor
wafers and flat panel displays

8479
8543

90
90

50
30

* Parts of ion implanters for doping semiconductor materials 8543 90 30

* Apparatus for projection , drawing or plating circuit patterns on sensitized
semiconductor materials and flat panel displays

9010
9010
9010
9010

41
42
49
50

00
00
00
10

* Parts and accessories of the apparatus of headings No 9010 41 to 9010 49 9010 90 10

* Optical stereoscopic microscopes fitted with equipment specifically designed for the
handling and transport of semiconductor wafers or reticles

9011 10 10

* Photomicrographic microscopes fitted with equipment specifically designed for the
handling and transport of semiconductor wafers or reticles

9011 20 10

* Parts and accessories of optical stereoscopic microscopes fitted with equipment
specifically designed for the handling and transport of semiconductor wafers or
reticles

9011 90 10

* Parts and accessories of photomicrographic microscopes fitted with equipment
specifically designed for the handling and transport of semiconductor wafers or
reticles

9011 90 10

* Electron beam microscopes fitted with equipment specifically designed for the
handling and transport of semiconductor wafers or reticles

9012 10 10

* Parts and accessories of electron beam microscopes fitted with equipment specifically
designed for the handling and transport of semiconductor wafers or reticles

9012 90 10

* Pattern generating apparatus of a kind used for producing masks or reticles from
photoresist coated substrates

9006
9017

10
20

10
31

* Parts and accessories for pattern generating apparatus of a kind used for producing
masks or reticles from photoresist coated substrates

9006
9017

99
90

10
10 ,

* Parts of such pattern generating apparatus 9017 90 10

* Instruments and apparatus for measuring or checking semiconductor wafers or
devices

9030 82 00

* Parts and accessories of instruments and apparatus for measuring or checking
semiconductor wafers or devices

9030 90 20

* Parts of instruments and appliances for measuring or checking semiconductor wafers
or devices

9030 90 20

* Optical instruments and appliances for inspecting semiconductor wafers or devices or
for inspecting masks, photomasks or reticles used in manufacturing semiconductor
devices

9031 41 00

* Optical instruments and appliances for measuring surface particulate contamination
on semiconductor wafers

9031 49 10

«- Parts and accessories of optical instruments and appliances for inspecting
semiconductor wafers or devices or for inspecting masks, photomasks or reticles used
in manufacturing semiconductor devices

9031 90 20

* Parts and accessories of optical instruments and appliances for measuring surface
particulate contamination on semiconductor wafers

9031 90 20
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EC-ITA — Schedule CXL — Attachment B

Description HS 97 Headings

8741 10 90
8471 30 00
8471 41 90
8471 49 90
8471 50 90
8528 12 10
8528 13 10
8543 89 17

* Computers : automatic data processing machines capable of
( 1 ) storing the processing program or programs and at least the data immediately

necessary for the execution of the program;
( 2 ) being freely programmed in accordance with the requirements of the user ;
( 3 ) performing arithmetical computations specified by the user ;
( 4 ) executing without human intervention , a processing program which requires

them to modify their execution, by logical decision during the processing run.
The agreement covers automatic data processing machines whether or not they are
able to receive and process with assistance of central processing unit telephony
signals , television signals , or other analogue or digitally processed audio or video
signals . Machines performing a specific function other than data processing, or
incorporating or working in conjunction with an automatic data processing machine,
and not otherwise specified under Attachment A or B, are not covered by this
agreement .

The agreement covers such automatic data processing machines whether or not they
are able to receive and process with the assistance of the central processing unit
telephony signals , television signals , or other analogue or digitally processed audio or
video signals .
However , machines performing a specific function other than data processing, or
incorporating or working in conjunction with an automatic data processing machine,
and not referred to under part A or B , are excluded from the product coverage of this
agreement .

* Electric amplifiers when used as repeaters in line telephony products falling within
this agreement , and parts thereof.

* Flat panel display devices ( including LCD , electro-luminescence, plasma,
vacuum-fluorescence and other technologies ) for products falling within this
agreement , and parts thereof.

8517 50 10
8517 80 90

8471 60 90
8473 30 10
8473 30 90
8531 20 30
8531 20 51
8531 20 59
8531 20 80
8531 80 30
8531 90 10
8531 90 30
9013 80 11
9013 80 19
9013 80 30
9013 90 10

8471 50 90
8471 60 90
8517 50 90

8471 60 90

Network equipment : local area network ( LAN ) and wide area network (WAN)
apparatus, including those products dedicated for use solely or principally to permit
the interconnection of automatic data processing machines and units thereof for a
network that is used primarily for the sharing of resources such as central processor
units , data storage devices and input or output units — including adapters , hubs,
in-line repeaters , converters , concentrators , bridges and routers , and printed circuit
assemblies for physical incorporation into automatic data processing machines and
units thereof.

Monitors : display units of automatic data processing machines with a cathode ray
tube with a dot screen pitch smaller than 0,4 mm not capable of receiving and
processing television signals or other analogue or digitally processed audio or video
signals without assistance of a central processing unit of a computer as defined in this
agreement .

The agreement does not , therefore, cover televisions, including high definition
televisions (').

Optical disc storage units for automatic data processing machines ( including CD
drives and DVD-drives ), whether or not having the capability of writing/recording as
well as reading, whether or not in their own housings .

8471 70 51

(') Participants will conduct a review of this product description in January 1999 under the consultation of paragraph 3 of
the Declaration .
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Description HS 97 Headings

* Paging alert devices and parts thereof.

* Plotters whether input or output units of HS heading No 8471 or drawing or
drafting machines of HS heading No 9017.

8527 90 92
8529 90 40

8471 60 90
8471 80 90
9017 10 10
9017 20 05

Printed circuit assemblies for products falling within this agreement, including such
assemblies for external connections such as cards that conform to the PCMCIA
standard .

Such printed circuit assemblies consist of one or more printed circuits of heading
8534 with one or more active elements assembled thereon , with or without passive
elements 'Active elements ' means diodes , transistors and similar semiconductor
devices , whether or not photosensitive, of heading 8541 , and integrated circuits and
micro assemblies of heading 8542 .

8473
8473
8473
8473
8473
8473
8504
8504
8517
8517
8517
8522
8528
8529
8531
8531
8543
8543
8548
9026
9027
9030

10 11
21 10
29 10
30 10
40 11
50 10
90 05
90 91
80 90
90 11
90 82
90 51
12 90
90 40
90 10
90 30
90 20
90 30
90 10
90 90
90 50
90 20

8471 60 90
8528 30 05
8531 80 30

Projection type flat panel display units used with automatic data processing machines
which can display digital information generated by the central processing unit .

Proprietary format storage devices including media therefor for automatic data
processing machines , with or without removable media and whether magnetic , optical
or other technology, including Bernoulli Box, Syquest , Zipdrive cartridge storage
units .

8471
8471
8471
8471
8471
8523
8523
8523
8523
8524
8524
8524
8524
8524
8524
8524
8524

70 51
70 53
70 59
70 60
70 90
20 11
20 19
20 90
90 00
31 00
39 10
40 10
40 91
40 99
91 10
91 90
99 10

8543 89 79Multimedia upgrade kits for automatic data processing machines , and units thereof,
put up for retail sale , consisting of, at least, speakers and/or microphones, as well as a
printed circuit assembly that enables the ADP machine and units thereof to process
audio signals ( sound cards ).

Set top boxes which have communication function a microprocessor-based device
incorporating a modem for gaining access to the internet, and having a function of
interactive information exchange .

8517 50 90
8517 80 90
8525 20 99
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WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

2 April 1997

Council for Trade in Goods

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON TRADE IN INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS

The following communication was sent on 26 March 1997 to the Chairman of the Council for Trade in
Goods with a request that it be circulated to all Members .

The following Members of the World Trade Organization ('WTO') and States or separate
customs territories in the process of acceding to the WTO :

Australia Macau
Canada Malaysia
Czech Republic New Zealand
Costa Rica Norway
Estonia Romania

European Communities Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu,
Hong Kong Kinmen and Matsu
Iceland Singapore
India Slovak Republic
Indonesia Switzerland (')
Israël Thailand
Japan Turkey
Korea United States

( hereinafter referred to as 'participants ') (-), having been parties to the Ministerial Declaration
on Trade in Information Technology Products ( 3 ) ( hereinafter referred to as 'Declaration'), or
having agreed, in the period since the Declaration was circulated , to participate in the expansion
of world trade in information technology products according tp the modalities set forth in the
Declaration, met on 26 March 1 997 ( 4 ), took the decisions described below, as provided for in
the Annex to the Declaration , and established the elements described below, concerning the
further implementation of the Declaration , as reflected below .

Agreement on actions foreseen in the Declaration

1 . The participants accepted ( 5 ) the results of the review process described in paragraph 2 of
the Annex to the Declaration , as reflected in the documents attached hereto , which were
submitted by participants and have been reviewed and approved on a consensus basis .

2 . The participants agreed that the criteria established in paragraph 4 of the Annex to the
Declaration have been met, and therefore , that participants shall implement ( 5 ) the actions
foreseen in the Declaration .

(') On behalf of the customs union Switzerland and Liechtenstein .
( 2 ) Participants took note that Panama and Poland submitted documents after 1 March 1997 that could not

be reviewed by 26 March 1997 and that others may submit documents on or before 1 April 1997.
Participants agreed to meet again during the week of 14 April 1997 to complete the review process with
respect to these documents . It was understood that, upon approval of these documents , the procedures
set forth in the Annex to the Declaration would apply as if the documents had been approved at the
meeting of 26 March 1997, and the States or separate customs territories referred to above would
thenceforth be considered to be 'participants ' for purposes of the further implementation of the
Declaration .

( 3 ) WT/MIN(96)/16 , 13 December 1996 ( attached ).
( 4 ) The WTO Secretariat shall maintain a set of the informal documents exchanged by participants in

consultations that led to the decisions taken at that meeting . These documents shall be made available to
participants for consultation upon request .

( 5 ) Subject to the completion of domestic procedural requirements .
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Establishment of the Committee of Participants

3 . In order to carry out the provisions of paragraphs 3 , 5 , 6 and 7 of the Annex to the
Declaration, the participants established a Committee of Participants on the Expansion of Trade
in Information Technology Products ( hereinafter referred to as 'Committee '). The Committee
shall oversee the functioning of these elements and shall serve as the forum for meetings
required under its procedures and collective consultations among the participants . All decisions
of the Committee shall be taken by consensus .

4 . Membership in the Committee shall be open to representatives of all participants . The
Committee shall elect a chairperson from among the representatives of the participants or as
otherwise decided . The Committee may decide to invite , as appropriate , representatives of WTO
Members and of observers to the Council for Trade in Goods that are not participants as of 26
March 1997 to attend meetings of the Committee as observers .

5 . The participants agreed that any WTO Member, or State or separate customs territory in
the process of acceding to the WTO , that is not a participant as of 26 March 1997, and that
notifies the Committee of its interest in binding and eliminating customs duties, and other duties
and charges , on the importation of information technology products into its territory pursuant
to these elements , may become a participant on terms to be agreed between it and the
participants at that time . Unless otherwise agreed , such WTO Member , or separate customs
territory in the process of acceding to the WTO, shall , on the date that it becomes a participant,
make effective all rate reductions it would have undertaken had it been a participant as of
26 March 1997 .

6 . The participants agreed that the Committee shall hold regular meetings to review
developments related to the implementation of the Declaration , and shall hold special meetings
at the request of any participant or as otherwise necessary by invitation of the chairperson . The
first regular meeting of the Committee shall be held no later than 30 September 1997 . The
Committee shall consider at that meeting the schedule of future regular meetings , taking
account of the meetings provided for in paragraph 7 below .

Process for monitoring implementation and consultations on and review of product coverage

7. The participants agreed that, in conducting the consultations and review described in
paragraph 3 of the Annex to the Declaration ('), the Committee may also take into account
changes in patterns in trade in information technology products . The participants expressed
their intent to conduct the initial review and any consultations pursuant to paragraph 3 of the
Annex to the Declaration according to the procedures attached hereto .

8 . The participants also agreed that, in conducting the consultations described in paragraph 5
of the Annex to the Declaration ( 2 ), the Committee may consider product classification
divergences with a view to ensuring that the actions foreseen in the Declaration are implemented
in a coherent fashion by all participants .

(') The text of paragraph 3 is as follows: 'Participants shall meet periodically under the auspices of the
Council on Trade in Goods to review the product coverage specified in the Attachments , with a view to
agreeing, by consensus, whether in the light of technological developments , experience in applying the
tariff concessions, or changes to the HS nomenclature , the Attachments should be modified to
incorporate additional products , and to consult on non-tariff barriers to trade in information technology
products . Such consultations shall be without prejudice to rights and obligations under the WTO
Agreement .'

( 2 ) The text of paragraph 5 is as follows : 'Participants shall meet as often as necessary and no later than
30 September 1997 to consider any divergence among them in classifying information technology
products , beginning with the products specified in Attachment B. Participants agree on the common
objective of achieving, where appropriate , a common classification for these products within existing HS
nomenclature, giving consideration to interpretations and rulings of the Customs Cooperation Council
( also known as the World Customs Organization or 'WCO '). In any instance in which a divergence in
classification remains , participants will consider whether a joint suggestion could be made to the WCO
with regard to updating existing HS nomenclature or resolving divergence in interpretation of the HS
nomenclature .'
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GATT 1994 Article XXVIII

9 . The participants agreed that any participant that is a WTO Member having recourse to
the provisions of Article XXVIII of the GATT 1994 with respect to the possible modification or
withdrawal of a concession included in its WTO schedule of tariff concessions, as modified
pursuant to these procedures , shall so notify the other participants at the time that it notifies the
Director-General of the WTO . Upon the request of any participant, the Committee shall
convene a meeting within 30 days of the circulation of the notification to consider the potential
impact of the proposed modification or withdrawal of the concession on the trade of other
participants in information technology products . Such deliberations shall be without prejudice
to rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement.

10 . The participants agreed that, in light of the technical specificity of information
technology products , participants may wish to consider, in the course of the review provided for
in paragraph 3 of the Annex to the Declaration, additional procedures to address the concerns
of small- and medium-sized exporting participants regarding their rights under Article XXVIII ,
bearing in mind that a review will be conducted by the Council for Trade in Goods five years
from the date of entry into force of the WTO Agreement pursuant to paragraph 1 of the
Understanding on the Interpretation of Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade 1994 .

Incorporation of the Annex to the Declaration

11 . The participants agreed that the modalities set forth in the Annex to the Declaration ,
including the Attachments to that Annex, are an integral part of these elements .

Attachments :

A. Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products , WT/MIN(96)/16 ,
13 December 1996 .

B. Approved Schedules of Participants ( 1 ).

( J ) Available for consultation by participants and WTO Members in the WTO Secretariat ( Market Access
Division ).
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PROCEDURES FOR CONSULTATIONS ON AND REVIEW OF PRODUCT COVERAGE

Pursuant to paragraph 7 above, it is the intention of the participants to conduct the initial
review and any consultations pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Annex to the Declaration
according to the following schedule :

( a ) Beginning 1 October 1997 and no later than 31 December 1997, participants may submit
to the Committee lists of additional information technology products for possible
additional tariff concessions , including supporting technical documentation to facilitate
consideration by the Committee , taking into account paragraph 5 of the Annex to the
Declaration regarding classification issues . Such lists shall be circulated to all participants .

( b ) Beginning 1 January 1998 and no later than 31 March 1998 , participants that have
submitted the documentation described in paragraph ( a ) above shall consult upon request
with interested participants to clarify information and exchange views on the
documentation submitted , including technical specifications of the products covered in such
documentation .

( c ) No later than 30 June 1998 , the Committee shall meet to decide whether to revise
Attachment A or B to the Annex to the Declaration, and if so , to establish a revised list of
products with respect to which participants would bind and eliminate customs duties and
other duties and charges . Such list would replace Attachment A or B.

( d ) If the Committee decides to establish a revised list pursuant to paragraph ( c ), then each
participant shall submit no later than 1 September 1998 a document similar to that
required under paragraph 2 of the Annex to the Declaration .

( e ) The Committee shall meet no later than 15 September 1998 to conduct a review of these
documents in a manner similar to that conducted pursuant to paragraph 2 of the Annex to
the Declaration, and shall conclude its review no later than 30 September 1998 . At that

. meeting participants shall also consider the possibility and procedures for further reviews .

( f) Upon successful completion of the Committee review, the participants shall submit to the
Secretariat the documents incorporating the results of the review as proposed modifications
to their WTO schedules of tariff concessions , pursuant to the Decision of 26 March 1980
on Procedures for Modification and Rectification of Schedules of Tariff Concessions ( BISD ,
27S/25 ), with a view to the entry into force of the revised schedules , and incorporation in
their domestic tariff schedules , no later than 1 January 1999 bearing in mind the need of
each participant to fulfil its domestic procedural requirements . Each participant that is not
a Member of the WTO shall implement these measures on an autonomous basis , pending
completion of its WTO accession, and shall incorporate these measures into its WTO
schedule on goods .
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BESLUIT VAN DE RAAD

van 24 maart 1997 (')

betreffende afschaffing van de rechten op bepaalde gedistilleerde dranken

( 97/360/EG )

De tekst van de overeenkomst is aan dit besluit gehecht .

Artikel 2

De Commissie wordt bij deze gemachtigd de wijzigingen
van de lijst van de Gemeenschap in EC-Spirits-Schedule
CXL, zoals opgenomen in de aan dit besluit gehechte
overeenkomst, bij de Wereldhandelsorganisatie in te die
nen .

Artikel 3

De Voorzitter van de Raad wordt gemachtigd de persoon
aan te wijzen die bevoegd is de overeenkomst in de vorm
van een memorandum van overeenstemming te onderte
kenen .

DE RAAD VAN DE EUROPESE UNIE,

Gelet op het Verdrag tot oprichting van de Europese
Gemeenschap, inzonderheid op artikel 113 , juncto arti
kel 228 , lid 2 , eerste zin ,

Gezien het voorstel van de Commissie ,

Overwegende dat afschaffing van de rechten door de
Verenigde Staten van Amerika en de Europese Gemeen
schap in het algemeen belang wordt geacht;

Overwegende dat de Verenigde Staten van Amerika en de
Europese Gemeenschap een overeenkomst hebben voor
bereid in de vorm van een memorandum van overeen
stemming inzake gedistilleerde dranken; dat de overeen
komst wijzigingen bevat van een EC-Spirits-Schedule
CXL dat bij de Wereldhandelsorganisatie moet worden
ingediend;

Overwegende dat de " overeenkomst in de vorm van een
memorandum van overeenstemming tussen de Verenigde
Staten van Amerika en de Europese Gemeenschap inzake
gedistilleerde dranken namens de Gemeenschap moet
worden goedgekeurd ,

BESLUIT:

Artikel 1

De overeenkomst in de vorm van een memorandum van
overeenstemming tussen de Europese Gemeenschap en de
Verenigde Staten van Amerika inzake gedistilleerde dran
ken wordt goedgekeurd namens de Gemeenschap .

Artikel 4

Dit besluit wordt bekendgemaakt in het Publikatieblad
van de Europese Gemeenschappen .

Gedaan te Brussel , 24 maart 1997 .

Voor de Raad

De Voorzitter

H. VAN MIERLO

(') De geconsolideerde tekst van dit besluit bevat correcties die
de Raad op 14 mei 1997 heeft goedgekeurd .
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OVEREENKOMST

in de vorm van een memorandum van overeenstemming tussen de Europese Gemeenschap en de
Verenigde Staten van Amerika inzake gedistilleerde dranken

MEMORANDUM VAN OVEREENSTEMMING

ex 2208 : gedistilleerde dranken, likeuren en andere dranken die gedistilleerde alcohol bevatten

Zoals in Singapore overeengekomen, hebben wij gedetailleerde onderhandelingen gevoerd over
de afschaffing van de rechten op bepaalde gedistilleerde dranken .

Zodra onze respectieve interne procedures zijn afgerond, zullen de EG en de VS , behalve voor
rum ( 2208 40 ), waarop de speciale bepalingen in de bijlage van toepassing zijn , hun rechten
voor onderstaande GS 96-posten zoals die op 1 juli 1997 van toepassing zullen zijn , in vier
gelijke fasen afschaffen , te beginnen op 1 juli 1997, gevolgd door verdere verlagingen op
1 januari 1998 , 1 januari 1999 en 1 januari 2000 .

GS 96

2208 20 dranken, gedistilleerd uit wijn of druivenmoer

2208 30 whisky

2208 50 gin en jenever

2208 60 wodka

2208 70 likeuren en andere dranken die gedistilleerde alcohol bevatten

ex 2208 90 andere dan ethylacohol , niet gedenatureerd , met een alcohol volumegehalte
van minder dan 80% vol ( vallende onder 2208 90 91 en 2208 90 99 in de EG
en onder ( 2208 90 80 in de VS ).



Nr. L 155/62 NL I Publikatieblad van de Europese Gemeenschappen 12 . 6 . 97

BIJLAGE

Betreft: 2208 40 — Rum en tafia

A. Rechten EG

1 . Voor rum met een gehalte aan vluchtige stoffen, andere dan ethanol en methanol , van 225 g of meer per
hectoliter zuivere alcohol , met een tolerantie van 10% , worden de rechten als volgt verlaagd :

In verpakkingen van 2 liter
of minder

In verpakkingen van meer
dan 2 liter

Basisrecht 0,8 ecu/% vol/hl + 4,1 ecu/hl 0,8 ecu/% vol/hl

1 juli 1997 0,8 ecu/% vol/hl + 4,1 ecu/hl 0,8 ecu/% vol/hl

1 juli 1998 0,7 ecu/% vol/hl + 3,8 ecu/hl 0,7 ecu/% vol/hl

1 juli 1999 0,65 ecu/% vol/hl + 3,5 ecu/hl 0,65 ecu/% vol/hl

1 juli 2000 0,6 ecu/% vol/hl + 3,2 ecu/hl 0,6 ecu/% vol/hl

2 . De EG-rechten op rum en tafia , andere dan in punt 1 gespecificeerd, met een waarde als in
onderstaande tabel vermeld, worden binnen de aangegeven tariefcontingenten verlaagd tot de in die
tabel vermelde niveaus, totdat op 1 januari 2003 het nulrecht is bereikt . De hoeveelheden van de
tariefcontingenten hebben betrekking op rum in alle verpakkingen .

Recht Hoeveelheid
tariefcontingent

In verpakkingen van 2 liter
of minder — Waarde meer

dan 7,9 ecu/1 zuivere alcohol

In verpakkingen van meer
dan 2 liter — Waarde meer
dan 2,0 ecu/1 zuivere alcohol

Liter zuivere
alcohol

1 juli 1997 0,7 ecu1% vol/hl +
3,5 ecu/hl 0,7 ecu/% vol/hl 890 000

1 januari 1998 0,6 ecu/% vol/hl +
2,9 ecu/hl 0,6 ecu/% vol/hl 1 950 000

1 januari 1999 0,5 ecu/% vol/hl +
2,3 ecu/hl 0,5 ecu/% vol/hl 2 145 000

1 januari 2000 0,4 ecu/% vol/hl +
1,8 ecu/hl 0,4 ecu/% vol/hl 2 359 500

1 januari 2001 0,3 ecu/% vol/hl +
1,2 ecu/hl 0,3 ecu/% vol/hl 2 595 450

1 januari 2002 0,2 ecu/% vol/hl +
0,6 ecu/hl 0,2 ecu/% vol/hl 2 854 995

Vanaf
1 januari 2003 vrij vrij onbeperkt

3 . Voor rum en tafia onder de bovengenoemde prijsniveaus, alsmede voor rum en tafia die niet onder de
tariefcontingenten vallen, gelden dezelfde rechten als aangegeven in punt 1 .

4 . De Europese Gemeenschap stelt de Verenigde Staten onverwijld in kennis van alle wijzigingen die zij
tussen 1 januari 2000 en 1 januari 2003 aanbrengt in de preferentiële behandeling voor de invoer van
rum . Op verzoek zal de Europese Gemeenschap met de Verenigde Staten overleg plegen over elke
kwestie met betrekking tot de uitvoer uit de VS van de onder punt 2 vallende rum naar de
Gemeenschap, om op alle punten een voor beide partijen aanvaardbare oplossing te vinden .
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B. Rechten VS

5 . Voor rum en tafia worden de rechten als volgt verlaagd :

Rum en tafia

a ) in verpakkingen van niet meer
dan 4 liter, waarde meer dan
3,00 US-dollar per proof litre

b ) in verpakkingen van meer dan
4 liter, waarde meer dan 69 cent
per proof litre

Rum en tafia

a ) in verpakkingen van niet meer
dan 4 liter, waarde niet meer dan
3,00 US-dollar per proof litre

b ) in verpakkingen van meer dan
4 liter, waarde niet meer dan
69 cent per proof litre

1 juli 1997 26,1 cent/proof litre 30,4 cent/proof litre

1 januari 1998 21,7 cent/proof litre 28,1 cent/proof litre

1 januari 1 999 17,4 cent/proof litre 25,9 cent/proof litre

1 januari 2000 13,0 cent/proof litre 23,7 cent/proof litre

1 januari 2001 8,7 cent/proof litre 23,7 cent/proof litre

1 januari 2002 4,3 cent/proof litre 23,7 cent/proof litre

1 januari 2003 0 23,7 cent/proof litre
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