
I Riżoluzzjonijiet, Rakkomandazzjonijiet u Opinjonijiet 

RAKKOMANDAZZJONIJIET 

Il-Bank Ċentrali Ewropew 

2009/C 149/01 Rakkomandazzjoni tal-Bank Ċentrali Ewropew tal-25 ta’ Ġunju 2009 lill-Kunsill tal-Unjoni Ewropea 
dwar l-awdituri esterni tan-Národná banka Slovenska (BĊE/2009/14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

II Komunikazzjonijiet 

KOMUNIKAZZJONIJIET MINN ISTITUZZJONIJIET U KORPI TAL-UNJONI EWROPEA 

Il-Kummissjoni 

2009/C 149/02 Awtorizzazzjoni tal-għajnuna Statali fil-qafas tad-Dispożizzjonijiet tal-Artikoli 87 u 88 tat-Trattat tal-KE 
‒ Fir-rigward ta' dawn il-każijiet il-Kummissjoni ma tqajjimx oġġezzjonijiet ( 1 ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

2009/C 149/03 Ebda oppożizzjoni għal konċentrazzjoni notifikata (Każ COMP/M.5541 ‒ GE/NewsCorp/Disney/Hulu 
JV) ( 1 ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

ISSN 1725-5198 
C 149 

Volum 52 

1 ta’ Lulju 2009 Informazzjoni u Avviżi 

( 1 ) Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE (Ikompli fil-paġna ta’ wara) 

Il-Ġur nal Uff iċjali 
tal-Unjoni Ewropea 

Edizzjoni bil-Malti 

Avviż Nru Werrej 

1 MT 

Paġna

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0001:0001:MT:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0002:0003:MT:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0004:0004:MT:PDF


IV Informazzjoni 

INFORMAZZJONI MINN ISTITUZZJONIJIET U KORPI TAL-UNJONI EWROPEA 

Il-Kummissjoni 

2009/C 149/04 Rata tal-kambju tal-euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

2009/C 149/05 Notifika tal-Kummissjoi dwar ir-rati ta’ interessi ta’ rkupru preżenti għall-Għajnuna mill-Istat u rati ta’ 
referenza/tnaqqis għas-27 Stat Membru applikabbli mill-1 ta' Lulju 2009 (Ippublikat skond l-Artikolu 10 
tar-Regolament tal-Kummissjoni (KE) 794/2004 tal-21 ta' April 2004 (ĠU L 140, 30.4.2004, p. 1)) . . . 6 

INFORMAZZJONI MILL-ISTATI MEMBRI 

2009/C 149/06 Informazzjoni komunikata mill-Istati Membri rigward għajnuna mill-Istat mogħtija skont ir-Regolament 
tal-Kummissjoni (KE) Nru 800/2008 li jiddikjara ċerti kategoriji ta’ għajnuna bħala kompatibbli mas- 
suq komuni (Regolament għal Eżenzjoni Ġenerali Sħiħa) skond l-Artikoli 87 u 88 tat-Trattat ( 1 ) . . . . . 7 

2009/C 149/07 Informazzjoni komunikata mill-Istati Membri rigward għajnuna mill-Istat mogħtija skont ir-Regolament 
tal-Kummissjoni (KE) Nru 800/2008 li jiddikjara ċerti kategoriji ta’ għajnuna bħala kompatibbli mas- 
suq komuni (Regolament għal Eżenzjoni Ġenerali Sħiħa) skond l-Artikoli 87 u 88 tat-Trattat ( 1 ) . . . . . 11 

V Avviżi 

PROĊEDURI AMMINISTRATTIVI 

L-Uffiċċju Ewropew għall-Għażla tal-Persunal (EPSO) 

2009/C 149/08 Avviż ta' kompetizzjoni ġenerali EPSO/AST/99/09 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

MT 

Avviż Nru Werrej (ikompli) 

( 1 ) Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE (Ikompli fuq il-qoxra ta’ wara minn ġewwa) 

Paġna

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0005:0005:MT:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0006:0006:MT:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0007:0010:MT:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0011:0014:MT:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:149:0015:0015:MT:PDF


I 

(Riżoluzzjonijiet, Rakkomandazzjonijiet u Opinjonijiet) 

RAKKOMANDAZZJONIJIET 

IL-BANK ĊENTRALI EWROPEW 

RAKKOMANDAZZJONI TAL-BANK ĊENTRALI EWROPEW 

tal-25 ta’ Ġunju 2009 

lill-Kunsill tal-Unjoni Ewropea dwar l-awdituri esterni tan-Národná banka Slovenska 

(BĊE/2009/14) 

(2009/C 149/01) 

IL-KUNSILL GOVERNATTIV TAL-BANK ĊENTRALI EWROPEW, 

Wara li kkunsidra l-Istatut tas-Sistema Ewropea ta’ Banek 
Ċentrali u tal-Bank Ċentrali Ewropew (minn issa ’l quddiem 
imsejjaħ “l-Istatut tas-SEBĊ”) u partikolarment l-Artikolu 27.1 
tiegħu, 

Billi: 

(1) Il-kontijiet tal-Bank Ċentrali Ewropew (BĊE) u tal-banek 
ċentrali nazzjonali huma awditjati minn awdituri esterni 
indipendenti rrakkomandati mill-Kunsill Governattiv tal- 
BĊE u approvati mill-Kunsill tal-Unjoni Ewropea. 

(2) Bis-saħħa tal-Artikolu 1 tad-Deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill 
2008/608/KE tat-8 ta’ Lulju 2008 skont l-Artikolu 122(2) 
fuq it-Trattat dwar l-adozzjoni mis-Slovakkja tal-munita 
waħda fl-1 ta’ Jannar 2009 ( 1 ), is-Slovakkja adottat il- 
munita waħda fl-1 ta’ Jannar 2009. 

(3) Bis-saħħa tal-Artikolu 38 tal-Liġi fuq in-Národná banka 
Slovenska, mill-1 ta’ Jannar 2009 il-kontijiet tan-Národná 

banka Slovenska huma awditjati skont l-Artikolu 27.1 
tal-Istatut tas-SEBĊ. 

(4) In-Národná banka Slovenska għażel lil Deloitte Audit 
s.r.o. bħala l-awdituri esterni tiegħu għas-sena finanzjarja 
2009, 

ADOTTA DIN IR-RAKKOMANDAZZJONI: 

Huwa rrakkomandat li Deloitte Audit s.r.o. għandhom jinħatru 
bħala l-awdituri esterni tan-Národná banka Slovenska għas-sena 
finanzjarja 2009. 

Magħmula fi Frankfurt am Main, fil-25 ta’ Ġunju 2009. 

Il-President tal-BĊE 

Jean-Claude TRICHET
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II 

(Komunikazzjonijiet) 

KOMUNIKAZZJONIJIET MINN ISTITUZZJONIJIET U KORPI TAL-UNJONI 
EWROPEA 

IL-KUMMISSJONI 

Awtorizzazzjoni tal-għajnuna Statali fil-qafas tad-Dispożizzjonijiet tal-Artikoli 87 u 88 tat-Trattat 
tal-KE 

Fir-rigward ta' dawn il-każijiet il-Kummissjoni ma tqajjimx oġġezzjonijiet 

(Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE) 

(2009/C 149/02) 

Data tal-adozzjoni tad-deċiżjoni 27.2.2009 

In-numru ta' referenza tal-għajnuna N 99/09 

Stat Membru Il-Lussemburgu 

Reġjun — 

Titolu (u/jew isem tal-benefiċjarju) Régime temporaire d'aides au redressement économique 

Il-bażi legali L’article 32(4) de la Constitution constitue la base juridique du régime 

It-tip tal-miżura Skema ta' għajnuna 

L-għan Għajnuna biex tirrimedja tfixkil serju fl-ekonomija 

Il-forma tal-għajnuna — 

L-Estimi — 

L-intensità — 

It-tul ta' żmien sal- 31.12.2010 

Setturi ekonomiċi Is-setturi kollha 

Isem u indirizz tal-awtorita' responsabbli mill- 
għajnuna 

— 

Aktar informazzjoni — 

It-test tad-deċiżjoni fil-lingwa jew lingwi awtentika/awtentiċi, li minnu tneħħew il-partijiet kunfidenzjali 
kollha, jinsab fuq is-sit: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Data tal-adozzjoni tad-deċiżjoni 6.5.2009 

In-numru ta' referenza tal-għajnuna N 237/09 

Stat Membru Ir-Repubblika Ċeka
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Reġjun — 

Titolu (u/jew isem tal-benefiċjarju) Temporary aid scheme for granting aid in the form of loans with subsi­
dised interest rate 

Il-bażi legali Český přechodný rámec, Národní protikrizový plán vlády České repu­
bliky; Zákon č. 218/2000 Sb., Zákon č. 47/2002 Sb., Zákon 
č. 659/2004 Sb., Směrnice MŽP č. 05/2008 Pravidla, kterými se stano­
vují podmínky pro poskytnutí dotace na projekty programu rozvoje 
venkova ČR; Zákon č. 435/2004 Sb.; Zákon č. 582/1991 Sb., Vyhláška 
MPSV č. 161/1998 Sb., Zákon č. 129/2000 Sb., Zákon č. 250/2000 Sb., 
Zákon č. 40/1964 Sb., občanský zákoník, ve znění pozdějších předpisů; 
Zákon č. 248/2000 Sb., Zákon č. 131/2000 Sb., Operační programy 
schválené pro ČR Evropskou komisí pro období 2007–2013. 

It-tip tal-miżura Skema ta' għajnuna 

L-għan Għajnuna biex tirrimedja tfixkil serju fl-ekonomija 

Il-forma tal-għajnuna Sussidju fuq l-imgħax 

L-Estimi Baġit globali: 2 600 miljun CZK 

L-intensità — 

It-tul ta' żmien 1.5.2009-31.12.2010 

Setturi ekonomiċi Is-setturi kollha 

Isem u indirizz tal-awtorita' responsabbli mill- 
għajnuna 

— 

Aktar informazzjoni — 

It-test tad-deċiżjoni fil-lingwa jew lingwi awtentika/awtentiċi, li minnu tneħħew il-partijiet kunfidenzjali 
kollha, jinsab fuq is-sit: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm

MT 1.7.2009 Il-Ġurnal Uffiċjali tal-Unjoni Ewropea C 149/3

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm


Ebda oppożizzjoni għal konċentrazzjoni notifikata 

(Każ COMP/M.5541 – GE/NewsCorp/Disney/Hulu JV) 

(Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE) 

(2009/C 149/03) 

Fl-24 ta’ Ġunju 2009, il-Kummissjoni ddeċidiet li ma topponix il-konċentrazzjoni notifikata msemmija 
hawn fuq u li tiddikjaraha kompatibbli mas-suq komuni. Din id-deċiżjoni hi bbażata fuq l-Artikolu 6(1)b 
tar-Regolament tal-Kunsill (KE) Nru 139/2004. It-test sħiħ tad-deċiżjoni hu disponibbli biss fl-Ingliż u ser 
isir pubbliku wara li jitneħħa kwalunkwe sigriet tan-negozju li jista’ jkun fih. Dan it-test jinstab: 

— Fit-taqsima tal-amalgamazzjoni tal-websajt tal-Kummissjoni dwar il-Kompetizzjoni (http://ec.europa.eu/ 
competition/mergers/cases/). Din il-websajt tipprovdi diversi faċilitajiet li jgħinu sabiex jinstabu 
d-deċiżjonijiet individwali ta' amalgamazzjoni, inklużi l-kumpanija, in-numru tal-każ, id-data u l-indiċi 
settorjali, 

— f’forma elettronika fil-websajt EUR-Lex (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/en/index.htm) fid-dokument li jġib 
in-numru 32009M5541. Il-EUR-Lex hu l-aċċess fuq l-internet għal-liġi Ewropea.
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IV 

(Informazzjoni) 

INFORMAZZJONI MINN ISTITUZZJONIJIET U KORPI TAL-UNJONI EWROPEA 

IL-KUMMISSJONI 

Rata tal-kambju tal-euro ( 1 ) 

It-30 ta’ Ġunju 2009 

(2009/C 149/04) 

1 euro = 

Munita Rata tal-kambju 

USD Dollaru Amerikan 1,4134 

JPY Yen Ġappuniż 135,51 

DKK Krona Daniża 7,4470 

GBP Lira Sterlina 0,85210 

SEK Krona Żvediża 10,8125 

CHF Frank Żvizzeru 1,5265 

ISK Krona Iżlandiża 

NOK Krona Norveġiża 9,0180 

BGN Lev Bulgaru 1,9558 

CZK Krona Ċeka 25,882 

EEK Krona Estona 15,6466 

HUF Forint Ungeriż 271,55 

LTL Litas Litwan 3,4528 

LVL Lats Latvjan 0,7036 

PLN Zloty Pollakk 4,4520 

RON Leu Rumen 4,2072 

TRY Lira Turka 2,1614 

Munita Rata tal-kambju 

AUD Dollaru Awstraljan 1,7359 

CAD Dollaru Kanadiż 1,6275 

HKD Dollaru ta' Hong Kong 10,9540 

NZD Dollaru tan-New Zealand 2,1656 

SGD Dollaru tas-Singapor 2,0441 

KRW Won tal-Korea t'Isfel 1 802,43 

ZAR Rand ta' l-Afrika t'Isfel 10,8853 

CNY Yuan ren-min-bi Ċiniż 9,6545 

HRK Kuna Kroata 7,2730 

IDR Rupiah Indoneżjan 14 427,58 

MYR Ringgit Malażjan 4,9681 

PHP Peso Filippin 67,865 

RUB Rouble Russu 43,8810 

THB Baht Tajlandiż 48,140 

BRL Real Brażiljan 2,7469 

MXN Peso Messikan 18,5537 

INR Rupi Indjan 67,5180
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Notifika tal-Kummissjoi dwar ir-rati ta’ interessi ta’ rkupru preżenti g ħall-G ħajnuna mill-Istat u rati 
ta’ referenza/tnaqqis għ as-27 Stat Membru applikabbli mill-1 ta' Lulju 2009 

(Ippublikat skond l-Artikolu 10 tar-Regolament tal-Kummissjoni (KE) 794/2004 tal-21 ta' April 2004 ( Ġ U L 140, 
30.4.2004, p. 1)) 

(2009/C 149/05) 

Rati bażi kkalkulati skond il-Komunikazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni dwar ir-revi żjoni tal-metodu biex tkun stab­
bilita r-rata ta' riferenza u ta' tnaqqis (ĠU C 14, 19.1.2008, p. 6). Skond l-użu tar-rata ta' referenza, il- 
marġini xierqa għad għandhom ikunu ddefiniti f'din il-komunikazzjoni. Għar-rata ta' tnaqqis, dan ifisser li 
għandu ji żdied marġini ta' 100 punti bażi. Ir-Regolament tal-Kummissjoni (KE) Nru 271/2008 tat-30 ta' 
Jannar 2008 li jemenda r-regolament ta' implimentazzjoni (KE) Nru 764/2004 jipprevedi li, jekk mhux 
spe ċifikat diversament f'deċ iżjoni spe ċifika, ir-rata ta' rkupru għandha tkun ikkalulata wkoll billi jkunu 
miżjuda 100 punti bażi fuq ir-rata bażi. 

Minn sa AT BE BG CY CZ DE DK EE EL ES FI FR HU IE IT LT LU LV MT NL PL PT RO SE SI SK UK 

1.7.2009 ... 1,77 1,77 6,41 1,77 2,96 1,77 3,44 7,34 1,77 1,77 1,77 1,77 10,01 1,77 1,77 9,53 1,77 13,20 1,77 1,77 4,53 1,77 13,76 1,49 1,77 1,77 2,20 

1.6.2009 30.6.2009 2,22 2,22 6,41 2,22 2,96 2,22 3,44 7,34 2,22 2,22 2,22 2,22 10,01 2,22 2,22 9,53 2,22 13,20 2,22 2,22 4,53 2,22 17,29 1,49 2,22 2,22 2,20 

1.5.2009 31.5.2009 2,22 2,22 7,63 2,22 2,96 2,22 4,57 7,34 2,22 2,22 2,22 2,22 10,01 2,22 2,22 9,53 2,22 13,20 2,22 2,22 5,62 2,22 17,29 1,81 2,22 2,22 2,84 

1.4.2009 30.4.2009 2,74 2,74 7,63 2,74 2,96 2,74 4,57 7,34 2,74 2,74 2,74 2,74 10,01 2,74 2,74 9,53 2,74 13,20 2,74 2,74 5,62 2,74 17,29 2,30 2,74 2,74 2,84 

1.3.2009 31.3.2009 3,47 3,47 7,63 3,47 3,74 3,47 6,00 7,34 3,47 3,47 3,47 3,47 10,01 3,47 3,47 9,53 3,47 13,20 3,47 3,47 6,78 3,47 17,29 3,31 3,47 3,47 3,58 

1.2.2009 28.2.2009 4,99 4,99 7,63 4,99 4,53 4,99 6,00 7,34 4,99 4,99 4,99 4,99 10,01 4,99 4,99 7,81 4,99 13,20 4,99 4,99 6,78 4,99 17,29 4,31 4,99 4,99 4,81 

1.1.2009 31.1.2009 4,99 4,99 7,63 4,99 4,53 4,99 6,00 7,34 4,99 4,99 4,99 4,99 10,01 4,99 4,99 7,81 4,99 11,05 4,99 4,99 6,78 4,99 17,29 5,18 4,99 4,99 5,70 

1.12.2008 31.12.2008 5,36 5,36 6,70 5,36 4,20 5,36 5,55 6,43 5,36 5,36 5,36 5,36 8,58 5,36 5,36 7,10 5,36 9,44 5,36 5,36 6,42 5,36 15,87 5,49 5,36 5,00 5,66 

1.11.2008 30.11.2008 5,36 5,36 6,70 5,36 4,20 5,36 5,55 6,43 5,36 5,36 5,36 5,36 8,58 5,36 5,36 6,10 5,36 9,44 5,36 5,36 6,42 5,36 11,02 5,49 5,36 5,00 5,66 

1.10.2008 31.10.2008 5,36 5,36 6,70 5,36 4,20 5,36 5,55 6,43 5,36 5,36 5,36 5,36 8,58 5,36 5,36 6,10 5,36 9,44 5,36 5,36 6,42 5,36 11,02 5,49 5,36 4,34 5,66 

1.9.2008 30.9.2008 4,59 4,59 6,70 4,59 4,20 4,59 5,55 6,43 4,59 4,59 4,59 4,59 8,58 4,59 4,59 6,10 4,59 9,44 4,59 4,59 6,42 4,59 11,02 5,49 4,59 4,34 5,66 

1.7.2008 31.8.2008 4,59 4,59 6,70 4,59 4,20 4,59 4,81 6,43 4,59 4,59 4,59 4,59 8,58 4,59 4,59 6,10 4,59 9,44 4,59 4,59 6,42 4,59 11,02 4,75 4,59 4,34 5,66
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INFORMAZZJONI MILL-ISTATI MEMBRI 

Informazzjoni komunikata mill-Istati Membri rigward għajnuna mill-Istat mogħtija skont ir- 
Regolament tal-Kummissjoni (KE) Nru 800/2008 li jiddikjara ċerti kategoriji ta’ għajnuna bħala 
kompatibbli mas-suq komuni (Regolament għal Eżenzjoni Ġenerali Sħiħa) skond l-Artikoli 87 u 

88 tat-Trattat 

(Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE) 

(2009/C 149/06) 

In-numru ta' referenza tal- 
għajnuna 

X 24/08 

Stat Membru Ir-Repubblika Federali tal-Ġermanja 

Stat Membru Nru. ta' Referenza — 

Reġjun Isem ir-Reġjun 
(NUTS ( 1 )) 
il-Land ta'Hessen, NUTS 1 

Eliġibbiltà ( 2 ) 
Żona mista 

L-Awtorità li tagħti l-għajnuna Isem Investitionsbank Hessen 

Indirizz Schumannstr. 4-6 
60325 Frankfurt am Main 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Sit elettroniku www.ibh-hessen.de 

Isem il-miżura ta’ għajnuna Gründungs- und Wachstumsfinanzierung Hessen (GuW Hessen) 

Bażi legali nazzjonali 
(Referenza għall-pubblikazzjoni 
nazzjonali uffiċjali relevanti) 

Richtlinie Gründungs- und Wachstumsfinanzierung Hessen sowie Ergänzendes 
Merkblatt zur Gründungs- und Wachstumsfinanzierung Hessen 
Keine Richtlinie des Landes, Fundstelle im Internet (s.u.) 

Link tal-internet bid-dettalji sħaħ 
tal-miżuri ta' għajnuna 

http://www.ibh-hessen.de/Kredite_GUW.cfm 

Tip ta’ miżura Leġiżlazzjoni Iva. 

Bdil f'miżura li teżisti Numru tal-Kummissjoni tal-għajnuna 

Estensjoni XS 24/02 

Tibdil Iva. 

Perjodu ta' validità ( 3 ) Leġiżlazzjoni mill-1.10.2008 sal-31.12.2013 

Setturi ekonomiċi kkonċernati L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi kollha 
milquta mill-miżuri 
kkunsidrati 

Iva. 

Natura tal-benefiċjarju Impriża żgħira u ta' daqs 
medja 

Iva. 

Riżorsi finanzjarji Total allokat għall-miżura 
skont il-leġiżlazzjoni ( 4 ) 

Volum ta' kreditu ta' madwar EUR 140 Miljun fis- 
sena bħala benefiċċju għall-imgħax madwar EUR 
0.4 Mil. kull sena 

Strument ta' għajnuna 
(Artikolu 5) 

Sussidju fuq l-imgħax Iva. 

Self Iva. 

Affarijiet oħra (jekk jogħġbok 
speċifika) 

Self b'imgħax favorevoli
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Għanijiet ġenerali Għanijiet L-ogħla intensità tal-għaj­
nuna f' % jew inkella l- 
ogħla ammont ta' għajnuna 
fil-munita tal-pajjiż 

Bonus ta' SME f' % 

Għajnuna għall-investiment u l- 
impjiegi għall-SMEs (Art. 15) 

Iva. Jingħataw biss għajnuniet 
għall-investiment 

10/20 % 

( 1 ) NUTS: In-Nomenklatura tal-Unitajiet Territorjali għall-Istatistika. 
( 2 ) Artikolu 87(3)(a) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Artikolu 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE, żona mista, żona li ma tistax tiġi kkunsidrata għal għajnuna bi 

skop reġjonali. 
( 3 ) Il-perjodu li fih l-awtorità li tapprova hija obbligata li tiggarantixxi l-għajnuna 
( 4 ) Fil-każ ta' leġiżlazzjoni dwar għajnuna jekk jogħġbok agħti, għal kull Strument ta' Għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni, il-baġit kollu tas-sena 

allokat skont il-leġiżlazzjoni jew inkella t-tnaqqis fl-ammont ta' taxxa li hu previst li jkun hemm kull sena 

In-numru ta' referenza tal- 
għajnuna 

X 27/08 

Stat Membru Ir-Repubblika Federali tal-Ġermanja 

Stat Membru Nru. ta' Referenza — 

Reġjun Isem ir-Reġjun 
(NUTS ( 1 )) 
L-Istat ta' Hessen, NUTS 1 

Eliġibbiltà ( 2 ) 
Żoni li mhumiex eliġibbli għal għajnuna bi skop 
reġjonali 

L-Awtorità li tagħti l-għajnuna Isem (1) Ministeru ta' Hesse għall-Ekonomija, it-Traffiku 
u l-Iżvilupp 

(2) Investitionsbank Hessen Uffiċċju ta' Kassel 

Indirizz (1) Kaiser-Friedrich-Ring 75 
65185 Wiesbaden 
DEUTSCHLAND 

(2) Kurfürstenstr. 7 
34117 Kassel 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Sit elettroniku (1) www.wirtschaft.hessen.de 
(2) www.ibh-hessen.de 

Isem il-miżura ta’ għajnuna Förderung der regionalen Entwicklung 
- betriebliche Investitionen - 

Bażi legali nazzjonali 
(Referenza għall-pubblikazzjoni 
nazzjonali uffiċjali relevanti) 

Richtlinien des Landes Hessen zur Förderung der regionalen Entwicklung 
(Staatsanzeiger 23/2008 vom 2. Juni 2008, S. 1450) 

Link tal-internet bid-dettalji sħaħ 
tal-miżuri ta' għajnuna 

http://www.wirtschaft.hessen.de/irj/HMWVL_Internet?cid= 
46532f7c02f1b0545d1b707d83412db3 

Tip ta’ miżura Leġiżlazzjoni Iva. 

Bdil f'miżura li teżisti Numru tal-Kummissjoni tal-għajnuna 

Tibdil XS 14/02 

Perjodu ta' validità ( 3 ) Leġiżlazzjoni mill-1.4.2008 sal-31.12.2012 

Setturi ekonomiċi kkonċernati L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi kollha 
milquta mill-miżuri 
kkunsidrati 

Iva. 

Natura tal-benefiċjarju Impriża żgħira u ta' daqs 
medja 

Iva. 

Impriża kbira Le 

Riżorsi finanzjarji Total allokat għall-miżura 
skont il-leġiżlazzjoni ( 4 ) 

EUR 20,9 Miljun
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Strument ta' għajnuna 
(Artikolu 5) 

Sussidju Iva. 

Self Iva. 

Affarijiet oħra (jekk jogħġbok 
speċifika) 

Self b'imgħax favorevoli 

Fil-każ ta' kofinanzjar minn 
riżorsi konġunti 

Numru ta' 
referenza 
CCI2007 DE 
16 2 PO 005 

Limitu tal- 
kontribut tal- 
Komunità 

EUR 5,0 Miljun 

Għanijiet ġenerali Għanijiet L-ogħla intensità tal-għaj­
nuna f' % jew inkella l- 
ogħla ammont ta' għajnuna 
fil-munita tal-pajjiż 

Bonus ta' SME f' % 

Għajnuna għall-investiment u l- 
impjiegi għall-SMEs (Art. 15) 

Iva. Jingħataw biss għajnuniet 
għall-investiment 

10/20 % 

( 1 ) NUTS: In-Nomenklatura tal-Unitajiet Territorjali għall-Istatistika. 
( 2 ) Artikolu 87(3)(a) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Artikolu 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Żona mista, żona li ma tistax tiġi kkunsidrata għal għajnuna bi 

skop reġjonali. 
( 3 ) Il-perjodu li fih l-awtorità li tapprova hija obbligata li tiggarantixxi l-għajnuna 
( 4 ) Fil-każ ta' leġiżlazzjoni dwar għajnuna jekk jogħġbok agħti, għal kull Strument ta' Għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni, il-baġit kollu tas- 

sena allokat skont il-leġiżlazzjoni jew inkella t-tnaqqis fl-ammont ta' taxxa li hu previst li jkun hemm kull sena 

In-numru ta' referenza tal- 
għajnuna 

X 127/08 

Stat Membru Il-Ġermanja 

Stat Membru Nru. ta' Referenza — 

Reġjun Isem ir-Reġjun 
(NUTS ( 1 )) 
Bayern 

Eliġibbiltà ( 2 ) 

L-Awtorità li tagħti l-għajnuna Zentrum Bayern Familie und Soziales 

Hegelstraße 2 
95447 Bayreuth 
DEUTSCHLAND 

http://www.zbfs.bayern.de/ 

Isem il-miżura ta’ għajnuna Die Einzelbeihilfen für Förderungen nach der anliegenden Maßnahmebeschreibung 
(Programmregelung) werden auf Grundlage von Zuwendungsbescheiden gewährt. In 
die Zuwendungsbescheide wird jeweils ein Hinweis auf die VO (EG) Nr. 800/2008 
und die diesbezügliche Freistellung aufgenommen. Die Namen der Begünstigten 
stehen noch nicht fest. 
Spezifisches Ziel A1 Erhöhung des Qualifikationsniveaus von Beschäftigten und 
Unternehmen 
Aktion 1 Berufliche Weiterbildung von Beschäftigten insb. KMU, Unterstützung der 
Anpassung 
Aktion 2 Berufliche Weiterbildung von Wirtschaftsclustern 

Bażi legali nazzjonali 
(Referenza għall-pubblikazzjoni 
nazzjonali uffiċjali relevanti) 

Operationelles Programm: Zukunft in Bayern, Europäischer Sozialfonds, Regionale 
Wettbewerbsfähigkeit und Beschäftigung, Bayern 2007-2013; 
Haushaltsordnung des Freistaates Bayern – Bayerische Haushaltsordnung – BayHO – 
(BayRS 630-1-F), zuletzt geändert durch § 2 des Gesetzes vom 23. April 2008 
(GVBl S. 139) Fundstelle: BayRS IV, S. 664 

Link tal-internet bid-dettalji sħaħ 
tal-miżuri ta' għajnuna 

http://www.stmas.bayern.de/arbeit/esf2007-2013/programm07-13.pdf 

Tip ta’ miżura Leġiżlazzjoni Iva. 

Bdil f'miżura li teżisti Tibdil XT 102/08
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Perjodu ta' validità ( 3 ) Leġiżlazzjoni mill-1.1.2008 sal-31.12.2013 

Setturi ekonomiċi kkonċernati L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi kollha milquta 
mill-miżuri kkunsidrati 

Iva. 

Natura tal-benefiċjarju Impriża żgħira u ta' daqs medja Iva, fil-biċċa l-kbira 

Impriża kbira Iva. 

Riżorsi finanzjarji Total allokat għall-miżura skont il- 
leġiżlazzjoni ( 4 ) 

EUR 0.3 (f’Miljuni) 

Strument ta' għajnuna 
(Artikolu 5) 

Sussidju Iva. 

Fil-każ ta' kofinanzjar minn 
riżorsi konġunti 

Riferiment fil-fajl: ESF - 
CCI:2007DE052PO002 

Limitu tal- 
kontribut 
tal- 
Komunità 

EUR 5 (f’Mil.) kull sena 

Għanijiet ġenerali Għanijiet Intensità tal-għajnuna f' % jew 
inkella l-ogħla ammont ta' għaj­
nuna fil-munita tal-pajjiż 

Bonus 
ta' SME 
f' % 

Għajnuna għat-taħriġ (Art. 38- 
39) 

Taħriġ speċifiku (Art. 38(1)) le 0 % 

Taħriġ ġenerali (Art. 38(2)) iva 45 % 

( 1 ) NUTS: In-Nomenklatura tal-Unitajiet Territorjali għall-Istatistika. 
( 2 ) Artikolu 87(3)(a) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Artikolu 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE, żona mista, żona li ma tistax tiġi kkunsidrata għal għajnuna bi 

skop reġjonali. 
( 3 ) Il-perjodu li fih l-awtorità li tapprova hija obbligata li tiggarantixxi l-għajnuna. 
( 4 ) Fil-każ ta' leġiżlazzjoni dwar għajnuna jekk jogħġbok agħti, għal kull Strument ta' Għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni, il-baġit kollu tas-sena 

allokat skont il-leġiżlazzjoni jew inkella t-tnaqqis fl-ammont ta' taxxa li hu previst li jkun hemm kull sena.
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Informazzjoni komunikata mill-Istati Membri rigward għajnuna mill-Istat mogħtija skont ir- 
Regolament tal-Kummissjoni (KE) Nru 800/2008 li jiddikjara ċerti kategoriji ta’ għajnuna bħala 
kompatibbli mas-suq komuni (Regolament għal Eżenzjoni Ġenerali Sħiħa) skond l-Artikoli 87 u 

88 tat-Trattat 

(Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE) 

(2009/C 149/07) 

In-numru ta' referenza 
tal-għajnuna 

X 20/08 

Stat Membru Il-Ġermanja 

Stat Membru Nru. ta' 
Referenza 

— 

Reġjun Isem ir-Reġjun 
(NUTS ( 1 )) 
Il-Land ta' Schleswig-Holstein bil-muniċipali­
tajiet ta' Herzogtum Lauenburg, Pinneberg 
(barra Helgoland), Segeberg u Stormarn 

Eliġibbiltà ( 2 ) 
Għal żoni mhux eliġibbli għal għajnuna bi 
skop reġjonali 

L-Awtorità li tagħti l- 
għajnuna 

Investitionsbank Schleswig-Holstein 

Fleethörn 29-31 
24103 Kiel 
DEUTSCHLAND 

http://www.ib-sh.de 

Isem il-miżura ta’ 
għajnuna 

Investitionsförderung im Hamburg-Rand-Raum 

Bażi legali nazzjonali 
(Referenza għall-pubbli­
kazzjoni nazzjonali 
uffiċjali relevanti) 

Richtlinie für die einzelbetriebliche Investitionsförderung im Rahmen des Zukunftsprogramms 
Wirtschaft aus Mitteln des Europäischen Fonds für Regionale Entwicklung für Vorhaben 
kleiner und mittlerer Unternehmen im südlichen Schleswig-Holstein („Investitionsförderung 
im Hamburg-Rand-Raum“); 
Amtsblatt Schleswig-Holstein 2008, p. 849 

Link tal-internet bid- 
dettalji sħaħ tal-miżuri 
ta' għajnuna 

www.ib-sh.de/hamburg-rand 

Tip ta’ miżura Leġiżlazzjoni dwar l-għajnuna Benefiċċju għall-investiment għall-SMEs 

Bdil f'miżura li teżisti Numru tal-Kummissjoni tal-għajnuna 

Tibdil XS 62/07 

Perjodu ta' validità ( 3 ) Leġiżlazzjoni 30.6.2008-31.12.2013 

Setturi ekonomiċi 
kkonċernati 

L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi kollha milquta mill- 
miżuri kkunsidrati 

L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi kollha li fihom 
jistgħu jingħataw għajnuniet lill-SMEs 

Natura tal-benefiċjarju Impriża żgħira u ta' daqs medju biss 

Riżorsi finanzjarji Total allokat għall-miżura skont il- 
leġiżlazzjoni ( 4 ) 

madwar 5 EUR (Mil.) kull sena 

Strument ta' għajnuna 
(Artikolu 5) 

Sussidju Iva 

Fil-każ ta' kofinanzjar 
minn riżorsi konġunti 

Riferiment fil-fajl: 
CCI Nr. 2007 DE 
162 PO 003 

Limitu tal-kontribut 
tal-Komunità 

madwar 5 EUR (Mil.) kull sena
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Għanijiet ġenerali Għanijiet L-ogħla intensità tal- 
għajnuna f'% jew l- 
ogħla ammont ta' 
għajnuna fil-munita 
tal-pajjiż 

Bonus ta' SME f'% 

Għajnuna għall-investi­
ment u l-impjiegi għall- 
SMEs (Art. 15) 

Il-protezzjoni ta', jew il-ħolqien ta' postijiet 
tax-xogħol ġodda permezz tas-sostenn ta' 
impriżi li għadhom jibdew, l-estensjoni u l- 
immodernizzar tal-postijiet minn fejn 
joperaw impriżi żgħar u medji 

F′konformità mal- 
Art. 15 u l-Art. 44(2) 
tar-REĠS 

( 1 ) NUTS: In-Nomenklatura tal-Unitajiet Territorjali għall-Istatistika. 
( 2 ) Artikolu 87(3)(a) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Artikolu 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Żona mista, żona li ma tistax tiġi kkunsidrata għal għajnuna bi 

skop reġjonali. 
( 3 ) Il-perjodu li fih l-awtorità li tapprova tkun tista' tagħti l-għajnuna. 
( 4 ) Fil-każ ta' leġiżlazzjoni dwar għajnuna jekk jogħġbok agħti, għal kull Strument ta' Għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni, il-baġit kollu tas-sena 

allokat skont il-leġiżlazzjoni jew inkella t-tnaqqis fl-ammont ta' taxxa li hu previst li jkun hemm kull sena. 

In-numru ta' referenza tal- 
għajnuna 

X 22/08 

Stat Membru Il-Ġermanja 

Stat Membru Nru. ta' 
Referenza 

— 

Reġjun Isem ir-Reġjun 
(NUTS ( 1 )) 
Nordrhein-Westfalen 

Eliġibbiltà ( 2 ) 
Art. 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE; 
Żona mista, li mhix eliġibbli għal għajnuna reġjonali 

L-Awtorità li tagħti l- 
għajnuna 

Isem NRW.BANK 

Indirizz Johanniterstraße 3 
48145 Münster 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Sit elettroniku http://www.nrwbank.de 

Isem il-miżura ta’ għajnuna Regionales Wirtschaftsförderungsprogramm NRW (RWP.NRW); 
Richtlinie für die Gewährung von Finanzhilfen zur Förderung der gewerblichen Wirtsc­
haft einschließlich des Tourismusgewerbes vom 12.9.2008 

Bażi legali nazzjonali 
(Referenza għall-pubblikaz­
zjoni nazzjonali uffiċjali 
relevanti) 

1. 36. Rahmenplan der Bund/Länder-Gemeinschaftsaufgabe „Verbesserung der regio­
nalen Wirtschaftsstruktur“ (BAnz. vom 12. April 2007, Seite 4713), geändert 
durch den Beschluss des Koordinierungsausschusses vom 10.9.2008 (BAnz. vom 
24. September 2008, Seite 3452). 

2. Landeshaushaltsordnung NRW i. d. F. der Bekanntmachung vom 26. April 1999 
(SGV.NRW 630). 

Link tal-internet bid-dettalji 
sħaħ tal-miżuri ta' għajnuna 

http://www.nrwbank.de/pdf/dt/RWP_NRW/RWP_Richtlinie_12.09.08.pdf 

Tip ta’ miżura Leġiżlazzjoni X 

Bdil f'miżura li teżisti Numru tal-Kummissjoni tal-għajnuna 

Tibdil XS 26/07 
Aġġustament tal-RWP biex jiġi konformi mar-Regolament 
(KE) Nru. 800/2008 

Perjodu ta' validità ( 3 ) Leġiżlazzjoni mill-1.10.08 sal-31.12.13 

Setturi ekonomiċi 
kkonċernati 

L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi 
kollha milquta mill-miżuri 
kkunsidrati 

Iva, ħlief għall-oqsma ekonomiċi msemmija fin-Nru 3.2 
tal-RWP NRW 

Natura tal-benefiċjarju Impriża żgħira u ta' daqs 
medju 

Iva 

Impriża kbira Iva, biss f'dawk ir-reġjuni eliġibbli skont l-Art. 87(3)(c)

MT C 149/12 Il-Ġurnal Uffiċjali tal-Unjoni Ewropea 1.7.2009

http://www.nrwbank.de
http://www.nrwbank.de/pdf/dt/RWP_NRW/RWP_Richtlinie_12.09.08.pdf


Riżorsi finanzjarji Total allokat għall-miżura 
skont il-leġiżlazzjoni ( 4 ) 

50 Mio. EUR 

Strument ta' għajnuna 
(Artikolu 5) 

Sussidju Iva 

Għanijiet ġenerali Għanijiet L-ogħla intensità tal-għaj­
nuna f'% jew inkella l- 
ogħla ammont ta' għajnuna 
fil-munita tal-pajjiż 

Bonus ta' SME f'% 

Għajnuna għall-investiment 
reġjonali (Art. 13) ( 5 ) 

Leġiżlazzjoni 15 % 20/10 % 

Għajnuna għall-investiment 
u l-impjiegi għall-SMEs (Art. 
15) 

20/10 % 

Għajnuniet għal SME għall- 
konsulenza u biex jieħdu 
sehem f'fieri (Art. 26-27) 

Għajnuniet għall-SMEs 
għall-konsulenza (Art. 26) 

50 % 

( 1 ) NUTS: In-Nomenklatura tal-Unitajiet Territorjali għall-Istatistika. 
( 2 ) Artikolu 87(3)(a) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Artikolu 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Żona mista, żona li ma tistax tiġi kkunsidrata għal għajnuna bi 

skop reġjonali. 
( 3 ) Il-perjodu li fih l-awtorità li tapprova hija obbligata li tiggarantixxi l-għajnuna. 
( 4 ) Fil-każ ta' leġiżlazzjoni dwar għajnuna jekk jogħġbok agħti, għal kull Strument ta' Għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni, il-baġit kollu tas-sena 

allokat skont il-leġiżlazzjoni jew inkella t-tnaqqis fl-ammont ta' taxxa li hu previst li jkun hemm kull sena. 
( 5 ) Fil-każ ta' għajnuniet reġjonali ad hoc li jingħataw bħala żieda ma' leġiżlazzjoni ta' għajnuna, jekk jogħġbok speċifika sew l-intensità tal- 

għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni kif ukoll l-intensità tal-għajnuna fil-każ ta' għajnuna ad hoc. 

In-numru ta' referenza 
tal-għajnuna 

X 23/08 

Stat Membru Il-Ġermanja 

Stat Membru Nruta' 
Referenza 

— 

Reġjun Isem ir-Reġjun 
(NUTS ( 1 )) 
Land Schleswig-Holstein u 
1. il-muniċipalitajiet Herzogtum Lauenburg, 

partijiet mill-muniċipalità ta' Steinburg, il- 
muniċipalità ta' Plön u Rendsburg- 
Eckernförde, l-ibliet Kiel u Neumünster, 
partijiet mill-belt ta' Lübeck u ta' Flensburg 

2. il-muniċipalitajiet ta' Dithmarschen, Nordfries­
land, Schleswig-Flensburg, Ostholstein, parti­
jiet mill-muniċipalità ta' Steinburg, partijiet 
mill-ibliet ta' Lübeck u ta' Flensburg, il- 
muniċipalità ta' Pinneberg (il-komunità ta' 
Helgoland biss) 

Eliġibbiltà ( 2 ) 
Għal żoni mhux eliġibbli għal għajnuna bi 
skop reġjonali (hekk imsejħa Żoni ta' Għaj­
nuna GA-D) 
Żoni ta' għajnuna skont l-Art 88(3)(c) tat- 
TKE 
(hekk imsejħa Żoni ta' Għajnuna GA-C) 

L-Awtorità li tagħti l- 
għajnuna 

Investitionsbank Schleswig-Holstein 

Fleethörn 29-31 
24103 Kiel 
DEUTSCHLAND 

http://www.ib-sh.de/ 

Isem il-miżura ta’ 
għajnuna 

Einzelbetriebliche Investitionsförderung im Rahmen des Europäischen Fonds für Regionale 
Entwicklung 

Bażi legali nazzjonali 
(Referenza għall-pubbli­
kazzjoni nazzjonali 
uffiċjali relevanti) 

Ergänzende Grundsätze für die einzelbetriebliche Investitionsförderung im Rahmen der 
Gemeinschaftsaufgabe „Verbesserung der regionalen Wirtschaftsstruktur“ und des Euro­
päischen Fonds für Regionale Entwicklung; 
Amtsblatt Schleswig-Holstein 2008, p. 883 

Link tal-internet bid- 
dettalji sħaħ tal-miżuri 
ta' għajnuna 

www.ib-sh.de/zuschuss-ga
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Tip ta’ miżura Leġiżlazzjoni Benefiċċju għall-investiment 

Perjodu ta' validità ( 3 ) Leġiżlazzjoni 1.10.2008-31.12.2013 

Setturi ekonomiċi 
kkonċernati 

L-attivitajiet ekonomiċi kollha milquta mill- 
miżuri kkunsidrati 

Mhux speċifiċi għas-setturi 

Natura tal-benefiċjarju Impriża żgħira u ta' daqs medja Iva. 

Impriża kbira Iva, sakemm ikun inċentiv f'żona fejn jista' 
jingħata inċentiv reġjonali 

Riżorsi finanzjarji Total allokat għall-miżura skont il- 
leġiżlazzjoni ( 4 ) 

Madwar 15-il Mil. EUR kull sena 

Strument ta' għajnuna 
(Artikolu 5) 

Sussidju Iva. 

Fil-każ ta' kofinanzja­
ment minn mezzi tal- 
Komunità 

Riferiment fil-fajl: 
CCI Nr. 2007 DE 
162 PO 003 

Limitu tal-kontribut 
tal-Komunità 

Madwar 15-il Mil. EUR kull sena 

Għajnijiet ġenerali Għanijiet L-ogħla intensità tal- 
għajnuna f'% jew 
inkella l-ogħla 
ammont ta' għajnuna 
fil-munita tal-pajjiż 

Bonus ta' SME f'% 

Għajnuna għall-investi­
ment u l-impjiegi 
reġjonali ( 5 ) (Art. 13) 

Leġiżlazzjoni 
Iva, sakemm l-inċentiv ikun ġewwa ż-żona 
rikonoxxuta ta' għajnuna reġjonali 
(ara wkoll l-annotazzjoni dwar “Reġjun”, Nru 
2); Il-protezzjoni ta', jew il-ħolqien ta' posti­
jiet tax-xogħol ġodda permezz tas-sostenn ta' 
impriżi li għadhom jibdew, l-estensjoni u l- 
immodernizzar tal-postijiet minn fejn 
joperaw impriżi żgħar u medji kif ukoll kbar 

F′konformità mal- 
Art. 9 tar-REĠS 
(għajnuna bħall- 
Għajnuna Aid XR 
31/07) 

Għajnuna għall-investi­
ment u l-impjiegi għall- 
SMEs (Art. 15) 

Iva, sakemm l-inċentiv ikun ′il barra miż- 
żoni rikonoxxuti ta' għajnuna reġjonali (ara 
l-annotazzjoni f'“Reġjun”, Nru 1); 
Il-protezzjoni ta', jew il-ħolqien ta' postijiet 
tax-xogħol ġodda permezz tas-sostenn ta' 
impriżi li għadhom jibdew, l-estensjoni u l- 
immodernizzar tal-postijiet minn fejn 
joperaw impriżi żgħar u medji 

F′konformità mal- 
Art. 15 tar-REĠS 

( 1 ) NUTS: In-Nomenklatura tal-Unitajiet Territorjali għall-Istatistika. 
( 2 ) Artikolu 87(3)(a) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Artikolu 87(3)(c) tat-Trattat tal-KE, Żona mista, żona li ma tistax tiġi kkunsidrata għal għajnuna bi 

skop reġjonali. 
( 3 ) Il-perjodu li fih l-awtorità li tapprova hija obbligata li tiggarantixxi l-għajnuna. 
( 4 ) Fil-każ ta' leġiżlazzjoni dwar għajnuna jekk jogħġbok agħti, għal kull Strument ta' Għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni, il-baġit kollu tas-sena 

allokat skont il-leġiżlazzjoni jew inkella t-tnaqqis fl-ammont ta' taxxa li hu previst li jkun hemm kull sena. 
( 5 ) Fil-każ ta' għajnunuet reġjonali ad hoc li jingħataw bħala żieda ma' leġiżlazzjoni ta' għajnuna, jekk jogħġbok speċifika sew l-intensità tal- 

għajnuna skont il-leġiżlazzjoni kif ukoll l-intensità tal-għajnuna fil-każ ta' għajnuniet ad hoc.
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V 

(Avviżi) 

PROĊEDURI AMMINISTRATTIVI 

L-UFFIĊĊJU EWROPEW GĦALL-GĦAŻLA TAL-PERSUNAL 
(EPSO) 

AVVIŻ TA' KOMPETIZZJONI ĠENERALI EPSO/AST/99/09 

(2009/C 149/08) 

L-Uffiċċju Ewropew għall-Għażla tal-Persunal (EPSO) qed jorganizza din il-kompetizzjoni ġenerali 
EPSO/AST/99/09 għar-reklutaġġ ta' qarrejja tal-provi (AST 3) għal-lingwa Ingliża (EN). 

L-avviż tal-konkors huwa ppubblikat biss bl-Ingliż fil-Ġurnal Uffiċjali C 149 A tal-1 ta’ Lulju 2009. 

Għal iktar informazzjoni kkonsulta s-sit tal-EPSO http://eu-careers.eu
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PROĊEDURI GĦALL-IMPLIMENTAZZJONI TAL-POLITIKA TAL- 
KOMPETIZZJONI 

IL-KUMMISSJONI 

GĦAJNUNA MILL-ISTAT – IR-RENJU UNIT 

Għajnuna mill-istat C 14/08 (ex NN 1/08) – Għajnuna ta' ristrutturar lin-Northern Rock 

Stedina biex jiġu ppreżentati kummenti skont l-Artikolu 88(2) tat-Trattat tal-KE 

(Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE) 

(2009/C 149/09) 

Permezz tal-ittra li ġġib id-data tas-7 ta' Mejju 2009 riprodotta fil-lingwa awtentika fil-paġni li jiġu wara dan 
is-sommarju, il-Kummissjoni nnotifikat lir-Renju Unit bid-deċiżjoni tagħha li tagħti bidu għall-proċedura 
stabbilita fl-Artikolu 88(2) tat-Trattat tal-KE fir-rigward tal-miżura msemmija hawn fuq. 

Il-partijiet interessati jistgħu jippreżentaw il-kummenti tagħhom dwar il-miżura li dwarha l-Kummisjoni se 
tibda l-proċedura, fi żmien xahar mid-data tal-pubblikazzjoni ta’ dan is-sommarju u tal-ittra li ssegwi, lil: 

European Commission 
Directorate-General for Competition 
State aid Greffe 
1049 Bruxelles/Brussel 
BELGIQUE/BELGIË 
Fax +32 22961242 

Dawn il-kummenti ser ikunu kkomunikati lir-Renju Unit. Il-parti interessata li tippreżenta l-kummenti tista' 
titlob bil-miktub biex l-identità tagħha tibqa’ kunfidenzjali, filwaqt li tagħti r-raġunijiet għat-talba. 

SOMMARJU 

I. PROĊEDURA 

1. Fit-2 ta’ April 2008 il-Kummissjoni fetħet il-proċedura tal- 
Artikolu 88(2) tal-KE fir-rigward tal-pjan ta’ ristrutturar 
sottomess mill-awtoritajiet tar-Renju Unit għar-ristruttur 
tan-Northern Rock. Il-Kummissjoni rċeviet kummenti 
mingħand ir-Renju Unit fit-2 ta’ Mejju 2008 u ressqet il- 
kummenti lill-partijiet oħra interessati fil-15 ta’ Lulju 2008. 
L-awtoritajiet tar-Renju Unit irrispondew għal dawn il- 
kummenti fit-28 ta’ Awwissu 2008. Wara dan, il-Kummiss­
joni ngħatat informazzjoni mill-awtoritajiet tar-Renju Unit 
f’diversi okkażjonijiet. Fil-bidu tal-2009, l-awtoritajiet tar- 
Renju Unit informaw lill-Kummissjoni li xtaqu jemendaw 
il-pjan ta’ ristrutturar. Huma pprovdew informazzjoni fir- 
rigward tal-pjan ġdid fl-20 ta’ Frar 2009, fil-31 ta’ Marzu 
2009 u fit-2 ta’ April 2009. 

II. IL-FATTI 

2. Il-benefiċjarju tal-għajnuna huwa n-NR, li kien il-ħames l- 
ikbar bank tas-self b'ipoteka fir-Renju Unit b'total tal-karta 
tal-bilanċ ta' GBP 101 biljun (fil-31.12.2006). Self b'ipoteka 
residenzjali hija l-attività prinċipali tan-NR. Il-bank bejn 
wieħed u ieħor ittripplika s-sehem tiegħu fis-suq tas-self 
b'ipoteka fir-Renju Unit f'dawn l-aħħar 8 snin. In-NR iffi­

nanzja t-tkabbir tas-self tiegħu prinċipalment permezz ta' 
fondi bl-ingrossa u permezz tat-titolarizzazzjoni tal-assi 
tiegħu. Din kienet problema, meta minħabba t-turbolenza 
tas-swieq finanzjarji dinjija, is-swieq tat-titolarizzazzjoni 
tas-self b'ipoteka prattikament għalqu, waqt li l-ġbir ta' 
fondi fuq is-suq tal-flus bl-ingrossa sar diffiċli ħafna billi 
l-banek aktar ma jmur ma xtaqux iselfu lil xulxin. 

3. Wara li taw garanzija fuq id-depożiti bl-imnut u bl-ingrossa 
eżistenti, fuq depożiti ġodda bl-imnut, u wara li pprovdew 
lil NR b’faċilità ta’ likwidità, fi Frar 2008 l-awtoritajiet tar- 
Renju Unit innazzjonalizzaw lil NR. Fis-17 ta’ Marzu 2008, 
l-awtoritajiet tar-Renju Unit nnotifikaw pjan ta’ ristrutturaz­
zjoni lill-Kummissjoni li l-aktar elementi importanti tiegħu 
kienu: i) it-tnaqqis tal-karta ta’ bilanċ b’madwar […] (*) % 
minn GBP 101 biljun sal-aħħar tal-2011, ii) l-istabbilizzaz­
zjoni tal-karta ta’ bilanċ billi tiżdied il-bażi tad-depożitu, iii) 
l-għeluq tan-negozju fid-Danimarka u l-preżenza limitata 
fl-Irlanda u Guernsey. Il-pjan għandu jkun sostnut minn
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(*) Informazzjoni konfidenzjali, fejn kien possibbli, iċ-ċifri ġew sostitwiti 
minn firxiet fil-[parenteżi].



għajnuna għar-ristrutturar, li għandha tikkonsisti l-aktar fi 
prolungazzjoni tal-miżuri ta’ għajnuna għas-salvataġġ. L- 
awtoritajiet tar-Renju Unit kienu ppreparati biex iwettqu 
għadd ta’ miżuri kompensatorji biex jillimitaw it-tfixkil 
fil-kompetizzjoni, li kienu jinkludu: a) tnaqqis fil-karta ta’ 
bilanċ, b) tnaqqis fl-oriġini ta’ self b’ipoteka ġdid, ċ) l- 
għeluq tan-negozju ta’ NR fid-Danimarka u li jkun illimitat 
in-negozju fl-Irlanda u f'Guernsey u d) Karta Kompetittiva li 
tiddikjara l-bażi li fuqha NR ikun qed jikkompeti fis-suq. 

4. Minħabba l-kriżi finanzjarja dejjem teħżien u minħabba l- 
effetti negattivi li kellha fuq il-pożizzjoni kapitali ta' NR, l- 
awtoritjaiet tar-Renju Unit, emendaw il-pjan ta' ristrutturaz­
zjoni. Fil-pjan il-ġdid, NR ser jinqasama f’żewġ entitajiet: 

(i) “BankCo” li fl-assi tiegħu għandhom jiġu trasferiti l-assi 
segwenti minn Northern Rock: il-kont ta’ depożiti bl- 
imnut (madwar GBP 19.5bn), mqabbal b’madwar GBP 
[…] biljun assi kontanti u madwar GBP […] biljun ta’ 
assi ta’ self b’ipoteka mhux ostakolat tan-Northern 
Rock […] Depożiti bl-ingrossa li attwalment 
jammontaw GBP […] biljun, imqabbla b’ assi kontanti, 
il-pjattaforma ta’ servizzi u ta’ oriġini ta’ self b’ipoteka 
ta’ Northern Rock, il-fergħat tiegħu, il-persunal u s- 
sistemi rilevanti, u l-kontijiet tal-GIC ( 1 ) mqabbla 
b’assi kontanti ta’ valur ugwali (madwar GBP […] 
biljun); 

(ii) “AssetCo” ser tkun il-kumpanija eżistenti, Northern 
Rock plc u ser titħalla bl-ammont ta’ self residenzjali 
b’ipoteka u l-istrumenti ta’ fondi bl-ingrossa ta’ Nort­
hern Rock (l-interessi tagħha fit-titolarizzazzjoni ta’ 
Granite u d-djun taħt il-bond kopert u l-programmi 
EMTN, flimkien ma’ hedging assoċjat) flimkien mar- 
responsabbiltajiet assoċjati. AssetCo ser iżomm ir- 
responsabbiltà għas-self eżistenti mill-Gvern lil Nort­
hern Rock, li ser jiżdied b’madwar GBP […] u GBP 
[…] biljun (skont l-assi u d-djun fiż-żmien li fih issir 
il-qsim) biex jgħin fl-implimentazzjoni tar-ristrutturar u 
ser ikun ipprovdut bil-faċilità ta’ kapital imħaddem sa 
GBP […] biljun biex ikun żgurat li jkollu likwidità 
adegwata matul il-kors ta’ […]. Ser jintalb ħlas b’rata 
kummerċjali għal din il-faċilità. 

5. Il-pjan ġdid ta’ ristrutturar ippreveda wkoll injezzjonijiet 
kapitali f’BankCo u AssetCo ta’ GBP […] bln respettiva­
ment GBP […] bln f’xenarju ta’ każ bażi, bidla fl-istrateġija 
ta’ self, abbandun tal-programm attiv ta’ redenzjoni ta’ self 
b’ipoteka u bidliet fil-Qafas Kompetitiiv li jippermetti lil NR 
biex iżid is-self tiegħu fl-2009 u fl-2010 b’total ta’ GBP 14- 
il biljun. 

III. VALUTAZZJONI 

6. Rigward l-għajnuna ta' ristrutturar innotifikata fil-31 ta' 
Marzu 2009, il-Kummissjoni ddeċidiet li tibda investigaz­
zjoni ddettaljata għar-raġunijiet li ġejjin: 

— L-ewwel, il-Kummissjoni tosserva li l-pjan ġdid ta’ 
ristrutturazzjoni ser jeħles lil BankCo milli jkun respon­
sabbli tal-finanzjament tal-ispejjeż fis-suq sabiex dan 
jassorbi t-telf minn self riskjuż li kien sar fl-imgħoddi 
minn NR. Dan jidher li jammonta għal forma ta’ rilaxx 
ta’ assi ddepprezzati meta l-gvern tar-Renju Unit 
essenzjalment qed jikseb il-kontroll ta’ assi ddepprezzati 
mill-attivià ta’ NR kif inhuma miżmuma minn Bank 
Co. Bank Co wkoll ma għandux iħallas lura s-self 
mogħti mill-gvern u qed jirċievi kemm […] assi ta’ 
NR kif ukoll ammont konsiderevoli ta’ flus kontanti. 
Bil-konsegwenza li Bank Co jidher li qed isir bank 
kompetittiv ħafna. Għadu mhux ċar jekk il-livell tal- 
kontribuzzjoni proprja minn Bank Co tissodisfax il- 
prinċipji tal-Linja gwida għas-Salvataġġ u r-Ristrutturar. 
Għalhekk il-Kummissjoni għandha dubji li l-għajnuna 
hi limitata għall-minimu possibbli u li l-kontribuzzjoni 
proprja minn BankCo kienet waħda mhux adegwata. 

— It-tieni, il-Kummissjoni għandha dubji li l-effetti negat­
tivi ta’ riperkussjoni tal-miżuri għall-kompetituri kinux 
illimitati għall-minimu possibbli Kif issemma aktar ’il 
fuq, b’effett tal-operazzjoni ta’ ristrutturar, jidher li 
BankCo iddistingwa ruħu bħala bank ferm kompetittiv 
u b’kapital tajjeb. B’riżultat tal-għajnuna, BankCo 
potenzjalment jista’ jżid is-self b’ipoteka u konsegwen­
tememt iżid il-preżenza tiegħu fis-suq b’dannu għall- 
kompetituri l-oħra, filwaqt li għall-kuntrarju tal-kompe­
tituri tiegħu, ma għandux għalfejn jitgħabba bil-piż tat- 
telf tal-assi tiegħu Il-Kummissjoni tinnota wkoll li 
BankCo ser ikompli jamministra s-self ta’ AssetCo, li 
jfisser li hu għandu vantaġġ ulterjuri li jżomm il-kuntatt 
mal-klijenti teżistenti. Meta jiġi kkunsidrat l-ammont ta’ 
għajnuna, il-Kummissjoni għandha dubji dwar jekk it- 
tfixkil fil-kompetizzjoni jistax jittaffa biżżejjed minn 
miżuri li għandhom l-għan li jillimitaw dan it-tfixkil. 

TEST TA' L-ITTRA 

“The Commission wishes to inform the United Kingdom that, 
having examined the revised restructuring plan such as notified 
by your authorities regarding the case referred to above, it has 
decided to extend the procedure laid down in Article 88(2) of 
the EC Treaty which was opened by decision C(2008)1210 final 
of 2 April 2008 (“the opening decision”). 

1. PROCEDURE 

(1) On 17 March 2008, the UK authorities submitted to the 
Commission a restructuring plan for Northern Rock (“NR”) 
and notified the State aid measures which would 
accompany that plan to enable it to be implemented. On 
2 April 2008, the Commission opened a formal investi­
gation procedure pursuant to Article 88(2) EC Treaty 
regarding the restructuring aid planned to be granted to 
Northern Rock. By letter of 2 May 2008, the UK 
responded to the opening decision.
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( 1 ) Dawn huma kontijiet bankarji f’isem l-istruttura ta’ titolarizzazzjoni 
tal-Granite li huma miżmuma ma’ NR.



(2) By letter of 25 April 2008, the Commission sent questions 
regarding the restructuring plan submitted on 31 March 
2008, which was a slightly amended version of the plan 
notified on 17 March 2008. The UK provided answers by 
letter of 6 June 2008. On 30 June 2008, a meeting was 
held between the Commission services and the UK auth­
orities. Following that meeting, the UK authorities provided 
additional information by letter of 13 August 2008. The 
UK authorities also provided information by letter of 8 July 
2008. 

(3) The opening decision was published in the Official Journal 
of the European Union ( 1 ). The Commission invited 
interested parties to submit their comments on the aid. 
The Commission has received comments from interested 
parties. By letter of 15 July 2008, received on 31 July 
2008, it has forwarded them to the UK, which was 
given the opportunity to react; its comments were 
received by letter of 29 August 2008. 

(4) On 5 August 2008, the UK government announced that it 
intended to convert up to 3 billion pounds of loans to 
Northern Rock into equity. 

(5) On 11 November 2008, 15 January 2009 and 4 February 
2009, the UK authorities informed the Commission that it 
was considering plans for restructuring NR which signifi­
cantly differed from the ones notified in March 2008 and 
outlined these plans. 

(6) On 20 February 2009, the UK authorities provided addi­
tional information on the intention to split the NR in two. 
A more detailed plan was notified by letter of 31 March 
2009 and 2 April 2009. 

2. DESCRIPTION 

2.1. The beneficiary and its difficulties 

(7) Before the difficulties started in the second half of 2007, 
NR was the 5th biggest UK mortgage bank with a balance- 
sheet total of GBP 113,5 billion on 30 June 2007. In 
2006, its interest income represented GBP 5 billion, with 
a profit of GBP 443 million. The bank had a staff of 6 000 
persons. NR has 77 branches throughout the UK and was 
present in Ireland, Denmark and Guernsey. Residential 
mortgage lending was NR’s core activity. It represented 
more than 90 % of all outstanding loans to customers. 
In the first half of 2007, the bank had a market share of 
UK gross mortgage lending of 9,7 % and of net mortgage 
lending of 18,9 % ( 2 ). NR financed the majority of its long- 
term mortgage loans by issuing securitised notes. In March 
2001 NR established a “master trust” securitisation 
structure known as “Granite” of which it has made 
extensive use. NR also funded itself through the issue of 
“covered bonds”. 

(8) In section 2.1 of the first opening decision, the 
Commission provided more information on the bene­
ficiary. Section 2.2 of the opening decision described the 
difficulties it encountered, which led the UK authorities to 
provide loans and guarantees, which were approved as 

rescue aid by the Commission Decision of 5 December 
2007 ( 3 ). Some of the loans were initially granted by the 
Bank of England (“BoE”) and counter-guaranteed by the 
State. All the loans granted by BoE were novated on 
28 August 2008 to HM Treasury. Section 2.3.1 of the 
opening decision described the circumstances which led 
the State to provide additional state guarantees on 
18 December 2007. (In section 4.5.2 of the opening 
decision, the Commission concluded that these additional 
guarantees constituted compatible rescue aid.) Sections 
2.3.2 and 2.3.3 of the opening decision described 
respectively the attempts by NR and the UK authorities 
to find a private sector solution and the restructuring 
plans submitted to the government by Virgin and by 
NR’s management. Section 2.3.4 indicated that NR was 
nationalised on 22 February 2008 on the basis of legis­
lation introduced the preceding days. 

2.2. The restructuring plan notified on 17 March 2008 

(9) The restructuring plan notified on 17 March 2008 was 
described in section 2.3.5 of the first opening decision. 
The main elements of this plan are summarised once 
more here below, in order to facilitate the comparison 
with the new restructuring plan. 

(10) As regards the size of the balance sheet, the plan notified 
on 17 March 2008 envisaged that the NR balance sheet 
would contract in the first five years of the plan from 
about GBP 107 billion in 2007 to about GBP 48-53 
billion at the end of 2011. This would be achieved 
through an active retail mortgage redemption programme 
with the aim of encouraging at least 60 % of customers 
with maturing products (i.e. maturing from product deals) 
to remortgage with another lender; and exiting all new 
commercial lending and new standalone unsecured 
lending. NR would also continue to conduct limited 
levels of new lending over this period (in the base case 
about 18-23 billion in total for the four years from 2008 
to 2011 compared with more that GBP 30 billion in 
2007). This new lending would be offered predominantly 
to high credit quality new customers. 

(11) As to the structure of funding and limiting maturity 
mismatch, the plan envisaged that the proportion of 
retail funding to total funding would increase from 15- 
20 % in 2008 to about […] ( 4 ) in 2011 and about […] 
in 2012, re-balancing the balance sheet. This would be 
reflected in a decrease in total funding and an increase in 
retail deposits from GBP 10,5 billion at the end of 2007 
(i.e. after the bank run) to about GBP […] billion in 2011, 
which remains below the pre-crisis level of GBP 24 billion. 
The projected growth in the deposit base represented a 
moderate increase in the share of the total market 
compared to levels prevailing at the time (about 1,2- 
1,5 % compared to 0,8 %) and below the pre-crisis share 
of 1,9 % for the duration of the restructuring period. 

(12) As regards overseas activities, NR proposed that its Danish 
operations would be closed and a small capability would 
be retained in Ireland and Guernsey to maintain some 
diversification of the funding base.
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( 1 ) OJ C 135, 3.6.2008, p. 21. 
( 2 ) Gross lending is total advances, and net lending is advances less 

redemptions and repayments. 

( 3 ) OJ C 43, 16.2.2008. 
( 4 ) Business secret, where possible, figures have been replaced by ranges 

in [brackets].



(13) As regards the BoE facilities, the plan’s priority was their 
rapid repayment. The plan envisaged that these facilities 
would be fully repaid around […] 2010 in the base case, 
although there would be a BoE/Treasury liquidity facility 
that might remain in place until about the end of […]. 

(14) As regards the State guarantees, the plan envisaged, in the 
base case, the removal of all guarantees by the end of 
2011. There would be a staggered release. As regards the 
retail funding guarantee arrangements (which cover all new 
and existing retail deposits) in the base case, the indicative 
earliest release date for new retail deposits would be […]. 
The indicative earliest release date for existing retail 
deposits would be the […]. For non-retail deposits, the 
indicative date for removal of the guarantees in the base 
case would be during […]. Under the recession case 
scenario, the guarantee arrangements would be required 
until about 2013. The precise timing of the release of 
the guarantee arrangements would be driven by capital 
requirements and market conditions. 

(15) As regards management, there was a significant change in 
the composition of the board with the appointment of a 
new executive Chairman, a new Chief Financial Officer, and 
three new non-executive directors appointed by the 
Government. 

(16) As regards compensatory measure, the Government was 
prepared to commit to the following specific measures: 

(i) A targeted reduction in the balance sheet by over 
[…] % to about GBP 48-53 billion by 2011. 

(ii) A reduction of new residential mortgage origination 
from (in the base case) over GBP 30 billion in 2007 
to about GBP 18-23 billion in total for the four years 
from 2008 to 2011, and in any event within the limits 
of the market share cap on gross new lending. 

(iii) A commitment to an aggressive redemption policy 
including the active encouragement of redeeming 
customers to move to competitors. 

(iv) Closure and run-off of NR’s operations in Denmark in 
2008 and a commitment not to expand in other EU 
markets before 2011. 

(v) A commitment to a “Competitive Charter”, which 
would notably include commitments that: 

(i) NR would not promote its Government backing 
in any market; 

(ii) NR would not allow its share of retail deposit 
balances to exceed 1,5 % in the UK and [0,8- 
1 %] in Ireland; 

(iii) NR would limit its share of gross new mortgage 
origination to below 2,5 % in any calendar year; 

(iv) NR would ensure that it would not rank within 
the top positions in the defined 15 Moneyfacts 

retail deposit categories for the remainder of 
2008; 

(vi) A commitment to withdraw from unsecured 
personal lending and commercial lending for the 
restructuring period. 

(vii) A commitment not to increase the overall 
number of branches in the UK. 

(17) The plan envisaged that these compensatory measures, 
unless otherwise specified above, would remain in place 
until such time as the BoE/Treasury financial assistance 
has been fully repaid (and the liquidity facility transferred 
to a third party provider) and the balance sheet guarantee 
arrangements have been released in full. 

2.3. The new restructuring plan notified on 2 April 
2009 

(18) From December 2007 onwards, Northern Rock’s capital 
position has deteriorated significantly. By December 2008 
Core Tier 1 capital had fallen to -GBP 17,1 million and 
total Tier 1 capital (after deductions) to -GBP 110,4 million 
due to severe losses incurred by Northern Rock as a result 
of the global financial crisis. ( 1 ) In addition the reduction in 
the company’s balance sheet in accordance with the 
original restructuring plan, combined with the effects of 
the financial crisis has led to an increase in the risk 
weighting of assets in the short to medium term as the 
credit quality of the remaining book decreased, leading to 
an effective increase in Tier 1 capital requirements. Revised 
projections now indicate that up to GBP […] billion of 
additional capital would be required under the plan of 
March 2008 if the deterioration of the book continues. 

(19) Given the significant interest rate cuts as a result of the 
financial crisis and the consequential reduction of Northern 
Rock’s SVR ( 2 ), the company also anticipates a significant 
reduction in the rate of mortgage redemptions in 2009. In 
the restructuring plan that was notified in March 2008, it 
was expected that 60 % of customers maturing from 
product deals would redeem in 2009. This is now 
expected to reduce to around [30 %-40 %]. 

(20) In light of these concerns, the Government and Northern 
Rock have agreed a number of modifications to the 
restructuring plan as originally set out in March 2008 in 
order to recognise the significant change in market 
conditions over this period, address the capital position, 
and support the wider initiatives that the Government is 
taking to support the UK economy. 

2.3.1. The split of the bank in a bad bank and a good bank 

(21) The core proposal is that there will be a restructuring of 
the business so that the majority of the back book of 
mortgages, and Northern Rock’s existing wholesale 
funding arrangements, will be managed separately from 
its other businesses. Northern Rock will be divided into:

MT 1.7.2009 Il-Ġurnal Uffiċjali tal-Unjoni Ewropea C 149/19 

( 1 ) NR has registered a pre-tax loss of approximately GBP 1,4 billion 
over 2008 and the reserves decreased significantly if compared to 
the end of 2007 as stated in its 2008 annual accounts 
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report.pdf 

( 2 ) UK term for each lender’s standard variable mortgage lending rate.
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(i) “BankCo” which will be a new company authorised by 
the FSA as a deposit taker. Assets will be transferred 
from Northern Rock to BankCo by order under the 
Banking (Special Provisions) Act 2008. These are 
expected to include the retail deposit book, currently 
standing at approximately GBP 19,5 bn, matched with 
approximately GBP […] billion of cash assets and 
approximately GBP […] billion of Northern Rock’s 
[…] unencumbered mortgage assets. Wholesale 
deposits, currently totalling approximately GBP […] 
billion, will also be transferred to BankCo, matched 
by cash assets of an equal value. ( 1 ) BankCo will also 
contain the Northern Rock mortgage origination and 
servicing platform, its branches (including the branch 
in Ireland and the Guernsey subsidiary), relevant staff 
and systems. In addition, the intention is that the GIC 
accounts ( 2 ) will be transferred to BankCo, matched by 
cash assets of an equal value (approximately GBP […] 
billion); this is likely to be dependent on the company’s 
rating and the decision of Granite’s trustees. 

(ii) “AssetCo” which will be the existing company, 
Northern Rock plc. The intention is that AssetCo will 
be left with the remaining pool of residential 
mortgages and Northern Rock’s wholesale funding 
instruments (principally its interest in the Granite secu­
ritisation vehicle and its liabilities under the covered 
bond and EMTN programmes, together with associated 
hedging) together with the associated liabilities. 
AssetCo will also retain the liability for the existing 
Government loan to Northern Rock, which will be 
increased by between GBP […] and GBP […] billion 
(exact amount to be set depending on the assets and 
liabilities that exist at the time of the split) to enable 
the implementation of the restructuring. In addition, 
the Government will provide AssetCo with a working 
capital facility of up to GBP […] billion to ensure that 
it has adequate liquidity during the course of its […]. A 
commercial rate will be charged for this facility. 

(22) There will be a service agreement between the two 
companies under which BankCo is likely to manage 
AssetCo’s mortgage book and its other remaining assets 
and liabilities. It is envisaged that any regulated activities 
that AssetCo would otherwise need to perform will be 
carried out by BankCo under the service agreement. FSA 
approval of these arrangements will be required in order to 
enable the two entities to be capitalised separately. 

(23) The current assumption is that AssetCo will be wound 
down […]. To the extent that AssetCo’s assets are not 
sufficient to fund repayment of its liabilities […], further 
Government support may be required to permit a […]. 

(24) In the immediate future both BankCo and AssetCo will 
remain wholly owned by the Government. However, it is 
intended that the implementation of this structure will also 
assist in facilitating a return of BankCo to the private 
sector, and to independent operation, at an earlier date 
than would otherwise be the case. 

2.3.2. Capital structure 

(25) In order to address the negative evolution of Northern 
Rock’s regulatory capital base the Government had 
previously agreed in August 2008 to convert GBP 400 
million of preference shares, and up to GBP 3 billion of 
the loan from the Government into ordinary shares of the 
company. In light of the proposed restructuring these 
proposals will not be implemented in this form, but as 
follows: 

— BankCo will need to be capitalised by the Government 
with equity and, potentially, subordinated or other 
forms of long term debt in order to meet its regulatory 
capital requirements in a central and stress case 
scenario. In a stress case scenario its total capital 
requirement is expected to be up to GBP […] billion. 

— AssetCo is currently expected to be subject to a regu­
latory capital requirement of 1 % in the medium term, 
reflecting its activities as a […]. In the medium to long 
term, the intention is that AssetCo will reduce its 
activities such that it falls outside the scope of the 
FSA. However, in the short term, it will need to 
satisfy FSA requirements before its capital requirements 
are reduced. In a central case AssetCo is not expected 
to require any capital support from the Government. 
However, in a stress scenario (and based on a 1 % 
regulatory capital requirement) AssetCo could require 
support of around GBP […] billion to cover a capital 
shortfall in 2010-11, although capital is forecast to 
recover to a positive position in […]. The current 
intention of the Government is to ensure AssetCo is 
able to fund repayment of its liabilities as they fall due 
and its ongoing operations should its assets not be 
sufficient. 

(26) The capital requirements in a stress scenario under the 
revised structure therefore total approximately GBP […] 
billion (in line with the August 2008 proposals). The 
reason for the lower capital requirements is that under 
the revised structure the bulk of the assets that are the 
most capital-absorptive are held in run-off in an entity 
which, in the medium to long term, and subject to 
AssetCo falling outside the scope of the FSA’s remit, is 
expected to have no regulatory capital requirement. 

(27) Northern Rock’s capital position has been addressed to 
date through a continuation of the interim arrangements 
that were set up at the same time as the August 2008 
proposals. At the company’s request, the FSA agreed to 
waive the limits on use of Tier 2 capital that would 
otherwise have applied as a result of the reduction in the 
level of total Tier 1 resources. This means that all available 
Tier 2 capital can be included within the capital resources 
of the company for the purposes of meeting the 
Company’s minimum regulatory requirements. These 
arrangements were implemented on a temporary basis 
until the earlier of the recapitalisation of the Company 
or 31 December 2008. The arrangements were 
subsequently renewed […].
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( 1 ) The total cash transfer that is necessary to ensure that the value of 
the liabilities transferred to BankCo does not outweigh the value of 
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( 2 ) These are bank accounts in the name of the Granite securitisation 
structure that are held with NR.



2.3.3. Amendments to Government loan 

(28) In addition to the increase, described above, in the existing 
loan to Northern Rock, there will also be an adjustment to 
the terms of the loan. This will extend final repayment of 
the loan to beyond […] (or to the liquidation of AssetCo if 
earlier). The rate of interest will also be reviewed and a new 
future rate will be agreed between the Government and the 
company. Northern Rock plc currently pays interest at 
Bank of England base rate plus […] bps. As set out in 
the loan agreement, this will revert to […] plus […] bps 
when state aid approval is granted, backdated to […]. The 
future rate of interest to be charged on the loan is not yet 
fixed but will be at least […]. 

2.3.4. Amendments to lending strategy 

(29) On 19 January 2009 the Government announced a series 
of measures designed to reinforce the stability of the 
financial system, increase capacity and confidence to 
lend, and in turn to support the recovery of the UK 
economy. This included an announcement that Northern 
Rock would no longer actively pursue a policy of rapidly 
reducing its mortgage book. On 23 February 2009 a 
further press release confirmed that Northern Rock 
would be increasing mortgage lending by up to GBP 14 
billion over the next two years (GBP 5 billion in 2009 and 
up to GBP 9 billion in 2010) on a range of products. 
Existing customers will also no longer be actively 
encouraged to leave Northern Rock when their mortgage 
arrangements become freely renewable. The new lending 
will be subject to market demand and will take place on 
commercial terms. The new lending will be funded from 
the opening cash transferred to the BankCo business, 
deposits with BankCo, and repayments on its loan book. 

2.3.5. […] guarantee arrangements 

(30) The March 2008 business plan envisaged the release of all 
guarantees by the end of 2011 (in the base case). This date 
was conditional on a number of factors, including 
repayment of the Government loan and a robust capital 
position ([…]). […]. 

(31) […]. All guarantee arrangements are subject to a minimum 
period of three months between the Government giving 
notice and guarantees being lifted. However, some 
products (such as fixed term bonds) are guaranteed for 
their term, so in these instances guarantees will roll off 
as the products expire. 

(32) […]. It is likely that BankCo will need to achieve an A- 
long term rating from credit rating agencies in order to be 
able to access the wholesale markets. […]. The wholesale 
guarantee arrangements for AssetCo are likely to remain in 
place until exit or liquidation. 

2.3.6. Revised Competitive Framework 

(33) NR has operated within the terms of the Competitive 
Framework to date. It is proposed that the Competitive 
Framework will continue to restrict the activities of 
BankCo for 12 months […], although there will be some 
adjustments required to accommodate the revised lending 
strategy. More specifically: 

— BankCo will limit its new mortgage lending to GBP 5 
billion in the UK in 2009 and GBP 4,5 billion in the 
first half of 2010. 

— It will also restrict the level of total retail deposit 
balances to no more than GBP 21 billion at any stage 
prior to 30 June 2010 (current retail balances amount 
to GBP 19,5 billion). The effect of this will be an earlier 
increase in the level of retail deposits than forecasted in 
the original plan. The March 2008 plan envisaged retail 
deposits of GBP 15 billion in 2009 growing to 
approximately GBP 26 billion in 2013. These will 
now be approximately GBP […] billion in 2009 […] 
growing to an indicative figure of GBP 25 billion by 
2013. 

— BankCo would also continue to follow the previous 
commitments to not promoting its Government 
backing. 

(34) Modified commitments in the Competitive Charter have 
been framed in terms of absolute numbers, rather than 
market shares as this is more predictable and easier to 
assess given the volatility in the size and composition of 
the market. 

3. POSITION OF THE UK 

(35) The UK Government recalls that since the notification of 
the restructuring plan in March 2008, the situation of the 
world financial market and the UK economy has 
dramatically worsened. Several financial institutions which 
were present in the UK have withdrawn from the country 
and some of the largest UK banks are facing extreme 
difficulties which causes them to reduce their lending 
(and risk weighted assets) in order to reduce their capital 
requirements and improve their solvency ratios. As a 
consequence, the supply of mortgage loans has been 
severely reduced, especially for loans with high loan-to- 
value ratios (LTV). House prices in the UK have already 
declined by around 20 % compared to their highest level. 
Each additional decline is creating additional losses for 
banks, which further depletes their capital, and is 
increasing the risk weighting of their existing loans. 
Consequently, the banks further reduce new lending, 
which in turn contributes to reduce the demand for 
houses and increases downwards pressure on house 
prices, thus creating a downwards spiral. 

(36) In response to this crisis, the Government has introduced 
new measures ( 1 ) and granted aid to several banks. 

(37) The UK authorities recall that Northern Rock has made 
significant progress in repaying the Government loan to 
date, primarily as a result of its mortgage redemption 
programme under which it provides assistance to 
customers to access new products with alternative 
lenders. From a peak of approximately GBP 27 billion at 
the end of December 2007, Northern Rock had repaid 
GBP 12,5 billion on a gross basis by the end of March 
2009 and remains ahead of schedule on its loan repay­
ments. The company has also been successful in imple­
menting other elements of the plan, including a significant 
reduction in its balance sheet from GBP 107 billion as at 
December 2007 to GBP 93 billion as at 31 December 
2008 (excluding the fair value of derivatives)
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and an increase in its level of retail funding from 10 % (at 
year end 2007) to 20 % (at year end 2008), withdrawal 
from the Danish market and from its unsecured lending 
business, and full compliance with the market share caps 
and pricing restrictions set out in its Competitive 
Framework. This has required Northern Rock to forego 
significant commercial opportunities, including giving up 
a large number of high credit quality profitable customers 
through its active mortgage redemption programme. 

(38) The Government takes the view that the amendments that 
are proposed to the Northern Rock plan do not materially 
change the analysis of these arrangements under the rescue 
and restructuring guidelines. In particular: 

— The increase in mortgage lending is consistent with the 
strong progress that the company has made to redeem 
its existing mortgage book and repay Government 
lending. It should also be regarded as a measure in 
support of wider Government intervention to address 
concerns about the impact of the financial crisis on the 
wider economy. 

— Although retail deposits will increase sooner than 
previously envisaged, they will remain within the 
limits set out in the revised Competitive Framework 
and by 2013 the level of deposits is forecast to be 
less than the March 2008 business plan. 

— The restructuring proposals will assist in minimising 
the overall level of aid to Northern Rock by reducing 
the overall regulatory capital requirement of the two 
businesses. 

— […]. 

— The company has made a significant contribution to 
the costs of the restructuring in the form of the sale of 
the Herm portfolio and the accelerated monetisation of 
assets to date as described in the March 2008 plan as 
well as the closure of Northern Rock’s branch in 
Denmark in June 2008. 

— The Competitive Framework will continue to restrict 
the activities of BankCo for 12 months […], although 
there will be some adjustments required to accom­
modate the revised lending strategy. Distortions of 
competition as a result of the aid will therefore 
continue to be minimised, and in reality the 
competitive impact of the arrangements in relation to 
Northern Rock are in any event likely to be eclipsed by 
the wider dislocations in the market for some time. 

4. ASSESSMENT 

4.1. Existence of aid 

(39) The Commission must assess whether the measures 
introduced or modified by the new restructuring plan 
constitute State aid. Article 87(1) EC lays down that any 
aid granted by a Member State or through State resources 
in any form whatsoever which distorts or threatens to 
distort competition by favouring certain undertakings or 
the production of certain goods is, insofar as it affects 
trade between Member States, incompatible with the 
common market. 

(40) The UK Government intends to introduce new measures 
and to amend existing ones in favour of AssetCo and 
BankCo. As such, all measures described below (increased 
amount of government loans, working capital facility, guar­
antees and capital injections in favour of AssetCo and asset 
relief measure in favour of BankCo, see paragraph (45)) are 
financed through State resources. Before individually 
describing these measures in more detail and assessing 
whether they confer a selective advantage on AssetCo 
and BankCo, the Commission will first assess whether 
State support is able to distort competition and affect 
trade between the Member States. 

(41) Under the new plan, AssetCo will presumably not carry 
out any economic activities on markets where it will be in 
competition with other banks. It will not collect any new 
deposits and will not make any new loans. Instead, it will, 
according to the UK authorities, only realise its assets as 
they mature and use the proceeds of these to repay its 
debts as they become due and fund its ongoing operational 
requirements as well as any retained historic liabilities. 

(42) The Commission considers that this fact does however not 
entail that the State measures in favour of AssetCo do not 
distort competition. Indeed, all the notified State measures 
in favour of AssetCo allow a […] of the latter, meaning 
that the creditors of AssetCo will be repaid […]. If the 
State were not to ensure the […] of AssetCo, the 
creditors of AssetCo would not allow the transfer of the 
[…] assets and […] liabilities to BankCo as it would reduce 
their chances of obtaining repayment of their claims by 
AssetCo. The notified State aids which are in favour of 
AssetCo are therefore necessary to facilitate the transfer 
to BankCo of AssetCo/NR’s retail deposits, mortgage 
writing platform and some of its good quality mortgages 
in order for it to continue to operate on the market ( 1 ). 

(43) The Commission therefore considers that the State 
measures ensuring a […] of AssetCo are also directly bene­
fiting BankCo, as it will be able to continue its activities 
relatively unburdened by possible impairments on the 
lower quality assets, since they would have been transferred 
to AssetCo. As a result, BankCo has an advantage over its 
competitors that are faced with impairments on lower 
quality assets, which they have to absorb, limiting the 
funds available for new lending. This leads to a distortion 
of competition.
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(44) It observes that BankCo will be a bank competing among 
others on the UK retail deposit market and on the UK 
mortgage lending market. In these two markets, some 
competitors are subsidiaries of foreign banks. The 
Commission concludes that since the State measures 
favouring AssetCo also directly favour BankCo, they 
distort competition and affect trade between Member 
States. 

(45) The State measures which confer a selective advantage on 
AssetCo are the following ones: 

(i) The State plans to inject up to GBP […] billion in 
AssetCo (in a stress case scenario). The Commission 
considers that the private investor test is not applicable 
to this capital injection since this transaction follows 
several aid measures in favour of NR/AssetCo and is 
implemented in parallel with several additional aid 
measures ( 1 ). In addition, if it were applicable, this 
test would not be fulfilled since AssetCo’s assets will 
be made of NR’s […] mortgage loans, unsecured 
personal loans and commercial loans, which are all 
likely to show a significant rate of default in this 
period of severe recession. It is therefore unlikely to 
be profitable for a private investor to provide capital to 
AssetCo. This measure favours AssetCo by allowing it 
to have sufficient capital to meet the FSA requirement. 
This allows a […] of AssetCo and therefore favours 
also BankCo, as explained above. On that basis, the 
Commission concludes that this measure constitutes 
aid and invites the UK authorities to provide more 
information on the size of the capital injection and 
its terms. 

(ii) The State guarantees covering the wholesale liabilities 
of AssetCo are likely to remain in place until State exit 
or liquidation. The Commission already concluded that 
these arrangements are State aid in the opening 
decision. The UK authorities are invited to provide 
details on the total exposures covered by these 
guarantee arrangements and their anticipated amorti­
sation over time under the new plan. These State guar­
antees allow a […] of AssetCo and therefore favour 
BankCo. On that basis, the Commission concludes that 
these measures constitute aid. 

(iii) Government will provide AssetCo with a working 
capital facility of up to GBP […] billion to ensure 
that it has adequate liquidity during the course of its 
[…]. The Commission invites the UK authorities to 
provide it with more information on this facility. 
More generally, the UK authorities intend to ensure a 
[…] of AssetCo and therefore intend to commit to 
provide any additional support necessary to AssetCo 
to allow it to […]. This working capital facility and 
this State commitment of providing further aid if 
necessary allows a […] of AssetCo. As explained 

above, this favours BankCo. On that basis, the 
Commission concludes that these State measures 
constitute aid. 

(iv) The State will increase the overall level and duration of 
its lending to NR/AssetCo. It will increase by between 
GBP […] and GBP […] billion and ultimate repayment 
will be deferred to beyond […]. The delayed reim­
bursement allows a […] of AssetCo. The increased 
lending allows AssetCo to transfer billions of cash to 
BankCo. It is therefore clear that the new tenor and 
amount of the State lending favour also BankCo. On 
that basis, the Commission concludes that these State 
measures constitute aid and requests the UK auth­
orities to submit more information on these measures. 

(46) As indicated above, all the State measures ensuring a […] 
of AssetCo allow the separation of AssetCo/NR branches, 
its mortgage writing platform, some of its […] mortgage 
loans and the retail deposits into BankCo. Taking into 
account all the above considerations, the Commission 
considers that the effect of the measures in favour of 
AssetCo is equivalent, from an economic point of view, 
to a purchase of the assets of Northern Rock by the 
State for the following reasons. Firstly, a private operator 
would not have been able to structure such an operation. 
Indeed, it seems that the State had to make use of its 
prerogative powers to structure this operation. Indeed, 
any private operators placed in a similar situation as NR 
would not have been able to separate the good assets from 
the bad and to maintain NR economic activity without a 
significant capital increase. Secondly, the operation of the 
State […] of AssetCo’s liabilities can be considered from an 
economic point of view to be equivalent to a purchase of 
non-performing assets of NR, which would allow BankCo 
to continue to pursue NR’s economic activities. Indeed, the 
Commission considers that, although BankCo is newly 
created, it continues NR’s economic activities since it 
provides services to the whole existing back book of NR 
before the operation. In particular, the customer rela­
tionship and the management of performing assets are 
all confined to BankCo. As confirmed by the reduced 
capital required by the FSA, the Commission considers 
that AssetCo could be seen as a State-owned vehicle 
whose aim is to reduce the capital requirements for 
BankCo pursuing NR’s economic activities. Finally, the 
Commission considers that the State aid in the present 
case is not aimed at liquidating a financial institution in 
difficulty and limiting the State exposure by auctioning the 
economic activity and/or financial institution’s assets on 
the market, but at reducing the capital injection that the 
State would have had to carry out otherwise as the unique 
shareholder of NR. 

Aid at the level of BankCo 

(47) Taking into account the above considerations, BankCo is a 
“good bank” which will operate the healthy assets of NR 
and will be freed from all the bad assets of NR. Under the 
Communication from the Commission on the Treatment of 
Impaired Assets in the Community Banking Sector ( 2 ) (‘the 
Impaired Assets Communication’), the aid element in 
such a transaction is the difference between the market
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value of the assets guaranteed or purchased by the State 
and the price at which these assets have been guaranteed 
or purchased. In the present case, the aid element to 
BankCo is therefore the difference between the market 
value of the assets remaining in AssetCo and their value 
in the books of AssetCo ( 1 ). The Commission therefore 
invites the UK authorities to provide this information. 

(48) In addition to the foregoing measures granted to AssetCo, 
the Government also intends to inject up to GBP […] 
billion (in a stress case scenario) of capital in BankCo. It 
is not excluded that BankCo will be a profitable company, 
since it will have a portfolio of good quality mortgages and 
a lot of cash to make new lending. It is therefore possible 
that this investment will be profitable and that even a 
private investor could have done such investment. 
However, the Commission considers that the private 
investor test is not applicable to this capital injection 
since this transaction follows several aid measures in 
favour of NR ( 2 ) and is implemented in parallel with 
several additional aid measures. The measure can 
therefore not be assessed separately from the rest of the 
state interventions in favour of NR/AssetCo, which allows 
the transfer to BankCo of the good assets and liabilities of 
NR and a significant amount of cash. The selective 
measures in favour of BankCo therefore constitute aid. 

(49) Finally, in order for the Commission to properly assess the 
aid measures, the UK authorities are invited to present, in 
addition to the information on the notified measures, a full 
list of the measures already granted or planned to be 
granted to Northern Rock under any existing aid scheme. 

4.2. Compatibility of the aid 

4.2.1. The legal basis for the compatibility assessment of the aid 

(50) In its first opening decision of 2 April 2008, the Commis­
sion’s position was that the measure could at that stage not 
be found compatible with the common market pursuant to 
Article 87(3)(b) EC, because the aid did not seem to tackle 
a disturbance in an entire Member State, but instead aimed 
to address individual problems specific to the situation of 
NR. ( 3 ) In particular, the Commission observed in the 
opening decision that, although a bankruptcy of NR 
would have had negative spill-over effects for other 
banks, the information provided by the UK had not 
convinced it at that point in time that these negative 
consequences could have reached a size constituting a 
serious disturbance in the economy of the UK within the 
meaning of Article 87(3)(b) EC. 

(51) In the meantime, the Commission has acknowledged in its 
three Communications ( 4 ) and in its various approvals of 
the measures undertaken by the UK to combat the 
financial crisis ( 5 ), that there is serious disturbance in the 
UK economy and that measures supporting banks are apt 
to remedy serious disturbance in the UK economy. 
Therefore the legal basis for the assessment of the aid 
measures shall be Article 87(3)(b) EC. 

(52) As the Commission has set out in the three Communi­
cations adopted in the context of the current financial 
crisis ( 6 ), aid measures granted to banks in the context of 
the ongoing financial crisis should be assessed in line with 
the principles of the rescue and restructuring aid Guide­
lines, while taking into consideration the particular features 
of the systemic crisis in the financial markets ( 7 ). That 
means that the principles of the rescue and restructuring 
aid Guidelines may have to be adapted when applied to the 
restructuring of Northern Rock in the present crisis, which 
is assessed on the basis of Article 87(3)(b) EC. Within this 
context attention should be given to the rules set out in 
the rescue and restructuring aid Guidelines for own 
contribution. Given the fact that the external financing 
for Northern Rock has dried up and that the 50 % 
requirement set in rescue and restructuring aid Guidelines 
appears unfeasible in the current economic setting, the 
Commission accepts that during the crisis in the financial 
markets it may not be appropriate to request that the own 
contribution represents a predefined proportion of the 
costs of restructuring. Furthermore the design and imple­
mentation of measures to limit distortion of competition 
may also need to be reconsidered in so far as Northern 
Rock may need more time for their implementation due to 
the current market circumstances. 

(53) As the Commission has indicated in previous guidance, the 
depth of restructuring required to return to viability should 
at least be in direct proportion on the one hand to the 
scope and volume of the aid provided to NR and on the 
other to the fragility of its business model. 

4.2.2. Compatibility assessment under Article 87(3)(b) EC 

(54) In view of the above it follows that in order to assess the 
compatibility of the aid to NR on the basis of Article 
87(3)(b) EC, the Commission has to assess (i)

MT C 149/24 Il-Ġurnal Uffiċjali tal-Unjoni Ewropea 1.7.2009 

( 1 ) Indeed, AssetCo will be financed, capitalised and guaranteed by the 
State. In other words, any loss incurred on the assets of AssetCo 
compared to the current book value will be supported by the State. 
The Commission therefore considers the transfer value in the 
meaning of the Impaired Asset Communication to be the current 
book value of the assets of AssetCo. 

( 2 ) It is recalled that BankCo will be created on the basis of the retail 
deposit balances and the mortgage lending platform of NR. 

( 3 ) Paragraphs 100 and 101 of the first opening decision. 

( 4 ) Banking Communication, OJ C 270, 25.10.2008 p. 8, Recapitali­
sation Communication, OJ C 10, 15.1.2009 p. 2, and Impaired 
Assets Communication (see footnote 7 above). 

( 5 ) See amongst others Commission Decisions regarding: Financial 
support measures to banking sector in the UK (N 507/2008), 
OJ C 290 13.11.2008 p. 1 and the Working Capital Guarantee 
Scheme (N 111/2008) to be published in OJ. 

( 6 ) Communication from the Commission — Application of the State 
Aid rules to measures taken in relation to financial institutions in the 
context of the current global financial crisis, OJ C 270, 25.10.2008, 
p. 8. points 10, 32, 42; Communication from the Commission — 
Recapitalisation of financial institutions in the current financial crisis: 
limitation of aid to the minimum necessary and safeguards against 
undue distortions of competition, OJ C 10, 15.1.2009, p. 2, point 
44. Communication from the Commission on the Treatment of 
Impaired Assets in the Community banking sector, OJ C 72, 
26.3.2009, p. 1, point 17 and 58 et seq. 

( 7 ) See explicitly the Banking Communication — Application of the 
State Aid rules to measures taken in relation to financial institutions 
in the context of the current global financial crisis, OJ C 270, 
25.10.2008, p. 8. point 42.



whether the restructuring plan is able to restore the long- 
term viability, (ii) whether the aid is limited to the 
minimum and (iii) whether the negative spill-over effects 
of the aid is limited. 

(55) More generally, and in line with paragraph (47) above, the 
Commission invites the UK authorities to present all the 
necessary information justifying that the measure is 
consistent with the guidance set out in the Impaired 
Assets Communication. In particular, the UK authorities 
are invited to present more information on the national 
legal basis of the measure, whether the assets retained in 
AssetCo fulfilled the eligibility conditions and whether the 
valuation and pricing of the measure is consistent with 
these requirements. 

(i) R e s t o r a t i o n o f l o n g - t e r m v i a b i l i t y 

(56) With regard to the restoration of long term viability, the 
new restructuring plan seems to ensure the long term 
viability of BankCo. Indeed under the plan BankCo will 
not inherit the problems of NR. […] loans of NR will 
remain with AssetCo. In addition, BankCo will initially 
have a very liquid balance sheet thanks to large amounts 
of cash received from AssetCo. Moreover, the about […] % 
of the funding will come from retail deposits, thereby 
diversifying the sources of liquidity. 

(57) It would seem therefore that BankCo, as a result of these 
measures, does not risk encountering the same liquidity 
problems as faced by NR due to its high dependence on 
wholesale funding combined with long term assets. Never­
theless, the Commission observes that the UK authorities 
have not provided a detailed business plan that explains 
how BankCo will become a viable entity on a sustainable 
basis over the medium to long term. At this stage, viability 
of BankCo therefore has not been demonstrated. The 
Commission therefore invites the UK authorities and 
third parties to comment on this issue. 

(ii) A i d l i m i t e d t o t h e m i n i m u m / o w n 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 

(58) As regards the limitation of the aid to the minimum, the 
Commission observes that the aid is of such a type and 
quantity that it would allow BankCo to be freed of having 
to obtain expensive funding on the current market in order 
to absorb the losses on a large majority of high risk loans 
made by NR in the past. Therefore, it would not have to 
support the losses on these loans. Also, BankCo would be 
freed from having to pay back the government loans, as 
they would be transferred to AssetCo. BankCo would […] 
receive the […] assets of NR and will initially have a lot of 
cash. In other words, the aid seems to allow the creation of 
a very competitive new bank, instead of only restoring the 
long term viability of the existing bank. The Commission 
therefore strongly doubts that the aid is limited to the 
minimum. It seems that recapitalising NR would have 
requested less aid and of a much shorter duration. 

(59) As regards the limitation of the aid to the minimum, the 
Commission also notes that according to the Impaired 
Assets Communication, the State should guarantee or 
purchase impaired assets at a value not exceeding their 
real economic value. In the present case, the State 
accepts to fully finance and support the losses of the 
assets of AssetCo, whereas their book value seems signifi­

cantly higher than their real economic value, since this 
book value does not take into account future losses on 
these risky loans which will be caused by the current 
recession. This seems to be an additional indication that 
the aid is above the minimum necessary and that there is 
no adequate burden sharing as requested in paragraph 5.2 
of the Impaired Assets Communication. 

(60) Furthermore, the Commission’s doubts as regards the own 
contribution of NR to the restructuring have not been 
allayed by the UK authorities. The Commission observes 
that the restriction on new lending and the active 
redemption policy, which had allowed the accelerated 
redemption of the State loan in the last quarter, as 
planned in the original restructuring plan, has been 
abandoned and even reversed. Indeed, the AssetCo will 
draw additional resources under the loan facility. The 
Commission therefore doubts that the own contribution 
is sufficient and invites the UK authorities and third 
parties to comment on this issue. 

(iii) L i m i t i n g n e g a t i v e s p i l l - o v e r e f f e c t s 
a n d u n d u e d i s t o r t i o n c o m p e t i t i o n / 
m e a s u r e s w h i c h l i m i t t h e d i s t o r t i o n o f 
c o m p e t i t i o n 

(61) The funding provided to BankCo for the mortgage lending 
through the split-up of NR into BankCo and AssetCo could 
have negative spill-over effects on competitors. As a result 
of the funding, BankCo could increase its mortgage lending 
and consequently potentially increase its presence on that 
market at the expense of other competitors. The limits 
imposed by the Competitive Framework, as mentioned 
above, could contribute to limiting these negative spill- 
over effects. The Commission is interested to receive 
comments regarding this issue. 

(62) As regards the avoidance of undue distortions of 
competition, the Commission strongly doubts that 
sufficient measures are taken to offset the negative effects 
of the aid. Indeed, under the new plan, AssetCo will receive 
a very large amount of aid which will allow it to retain the 
large majority of NR’s assets on a solvent basis and to 
transfer to BankCo all the […] assets and liabilities of 
NR. It will also transfer to it a large amount of cash. As 
a consequence of all this aid, it seems that BankCo will be 
a very competitive firm. This bank will not have to support 
the losses due to all the risky lending made by NR in the 
past. In addition, it will not have to finance these loans, 
which is difficult to do on a profitable basis due to 
increased borrowing costs on the financial markets. 
Conversely, under the service agreement with AssetCo, it 
will manage the loans of AssetCo. In other words, it will 
not have to support the disadvantages of the loans made 
by NR in the past, but will keep the advantages, namely 
the contacts with the existing clients. In this sense, it is 
doubtful that the fact that BankCo will have a small 
balance sheet is really a measure limiting its market 
presence and can be considered as a measure which 
limits the distortion of competition. The Commission 
would therefore also welcome comments on this point. 

(63) The Commission in this context also observes that the 
amount of aid received by NR is so large that it is not 
certain that sufficient measures […] implemented to avoid 
undue distortion of competition, […]. […].

MT 1.7.2009 Il-Ġurnal Uffiċjali tal-Unjoni Ewropea C 149/25



(64) Furthermore, the Commission observes that some of the 
most relevant measures which aim to limit the distortion 
of competition proposed in the original restructuring plan 
have been amended. Under the new plan, aid is granted to 
allow the bank to make new loans of GBP 5 billion in 
2009 and GBP 9 billion in 2010 (compared to GBP 5 
billion each year in the original plan). In addition, NR 
has ceased the active redemption of maturing mortgages 
under its redemption programme. This programme, which 
has been operated by NR since 2008, has had the effect of 
further reducing the net supply of mortgage loans by NR. 

(65) The Commission acknowledges that in the context of the 
current financial crisis, a severe reduction of NR’s offer of 
new mortgage loans combined with its active retail 
mortgage redemption programme, in a period when 
there is already a general reduction of the supply of 
loans due to the other banks’ difficulties may increase a 
risk that NR contributes to worsen the situation. However, 
this does not release NR from the obligation to enact 
measures which aim to limit the distortion of competition 
to offset the distortions of competition. The Commission 
invites the interested parties to comment on this issue and 
to indicate to what extend a reduction in NR’s mortgage 
lending, taking into account its market share and presence, 
contributes to the problems on mortgage lending and until 
when they expect supply of mortgage loans to be 
constrained. Also, the Commission invites the UK to 
provide evidence concerning the problems regarding the 
supply of mortgages to the market. 

5. CONCLUSION 

(66) The Commission doubts at this stage that the aid measures 
included in the new restructuring plan are compatible with 
the common market. In particular, on the basis of the 
information available to it, the Commission cannot 

ascertain whether the notified aid is limited to the 
minimum necessary and the distortions of competition 
outweigh the positive effects of the aid. 

DECISION 

In the light of the foregoing considerations, the Commission 
has decided to extend the procedure laid down in Article 88(2) 
of the EC Treaty with respect to the measures notified on 
2 April 2009. The Commission requires the UK, within one 
month of receipt of this letter, to provide in addition to all 
documents already received, all the relevant information and 
data needed for the assessment of these measures. 

In particular, the Commission would wish to receive comments 
on the points on which it raised doubts. The UK is requested to 
forward a copy of this letter to the potential recipient of the aid 
immediately. 

The Commission wishes to remind the UK that Article 88(3) of 
the EC Treaty has suspensory effect, and would draw your 
attention to Article 14 of Council Regulation (EC) No 
659/1999, which provides that all unlawful aid may be 
recovered from the recipient. 

The Commission warns the UK that it will inform interested 
parties by publishing this letter and a meaningful summary of it 
in the Official Journal of the European Communities. It will also 
inform interested parties in the EFTA countries which are signa­
tories to the EEA Agreement, by publishing a notice in the EEA 
Supplement to the Official Journal of the European Communities, 
and will inform the EFTA Surveillance Authority by sending a 
copy of this letter. All such interested parties will be invited to 
submit their comments within one month of the date of such 
publication.”
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Notifika minn qabel ta' konċentrazzjoni 

(Każ COMP/M.5551 – F2i/Finavias/ERG) 

Każ li jista' jiġi kkunsidrat għal proċedura simplifikata 

(Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE) 

(2009/C 149/10) 

1. Fit-23 ta’ Ġunju 2009, il-Kummissjoni rċeviet notifika ta' konċentrazzjoni proposta skont l-Artikolu 4 
tar-Regolament tal-Kunsill (KE) Nru 139/2004 ( 1 ) li permezz tagħha l-impriżi F2i Fondi Italiani per le 
Infrastrutture S.G.R. S.p.A (“F2i”, Italy) and Finavias S.à.r.l. (“Finavias”, il-Lussemburgu) (Kumpanija indiret­
tament appartenenti għal AXA Group), takkwista fi ħdan it-tifsira tal-Artikolu 3(1)(b) tar-Regolament tal- 
Kunsill, il-kontroll konġunt tal-maġġoranza tal-ishma tal-impriża ENEL Rete Gas S.p.A. (“ERG”, l-Italja), 
permezz tax-xiri tal- ishma. 

2. L-attivitajiet kummerċjali tal-impriżi kkonċernati huma: 

— F2i Fond ta’ investiment reċiproku fis-settur tal-infrastruttura, 

— Finavias: l-ekwità privata u l-attivitajiet ta' parir dwar investiment, 

— ERG: forniment tad-distribuzzjoni tal-gas permezz ta’ kondotti ta’ pressjoni baxxa u medja. 

3. Wara eżami preliminari, il-Kummissjoni ssib li l-operazzjoni nnotifikata tista' taqa' fl-ambitu tar- 
Regolament (KE) Nru 139/2004. Madankollu, id-deċiżjoni finali dwar dan il-punt hija riżervata. Skont 
l-Avviż tal-Kummissjoni dwar proċedura simplifikata għat-trattament ta' ċerti konċentrazzjonijiet taħt ir- 
Regolament tal-Kunsill (KE) Nru 139/2004 ( 2 ) ta' min jinnota li dan il-każ jista' jiġi kkunsidrat għat-tratta­
ment taħt il-proċedura stipulata fl-Avviż. 

4. Il-Kummissjoni tistieden lill-partijiet terzi interessati biex iressqu kwalunkwe kummenti li jistgħu 
jkollhom dwar it-tranżizzjoni proposta. 

Il-kummenti jridu jaslu għand il-Kummissjoni mhux aktar tard minn għaxart ijiem wara d-data ta' din 
il-pubblikazzjoni. Il-kummenti jistgħu jintbagħtu lill-Kummissjoni bil-faks (+32 2 2964301 jew 
2967244) jew bil-posta, taħt in-numru ta' referenza COMP/M.5551 – F2i/Finavias/ERG, fl-indirizz li ġej: 

Il-Kummissjoni Ewropea 
Direttorat Ġenerali għall-Kompetizzjoni 
Reġistru tal-Amalgamazzjonijiet 
J-70 
1049 Bruxelles/Brussel 
BELGIQUE/BELGIË

MT 1.7.2009 Il-Ġurnal Uffiċjali tal-Unjoni Ewropea C 149/27 

( 1 ) ĠU L 24, 29.1.2004, p. 1. 
( 2 ) ĠU C 56, 5.3.2005, p. 32.
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( 1 ) Test b’relevanza għaż-ŻEE 
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