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2023 M. KOVO 14 D. POSEDZIO STENOGRAMA

PRESIDENZA DELL’ON. PINA PICIERNO

Vicepresidente

1. Metinés sesijos pradzia

Presidente. — Dichiaro aperta la sessione 2023-2024 del Parlamento europeo.

2. Posédzio pradzia

(La seduta ¢ aperta alle 9.01)

3. Duomeny aktas (diskusijos)

Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca la relazione di Pilar del Castillo Vera, a nome della commissione per l'industria, la
ricerca e l'energia, sulla proposta regolamento del Parlamento europeo e del Consiglio riguardante norme armonizzate
sull'accesso equo ai dati e sul loro utilizzo (normativa sui dati) (COM(2022)0068 - C9-0051/2022 - 2022/0047(COD))
(A9-0031/2023).

Pilar del Castillo Vera, rapporteur. — Madam President, Commissioner, we are here to debate the Data Act. Data is the
primary resource of digital technologies. The development of the cloud, big data, Al and quantum are inextricably
linked to the availability of data. And with the development of the IoT, the increase in data will be exponential. By
2030, the global value of IT services could reach up to EUR 11 trillion. And we know from the Commission that 80%
of industrial data is underused. Clearly, Europe is not reaping the full value of data. In this context, the Data Act that we
will vote on today has the potential to be an absolute game changer if it can create a data-agile ecosystem that enables
easy access to an almost infinite amount of high quality industrial data.

In economic terms, this regulation is expected to create EUR 270 billion of additional GDP in the EU by 2028. This is
of paramount importance for the EU’s competitiveness at a time when data will mainly come from connected things.
And we must not forget that anything that can be connected will be, in fact, connected.

In other words, data — and especially industrial data — is a growing competitive asset for Europe, an asset that we cannot
afford not to optimise. Let’s not lose sight that what our international competitors are doing — in the US, for example —
not only exhibits for more dynamic industrial investment, but it is developing policies such as the Inflation Reduction
Act that will further increase disadvantage.

Dear colleagues, although the EU’s share in global manufacturing exports has declined by nearly 7% since 2004, we still
have an outstanding global competitive position in manufacturing. This is why we have urgently to provide the best
tools to reinforce our industry, and precisely the Data Act can be instrumental for our competitiveness in the global
markets.
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The new rules will empower consumers and companies by giving them a say in what can be done with the data
generated by their connected products. And here is where the biggest potential of the Data Act lies for the EU: this
regulation will contribute to optimising existing business models and processes, boost the development of new ones
and, by doing so, create new values and jobs.

We are determined. We are reinforcing this idea constantly. We are determined with our strategic sovereignty. In that
sense, during this term, we are adopting a very comprehensive package of digital files: the Data Governance Act, the
Digital Service Act, the Digital Market Act, the new review of the NIS Directive, the Artificial Intelligence, the Electronic
Identification Regulation and the CHIPS Act are very clear examples of this. This has been a great achievement for all
the institutions. We have the Commissioner here. We have also to congratulate the Commission and congratulate
especially our Commissioner.

Sovereignty is, in any case, very much about our capacity to compete and innovate. And the Data Act is precisely that.
What it is about is competition and innovation. If we have to define with two single words what the Data Act is about,
we can clearly say ‘competitiveness and innovation’.

At noon we will be voting on Parliament’s position on the Data Act — a report that was adopted without one single vote
against in the ITRE committee due to the excellent cooperation with the shadow rapporteurs and with the opinion-
giving committees, as you know, LIBE, JURI and IMCO. But also it was such a success because of the clear awareness in
this Parliament of the importance of this dossier for Europe’s future.

Ibin Garcia Del Blanco, ponente de opinién de la Comisién de Asuntos Juridicos. — Sefiora presidenta, la digitalizacién de
nuestras economias y de nuestras sociedades plantea muchos retos para Europa.

El primero es, por supuesto, el tener una poblacién que sea consciente de lo que supone ese cambio, que tenga ademds
sus derechos protegidos. Y también, por supuesto, que seamos capaces de estar al nivel que necesitamos para tener una
verdadera competitividad a escala internacional.

Ademds, por dltimo y por resumir estos retos, que seamos capaces también de alguna forma de distribuir equitativa-
mente los beneficios de esa digitalizacion, ese salto en la productividad, para que los beneficios no sean solo para unos
pocos, sino para muchos.

En la Comisién de Asuntos Juridicos hemos tratado de ayudar, en el marco de la Ley de Datos, a ese gran objetivo de
crear un mercado unico de datos, al mismo tiempo que creamos confianza suficiente en la proteccion de los mismos
para que exista realmente esa transferencia entre el sector ptiblico y el sector privado, y creemos valor afiadido dentro de
la Unién.

Hemos introducido la figura del coordinador de datos para tratar de darle coherencia a toda la Ley y darle soporte
también a los usuarios y a las pymes. Y, en cualquier caso, también hemos intentado introducir cuestiones relacionadas
con la ilustracién en materia de datos, con la ilustracion digital, que nos parecen de extrema necesidad para que la
sociedad sea capaz de entender el cambio que se estd produciendo y también el valor de sus propios datos.

Por dltimo, quiero darles las gracias a todos los ponentes alternativos de la Comisién de Asuntos Juridicos y, por
supuesto, quiero agradecer la buena negociacion y el didlogo que hemos mantenido con la ponente principal.

Sergey Lagodinsky, Verfasser der Stellungnahme des mitberatenden Ausschusses fiir biirgerliche Freiheiten, Justiz und Inneres. —
Frau Prasidentin, sehr geehrter Herr Kommissar, liebe Freundinnen und Freunde hier im Saal! Es gibt keine Datendko-
nomie ohne Datenschutz. Fiir uns muss klar sein, dass nichts am Internet der Dinge und nichts an dieser konkreten
Regelung an den schon vorhandenen Standards der DSGVO etwas dndert oder verringert. Die personlichen Daten blei-
ben personliche Daten, und die Regeln fiir den Umgang mit diesen bleiben weiterhin bestehen.
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Das Grundrecht auf den Schutz personenbezogener Daten verlangt hohe Standards und setzt hohe Standards, und die
haben wir als LIBE-Ausschuss hier auch erfolgreich und entschlossen verteidigt. Unser Datenschutzgrundrecht ist dabei
nicht nur zur Abwehr da, sondern gibt auch Befihigung fiir unsere Biirgerinnen und Biirger, damit wir auf unsere
eigenen Daten zugreifen und damit machen, was wir, Biirgerinnen und Biirger, damit wollen.

Mit dem Datengesetz gehen wir damit sogar ein Stiick weiter als mit der Datenschutzverordnung, indem wir auch ein
Zugriffsrecht auf die Daten direkt auf dem Internet der Dinge Geriten geben, die wir nutzen. Das ist kein Hindern der
Regulierung. Das ist die Grundlage fiir Innovation und Wirtschaftswachstum, weil es das Vertrauen der
Verbraucherinnen und Verbraucher fordert.

Hier geht es um etwas. Der Wert der Datenokonomie ist immens. Das hat die Kommission auch dargestellt. Wichtig fiir
mich ist, hier geht es nicht nur um Wirtschafts- und Innovationsforderung, hier geht es um die Fahigkeit der EU, sich als
globale Akteurin und Standardsetzerin auf dem globalen Markt der Technologien zu positionieren. Das ist ein geostra-
tegischer Imperativ. Das Vertrauen der Biirgerinnen und Biirger ist das auch.

Adam Bielan, rapporteur for the opinion of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection. — Madam President,
dear Commissioner, cloud services have become essential for the use of available data and for strengthening the compe-
titiveness of the European services sector and industry, which relies heavily on accelerated uptake of cloud services.

I believe we should always consider the digitisation of our economies as a holistic challenge, meaning that when intro-
ducing new legislation, we should always focus on both users’ and providers’ needs and create a predictable environment
that allows the planning of long-term business decisions.

This is why, as rapporteur for the IMCO opinion, with exclusive competences on the cloud services chapter, I welcome
that our committee introduced efficient solutions to unlock the potential for cloud computing providers, data processing
and portability services, and delivered strongly agile tools that enable customers to take fully informed business deci-
sions.

Lastly, I would like to thank all the shadow rapporteurs in the IMCO committee for their work. I believe the Data Act is
a step in the right direction towards unlocking the full potential of data, and I look forward to defending our text during
negotiations with the Council.

Thierry Breton, membre de la Commission. — Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, tout d'abord, je
voudrais, si vous m'y autorisez, féliciter le Parlement européen pour le travail qui a été fait en vue d’arriver a une
position sur la proposition d’une loi sur les données. Je tiens a remercier et féliciter d’abord M™ la rapporteure, M™
Pilar del Castillo, et aussi, bien str, tous les membres de la commission ITRE ainsi que les différentes commissions
compétentes pour avis, LIBE, JURI et IMCO.

Nous sommes a un moment clé pour 'économie de la donnée. Cela a été dit et je le redis & mon tour. Nous sommes
tous conscients que nous avons devant nous une vague, une nouvelle vague de données, industrielles cette fois-ci,
beaucoup plus importante du reste que la vague de données personnelles que nous avons connue, que nous connaissons
encore, et qui a permis de construire les soubassements de 'économie de la donnée. Et au fond, on a l'opportunité, par
cette nouvelle vague de données industrielles, d'augmenter considérablement la valeur ajoutée, la valeur générée par ces
données pour notre économie, pour notre compétitivité, mais aussi pour notre société.

Pour saisir cette opportunité, cela a été dit, 'Europe doit agir avec vitesse, mais aussi avec détermination. Elle le fait, on
le sait, depuis 2020. Au début du mandat, la Commission a présenté une stratégie compléte, cohérente, globale et
ambitieuse pour les données. En mai 2022, les colégislateurs ont adopté un premier réglement absolument majeur qui
était le DGA, qui visait a établir la confiance entre les acteurs s'engageant dans un échange de données de fagon
volontaire. Et aujourd’hui, nous discutons de la derniére proposition législative majeure de cette stratégie: la loi sur les
données proposée par la Commission il y a maintenant un an, et je me félicite 8 nouveau de I'engagement trés fort du
Parlement européen et des Etats membres autour de cette initiative.
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1l s'agit, je tiens a le rappeler ici, d'un texte essentiel pour tous les secteurs industriels. Il a pour ambition de déverrouiller
les données industrielles et d’accroitre aussi, ce qui est trés important, I'équité a leur accés dans une économie de la
donnée, de clarifier aussi les droits d'utilisation des données entre, évidemment, les entreprises, le «B2B», entre les
entreprises et les consommateurs, le <B2C», ainsi qu'entre les entreprises et le secteur public, le «B2Go.

Avec la loi sur les données, a laquelle il a été fait référence tout a I'heure, nous avons structuré et nous structurerons une
économie de données innovante, ouverte. Mais évidemment ouverte & nos conditions et conformément a nos valeurs.
Cela veut dire que nous portons une attention toute particuliére aux droits, aux droits des consommateurs, aux PME qui
sont au ceeur de notre industrie, a I'intérét public également, a la protection de nos données européennes, en un mot. Et
ceci est crucial pour notre souveraineté numérique.

Dans ce contexte, je suis trés heureux de constater que le Parlement a préservé une approche équilibrée de la proposi-
tion, pour faire en sorte que plus d’acteurs puissent bénéficier des données, tout en conservant un cadre incitatif
d'investissement dans la production de ces données.

Je voudrais ici souligner également que la loi sur les données servira d'instrument d’appui pour les PME, axé sur leurs
besoins, et notamment dans un accés plus large aux données, dans le rapport de force des négociations contractuelles,
notamment dans les situations de désaccord. Les PME n’ont souvent pas, on le sait, les moyens pour gérer un conten-
tieux 1égal.

Notre proposition comprend aussi des regles relatives a l'acces du secteur public aux données des entreprises. 1l est
important de pouvoir élaborer les meilleures politiques publiques sur la base de ces données et surtout en cas de crise.
Je suis conscient que le Parlement propose de limiter ce chapitre aux données non personnelles et je note que cela
rendrait l'acces aux données de la part des autorités publiques considérablement plus difficile, dans des cas de crise
évidemment, ou les données, méme pseudonymisées, pourraient aider a trouver des solutions efficaces et rapides face
aux urgences de certaines situations.

Par ailleurs, et pour conclure, je suis heureux de constater la volonté de stimuler la concurrence sur le marché européen
du cloud en supprimant les obstacles au changement de fournisseur de cloud. J'espere donc que nous pourrons maintenir
cette ambition de créer un marché du cloud fluide et compétitif.

Pour conclure, permettez-moi a nouveau de remercier le Parlement européen pour le travail accompli sur une proposi-
tion législative trés importante et, je crois pouvoir le dire, susceptible de révolutionner le champ des données.

Christian Ehler, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, today we are discussing legislation that
can enhance the European data-driven economy and enable new business models for industry. Enabling secure, efficient
data sharing among businesses can have a profound impact on the economy, leading to more innovation, growth and
job creation. It will provide businesses with the right incentives and support to innovate, develop new products and
services based on data and, by doing so, it can create new opportunities for business across Europe, driving growth and
creating jobs.

And I would like to congratulate — because we don't do that often in this House — the Commission, and specifically
Commissioner Breton, but also our rapporteur, Pilar del Castillo, and also the other colleagues. Because we do somet-
hing, we salute much more — and we should do that in the presence of many more colleagues. We do something for the
competitiveness of Europe. And that’s the bigger issue.

We should be aware that, in the presence of this House, it is much more vivid. If we strangle the European industry, if
we regulate, if we create ambitions which are not fostering European competitiveness — and it's a relatively lonely
business or it seems to be — then we are saluting the fact that now we are really substantially contributing to
European competitiveness.

But we should be aware: it is starting. We are starting to deindustrialise Europe. And what had been promised for the
Green Deal has to become a Green Deal, whereas the second leg — the digital leg — is the one we are saluting today. And
it's a good signal and a good day for the European industry.
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Dan Nica, in numele grupului S&D. — Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar, dragi colegi, este un act extrem de impor-
tant pentru noi toti, pentru c¢i de modul in care noi am reusit s adoptim acest act va depinde ceea ce vor face cei din
industria relevantd in perioada urmatoare.

Si vreau si-i spun ceva domnului comisar Breton. Am avut o discutie inainte sd fie numit comisar. $i atunci am vorbit
cateva lucruri si vreau sd spun aici cd s-a tinut de cuvant, ne-a spus si am convenit atunci ¢d Uniunea Europeand are
nevoie de servicii de cloud care si fie in Uniunea Europeand pentru Uniunea Europeand si pentru intreprinderi si cetdteni
europeni, lucru pentru care s-a tinut de cuvant.

Astizi vorbim din nou despre un lucru care tot asa l-a mentionat la investirea domniei sale ca si comisar, faptul cd
Uniunea Europeand, stiti cum spun, este un nou serif in oras. Deci nu mai existd ca aici s fie un fel de supermarket in
care fiecare venea, lua datele din Uniunea Europeand, le foloseau cum credeau, fird si fie intrebat cineva nici daci existd
vreun accept si nici fdrd sd existe vreo aprobare sau vreun control din partea cuiva.

Astizi, cu Data Act, punem capit si acestui regim, sd spunem, de naivitate de care dideam dovadi.

$i mai este un lucru foarte important. Noi trebuie cu totii sd fim constienti cd dacid noi nu stim si ne apdram interesele
noastre ca Uniune Europeand, daci noi nu stim sd ne protejam interesele noastre, nu o va face nimeni, iar Uniunea
Europeand este unul dintre actorii cei mai importanti, iar colaborarea si cooperarea noastrd cu toti cei care sunt like-
minded, cei care respectd regulile, regulile noastre, ale Uniunii Europene, trebuie sd se alinieze acestor reguli si si poatd
sd-si facd, sd-si desfdsoare activititile in conformitate cu standardele noastre, cu obligatiile noastre.

Nu negociem respectarea niciunei reguli europene, nu negociem nici nerespectarea vreunui drept sau obligatii de care
beneficiazi vreo intreprindere europeand sau vreun cetitean european.

Si felicitdri celor care au lucrat la acest raport si felicitdri incd o datd Comisiei. Cand face lucruri bune, trebuie si
recunoastem si aceste lucruri.

Alin Mituta, in numele grupului Renew. — Doamna presedintd, in primul rand, sigur, multumesc colegilor din echipa de
raportori cu care am lucrat foarte bine pentru a avea astizi pe masi acest text.

O mare parte din dispozitivele pe care le folosim astizi produc date, de la obiectele simple, precum becurile inteligente,
bineingeles, pand la cele mai complexe, precum automobilele sau avioanele.

In acest moment folosim doar 20% din toate aceste date. Daci utilizatorii si companiile ar avea, ar putea folosi intregul
potential al datelor, am putea genera in Europa peste 2 milioane de locuri de muncd si am genera aproape 300 de
miliarde de euro in plus la PIB-ul Uniunii.

Acesta este si rostul legii datelor. in primul rand, revolutionim modul in care folosim tehnologiile si internetul in
favoarea consumatorilor, redand controlul asupra datelor celor care le co-genereazd. Tot utilizatorii vor decide cu cine
le partajeazd, cui le vand si cum le folosesc. In al doilea rand, vom putea folosi mai bine potentialul datelor pentru a
avea acces la servicii publice mai bune, iar in al treilea rind, credm o economie a datelor care sd ajute Europa si inoveze
si sd profite de acest urias potential al datelor industriale.

Cred cd ceea ce avem pe masd este un compromis foarte bun si cred cd trebuie sd il adoptim si sd avem o pozitie
puternicd in negocierile cu Consiliul.

Damian Boeselager, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, dear Commissioner Breton, dear Pilar, dear
colleagues, more and more devices — windmills, ships, aeroplanes, paper-cutting machines — are connected to the inter-
net. It's the internet of things, after all. But who can have access to the non-personal data that these devices produce and
who is allowed to share it with others? That is what the Data Act is about: deciding who should have access to what
kind of data coming out of connected devices.

That's why I think this law is actually right up there with GDPR and the Digital Services Act when it comes to the
importance for the European digital economy. I think overall we have risen to the occasion, and here I want to explicitly
thank Pilar and all the other colleagues for the very good cooperation that actually helped us improve the Commission’s
proposal.
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Let me give you two examples of where I think we definitely improved the proposal. First, we put the user, the owner of
the connected device, back into the centre. They can decide who they want to engage in contracts with and who they
want to share the data with.

Second, we created incentives for both the user and the data holder to share data on data markets. And that’s really the
core. We need liquid data markets so that new cool startups can come use this data, connect it and build new ideas and
applications.

However, there’s one point where I don't think we got the balance correct, and that is what kind of data can be shared.
Here, we gave a million excuses to the data holder to not share data. Trade secret protection, security settings, non-
compete provisions, complex algorithms; we made the list so long that the Data Act is in the risk of becoming a data
suppression act, allowing data holders to basically not share data. That's short-sighted protectionist policy. We need to
make sure that in the next step, when we negotiate with the Council, we have the maximum amount of data to be
shared with the user who is actually producing the data with its use. So let’s fight for that.

Margarita de la Pisa Carrién, en nombre del Grupo ECR. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiorfas, seamos sinceros. La Unién
Europea llega tarde a la batalla de los datos, hoy liderada por los Estados Unidos y China, y la Comisién lo ha hecho
con una propuesta que tiene como objeto acaparar mas poder y cumplir con una agenda, sin medir cémo afecta a
nuestro tejido empresarial o nuestra vida como ciudadanos.

Por otro lado, el Parlamento Europeo, con una buena colaboracion entre los grupos y con la ponente, ha conseguido
reducir en gran medida este impacto negativo, poniendo en el centro del Reglamento al consumidor y su seguridad —
especialmente su proteccién frente a abusos—, reclamando transparencia y la compensacién, programando una imple-
mentacién escalonada para la industria, mejorando técnicamente el texto y liberando de exigencias a las pequefias y
medianas empresas.

Pero, sin duda, existen puntos controvertidos, porque conceptualmente tenemos visiones diferentes de la Unién Europea.
La soberania de las naciones, en este caso sobre los datos, debe ser nacional y las decisiones pertenecen a ese nivel. Por
esta razon, hemos presentado peticiones de cambio para limitar las competencias que las instituciones europeas se
atribuyen. Es una oportunidad para hacer que esta norma respete el principio de subsidiariedad en todo su contenido.
Hagdmoslo, trabajemos juntos, sigamos trabajando juntos. Pedimos, por tanto, apoyo a las enmiendas presentadas por
nuestro grupo.

Marie Dauchy, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, quel dommage! Voila ce que m'inspire
une telle proposition législative. Car, une fois n'étant pas coutume, le constat de base prévalant a la législation sur les
données partait d’'une bonne intuition: libérer I'acces et l'utilisation des données pour permettre de créer de nouveaux
biens et services. Mais passé ce constat, 'on se rend compte que le Data Act reprend les éternelles errances de 'Union
européenne: absence de vision stratégique, foi aveugle dans le marché et naiveté dans ses rapports avec le reste du
monde.

Apres étre completement passée a coté des révolutions numériques, de I'économie de la donnée et de lintelligence
artificielle, la Commission européenne veut nous faire croire que la réponse au retard abyssal qui sépare I'Europe des
Etats-Unis et de la Chine nait dans le numérique. Dans le numérique serait la libéralisation. Car ce texte, qui ne varie pas
de celui déposé par la Commission, n’est rien d’autre qu'une pure et simple libéralisation du marché de la donnée sur le
modele de I'ouverture des monopoles d’Etat dans les années 1990 et 2000. Il impose au détenteur d’une ressource
essentielle d’en délivrer 'accés a des conditions contractuelles équitables, en espérant que le marché s'occupe du reste.
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Cette logique est complétement erronée. Pire, c’est un raisonnement a l'envers. La question prioritaire n'est pas tant celle
de savoir si les données circulent suffisamment ou pas assez. La question essentielle est celle de savoir pourquoi ce ne
sont pas des géants européens qui les controlent au sein d'un écosystéme d’innovation européen. La Commission est
comme un enfant trop naif a qui l'on fait croire que Google, Facebook, Apple et consorts sont simplement le fruit
d’esprits géniaux enfermés dans le garage de leurs parents. Ce faisant, elle est incapable de comprendre que c’est la vision
stratégique de l'interventionnisme d’Etat qui a contribué a créer les champions du numérique. Ceest le développement de
compétences essentielles allié a un investissement massif dans des technologies de pointe et a la mise en place de réseaux
de derniere génération. Mais encore une fois, 'Union est fondamentalement incapable de ce type de raisonnement.

Ce texte souleve d'ailleurs tant d’autres problémes que le temps m’'empéche d’aborder. Rien sur la protection effective des
données de nos entreprises face aux concurrents internationaux. Rien sur la cybersécurité, rien sur 'abus d’autorité des
entités publiques que ce texte semble complétement ignorer. Rien encore sur le cotit de I'acces a certaines données. Alors
certes, le Data Act pourra effectivement participer a créer quelques opportunités économiques a la marge. Mais dans le
fond, I'Europe est et restera vouée a demeurer soumise au reste du monde sur le numérique.

'EXeva Kouvrtoupa, €& ovopatoc e opadac The Left. — Kupia Hpdedpe, kipiot ouvadehgot, o dykoc tov Sedopévav mou
napayovar anod avdpenous kat pryavés avEavetar ekdetikd kave xpovo. Ta fopryavika dedopéva pmopolv va anotelécouv
KadoploTIKO MAPAYOVTA Ylo TV AVATTUEN, TV KAIVOTOMIA KAl TOV HETACKTHATIORO ONGV TGV TOHEOV TG EVPWTMAIKNG OLKOVO-
plac. Auotuyag, onpepa 1 mAfpng akle TOUG mapapével avekPETAAAEUTN) 1] GUYKEVIPOVETAL OTa XEpLa Mywv Heyalwy eTaipeiav.
T'a va aMaGer auto, da mpénet va dodouv emapkeis anaviioeg ota pakpoxpovia {ntipata e npocfaons ota dedopéva, ot
dikatoouvn, ot dralertoupyikdTTa KaL TV Enavayprotionoinon v dedopévav.

Aev unapyet apgifolia 6w 1 9éon g entponnc ITRE anocagnviCer kat fektivvel apketd onpeia TG apyiKig mpodTacns s
Emitponiic. Ataogaliletar 1) npootacia twv npocwnikay dedopévev, ot i mpocPact) ota dedopéva kat 1 kowoxprjoia dedopévay
Ja eivar dwpeav yia Toug KaTavaAwTes, 1 Xpion Twv fi) TPOsTIKOV dedopévav Tou kol Topéa and dnpodclous YOopEi§ Twv
Kkpatdv pehov B2G oe mepintoon dnpodotag EKTakTnG avaykng 1 yia TV eKTAPOOT| GUYKEKPLHEVOU KADTKOVTOG TPOG To dnpo-
010 GUIPEPOY, 1] TPOGTNOT] TNG IKAVOTITAG TGV KATAVAAGTOY VO KATAVOOUV KAAUTEPA TIG TEXVIKEG AEMTOHEPEIES Kal Ta dikatd-
PTG TOUG avagopika pie Ta dedOpEva mOU TaplyouV, To dIKAImA SIKACTIKIG TPOCPUYNG K.d...

[apdA\\nha, opwg, egakohoudolv va UNAPXOUV OPIGHEVE OTOLXED TOU UMOPOUV Va UTIOVOHEUGOUV TOUG GTOXOUG TOU KAVOVIG-
pou kat Yo mpémet va Peltiwdolv otoug mpooexeic Tpthoyous. Eva, yia mapadeiypa, 1 avaykr mpootaciag TOU EPTOPIKOU
anoppijtou eivar adtap@iofrtnty, Ja mpénel v avVTIETOMIOTEL 0 KiVOUVOG adIKAONOYNTIG XPNONG TOU Yial TV UTOVOHEUOT)
TOV SIKAOUATOY TPOCPAsTS TwY XPrOTAY.

Francesca Donato (NI). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, da anni si parla di regolamentare l'accesso e la condi-
visione dei dati personali e non, in questo Parlamento. All'inizio l'intenzione dichiarata era quella di introdurre il con-
cetto di proprieta dell'individuo sui propri dati con i connessi diritti. Poi si ¢ andati nella direzione opposta.

Oggi discutiamo di una proposta che, in nome della concorrenza e giocando sullambiguita dei dati misti, di fatto
spoglia le persone del legittimo controllo sui propri dati personali, calpestando l'essenza stessa del diritto alla privacy.

L'importante ¢ che le imprese possano liberamente disporne per il loro business e profitto. E sappiamo che con i nostri
dati potranno orientare le nostre vite, anche le nostre intenzioni di voto.

Perché quest’Aula si preoccupa, ormai, pill degli interessi delle multinazionali o comunque di soggetti terzi, a scapito dei
diritti dei cittadini europei? Molti pensano che la risposta si possa evincere dalle dinamiche del Qatar-gate.

Se continuiamo cosi, sara molto difficile convincerli del contrario.

Maria da Graga Carvalho (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, Caro Comissdrio, Caros Colegas, o Regulamento dos Dados,
numa palavra, é sobre dar acesso — dar acesso as pessoas e ds empresas.
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Até agora, as regras ndo tém sido claras, em especial sobre quem pode aceder aos dados gerados nos produtos conecta-
dos. Com este diploma devolvemos o controlo a quem produz os dados e, a0 mesmo tempo, abrimos caminho a uma
maior utiliza¢do desta informagdo. Um passo fundamental para fazer crescer a economia dos dados e para promover a
inovagao.

Na qualidade de relatora-sombra na Comissdo do Mercado Interno e da Protecdo dos Consumidores (IMCO), concentrei-
me em especial no tema da computacio em nuvem. Este mercado é dominado por operadores ndo europeus, com trés
empresas a concentrarem quase toda a oferta.

Para os clientes, a troca de operadores ¢ dificil. Com este regulamento, eliminamos barreiras e taxas injustificadas,
tornamos a troca de operadores mais simples e reduzimos custos, a0 mesmo tempo que protegemos os segredos
comerciais e a propriedade intelectual.

Termino felicitando a relatora, Pilar del Castillo, e os outros relatores, e também o Comissdrio Breton pelo excelente
trabalho e pela excelente cooperagdo. Foi um trabalho drduo e que exigiu muita conciliagdo, mas podemos ficar orgul-
hosos do resultado.

Marina Kaljurand (S&D). — Madam President, Commissioner, colleagues, I would like to thank the rapporteur and
everybody who worked on this act. I believe that it will be landmark legislation for this mandate if it succeeds in
harnessing the potential of data in all the ways we are hoping and foreseeing.

I would like to underline some very important points of the European Parliament’s position. In the event of conflict
between two legislative instruments, GDPR will prevail. We do not create any additional legal basis for the processing of
personal data nor removing any of those that exist. It will help to enforce our citizens’ right to data portability, which is
already provided in GDPR, and we ensure the right foreseen for a person who is not the user asking for transfer of data
but whose personal data is still being transferred.

On a personal note, I would like to mention my own remaining concern. The scope of what business will have to share
with governments is much wider in Parliament’s position than I personally would have liked. It remains to be seen how
this will be done in practice and it remains to be seen if we need to go to court to see how some personal data
applications work.

Karen Melchior (Renew). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, firstly, I'd like to thank the rappor-
teur and shadows for their diligent work on this complex and multifaceted file.

The role of data in our lives is growing, from industrial processes to wearable devices. Data provides us with valuable
insights needed to fight climate change, diagnose diseases, as well as to produce food and goods more sustainably.

The Data Act is essential in unlocking the potential of data and bringing down the many barriers that we face today. We
have succeeded in achieving clearer boundaries between personal and non-personal data; a balanced deal on trade
secrets that would enable more data sharing whilst protecting intellectual property rights.

[ am particularly satisfied that we've provided the following solutions to current problems. Today, when we buy and use
connected devices, the data generated is often stored in the cloud, and we can only access our data if we're willing to
give away personal information or to pay extra.

The Data Act puts citizens and businesses in control of their data, with free and unhindered access for consumers and a
guaranteed fair price for companies no matter their size.

Today, innovative services are never developed due to barriers in accessing data from other manufacturers. The Data Act
ends hoarding of data, enabling developers to build the services that citizens and consumers want.

The COVID pandemic revealed that governments struggle to obtain data they need in emergencies. We have ensured
that governments can respond quickly without overstepping and putting citizens’ privacy at risk.
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Also, because manufacturers regularly shut down related services prematurely, rendering smart devices useless before
their physical end of life, I do miss one thing from our JURI opinion: where we require transparency on how long a
smart device will remain smart or even usable, how long related services and software updates will be provided, and if a
connected device can work offline. This information is vital to empower citizens to make sustainable choices when they
buy connected devices, and I hope to see it in the final legislation.

[ wish the rapporteur and her team all the best in the upcoming trilogue negotiations.

Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE). — Frau Prisidentin, sehr verehrter Herr Kommissar! Daten sind gliicklicherweise nicht
das neue Ol; Daten sind der neue Boden, aus dem Innovation wachsen kann, und diese Innovation gilt es zu fordern.
Indem wir jetzt mit klaren Regeln darstellen, wer welche nicht personenbezogenen Daten nutzen darf und wie diese
Daten auch zusammenwirken konnen.

Aber dabei muss ein Prinzip klar sein: Wer die Daten erzeugt, entscheidet iiber ihre Nutzung. Es kann nicht sein, dass
die Daten aus der Nutzung eines smarten Kithlschranks automatisch nur dem Hersteller gehoren. Denn fiir innovative
Anwendungen und Geschiftsmodelle brauchen wir ja gerade auch die Zuginge fiir Startups und fiir die Forschung.

Im Cloudbereich bedaure ich sehr, dass der Binnenmarktausschuss den ambitionierten Vorstof8 der Kommission
zunichtegemacht hat, den heute von zwei dominanten Digitalkonzernen beherrschten Markt aufzubrechen, um gerade
auch europdischen Anbietern eine echte Chance zu geben und unseren kleinen und mittelstindischen Unternehmen
mehr Auswahl zu bieten. Hier zementieren wir eine Abhingigkeit, aus der wir uns in Europa doch eigentlich befreien
wollen.

Schwach ist der Vorschlag — leider — wie die gesamte Digitalpolitik auch in Sachen Klimaschutz. Die steigenden Daten-
volumen werden grofle Mengen Strom und Ressourcen brauchen. Deswegen ist es so wichtig, dass wir Griinen Deal und
Digitalgesetzgebung zusammen denken, dass sie Hand in Hand gehen. Denn wir brauchen eine kluge Digitalisierung, um
den Planeten zu retten. Ich hoffe, dass wir die Chancen noch ausnutzen kénnen, die sich jetzt im Bereich Okodesign und
kiinstliche Intelligenz dafiir ergeben.

Geert Bourgeois (ECR). — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, ik steun volmondig de doelstellingen van de dataverorde-
ning en ik feliciteer de rapporteur die — samen met velen — gevoelige verbeteringen heeft aangebracht aan het voorstel.

De EU heeft absoluut een competitieve datamarkt nodig. Onze achterstand ten opzichte van de Verenigde Staten en
China is dramatisch. Delen van data is cruciaal voor innovatie en groei, voor onze concurrentickracht, voor onze
welvaart.

Maar, collega’s, sta mij toe te zeggen dat er nog een aantal werkpunten, een aantal zorgpunten, zijn aan wat voorligt op
het vlak van rechtszekerheid voor onze bedrijven, het beschermen van hun bedrijfsgeheimen en intellectuele eigendom.
De mogelijkheid voor overheden om private data op te eisen moet zeer, zeer strikt gelimiteerd worden, afgelijnd worden,
beperkt worden.

De deur voor oneigenlijk gebruik moet absoluut dicht.

Emmanuel Maurel (The Left). - Madame la Présidente, la régulation du numérique avance en Europe. Nous le devons a
la vigilance de ce Parlement. Nous le devons aussi a l'action du commissaire Breton. Et ce réglement marque une étape
importante dans la construction d’une législation efficace en matiere dacces, de transfert, de partage de données non
personnelles, au premier rang desquelles les données industrielles.

Qualifier de «nouvel or noir» les données, c’'est un peu un lieu commun, mais il est vrai que, comme tout or noir, il fait
l'objet de convoitises et nous sommes dans l'obligation de protéger ces données, et cela y compris vis-a-vis de nos
partenaires commerciaux qui, en l'espéce, sont aussi de redoutables concurrents — je pense aux Etats-Unis et évidemment
a la Chine.
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Parmi les points clés du texte, jen retiens trois. D’abord, l'intérét général sort renforcé du texte, dans la mesure ou les
organismes publics pourront avoir accés aux données des entreprises en cas de situation de crise — c’est un point
important. Deuxiéme chose, cela a été dit, c’'est une avancée pour les consommateurs qui bénéficient d'une portabilité
des données d'un cloud a l'autre et qui auront accés gratuitement, c'est important, aux données générées par les objets
connectés qu'ils possédent.

Derniére chose enfin, I'encadrement étendu des transferts de données vers les pays tiers: le texte renforce la protection de
nos industries et de leurs savoir-faire. Il faudra étre vigilant en trilogue parce que cela n'est pas encore totalement réglé.
Mais je pense qu'on va dans la bonne direction et il faut que ¢a continue.

Edina Téth (NI). — Tisztelt EInok Asszony! Biztos Ur! Az adatok gyors és biztonsigos felhasznilisa az uniés gazdasagi
fejlédés egyik kulcsa. Ez a javaslat fontos 1épés a hatékonyabb és 4tlathatobb adatmegosztds, valamint a digitalis dtdllds
irdnydba, amelynek elsGdleges célja az eurdpai polgdrok érdekvédelme. Ezért elengedhetetlen egy viligos és stabil jogs-
zabdlyi kornyezet kialakitdsa, amely az dllampolgarok kezébe adja a dontést a sajit adataikrol. Orémmel ldtom, hogy a
javaslat szdmos ponton védi a digitdlis dtmenet szempontjdbdl is kiemelten fontos kis- és kozépvillalkozdsokat, ezzel
segitve a kiegyenstlyozottabb piaci versenyt.

Bizom abban, hogy a szabdlyozdssal hozzad tudunk jrulni egy olyan hatékonyan mtikodg adatgazdasdg megteremtésé-
hez, amely méltdnyos és egyenrangi feltételeket teremt minden érintett szdmara.

Angelika Niebler (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen! Wir leben in einer Zeit,
in der Daten die neue Wihrung sind. Aber ein grofler Teil unseres Datenschatzes bleibt bisher unangetastet. 80 % der
Industriedaten werden, Stand heute, nie genutzt. Ich glaube, es ist wirklich an der Zeit, dass wir die Datensilos, die wir in
der Europiischen Union noch haben, aufbrechen.

Das Datengesetz ist dafiir ein wichtiger Meilenstein. Es regelt endlich den Zugriff auf Daten von vernetzten Geriten,
Maschinen, ich sage mal, vom Kuhlschrank bis zu den Flugzeugturbinen. Durch dieses Datengesetz werden kiinftig
Daten einfacher zuginglich, nutzbar und wertvoll fir die Biirgerinnen und Biirger in der Europiischen Union, fir
Verwaltungen, fur Unternehmen, fiir die Gesellschaft als solches.

Die grofle Herausforderung beim Datengesetz war, die richtige Balance zwischen den verschiedenen Interessen zu finden.
Ich finde, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, das ist uns eigentlich ganz gut gelungen, zumal wir ja auch fiir einzelne
Datenrdume wie z. B. den Gesundheitsdatenraum ja noch einen eigenen Rechtsrahmen bekommen werden.

Biirgerinnen und Biirger nutzen smarte Gerdte. Fir mich war es wichtig, dass der Datenschutz eben da auch in dem
Bereich genauso gilt, dass der Biirger, die Biirgerin entscheidet, wer was mit seinen Daten unternimmt. Zweitens war es
natiirlich wichtig, gerade kleinen, mittelstindischen Unternehmen und Start-ups kiinftig einfacheren Zugrift auf Indust-
rie- und Maschinendaten zu geben. Auch das ist uns gelungen. Andererseits haben wir aber auch sichergestellt, dass
weiterhin Geschiftsgeheimnisse gewahrt bleiben. Wichtig in der Datenwelt ist, dass wir vertrauensvolle Umgebungen
schaffen. Ich glaube, dass uns das mit diesem legislativen Akt, mit dem Datengesetz, gelungen ist.

Ich mochte auch ein herzliches Dankeschon an unsere Berichterstatterin Pilar del Castillo und alle Kolleginnen und
Kollegen aus den Fraktionen, die an diesem Dossier sehr engagiert mitgearbeitet haben, sagen. Ich glaube, wir haben
damit wirklich einen guten Schritt in Richtung Aufbau einer Datenwirtschaft und einer Datengesellschaft geschaffen.

Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D). — Madam President, I'm sorry to be only now here. Physical travel from Finland took
a bit longer in France. But this winter, the competitiveness of the European industry and economy have been a great
cause of political discussion due to high energy prices, the war on the continent and the upheaval of the global supply
chains. We need to enact more robust European industrial policy fit for this challenge in the world to create more
decent jobs and welfare.
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The Data Act is a key element on the regulatory side to give a push for European data innovations and data markets to
be created. We need a clear framework to enable fair and open utilisation of data by private businesses, consumers and
the public sector. The single market is Europe’s greatest power and the source of the ‘Brussels effect’. So by shaping the
emerging data market now, we are showing that the global data market can reflect the European objectives of compe-
tition, consumer protection and democratic rules.

Dear colleagues, it is a historic day. We will create a new right by legislation. When buying or renting a product that
produces data, an enterprise or consumer will not only be a source and object for data collection, but will have a right
to the data the use of the product provides. Doesn't it sound reasonable? Yes, it does. Is it a fact today? No, it is not. So
let’s do this and there will be a right for the user to know what data the use of the machine is collecting and providing
and have a say how it can be used. This will unleash a lot of data for the new services and hopefully also disruptive
innovations. Some estimates say that 80% of this so-called industrial data is unused in silos.

I am very happy already to see companies in health and hospitals working for better ways to use data for our good. I
was very delighted to talk to farmers who are waiting for this to happen and thinking of the ways they can utilise the
data produced in their own farms. Repair services are there to employ more people as we will reduce waste and material
use by better repair possibilities. The efficient use of, and fair access to, data will provide a new competitive edge for
many SMEs in Europe.

I am confident also that this legislation will be useful if something serious like the pandemic happens. There will be well
framed rules in place to use data to help society through public sector action to work for the best of citizens.

I want to thank the rapporteur, the Commissioner and many colleagues and so many others around Europe who
believed in this fair data economy already when we wrote together the brave vision for the European Data Strategy,
including these business-to-business data sharing rules. So, colleagues, I urge you all to vote in favour so we can start
trilogues as soon as possible.

Christophe Grudler (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers rapporteurs fictifs, chers colle-
gues, en paralléle du travail de réindustrialisation que nous menons en Europe, nous devons également mener un travail
sur la numérisation de nos industries, en particulier par une meilleure exploitation de nos données industrielles.

Aujourdhui, de plus en plus d’objets et de produits sont connectés, évidemment, y compris des produits industriels
lourds, comme une locomotive de train. Tout cela produit des données qui ne sont pas toujours exploitées a leur
maximum. Ce texte que nous votons aujourd’hui permettra de faciliter ce partage des données. Une compagnie ferro-
viaire, pour reprendre I'exemple du train, pourra par exemple accéder plus facilement aux données des trains qu'elle
achete et ainsi réduire le nombre des pannes grice aux informations récoltées. Et moins de pannes, cela veut dire aussi
moins de retards pour les voyageurs. Voila un exemple, jallais dire, parmi des milliers d’autres.

Accéder plus facilement aux données, cela veut aussi dire un meilleur acces pour les consommateurs. Quand un produit
est connecté, il est important que le consommateur puisse utiliser librement ses propres données.

Enfin, le Data Act permettra de lever les barrieres pour le passage d'un service informatique en nuage a un autre — les
fameux clouds. 1l n’est pas acceptable quun client de cloud soit bloqué chez un prestataire a cause de frais de transfert
excessivement élevés. Ce sont des pratiques anticoncurrentielles et il faut pouvoir y mettre fin. Il faut supprimer ces frais
et cela, quelle que soit la situation.

Chers collegues, nos données, notamment industrielles, ont de la valeur, il faut le rappeler. 1 est donc aussi important
que les données produites en Europe soient également traitées plus facilement en Europe. Le Data Act va dans ce sens et
je m’en réjouis.
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Kim Van Sparrentak (Verts/ALE). — Voorzitter, als je je tanden poetst met een slimme tandenborstel, dan zijn die data
niet van jou, maar van de tandenborstelfabrikant. Als je je elektrische auto wilt laten repareren, moet je naar de garage
van je merk, want ze kunnen niet in de computer van jouw auto. En je robotstofzuiger verzamelt de hele dag data over
jouw huis, waar jij niet bij mag. Het is pure datahonger onder het mom van innovatie. Dit is natuurlijk de wereld op
zijn kop. De data die jij produceert, moeten van jou zijn.

Nou, deze wet is daarvoor gelukkig een eerste stap en ik ben blij dat er geen sluiproutes voor bedrijven in zitten om nég
meer persoonsgegevens te verzamelen. Persoonlijke data horen niet thuis op een datamarkt. Laten we kijken naar de data
van bedrijven, zoals in energiegebruik of productieprocessen. Hier kunnen we collectief van leren om processen duurza-
mer te maken en sneller oplossingen in de klimaatcrisis te vinden. Laten we die data vrij beschikbaar maken.

Data kunnen ons veel brengen, maar individuen moeten zelf kunnen bepalen wat ze willen delen, ongeacht welk appa-
raat ze aanschaffen.

Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Madam President, the European Data Act Regulation, contrary to the declared numerous
benefits it brings for citizens, is yet another brick in the construction of the digital tyranny in the EU under the
leadership of Ursula von der Leyen, where people are stripped of their fundamental rights like privacy, anonymity,
intimacy and transformed into serialised objects that are surveilled by the government every step of the way.

When this draft legislation was published, the European Commission claimed that it is benefiting the people. What
benefits can people have from being mass tracked or profiled by the government or the EU institutions? The so-called
benefits of this proposal, like providing personalised medicine, new mobility solutions and contributions to the
European Green Deal, are just honey traps to implement mass monitoring and, later, control with this regulation.
While this regulation is very keen to protect the interests of businesses like trade secrets, it is granting prerogative not
only to governmental institutions but to EU institutions to request and receive data from any company that is generated
by the users, which is unacceptable.

The EU was established as an area of freedom and democracy, not an open air prison camp, which is why we need to
reject the European Data Act Regulation.

(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)

Karen Melchior (Renew), blue-card speech. — Thank you very much, colleague, for accepting the blue-card. It was quite a
speech you made, with quite some claims, saying that the Data Act will allow for mass surveillance of citizens.

The Data Act will actually allow citizens and businesses to have control over their own data. So how is increased control
for citizens of their data, for their use that they choose, a sign of more surveillance, and for allowing your claim of
Europe being an open air prison camp?

Cristian Terhes (ECR), blue-card reply. — Thank you so much for this question, and thank you so much for offering me
the opportunity to clarify the fact.

I worked — before I was elected here — as a programmer, so I know exactly how this data is stored, so when you are
claiming right now that you are providing access or control of the citizens over the data, that is false — because that data
is not stored on their device and they do not have physical control over the data. The data is stored on a server or on a
cloud. What this regulation does is allowing or granting access to any governmental agency or even EU institutions to
access that data directly. That's what the report says.

Sandra Pereira (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, esta proposta de regulamento sobre o acesso e utilizagdo de dados
constitui mais uma pega para o aprofundamento do mercado tnico digital.

Este mercado de dados visa a apropriagdo de dados de indole diversa, favorecendo os gigantes digitais e utilizando-os
para potenciar os seus lucros. Também ndo estd desligado do acordo celebrado com os Estados Unidos, hd um ano, para
o fluxo de dados transatlanticos, que representa potencialmente 7,1 bilides de délares em relacdes econdémicas.
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Consideramos que a necessdria garantia do consentimento em qualquer comunicacdo de dados pessoais deve ser devi-
damente acautelada e que ¢ a preservacio do interesse do individuo, e ndo das grandes multinacionais, que deve nortear
estas iniciativas. Opomo-nos a uma logica mercantilista dos dados pessoais, contrdria ao principio de olhar para os
dados pessoais como um prolongamento da personalidade humana.

A gestdo e utilizacdo de dados deviam ser integrados numa visdo de desenvolvimento soberano, visando a preservagio e
salvaguarda de dados no plano nacional e que comporte, simultaneamente, uma dimensio ptiblica e de interesse nacio-
nal.

Aevtépng Nikohaouv-AlaBavog (NI). — Kupia TTpoedpe, pe mv mpdén yia ta dedopéva ta povonwha tou kAadou dev da
gyouv TAEOV [LOVO TN dUVATOTITTA VA KATAYPAPOUY, Va anodnkevouy, va avahlouv kat va alomotoly ta dedopéva v xpnotov,
TPOCWTIKA 1) Jir), OMOG HEXPL onpepa kavouy, yia mapadetypa oty ENNGda, xapn kar ot oxetikn) odnyia mou yrigoav anod
kowoU Néa Anpokpatia, ZYPIZA, MTAZOK kar MEPA25. Sta mAaiola TG EUPWEVWCLAKNG ayOpas OEDOHEVOV, T EUPLTAIKA
povonmAia Ja pmopolv va Ta HETanwAoly o€ TPITOUG, Gav TUAA TOU EUMOPLKOU TIPOIOVTOG T TWV UTINPECLOY TOUG, £XOVTAG
otpiypa to Tapeio Avakapyng, dnkadn ta xpripata tou Aaov.

Y10 mhaiolo Tev avtayoviopey pe Tig Hvopéves TToliteieg Apepiknic kon v Kiva kat tov avakatataéewy mou cupfaivouv otov
\ado, moAamhactalovtar ot anolUoelg oToug emtyelpnpatikols kohoooous, onwg ot Google, Facebook, Amazon,Twitter.
Suvtelouvtar TTeyevoels tpanelGv mou cuvdEovtal kal pe tov kAado, kar ta fapn toug Pefaing da petakuloouv ka makt
0ToUG AaoUg.

To oupnépaopa: n Eupenaikn Eveon kat i kamrahotikn ayopd eivar acupfates pe kave mpootacia twv dedopévov. H makn
VIO PIQLOKEG TERVONOYIEG OTIV UTNPESIA TV OUYXPOVOV AIKOV QvayKOV EVAVTIAL KAl OTO OKOTEWVO MAQIGIO (QaKEAOUATOG,
EMOPEVAG, OUVOEETAL 1€ TOV AyGVOL Yia TV AVATPOTT] TG EE0UGIAG TOV HOVOTOAL®V.

Ivan Stefanec (PPE). — VdZend pani predsedajica. Digitalizicia meni a bude menit nase Zivoty. Preto, aby sme zlepili
cela situdciu v digitdlnej oblasti v Eurdpskej tnii, potrebujeme predovietkym zlepsit infrastruktiru, digitdlne zru¢nosti
a spravny digitdlny rdmec v prdci s ddtami. A o tom je prave tento dolezity Data Act, kedze dit budeme spracovavat
viac a viac. Pristup k ddtam bude kltdcovy pre nové ndpady a ich realizdciu najmd malymi firmami tvoriacimi najviac
pracovnych miest. Ak chceme udrzat nasu konkurencieschopnost vo svete a reflektovat vyvoj reality v oblasti digitali-
zdcie, musime sa naucit efektivne vyuZivat dostupné priemyselné ddta, osobitne v oblasti ich zdielania. Data Act preds-
tavuje uceleny komplex, ktory pontka moznosti, ako pracovat s datami tak, aby sme z nich vyuzili naozaj maximum pri
zachovani eurépskych Standardov pre ich ochranu. Dnes vyuzivame len 20 % priemyselnych informdcii a ocakdvame, Ze
nové pravidld umoznia vyuzZitie priemyselnych dit a ich zlepSenie tak, aby prispeli k eur6pskemu HDP o dalsich 270
milidrd. Za délezité povazujem: po prvé, odstratiovanie prekazok pri zdielani dét, po druhé, zlep$enie transparentnosti a
po tretie, jasné podmienky pri zdielani sikromnych dit verejnym sektorom. Prica s ddtami bude determinovat nas
ekonomicky rozvoj a spravny pravny ramec k tomu moze vyrazne prispiet.

Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D). — Madam President, dear Commissioner Breton, dear colleagues, data has become one of
the most valuable resources in today’s world. In an environment where the technology is all around us, data is the key
asset that can drive innovation and growth in the economy and that can upscale businesses and enhance customer
driven solutions.

The EU has proven once again that it can lead and pave the way when it comes to providing the right legislative
framework. The Data Act sets clear goals to achieve the digital transition. It will foster the EU data market where the
allocation of IoT data is fair and just for the benefit of the consumers and the businesses. It will allow for more
opportunities for growth, even for the smallest players in our economy, for the SMEs and for the startups. And, last
but not least, it will incentivise innovation.

This is the first time when we can actually have data as a measurable asset in our economy and we should be proud of
that.

Kosma Zlotowski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczacal Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Panstwo! Dane to paliwo gospodarki
cyfrowej, ktore zasila innowacje i pozwala tworzy¢ nowe modele biznesowe. Unia Europejska generuje ogromne zasoby
informacji, ktorych przechowywanie, wymiana i wykorzystanie do celéw gospodarczych powinno by¢ latwe i tanie.
Tylko dobrze dzialajacy rynek konkurencyjnych ustug chmurowych moze to zapewnic. Potrzebna jest jednak wigksza
réwnowaga miedzy dostawcami chmury a jej uzytkownikami, szczegdlnie malymi i $rednimi przedsigbiorstwami, ktére
najbardziej narazone sa na nieuczciwe praktyki czy niekorzystne umowy.
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Ogromne zasoby danych o nas gromadzonych i przetwarzanych przez urzadzenia podlgczone do sieci musza by¢ lepiej
chronione. Zapewnienie dostgpu do produktdéw z obszaru internetu rzeczy niezaleznym punktom serwisowym pozwoli
obnizy¢ koszty naprawy i wydluzy koszt zycia sprzetu. Z punktu widzenia rozwoju europejskich technologii, takich jak
sztuczna inteligencja, te przepisy s3 kluczowe. Europa musi lepiej wykorzystywal potencjal generowanych przez nas
danych, zapewniajac maksymalny poziom ochrony.

Pablo Arias Echeverria (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, todo lo que se puede conectar serd conectado.
Estamos ante una ley que tiene el potencial de cambiar el panorama digital e industrial europeo. La Unién Europea no
ha sido parte de la carrera global, en la que los datos se han convertido en un activo esencial. Sabemos que paises como
China y los Estados Unidos ya estin implementando sus estrategias en el dmbito industrial potenciando las posibilidades
que ofrecen los datos. En Europa no podemos quedarnos atrds ni vamos a hacerlo.

Hoy podemos presumir de una Europa a la vanguardia de la regulacién mundial con la Ley de Servicios Digitales y la
Ley de Mercados Digitales. Dos Reglamentos que sientan las bases de como debe ser el mundo en linea y que, por
primera vez, ponen coto a los gigantes de internet que, durante mucho tiempo, se han aprovechado de nuestro mercado
sin unas reglas claras.

Ahora, con el internet de las cosas, tenemos que encontrar nuestro propio un modo de sacar ventaja del potencial de los
datos industriales: de los que ya tenemos y que actualmente estdn infrautilizados y de los que podemos llegar a generar,
siempre respetando —por supuesto— nuestros valores y estilo de vida europeo.

Es necesario mejorar la autonomia estratégica de la Unién Europea a través del sector digital para impulsar la competi-
tividad a través de la innovacion de la industria europea, a la par que protegemos a nuestras empresas y, por supuesto,
también a nuestros ciudadanos.

No puedo terminar hoy sin felicitar a la ponente, Pilar del Castillo, y al resto de ponentes de esta Cdmara, asi como al
comisario Breton, por el extraordinario resultado de este trabajo, que espero sea masivamente refrendado en la votacion
de hoy.

Patrizia Toia (S&D). - Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, con molto orgoglio possiamo dire che I'Europa sta
costruendo — caso unico al mondo e veramente per prima nel mondo — un‘architettura di norme che cercano di dare
allo sviluppo digitale cosi impetuoso, inarrestabile e anche molto utile, indicazioni, obblighi, opportunita e soprattutto
responsabilita per gli operatori e per gli utenti, anche ai cittadini consumatori, responsabilita perché dobbiamo operare
tutti alla luce di un principio che ¢ fondamentale per noi: la liberta e i diritti dei cittadini, cosi come quelli dei consu-
matori, devono essere salvaguardati e potenziati anche nello sviluppo dell'innovazione e del mercato digitale.

Con il Data Governance Act prima e adesso con il Data Act, noi stabiliamo chi puo utilizzare i dati e come puo farlo, con
quali regole e a quali condizioni; chi puo dare valore economico nella futura e anche gia presente economia dei dati allo
sfruttamento dei dati e chi e come pud condividerli, con quali regole e con quali finalita, sempre salvaguardando
l'interesse generale e il benessere dei cittadini.

Un'ultima cosa voglio dire al Commissario: tutto questo impianto ¢ importantissimo ma stara in piedi se noi sviluppe-
remo la cosiddetta data literacy cioe tutta alfabetizzazione digitale perché nessun cittadino di nessuna condizione, eta e
formazione rimanga indietro rispetto a questo sviluppo.

Henna Virkkunen (PPE). - Madam President, Commissioner, I want to thank the rapporteur and everybody who has
been participating in these negotiations. This Data Act is an important piece of legislation, especially in promoting
European rights and values in our digital world. Once successful, it will be boosting both innovation and also our
data economy in Europe.

We know that there is much unused potential with data: despite data being collected in vast quantities, the Commission
has predicted that 80% of all industrial data produced is never used, so there is huge potential.

I think it's especially important that with this regulation we can also rebalance the SMEs’ negotiation power and make
better access to data for our small, micro- and medium-sized enterprises. It's particularly important for innovation and
also in order to ensure their competitiveness.
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At the same time, it's clear that trade secrets of corporations should be protected. And I think we have found a good
balance in this regulation with these different sizes of companies. And from the consumer perspective, it's essential that,
as a generator of data, they have also better access to their own data. There must be a possibility for such data to be also
transferred to another service provider.

The negotiators of the Data Act have found a good, balanced compromise, and I think this is a solid foundation for
continuing to the trilogue negotiations.

Carlos Zorrinho (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Comissério, tal como definimos e estamos a aplicar um «Green
Deal», ou seja, um pacto para que a Unido Europeia seja uma referéncia global na transicdo energética e na descarboni-
zagdo, também temos que aplicar um «Data Deal» para a cidadania e para a competitividade.

Um «Data Deal» em que sejam respeitados os valores europeus e em que o acesso aos dados com respeito pela privaci-
dade possa ser transformado em inovagdo, competitividade, autonomia estratégica e melhores servi¢os para os cidaddos.

As regras estabelecidas na regulamentacdo em andlise visam a partilha justa dos dados, com ganhos para a economia,
para a eficdcia da governacdo e dos servigos publicos e para os consumidores. Sdo um pilar da transi¢do digital inclusiva
com que a Unido Europeia tem que fazer a diferenga na economia dos dados e na nova sociedade a gigabytes. Uma
transicio digital que ndo deixe ninguém para trds, que combata as desigualdades e promova a dignidade.

Este regulamento constitui um alicerce forte para uma década digital capaz de atingir os seus objetivos e ser inspiradora,
nos principios e valores que a sustentam, para as dindmicas globais de regulagio no dominio do acesso e do uso dos

dados.

Sobre ele se construirdo espagos de dados que serdo pilares de maior integragdo das politicas em concreto, como é
exemplo o espago europeu de dados de satide. Temos que ter sucesso neste «Data Deal».

Procedura catch-the-eye

Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, Akt o podacima vodeci je zakon kojim se regulira nadin prijenosa
pristupa i dijeljenja industrijskih podataka.

Zahvaljujem izvjestiteljici na ovom izvjes¢u i svima koji su na njemu radili. Njime zapravo otklju¢avamo neiskoristeni
potencijal dijeljenja podataka ,business to business” i ,business to government”. Vjerujem da ée predloZene izmjene
donijeti i brojne pogodnosti za gradane. Neke od njih uklju¢uju poboljsanu personaliziranu medicinu, nova rjesenja
mobilnosti i doprinose, svakako, europskom zelenom planu.

Izvjesce koje je odobrio odbor ITRE pojadnjava i vrste podataka koji spadaju u podrucje primjene Uredbe kako bi se
nova pravila primjenjivala na razlicite igrace i jacu zastitu poslovne tajne za vlasnike podataka. Osim toga, pojasnjavaju
scenarij javnog izvanrednog stanja koji zapravo omogucuje javnim tijelima da zadrZe pristup podacima u privatnom
posjedu i specificira da vlasnici podataka trebaju imati pravo na postenu naknadu za odobravanje tog pristupa. Smatram,
zaklju¢no, velikim uspjehom i to $to e predloZene izmjene potaknuti konkurenciju na trziStu usluge oblaka olaksavan-
jem uvjeta za prelazak s jedne usluge oblaka u drugu.

Ovim izmjenama stavljamo korisnike u srediste i to je smjer kojim trebamo se voditi u buduénosti, ne samo kada je u
pitanju zakonodavstvo o podacima.

Sedn Kelly (PPE). — Madam President, in my first mandate, I had the privilege of being a rapporteur for the GDPR,
which was all about protecting people’s data.

Now things have moved on, and it’s really about utilising data for people’s advantage. Speakers mentioned that 80% of
our industrial data is not utilised. So, there is a challenge there to make us competitive and I'm sure Commissioner
Breton will be addressing that in every way he can.
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Also, later on today, we will be voting on the EPBD about refurbishing buildings. Data is going to play a huge part there
in reducing emissions so that consumers can use data to use their appliances at the optimum time and thus reduce their
electricity bills and also, of course, reduce emissions.

Also, data on the household stock in general will be very important in encouraging financial institutions to make green
mortgages available. So, hopefully we can utilise the data to the best advantage of our citizens.

(Fine della procedura catch-the-eye)

Thierry Breton, membre de la Commission. — Madame la présidente, mesdames et messieurs les députés, tout d'abord, je
voudrais me féliciter de I'engagement trés fort de ce Parlement sur cette initiative qui, beaucoup, beaucoup d’entre vous
lont rappelé, est absolument essentielle pour garantir notre place européenne dans I'économie de la donnée.

I est crucial que tous les acteurs, les grandes entreprises, les PME, les consommateurs et les autorités publiques puissent
bénéficier de la valeur des données. Et le débat qui vient de s'achever I'a clairement démontré. Je prends note du soutien,
de votre soutien pour l'approche équilibrée qui est la votre, visant a déverrouiller les données tout en conservant les

incitations a investir dans les produits connectés. Et dans ce but, nous nous félicitons des clarifications qui ont été
apportées aux définitions qui sont tout a fait pertinentes pour garantir la sécurité juridique dans la pratique.

Bien sir, je suis conscient des discussions sur la protection du secret des affaires, qui est un théme trés important. Mais
la loi sur les données vise exactement a batir, a mettre sur pied un réel équilibre qui respecte pleinement la protection
des données commercialement sensibles, tout en évitant des barrieres lourdes, lourdes, artificielles, qui empécheraient
lacces et l'utilisation des données, surtout dans les PME, dont on sait qu’elles seront génératrices d’innovations et de
services. Et le Parlement, me semble-t-il, préserve bien cet équilibre essentiel dans ce rapport.

Dans ce contexte, je voudrais noter également les interventions sur I'importance du cadre propice aux PME qui simplifie
laccés aux données. Nous tenons compte évidemment des intéréts des PME qui sont au cceur de notre industrie dans
ensemble des dispositions. Je le redis, la loi sur les données met en place également des conditions pour recréer de la
concurrence dans le marché du cloud et également réduire nos dépendances.

Un dernier point, si vous le permettez, la loi sur les données constitue un cadre horizontal, tout comme le DSA, vous
vous en souvenez, ce qui permet évidemment de pouvoir greffer des évolutions éventuelles a venir, 1égislatives et secto-
rielles si nécessaire. Nous attendons donc désormais la position du Conseil pour commencer les trilogues. La
Commission sera en soutien pour parvenir a adopter la loi sur les données dans les délais les plus brefs.

Je vous remercie et merci encore a madame la rapporteure.

Pilar del Castillo Vera, ponente. — Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, voy a ser muy breve ya en esta intervencion.
Quiero agradecer sus contribuciones a todos los diputados que han intervenido y asegurarles que yo tomo buena nota
de todo lo que han dicho.

Creo firmemente que el acuerdo alcanzado por la inmensa mayoria de los grupos de la Cdmara merece ser suscrito
dentro de unos minutos, cuando votemos, por todos nosotros. Las negociaciones con el Consejo empezardn pronto, y
desde aqui pido a todos los miembros un mandato negociador fuerte para este Parlamento y para esta propuesta
legislativa.

Estamos ante una propuesta legislativa critica para nuestro futuro. Se trata de una propuesta realmente disruptiva, una
propuesta visionaria que nos podria poner en una situacién de alta capacidad competitiva e innovadora en un contexto
global. Y todo ello porque los beneficiarios son todos los usuarios, las pequefias y medianas empresas, las empresas
emergentes, las grandes empresas también, en suma, nuestra economia y nuestra sociedad europea.

Quiero, finalmente, de nuevo, dar las gracias a todos los ponentes alternativos, también de los comités, de las comisio-
nes que han intervenido, mds alld de la Comisién ITRE, las comisiones competentes para emitir opinion. Y quiero,
también, agradecer profundamente el trabajo fabuloso, extraordinario, que los equipos de todos los diputados que han
intervenido, ponentes alternativos y los de otras comisiones han realizado. Realmente habria sido muy dificil sin ellos,
sin su trabajo, llegar al buen puerto al que hemos llegado. Muchas gracias, sefior comisario.
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Para finalizar, nos queda todavia un tramo por recorrer, que yo espero que recorramos juntos, de la mano, y que
finalmente obtengamos ese texto y esas oportunidades que tanto deseamos. Eso es todo. Hasta dentro de un rato en la
votacion.

Presidente. — La discussione ¢ chiusa.
La votazione si svolgera oggi.

(La seduta ¢ sospesa alle 10.23)
Dichiarazioni scritte (articolo 171)

Romana Jerkovi¢ (S&D), napisan. — Gospodo predsjednice, dame i gospodo, koli¢ina podataka koje generiraju ljudi i
strojevi eksponencijalno raste svake godine. Industrijski podaci mogu biti odlu¢ujuéi ¢imbenik u razvoju, inovacijama i
transformaciji svih sektora europskog gospodarstva. Nazalost, danas njihova puna vrijednost ostaje neiskoristena ili
koncentrirana u rukama nekoliko velikih tvrtki.

Da bi se to promijenilo, dugotrajna pitanja pristupa podacima, pravednosti, interoperabilnosti i ponovne upotrebe poda-
taka morat Ce se adekvatno rijesiti. Nema sumnje da stajaliste odbora ITRE pojasnjava i poboljSava nekoliko tocaka
prvotnog prijedloga Komisije.

Osigurana je zastita osobnih podataka, da ¢e pristup podacima i dijeljenje podataka biti besplatni za potrosace, koris-
tenje neosobnih podataka privatnog sektora od strane javnih tijela drzava ¢lanica u slucaju izvanrednog stanja ili za
ispunjenje specifi¢nih zadaca u javnom interesu, promicanje sposobnosti potro§aca da bolje razumiju tehnicke detalje i
njihova prava u vezi s podacima koje generiraju, pravo na pravni lijek i sl.

U isto vrijeme, medutim, jo$ uvijek postoje neki elementi koji mogu potkopati ciljeve uredbe i trebalo bi ih poboljsati u
nadolazedim trijalozima. Dok je, na primjer, potreba za zastitom poslovnih tajni neosporna, treba se pozabaviti rizikom
njihove neopravdane upotrebe za potkopavanje prava pristupa korisnika.

PRESIDENZA: ROBERTA METSOLA

President

4. Posédzio atnaujinimas

(The sitting resumed at 10.41)

5. Tai - Europa. Diskusijos su Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidentu Gitanu Nauséda
(diskusijos)

President. — We have with us today the President of Lithuania, Gitanas Nauséda. Mr President, dear Gitanas, thank you
for accepting our invitation to address the European Parliament as part of our ‘This is Europe’ series of debates.

It has been over a year since Russia launched its full-scale military invasion of independent and sovereign Ukraine. In
this time, Lithuania has never held back from sending aid to Ukraine and has been one of the strongest supporters of
Ukraine’s European perspective. The Lithuanian people have welcomed more than 74 000 Ukrainians into their homes
and their hearts in what is the largest inflow of refugees in the history of the country. Lithuania’s solidarity towards
Ukraine has never let up. Thank you also for your commitment to a democratic Belarus.

Dear colleagues, we have already witnessed our Union becoming stronger and more resilient. Facing these challenges
together has made us more united.
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In this time of global instability, we need to speed up investment in Europe to put our economy back on a stable path of
growth. Mr President, your push for a long-term competitiveness strategy, an ambitious trade policy, and boosting
conditions for investment has been central to this vision of a better, more prosperous Europe.

Dear President, the floor is yours.

Gitanas Nauséda, Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidentas. — Gerbiama Parlamento Pirmininke, gerbiami Europos Parlamento
nariai, mieli Europos Zmonés, dZiaugiuosi turédamas galimybe prisidéti prie Sios jkvepiancios diskusijos Europos
Parlamente — svarbiausiame politiniame forume, kur keliami pamatiniai klausimai apie vieningos Europos praeitj, dabartj
ir ateitj.

Savo $iandiening kalbg noréciau skirti Europos idéjai, kuri mus vienija ir kuri mums teikia stiprybés daugelio kriziy
akivaizdoje. Siandien kalbésiu apie batinybe drasiai siekti uzsibrézty tiksly — ir ginti tai, kas mums, europieciams, svar-
biausia ir brangiausia. Kalbésiu apie pagalba Ukrainai ir Sios Salies vieta Europoje, taip pat istorinés atminties reik§me ir

didziuosius i8$tkius, su kuriais $iandien susiduria Europa.

Atvykau pas Jus vos kelios dienos po Lietuvos nepriklausomybés atkiirimo minéjimo. Tai, kg netrukus pasakysiu, bent i3
dalies bus nulemta konkrec¢ios lietuviskos perspektyvos, susiformavusios ilgoje istorijos tékméje rytinéje Baltijos jaros
pakrantéje, ten, kur per amzZius konkuravo, saveikavo ir viena kitg praturtino skirtingos kultfiros. Nors didZiyjy istorijos
jégy susidiirimai ne kartg atnesé skaudziy tragedijy, misy atmintyje jie i§ryskino ir nejkainojama laisvés bei zmogiskojo
orumo verte.

Simboliska, kad biitent prie§ 700 mety Lietuvos valdovas Gediminas rastu kreipési i to meto Europos visuomene, kvies-
damas svetim§alius riterius, pirklius, amatininkus, Zemdirbius, kunigus ir vienuolius atvykti j Lietuva, kur jie galés laisvai
iSpazinti kriks¢ioniy tikéjimg ir siekti geresnio gyvenimo.

Nuo $ios datos, 1323 mety sausio 25 dienos, mes skai¢iuojame Lietuvos sostinés Vilniaus istorijg. Taciau ne maZziau
svarbu, kad Gedimino laiskai misy istorinéje atmintyje jtvirtino Lietuvos kaip atviros, tolerantiskos, pazangios Europos
Salies idealg, kurio mes norime siekti.

I§ tiesy Lietuva per amzius buvo neatsiejama Europos dalis ir net sunkiausiy i$bandymy, okupacijy ir teroro akivaizdoje
islaiké § pamatinj rysj. Tikéjimas, kad anksciau ar véliau sugriSime j nepriklausomy, ant laisvés, atsakomybés ir pasiti-
kéjimo pamaty pastatyty Europos valstybiy bendrija, palaiké misy viltj nelaisvés metais.

Sis tikéjimas 1989 mety rugpjicio 23 dieng mane, kaip ir dar mazdaug 2 milijonus Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos Zmoniy,
ikvépé protestui prie§ neteiséta sovieting okupacija bei Stalino ir Hitlerio suokalbj. Sustoje j 650 km ilgio gyva granding —
Baltijos kelia — mes drauge pradéjome savo i$sivadavimo, kartu ir sugrizimo j Europg bei atsivérimo pasauliui, Zygj.

Siandien man atrodo, kad Baltijos kelio dvasia nepaprastai ryskiai $viecia ir Ukrainos kovoje uz laisve, nepriklausomybe
bei demokrating ateitj Europoje.

As I stand here, I recall the warning voiced by Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the President of Ukraine and my dear friend, at the
European Parliament a month ago: that Russia is seeking to destroy not only Ukraine, but the European way of life, to
destroy by violence and lies all of us who cherish freedom, honour and dignity, who respect the rule of law and human
rights.

We cannot allow this to happen if we really care about the future of Europe. We must take a stand and show by our
actions what is truly precious and valuable to us. This is a moment of historical breakthrough similar to the one
Lithuania experienced in January 1991, when the defenders of our freedom stood barehanded against Soviet tanks,
armed only by boundless courage.

Today, Ukraine is going through an even more painful experience as it defends itself against the bloody murders of
Bucha, Irpin and Izyum.

I am happy that Europe and other freedom-loving nations did not succumb to the lies, disinformation and intimidation
spread by Russia. They stood united and extended a helping hand to Ukrainians when they needed it the most. After
overcoming some doubts, we are now moving forward with more determination, strength and resilience than ever
before.
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A united European response would not have been possible without the strong support and determination of European
civil society. It is no coincidence that a month ago President Zelenskyy addressed, first of all, Europeans: all European
citizens. I believe that today most European citizens understand that Ukraine’s fight is their fight too. In this fight,
victory can only be achieved through the joint efforts of us all.

Didziuojuosi galédamas pasakyti, kad ne tik Lietuvos valdZios institucijos, bet ir miisy $alies pilietiné visuomené nuo pat
karo pradzios atsiliepé | Ukrainos pagalbos Sauksmg. Bendra Lietuvos, iskaitant nevyriausybiniy organizacijy, verslo ir
fiziniy asmeny parama Ukrainai artéja prie 1,5 proc. BVP. Vos per tris pra¢jusiy mety geguzés dienas Lietuvos Zmonés
surinko 6 mln. eury koviniam dronui isigyti, o per $iy mety vasarj — 14 mln. eury taktiniams radarams.

Lietuva ir toliau pasirengusi remti Ukraing. Su didelémis viltimis Zvelgiame i Jus, Europos Parlamento narius, atmindami,
kad ir anks¢iau ne kartg esate pademonstrave lyderyste, kai reikia visos Europos Sajungos vardu kalbéti drasiai, tiesiai bei
aiskiai.

Noriu priminti, kad prie§ 40 mety, 1983 mety sausio 13 dieng, Europos Parlamentas, priémes sovieting okupacija
smerkiancia rezoliucijg ,Dél padéties Estijoje, Latvijoje ir Lietuvoje®, tapo vienintele tarptautine institucija, kuri atsiliepé
i 45 disidenty i§ Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos pagalbos prasyma.

Pra¢jus dar 8 metams, netrukus po Kremliaus tyliai palaiminty kruviny Zudyniy Baltijos Salyse, Europos Parlamentas
tiesiai jvardino soviety kariuomenés veiksmus karine agresija ir intervencija.

Noriu atskirai padékoti Europos Parlamento nariams uZ tvirtg paramg Lietuvos prokurorams ir teiséjams, kurie tyré
1991 mety Kruvinojo sausio byla ir joje vykdé teisinguma, ir dél to patiria Rusijos spaudima bei persekiojima.

Tai yra nepaprastai svarbu, nes pirmoji Rusijos agresijos auka visuomet biina tiesa. Melo ir istorijos iskraipymy kampa-
nija paruo$¢ placdarmg ir Ukrainos puolimui. Su melu turime kovoti pirmiausia.

Gerbiamieji, visi mes Siandien skaudziai mokame uZ neismoktas Antrojo pasaulinio karo pamokas. Po skambios pergalés
pries vieng — nacistinj — totalitarinj rezimg liko aikiai nejvardyti ir nepasmerkti kito — sovietinio — rezimo nusikaltimai.
Biitent tokie nutyléjimai sudaré salygas Soviety Sajungoje, o véliau ir Rusijoje, Slovinti karo nusikaltimy, etniniy valymy
ir kity nusikaltimy Zmoniskumui organizatorius. I§kreiptas Antrojo pasaulinio karo atminimas ilgainiui ne tik Rusijoje,
bet ir uz jos riby tapo politiniu instrumentu dabarties nusikaltimams pateisinti.

Siekiant nekartoti seny klaidy, biitina jas atminti. Todél Siandienos kontekste nepaprastai svarbi Europos Parlamento
2009 mety rezoliucija dél Europos saZinés ir totalitarizmo, taip pat sprendimas rugpjicio 23-iaja dieng — nusikalstamo
Stalino ir Hitlerio suokalbio dieng — paskelbti Europos totalitariniy ir autoritariniy rezimy auky atminimo diena.

Reaguodami | agresijos prie§ Ukraina kontekste suaktyvéjusius Rusijos veiksmus, praéjusiy mety liepos ménesj kartu su
Estijos, Latvijos, Lenkijos ir Rumunijos vadovais paraginome sustiprinti Europos Sgjungos démesj Europos istorinés
atminties politikai, parengiant $vietimo programas moksleiviams, skiriant Europos Sajungos finansavima tyrimams ir
komunistiniy rezimy nusikaltimy tarptautiniam jvertinimui, taip pat totalitarizmo auky jamzZinimui Briuselyje. Tikiu,
kad Sios priemonés skaudzig praeitj Europos pilie¢iy samongéje tvirciau susies su dabartimi, taip palikdamos maziau
vietos Rusijos propagandai.

Ignoruoti praeitj niekada néra ieitis. Tiek, kiek mes Lietuvoje minime abiejy totalitariniy rezimy ir jy kolaboranty

nusikaltimus, tiek tampame stipresni ir atsparesni. Galime ryZtingiau ir tiksliau reaguoti i Siandienos issukius.

Atvirai pasakysiu: pirmieji pranesimai apie Zudynes Bucoje ir kitose Ukrainos vietovése buvo ypa¢ skaudis Lietuvos
Zmonéms, nes priminé mums daugelj tokiy bucy, itikusiy misy 3alj, kai soviety okupantai smurtu jtvirtino savo
neteisétg valdzig, niekino nukankinty laisvés kovotojy palaikus ir suiminéjo motinas, i§drisusias apverkti savo nuzudytus
vaikus.
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Isties labai skaudu, kad pasibaisétinas teroras vél sugrizo i Europg. Tuo svarbiau uztikrinti, kad Sie naujausi Rusijos
nusikaltimai nelikty be atsako.

Nepaviesintas, metai i§ mety nutylimas blogis ne tik kelia grésme pamatinéms europinéms vertybéms, bet ir neleidzia
Rusijos Zmonéms stoti | akistatg su savo praeitimi. Todél privalome sulauzyti melo, nusikaltéliy $lovinimo ir nuogos
agresijos ratg, kol jis maisy visy nesutrai$ké. Nuo to priklausys ne tik Ukrainos ir jos Zmoniy likimas, bet ir ilgalaikés bei
tvarios taikos Europoje perspektyva.

Turime stiprinti sankcijas Rusijai tol, kol i nenutrauks agresijos prie§ Ukraing, ir siekti, kad atsakingi uz agresijos
nusikaltimus asmenys sulaukty atpildo. Todél tvirtai pasisakau uz specialaus tarptautinio tribunolo agresijos nusikaltimui
tirti jkiirima, taip pat uz iSaldyto Rusijos turto panaudojimg Ukrainos atstatymui.

Tikiu, kad rezoliucija dél specialaus tribunolo jsteigimo, kurig sausio ménesj priémé Europos Parlamento nariai, padés
pasiekti tai, kas dar visai neseniai atrodé vargiai jmanoma.

Gerbiamieji, Europos bendrija, sukurta kaip taikos projektas, Siandien patiria beprecedentinj spaudimg. Vis aiskiau jau-
¢iame, kad taikus gyvenimas, laisvé, demokratija ir materialiné gerové nebéra savaime suprantami dalykai.

Istoriné patirtis rodo, kad efektyviausias biidas plésti taikos, stabilumo ir klestéjimo erdve Europoje buvo ir bus Europos
Sajungos plétra.

Tai jrodo sékminga Europos Sajungos plétra 2004, 2007, 2013 metais. Tuometinés Europos Sajungos naujokés, troks-
damos stipresnés Europos, karstai rémé reformas. Todeél ir Siandien, jei norime dar labiau sustiprinti Europos Sajunga, —
priimkime naujas nares.

Turédamas tai galvoje, nuosirdziai dZiaugiuosi pastaraisiais visuotiniais sprendimais dél Ukrainos, Moldovos ir Vakary
Balkany 3aliy. Masy pagalba kaip niekada reikalinga Moldovai, patirianciai milziniskg prorusisky jégy politinj bei ener-
getinj spaudimg. Turime suteikti vilties ir Sakartvelo jaunajai kartai bei pilietinei visuomenei, aktyviai siekianciai per-
mainy ir europinés ateities.

Neabejotina, kad nejprasty sprendimy i§ miisy pareikalaus Ukrainos derybos dél narystés Europos Sajungoje. Taciau $i
Salis jau jrodé, kad geba jveikti iskylancias kliitis ir tvirtai Zengti reformy keliu. Dar visai neseniai niekas nebity pati-
kéjes, kad jai paciame karo jkarstyje pavyks pasiekti kandidatés statusg.

Prasidéjes nuo Euromaidano, Ukrainos atgimimas turi baigtis vieningoje Europoje. Ne tik Ukrainai reikia Europos, bet ir
Europai reikia Ukrainos, su visa jos gyvybine energija ir ryZtu siekti uzZsibrézty tiksly.

Todél as svajoju apie diena, kai $iuose rimuose posédziaus Ukrainoje iSrinkti Europos parlamentarai ir valstybés narés
teisémis plevésuos Ukrainos véliava. Ta pati véliava, kuri Siandien yra tapusi $lovingos kovos uz ukrainie¢iy orumg ir
laisve simboliu.

Lietuva iSgirdo Europos Parlamento raginimg sutelkti pastangas deryby su Ukraina pradZiai dar Siais metais. Todél ypac
svarbu uZtikrinti tgsting Europos Sgjungos finansing ir techning paramg Ukrainos europiniy reformy jgyvendinimui.

Gerbiamieji, Lietuva iki Siol jaucia pareiga Europoje liudyti Baltijos kelio dvasig. NuoSirdziai trok$tame prisidéti prie
Europos lyderystés pasaulyje. Norime kurti pasaulj, kuris baty saZiningas ir teisingas visiems ir kuri galétume ramia
sazine perduoti ateities kartoms.

Ne paslaptis, kad vieni didZiausiy i$§kiy prasideda, kai Europai tenka islaikyti orig ir nepriklausomg laikyseng santy-
kiuose su autoritariniais rezimais — tais, kurie jg siekia susilpninti, pakirsti jos demokratijos ar vieningos rinkos pamatus.

Taciau man atrodo svarbu atminti, kad kartu su savo artimiausiais partneriais mes buvome, esame ir biisime nepaprastai
stipriis. Todél, jei rimtai galvojame iSlaikyti taisyklémis grindZiamg tarptauting tvarkg, turime ne tik patys prisiimti
atsakomybe, bet ir toliau plétoti ir stiprinti transatlantinius rysius. Turime visapusiskai bendradarbiauti su vienmintémis
Salimis stiprinant demokratijg, plétojant taisyklémis pagristus ekonominius rysius pasaulyje, pasisakyti uZ teisingg kon-
kurencijg ir prie§ ekonoming prievarta.

ELL: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C[2023/1466/oj 23[151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

Bendro miisy démesio neabejotinai nusipelno ir neteisétos migracijos tema. Po to, kai Lietuva ir kitos kaimyninés
Europos Sajungos valstybés 2021 metais tapo Baltarusijos ir Rusijos rezimy hibridinés atakos taikiniu, dar labiau isrys-
kéjo poreikis sutarti dél teisiniy priemoniy kovai su neteiséta migracija ir jos politiniu instrumentalizavimu. Nacionalinés
ir vietos valdzios institucijoms susiduriant su vis didesniu spaudimu, reikalingi sprendimai visos Europos Sgjungos lyg-
meniu.

Lietuva puikiai supranta poreikj tinkamai apsaugoti Europos Sajungos iSorines sienas. Todél pasisakome uZ tikslinga
Europos Sgjungos skiriamy 1é§y panaudojimg, sklandaus nelegaliy migranty graZinimo uztikrinima, padidintg démesj
kovai su dezinformacija treciosiose Salyse ir neteisétu Zmoniy gabenimu, pagrindiniy neteisétos migracijos priezasciy
Salinimui jos kilmés Salyse.

Meine Damen und Herren, bereits in der nidchsten Woche werden wir im Europdischen Rat iiber eine der langfristig
besonders wichtigen Fragen beraten, die Frage der geeignetsten Vorbereitung auf die griine Transformation Europas und
die Sicherung der Wettbewerbsfihigkeit unserer Wirtschaft. Eine Gruppe von zehn Staats- und Regierungschefs, zu der
ich auch gehore, hat sich in einem gemeinsamen Brief fiir eine langfristige Strategie zur Wettbewerbsfahigkeit Europas
ausgesprochen. Dazu gehoren nach unserer Vorstellung die Stirkung des Binnenmarktes, der technologischen und
industriellen Basis, die Beseitigung bestchender uberfliissiger Barrieren fiir den Verkehr von Waren, Dienstleistungen
und privatem Kapital sowie die Forderung internationaler Partnerschaften und auf Regeln basierender
Handelsbeziehungen.

Unser besonderes Augenmerk sollte den Landern Afrikas, Lateinamerikas, Indiens und der Pazifikregion gelten. Bei dieser
Gelegenheit mochte ich auch die Rechtsakte zu den kritischen Rohstoffen und zur Industrie begriiffen, die in dieser
Woche der Europiischen Kommission vorgelegt werden. Diese Rechtsakte werden dazu beitragen, die griine und digitale
Transformation der Europiischen Union noch stirker voranzubringen und die Widerstandsfahigkeit der europdischen
Wirtschaft zu stirken.

Die Erpressungsmafinahmen Russlands im Energiebereich haben uns gezeigt, dass die Europdische Union in der Lage ist,
Widerstand zu leisten und Entscheidungen recht schnell zu treffen. Der Winter ist gekommen und gegangen, und nie-
mand in Europa ist erfroren. Allerdings sind die Energiepreise sprunghaft gestiegen, was sich empfindlich auf die
Allgemeinheit, die Wirtschaft und auch die Politik ausgewirkt hat. Wir miissen daraus Schlussfolgerungen ziehen und
noch mehr in die griine Energiewirtschaft investieren, um tatsichlich unabhingig zu werden und — was noch wichtiger
ist — uns um das Klima unseres Planeten zu kiimmern.

(Beifall)

Nach meiner Uberzeugung ist die Entscheidung Litauens zum Verzicht auf den Import russischer Energie — Gas, Ol und
Strom — ein Vorbild zur Nachahmung durch andere Staaten der Europaischen Union. Wir sind sehr beunruhigt, dass
Russland immer haufiger auf die atomare Energiewirtschaft als Mittel zur Erpressung zuriickgreift. Das militdrische
Roboterkernkraftwerk in Saporischschja wird stindig zur Drohung mit einem Kernstorfall eingesetzt. In der vergangenen
Woche wurde dieses Kraftwerk, das grofte Atomkraftwerk Europas, aufgrund russischer Raketenangriffe schon wieder
von der Stromversorgung abgetrennt. Ich danke dem Europdischen Parlament fiir seine grundlegende Unterstiitzung
hinsichtlich einer weiteren Geisel von Russland, nimlich des Kernkraftwerks von Astrawez in WeiSrussland, und ich
hoffe, dass die Aufmerksamkeit fiir dieses Problem auch in Zukunft nicht nachlésst. Die Gefahr ist keineswegs gebannt.
Im Gegenteil, sie spitzt sich noch zu — jetzt, da Belarus plant, mit einem zweiten Block dieses fehlerhaften
Kernkraftwerks ans Netz zu gehen. Ein zweites Tschernobyl in Europa diirfen wir nicht zulassen!

Distinguished Members of the European Parliament, to conclude and set the tone for today’s debate I would like to
remind you that united Europe was born on the ruins of World War Two.

We have seen time and again serious crises give impetus to European renewal. There is something remarkable about the
ability of all of us Europeans to adjust and move forward with unfaltering optimism whatever happens.

Our recent trials have once again led to reasonably fast, precise and accurate decisions. Each time we confronted a
migration crisis, a pandemic or a Russian aggression. We made the right choices and most of the time we chose more
Europe, which means quicker decisions, more decisive action, and more resilience.
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I can assure you that Lithuania will always work to be at the forefront of European decisions. This is our commitment,
not only to Europe but also to ourselves. We know better than anyone else that the risk of losing Europe means we are
making every effort to keep Europe strong and resilient.

We feel it is our duty to extend symbolically the Baltic way so that the whole of Europe can share the spirit of
responsibility that 33 years ago united people between Vilnius, Riga and Tallinn. It is a task of many generations of
Europeans, not just a single one, to contribute to shaping the future of Europe.

We all can and must work for more freedom, security and progress. We all have the responsibility to ensure that
freedom-loving nations in our neighbourhood are not neglected, wronged or forgotten. This is the Europe I believe in
and I am proud of. Let us be the co-creators of such a Europe.

Andrius Kubilius, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Your Excellency Mr President, dear colleagues, I would
like to welcome the President of my country in this House, which in the European Union has the strongest institutional
adherence to European values of democracy, human rights, liberty, solidarity and respect to dignity of each human
being, despite what is his or her colour of the skin, and what is his or her sexual or political orientation.

The European Union will be strong if it will be based on those values without compromises, if it will be based on those
values not only here in the European Parliament or in some other EU institutions, but also on a national, regional and
local level. This is the only way how those values can be established also on the whole European continent.

Why is it so important to talk about those basic principles and values? Because this is the only way how sustainable
peace can be established on the European continent, since there is a very well-known law of geopolitics: only democra-
cies are not fighting with each other. That is why defence of those values everywhere in our Union and the spread of
democracy and basic human values into the eastern side of European continent is the most important strategic geopo-
litical goal for all of us, and especially during this war.

We need to recognise, all of us in the European Union: we are not perfect back home in this area. There are things
which we need to improve and to strengthen, also in Lithuania.

But today I want to elaborate on what our President was speaking about. What should our common strategic agenda be
in order to assist the nations in the eastern part of the European continent to enjoy the same European values of
democracy and human rights? 1 want to repeat: sustainable peace on European continent will be established only
when Belarusian and Russian people will have a possibility to enjoy those values and to live in normal European
conditions. Such a strategic agenda will be implemented only if we shall proceed with a very clear strategic action plan.

First, Ukraine needs to decisively defeat Putin’s Russia during this year, and that will create possibilities for big political
changes in Russia and Belarus. Our most important obligation: weapons, weapons, weapons... and sanctions.

Second, the absolute geopolitical priority for you during this year: to start membership negotiations with Ukraine and
Moldova. That would be the most powerful European geopolitical answer to Kremlin hybrid offensive activities in the
region, especially in Moldova and perhaps also in Georgia.

Third, the integration of Ukraine, Moldova and possibly Georgia towards the EU should be concluded till the end of this
decade, since that is the only way how successful and prosperous democracies can be created in those countries. The
success of those countries would be an inspiration for Belarusian and Russian societies to follow.

Fourth, Ukraine needs to get membership in NATO, if not during the Vilnius summit this year, then during the
Washington summit next year. It would help Russian people to abandon their dream to restore empire because
Ukraine will be gone.

Fifth, the EU needs to show clear perspective. Democratic Belarus will have possibility to integrate into the EU.
Democratic Russia will have a special and very practical relationship with the EU.

ELL: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C[2023/1466/oj 25/151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

We Lithuanians want to be part of a European Union which is able to implement such a democracy action plan because
this is an action plan for sustainable peace on the European continent.

Vilija Blinkevi¢iiité, S§D frakcijos vardu. — Gerbiamas Lietuvos Prezidente, ponia Pirmininke, gerbiami kolegos, miisy
diskusija stebintys Europos pilieciai, Lietuva, kaip ir kitos to paties likimo 3alys, kurioms buvo lemta patirti Sovietinés
totalitarinés Rusijos priespaudg ir agresija geriau nei bet kas zino krauju iskovotos laisvés kaing.

Siandien Sitoje vietoje yra Ukraina, kuri herojiskai kovoja uz savo ir miisy laisve. Kaunasi su tuo paciu, tik pavadinima
pakeitusiu, agresoriumi. Todél nenuostabu, jog nuo pirmos Rusijos invazijos | Ukraing dienos ir iki pat Siol Lietuvos ir
kity Baltijos Saliy balsas buvo garsiausias, raginantis ne tik teikti skubig visokeriopa pagalba Ukrainai, bet ir reikalaujantis
bendro ir vieningo Europos Sajungos atsako j Rusijos agresijos sustabdyma. Cia ir dabar.

Leiskite priminti, jog ilgus metus Lietuva ir kitos Baltijos alys nuolatos kalbédavo ir jspédavo apie tikraji Rusijos veidg ir
jos autoritarinio Putino rezimo tikslus. Deja, $iuos jspéjimus noréjo girdéti ne visi Europos bendruomenés nariai. Taciau
Sie jspéjimai virto kruvina realybe Ukrainos Zmonéms.

Siandien jau visi pripazino, kad Lietuvos ir Baltijos 3aliy kalbéjimas apie kruvinus Kremliaus rezimo tikslus nebuvo vien
istorinés nuoskaudos liejimas. Mes tai daréme, nes Zinojome, kokia yra trapi laisvé ir kokia yra didziulé jos kaina, ir
siekéme, kad tai Europoje daugiau nepasikartoty ir kad nei viena tauta nepatirty brutalios priespaudos ir pasikésinimo |
teritorinj vientisumg ir laisve. Niekada.

Visiskai pritariu miisy Prezidentui. Istoriné atmintis neturi nugulti archyvuose. Uzmirsti istorijos nevalia ir Putino pra-
détas karas tai dar karta liudija. Todél raginu bati atsakingiems, vieningiems ir drasiems bei isteigti tribunolg Rusijos
vykdomiems karo nusikaltimams, imtis visy jmanomy veiksmy ir sankcijy silpninat Kremliaus rezimo galig bei padéti
Ukrainai laiméti §j brutaly kara, nes tai kartu yra ir Europos ilgalaikio saugumo garantas. Turime bti vieningi atkuriant
ir i$pleciant savo gynybinius pajégumus — masy, europieciy, saugumas priklausys nuo to, kaip kartu, bendrai ir sutelktai
to sieksime.

Gerbiami kolegos, stipri ir atspari Europa gali bati tik tuomet, kai ji yra vieninga, socialiai atsakinga, teisinga ir pazZangi.
Misy, socialisty ir demokraty tikslas, yra stiprinti socialinj Europos pagrindg ir siekti, kad Porte vykusiame auksciausio
lygio susitikime patvirtinti tikslai baity pilnai jgyvendinti visose valstybése narése.

Socialiné Europa turi uZtikrinti, kad net ir minimalias pajams gaunantys Zmonés galéty oriai pragyventi ir iSlaikyti savo
$eimas, o ne atsidurti skurde, kad nelikty skurstan¢iy vaiky, kuriy $iai dienai dar turime per 18 milijony Europoje, kad
vyrai ir moterys gauty vienoda atlyginimg uZ tg patj darbg, kad miisy pensininkai turéty orig senatve, kad biity ginamos
visy Zmoniy teisés ir laisvés.

Tik socialiai stipri, atspari ir atsakinga Europa sugebés susidoroti su i$$ikiais, tokiais kaip Zalioji pertvarka, skaitmeniza-
cija, kas nei$vengiamai jtakos Europos socialinj-ekonominj modelj bei darbo rinks. Tadiau visy reformy priesakyje pri-
valo biity miisy Zmoneés.

Taigi, drasiai ir vieningai uz Europa!

Jordi Cafias, en nombre del Grupo Renew. — Sefiora presidenta, sefior Nauséda, desgraciadamente, en Europa, en muchas
ocasiones —yo dirfa que en demasiadas—, se divide a los paises en funcién de la geografia —si estdn en el norte, en el
sur o en el este—; en funcién de su poblacién —si tienen muchos millones de habitantes o pocos—; o en funcién de su
PIB —si es muy alto o es pequefio—.

Pero en muchas ocasiones llega la realidad, y la realidad actiia como un reactivo, como una prueba del verdadero
tamafio de los paises y de su importancia. Y cuando hablamos de la importancia de un pafs, miramos a Lituania y
vemos que ha demostrado ser un gran pais en los momentos de dificultad que la guerra de Ucrania ha desvelado.

Es un gran pais porque ha dado un ejemplo de generosidad, de compromiso y de solidaridad. Y lo ha hecho no solo con
las palabras, que siempre son importantes: las palabras mueven el mundo. Pero lo que mueve el mundo de verdad es
aquello que uno pone encima de la mesa cuando la verdad nos obliga: dinero, recursos, personas que uno admite como
inmigrantes. Y ahi, nuevamente, Lituania ha demostrado ser un gran pafs, porque mientras su pequefio pais destinaba
més del 1 % de su PIB, los grandes paises europeos no alcanzaban el 0,2 %.
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Entonces, cuando hablamos de los valores europeos y hablamos de qué es Europa, ¢sabe lo que es Europa?: compro-
miso, generosidad y solidaridad. Y sabe lo que es Europa?: su pais, Lituania. Porque es en los momentos de dificultad
cuando los paises, sus gobernantes y sus ciudadanos demuestran cudles son los verdaderos valores europeos y demuest-
ran qué es Europa.

Europa es un refugio. Es un refugio de la democracia, pero también es un escudo y debe ser un escudo de la democracia.
Y la democracia se defiende con compromiso, si; con generosidad, si; con serenidad, si; pero, también, con armas.
Porque la democracia se defiende también en las trincheras y, por eso, es muy importante que todos los que estamos
aqui sigamos su ejemplo, sigamos el ejemplo de Lituania a la hora de defender la democracia, los derechos y las
libertades que estan en cuestion en Ucrania. Porque Rusia es una amenaza cierta, Rusia es una amenaza militar, es una
amenaza geopolitica. Ustedes, los paises balticos, llevaban afios advirtiendo de las dependencias energéticas, de las
amenazas que suponia Rusia, y todos miraron hacia otro lado. Nuevamente los pequefios paises lideraron los valores
€europeos.

En definitiva, presidente Nauséda, gracias por estar aqui con nosotros. Transmita a sus ciudadanos el agradecimiento de
este Parlamento y del conjunto de los ciudadanos europeos y de sus representantes, porque los valores europeos, ademds
del compromiso, la generosidad y la solidaridad, ahora tienen un nuevo nombre: Lituania.

Terry Reintke, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, first of all I wish to welcome the President to the
European Parliament and, most importantly — even if we are a bit late — to say ‘Happy Independence Restoration Day’ to
Lithuania, of course.

More than anything, colleagues, the full-scale invasion of Ukraine has confirmed the need for European unity. And it is
true that only together, as Europeans, can we stand up against the brutal imperialism of the Russian regime. We have
shown here in the European Parliament that we stand for unwavering solidarity with Ukraine, be it financial, humani-
tarian, or military support, paving the way for Ukraine to become a member of the European Union.

But of course, and you have mentioned it, Mr President, we need full energy independence of the brutal Russian regime.
For too long politicians also, and especially from my home country, Germany, have ignored the alert for from our
eastern neighbours, like, for example, Lithuania, and now we are paying a high price for this.

But colleagues, one thing has to be understood. Simply switching from one energy dependency on one dictatorship to
another will not solve any of our problems. Nor does the shift from one fossil fuel dependency to another non-renew-
able energy source. The only sustainable answer that will prevent us from having the exact same problem that we have
been facing in the last year again, in two, five or ten years is to make our energy consumption 100% renewable. That is
possible and we have no time to lose. No country in the European Union will manage this alone. Only a strong
European Green Deal can make that possible.

You are absolutely right. The Green Deal for long already has not only been a measure that we need to protect our
climate or to stimulate our economy, it has become the most crucial measure also for strong security in the European
continent. But, Mr President, the fight against authoritarianism does not only happen, unfortunately, outside of the
European Union. We also have to stay vigilant inside because we can see attempts of undermining our democracy, of
undermining separation of powers, rule of law and fundamental rights in the European Union, brutal attacks on press
freedom and journalists.

We cannot stay silent in the European Union on these developments because the EU is not only a community of trade —
we share fundamental values. If we want the EU to be strong and true to its own values, we have to protect all our
citizens from these attacks, no matter whether they are from Lithuania or Portugal, no matter their gender, their skin
colour or their sexual orientation. Because safeguarding freedom and human dignity means safeguarding freedom and
human dignity for all.
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Waldemar Tomaszewski, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Szanowny Panie Prezydencie! Dzisiejsza wojna
na Ukrainie stwarza zagrozenie dla bezpieczefistwa migdzynarodowego i jest przyczyna kryzysu gospodarczego. Trwaly
pokdj jest wartoscia nadrzedng. Trwaly pokdj tez jest niezbedny i tez niezbedna jest solidarno$¢, ktéra pozwolitaby na
przetrwanie tego trudnego czasu. Z tym, ze z solidarno$cig europejska jest dzisiaj duzy problem, bo niektére wielkie
kraje prowadza wlasng, egoistyczng polityke.

Unia przezywa tez kryzys wartosci, tych wartosci, ktére budowaly niegdy$ Wspdlnote, a od ktérych niestety odcho-
dzimy. Méwig to przede wszystkim do instytucji unijnych, gdzie nie ma rozwoju demokracji i wolnej mysli polityczne;.
Niestety sztuczny uklad sit blokuje rozwdj wolnosci, blokuje wbrew demokracji, gdyz odrzuca si¢ wole duzej czedci
wyborcow, nawet do 50%.

Dzisiejszy uktad laczy cel — wladza za wszelkg ceng i podzial ,stotkéw”. To jest swoiste zawlaszczenie demokracji. Dwie
gloéwne sily w tym Parlamencie — PPE i socjaliSci, cho¢ maja teoretycznie rézne programy, to od lat zaraz po wyborach
facza sig, aby nie dopusci¢ trzeciej sily i w ten sposéb nie muszg wywigzywal si¢ ze swoich programéw. Socjalisci
obiecuja programy spoleczne, ale ich nie realizuja. Obiecujg dbanie o najubozszych, ale popieraja handel emisjami
CO,, co powoduje wzrost cen oraz ubozenie ludzi.

PPE deklaruje, ze dba o wartosci chrzescijaniskie, ale nie broni Zycia od poczgcia do naturalnej $mierci, nie chroni
malzefistwa rozumianego jako zwiazek kobiety i mezczyzny oraz czesto popiera ideologie gender, co nie ma nic wspdl-
nego z prawdziwg chadecjg.

Dodatkowo obie sily narzucajg powstanie federacji unijnej, co niszczy Europe ojczyzn, ktérg miata byé w zamysle jej
tworcéw, Schumana i innych. Niestety ten sztuczny uklad polityczny blokuje wolng mysl i ideg. Uktad PPE z socjalistami
nie dopuszcza jakiejkolwiek alternatywy, tzw. trzeciej sily. Taki system sprzyja korupcji politycznej, ktérej $wiadkami
jesteSmy w Parlamencie.

Ten szkodliwy i niedemokratyczny proceder jest tez przenoszony na poziom panstw czlonkowskich. Nawet nasz prezy-
dent Gitanas Nauséda jest atakowany, a jego wybér podwazany, chociaz otrzymat 67% gloséw. To nie sprzyja demo-
kracji.

Europa staje si¢ za sprawa ukladu PPE i socjalistow ideowg pustka. Jest w rozsypce. Dlatego w imi¢ prawdziwego
solidaryzmu europejskiego potrzebna jest trzecia czy czwarta sita, ktére bedzie w stanie uzdrowi¢ Europe, by przywré-
ci¢ jej prawdziwa twarz opartg na jej korzeniach.

To wihasnie EKR jest silg, ktora to dostrzega i chce to zmienié, o czym rozmawialiSmy ostatnio na szczytach w
Warszawie 1 Madrycie. MowiliSmy tez o potrzebie wzmocnienia niezaleznosci energetycznej Europy i rozwoju wlasnego
przemyshu, w tym ciezkiego i obronnego. Zgodnie z tg mys$la dzisiaj nie mielibySmy probleméw z kondycja obronng w
dobie agresji w Europie.

Szanowni Pafistwo! Europa i Unia potrzebuje wigcej demokracji i wolnosci opartej na warto$ciach chrzescijanskich,
tradycyjnej rodzinie i wolnej mysli, bo taka jest prawdziwa dusza Europy.

Jaak Madison, on behalf of the ID Group. — Madam President, President Nauséda of Lithuania, first of all I am more than
happy to be here as from one from the Baltic States, from Estonia. And I really appreciate your several statements that
Latvia and Lithuania have been together in history and the good and also in the bad times

If we just remind the history, it was pretty easy for Russia — they called it the Soviet Union at the time but it was
Russia, the same thing — to break down each country one by one because all those three countries, Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, had their own some kind of policy. And for Moscow, it wasn’t very hard to have some kind of deals each by
each. And the result we know pretty well and it’s just experience for the history. If you try to make some kind of deals
with Satan, you are the loser from the beginning, there is no chance.

To remind some of the necessity of the support to Ukraine. We all agree, most of us agree here. And there is different
kind of ways to help Ukraine. But the most necessary definitely is military aid. As we can see in the news, the next
weeks and the next months will be very crucial in Ukraine because both sides haven't won. And if somebody’s saying
that there is no winner in the war, there is.
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The winner can be only Ukraine, because if they lose we will be the next ones. And there is no question about that. As I
looked just on the statistics, the resources, those three Baltic states have given the biggest military and financial aid to
Ukraine. Estonia with 1%, Latvia with 0.98%, Lithuania with 0.65% of the GDP. And the fourth one is Poland
with 0.63%.

At the same time, there has been very huge help from the US and from the UK. But they can do more. And the problem
for us now is that we really don’t have a lot yet to really give to Ukraine. But there are much more to give from the US,
from the UK, also from Germany and France. Germany has given 0.17% of the GDP, France 0.07% of the GDP.

Those are just cold facts and numbers. And now the question is: are they really brave enough to make this change in the
war or not? Because if we will lose this momentum now, in the next month, we will face the new war in the next two
or three years.

So just a moment to think which kind of chances we have if somebody is talking about the peace negotiations. The
peace can be only if the conditions are good for us. And the only conditions that are good for us can be that there is no
ambitions for Russia to start any kind of aggression in next decades.

I will not say ‘forever’. We shouldn’t be very naive. Russia will not disappear. But the only thing what we can do is just
to weaken them as much as possible and to show that they cannot win their neighbours.

And finally, I would like to really thank you that Lithuania was one of the countries two years ago who showed how to
deal with illegal migration. There is no question that if you are the war refugee, you need help. There is no doubt. But
what we saw in Belarus, it was just illegal migration, what was used by Belarus for the hybrid attacks. And Lithuania,
together with Poland, just shut down the border and said ‘there is no way to enter to the European countries through
those countries illegally’, because if you open the border, there would be no ending, no ending at all.

And you did absolutely well. So labai acit, thank you so much. And good luck for the Baltic cooperation.

Anpitprog Hanadnpotng, £ ovopartog e opadac The Left. — Kupla Tpoedpe, Tpoedpe Nauséda, [poedpe e Aouvaviac,
oag kahwoopilw oto Eupwnaikd KowoPoUho. ‘Oheg ot moArtikéc opades, and v mpotn ouypr, ekepdoape v Eekddapn,
andAuT katadikn pag amévavtt ot peotkn ewofoln oty Oukpavia kat 1) tapoucia oag 0o elvar pia evkatpia va culnTrooupe
0 pEMov e Euvponaikrs Eveonc: Tt mpémet va kavoupe yia va otapatroet 1 Eupenaikn Eveon va yepvdet, va aduvatilet o
YEOMONITIKOG KAl 0 OIKOVORIKOG TG pOAOG 0TOV MAGVITN Kat va KvijDel amoTEAECPATIKOTEPA VIOl VO AVTIHETOTIOEL TIG AMALTTOEIG
KOl TIG AYOVIEG TGV TOMTAOV.

Ta va ta metuyoupe autd, xpewalopaote o Euponaikr Evoon mou va pnv eivar anheg pa kowr ayopd kat «<\Myo and moArtikr
&voonp. Xpelalopaote évav o 1oXUpo KOWOTIKO TpoUnoAoyiopo, peyalltepo and to 1% tou euponaikol AEI, pe mepiooote-
poug id10ug MOPOUC, fe Mo TOANG XPIHATA Yia TN HEWOT] TOV KOWGVIKGV aVIGOTH TV, Tou &xouv auéndel, yia va otrpicoupe
TIG O QTWYEG YOPES KAL TIG MO QTWXES KOWWVIKEG KaTnyopies, yia va ulonoujcoupe to Green Deal: pua Evponaikr Eveon
TOU TIPEMEL Va mapapeivel eva mpoTlekt eiprvie kat dnpokpatiag. Tati i dnpokpatia umogépet kar pEoa oty Eupomnaikn Eveon:
kar oty TTohwvia kat oty Ouyyapia, duotuyas kot ot matpida pou v ENAAda, kat dev vopio, kUpte TIpoedpe, va elote kat
€0€IG IKavoTotévog OtL 1 djpokpatia eivar ota kaAUtepd g Kot ot Awouavia. [Tpénet Aomov va cefopacte 0 kptog
dikaiou kat va anogUiyoupe Tov kivduvo g mapdhuong oto Tupfoudio, Omou cuxva 1) Opogevia yivetar OmAo oTa Xépla
expraotav, kuPepviicenv mou pmhokdapouv T Aertoupyia ¢ Eupondikrs Eveong, yia va ekPiaoouv, va mETUXOUV KATL yia T
OUIQEPOVTAL TOUG.

Ta ) dielpuvon va eipaote ehikpiveic. Na pnv unooyopacte otoug Aaoug e MoASafiag, e Tewpylag kar ¢ Oukpaviag
npdypata mou YENouv xpovia kat aAhayéc kat mpoumodéoels. ITpootéte! H dielpuvon mpog ta Autikd Bakkavia anogaciotrke
ot Zuvodo g Oeocalovikng, oty matpida pou, o 2003 kar 20 xpodvia petd, ot Xopes Tov Autikov Bakkavioy mepipévouy
and ©v Evpenaiki Eveoon va ulonot)oel TiG deopeUOEIS TG KAl QUOIKA KAl QUTEG TPEMEL VA KAVOUV TIG HETAPPUIHIOEIS TTOU
anartovvtat. Na pnv enavahdfoupe to ido Addog, unooyopevor aikiotika mpaypata mou dev PTOPoULE va MPAYHATOTOU|GOUHE
avpto.
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Nicolas Bay (NI). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, vendredi dernier, 8 Washington,
Ursula von der Leyen s'est soumise a Joe Biden. Sans mandat du Conseil, la présidente de la Commission européenne
y a annoncé notre alignement total sur les intéréts américains. Elle a sacrifié notre industrie automobile et promis un
accord sur les minerais de terres rares. Elle s'inscrit ainsi, sans aucun contrdle, dans une stratégie américaine dangereuse
de tensions avec la Chine.

Bien sar, nous sommes attachés a I'amitié historique qui nous lie aux Etats-Unis et, évidlemment, a TOTAN en tant
qualliance défensive. Mais les intéréts vitaux, commerciaux, géopolitiques de I'Europe ne se confondent évidemment
pas avec ceux de Washington. La guerre a nos frontieres en Ukraine, la sécurité alimentaire et énergétique de nos pays,
notre compétitivité économique doivent rester nos seules préoccupations.

Mme von der Leyen semble poursuivre en réalité un agenda personnel. Elle donne des gages dans l'espoir sans doute de
devenir secrétaire générale de 'OTAN en 2024. Mais dans un monde plus incertain que jamais, 'Europe et ses nations
doivent agir de conserve pour retrouver la voie de la puissance qui seule peut garantir I'indépendance. Le Conseil
européen doit donc urgemment reprendre la main, remettre Ursula von der Leyen a sa place et défendre d'abord les
intéréts de notre continent.

Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Madam President, President Nauséda, Commissioner, I remember that, in the late 1970s, my
father, with a map in his hand, taught me, my brother and my sister, that Baltic states were not Soviet Union. They were
occupied and they remained independent.

I remember that, in 1987, our Prime Minister, from our party, Cavaco Silva — who was Prime Minister ten years and
President of the Republic ten years — had a huge conflict with the Parliament because he didn’t agree with a visit to the
Soviet Union, where the territories of Baltic states were included. And the government fell down because he was
defending this principle.

So, I have to tell you that, for decades, we were in the European Union defending the sovereignty and the future of
democracy and freedom to Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.

And today, Mr President, we are very proud because your country became a world front runner of defence, of democ-
racy, of freedom, of human rights. This was clear when you sent all the support to the Ukrainian people, but also when
you are claiming for democracy in Belarus and when you are saying that you don’t accept the blackmail of China.

The example of the Ukrainian solidarity shows that you want for other countries in Europe, and I dare say in world, the
same fate that Lithuania had, which was in a very, very oppressive regime and managed to become independent and to
give freedom, prosperity and human rights’ respect to all the citizens.

I would like to thank you, to say aciii, Mr President, to all the Lithuanian people and also to you and to your govern-
ment. Let me try to invite you to have here your say on the prospects for Belarus and how we should shape our relation
with China. Because the Lithuanian experience is a very important one and can set the example to all of us.

Domeénec Ruiz Devesa (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, seflor Nauséda, presidente de la Reptblica de Lituania, yo he
compartido absolutamente su discurso en los elementos de firmeza respecto de Rusia, de apoyo total a Ucrania, en la
defensa de su integridad y su soberanfa. También, en la apertura a la ampliacién, por supuesto, para Ucrania, para
Moldavia, para Georgia y también, como se ha recordado, para los Balcanes Occidentales. Tiene todo mi apoyo en esa
agenda que ha planteado.

Al mismo tiempo, si me gustaria decirle que esa agenda requiere, si somos honestos y si somos creibles, también una
mencién, que no he encontrado en su discurso, a la necesaria profundizacién del proyecto politico. Para mi debe quedar
claro, y hablo también en esta ocasién como portavoz de mi grupo en la materia de asuntos constitucionales, que no
puede haber ampliacién sin profundizacién. No es sostenible ir a un Consejo de Asuntos Exteriores con 30, 32 o 33
Estados con derecho de veto en politica exterior, por ejemplo. O que necesitemos también una unanimidad para aprobar
el marco financiero plurianual con 33 Estados miembros y, no olvidemos, 33 ratificaciones nacionales.
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Por tanto, sefior presidente Nauséda, le animo a que también contribuya en el debate en el Consejo Europeo para abrir
el camino para la adopcion de un nuevo Tratado mds democritico, mds eficiente y, por tanto, mds federal.

Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Président, Messieurs les Commissaires, il faut du
courage pour soutenir inconditionnellement le peuple ukrainien, comme la Lituanie I'a toujours fait. Il faut du courage
pour ouvrir ses frontieres en accueillant et protégeant les opposants au régime dictatorial de Loukachenko. 1l faut du
courage pour saffirmer face a un voisin russe belliqueux aux menaces expansionnistes. Il faut du courage pour tenir téte
a l'autoritarisme chinois. Il faut du courage pour ne jamais tourner le dos a ses alliés.

Ce courage, votre pays l'a eu, votre peuple l'incarne. Votre pays nous a montré ce que certains ne voulaient et ne veulent
toujours pas voir: que la souveraineté nationale est renforcée par la solidarité européenne. Votre pays démontre ce que
certains rejettent: qu'une plus grande unité européenne est synonyme de protection de nos valeurs et de nos concitoyens.
Oui, I'Union européenne doit rester toujours unie. Cest pourquoi, et vous l'avez évoqué, un instrument anti-coercition
fort, réactif, effectif, ne pouvant étre bloqué par un Etat membre, est un 1mperat1f Oui, c’est une nécessité que de
pouvoir réagir, que de pouvoir nous protéger quand des Etats tiers cherchent a limiter notre liberté.

Monsieur le Président, votre pays et les Lituaniens montrent quagir en Européens est la seule voie qui permette de
défendre la démocratie, de répondre aux enjeux d'aujourd’hui, de bétir notre autonomie stratégique. Face a la pandémie,
nous avons agi en Européens: I'achat groupé de vaccins, le transfert de patients entre Etats membres, 'adoption du plan
de relance. Face a l'agression illégale et injustifiée de I'Ukraine, nous agissons en Européens: sanctions, aides macrofinan-
ciére, fourniture d’armes. Face a la crise énergétique, nous continuons d’agir en Européens: création de nouvelles lignes
d’approvisionnement, réinvestissement dans de nouvelles énergies vertes, création d’'un fonds social pour le climat.

Face aux sirénes de la division, nous devons continuer d’agir en Européens: renforgons le dialogue entre nos sociétés,
renforcons le dialogue entre nos Etats, renforcons le dialogue avec les Etats tiers. Continuons a agir en Européens
souverains et solidaires. Car pour sortir des dépendances critiques, pour nourrir nos concitoyens, pour relever le défi
de la transition climatique, pour ne laisser personne de coté, nous devons dialoguer, progresser, mais surtout agir
ensemble.

Au Parlement, nous y sommes préts. A nous de suivre cette voie. La voie que votre peuple dresse pour que ces actions
ne restent pas sans réponse et que nous soyons collectivement a la hauteur des préoccupations et des aspirations de tous
les Européens. Et permettez-moi aussi, Monsieur le Président, de dire, alors que mon collegue Nicolas Bay a déja quitté
I'hémicycle et n'a pas dit un mot pour votre pays, que les Francais ne se situeront jamais sur les lignes défendues par le
Rassemblement national et tous les extrémes.

Bronis Ropé (Verts/ALE). — Gerbiama Pirmininke, gerbiamas Prezidente, Komisijos nariai, kolegos. Noriu, gerbiamas
Prezidente, nuoSirdziai padékoti Jums uZ savo indélj ir nuolatinj darbg, kurj darote siekdamas suteikti reikiama, biiting ir
savalaike paramg Ukrainai. Jiis $io karo i§vakarése lankétés ir susitikote su Ukrainos prezidentu, nepasiduodamas jtikiné-
jate kity Saliy vadovus, kad biitina remti Ukraina organizuojant finansing, karing parama ir teikiant visg reikalingg
parama. UZ tal nuoSirdus Jums acit. Bet vis délto norétysi ir aktyvesnés Jasy politikos sprendziant, tame tarpe ir
Lietuvos, vidaus problemas, tokias kaip milziniska infliacija, pakilusios maisto bei energetikos kainos, banky palikany
Suolis, kai tampa sudétinga atskiroms Seimoms i§gyventi. Neramina Salies Gkininky gaunamos pajamos, pieno krizés
suvaldymas ir Sios krizés galimi padariniai Lietuvos Zemés tikio ateiciai. Pergyvenu, kad regioniné Salies politika vis dar
nepateisino ltikes¢iy, nes pajamy atotrikis tarp gyvenanciy Salies regionuose ir sostinéje dar vis délto yra pakankamai
rySkus. Tai kartu, Zinoma, yra ir Europos problemos. Suprantu, kad karas Ukrainoje paastrino $ias problemas. Bet vien
tai konstatuoti — néra iSeitis. Blity neteisinga dvejoti ir nesiimti veiksmy, kurie pagerinty Europos Zmoniy gyvenima.
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Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Panie Prezydencie! Szanowni Pafistwo! To bylo wazne wystgpienie.
Bardzo zaluje, Ze tak malo, okolo 60 postéw, a wigc mniej niz 10% Parlamentu tego stuchalo, bo warto stucha¢ glosu
Litwy, krajow nadbattyckich, z naszego regionu. Zaluje, no ale taka jest rzeczywisto$é. Ciesze sig, ze spotykamy sie
znowu, bo Pan Prezydent przyjechal do Polski na nasze $wigto narodowe. To byla symboliczna wizyta, wazne przestanie
polityczne.

Natomiast myslalem co dzisiaj Pan powie, Panie Prezydencie? I przewidzialem wszystko to, co Pan powiedzial.
Przewidziatem, poniewaz wiedziatem, ze bedzie Pan méwit o Ukrainie. Za to dzigkuje. Ze bedzie Pan méwit o historii
i bedzie chcial Pan pokazaé Litwe jako kraj, ktory jest czgScig tego europejskiego mainstreamu. Pamigtam zreszta, jak
Seimas, Parlament Litwy, jako jedyny i jako pierwszy zaglosowal przez aklamacje za przyjeciem konstytucji europejskiej,
odrzuconej potem zresztg w referendach przez Holandig i Francje. Mysle jednak, ze czasem warto dyskutowacl i spieraé
sie, gdy chodzi o Europe, bo z takiego sporu wynikajg decyzje, ktére moga na dluzsza mete by¢ dla Unii Europejskiej
dobre. Na koniec wierzg, ze bedzie Pan Prezydent wspieral mniejszo$¢ polska na Litwie, bo pluralizm, bo ochrona
mniejszosci jest czyms, co w Unii Europejskiej jest absolutnie fundamentem.

Jodo Pimenta Lopes (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, aqui estamos perante mais um discurso que, apontando a guerra,
sem apontar solugdes para lhe por fim, ai procura o bode expiatério de todos os males. E, no entanto, para os proble-
mas concretos com que os povos se confrontam — agravados pelas politicas de sangdes, de liberalizagdo de setores, de
concentra¢do da producdo, da precariedade e baixos saldrios que a Unido Europeia promove — continuam a faltar
solugdes.

Onde estdo as medidas para inverter o aumento da pobreza e interromper a indecente concentra¢io da riqueza? Onde
estdo as medidas para conter a perda de poder de compra e o aumento brutal do custo de vida? Quais as medidas para
por fim aos aproveitamentos e especulagio dos grandes grupos econdmicos e financeiros e aos seus lucros obscenos?
Que iniciativas para investir nos servicos ptiblicos e defender a seguranca social universal e soliddria? Quais as propostas
para por fim ao assalto a direitos laborais, a0 aumento da exploragdo, da precariedade e da desregulagdo do hordrio de
trabalho?

Os povos querem paz, querem o que lhes estd a ser negado.

Em Portugal, como um pouco por toda a Europa, intensifica-se a mobilizagdo das populacdes, dos trabalhadores.
Multiplicam-se as agdes reivindicativas pelo direito a uma vida digna, a trabalho com direitos, a0 aumento de saldrios.
Pelo fim da especulagdo e dos aproveitamentos, pela intervencdo nos mercados, pela fixagdo de pre¢os médximos. Pelo
direito a satde, a educacio, a habitacdo. Pela paz.

E esta a voz que vos falta escutar.

Sven Simon (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Prisident! Sie haben gesagt, ich zitiere: ,Durch Gewalt und Liigen soll das
zerstort werden, was uns in Europa kostbar und wertvoll ist.“ So ist es. Meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren, der
brutale russische Angriffskrieg gegen die Ukraine hat uns fir die europiische Einigung zwei Erkenntnisse gebracht.
Erstens: Die Staaten in Europa sind in ihrer Verteidigung aufeinander angewiesen. Die NATO und eine europdische
Verteidigungsunion sind so wichtig wie nie zuvor. Zweitens: Auch in der Energieversorgung sind wir voneinander

abhingig.

Deutschland — es ist schon angeklungen — wire in den letzten Jahren gut beraten gewesen, in der Energiepolitik den
eindringlichen Appellen aus Estland, Lettland, vor allen Dingen auch Litauen und von den polnischen Kollegen zu folgen.
Frither haben wir in Deutschland gesagt: Die Zukunft der baltischen Staaten liegt in Europa.

Heute — das sage ich auch als deutscher Abgeordneter, mit Blick auf Verteidigung, auf Energie, aber vor allen Dingen,
Herr Prisident, auch auf die klare Orientierung, die Sie hier vorgetragen haben — kann ich sagen: Die Zukunft Europas
liegt im Baltikum. Sie haben gesagt, ich zitiere noch einmal: ,Der Geist des baltischen Weges muss Europa leiten.“ Auch
dabei mochte ich Thnen zustimmen. In der Tat. Aber wenn wir manchmal iiber die Zukunft Europas sprechen, dann
werden Sorgen vorgetragen, dass weitere europdische Integrationsschritte die Mitspracherechte von kleinen Staaten
beschneiden konnten. Ich denke, der baltische Weg zeigt uns: Das Gegenteil ist der Fall.

Gemeinsame europdische Entscheidungen konnen uns vor nationalen Alleingdngen bewahren. Deshalb muss dieser
grausame Angriffskrieg ein Weckruf sein. Sie haben es gesagt: Wir stehen an einem historischen Scheideweg. Wenn
wir tiber die Verteidigungsfahigkeit Europas sprechen, diirfen wir uns nicht linger davon abhingig machen, wer gerade
durch Zufall ins Weife Haus gewahlt wird. Wir stehen vor wichtigen Schritten, die wir nur geeint als eine europiische
Antwort geben konnen: Verteidigung, Energie, Sie haben viele andere Beispiele und Themen genannt.
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Jean-Claude Juncker hat einmal gesagt: Wir haben in Europa zwei Arten von Staaten, kleine Staaten und solche Staaten,
die wissen, dass sie klein sind. Und der Kollege Cafias hat gesagt: Mit der richtigen Politik kann man in Europa als
kleines Land ein ganz grofles Land werden.

Wir im Europiischen Parlament haben es vorgemacht. Aus einem kleinen Mitgliedstaat kann eine Abgeordnete etwas
ganz Grofles werden. Ich bin nach einem Jahr immer noch stolz darauf, dass wir Roberta Metsola aus einem kleinen
Land als Prisidentin gewahlt haben. Daran sehen Sie auch symbolisch: Aus einem kleinen Land kann man etwas ganz
GrofSes werden und machen.

Leszek Miller (S&D). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Panie Prezydencie! Kolezanki i Koledzy! Za miesigc, 16 kwietnia,
minie 20 lat od podpisania przez rzady Polski i Litwy w Atenach traktatu akcesyjnego, bedacego prawng podstawg
wejScia naszych krajéw do Unii Europejskiej. Razem z nami uczynilo to jeszcze osiem panstw i bylo to najwigksze
rozszerzenie Unii Europejskiej w calej jej historii. Mialem zaszczyt jako polski premier podpisaé traktat i na pewno w
Polsce i na Litwie 20-lecie bedzie dobra okazja do réznych ocen i bilanséw naszego czlonkostwa. Jestem przekonany,
Panie Prezydencie, ze Pan te 20 lat ocenia bardzo dobrze, tak jak i ja, i inni, i wielu Polakdow.

Nie tylko historia jest wazna, ale przede wszystkim dyskusja na temat przysztosci Europy, podtrzymywanie idei, ktéra
nas jednoczy. Ta idea spelnia si¢ w pomocy dla Ukrainy, ktéra odpiera rosyjska agresje, ale tez w przestrzeganiu euro-
pejskich wartosci, zasad praworzadnosci, spotecznej sprawiedliwosci, rownorzednosci praw kobiet i mezczyzn, pomocy
dla wszystkich, ktorzy jej oczekuja. Potrafimy si¢ odradzaé i budowaé mosty. Jest to stuszna droga i nalezy ja kontynuo-
wac z my$lg o terazniejszosci oraz o przyszlych pokoleniach, poglebiad integracje europejska i przestrzegaé tych wszyst-
kich warto$ci, ktore takze nas tutaj na tej sali zebraly. Jestem przekonany, ze zaréwno Litwa, jak i wszystkie inne kraje
czlonkowskie beda konsekwentnie szly tg droga.

Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear President Nauséda, you are very welcome to our House. You refer
to summer 2021, when Lukashenko brutally instrumentalised migrants by sending them to your border. The EU stood
behind your country as it was an attack on the EU and also an attack on our values. But the only right response is a
value-based one.

The Court of Justice last summer was crystal clear: Lithuania’s legislation allowing for pushbacks, automatic detention
and denial of the right to asylum is illegal under EU law. Despite this, your government approved a bill further legalising
these illegal policies. And we hear your government justify these violations under the misguided arguments of fighting
instrumentalisation. But what you are doing is fighting innocent victims in need of protection.

So I urge you to stop these pushbacks and arbitrary detentions, and to adjust the legislation in line with the Court of
Justice ruling. Don’t turn away refugees at the border, but turn away from unlawful policies. Restore the rule of law at
the EU’s borders. Defend EU values and we will stand with you!

Karlo Ressler (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, hvala puno. Predsjednice, kolegice i kolege, zajedno s baltickim
susjedima Litva, ali isto tako i Ukrajina, i Hrvatska, moja drzava, kroz svoju povijest borila se protiv represije, borila se
za slobodu, ¢uvajudi svoj identitet, Cuvajudi svoj jezik i cuvajudi svoju kulturu.

Sve to dok se nasa sloboda nije uzimala zdravo za gotovo i dok su je mnogi osporavali prije svega, snazniji i veci
susjedi. I Hrvatska i Ukrajina pretrpjele su agresiju, Hrvatska se obranila, oslobodila, i danas itekako dobro zna kroz
$to Ukrajina prolazi. Godine pripremane agresije, snazne propagandne udare, ali isto tako i orkestriranje i podupiranje
unutarnje pobune. To danas Zivi Ukrajina, to je preZiviela Hrvatska a sustinski se sve to pripremalo, mozda u razlicitim
oblicima, i za balticke drzave. Balticke drzave u proteklom desetlje¢u osjetile su dezinformacijske udare, kao i udare na
svoju digitalnu infrastrukturu. Ukrajina takoder danas najvise trpi napade na civilnu infrastrukturu. Hrvatska, iako daleko
od bilo kakve vojne ugroze, i danas je izloZena razli¢itim kulturoloskim presezanjima. Iako smo u mnogo toga razliciti i
u razli¢itim povijesnim trenucima, jedno nam je itekako zajednicko. Znamo tko smo, znamo koje su nase vrijednosti i
znamo gdje pripadamo.

[ upravo zato je najvaznije da svaki kutak Europe, neovisno o tome koliko nam se nekada ¢ini da smo daleko od ijedne
ratne ili digitalne bojiSnice, da upravo nasa sloboda, nasa sigurnost i nasa buducnost je ono o ¢emu se odlucuje i u
Ukrajini danas.

ELL: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C[2023/1466/oj 33/151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

Isabel Santos (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, senhor Presidente Nauséda, permita que comece por expressar o meu
reconhecimento pela forma corajosa e determinada com que a Litudnia tem defendido os valores europeus face aos
regimes autocraticos, ndo s6 de Putin e Lukashenko, mas também, e é bom que se vinque, de Xi Jinping. E, realmente,
um exemplo para muitos outros paises da Unido Europeia.

Contudo, tenho que dizer que estive, hd exatamente um ano, na Litudnia e pude testemunhar as condi¢des desumanas a
que os migrantes e requerentes de asilo provenientes do Médio Oriente, da Asia e da Africa estavam sujeitos, depois de
terem sido utilizados por Lukashenko como armas de arremesso.

Um ano volvido, muitas destas pessoas foram libertadas e as condi¢des melhoraram, sabemos disso. Porém, os Médicos
Sem Fronteiras tiveram que encerrar as suas operagdes devido as restricdes que lhes eram impostas e alertam para o
facto de, em 2022, terem ocorrido mais de 8000 push-backs cometidos por guardas de fronteira lituanos, os quais
continuam a verificar-se.

Senhor Presidente, as violagdes de direitos humanos, as violagdes do direito internacional ndo podem ser combatidas
com mais violagdes de direitos humanos e mais violagdes do direito internacional. Estou certa de que poderdo ter para
com os refugiados vindos de outras proveniéncias o0 mesmo grau de humanidade que tiveram para com os refugiados da
Ucrania.

Juozas Olekas (S&D). — Pirmininke, gerbiamas Prezidente, mieli kolegos, didZiuojuosi, kad esu Lietuvos atstovas.
Gerbiamas Prezidente, Jis paminéjote Slovingg musy istorija. Bet a§ pasakysiu — per paskutinius 19 mety, kada mes
tapome Europos Sgjungos nariais, i§ tikryjy Suolis buvo didZiulis. ISaugo misy vidaus produktas — daugiau kaip tris
kartus ir beveik pasieké 90 procenty Europos Sajungos vidurkio. Mes esame pilnateis¢ Europos Sajungos ir euroatlanti-
nio aljanso nariai. Paskutiniai metai, be abejo, buvo labai tokie su is$ukiais dideliais: COVID-19, toliau Baltarusijos
diktatoriaus pavogti rinkimai Baltarusijoje, Rusijos karas prie§ Ukraina. Jusy Ekscelencija, dékoju uz Jusy asmenines
iniciatyvas ir telkimg, paramg Ukrainai. Taip pat naudodamas proga noriu padékoti Lietuvos Zmonéms, priémusiems
pabégélius ir parémusiems Ukraing ir jos ginkluotasias pajégas. Siandien vyksta diskusijos, bet visiskai sutinku su
agresoriy nubaudimas bei pilnateis¢ Ukrainos narysté Europos Sajungoje ir NATO. Jis paminéjote ne tik Rusijos dikta-
toriy, bet ir Baltarusijos. Beveik pusantro tikstancio politiniy kaliniy Baltarusijoje, kurie yra laikomi neZmoniskomis
salygomis. Todél noréciau paprasyti, kad Vadovy Taryboje, kartu ir su Europos Parlamento paraginimu, mes padarytume
viskg, kad politiniai kaliniai biity paleisti, jskaitant Aleksej Beliacki, Maria Kalesnikava, Mikalai Statkevich ir kiti.
Nepaisant to, Rusijos agresijos sukeltos krizés ekonomikoje, kituose sektoriuose ir masy pilie¢iy atsparumo, kai kas i3
tos krizés pasipelno. Mes matéme energetikos sektoriuje, kai kur farmacijos, banky sektoriuje didziulius vir§pelnius.
Manau, kad reikéty bendry pastangy, kad tie vir§pelniai buty pazaboti ir 1éSos paskirstytos labiausiai reikalingai gynybai
ir gerovés valstybés kirimui. Taip pat matome, kaip svarbu uZtikrinti maisto gamyba. Ir ¢ia mano kolega mingjo, kad i3
tikryjy laikas vélgi bendrom pastangom padaryti, kad Europos Gkininkai gauty vienodg paramg ir tiesioginés i§mokos
pasiekty Baltijos valstybés akininkus, kad galétume gyventi socialiai teisingoje Europoje.

President. — President Nauséda, the floor is now yours to answer the questions, varying arguments and points that have
been made over the past hour.

Gitanas Nauséda, President of Lithuania. — Madam President, first of all, I would like to react to some comments made by
the colleagues, your parliamentary Members from Lithuania, for example, Mr Tomaszewski regretted that I am attacked
by some political parties in Lithuania even after the elections where I collected 67% of votes.

You know, I am new man in the politics. I went to the politics in 2009. In 2019, as an independent candidate, I was
elected President of Lithuania. But one issue I realised being in the politics is that the politics is not just peaceful and
coexistence with the political parties. This is a fight. This is a competition, and this is not a competition for my own
interests, but it's a competition for the ideas I present.
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And one of the main priorities for which I went to the politics and my programme was dedicated to the social welfare
state idea. And even in being in this competition, sometimes with the opposition, sometimes with ruling coalition, we
were able to implement some very important measures which will make the life of some sensitive and exposed groups
of society better. First of all, the pensioners, socially, affected families and so on and so on.

Now some comments on migration. I would like to touch the issue of migration because this is very important. We
have two kinds of migration: migration which is caused by just spontaneous movements of the people from countries
where there are some social problems, those countries which are in a state of war.

And this second kind of migration, we call it instrumentalised migration. And we faced this phenomenon into 2020.
People just became the weapons in the hands of some totalitarian leaders which are near to us, for example, Mr
Lukashenka. And he used deliberately this kind of migration, just trying to destabilise the situation in my country and
in European Union.

What do we need in this situation? We need a very clear legal framework in order to deal with this kind of challenges. if
we will not have it we will just put the instruments into the hands of Lukashenka or Putin to attack us, to destabilise us.
And this is not good.

So this is the reason why we ask European Parliament, we ask European Commission to provide this kind of legal
framework in order to be more efficient and in order to be more successful in fighting illegal migration.

Of course this is not only one issue, there are many other issues. And we have we have to strengthen our strategic
communication. We have to help these people, which returned to their origin countries to be reintegrated into the
society. And we have much to be, much more active in the countries of origin of migration and transit of migration.

Now about Ukraine: why is Lithuania is taking the lead in providing the support to Ukraine? I can explain it by telling
you some historic facts. There was a time in the 14th, 15th, 16th century when we were in the same commonwealth,
the Commonwealth of Lithuanians co-existing with Belarusians and Ukrainians. And it was very peaceful formation of
the countries, one common body of countries, and there was full respect of the nations to each other, even the nations
which belong to different language groups. They have very different traditions. And, you know, these kind of feelings
that we remember lead to empathy towards Ukraine. We treat them like the brothers and sisters, they are our brothers
and sisters.

The second reason: Lithuania has no one else — probably maybe Baltic countries and Poland, putting them together —
who understands that the fight. In the battle on the battlefields in Ukraine it is a freedom fight. But not only the
freedom fight for Ukrainians, this is our freedom fight. Because, as my colleague, I think, from Estonia mentioned, the
second target will be the Baltic countries, Poland, maybe Romania, and there will be third target if Putin is not stopped
in Ukraine. There will be next targets, we have to be fully aware of it.

China: yes, Lithuania has some interesting, challenging history of relations with China. Several years ago, we decided to
leave so-called format of ‘17 plus one’ because we realised that this format is not promising very much to us and
implementing very important infrastructure projects and so on and so on. And we decided to leave it. And we still
defend the idea that we have to speak with China with one voice.

So 27 countries plus one’ would be the most suitable format in communication and relations with China. Some other
countries followed our example, and now this format is already 13 or 14 plus one. And I think that sooner or later we
will come to the conclusion that the best way to deal with China is just 27 plus one.

Enlargement of European Union: this is very important and we are a keen proponent of enlargement of Europe. We
defend the right of our nations to join the European Union sooner or later. So this is the reason why we support the
aspirations of Moldova, the aspirations of Ukraine, the aspirations of Georgia, because we remember very well what a
powerful trigger from progress our membership in the European Union was.
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As we entered European Union, we started from 43% of GDP per capita. Now we already reached 86% of GDP per
capita, and we are running forward with excellent speed. So this is a huge opportunity to be European, but this is also a
responsibility.

To be European means responsibility, to be sensible, to be united and to help the countries in need. And this country in
need is now Ukraine. So we have to understand and remember it very well.

President. — Thank you, Mr President.
The sitting will resume in approximately one minute, when we start with the vote.

(The sitting was briefly suspended)

6. Posédzio atnaujinimas
(The sitting resumed at 12.12)

Markus Buchheit (ID). — Frau Prisidentin! Wir hatten hier gestern ein recht durchwachsenes Stimmungsbild zur Gebiu-
deeffizienzrichtlinie, und deswegen hitte ich einen Antrag nach Artikel 59 der Geschiftsordnung. Wir haben das Chaos
gesehen, das sich jetzt gerade im Rat ausbreitet in Bezug auf die Abschaffung des Verbrennungsmotors. Wir sehen auch
jetzt schon den Widerstand zweier Mitgliedstaaten gegen die Gebdudeeffizienzrichtlinie, und wir sehen den erheblichen
Widerstand auch hier im Hause fraktionsiibergreifend gegen den Zwangscharakter der entsprechenden Mafnahmen. Ich
stelle deswegen den Antrag, diesen Vorschlag an den Ausschuss zuriickzuiiberweisen.

President. — We will take this point when we come to the vote on that file.

7. Balsuoti skirtas laikas
President. — The next item is the vote.

(For the results and other details of the vote: see Minutes)

7.1. Prasymas atSaukti Ioanniso Lagoso (Ioannis Lagos) imunitetg (A9-0053/2023 - Andrzej
Halicki) (balsavimas)

7.2. Prasymas atSaukti Nicolauso Festo (Nicolaus Fest) imuniteta (A9-0055/2023 - Ilana
Cicurel) (balsavimas)

7.3. Europos prisitaikymo prie globalizacijos padariniy fondo 1éSy mobilizavimas -
Belgijos paraiska EGF/2022/002 BE/TNT (A9-0043/2023 - Olivier Chastel) (balsavimas)

7.4. PrieStaravimas pagal Darbo tvarkos taisykliy 112 straipsnio 2 ir 3 dalis: genetiskai
modifikuoti aliejiniai rapsai MON 94100 (MON-94100-2) (B9-0162/2023)
(balsavimas)

7.5. Roro keleiviniai laivai: stovumo reikalavimai (A9-0255/2022 - Roberts Zile)
(balsavimas)
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7.6.

7.7.

7.8.

7.9.

Valstybéms naréms nustatomi jpareigojimai sumazinti iSmetamy S$iltnamio efekta
sukelian¢iy dujy metinj kiekj (Pastangy pasidalijimo reglamentas) (A9-0163/2022 -
Jessica Polfjird) (balsavimas)

Zemés naudojimas, Zemés naudojimo keitimas ir miskininkysté (LULUCF)
(A9-0161/2022 - Ville Niinist6) (balsavimas)

Sajungos apyvartiniy tarsos leidimy prekybos sistemos rinkos stabilumo rezervo per-
Zitira (A9-0045/2022 - Cyrus Engerer) (balsavimas)

Pastaty energinis naudingumas (nauja redakcija) (A9-0033/2023 - Ciarin Cuffe)
(balsavimas)

— Before the vote:

President. - We move to the report by Mr Cuffe on energy performance of buildings. Now we come back to the
request by Mr Buchheit. Your request, Mr Buchheit, has to be dealt with. We will need to check the low threshold.

Mr Zanni, is this your group’s request? It is a different procedure. There is no low threshold.

— After the vote on the Commission proposal:

Ciardn Cuffe, rapporteur. — Madam President, a compelling case for the renovation of buildings.

But on the substantial issue, I would like to refer the file back to committee for interinstitutional negotiations.

(Parliament decided to refer the matter back to the committee responsible under Rule 59(4))

7.10.

Duomeny aktas (A9-0031/2023 - Pilar del Castillo Vera) (balsavimas)

— After the vote on the Commission proposal:

Pilar del Castillo Vera, rapporteur. — Madam President, I would like to request referral back to committee for interinsti-
tutional negotiations pursuant to Rule 59(4).

(Parliament decided to refer the matter back to the committee responsible under Rule 59(4))

7.11.

7.12.

Metinis pranesimas apie Europos ombudsmeno 2021 m. veikly (A9-0054/2023 -
Anne-Sophie Pelletier) (balsavimas)

Politikos suderinamumas vystymosi labui (A9-0019/2023 - Janina Ochojska)
(balsavimas)

— Before the vote:

Janina Ochojska, Sprawozdawczyni. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Celem tego sprawozdania jest ocena dotychczasowych rezul-
tatbw w zakresie stosowania PCD oraz przedstawienie rekomendacji dla poszczegdlnych instytucji europejskich. Bez
PCD dzialania na rzecz rozwoju tracg na efektywnosci oraz skutecznosci. Dzigkuje wszystkim postom zaangazowanym
w powstanie tego sprawozdania i licze na wspdlprace we wdrazaniu jego postulatéw.

— After the vote:

ELL: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C[2023/1466/oj

37/151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

President. — This concludes the vote.

(The sitting was briefly suspended)

PREDSEDNICTVI: DITA CHARANZOVA

mistoptedsedkyné
8. Posédzio atnaujinimas
(The sitting resumed at 12.48.)
9. 2023 m. Europos ekonominés politikos koordinavimo semestras — Europos

ekonominés politikos koordinavimo semestras: 2023 m. uZimtumo ir socialiniai pri-
oritetai (diskusijos)

President. — The next item is the Joint debate on the European Semester — the report by Irene Tinagli on the European
Semester for economic policy coordination 2023 [2022/2150(INI)] (A9-0044/2023) and the report by Estrella Durd
Ferrandis on the European Semester for economic policy coordination: Employment and social priorities for 2023
[2022/2151(INI)] (A9-0051/2023).

Mrs Tinagli, the floor is yours.

Irene Tinagli, rapporteur. — Madam President, last year, when we debated the Semester report in this House, war had just
broken out in Ukraine. The war had, and is still having, a devastating impact on the Ukrainian population. To a
completely different extent it had, and it still having, an impact on us as well.

The EU was one of the most exposed advanced economies to downward risks, given its proximity to Ukraine and also
the heavy reliance on energy imports, particularly on gas from Russia. The impact of high energy prices and the sub-
sequent inflation led to the erosion of household purchasing power and industry competitiveness, in particular that of
SMEs.

So, on the one hand, we all know that the low and stable inflation rate will be an important condition for long-term
sustainable economic growth and so it is important to intervene on inflation. But, on the other hand, we also know that
a reduction in aggregate demand, combined with the less favourable financing conditions, which are related, when you
have high interest rates, could lead to a sharp decline in investment and therefore in future economic growth.

So investment in renewables and energy efficiency, for example, could also suffer, although these are precisely the
investments required to reduce reliance on imported fossil fuels and structurally limit inflation driven by energy prices.
So it’s quite a complicated conundrum.

These deteriorating economic conditions have increased the vulnerabilities and risks. The rising mortgage rates and the
deterioration in debt servicing capacity resulting from the decline in real income of households may cause further
distress for families and for financial markets in general. So against this background, we need to act.

In our public debate, we always recall that the primary objective of the ECB is to maintain price stability, of course. But
we should also recall that the aim of the Union as a whole should be to dampen the impact of current turbulences on
the real economy and to minimise future risks, thereby defending the well-being of our citizens and preserving our
production structure and the international competitiveness of our companies, as well as decent working conditions for
our workers.
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So in this regard, we need adequate and coordinated fiscal, structural and regulatory policies that complement the ECB’s
monetary policy actions in order to support household incomes and provide targeted and temporary support to com-
panies suffering from supply bottlenecks and high energy costs. The policy leeway created by the activation of the
general escape clause was very important and was determinant in strengthening Member States’ economic and social
resilience, both during the COVID pandemic and also in the last year after the war started.

The Commission released last week the fiscal policy guidance for 2024. However, we need more clarity as regards the
medium and long term. This is why we call in this report for an urgent review of the EU fiscal framework, preferably to
be completed prior to the deactivation of the general escape clause. The Commission’s communication of last November
is an important step in the right direction. It addressed most of the concerns to emerge in the last years in the public
debate, in particular as regards the simplification of the framework and the more tailor-made governance. The revised
regulatory framework should allow Member States to have sufficient leeway to deliver decisive crisis resolution measures
when they are needed and should preserve the flexibility already in-built in the Stability and Growth Pact.

Of course, there are some issues that are not addressed in the Commission communication, but which are important.
For example, the issue of macroeconomic stabilisation is not properly addressed, and we believe that the Commission
should build also on the positive experience we've had in the past years, for example with SURE. But most importantly,
we hope that there will be a debate and that the Commission, the Council, will consider our contribution to the
Semester cycle and the Commission will soon be able to bring forward legislative proposals on the reform of economic
governance.

Estrella Durd Ferrandis, ponente. — Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, sefiora presidenta en ejercicio del Consejo,
navegamos por una transicion. Nuestra nave debe tener un timén social para llegar a buen puerto. El Semestre
Europeo que defendemos este afio desde el Parlamento Europeo pone toda su fuerza en garantizar que los objetivos de
crecimiento econdémico vayan ligados a una transformacién socioecoldgica e inclusiva de nuestras economias, conside-
rando todas las transiciones al mismo nivel y evitando los desequilibrios sociales, econdémicos y medioambientales
mediante la lucha contra la pobreza, la reduccion de las desigualdades y la creacion de puestos de trabajo dignos, con
salarios y condiciones decentes.

Por ello, y también como prioridad, el Semestre Europeo de este afio, reconoce la necesidad de mejorar el marco de
gobernanza actual. Los objetivos de crecimiento econdémico deben estar en consonancia con los Objetivos de Desarrollo
Sostenible y el pilar europeo de derechos sociales. Y la arquitectura de gobernanza europea debe basarse en la solidari-
dad, la convergencia social al alza, la integracién y la inversion en servicios publicos de calidad.

Las normas presupuestarias europeas tienen un papel fundamental para este fin y por ello destacamos que deben facilitar
la inversién publica y la financiacién necesaria para conseguir la transiciéon hacia una economia justa con la naturaleza,
pero también justa con las personas y los territorios. En esta linea, y en prevision de la desactivacion de la cldusula de
salvaguardia, los Estados miembros van a necesitar mayor flexibilidad y la exclusién de las inversiones sociales del
célculo del déficit excesivo. Con ello, los Estados miembros mds endeudados podrian adoptar sendas de ajuste individual
mas flexibles que les permitan tener un margen presupuestario suficiente para llevar a cabo las inversiones y reformas
necesarias para unas transiciones ecoldgica y digital socialmente justas.

La consolidacién presupuestaria s6lo serd sostenible si el impacto distributivo de los gastos reasignados o los cambios en
los ingresos estd bien calibrado y contribuye a reducir las desigualdades socioeconémicas.

El Semestre Europeo, como principal instrumento de coordinacién de politicas con el que contamos, tiene que permitir
a los Estados miembros hacer frente a las crisis y prevenir futuros choques, pero no solo econdmicos, sino también
sociales. Por ello, el informe de este afio también contempla la creacion de un marco de convergencia social como
sistema de vigilancia de los posibles riesgos para la convergencia social al alza y que detecte potenciales consecuencias
negativas de otras politicas para la implementacion del pilar social. Este marco de convergencia incluirfa también obje-
tivos sociales concretos que alcanzar.

ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj 39/151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

Desarrollar instrumentos que autorregulen las fluctuaciones del mercado y garanticen la sostenibilidad y supervivencia
de nuestro sistema de bienestar social es uno de los puntos centrales de este Semestre. Medidas, por ejemplo, que
contribuyan a frenar la volatilidad de los precios energéticos.

Por ello, necesitamos herramientas para abordar el impacto desigual del cambio climdtico y la degradacion del medio
ambiente en los diferentes grupos de ingresos, asi como las consecuencias sociales de la transformacion de nuestras
sociedades hacia la neutralidad climdtica. Un fondo social del clima puede ser el inicio de un mecanismo que siente las
bases de esquemas de proteccion social ecoldgica a escala nacional, con el apoyo de la Unién Europea para reforzar la
resiliencia social frente a los cambios climdticos y la degradacion medioambiental.

Asimismo, en lo que respecta a fondos, el informe contempla como novedad un fondo de soberania con el fin de
garantizar, entre otras cosas, que todos los Estados miembros dispongan de flexibilidad para hacer frente a los retos
sociales, climaticos y medioambientales.

Ademds, se considera que cualquier futura iniciativa de financiacién de la Unién Europea debe integrar la justicia social
como principio rector. En definitiva, un Semestre ecosocial que proteja a las personas.

Eleni Stavrou, rapporteur for the opinion of the Committee on Budgets. — Madam President, dear colleagues, I will speak on
behalf of my colleague Petri Sarvamaa, who is the rapporteur of the budget opinion on the European Semester for
Economic Policy Coordination 2023.

First, we would like to thank Ms Tinagli for this report. It raises important and topical issues related to the current
challenges and opportunities of the EU economy. The annual European Semester cycle has also an important role in
anticipating the EU’s economic outlook.

Coming from the Budget Committee perspective, Mr Sarvamaa has a few observations. We need to remember how
uncertain times we are living because of past current and future crises. All of these relate to the uncertain economic
outlook of the European Union.

On the other hand, it is good that we have been able to respond to this crisis. The most concrete example is the
Recovery and Resilience Facility and its stabilising impact on the EU economy. It is also good that we have started to
discuss the economic sustainability of the EU in the long term, especially bearing in mind that government debt-to-GDP
ratios are historically high. Member States should be able to return to a sustainable budgetary approach eventually.

Lastly, it is worth mentioning that the introduction of new own resources, as agreed also in the interinstitutional
agreement, is crucially important so that the Next Generation EU debt can be refinanced without detriment to future
programmes.

Jessika Roswall, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Commissioner, thank you
for this opportunity to hold the regular discussion on the European Semester here today.

The European Semester remains a very important framework to ensure effective policy coordination across four dimen-
sions: environmental sustainability, productivity, fairness and macroeconomic stability. All of these are key for the
economic prosperity and sustainable competitiveness of our Union.

The policy coordination is more important than ever, as we are facing multiple challenges resulting from Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine.

Our post-COVID recovery is being challenged at various levels and this requires policy measures that are supportive of
inclusive and sustainable growth. Rising inflation, interest rates and energy prices have left many companies and hou-
seholds struggling. Given this mix of challenges, our policies must remain coordinated and flexible.

The EU and the Member States must work both on immediate actions to address the current challenges and notably the
long strategy to boost competitiveness and productivity for a green and digital transition.
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These crucial questions will be on the agenda at the next week’s European Council. We must step up our efforts to
implement the digital and green transition. This requires swift, targeted and coordinated actions both at the EU and
national levels to carry out structural reforms. With NextGenerationEU and REPowerEU, we also have funding to finance
key investments and reforms in Member States.

Honourable Members, so far, labour markets are proving surprisingly resilient. But there are several challenges. Real
wages are declining, which are weighing on households. At the same time, employers are finding it hard to hire in
some sectors. That is why we need more ambitious actions at the EU and national level to promote skills through
education, training, upskilling and reskilling. Therefore, I am happy that this is emphasised in the European Year of
Skills 2023.

In the context of demographic challenges, these actions will contribute to meet the challenges of labour shortages and
the transformation of jobs. Policies geared towards skills and competences for the green transition hold the key to
Europe’s full resilience and prosperity.

Honourable Members, as Council Presidency, we intend to ensure a smooth European Semester cycle and that all parties
concerned do their utmost to achieve the common objectives of seeing the country-specific recommendations approved
by the European Council in June.

Allow me also to add a word on the reform of the EU economic governance framework. The Council has been working
intensely on the Commission’s orientation for this reform, and the Presidency has worked hard to find a compromise.
We hope that we will find a compromise that all States can agree on.

Many of the multiple challenges we are facing require ambitious reforms and substantial investments. Moreover, we need
to address the increase of public debts as a result of the COVID crisis and the war in Ukraine. Reducing these high levels
of debt should be done in a gradual and realistic manner.

We now stand ready to examine the Commission’s new legislative proposal on economic governance.

Nicolas Schmit, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, first, in the name of my colleagues, Vice-President
Dombrovskis and Commissioner Gentiloni, who are attending today’s ECOFIN, and myself, I would like to thank the
rapporteurs Ms Tinagli and Ms Estrella Durd Ferrandis, and the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and the
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs for their reports, which provide a valuable contribution in view of the
European Semester priorities for 2023.

Let me first focus on the economic and fiscal side. The European economy is facing multiple shocks, but has shown also
remarkable resilience. We narrowly avoided a recession and started 2023 on a more optimistic footing. But even if the
peak of inflation appears to be behind us, consumers and businesses still struggle with high energy and food prices, and
inflationary pressures remain. So while the economy is doing better than initially expected, we are not out of the woods
yet. In all, in 23, growth is likely to remain subdued. There are also structural challenges we need to tackle the EU’s
energy dependence, the green and digital transitions, skills shortages and the need to strengthen our overall competiti-
veness. All this against the background of high uncertainty as Russia continues its criminal aggression against Ukraine.

The European Semester has proven to be an agile instrument for European policy coordination. Our focus now is to
deal with the immediate consequences of the ongoing shocks and to meet longer term common EU objectives and
priorities. In recent months, Member States and the Commission have worked to coordinate targeted and affordable
measures to cushion the impact of the energy crisis on vulnerable households and the most impacted businesses, while
safeguarding public finances and the single market. Together with the ERF, the semester will continue to ensure an
effective reform momentum in each Member State up to 2026. Combined with the reform and investment strategies
enabled by other EU programmes.

Fiscal policy coordination is vital. It provides an anchor of stability, supports investments in the twin transition, strengt-
hens resilience, and allows buffers to be built to cope with future shocks. Last week, the Commission presented its
orientations for fiscal policy for 2024. After three years of sizeable fiscal support, the focus should now be on impro-
ving debt sustainability. Prudent fiscal policy will support monetary policy in the current high-inflation environment. As
the European economy is no longer in severe downturn, we confirm that the general escape clause will be deactivated at
the end of 2023. The guidance also reflects the fact the EU’s fiscal framework is in a transition phase. As views converge
on several key issues, the Commission intends to table legislative proposals after the European Council later this month.
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The guidance should be seen as a bridge between how the rules have worked in the past and how they may work in the
future. This means that certain elements of the Commission’s reform orientations can already be applied. To be specific,
we invite Member States to set fiscal targets that ensure the respect of the 3% of GDP deficit reference value and ensure
a path for credible continuous debt reduction over keeping it at sustainable levels. On that basis in spring, the
Commission will propose fiscal recommendations with a quantitative requirement as well as qualitative guidance on
investment and energy measures.

As regards the measures to cushion the impact of high energy prices on households and businesses remaining measures
should be better targeted on those most affected. Moreover, as energy prices head lower, governments should move to
phasing out most of the support measures, starting with the least targeted ones.

Finally, all Member States should preserve investment to boost sustainable and inclusive growth in line with the com-
mon EU priorities, namely in the field of fair transitions. The co-legislators have acted rapidly to phase out the EU’s
dependence on Russian fossil fuels, promote zero carbon sources and strengthen energy resilience. Now that the repo-
wer EU Regulation has come into force, we are leveraging the Recovery and Resilience Facility to achieve a secure,
affordable and sustainable supply of energy. Revising National Recovery and Resilience plans and incorporating
REPowerEU chapters with additional funding represent an opportunity to respond to persistent as well as to new
challenges in the context of the new Green Deal Industrial Plan.

Let me now turn to the employment skills and social dimension. The employment report provides an important input
on the employment and social priorities, focusing, inter alia, on wage and social protection policies, the European Child
Guarantee, the use of distributional impact assessments, as well as its call for the strengthening of the social dimension
of the semester and the introduction of a social convergence framework. This important debate on the European
Semester takes indeed place in an uncertain, as already mentioned, in an uncertain and challenging environment.
While the unemployment rate remains low overall in the Union, at only 6.1%, specific groups are still under-represented
in the employment statistics. In particular, youth unemployment is still very high at 15%, and the employment gap
between women and men continues to be substantial, 10.8 percentage points. Furthermore, the potential of older
workers is not sufficiently used. At the same time, labour and skills shortages are increasing across Member States and
sectors and this is also due to inadequate quality, equity and labour market relevance of the education and training
systems.

Let me just mention one particular issue, which is appalling. It's the youth NEET rate, which still remains high with
over 13%. This represents and this represents a real challenge with more than 8 million young people excluded from the
labour market and all kinds of training schemes. A social problem with long lasting consequences, a major loss for our
economies facing labour shortages, and here I think strong action is absolutely needed.

With the ongoing high inflation, we still need prompt, adequate and well-targeted policy responses to address poverty
risks, as more people and households are experiencing a drop in real incomes. Adequate wage policies and updates of
minimum wages in line with the directive as well as collective bargaining, play a key role to prevent increases of in-work
poverty. This is particularly important as inflation has significantly outpaced wage growth so far, which brings social
risks, especially for low-wage earners. The European Semester remains the key integrated policy coordination framework
to address these challenges and pursue key common priorities. Let me underline that coordinated policy action in this
semester is key to advance the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights. I welcome Parliament’s call to
progress in the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights in the framework of the European Semester and
the Economic Governance Review. Implementing the 21 Pillar Action Plan also means advancing on the 2030 EU
headline and national targets, unemployment skills and poverty reduction. This requires that ambitious reforms and
investments are put into place by Member States in line with the commitments made in Porto for a strong social
Europe. This is all the more important also in view of the very significant transformations that Europe has to undergo
to affirm itself as a global leader on the twin transitions. Skills are, of course, central to this. And this is why 23, as the
European Year of Skills, will be crucial in promoting skills acquisition, reskilling and upskilling, helping people get the
right skills for quality jobs.
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Through the Green Deal Industrial Plan, we will further accelerate our work on skills for the green transition, including
digital skills with the final aim of supporting competitive and sustainable industrial policies in the EU and creating
quality jobs. Skills are an essential tool for our competitiveness as well as for enhancing productivity. The revisions of
the Recovery and Resilience Plans in the context of REPowerEU give all Member States an opportunity to boost green
skills and reskill our workforce, and also importantly to address the causes of energy poverty. The semester itself will
evolve, discussions are ongoing on the economic governance review and, in parallel, Member States are discussing a
possible new social convergence framework. This will have implications for the future European Semester of Economic
and Employment policy coordination. And I am sure that by using the tools we have more effectively, we can make the
semester stronger as a framework to jointly pursue our common priorities and achieve a fairer, more inclusive and
greener growth with a competitive and innovative economy that works for people.

PRESIDENZA DELL’ON. PINA PICIERNO

Vicepresidente

Markus Ferber, im Namen der PPE-Fraktion. — Frau Prasidentin, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Europa
steht in den kommenden Monaten vor enormen Herausforderungen. Die europdische Wirtschaft steht am Rande einer
Rezession. Viele Mitgliedstaaten sind hoch verschuldet. Die Inflation erreicht ein Rekordniveau, die Finanzierungskosten
steigen, und gleichzeitig sind enorme Anstrengungen zum Umbau unserer Wirtschaft notwendig.

Eine effektive Koordination der europdischen Wirtschaftspolitik ist entsprechend dringender notwendig denn je. Das
Europidische Semester ist dafiir ja auch grundsitzlich das richtige Instrument. Wir miissen auch anerkennen, dass das
Semester in der Vergangenheit nicht besonders effektiv war. Wir haben schon vor zehn Jahren als EVP-Fraktion darauf
hingewiesen: Man muss dann das Dach reparieren, wenn die Sonne scheint, bevor der nichste Sturm aufzieht. Diese
Chance wurde leider versiumt.

Schon damals war abzusehen, dass der enorm hohe Schuldenstand in vielen Mitgliedstaaten und der Mangel an Wettbe-
werbsfahigkeit spitestens dann zum Problem werden wird, wenn die Zinsen wieder ansteigen und die
Refinanzierungskosten in die Hohe schnellen. Viele Mitgliedstaaten haben die guten Jahre aber nicht zur Haushaltskon-
solidierung genutzt, sondern weitere Schulden angehiuft, meist auch nur fur konsumptive Ausgaben. Sie haben nicht
nichts fiir Wettbewerbsfihigkeit gemacht, sondern Strukturreformen verschleppt.

Fiir uns als EVP bedeutet das, dass wir uns in diesem Jahr auch mit dem Blick auf die anstehende Reform der wirts-
chaftspolitischen Steuerung noch mehr als ohnehin auf den eigentlichen Kern des Semesters fokussieren wollen: verant-
wortungsvolle Fiskalpolitik und Mafnahmen, die die Wettbewerbsfahigkeit starken.

Joachim Schuster, im Namen der S§D-Fraktion. — Frau Prasidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! In der Tat, wir stehen
in Europa vor schwierigen wirtschafts- und finanzpolitischen Aufgaben. In einem Umfeld steigender Zinsen und hoher
Inflation muss ein sozial verantwortlicher klimaneutraler Umbau unserer Wirtschaft vorangetrieben werden. Zugleich
gilt es dafiir zu sorgen, dass die hohe Inflation nicht zu einer wachsenden sozialen Ungleichheit und einer Verarmung
breiterer Bevolkerungsschichten fiihrt.

Wir brauchen eine dauerhafte und deutliche Steigerung der Investitionen in die klimaneutrale und digitale Transforma-
tion. Dabei geht es nicht nur um private Investitionen; wir brauchen auch eine erhebliche Steigerung offentlicher Inves-
titionen. Wir brauchen neue reguldre Einnahmen, um eine solide Finanzierung der 6ffentlichen Haushalte sicherzustellen.
Deswegen stehen die Mindestbesteuerung groffer Unternehmen, eine Abgabe fiir grofe Vermdgen und die Finanztran-
saktionssteuer auf der Tagesordnung.

Bei all dem miissen wir realisieren: Der gemeinsame Binnenmarkt mit einer gemeinsamen Wihrung erfordert klare
europdische Regeln und vor allen Dingen auch europidische Solidaritit. Das miissen wir bei der Reform der
Fiskalregeln realisieren.
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Stéphanie Yon-Courtin, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collégues,
demain, dans cet hémicycle, nous, députés européens, nous prononcerons sur le Semestre européen 2023. Ce cycle
annuel coordonne les politiques économiques entre Etats membres et évalue leur compatibilité avec nos priorités euro-
péennes. Jusqu'a présent, il est incompris par nos concitoyens européens parce qu’il est trop complexe. Il doit étre
simplifié, mais pas seulement. Pour la démocratie, les parlements nationaux et le Parlement européen doivent avoir
leur mot a dire.

Ce rapport s'inscrit dans un moment charniére, la révision des régles de gouvernance économique qui visent a surveiller
et a réduire la dette et le déficit public des Etats membres. Dans le contexte actuel d'inflation galopante, nous n’avons
pas le droit a l'erreur. Ces regles, qui doivent étre révisées ces prochains mois, doivent étre simplifiées, pragmatiques,
ambitieuses pour relever les défis d'aujourd’hui que sont 'autonomie stratégique et la transition écologique et numéri-
que, dans un contexte d'incertitude majeur.

Ernest Urtasun, en nombre del Grupo Verts/ALE. — Sefiora presidenta, el proceso del Semestre Europeo sigue siendo en
gran medida un ejercicio econdmico. El Parlamento Europeo debe apoyar que, en la préxima revision de la gobernanza
econdmica, se pongan la convergencia econdmica y la social en pie de igualdad.

En un documento publicado antes de la Cumbre Social de Oporto, en mayo de 2021, los gobiernos de Bélgica y Espafia
propusieron un instrumento para abordar los desequilibrios sociales: el procedimiento de desequilibrio social o, como
prefiere llamarlo la Comisién ahora, el marco de convergencia social. Dicho procedimiento abordarfa los desequilibrios
sociales que podrian afectar negativamente a las condiciones laborales o de vida de un pais y, a su vez, tener un efecto
indirecto para el conjunto de la zona del euro.

El riesgo de desequilibrios sociales para cada pais se determinarfa en funcién del nimero de indicadores que se detecten
en situacién de deterioro como, por ejemplo, un nivel excesivo de abandono escolar temprano o una brecha salarial de
género en aumento. Cuando se comprobase que un Estado tiene desequilibrios sociales, la Comisién actuaria en didlogo
con ese Estado miembro.

Sabemos que el Consejo estd trabajando en ello. Creo que la mejor manera de darle una verdadera alma social al
Semestre Europeo serfa hacer de esta propuesta una realidad.

Johan Van Overtveldt, namens de ECR-Fractie. — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, het Europees Semester is de cyclus
die het economisch en begrotingsbeleid van de lidstaten op elkaar moet afstemmen. Welvaart en groei bestendigen en
onze concurrentiepositie bewaken, dat zijn de doelstellingen. Die uitdaging wordt nu bovendien op scherp gesteld door
de fameuze Amerikaanse Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), met haar lange trein aan subsidies.

Het Europese antwoord daarop kan en mag niet dezelfde logica volgen. Op het vlak van subsidiéring moeten we immers
nu al niet onderdoen voor de VS. Integendeel. Voorzichtig geschat pompen we nu al — gespreid over meerdere jaren —
ruim 500 miljard EUR aan subsidies in onze industrieén. Als we het menen met de versterking van onze concurrentie-
positie én met een ernstig antwoord op de IRA, dan moeten we de moed opbrengen een cruciale vraag te stellen: nog
meer geld, nog meer subsidies, is dat het juiste antwoord?

Subsidies staan al decennialang centraal in het Europese economische beleid, in de hoop dat ze zouden volstaan om
investeringen aan te trekken en groei te bevorderen. Dat is hooguit gedeeltelijk gelukt. Onze achterstand is niet te wijten
aan een gebrek aan subsidies en ook onze kansen moeten we daar niet zoeken. De focus moet eindelijk komen te liggen
op minder betutteling, verstandiger regulering, eenvoudige procedures en minder bureaucratie, kortom, op meer vrijheid
en meer zuurstof. Het eerder statische subsidiemodel leidt tot een cyclus van vaak inefficiénte uitgaven en is niet bevor-
derlijk voor de economische groei op langere termijn.

Gunnar Beck, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin! Die jiingste Wirtschaftsprognose der Europiischen
Kommission sollte uns alle wach riitteln. Vier Mitgliedstaaten befinden sich nun offiziell in der Rezession. Die vier sind
die grofiten Pro-Kopf-Nettozahler zum EU-Haushalt: Deutschland, Osterreich, Schweden und Dinemark.
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Die EU hat sich im Gegensatz zu den USA nicht von der Coronakrise erholt, auch weil sie wegen ihrer unsinnigen
Klimapolitik stirker von steigenden Energie- und Lebensmittelpreisen betroffen ist als irgendwer sonst. Besonders bet-
roffen ist Deutschland, wo das Wachstum kollabiert und Léhne und Renten die galoppierende Inflation nicht ausglei-
chen.

Die EZB indes ignoriert ihr Mandat und nimmt die Inflation hin. Deutschland zahlt netto mittlerweile iiber 40 % des
gesamten EU-Haushalts. Was bekommen die Deutschen dafiir? Die hochste Inflation seit tiber 70 Jahren, wirtschaftliche
Stagnation und die Eskalation des Ukrainekonfliktes, der die Stagflation nicht schuf, aber befliigelt.

Vor gut 50 Jahren war der Libanon die Perle des Nahen Ostens. Dann nahm das Land Millionen unqualifizierte Fliicht-
linge auf. Die Inflation stieg, und das Bruttosozialprodukt pro Kopf ist heute niedriger als 1970. Deutschland ist auf dem
besten Wege, der Libanon in Mitteleuropa zu werden. Von der Leyen spricht ja gerne von der Mondlandung der EU.
Vielleicht finden Sie da Thre neue Steuerkolonie.

José Gusmado, em nome do Grupo The Left. — Senhora Presidente, durante a resposta europeia a crise da Covid-19 houve
quem alimentasse a esperanga de que as instituicdes europeias tivessem aprendido com a desastrosa resposta a crise
financeira. Infelizmente, parece que esse foi um otimismo infundado.

O que verificamos neste processo do Semestre é que regressamos ao mesmo discurso e as mesmas politicas que marca-
ram, ap6s um periodo de politicas contraciclicas, a resposta a crise financeira. Diz-se que agora vamos introduzir os
objetivos sociais e ambientais no Semestre Europeu. O que se vé é tudo menos isto.

Enquanto se fazem algumas declaracdes vagas e sem nenhumas consequéncias para as obrigagdes da Comissdo, a
Comissdo ja estd a pressionar os Estados-Membros e a dar instrugdes para que se corte na despesa social, coisa a que,
por exemplo, o Governo portugués ji veio ceder com a obediéncia habitual.

Ao mesmo tempo que recusa um instrumento permanente de investimento europeu e exige uma consolida¢do orgamen-
tal imediata, a Comissdo Europeia pede mais investimentos na transi¢do energética. As exigéncias sdo contraditérias, mas
a dltima também ndo ¢ para cumprir.

Enikd Gydri (NI). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Tisztelt KépviselStirsaim! Az eurdpai szemeszter, mely 2011-ben magyar
elnokség alatt sziiletett, eredetileg a tagdllamok gazdasdgi folyamatainak 6sszehangoldsdra, a pénziigyi fegyelem biztosi-
tisdra szolgdlt. Mdra erésen tdlterheltté vdlt: baloldali nyomdsra tdlmutat eredeti manddtumdn és ideoldgiai toltetet
kapott. A Bizottsdg tovabbd mdr olyan kérdésekben is szdmon kéri a tagdllamokat, melyek nemzeti hatdskorben vannak.
Négy javaslatom volna.

Az els6: a zolditést ne a versenyképesség, a kohézié és a konvergencia rovdsdra valdsitsuk meg, hanem mindezeket
osszehangolva. Masodik: az orszagspecifikus ajanlasokkal a Bizottsagnak nem szabad tulterjeszkedni a hatdskorén, azo-
kat objektiv médon, a tagillam helyzetéhez igazodva, a kett@s mércének még a gyandjdt is elkeriilve szabad csak kiadni.
Ehhez érdemi péarbeszéd kell a tagdllam és a Bizottsdg kozott.

Harmadrészt: a helyredllitdsi eszkoz egy egyszeri helyzetet kezelt, a Covid-vélsdgot. Nem alkalmas arra, hogy a gazdasdgi
koordindciés keretrendszert annak alapjén djitsuk meg.

Végezetill, tisztelt KépviselStarsaim! Kis onmérséklet: azt javaslom, hogy az EP maga is tartsa tiszteletben a jatékszaba-
lyokat. Maradjon a sajat hatdskorén beliil, ne koveteljen magdnak nagyobb befolyést a gazdasgi koordinacié folyamatai-
ban. Ezzel gitat szabhatndnk az ideoldgia el6térbe keriilésének, s mindenki a hatékonysdgra és végrehajthatosdgra kon-
centralhatna.

Eugen Tomac (PPE). - Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar, cred ci dupd criza de sinitate, criza economicd, criza
energeticd, criza de securitate, avem in fatd mari provociri si cred cd este esential si ne concentrdm atentia pe solutio-
narea problemelor cu care se confruntd societdtile noastre, astfel incat recomanddrile din Semestrul european si fie
aplicate exact asa cum sunt ele sd menite sd creeze o coordonare mult mai eficientd pentru a depdsi toate vulnerabilitd-
tile prin care trec statele membre ale Uniunii Europene.
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Pentru ci inflatia, crizele sociale, crizele economice, crizele financiare prin care trece Europa acum pot fi depdsite doar
printr-o mai bund coordonare si este esential ca statele membre, impreund cu Comisia, s implementeze reforme nece-
sare, astfel incat societdtile noastre sd opreasca risipa banilor, si se concentreze pe vulnerabilititile pe care le intimpind
cetdtenii atunci cand 1si doresc o stabilitate, locuri de munci mai bine plitite, iar acest lucru se poate realiza doar prin
investitii inteligente.

Europa trebuie sd facd fatd tuturor provocirilor prin care trece acum si evident cd acest lucru il putem face doar cu
investitii inteligente si, evident, printr-o mai bund coordonare, astfel incat competitivitatea si fie cuvantul de bazi si sd
reusim sd ne apdrdm investitiile si, bineinteles, sd ne proiectim un viitor bazat pe crestere economici.

Agnes Jongerius (S&D). — Madam President, over the last few months I feel like I have been visited by the ghost of
Christmas past. But of course, this ghost is not about Christmas. It's about the ghost of the 2008 financial crisis.

Talking about a danger of higher wages in time of inflation. And I think it's high time to say good-bye to this old
school, outdated neoliberal narrative. It's the profits, not the wages that are pushing up inflation. So let me repeat that
again: it’s the profit, not wages that are pushing up inflation.

We cannot have the EU hit by austerity again, for we really need a true convergence of the social and economic policies.
So when the Commission is going to propose its plan for the revision of the economic governance framework, I expect
a mandatory social objective. I expect a social dimension before we all expect a visit of the ghost of austerity yet to
come.

Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Ministre, Monsieur le Commissaire, face aux
inquiétudes liées au chomage pendant la crise de la COVID, nous avons mis en place linstrument commun SURE
pour garantir un salaire commun a chacun. Face a la crise énergétique liée a la guerre en Ukraine et pour atteindre
nos objectifs de neutralité carbone, nous créons notamment le Fonds social pour le climat. Face aux demandes pour
soutenir la compétitivité européenne, nous poussons pour plus de flexibilité sur les aides d’Etat. Mais ne nous arrétons
pas 1a, car les chocs se succedent et nos concitoyens en subissent les conséquences, particulierement les plus vulnérables.

La Commission européenne a présenté les grandes lignes d’une réforme du pacte de stabilité et de croissance. Il est
impératif que cela aille de pair avec une réforme ambitieuse du Semestre européen. Les indicateurs de suivi et de
coordination de nos politiques doivent évoluer. Evoluer pour permettre a I'Union europeenne de faire face a des crises
de plus en plus fortes et plus en plus séveres. Evoluer pour une action ancrée dans le progres social et la lutte contre le
changement climatique. Evoluer, en fait, pour une Europe plus juste qui réponde aux aspirations et aux préoccupations
de tous nos concitoyens.

Rosa D’Amato (Verts/ALE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, Commissario, Consiglio, il patto sociale tra le
istituzioni e i cittadini ¢ rotto. Le regole a livello europeo sono incapaci di rispondere alla crisi sociale e, anzi, nella loro
rigidita, vanificano gli sforzi degli ultimi anni per una vera ripresa economica, territoriale e sociale.

Il semestre europeo, cosi come il Patto di stabilita e crescita, sono strumenti oramai superati che rappresentano un
ostacolo alla convergenza sociale. I principi del pilastro europeo dei diritti sociali sono rimasti lettera morta.

Ecco perché noi Verdi chiediamo una riforma del quadro di governance economica, obiettivi obbligatori per
leliminazione della poverta e l'esclusione sociale e una valutazione dellimpatto sociale dei piani dei vari Stati membri
e dei soldi stanziati dai governi nazionali.

Senza il necessario spazio fiscale che permetta di tornare ad investire nella scuola, nella sanita e in misure di inclusione,
come il reddito minimo, non potra mai esserci una transizione giusta. Ripartire dalla giustizia sociale € I'unica possibilita
che abbiamo e noi Verdi abbiamo le idee chiare: serve una riforma.
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Beata Szydlo (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Szanowny Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Panistwo! Agresywna wojna, ktdra
Rosja prowadzi przeciwko Ukrainie, wplywa oczywiscie na to, co dzieje si¢ w calej Europie, wplywa na warunki gospo-
darcze, spoleczne i mamy wszyscy §wiadomo$¢ tego, ze bedzie caly czas wplywala na nasza sytuacje. Musimy mie¢ tez
$wiadomo$é, ze musimy zrobi¢ wszystko, aby Rosj¢ powstrzymaé, aby Ukraina wygrala. W zwigzku z tym musimy
dostosowaé réwniez nasze dzialania do tego, co dzieje si¢ w tej chwili w Europie. Musimy podejmowal dzialania
pragmatyczne i realistyczne. Ja mam wrazenie, ze czasami wystarczg niektérym politykom tylko debaty i deklaracje,
natomiast tutaj chodzi oczywiscie o czyny, a w zwigzku z powyzszym musimy dostosowaé nasza polityke europejska
réwniez do tego, co dzieje si¢ za naszg wschodnia granicg. A w zwigzku z tym, musimy mie¢ $wiadomosé, ze trzeba
tutaj podejmowal decyzje racjonalne i musimy przede wszystkim chroni¢ europejskich obywateli, europejska gospo-
darke, sprawial, zeby byla dalej konkurencyjna.

Na przykltad dzisiaj wprowadzalismy projekty w ramach programu ,Gotowi na 55", czy te wszystkie projekty, ktére sg
zwigzane z polityks, transformacjg klimatyczng, one niestety beda skutkowaly tym, Ze bedzie uboze¢ Europa. Wigc
badzmy bardziej racjonalni, badZmy bardziej pragmatyczni, bo dzisiaj to jest potrzebne nam wszystkim.

Antonio Maria Rinaldi (ID). — Signora Presidente, Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, nella proposta della Commissione
del 9 novembre scorso e il successivo dibattito che si ¢ instaurato sulla revisione del Patto di stabilita, si continua a
soffermarsi sul debito pubblico mentre si ignora totalmente quello privato, che ha dimostrato in passato piu responsa-
bilita nelle cause delle crisi.

Quanti sono gli Stati dell'eurozona e del mondo che rispettano il limite del 60% del debito pubblico/PIL? Pochissimi! La
media dall'eurozona ¢ del 95%.

E necessario inoltre che i Paesi membri crescano al numeratore PIL, archiviando le politiche di austerita e le rigide regole
di rientro del debito che hanno sempre sistematicamente fallito, invece di rincorrere sterili percentuali senza fondamento
scientifico.

[ trattati sono stati scritti a Maastricht e a Lisbona non sul Monte Sinai! Smettiamola quindi di fingere di ignorare questi
problemi e mettiamo finalmente mano ai trattati, adeguandoli alle reali esigenze del mondo in cui viviamo.

Kovetavtivog ApPavitng (The Left). — Kupia [Ipoedpe, vopile 1 eworfynon tou kupiou Schmit eivar oe cwot katevduvon,
anhog 9k va mpoovésw duo-tpia mpaypata. Nopile ot {olpe mah prpootd oe pua enavaknyn tou idou egialt, edika yia
TIG XOPES MOU £X0UV {M|OEL XPEOKOTIO: Ol KOWWVIKEG aVICOTTEG auEavovtal, mpoPalhel pa vea Suvapikr @tyomoinong tov
PECAIOV KAl HKPOHECHI®V OTPOHATOV, Vil TOUG TOMITEG TIOU eivat 1)dn 0T 6Qaipa TG PTOYELAS, OUTE AOYOG, 1] KATACTACT] EVaL
tpayikr]. [ToMoi cupmolites pag Euponaiot aduvatolv miéov va mnpacouv toug ducfaotaytous Aoyaplaspols mou agopouy
™ OTéYN, TV EmKowovia, To vepo, Ty evépyeta, t datpor. To Eupwnaikd EEapnvo Nomov, mpénet kar pnopel va mpowdroet
éva véo mapaywyko Hoviélo factopévo oTig avaykeg Twv mOMNGY Kat oty kKowoviki, neptpallovtik kat gopoloyikn dikato-
ouvn kat fefaing Ta faoikd ayadd va eivar otov dnpdcto Xwpo kat oTov dpocto Ekeyxo. Midd yia tig culhoyikés oupfaoeig
epyaotag, To &ine kat 0 kUptog Schmit, Ja cupgevicw pali Tou, yia dikatoug kat enapkels podous, T dlacpaAion TG YUXIKNS
vyelag tov epyalopévoy, v 100 Ta v gUAeY. Ze aut) v katevduvon Ppioketar 1) éxdeon mou culntape, 1) onola cupme-
pthappaver moAEg and autég Tig mpotepandttéc pag. Nopilo Ot mpémel va mapoupe kai xopo kai Spaoeig o auty m dadi-
Kaoia.

Tatjana Zdanoka (NI). — Madam President, Commissioner, colleagues, in this crisis situation, people and only people
may be at the forefront. The employment report calls on the Member States to rapidly implement the provisions
established in the minimum wage Directive, saying that decent wages are an essential tool in helping households keep
up with rising energy prices.
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Let's take some examples of how these ideas are implemented. Concerning my country, the Commission launched the
opinion that Latvia has made limited progress with regards to the structural part of the fiscal recommendations. How
does this limited progress look like? The minimum wage in Latvia in 2023 was raised by 24% while remaining the quite
low EUR 620. Meanwhile, the salary of the chairman of Parliament has been raised by 75%, Minister President by 53%,
Members of Parliament by 34%. The salary of chairmen, therefore, is 13 times bigger than the minimum salary. Really
decent wages for the few and unworthy for the many. I think that the semester process needs a more thorough look at
the elements of dispersion of wages and the just effective fight against poverty in general with a special focus on in-
work poverty, direct support of most vulnerable groups. This is the solution which we need.

Lidia Pereira (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, a revisio do Semestre Europeu, o exercicio de coordenagdo das politicas
econdmicas e sociais, é necessdria e é urgente. Estamos a falar das regras orcamentais europeias, do controlo dos défices,
da gestdo da divida e da capacidade de investimento ptblico.

Depois da pandemia, da pressdo inflacionista e do verdadeiro esforco de guerra na Europa, ninguém entenderia voltar a
2019, ao passado. As palavras-chave desta reforma tém de ser trés: flexibilidade, simplicidade e responsabilidade. Esta
coordenagio econdmico-social tem de ser mais flexivel, determinando prazos mais realistas e exigindo medidas mais
estruturais do que tempordrias. Naturalmente, isto implica tempo, investimento e abordagens que respeitem a realidade
nacional de cada Estado-Membro.

O Semestre Europeu tem de ser mais simples para que os cidaddos possam compreender e avaliar melhor o valor das
medidas e a quem devem pedir contas. E, por isso mesmo, o Semestre Europeu tem de promover mais responsabilidade.
O principio da solidariedade intergeracional implica maior ambigdo na redugio da divida e que esse caminho ndo seja
feito a custa da destrui¢do dos servigos publicos, sobretudo na satde ou na educagio.

O debate estd feito e é preciso agora tomar decisdes. O Parlamento tem estado em consenso em torno deste tema. Falta
0S governos encontraremm O MmMesMmo CONSenso.

Delara Burkhardt (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Es scheint fiir einige ganz schwer vors-
tellbar, dass Wirtschaft nicht in einem luftleeren Raum stattfindet, sondern eben ziemlich real von gesellschaftlichen und
okologischen Krisen betroffen ist. Ein gutes Beispiel dafiir ist die verschleppte Energiewende. Menschen leiden unter der
hohen Inflation, die steigende Preise in ganz Europa zur Folge haben. Die Inflation ist dabei aber vor allen Dingen eins:
eine fossile Krise. Wenn Diktatoren und Autokraten ihre Hihne zudrehen, wird fossile Energie knapp und teuer, wihrend
Erneuerbare so giinstig waren wie noch nie.

Das Gute ist: Mit dem Griinen Deal haben wir die Instrumente in der Hand, um uns von dieser Abhingigkeit zu
befreien. Den Einfluss ambitionierter Umwelt- und Klimapolitik auf die europiische Wirtschaftspolitik miissen wir sicht-
bar machen. Nicht das Wachstum des Bruttoinlandsprodukts, sondern das gesellschaftliche Wohlergehen innerhalb pla-
netarer Grenzen muss Ziel unseres Wirtschaftens sein. An dieser Realitdt muss sich das Europdische Semester 2023
endlich messen lassen.

Dragos Pislaru (Renew). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear Minister, [ need to observe right now that we
have a lot of young people that are watching us right now, and they are visitors and there are much more of them than
us as Members of Parliament or the Commission or the Council in this room.

And this is a pity because they are really interested about this shift that we are talking about. The change of the
semester. The semester is the way that people, the young people, everyone, are looking to see how we are shifting
towards a sustainable, inclusive and resilient growth model.

This debate is crucial. This is not just a technocratic thing that we're doing here. The future of investment, if we want to
do investment, cannot be foreseen without a social component that responds to the fears and expectations of the young
generations and all the citizens in Europe.
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We have to fight against all forms of social exclusion and poverty, especially poverty among children. The recovery and
resilience plans are essential for supporting smart reforms and investments. And then the review that we are talking
about of this semester, it's a unique opportunity to redesign the architecture of EU economic governance and to create a
tool for reinforcing reforms and investment.

We look forward to working together to create a stronger and more resilient Europe. And we also look forward to
working with the young generations that right now are interested in knowing more about Europe.

Denis Nesci (ECR). - Signora Presidente, Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, le scelte economiche e politiche che faremo
nei prossimi mesi saranno decisive per le generazioni future. Per il rilancio della competitivita europea, la strada da
seguire non ¢ quella del rialzo dei tassi di interesse, che gia ha avuto un impatto negativo su consumatori, famiglie e
imprese, ma occorre mettere in campo una solida politica industriale e commerciale.

Listituzione di un fondo sovrano europeo dovra appunto essere il perno su cui la nuova programmazione dovra svi-
lupparsi. Ma prima di tutto & perentorio rivedere le regole delle politiche di bilancio degli Stati membri, che evidente-
mente non sono pitt adatte all’attuale contesto socioeconomico.

La comunicazione della Commissione, benché costituisca un primo passo nella giusta direzione, ¢ ancora lontana dalle
esigenze degli Stati e, soprattutto, presenta diversi nodi da sciogliere. Mi riferisco in particolare allambito di applica-
zione, al potere della Commissione e all'imposizione di un tetto pluriennale della spesa pubblica.

Infatti, d’accordo con il premier Giorgia Meloni, penso che il futuro Patto di stabilita e crescita debba tenere maggior-
mente in considerazione il tema dell'equilibrio tra questi due valori: stabilita e crescita, entrambi necessari.

Pertanto, auspichiamo che la proposta della Commissione valuti di non calcolare nel deficit gli investimenti pubblici a
favore di innovazione, ricerca e infrastrutture.

France Jamet (ID). — Madame la Présidente, sous couvert de coordination économique, le Semestre européen de
Bruxelles poursuit ses objectifs ultralibéraux et ses visées impériales. Par exemple, la Commission «recommande»
— doux euphémisme — a la France «d’harmoniser» — autre euphémisme — notre systeme de retraite. En d'autres termes,
de supprimer nos régimes spécifiques a certains métiers qui se justifient par la pénibilité de ces métiers ou du fait de la
conjoncture démographique entre bénéficiaires et cotisants, ou quelquefois méme les deux, et je pense notamment aux
régimes de nos marins. Nous n'avons décidément pas les mémes valeurs.

Si I'Union européenne défend a l'autre bout du monde le droit des peuples a disposer d’eux-mémes, elle piétine allegre-
ment la souveraineté populaire a Bruxelles. Ah, il est vrai que le prédécesseur de M™ von der Leyen affirmait: <l n'y a
pas de démocratie face aux traités». Eh bien, en France, il n'y a qu'un seul souverain, c’est le peuple.

Gheorghe Falcid (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar, dragi colegi, doresc si punctez cateva aspecte care, in
opinia mea, trebuie adresate de urgentd si care sunt in concordanti cu zecile de discutii pe care le-am avut in ultima
vreme cu cetdtenii europeni din Romania si din alte state.

Oamenii asteaptd de la Uniunea Europeand rezultate concrete care si-i ajute si trdiasci mai bine. Dar, astizi avem o
pandemie care i-a afectat, avem invazia rusd in Ucraina, care afecteazd, avem o crestere a pregurilor la energie care
afecteazd, la fel cum ne afecteazd zi de zi somajul si lipsa de oportunitdti reale. Multi nu stiu cum o si-si pliteascd
utilititile, nu stiu dacd vor avea un loc de muncd, nu stiu dacd vor plati creditele.

De aceea ne intereseazd foarte mult si avem solutii acum si nu in 2025 sau 2050.
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Micile companii care trebuie si concedieze oameni sau care trebuie si inchidd portile, ce le putem spune in acest
moment? Ce solutii concrete le oferim acum, dincolo de bunele intentii §i de planurile pentru urmdtorul deceniu?
Locuri de muncd nu se creeazd din aer. Ele sunt create de antreprenori, de oameni care trebuie sprijiniti si in niciun
caz impovdrati de noi versiuni legislative sau de birocratia de la Uniunea Europeand. Daci firmele si antreprenorii dispar
sau sunt tentati si plece in America sau in Asia, cum vom genera locuri de munci de calitate si din ce bani vom asigura
necesarul de care au nevoie cetdtenii europeni?

De aceea, este foarte important sd investim in oameni, in primul rind in programe si in antreprenorii care vor crea acele
locuri de muncd bine plitite pentru cetiteni.

Margarida Marques (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Ministra, Senhor Comissario, neste debate convém lembrar
que estamos preocupados com as regras de governacdo econdmica. Aguardamos o compromisso hoje no ECOFIN e o
compromisso no préximo Conselho Europeu. Mas, sobretudo, aguardamos com expectativa as iniciativas legislativas da
Comissdo para a revisio do Regulamento sobre o Semestre Europeu e sobre o Pacto de Estabilidade e Crescimento.

O tempo ¢ escasso. Temos compromissos para com os europeus: fazer as transi¢des ecoldgica e digital, concretizar o
Pilar Europeu dos Direitos Sociais e o Compromisso do Porto. Nenhum deles se fard com politicas de austeridade que
rejeitamos.

Aprendemos as licdes do passado e ndo podemos, como aconteceu com a crise financeira, quatro anos depois do inicio
da crise, passar da recomendagdo de investimento — o NextGenerationEU estd ai para isso — para a recomendacio de
politicas de austeridade. Mas estamos também a aprender as licdes positivas do Mecanismo de Recuperagio e Resiliéncia
ou do SURE.

Senhora Ministra, Senhor Comissdrio, temos de saber encontrar as convergéncias necessarias que melhor sirvam os
cidaddos e as economias. O Parlamento tem vindo a trabalhar para isso.

Billy Kelleher (Renew). — A Uachtardin, Sa réamhaisnéis is déanai, deirtear gur bheag ndr bhuail cild geilleagrach an
Eoraip, gur baineadh buaicphointe an bhoilscithe amach, agus go bhfuiltear ag sdil le fis eacnamaioch. An tseachtain seo
caite, d'fhégair an Coimisitin go bhfuil geilleagar an Aontais ar ais ar an leibhéal réamh-phaindéime, agus gur féidir
deireadh a chur leis an gcldsal éalaithe gineardlta ag deireadh na bliana.

Tréimhse chrua a bhi ann le cipla bliain anuas. T4 dthas orm go ndearna an tAontas na bearta agus na cinnti crua a
rinne sé. Biodh sin mar atd, ni féidir linn ligean ddr bhfiachas imeacht as smacht. Ni mér do na Ballstdit leibhéal a
bhfiachas a smachtd, ach ag an am céanna, ni mér ddinn tact i gconai leis na daoine is leochaili. Dd bhri sin, is diol
sasaimh dom na tograi 6n gCoimisitin chun cur chuige nios solibtha a thabhairt isteach maidir le fiachas a laghdd. Leis
sin, beidh na Ballstdit dbalta infheistiochtai a dhéanamh bunaithe ar riachtanais shonracha a gcuid saordnach.

Procedura «catch the eye»

Margarita de la Pisa Carrién (ECR). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiorfas, la verdad es que podemos decir que la linea politica
elegida por la Unién Europea en este dltimo mandato nos ha llevado a estar en una situacién comprometida, con
errores previsibles, advertidos por grupos como el mio. Vemos cémo se destruyen puestos de trabajo, como pierde
densidad nuestro tejido empresarial y la industria no encuentra en nuestro entorno las condiciones para poder desarrol-
lar su actividad. Las exigencias medioambientales han dado lugar a la carestia y al aumento de los precios de la energia,
la inflacién y la inseguridad juridica. Esta situacién es la que estd generando la pobreza y la miseria, que no puede
solucionarse solo a base de politicas sociales. Porque debe existir equilibrio entre estabilidad y crecimiento; hay que
apoyar generando a la vez prosperidad, creando el ambiente que nos permita ser competitivos, favorecer el emprendi-
miento y reactivar nuestra economia. Sorprende que ahora que debemos replantear y ordenar las prioridades, se pro-
ponga una huida hacia adelante, hasta el punto de pedir que las recomendaciones del Semestre Europeo pierdan su foco
econdémico y supongan una intromision en dreas donde la Unién no tiene competencias, con una vision ideoldgica que
ya ha tenido y sigue teniendo efectos devastadores alli donde se aplica.
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Jodo Pimenta Lopes (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, por muito que o queiram pintar de social ou de verde, o
Semestre Europeu ndo deixard de ser aquilo que sempre foi: um instrumento de condicionalidade e interferéncia na
politica orcamental dos Estados, em prejuizo dos povos, em favor das grandes poténcias e grupos econémicos.

Recordemos que as recomendagdes especificas por pais de 2022, no caso de Portugal, evidenciaram o refor¢o das
pressdes or¢amentais até 2023, visando conter a despesa corrente do Estado, ou seja, pressionando no sentido da
contengdo dos saldrios reais ¢ dos investimentos nos servi¢os publicos.

Esta discussio ndo pode dissociar-se do momento em que se anuncia o fim da cldusula de escape do Pacto
de Estabilidade e a reposigdo dos procedimentos por défices excessivos, associado ao debate em curso sobre a revisdo
da chamada governagdo econdmica, visando aumentar os condicionamentos sobre a despesa e o investimento publico
dos Estados e o seu quadro sancionatério.

Desenvolvimentos negativos que se antecipam em prejuizo de paises como Portugal.
(Fine della procedura «catch the eye»)

Nicolas Schmit, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, Members, our growth strategy is based on the four
dimensions of competitive sustainability. It remains the compass for coordinating EU economic and social policies
both in the short and medium term. And the framework for doing so is the European Semester, and I fully agree this
should not be a technocratic exercise. This should be an exercise — a political one, a democratic one — based on
realities.

By integrating Next Generation EU as well as REPowerEU in the European Semester we have shown that the EU can
both be agile and flexible in responding to the important challenges and persistent uncertainty which we all face. The
EU has, for the time being, considerable resources which should be used in an efficient and targeted way to precisely
respond to these challenges, also those challenges coming from competitors outside the EU. And each new payment
reflects steady progress in meeting milestones and targets and implementing key reforms and investments.

The next weeks and months will also be crucial to shape the future of our fiscal rules. And, while the Commission has
proposed a bridging solution for '24, it is urgent to agree on a revised set of fiscal rules. The Commission will present
legislative , and we rely on the European Parliament to play an active role in reaching a rapid agreement because it is
important to guarantee stability, to allow reforms and enhance investments. This is the key for successful and socially
fair transitions.

Effective employment and social policies are key to enable fair transitions and to protect and accompany people. We
need to ensure that the EU is at the forefront of the industrial transformation aimed at ending the dependency on fossil
fuels, but also improving its competitiveness and creating quality jobs.

The effective coordination of economic employment and social policies in the context of a strong European Semester
remains key to succeed. And this should also be reflected in a reformed economic governance, as asked by many
speakers.

Jessika Roswall, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Commissioner, many of you
speakers, for example, Mr Ferber and Mr Van Overtveldt raised the issue of competitiveness and the lack thereof. It was
said that we need to mend the roof while the sun is shining. Now, when it has begun to rain, this is even more pressing.

As was said, the solution is not only more money and more subsidies; the lack of European competitiveness goes
deeper. That is why the Swedish Presidency is prioritising long-term competitiveness.

The European Semester is an important element of this. To attract investments, stability and predictability is key. The
European Semester is instrumental to achieve this.

Allow me also to assure you once more that the Council gives great attention to the European Semester. You have
touched on some important points today, and your ideas will make a valuable contribution to the ministerial debate
on this European Semester, which continues in the Council.
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As I also said earlier, we must step up our efforts to implement the digital and green transition, and it requires swift,
targeted and coordinated policy actions both at the EU and the national levels to carry out structural reforms.

I would also like to emphasise the importance of also engaging with our citizens to increase national ownership. I
welcome the initiatives taken in this regard, such as dialogues and consultations with stakeholders, civil society and
social partners in Member States.

Today’s debate has shown that, despite some differences, there is a lot of common ground between us on which we
should build. In a Union of highly integrated systems, enhanced economic and social policy coordination can help
prevent discrepancies and contribute to ensuring convergence and stability in the EU as a whole and in its Member
States.

I am therefore confident that we will continue to work together to find appropriate solutions to meet the challenges
before us.

Estrella Durd Ferrandis, ponente. — Sefiora presidenta, sefior Schmit, sefiora Roswall, sefiorfas, estamos en una legisla-
tura que aborda retos sin precedentes, promoviendo iniciativas que deben poner rumbo hacia un nuevo modelo europeo
que consolide la estabilidad econdmica, el progreso y la inclusiéon. No es ficil, ustedes lo saben. Por eso nosotros,
politicos europeos, debemos aportar perseverancia e ilusién, porque es con ilusién y trabajo como se cambian los
paradigmas.

La situacién actual lo requiere y la urgencia de actuacién es mds que evidente. El propio Informe Conjunto sobre el
empleo de la Comisién y del Consejo, relativo a la orientacién de las politicas sociales y de empleo en el afio 2023,
reconoce que los salarios minimos disminuyeron en todos los Estados miembros menos en cuatro. La pobreza laboral
en la Unién Europea no ha disminuido en la dltima década. La tasa de sobrecoste de la vivienda sigue estando por
encima del 40 % para mds del 8 % de la poblacion, y apenas se ha avanzado en la reduccién del sinhogarismo.

Por otro lado, las ayudas sociales, como los esquemas de renta minima, no alcanzan el nivel de adecuacién necesario en
la mayorfa de los Estados miembros. Y no lo hardn si no se aprueban medidas vinculantes al respecto, como una
directiva sobre renta minima.

Compaiieras y compaiieros, este Semestre Europeo debe apostar por una Europa de bienestar y de oportunidades. Debe
contar con nuevos instrumentos de gobernanza e inversién basados en la justicia social para superar cualquier desequi-
librio socioeconémico subyacente y avanzar hacia un crecimiento sostenible e inclusivo y unas transiciones ecoldgica y
digital justas.

Un Semestre Europeo que luche contra el fraude y la evasion fiscales, apueste por crear puestos de trabajo estables y de
calidad, contribuya a reducir las desigualdades sociales y la brecha entre hombres y mujeres, y refuerce los salarios y las
pensiones. En definitiva —como sefialaba antes— un Semestre Europeo ecosocial que proteja a las personas.

Presidente. — La discussione congiunta & chiusa.
La votazione si svolgera domani, mercoledi 15 marzo 2023.
Dichiarazioni scritte (articolo 171)

Arumxke Anuesa-Benn (Renew), 8 nucmena dopma. — Muec EC e umpasen nper orpomeH Gpoii peay3BUKATENCTBA — OT elHa
CTpaHa TaKyBa, MOPOJEHM OT BMCOKMTE LiefM Ha 3eNeHara COeNKa B 00NacTTa Ha €KONOrmsTa 1 LuQpOBM3ALNATA, @ OT Apyra —
3aBUCUMOCTTA Ha EBpOIa OT eHeprusi M OT ranonupamiara MHGIALMS, KOPEHsIIM Ce B PYyCKOTO HamajeHue B YKpaitHa. Cbro3bT
TpsibBa 1a JOKaxe, 4e ¢ YCTOMUMB M MMa MPOCIepypalll MOTeNn Ha $yHKIMOHNMpAHe, KOMTO MOXKe a ce Crpasst ¢ Kpusu. Hyxnaem
Ce OT NOBeYe MHBECTULMM B LMQPOBYS IPEXON M KIIMMATUUHO HeyTpanuure orpacnu. EC TpsiOBa ma ocurypu DOCTBIIHA eHepriust
3a BCMUKY €BPOIECKY IpaKIaHi.

B chioTo BpeMe, cera ¢ MOMEHTBT [Ia ce Jajie OTIOBOP M Ha COUMANHATA Kpu3a. PhCThT Ha Ge3paboTuiata npyu MIaguTe Bee Olle e
TBBpIE BJUCOK U €IHA IIPUUMHA 3a TOBA € HENOCTUIBT Ha yMeHys. 2023 I. e romyHaTa Ha yMeHusITa. 3aToBa IPU30BaBaM HaLMO-
HAJIHUTE [IaPIaMeHTH [1a MHBECTUPAT IOBeue B MIIAIUTE XOPa, KaTO MM IIOMArar [1a pa3BMBAT CIIOCOOHOCTUTE CH, TaKa Ye J1a MOTar
[la pasrbpHAT CBOSI MOTeHIMAl. 3aegHO ¢ ToBa, EC ¥ mbpxaBuTe wieHKM TpsOBa [1a HANPaBAT HeOOXOMMMOTO, 33 1A Ce MPEBb3-
MorHe GegHOCTTa, 0coOeHO merckara GegHoCT. HemomycTiMo e B MOIepHMSI CBAT [enata Hi Ja ObOaT JIMIIABAHM OT OCHOBHUTE MM
Hyxnu. HyXHu ca aMOMIMO3HYM M TOCITEHOBATENHM MONMUTUKY, 33 1a Moxe EC ma ce crpasst mo-6bp3o u amekBaTHO ¢ Kpu3uTe!
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Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (PPE), in writing. — Prudent fiscal positions and sustainable growth are key pillars of
the Union’s fiscal strategy. Greece has clearly conformed, and in fact has surpassed related expectations. The strides
Greece has made under the Mitsotakis government, despite COVID and the war in Ukraine, are nothing short of
exceptional. Under Mitsotakis’ leadership, Greece has witnessed unprecedented growth, with the economy expanding
by 5.9% in 2022, and a further 1.2% is expected for 2023. Over the last three years, Greece has consistently outperfor-
med expectations. Under the Mitsotakis government, Greece has achieved: the lowest levels of unemployment since
2010; consecutive records in export growth and inflows of FDI in 2021 and 2022; exited the EU’s enhanced surveil-
lance framework after 12 years. Prudent fiscal management has seen Greece repay IMF debt two years ahead of schedule.
Since 2021, our public debt to GDP ratio has entered a fast-declining path, which continues unabated. In January 2023,
Greece recorded a surplus of EUR 1.47 billion — a staggering EUR 500 million over the target. No wonder the FT has
touted Greece as ‘one of the seven economic wonders of the world’. The Mitsotakis government’s commitment to
securing Greece's long-term economic growth and prosperity is unwavering. The results show this.

Andzelika Anna Mozdzanowska (ECR), na pismie. — Raport ,Europejski semestr na rzecz koordynacji polityki gospo-
darczej” wreszcie dostrzega istniejace zagrozenia. Pandemia, kryzys surowcowy, wojna na Ukrainie, inflacja i koniecz-
no$¢ jej przeciwdzialania — to naprawde solidny kubel zimnej wody dla marzycieli, ktérzy widzieli europejska gospo-
darke jako skazang na sukces i odegranie przewodniej roli w zielonej transformacji. W sytuacji, kiedy wychodzgca z
zapasci europejska gospodarka musi dodatkowo sprostal wyzwaniom konkurencji, jakie stwarza np. amerykanska
ustawa o redukgji inflacji, pojawia si¢ pytanie o réwne szanse panstw czlonkowskich. W czasach hojnego szafowania
pomocg publiczng wygranymi zostajg ci, ktérzy moga sobie pozwoli¢ na zwigkszenie zadluzenia. A tak si¢ sklada, ze sg
to gléwnie péinocne i silniej rozwinigte kraje, ktérych gospodarcza przewaga nad pozostala czescig UE teraz jeszcze sie
powigkszy... Chcialabym przestrzec, ze nowy fundusz to nowe, wspdlne dlugi. I ze wigkszo§¢ korzysci i tak odniosg
najsilniejsi, ktérych gospodarka jest najlepiej przygotowana do zielonej transformacji... Obecna sytuacja to kolejny
dowdd, ze nie mozna zwigkszaé zadluzenia w nieskoficzonos¢ i ze solidne finanse publiczne s3 najlepszym ubezpiecze-
niem na niepewne czasy. W tym kontekscie warto wspomnie¢ np. o Polsce, ktérej dtug publiczny — ponizej 60%PKB —
korzystnie kontrastuje ze $rednia europejska (89,4% PKB) czy jeszcze wyzsza Srednia strefy EURO (97,2% PKB).

TTPOEAPIA: AHMHTPIOX ITAITAAHMOYAHX

Avunpoedpog

10. Tinkamo dydZio minimalios pajamos aktyviai jtraukciai uZtikrinti (diskusijos)

l'lp(')sﬁpo; — To endpevo onueio oty nueprota dietaén agopl epwTroeLs pe QiTNHA TPOYOPIKTS AMAVTIONG TPog To Zupfou-
Ao oyetikd pe o Emapkés ehdyioto e100dnpa mou Siacgaliler v evepyd éviagn twv Dragos Pislaru, Krzysztof Hetman,
Estrella Durd Ferrandis, Lucia Duri§ Nicholsonové, Sara Matthieu, Giuseppe Milazzo, Ozlem Demirel €& ovopaToc; ™me
Enttponng Anacyolone kat Kowaevikav Ynodésewv (0-000050/2022 - B9-0008/2023) kat mpog Ty Emtpont| oxetika pie to
Enapkég eldyioto e00dnua mou diacpahiCer v evepyd évtabn tev Dragos Pislaru, Krzysztof Hetman, Estrella Durd
Ferrandis, Lucia Duri§ Nicholsonovd, Sara Matthieu, Giuseppe Milazzo, Ozlem Demirel €€ ovopatog g Emrtporg
Anaoyolnong kar Kowovikev Ynodéoewv (0-000051/2022 - B9-0009/2023).

Dragos Pislaru, author. — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear Minister, living in dignity is a human right. In 2021,
95.4 million people in the EU, representing 21.7% of the EU population, were at risk of poverty and social exclusion.
Just to clarify, that means that one in five people in the EU are in poverty or at risk of social exclusion. The COVID-19
pandemic and the rising cost of living further exacerbated the plight of individuals and households in precarious
socioeconomic situations.
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Minimum income schemes serve as social safety nets, guaranteeing a minimum standard of living and the right to
dignity at all stages of life. For people lacking sufficient resources and decent, stable employment, access to adequate
minimum income plays an essential role in reducing poverty, social exclusion and inequalities and such schemes should
be combined with incentives and measures enabling labour market activation for people who are able to work.

Why do we have this debate? We have this debate because the situation in Europe is such, that there are many Member
States that do not have such provisions. I myself, as a Minister of Labour in 2016 initiated the law on the minimum
income for inclusion, it has not been implemented in 2017, and it should, and it has been postponed. It is still not
implemented today. That is why we need this debate.

Representing the Committee of Employment and Social Affairs, I would like to ask the Council the following questions:
how will the Council encourage Member States to gradually set their minimum income schemes to at least the level of
the national at risk of poverty threshold while providing incentives to reintegrate people who can work into the labour
market? How will Member States ensure that beneficiaries of such schemes are not forced to accept precarious work?
How does the Council intend to improve the coverage of the existing national scheme? How will Member States tackle
the non-take-up problem — a very serious problem? What kind of mechanism will they establish to raise the awareness
and ensure that those eligible are receiving the support that they can actually benefit from it? How will the Member
States ensure that that such minimum income schemes do not substitute for social policy measures in other areas such
as housing, healthcare, disability support or labour market integration? And how are Member States cooperating with
social partners, civil society and all the other relevant stakeholders on the design, implementation and monitoring of the
minimum income schemes, and where do they see room for improvement?

The Committee of Employment and Social Affairs would also like to ask the Commission a couple of questions. How
does the Commission intend to ensure that Member States gradually increase their minimum income schemes to at least
the international AROPE threshold while providing the incentives that I have referred to before and enabling the mea-
sures to reintegrate those who can work in the labour market? Then the question is how will the Commission monitor
the implementation of this recommendation and the contribution to achieving the 2030 targets, in particular, reducing
the number of people at risk of poverty and social exclusion by at least 15 million, including the 5 million children -
we are, right now, close to two years after Porto. How will it help Member States to tackle the non-take-up problem?
Similar question for the Council as well. And what action does it intend to promote non-discrimination in the context
of the minimum income schemes? And last but not least, certainly, how will it involve the social partners at European
level in implementing and monitoring the Council recommendation?

These are the questions that stem from the debate that we had in the Committee of Employment and Social Affairs. You
will hear my colleagues underlining other very important elements in that. But I am really glad that we have this
opportunity to discuss about this very, very serious situation. And I will thank you very much for your pertinent
answers.

Jessika Roswall, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Commissioner, the social safety
nets in our Member States are a trademark of what Europe stands for in terms of solidarity, social inclusion and
cohesion. Building on the Council conclusions from 2020, the EPSCO Council reached an agreement on the recommen-
dation on adequate minimum income last December.

The recommendations include substantial measures to improve access to the labour market for those who can work.
Indeed, strengthening an inclusive labour market is important to mitigate long-term dependence on income support. For
example, this can be done through activation requirements that provide incentives to enter or re-enter the labour
market, supporting job seeking and improving investments in human capital through education and training policies.

As this Parliament’s motion for a resolution also recalls, the fight against unemployment is the best tool to fight poverty.
And, as you all know, to fight unemployment, you need to boost our long term competitiveness.
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At policy level, Member States are recommended, among others, to provide a coherent package of income support and
labour market activation measures and to empower stakeholders to effectively participate in the design and implemen-
tation of the minimum income scheme.

In order to ensure that minimal income schemes, in accordance with national traditions and legislations, reach all those
who need it, Member States are recommended to assure ensure that all persons who lack sufficient resources are covered
by minimum income.

On the take-up problem raised in the oral question, Member States are recommended to encourage or facilitate the full
take-up of minimum income. The ways to do this will depend on the context in each Member State.

The recommendations include various measures ranging from simplification of the application to raise awareness and
facilitate the take-up among persons who lack sufficient resources. Ensuring that minimum income schemes do not
substitute social policy measures will be a matter for careful and regular assessment by Member States in their national
legislative context.

To achieve our goals, we need to involve relevant stakeholders. Let me stress that if we address and try to improve the
prospects for a life in dignity for those most in need, it is a contribution to the cohesion of our whole society and the
resilience of our democracy.

Nicolas Schmit, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, 1 would first like to thank the
Parliament for putting this issue of adequate minimum income high on its agenda. I would also like to thank the
Employment Committee for its resolution on minimum income that focuses on the accessibility, adequacy and enabling
aspects of minimum income schemes with a view to promoting upward social convergence.

Against the background of the multiple crises that we are facing, we need to work together to ensure social cohesion.
We are on the same side on the fight against poverty, social exclusion and inequality. More than one in five people —
and this has already been said — in the EU are at risk of poverty or social exclusion. The situation might worsen in view
of the soaring living costs and economic uncertainty, so we must ensure our safety nets are up to the task.

Guaranteeing that every person who lacks sufficient resources can have access to adequate income support and services
that foster inclusion is essential: essential to ensure a decent standard of living; essential for human dignity; essential to
build fair and resilient economies and societies; and essential to promote active participation in society.

Inspired by principle 14 of the European Pillar of Social Rights on minimum income, the Commission proposed the
Council recommendation that has now been approved by the Council. This recommendation aims to improve the
adequacy of income support while ensuring sufficient incentives for those who are able to work to enter or re-enter
the labour market.

The recommendation is part of a comprehensive package to tackle poverty and social exclusion to achieve upward social
and economic convergence and to promote solidarity, as put forward in the European Pillar of Social Rights and its
Action Plan.

For recipients who can work, minimum income should act as a stepping stone towards employment or complement the
income from work in view of specific personal or family circumstances.

Member States are now called to achieve the proposed adequacy levels by 2030. They are expected to regularly review
and adjust the level of minimum income. The recommendation also focuses on making access to the labour market
more inclusive. This can be done through improving skills, safeguarding work incentives or creating work opportunities
in the social economy. It also calls for supporting those who cannot immediately work through social inclusion plans.

Lastly, it calls for improving effective access to support services. At the Commission, we continue to work together with
Member States via the Social Protection Committee and the network of the national authorities responsible for mini-
mum income. We will also support and complement Member States’ action via the European Semester.
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The European Social Fund Plus will be a key driver to implement the recommendation. It will provide large-scale
financial support for disadvantaged groups and marginalised communities. It will make Member States more resilient
while promoting socially fair green and digital transitions. And the Recovery and Resilience Facility is also promoting
reforms of minimum income systems in line with the principles set out in the recommendation.

The stocktaking of the recommendation will take place in 2030. This time horizon is aligned with the 2030 headline
poverty reduction target as well as with the targets on employment and skills.

Member States have welcomed these targets and presented their own national targets. Regarding the poverty reduction
target, the sum of the national targets exceeds the EU target. That is good news, but it is now time to walk the talk.

The European Semester, including the Joint Employment Report, will yearly monitor the progress on the headline targets
and on the national targets. Every three years, the Commission and the Social Protection Committee will also prepare a
joint report on the progress in implementing the recommendations.

Let me now address the specific issue of non-take-up that you have raised. This is a common challenge for all the
Member States. On average, around 30-50% of the eligible population do not seek the minimum income support they
would be entitled to. The recommendation invites Member States to facilitate the full take-up of minimum income by
reducing administrative burden, simplifying the application procedures and ensuring step-by-step guidance, by ensuring
access to user-friendly and transparent information, by combating stigmatisation and intensifying reaching out, and
finally by regularly assessing the reasons behind the low take-up.

The recommendation also calls upon Member States to establish transparent and non-discriminatory eligibility criteria
that would facilitate access to minimum income. This can help increase coverage and reach some groups which, despite
their need, are not covered in some Member States. [ am thinking of young adults, non-nationals or the homeless.

Finally, let me underline that the successful implementation of the recommendation requires broad ownership across all
stakeholders, including social partners. The European social partners were consulted on the content of this proposal and
the Commission will promote social partners’ involvement using the existing fora of the European Social Dialogue.

The Commission also urges Member States to engage in a policy dialogue with civil society organisations, people
experiencing poverty, social partners and other economic and social actors in implementing and monitoring the recom-
mendation, including to deliver on its active inclusion approach.

And finally, your Parliament can be an important actor also in relation to the implementation of this recommendation.
We remain, of course, ready also to facilitate sharing good practices between Member States in order precisely to
implement the recommendations.

Krzysztof Hetman, w imieniu grupy PPE. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Pafistwo! Problem
ubéstwa 1 wykluczenia spotecznego w Unii Europejskiej to powazny problem. W nastepstwie skutkéw pandemii Covid
i dramatycznie rosngcych kosztéw Zycia ponownie stal si¢ kwestia priorytetowa i dotykajaca wszystkie bez wyjatku
panstwa czlonkowskie i ponad jedng czwarta naszych obywateli. To z cala pewnoscia ztozony problem i musimy do
niego podejs¢ catosciowo.

Systemy dochodéw minimalnych moga stanowi¢ wazny element walki z ubdstwem i wykluczeniem. Moga, ale tylko
wtedy, gdy beda skrojone na miarg, fatwo dostepne dla potrzebujacych i — co chyba najwazniejsze — bedg czescig
wigkszej calosci systemu opieki spotecznej oraz polaczone ze $rodkami aktywizacji zawodowej, aby tych najbardziej
wykluczonych ponownie wlaczy¢ na rynek pracy. Zapewnienie dostepu do edukacji, mozliwos¢ ksztalcenia i zindywi-
dualizowane doradztwo zawodowe to kluczowe elementy nowoczesnego wsparcia spolecznego, o ktérych nie mozemy
zapominaé. To wszystko nie jest fatwym zadaniem i uwazam, ze aby dalo si¢ to osiagnaé, krajowe systemy dochodu
minimalnego muszga by¢ projektowane jak najblizej obywatela i odpowiadaé specyfice kazdego z panstw cztonkowskich.

Dlatego nie jestem zwolennikiem tworzenia ogdlnoeuropejskiej dyrektywy w tej sprawie. Uwazam, ze w dyspozycji
zarbwno pafistw czlonkowskich, jak i Komisji Europejskiej sa inne narzedzia, ktére nalezy najpierw wdrozy¢, i w
pierwszej kolejnosci dazy¢ do tego, aby z istniejacych mozliwosci wsparcia korzystali wszyscy do tego uprawnieni,
gdyz niestety, ale szacuje si¢, ze w chwili obecnej nawet polowa nie korzysta z przystugujacego im wsparcia. Apeluje
wiec do panstw czlonkowskich o pragmatyczne i odpowiedzialne podejicie i determinacje we wdrazaniu niedawno
przyjetych rekomendacji Rady w sprawie odpowiedzialnego dochodu minimalnego.
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Estrella Durd Ferrandis, en nombre del Grupo S&D. — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, sefiora ministra, sefiorias, es
nuestro deber impulsar mecanismos que luchen contra las desigualdades sociales y ayuden a las personas en situacién de
vulnerabilidad. Los sistemas de renta minima son un instrumento eficaz para luchar contra la pobreza y la exclusién,
ademds de garantizar la integracién y el acceso al mercado de trabajo, siempre y cuando sean adecuados y estén bien
disefiados.

Este no es el caso a dia de hoy. Ademds de las grandes diferencias existentes entre los esquemas de renta minima de los
diferentes Estados miembros, muchos los sittian por debajo del umbral nacional de pobreza. Es evidente que los actuales
esquemas nacionales no han dado lugar a una suficiente convergencia al alza ni a una reduccién significativa de la
pobreza. Por ello, como socialista, considero imprescindible una directiva europea que garantice que ninguna persona
en la Unién Europea tenga unos ingresos econémicos por debajo del umbral nacional de riesgo de pobreza o exclusion
social y que asegure su integracion en el mercado laboral.

Esta directiva es imprescindible para cumplir con el objetivo fijado en la Cumbre Social de Oporto de reducir el niimero
de personas que viven en la pobreza o exclusién social en la Unién Europea en, al menos, quince millones para 2030.
Por eso, desde este Parlamento pedimos también que se evalte la situacién de la pobreza en la Unién Europea en el
periodo previo a ese objetivo de Oporto, y no en 2032, como propone la Comisién en su Recomendacién.

En definitiva, son tiempos de impulsar medidas vinculantes e invertir en lo social para avanzar hacia una sociedad mds
justa y un progreso real e inclusivo.

Lucia Duri$ Nicholsonov4, za skupinu Renew. — Vizeny pan predsedajici. Celime mnohym krizam a evidentne sa ndm
nedari budovat socidlnu Eurépu, v ktorej nikto nemoze zostat pozadu. Devitdesiatpit a pol miliéna Eurépanov Cell
socidlnemu vyliceniu a chudobe. Jednou z najvicsich zranitelnych skupin st Zeny, jednorodiovské domdacnosti, [udia
so zdravotnym postihnutim alebo ludia z marginalizovanych skupin. Tridsat az patdesiat percent z tychto ludi nedos-
tdva Ziadnu podporu alebo dostane nedostato¢nt podporu, a to napriek tomu, Ze vietky ¢lenské $tity maji zavedent
schému minimalneho prijmu. Minimalny prijem musia dostdvat vetci ludia, ktori takiito pomoc potrebuju, ktori sa
ocitnti v ndzi, a to bez akychkolvek tradnickych prekdzok. Stit je iba taky silny, aky silny je najslabsi z jeho ¢lankov,
a Eur6pska tnia je taka silnd, aké st clenské 3tity, a nielen to, ludia, ktori Zija v ¢lenskych $titoch. Preto si myslim, Ze
Eurépska tnia musi prevziat vediicu tlohu v oblasti boja proti socidlnemu vyliceniu. Zdroven vSak musi re§pektovat
kompetencie ¢lenskych Statov.

Sara Matthieu, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, we are only halfway through the month, but for a lot of
European citizens now the struggle begins. Transaction denied when you're trying to buy food at a supermarket. You're
feeling guilty keeping your child at home because of a very expensive school trip. You're ignoring the calls of your
landlord on your phone when he’s asking where the rent is.

Today, a minimum income doesn’t lift people out of poverty. Too many people are struggling every day, putting all of
their energy into a fight for survival. The soaring cost of living crisis is hitting the most vulnerable households the
hardest.

How do we lift people out of poverty? We need an adequate minimum income that ensures that every European citizen
is able to buy food, to afford their rent, to be able to pay their electricity bills, and to be able to find a good job. This is
about a young Spanish guy that, with no support from his parents, can now afford a good education. This is about a
middle-aged Belgian woman who took care of the children instead of working, and whom we need to protect so she
doesn’t end up in poverty after a divorce. This is about supporting people with long-term illnesses who cannot work in
order to make sure that they don’t end up in poverty.

These are the people that would benefit most from minimum income above the poverty threshold, but as of today, not
one of our Member States has decided to implement this. So tomorrow, colleagues, the choice is yours: do we continue
on the same path and let the most vulnerable people down, or do we give these people the hope and the perspective
they deserve by supporting the resolution of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)? I ask you, vote
tomorrow for a directive on minimum income. Vote for the most vulnerable people’s future.
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Elzbieta Rafalska, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Panie Komisarzu! Kolezanki i Koledzy! Idea dochodu
minimalnego jest spotecznie nos$na i wazna, bo dochéd minimalny ma na celu przeciwdzialanie ubéstwu, wykluczeniu
spolecznemu poprzez propagowanie odpowiedniego wspierania dochodu, skutecznego dostepu do ustug wspierajacych i
podstawowych, integracji na rynku pracy osob do niej zdolnych. Jednak cele te nalezy realizowaé bez uszczerbku dla
uprawnieft panstw czlonkowskich, poniewaz polityka spoteczna i zatrudnienia jest realizowana przede wszystkim przez
panstwa czlonkowskie, do ktérych nalezy identyfikacja potrzeb i dopasowanie ich do wewngtrznych mozliwosci.
Inicjatywy Unii Europejskiej musza by¢ realizowane z poszanowaniem traktatowego podzialu kompetencji, zasady
pomocniczosci i dialogu spolecznego.

Decydujaca kwestig dla mojej pracy jest zawarte w tekscie rezolucji nawigzanie do dyrektywy w sprawie odpowiedniego
dochodu. A wiec ta dyrektywa jest glosem kluczowym, a jej odrzucenie w glosowaniu plenarnym przesadzi o naszej
rekomendacji co do glosu finalnego.

Guido Reil, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Die EU
mochte ein europiisches Mindesteinkommen einfithren. Das ist erstaunlich, denn jeder Mitgliedstaat hat da schon eine
eigene Gesetzgebung. In Deutschland war es mal Hartz IV. Hartz IV wurde eingefithrt, um Langzeitarbeitslosen wieder
den Weg in den Arbeitsmarkt zu erméglichen. Funktioniert hat das ganz schlecht: 2022 haben es gerade mal 1,6 % der
Hartz-IV-Bezieher geschafft.

Das ist auch spannend, denn gerade 2022 wurden Arbeitskrifte dringend benétigt, z. B. an den deutschen Flughifen. Es
ist traurig, dass es kein einziger Hartz-IV-Empfanger geschafft hat, einen Koffer auf ein Transportband zu legen.
Spannend ist auch: 5,5 Millionen Menschen bezogen in Deutschland Hartz IV, davon 2,5 Millionen Auslinder. Die
Zahl ist seit 2016 um 45 % gestiegen. Spannend ist auch: 66 % der Syrer beziehen in Deutschland Hartz IV.

Und jetzt gibt es noch etwas Neues: Jetzt gibt es das Biirgergeld. Es gibt also noch mal eine Schippe drauf. Das ist fur
mich ein Schlag ins Gesicht fiir die vielen Menschen, die im Niedriglohnsektor arbeiten, und das sind in Deutschland
viele, viele Millionen.

Wenn wir die Armut bekdmpfen wollen, miissen wir diesen Menschen helfen; wir miissen diese Menschen unterstiitzen,
und wir miissen den Biirgergeldbeziehern die Moglichkeit geben, auch zu arbeiten, gemeinniitzig zu arbeiten, um
Wertschitzung zu erfahren. Niemand darf sich in der sozialen Hingematte ausruhen.

Ozlem Demirel, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Herr Prisident! Menschen, die am Monatsende nur noch trockene
Nudeln essen, Kinder, die hungrig zur Schule gehen, Rentnerinnen, die in Miilleimern Pfandflaschen suchen, Arbeiter, die
trotz Arbeit nicht mehr tiber die Runden kommen — lingst sind das keine Einzelschicksale mehr.

Schon vor den Preisexplosionen war jeder funfte EU-Einwohner von Armut bedroht. Wie viele sind es inzwischen, Herr
Kommissar? Wie viele Menschen, denen das Gefiihl gegeben wird, sie seien ganz personlich schuld und gescheitert? Wie
viele Menschen sind das? Dabei ist doch niemand, der nicht zur Klasse der Superreichen gehort, wirklich vor Armut
geschiitzt.

Armut ist auch kein Einzelschicksal. Sie hat System, und die reiche EU leistet sich viel zu viel Armut. Deshalb ist es
richtig und tberfillig, dass wir tiber Mindestsicherungssysteme in der EU beraten. Doch wir brauchen nicht nur eine
Empfehlung, Herr Kommissar, sondern eine verbindliche Richtlinie. Wir miissen ndmlich sicherstellen, dass wir
Grundsicherungssysteme in allen Mitgliedstaaten haben, die ein Leben in Wiirde sichern, die das existenzielle Minimum
absichern, die Teilhabe fiir alle ermdglichen, die den Zugang zu Bildung, Umschulung und Weiterbildung gewahren und
die gute Arbeitspldtze schaffen, die vor Armut schiitzen.

Im Ubrigen sind schwache Sozialsicherungssysteme auch immer ein Angriff auf gute Léhne. Kolleginnen und Kollegen,
die Schere zwischen Arm und Reich ist nicht gottgegeben. Thre Ursache hat systematische Griinde. Ja, es ist die Profit-
maximierung, und politische Entscheidungen der Vergangenheit haben diese Situation verschérft. Deshalb lassen Sie uns
dem einen Riegel vorschieben. Herr Kommissar, bitte noch in dieser Legislaturperiode eine Richtlinie!
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Adim Késa (NI). - Tisztelt Elnok Ur! A miniméljovedelem alapvetése, hogy minden embernek kételez6 ezt segélyként
adni élete végéig. Ezt a megkozelitést tobb okbdl is elutasitom. Tobben lesznek inaktivak, mert a segélyt valasztjak a
munka helyett. Ezért az eurépai orszdgok versenyképessége leromlik. A szocidlpolitikai elldtérendszer kiegyensiilyozott-
saga megbomlik, és egyre kevesebb lesz a befizetd, illetve egyre tobb lesz a kedvezményezett. Ez garantdlt gazdasigi
osszeomldst és dllamcsGdot jelent. Magyarorszdgon tiz év alatt kozel egymillié ¢ij munkahelyet hoztak létre. A személyi
jovedelem addkulcsa egységesen 15 szdzalék mindenkinek, és igen komoly csaladi addkedvezményrendszer segiti az
emberek jobb életét, ahogyan a 25 év alatti fiatalok szdmdra az adomentesség. A munkaalapi tdrsadalom a kulcs a
jobb és igazsigos jové felé. Mert ha munka van, minden van.

Dennis Radtke (PPE). — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Die jiingsten Zahlen des
letzten Eurobarometers machen eigentlich die Dramatik und die Notwendigkeit dieser Debatte noch einmal deutlich. 92 %
der Europder fiirchten sich vor sozialem Abstieg. 42 % sagen, sie haben aktuell grofSe Schwierigkeiten, iiberhaupt ihre
laufenden Rechnungen zu bezahlen, und 45 % sagen, dass sie in der Inflationskrise bisher einen erheblichen Verlust an
Lebensstandard erfahren haben.

Das kommt sozusagen alles noch hinzu zu der Situation, die wir vorher hatten, die wir auch vor COVID hatten, wo wir
das Thema Armutsbekdmpfung hier schon im Fokus hatten und gesagt haben, die Situation ist dramatisch, aber die
Situation ist im Grunde durch COVID und die Inflationskrise noch dramatischer geworden, und ich werbe darum, das
Thema weiter ganzheitlich zu bespielen.

Ich glaube, wir kénnen es uns nicht so einfach machen und sagen, wenn wir eine Richtlinie machen, dann haben wir
einen erfolgreichen Schritt in Richtung Armutsbekdmpfung getan. Mir ist einfach wichtig, dass wir insgesamt den Weg,
den wir hier mit einer groffen Mehrheit in diesem Haus gemeinsam beschritten haben, fortsetzen.

Wir haben als EU wirklich geliefert; wir haben den européischen Mindestlohn auf den Weg gebracht. Wir sind jetzt dran
beim Thema Plattformregulierung. Das, was wir beim Thema ESF+ auf die Schiene gesetzt haben, kann sich sehen lassen.
Auch das ist ein wichtiger Aspekt fiir das Thema Armutsbekdmpfung und fiir die Organisation von Partizipation.

Denn das muss doch insgesamt auch unser Antrieb sein. Wir wollen doch nicht Menschen alimentieren, sondern wir
wollen Teilhabe fiir Menschen organisieren. Deswegen mache ich es mir nicht ganz so einfach und sage: Richtlinie
einfach ja oder nein, dann sind alle Probleme gelost, sondern ich werbe weiterhin fiir einen ganzheitlichen Ansatz.

Agnes Jongerius (S&D). — Voorzitter, ook voor de ouderen met een klein pensioen zijn de prijzen van de boodschap-
pen gestegen. Ook voor de arbeidsongeschikten is de huur omhooggegaan. En ook voor de mensen met een bijstand-
suitkering is de energierekening niet meer op te brengen. Overal in Europa nemen de betalingsproblemen toe. En de
armoedecijfers gaan de lucht in, samen met de rijzende prijzen.

De minimuminkomens zijn dus niet meer toereikend om de rekeningen te kunnen betalen en een fatsoenlijk leven te
kunnen leiden. Niet alleen het minimumloon, maar ook het minimuminkomen moet toereikend zijn voor mensen. Dat
moeten we durven te vragen van de lidstaten. Dat moeten we durven te eisen van de lidstaten.

Daarom ben ik voor een richtlijn rond het minimuminkomen. Als iemand mij zegt dat dit onmogelijk is, dan zeg ik:
“dat zullen we nog wel eens zien”. We hebben geen tijd meer om met de duimen te draaien. Vertel mij niet dat het
onmogelijk is. Laten we ervoor gaan: een richtlijn “minimuminkomen”.

Max Orville (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, plus d’une personne sur cing est menacée de
pauvreté ou dexclusion sociale dans 'Union européenne. Derriere ce chiffre, il y a des individus en souffrance. Cette
réalité est insupportable. Face a ce constat, il est capital de pouvoir s'appuyer sur des régimes de revenus minimums
robustes. C'est une mesure de justice sociale. Le Conseil a adopté sa recommandation sur le sujet. Il s’agit d’'un instru-
ment non contraignant pour les Etats membres.

Monsieur le Commissaire, je vous appelle a présenter une directive sur le revenu minimum. Cette directive doit pouvoir
assurer le niveau adéquat des revenus minimums dans chaque pays pour que chacun puisse vivre dignement. Elle doit
aussi coordonner nos approches pour renforcer les politiques de retour vers 'emploi. Ceest notre responsabilité d’élus
d’arriver a une Europe plus juste, qui promeut partout la dimension émancipatrice du travail, mais qui toujours accom-
pagne ceux qui en ont le plus besoin.
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Mounir Satouri (Verts/ALE). - Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, Madame la Ministre, le constat est
sans appel: montée de la précarité, crise, augmentation de la pauvreté et difficulté de se nourrir. Il nous faut garantir un
revenu minimum digne pour toutes et tous. Et pour pouvoir le garantir, il nous faut une directive, une directive forte qui
limpose.

Alors jentends que certains s'expriment contre ce projet de directive. Comment votre doigt peut-il trembler quand il
s'agit enfin d’apporter sa protection aux plus vulnérables? Aujourdhui, en France, par exemple, les jeunes font la queue
pour pouvoir bénéficier de l'aide alimentaire pour se nourrir. Et notre RSA ne leur permet pas de bénéficier de ce revenu
minimum. Aujourd’hui, il n'y a que deux Etats membres qui permettent de garantir a leur population un revenu mini-
mum digne de ce nom.

Alors, chers collégues, je vous appelle solennellement a faire pencher la balance pour qu'enfin une directive européenne
soit adoptée et a ne pas étre dans le camp de celles et ceux pour qui la dignité des gens n’est pas essentielle.

Agvtépne Nikohaouv-Alafavog (NI). — Kipie Tpoedpe, o yrigiopa yia o ehdyioto e100dnpa xbver kpokodeihia daxpua yia
™ dewn} Kataotaon Tev epyatopEveay mou doulelouv yia ixoula Kat AVTIETOMILOUV TV KOUpoa Tou TANYOPLOHOU, THV TIHGY
Pactkov mpoidviwy kar umnpeoiav, To Eeomitwpa and g tpaneles kai ta funds. Kalel v Emtponr) va katadéoer oxédio
odnylag avTioToyNG Pe EKEIVIG Yia TOV KateTato wevo, g odnyiag Snhadn mou ovopdlel v anapadekt) katdpynor tev
Suloyikev ZupPdoeov Epyaciac kar Tov kadopiopd katetatou pedol pe vopo edvikn mapadoor g ENadac kar aMwv
KPaTOV HEAGV.

Eivar yvooty n otpamyikr] tov ekaxiotev. Trv epapuolouv xpovia 1 kufépvion e Néag Anpokpatiag, Tou YPIZA, tou
[TASOK/KIN.AA. ot xopa pou: Moipalet piyouha pe pass e 000UG oTepoUvTaL Ta OTOLKELN, TOU Ta Maipvel and ekeivoug
TOU €ival MyOTEPO QTWXOL ZTMPOYVEL T KOWGVIKA dtkatopata mpog ta kate, opitel pa ypappr eEadMoons mave and v
omota kaveig dev dikatoUtar oTrpiEr), Eve 01 OPIAOL MOUKGVOUV HE Ypripata Tou Aaou.

Evioyuon Ttou AaikoU e00drpatog anotelovv ta pétpa mou diekdikolv e ayeva orjuepa ot epyalopievot, To Tatikod cuvdika-
Notiko kivnpa: ouNoyikeg ouppaoels epyaoiag, avEnoelg oe uodoUg kat oUVTAEeIS, ot Aot TV GUYXPOVOV avayKev, Katap-
ynon tou OIIA ota &dn Adikig katavaAwong, Tev KOGV QOpLV KATAVAAWONG 08 KAUOIHA Kal evépyela, dtaypagr Twv mav-
OTOKIOV KL TOV XPEGY AAIKGY VOIKOKUPIGOY OTIG Tpaneles Kal mpootacia g AdiKMG KATOKiag and Toug MAELOTNpLacHoUS.

Gabriele Bischoff (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Kolleginnen und Kollegen, Herr Kommissar, Frau Ministerin! Es ist richtig,
dass wir diese EntschlieBung hier auf den Weg bringen. Aber ich mochte noch einmal in Erinnerung rufen, worum es
geht. Wir reden nicht dariiber, ob wir Sozialsysteme brauchen oder nicht, was einige ja schon infrage stellen, sondern
wir reden uiber die Angemessenheit dieser Systeme und die Zugénglichkeit. Hier sechen wir, dass es riesengrofle Probleme
in Europa gibt.

Ich frage mich ehrlich manchmal - ich weiff nicht, wie es dem Kommissar geht —, ob es Fluch oder Segen ist, schon so
lange in der europiischen Sozialpolitik aktiv zu sein. Wie viele Prasidentschaften, wie viele Entschliefungen, wie viele
OMK-Prozesse, wie viel freiwillige Selbstverpflichtung ich schon gesehen habe — keine davon wirkt.

Deshalb kann ich mir nicht vorstellen, einen neuen EU-Kommissionsprasidenten oder eine neue
EU-Kommissionsprasidentin zu wihlen, der bzw. die die nicht ganz oben auf die Agenda setzt, eine Richtlinie fiir ein
Mindesteinkommen auf den Weg zu bringen. Ich werde diese Richtlinie immer als die Fintan-Farrell-Richtlinie in Ehren
halten — wo immer er jetzt ist. Es ist einfach an der Zeit und tiberfillig, in Bezug auf die Richtlinie zu Taten zu schreiten.

Awadikaoia «catch the eye»
Milan Brglez (S&D). — Gospod predsednik, spostovani komisar, kolegice in kolegi!
Varstvo pred tveganjem reviCine je temelj socialne drzave, ¢lovekove varnosti in svobodne izbire.

V tem mandatu smo uspeli narediti prvi korak s sprejetiem direktive o ustreznih minimalnih placah. Ker pa je bila
klju¢na pravzaprav politi¢na volja in ne toliko pravna osnova, ta politicna volja je bila klju¢na tudi, ko so drzave ¢lanice
intervenirale v ¢asu pandemije in prilagodile svoje sheme socialnih minimalnih dohodkov.
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Direktiva o zadostnem minimalnem dohodku, ki jo zahtevamo, je logicen odziv na sosledje kriz in predstavlja trajen
mehanizem na permanentno krizo. Jaméila naj bi dostojno Zivljenje tistim z najnizjimi dohodki, dlje ¢asa odsotnim s
trga delovne sile ter socialno ogroZenim, mladim, upokojencem ter drugim, ki jim grozi reviCina ali socialno izkljuce-

vanje.

Jutridnje glasovanje, tudi s predlogom direktive, torej je preizkus nase politi¢ne volje in resnosti obljub, da je res socialna
Evropa v sluzbi ljudi.

Rosa D’Amato (Verts/ALE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la surreale polemica della destra contro il reddito
minimo ¢ una prova lampante che il patto sociale non esiste pitt. Noi Verdi chiediamo semplicemente una direttiva
europea che porti il reddito minimo al di sopra della soglia di poverta, affinché diventi uno strumento di vera inclusione
sociale e non di mera sopravvivenza.

Un reddito minimo adeguato va accompagnato da un sistema di politiche attive ambizioso per far fronte la crescente
poverta anche tra chi lavora. Non ¢ accettabile che in Europa governi come quello italiano usino una retorica disgustosa
per distrarre i cittadini, aizzarli gli uni contro gli altri per nascondere la sua incompetenza e le sue vere intenzioni.

La verita? Ridurre il numero dei beneficiari e I'importo complessivo del reddito ha un solo obiettivo: forzare i piu
vulnerabili ad accettare lavori precari e malpagati. Abbiate il coraggio di dirlo, pero.

Sandra Pereira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, as politicas de rendimento minimo devem ter natureza temporaria,
transitoria e assegurar um nivel minimo de rendimento que permita viver com dignidade aqueles que se encontram em
situagdo de maior privagdo e vulnerabilidade.

A introdugdo de regimes de rendimento minimo em todos os Estados-Membros da Unido Europeia, consistindo em
medidas especificas de apoio as pessoas cujo rendimento é insuficiente e na garantia do direito a satide, educacio,
habitagdo, entre outros direitos fundamentais, a par de medidas de inclusio, visa garantir um nivel adequado de vida e
promover a integragdo social.

Mas ndo nos iludamos. O caminho mais eficaz de combate a pobreza radica no combate as suas causas. Sdo necessarias
medidas concretas que promovam politicas publicas de emprego e de apoio e promocdo da capacidade produtiva
nacional, com vista a criagio de emprego com direitos, a valorizagio do trabalho e dos trabalhadores, a0 aumento dos
saldrios, a valorizagdo dos servigos ptiblicos e a garantia do direito a habitacio.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospod predsednik!

Energetska kriza in draginja, s katerima se soo¢amo tudi v Sloveniji, sta izjemno pospesili socialne stiske in socialno
neenakost. Grozljive posledice se kazejo v povecani socialni izklju¢enosti.

Kar 95 milijonov Evropejk in Evropejcev je bilo v letu 2021 izpostavljenih tveganju revicine. Te Stevilke pa so se lani e
povecale. To pomeni, da se kar ena petina nasih drZavljank in drZavljanov tezko prebije ¢ez mesec. Ta podatek mora
strezniti vse dvomljivce, da odlo¢ne politike za socialno vkljuéenost potrebujemo tukaj in zdaj.

Vse drzave ¢lanice morajo obvezno sprejeti ukrepe za pomoc¢ aktivnega vkljucevanja, torej pomo¢, ki bo ljudem poma-
gala najprej in naprej v dostojno Zivljenje. Tak$no odlo¢nost smo lani jeseni pokazali s sprejemom zakonskega paketa o
minimalni pla¢i. Tak$no odlocenost pri¢akujemo tudi jutri.

Ne pustimo, da nasa dobra namera ostane le na papirju, zato ,da“ podpora resoluciji Parlamenta, Se ve¢ji ,da“ za
konkretne ukrepe, za socialno vklju¢enost po celotni Evropski uniji.

Leila Chaibi (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, en PFrance, il existe un revenu minimum qui sappelle le revenu de
solidarité active, le RSA. Mais quand on a moins de 25 ans, on n'y a pas droit. La France est un des seuls pays de
I'Union européenne a mettre une condition d’age dans l'accés au revenu minimum. Des milliers de jeunes Frangais se
retrouvent condamnés a démarrer leur vie dans la pauvreté parce qu'ils sont discriminés dans l'accés au RSA.
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Une directive peut remédier a ca. Pas une simple recommandation aux Etats membres, une directive. Une directive
contraignante, avec une clause de non-discrimination, obligerait la France a ouvrir l'acces au RSA aux moins
de 25 ans. Monsieur le Commissaire, faites une directive. Montrez aux jeunes Francais qu’ils peuvent compter sur
vous, qu'ils peuvent compter sur 'Union européenne.

(Ahén e dadikaciag «catch the eye»)

Nicolas Schmit, membre de la Commission. — Monsieur le Président, chers membres du Parlement, d’abord, je tiens a vous
remercier pour avoir organisé ces débats. Pendant un peu plus d’'une heure, vous avez donné une voix a ceux qui, bien
qu'ils soient des millions en Europe, n’en ont pas.

Et je crois que c'est un pas vers plus de justice. Cest un pas aussi pour leur dire qu'on ne les oublie pas. On ne doit pas
les oublier. Et le projet européen est un projet, doit étre un projet inclusif. Il ne peut pas étre un projet qui fait une croix
sur des millions dhommes, de femmes et d’enfants qui simplement ne savent pas comment survivre, comment vivre le
lendemain.

Je crois que vous avez bien décrit la situation concréte de millions de citoyens européens, leur détresse. Parfois leur
désespoir aussi. Et il est illusoire, illusoire, de penser quon peut se sortir tout seul d'une telle situation. Donc il est
extrémement important d’avoir des soutiens, d’avoir une vraie politique sociale, d’avoir un revenu minimum sur lequel
on peut compter, mais qui vous permet aussi de vous en sortir, d’organiser votre vie et d’aller effectivement vers 'emploi
si vous pouvez travailler. Je crois qu'il y a beaucoup de lignes, beaucoup de perspectives qui ont été ouvertes dans ce
débat.

Vous me demandez une directive. Et je ne peux pas vous cacher que ma premiére idée, quand on s’est occupé de ce sujet
important — il faut d’abord reconnaitre que cette commission s'est lancée sur ce sujet — et donc, la premiére idée, c’était
effectivement d’envisager une directive. Malheureusement — et croyez-moi je n‘aime pas trop avancer des arguments
juridiques — mais malheureusement le traité ne nous donne pas beaucoup de marge.

Le traité n'a pas été écrit pour effectivement intervenir dans les politiques sociales des Etats membres. Et d’ailleurs jai
entendu tous ceux qui défendaient ici les intéréts des personnes frappées par la pauvreté, plaidant a la fois pour des
instruments en matiére de revenu minimum et en méme temps chaque fois, invoquer la subsidiarité, le droit des Etats de
déterminer jusqu'ou ils peuvent, ils veulent aller.

Et donc je pense que, a ce stade, peut-étre le choix entre la directive et la recommandation n’est pas la question la plus
essentielle. La question essentielle, C'est la volonté politique a I'échelle européenne, a l'échelle des Etats membres, d'aller
de l'avant et de dire: la pauvreté est un scandale, c’est un scandale pour notre société et on veut aborder ce probleme. La
précarité n'est pas une fatalité, n’est pas une fatalité. Et je crois que c'est cela finalement, ce qui est inscrit dans le socle
des droits sociaux.

Et donc cette recommandation met en place au moins un appel permanent, un processus qui oblige les Etats membres a
faire face a leurs responsabilités. Les responsabilités effectivement de lutter, de combattre efficacement, individuellement
contre la pauvreté, la pauvreté qui a un visage, qui a des noms, et de ne pas laisser de coté des millions de personnes qui
théoriquement auraient le droit de toucher un revenu minimum mais qui ne le touchent pas, soit parce qu'ils ne le
savent pas, parce qu'ils ne savent pas se débrouiller, soit parce qu'ils ont honte.

Eh bien, cette honte-la, ce n'est pas de leur coté qu'il faut la rechercher, la honte est du coté qui laisse des gens dans la
pauvreté. Et donc, bien siir, nous allons mettre en application cette recommandation. Et peut-étre, si un jour on peut
modifier le traité, il faut renforcer cet aspect du traité en matiére de lutte contre la pauvreté, pour plus de justice, pour
plus d’inclusion.

Et C'est vrai que la jeunesse, notre recommandation est tres claire a ce sujet On ne fait pas de la discrimination sur la
jeunesse. On n'exclut pas les jeunes d’'un droit, d'un droit essentiel, parce quil y a des millions de jeunes aujourd’hui qui
doivent faire la file pour avoir de l'aide alimentaire, qui ne savent pas comment financer leurs études, qui n'ont pas le
gout de chercher un emploi parce qu'ils n'ont pas la force, parce qu'effectivement ils ne savent pas comment et de quoi
le lendemain sera fait.
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Eh bien, cet appel la que vous avez initié aujourd’hui, il faut qu'il soit entendu et qui soit traduit en politiques concrétes.

Jessika Roswall, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Commissioner, I would like to
thank you all for this debate on this important topic. Minimum income schemes as a part of our social safety nets is a
tool to contribute to reducing poverty and combating social exclusion. The recommendation is an encouragement to
Member States to set their income support at a level that allows a life in dignity while safeguarding the incentives to
integrate and remain in the labour market for those who can work. It is within the Member States’ competence to define
and organise their social protection system. But I would like to emphasise that the broad support shown by the Member
States are a proof of the importance attached to this topic. There is a high level of ambition among the Member States
to ensure that minimum income support is at an adequate level that fosters participation in society and contributes to a
sustainable participation in the labour market. The Council recommendations recently adopted reflect just that. But once
again, thank you very much for the debate and thank you for your attention.

[Ipoedpog. — H ouliimon é\née. Ehafa dvo mpotdoeis ynelopatoc yia mv nepatwon avtic e oulimong.

H yngogopia da diegaydei avpro.

H ouvedpiaon Srakomtetar yia Mya Aemta kar Ja enavalnedet oug 3.00 pe myv ‘Qpa tov eputogwy mpog v Enttpor.

I'parrtég dnAaoeig (apdpo 171 tou Kavoviopou)

Vilija Blinkeviciaté (S&D), rastu. — Europos Sgjungoje daugiau nei 95 mln. ES gyventojy gresia skurdas arba socialiné
atskirtis. Skurde atsiduria ne tik dirbantys Zmonés, bet ir jy vaikai. Siandien turime apie 18 milijony skurstanciy vaiky.
Skurdas ir socialiné atskirtis yra asmeninés ir kolektyvinés socialinés atsakomybés klausimas ir jy priezastys sietinos su
valstybiy nariy ir ES ekonomine ir socialine politika. Socialing atskirtj dar labiau padidino COVID pandemija bei tebesi-
tesiantis karas Rusijoje, kas i$Sauké deSimtmeciais nematyta infliacija, maisto ir energijos kainy augimg. Minimalios
pajamy sistemos yra skirtos padéti pragyventi Zmonéms, neturintiems kity pajamy S3altiniy dél jvairiy priezasciy.
Tadiau labai daznai minimalios pajamy sistemos neatitinka realaus pragyvenimo lygio ir labiausiai paZeidZiami Zmonés
atsiduria skurde. Nors $iuo visose valstybése narése taikomos jvairiy risiy MPS, tadiau jy poveikis didinant konvergencija
ar mazinant skurda néra pakankamas, o kartais nustatytas MP dydis yra netgi maZzesnis nei skurdo rizikos. Tai reiskia,
kad asmenys, gaunantys minimalias pajamas, neturi pakankamai pajamy, kad galéty pragyventi. Esami privalomos teisi-
nés galios neturintys mechanizmai, kaip antai konkrecioms Salims skirtos rekomendacijos (KSSR) ir pagal Europos
semestrg nustatyta socialiniy rodikliy suvestiné, padéjo kovoti su skurdu ir socialine atskirtimi, tac¢iau jie yra nepakan-
kami. Todél mums bitina turéti veiksmingg ir privalomg teisés aktg dél minimaliy pajamy sistemy.

Jarostaw Duda (PPE), na pismie. — Na wstepie chciatbym podziekowaé sprawozdawcom za przygotowanie tego kom-
pleksowego dokumentu. Od 1995 roku zajmuje si¢ polityka spoleczng, temat wiec jest mi bliski i znany. Uwazam, ze
opracowujac strategie wsparcia, nalezy oprze¢ si¢ na podejsciu opartym na cyklu zycia i obejmujgcym szeroki wachlarz
dziatai. Pomoc moze by¢ potrzebna na kazdym etapie zycia. Cieszg si¢, ze idea ta zostala zastosowana w nowej strategii
Komisji Europejskiej w sprawie opieki dlugoterminowej. Zgadzam si¢ tez z autorami rezolucji, ze same systemy
dochodu minimalnego nie wystarcza, aby wyciagna¢ ludzi z ubdstwa. Jestem zdania, ze potrzebujemy znacznie szers-
zych systeméw wsparcia, obejmujacych réwniez ksztalcenie i szkolenie lub rozwdj umiejetnosci w celu reintegracji na
rynku pracy dla oséb, ktére moga pracowal, czy wlaczenie spoleczne osiagane poprzez proaktywne postawy pracowni-
kéw socjalnych. Potrzebujemy dobrych systeméw laczenia zasitkéw z aktywnym wsparciem zatrudnienia. Tylko dobre i
kompleksowe systemy pozwolg na osiagnigcie celéw wyznaczonych podczas szczytu w Porto, czyli wyciagnigcia co
najmniej 15 miliondéw o0séb z ubdstwa.

Laura Ferrara (NI), per iscritto. — La forza politica a cui appartengo, il M5S, ha sempre agito per proteggere la dignita di
chi vive in stato di bisogno. Lo ha fatto anche con lintroduzione, per la prima volta in Italia, del «Reddito di
Cittadinanza». E uno strumento ancora perfettibile, che prevede requisiti, condizioni e obblighi del beneficiario, al fine
di perseguire obiettivi di politiche attive del lavoro e di inclusione sociale, favorendo crescita occupazionale ed econo-
mica.
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Mentre nell'Unione si dibatte su come migliorare l'accessibilita, 'adeguatezza e lefficacia dei regimi di reddito minimo,
anche attraverso una proposta di direttiva, il Governo della Meloni persegue la scellerata decisione di abolire il «Reddito
di Cittadinanza.

L'intenzione ¢ di sostituirlo con misure che rischiano di ridurre, anziché aumentare, le risorse da destinare a persone e
famiglie svantaggiate, sempre pit danneggiate dallaumento dei prezzi energetici e del costo della vita. Continueremo la
nostra battaglia in Italia e in Europa per garantire a tutti una vita dignitosa ed un'occupazione di qualitd. Nessuno deve
rimanere indietro.

Cindy Franssen (PPE), schriftelijk. — Tijdens de afgelopen plenaire zitting hebben we over een resolutie gestemd waarin
wordt opgeroepen tot een Europees adequaat minimuminkomen. In 2021 liepen 95 miljoen Europeanen een armoede-
risico, waarvan 18 miljoen kinderen. De Europese Commissie heeft de ambitie om in samenwerking met de lidstaten
tegen 2030 het aantal mensen in armoede met minstens 15 miljoen te verlagen. Daarvoor hebben we de voorbije jaren
al heel wat initiatieven genomen, zoals de loontransparantie, de adequate minimumlonen, de kindergarantie, het sociaal
klimaatfonds, het Europees Platform voor de bestrijding van dakloosheid en het lopende dossier voor een betere sociale
bescherming van platformwerkers.

Door de energiecrisis en hoge inflatie rijzen de kosten voor levensonderhoud inzake energie, huisvesting, voeding... de
pan uit. Mensen kunnen nauwelijks overleven. Steeds meer gezinnen geraken in moeilijkheden. Daarom is het tijd om
alle zeilen bij te zetten en te voorzien in een minimuminkomen voor de meest kwetsbaren. Dat is uiteraard geen
universeel Europees minimuminkomen. Daarvoor zijn de verschillen tussen de lidstaten te groot. Alle Europese landen
hebben al een soort van minimuminkomen, maar het is te laag om effectief te zijn. We moeten het optrekken richting
de Europese armoederisicogrens. Armoede mag in onze samenleving geen plaats hebben. Europa zal sociaal zijn, of zal
niet zijn.

Katarina Roth Nevedalovd (S&D), pisomne. — Debata o minimédlnom prijme je dnes eSte doleZitej$ia ako inokedy,
pretoZze v Eurépe mdme obrovski infliciu a rastd ndm ceny potravin. Zdrover tu mdme aj energetickii krizu, pre
ktorti ndm krachuja firmy. Toto vsetko dokopy spdsobuje, ze Tudia si za svoje peniaze mozu dovolit stile menej a
menej. Aktudlne na Slovensku poklesli redlne mzdy najviac za poslednych 20 rokov, ¢o si nikto nev§ima. Preto treba
zabezpecit podporu najzranitelnejsich skupin, aby socidlne ddvky a prispevky, ale hlavne mzdy ludi boli dostacujiice na
dostojny Zivot.

Podla informacii EUROSTAT-u bolo v roku 2021 viac ako 95 miliénov fudi v EU ohrozenych chudobou a socidlnym
vylticenim, ¢o predstavuje az 21 % nasej populdcie. Pandémia odhalila medzery v systémoch socidlnej ochrany a vojna
na Ukrajine spolu s infldciou rasticou rychlejsie ako prijmy situdciu este viac zhorsila. Clenské $taty sice maji systémy
minimédlneho prijmu, no viade funguji inak a nie vzdy st primerané. Casto sa dokonca nachddzaji pod vnutrostitnou
hranicou chudoby a nemotivuji Tudf k ndvratu na pracovny trh. Preto je potrebné, aby sme sa touto tematikou zaoberali
na eur6pskej trovni a nastavili si asponi minimélne spolo¢né Standardy tak, aby nikto v EU nemal prijem pod vniitros-
tatnou hranicou chudoby alebo socidlneho vylicenia.

Stefania Zambelli (ID), per iscritto. — Gentili colleghi, i regimi di reddito minimo, presenti in diversi Stati membri, sono
sicuramente un utile strumento per combattere la poverta assoluta e per garantire una forma di sostentamento a chi non
puo lavorare.

Tuttavia essi non devono trasformarsi in un dannoso ostacolo per l'accesso al mondo del lavoro. Dunque le persistenti
richieste da parte dellEuropa per una direttiva sul reddito minimo non possono essere condivisibili. Occorre mettere le
aziende e tutte le realta produttive nella condizione di creare lavoro, il modo pit efficace di combattere la poverta ¢
infatti quello di creare un’occupazione stabile e di qualita.

Bisogna, inoltre, ribadire come le prerogative di stabilire i criteri sui redditi minimi siano solamente in capo agli Stati
membri. Ogni regime di reddito minimo deve solamente rappresentare una forma di sostegno temporaneo volta a
combattere l'esclusione sociale per incoraggiare I'accesso al mondo del lavoro, non per impedirlo.
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VORSITZ: RAINER WIELAND

Vizeprisident

11. Posédzio atnaujinimas

(Die Sitzung wird um 15.05 Uhr wieder aufgenommen.)

12. Ankstesnio posédzio protokolo tvirtinimas
Der Priisident. — Das Protokoll der gestrigen Sitzung und die angenommenen Texte sind verfiigbar.
Ich sehe keine Einwinde.

Das Protokoll ist damit genehmigt.

13. Klausimy Komisijai valanda. Kaip uZtikrinti energetinj sauguma ES 2023 m.

Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Fragestunde mit Anfragen an die Kommission gemifs
Artikel 137 der Geschiftsordnung.

Ich begriifle Frau Kommissarin Simson zu dieser Fragestunde.

Das Thema dieser Fragestunde lautet: ,Wie lasst sich die Energieversorgungssicherheit in der EU im Jahr 2023 gewéhr-
leisten?”

Die Fragestunde wird etwa 90 Minuten dauern. Die Redezeiten sind: eine Minute, um eine Frage zu stellen, zwei Minuten
fur die Antwort, 30 Sekunden fiir eine Zusatzfrage und weitere zwei Minuten fir die Antwort.

Ich weise Sie darauf hin, dass eine mogliche Zusatzfrage nur dann zulissig ist, wenn sie in einem engen Zusammenhang
mit der Hauptfrage steht und keine neue Frage enthilt.

Wenn Sie eine Frage stellen mochten, ersuche ich Sie, Thren Antrag jetzt zu registrieren, indem Sie die Funktion Ihres
Abstimmungsgerits fiir spontane Wortmeldungen nutzen, nachdem Sie Thre Stimmkarte eingeschoben haben. Wahrend
der Fragestunde erfolgen Wortmeldungen von Threm Sitzplatz aus, und ich ersuche alle Redner, die ihnen zugewiesene
Redezeit einzuhalten.

Die Kolleginnen und Kollegen benétigen moglicherweise einige Augenblicke, um ihren Antrag, eine Frage zu stellen,
tiber ihr Abstimmungsgerit zu registrieren. Daher ersuche ich Sie erneut, Ihren Antrag jetzt zu stellen, und wir beginnen
mit der ersten Frage.

Maria Spyraki (PPE). - Commissioner Simson, my question is concerning the issue of production of green hydrogen in
the framework of how to ensure energy security in the period of 2023. I would like to focus on the issue of the
delegated acts that the Commission has already tabled.

According to my opinion, and I think that we can share this opinion in this house, the industry needs clarity, needs
stability and needs predictability. In this regard, I would like to ask you if the Commission is ready to give some kind of
clarification when it comes to the use of hydrogen, the definition of green hydrogen for industrial reasons, for produc-
tion reasons, for chemical reasons and at the same time for fuel. And secondly, if you are ready to give clarification
when it comes to the term of ‘additionality’, which is provided in the delegated acts.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Thank you, honourable Member, and thank you for allowing me to address
this still very important question: how we will be better prepared for next winter in the current volatile environment of
energy prices.
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As you know, clean hydrogen is one of our workstreams that allows us to replace natural gas in the sectors where
electrification is not possible or is just too costly. And the European Commission has been debating the precise wording
of the Hydrogen Delegated Act for two years. We really did listen to all the options and reached out to all the stake-
holders. We knew that we could not make everyone happy but there is no industry segment that fundamentally opposes
our regulatory framework.

And after the Commission published the delegated act, there have been some very promising developments. For
example, Thyssenkrupp announced a 2 billion investment in clean steel, which will require one driver tower of hydro-
gen by 2030. And I think that this is a clear testimony that the delegated act works and gives certainty and predictabi-
lity for the sector. And we also see support from hydrogen consumers, the hydrogen infrastructure developers. And also
we will address the remaining challenges after two days when, accompanied with our Net-Zero Industry Act, there will
also be a dedicated part on a hydrogen bank.

We do have already project pipelines in place year by year. And last year alone, the total volume of electrolyser projects
before 2030 grew by 17%. And this shows that the industry is increasingly confident about the chances for the
European market, and indeed these projects are all across Europe.

And from an international perspective, there is great interest towards our regulatory framework. We aim to create a
global certification scheme that other major market players will also acknowledge, and that gives also a possibility to
scale up the hydrogen market.

Maria Spyraki (PPE). — Mr President, coming to scaling up the market, I would like to go to the Hydrogen Valleys. And
of course, you are familiar with the joint undertaking. We have a very few number of hydrogen valleys in the EU ground
— two or three. And I would like to ask you if the Commission is preparing some action in this regard, particularly in
terms of raising awareness at the regional level.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Indeed, we have set up an EU-level framework that allows regional develo-
pers to share the best practices. But on top of that, we are addressing the remaining bottlenecks, the infrastructure
question and, of course, access to affordable, renewable electricity. Just an hour ago, the Commission adopted an elec-
tricity-market design that will promote renewables, that will give clear incentives to accelerate renewables by using PPAs,
and that should also allow hydrogen projects to scale up in speed because, indeed, by 2030 we will need 10 million
tons of green hydrogen produced domestically here in EU.

Dan Nica (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, doamna comisar, pentru mine si grupul meu politic este foarte clar cd dacd
vrem sd avem o securitate energeticd in Uniunea Europeand, trebuie sd ne uitdm la modul in care reusim sd reducem, sd
elimindm aceastd volatilitate excesivd a pietei de energie electricd, de gaze in Uniunea Europeand.

Este clar cd trebuie sd crestem capacitdtile de energii regenerabile, eficienta energeticd si este pentru mine o intrebare
cum facem ca, incercind sd crestem mult, mult, foarte mult cantitatea de energie regenerabild, si nu credm o altd
dependentd de energiile prime necesare care si produci, si contribuie la producerea panourilor solare si in special ma
refer la baterii. Avem materiale critice si cum facem ca acest lucru si nu se transforme intr-o noud dependentd si care
este strategia Comisiei Europene in acest sens?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Thank you for this question. We are at this stage in the situation where
prices are not as high as they were last year. Last year it was just a matter of survival. But despite the decrease of
electricity and, of course, gas prices, they remain higher than in regions where partially domestic consumption is
produced using gas and oil produced in these regions, for example, in the United States. And that means that our
only long lasting and sustainable way to deliver affordable and relatively low prices for our consumers is to accelerate
renewables.

We don’t want to create another dependency, and I know that on the renewables side, there are several bottlenecks that
that make it difficult to accelerate. The first one was permitting and to address that, our Renewable Energy Directive and
some Article 122 temporary proposals. Then there is a problem of how to connect these renewable installations into
the grid. We have to address the grid developments and we will do so. And on top of that, from where are the engines
for turbines and solar panels coming? That question we will address after tomorrow with our Net-Zero Industry Act, we
have to bring some of the production back to Europe. We cannot address this necessarily in the sector, all the possible
sectors, but we will address the sectors where Europe still keeps the global leadership or where we might create new
vulnerabilities. And solar industry for sure is such a sector where right now majority of the panels are coming from the
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only single supplier. But saying that, last year was a very good year for solar. It was 41GW of new installations — a
record year. And we do expect that this year will be another record year. And so it will continue because the solar sector
has already announced that they do expect 53GW this year of new installations.

Dan Nica (S&D). — Domnule presedinte, doamna comisar, sigur cd obiectivul nostru este sd avem o predictibilitate a
preturilor la energia electricd si la gaze, pentru cd acest lucru, aceste facturi care, pe de o parte, au avut o fluctuatie
foarte mare, pe de altd parte, nivelul foarte mare, i-au afectat si pe oameni si industria.

Intrebarea mea este: cum faceti sd determinati operatorii si distribuitorii de energie electrici si se ocupe de contracte pe
termen mediu si lung, in loc sd se ocupe de preturile pe a doua zi si sd intre intr-o zond care este consideratd de foarte
multd lume ca fiind o zond a speculatiilor si care a dus la aceste preturi uriase pentru facturile la energia electric?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, one of the challenges of last year for consumers was that
despite the fact that wind and solar in 2022 provided more electricity to our grids than coal, affordable pricing was not
felt by retail consumers. We aim to solve this issue by promoting long-term contracts that will give investment incenti-
ves for project developers, but also allow, not only industry, but also small and medium companies and retail consumers
to opt for predictable pricing schemes.

These kind of power purchase agreements were existing already under current regulation. Now we have mapped all the
shortcomings that have not made these schemes as popular as we think they are necessary, because also investors will
find ways to finance their projects better if they know that for five to ten years they do have agreed pricing on the table
and that allows them to also provide predictable pricing for the final consumers.

Valter Flego (Renew). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, kada govorimo o energiji, u proslosti malo je tko, vjerujem, tako
ozbiljno o njoj razmisljao kao danas.

Bilo je energije, cijena je bila OK i nismo se puno optereivali, ni gradani ni gospodarstvo s energijom. Ja bih rekao da
smo se previse opustili. To je sada jasno, ali od 24.2. i ovog nesretnog rata u Ukrajini svi smo odjednom postali svjesni
vaznosti energije. [ naravno, svi smo poceli razmisljati o alternativnim izvorima, o solarima, o energetskoj obnovi zgrada
i tako dalje. Ali, ne idu stvari posvuda u svim drZavama jednako brzo. Postoje, naravno, dokumenti Fit for 55, Green
Deal i tako dalje, ali ponavljam, neke drzave zaostaju. Moja Hrvatska ne ide u tom smjeru tako brzo.

Zato moje pitanje, poStovana povjerenice, je da li ovo ljeto planirate iskoristiti za dodatne kontrole, za razgovore, za, ja
bih rekao nadzor u drzavama ¢lanicama, kako ide provedba svih preuzetih obaveza oko povecanja energije iz alterna-
tivnih izvora upravo ¢im, ¢im prije, sada.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Yes, 1 am planning to do that because exactly this year, in 2023, Member
States have to upgrade their national energy and climate plans, and the previous ones were not aligned to our higher
climate targets. I hope that very soon we will be able to conclude the trilogues on the Renewables Directive. And we did
so last just last Friday on the Energy Efficiency Directive.

That means that Member States also have to upgrade their plans by promoting renewables, but also taking measures
that allow them to save energy, because at this very moment we do know that the only sustainable solution to replace
the remaining Russian gas in our energy mix is to promote savings and also to promote renewables.

So there is not enough natural gas and new natural gas developments coming to the market this year to replace gas
from Russia with trusted partners production. So this is an ongoing process. Right now, all 27 Member States are
upgrading their national energy and climate plans. Already last year they were very successful in installing new renew-
able installations and connect them to the grid and altogether we did see this installed new capacity in 2022: 41 GW of
solar and, and 15 GW of wind respectively.
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This allowed us to save approximately 11 billion m? of gas, so this is a significant development. And if Member States
will achieve even higher targets this year, it allows us to tackle this this challenge that the remaining Russian natural gas
in our grid still represents.

Valter Flego (Renew). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, da, hvala na ovom odgovoru i vidim da vam je zbilja u fokusu ova
tema i to me raduje.

Ali imam jedno kratko pitanje, evo za vas mozda znate odgovor. U vasoj drzavi, ako bi vi, bas vi, kao gradanin postavili
na krov svoje kuce solare i dali zahtjev vasem isporucitelju elektri¢ne energije da vas prikljuci, koliko bi to otprilike u
va$oj drzavi trajalo, odnosno koliko bi vi kao gradanin ¢ekali odgovor i prikljucenje ?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — We addressed this issue with one of the Article 122 proposals — that solar
rooftops should be granted grid access in a very short time frame, but of course, temporary emergency measures will
expire. That is the reason why we have to address this issue also in ordinary legislation.

Now, the question was, how long will it take in my home country? And I think that I come from a country where it is
relatively fast due to the fact that our grid is digitalized and that allows distribution system operators to accommodate
more renewables. So digitalisation is key. This is one of the challenges that many bigger Member States will face. But we
will, from our side, promote that, and we will also advise Member States to use some of the recovery funds specifically
to strengthen the grid, because this seems to be the next bottleneck after the permitting procedures.

Cristian-Silviu Busoi (PPE). — Dear Commissioner, we should remain committed to our climate goals and also to the
principles of the free market and competition. This past year and a half, when we have been living under extraordinary
circumstances — with high prices of energy because of the pandemic, and then, of course, because of the market
manipulation by Russia, and then because of the aggression of Russia against Ukraine — show us that we need to have
instruments to intervene when there is clearly market manipulation and or high volatility.

I welcome the proposal that will be released today on EMD, and therefore some measures will have to be considered to
better manage vulnerabilities and price volatilities. In your opinion, will EMD strike a balance between building a
market, incentivising investments and low carbon solutions on one hand, and reducing volatility on the other hand?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Thank you Cristian. And first of all, thank you for the very good coopera-
tion that we do have with the committee. We just had a chance to discuss last week the results of the REPowerEU
proposal that was presented a year ago. And next week we will discuss electricity market design and I do hope that
Parliament will treat electricity market design as a priority file because we don’t have time to waste.

From my perspective, [ believe that the Commission has proposed some very effective provisions to reduce the weight
of gas and electricity prices. One of them that should make the difference is that we propose a peak shaving mechanism
to reduce demand at times in which gas is needed to cover it. And we already saw that our Article 122 proposal that
addressed electricity price peak hours consumption allowed us to cut gas consumption.

Of course, the other important part of this proposal is to empower the consumers to allow them to opt for different
pricing contracts, even one designed for their domestic consumption, and another flexible contracting scheme, for
example, to charge their electric vehicle. So in this proposal, there are several very practical provisions that will help
our consumers already in a very short time frame.

But the only lasting solution, the only way how we can actually decrease our electricity prices in a sustainable way is to
accelerate renewables. And there are some measures that we have to strengthen and we will address these measures
exactly with our electricity market design this time.

Cristian-Silviu Busoi (PPE). — Commissioner, you mentioned renewables and you also mentioned the debate last week
in ITRE. Thank you for that, and for the very good cooperation with the ITRE Committee, which I chair.
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You remember that we discussed a lot, and maybe the main obstacle is not the lack of investment, not the lack of
interest, but the permitting and the bureaucracy in many of the EU Member States.

Besides what we are doing in terms of updating the legislation, do you intend also to put political pressure on Member
States to move a little bit faster with permitting for renewables?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — I think that you can help us in this regard because there is still ongoing
discussion and ongoing dialogue on the Renewables Directive. If our targets will be as ambitious as the Commission
proposed for 2030, that also means that Member States have to address these bottlenecks — because 2030 is not so far
away anymore. And if we continue business as usual, then many offshore wind projects, for example, that are in the
pipeline will not materialise by the time they are needed.

We will consult Member States and help them. I will give you as an example the offshore wind developments: how to
strengthen the sea basins approach because it makes offshore projects more cost effective if Member States will not
make the planning and permitting only for radial connections, but they will cooperate with their neighbours and allow
wind farms to be connected to several markets. And of course, since we finalised our TEN-E trilogues, the Commission
can also support financially the necessary grid developments that will connect big offshore wind farms to the mainland.
That also helps project developers to fast track these investments. So my plea to Parliament: please prioritize also the Fit
for 55 files that remain open and help us to conclude this ambitious agreement.

Kootagc Mavpidng (S&D). — Kipie TTpoedpe, 1 evepyelakr] acpdleia eivar onpavtikds mUAGOVAS yia enitevén Tou otoyou pag
o6 Eupanaiknic Eveong yia otpatnyiki autovopia. SHUavtiki TapapeTpos e evepyelakng pag acpdhelag eivar kat 1 anefap-
™on and autapyikd kadeotata, Onwg autd Ttou IMoutv. Autd OpmG onuaivel OTL dlapop@ooajie Kat éva auotpd TAAIGIo
kupwoewv. [ag pmopolpe va anegaptnioUpe and TeTola autapyika kadeotata, kat oxt povo tou [Tovmv; Kat avapéve v
andvtnon oag oto katd mooov to kadeotwc Epvroydv onuepa efumnpetel ta dikd pag cupgépovia 1 Ta GURQEEPOVTA TOU
TouTv.

To deltepo pou epdnpa: Ta KOITAGHATA TOU PUOLKOU agpiou oty Avatolikr MecOyelo elval GTpatiykig onuaciag kat yio to
petafatikd otadio, aAa kat yio T HEIWOT] TGV TIHAY Yi0 TOUG KATAVOAGTEG, GTNV OTOI TPOTYOUHEVKG avapepdnKate. Ato-
JaveoTe OTL oTjUEPA UTAPXEL TETOLO MPOTEPALOTIITAL KAl TAG TO TEKUNPLovete; Me ouykekpipéva mapadetypata.

Der Prisident. — Vielen Dank, Herr Kollege Mavrides. Ich will mal darauf hinweisen, dass es sich um eine question time
handelt und nicht um eine questions time. Also wir sollten uns jeweils auf eine Frage beschranken, und auch bei der
Nachfrage soll man sich auf die erstgestellte Frage konzentrieren.

Selbstverstandlich ist die Frau Kommissarin frei zu antworten, aber die Antworten belasten dadurch den Zeitplan auch
dann dementsprechend.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Earlier I was mentioning that last year was a very challenging year. Actually,
there was a question of our survival because if one major supplier will disappear — and Russia was a single biggest
supplier who decided to cut their gas deliveries very rapidly — then markets will face difficulties.

Since the war started, we have addressed this challenge with many different legal proposals, but also by addressing our
vulnerabilities, for example, giving a specific strategic position to underground gas storage. Because underground gas
storage in Europe gives us assurance that no unexpected development against, for example, existing gas pipelines can
impact us, or impact is limited.

When we announced that we will replace two thirds of Russian gas by the end of 2023, then we were also very clear
that we will not replace these 90 billion m* of gas only with alternative gas suppliers. We were very successful. We
attracted additional LNG shipments and trusted, reliable partners who were connected with Europe via pipeline — like
Norway, Algeria, Azerbaijan, who uses a pipeline via Turkey — were able to increase shipments. This was accompanied
by energy savings measures and by accelerating our renewables deployment.

This is our strategy for years to come. We will replace a significant part of lost Russian gas volumes by replacing gas in
power generation with renewables, by replacing gas in the building sector with heat pumps, and by simply prioritising
energy savings where we can.
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So, wrapped up in short, we will never end up in a situation where we are so dependent on one single supplier. And by
diversifying our energy sources, we will also take care of our security of supply and, in a broader context, our indepen-
dence.

Kootac Mauvpidng (S&D). — H epomor pou da eivar moAv amhi). Oa avépeva va pag anavtioete Katd TOoov T0 autapyikd
kadeotwg Epvroyav éxel euduypappuotel pe Tic MOMTIKEG Hag ot oxeon pe Ty evepyelakn aopahea. Eivar ol anhi i epéytror
pou Kkat avapiéve pia anhr andvton. Av dev éyete anavnon, méote to pag. ANG avapéve pav anavnon kat oxt otdnnote
aNo.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Me and my services we do have several energy dialogues with important
energy partners, but not with Turkey because we don’t have a Council mandate for that. So we don’t have energy
dialogue with Turkey.

Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, nous sommes ici dans un débat sur la
sécurité énergétique de I'Union et donc aussi, en arriére-plan, sur la sécurité de 'Union européenne. Or, il y a dans la
politique qui est menée aujourd’hui un point aveugle qui est celui de I'uranium en provenance de Russie.

Les importations d'uranium naturel ont atteint 2 358 tonnes en 2021, pour un montant d’environ 210 millions d’euros,
sans compter les 234 millions d’euros envoyés au Kazakhstan, o I'uranium est exploité par I'entreprise russe Rosatom.
Pour la France, le pays dont je viens, c’est prés de deux tiers de I'uranium enrichi qui nous vient de Russie et 43 % de
Kazakhstan et d’'Ouzbékistan, ou travaillent également Rosatom ou ses filiales. Sans compter la dizaine de tonnes qui
partent chaque année sous la forme de déchets vers la Sibérie, en Russie la également.

Alors, je vous pose la question. On voit aujourd’hui un véritable élan pour I'énergie nucléaire dans la législation euro-
péenne. On l'a vu avec la taxonomie, on I'a vu avec le paquet relatif au gaz. On le voit dans les discussions en cours sur
I'hydrogene, ou encore dans la directive sur la réforme du marché de I'énergie. On le voit peut-étre méme émerger dans
le cadre des énergies renouvelables ou dans des projets comme celui de BarMar, véritable cheval de Troie pour I'énergie
nucléaire.

Madame la Commissaire, ma question est simple: n'y a-t-il pas la une contradiction? Et comment répondre a cette
question de la sécurité énergétique vu le contexte dans lequel nous sommes?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — This is true that five of our Member States do still use nuclear fuel that is
Russian-designed. And we have assisted them to put forward a clear timetable for when, and with the help of alternative
suppliers, they can diversify away from Russian-designed fuel.

There are good examples that some of the nuclear installations that were previously using fuel from Russia have been
able to replace it. And several companies have already notified us that they have started talks with alternative suppliers
such as Westinghouse. To do so, my services will provide all the necessary assistance so that certification procedures to
allow them to use alternative fuel will be smooth. And I think that this is a key that, also in the future, the nuclear
power plants should be able to rely on several suppliers, not only the single supplier.

Most probably you have heard that our Ukrainian partners have requested us also to address the dependence on Russian
nuclear fuel. And we have. We have addressed this issue as a priority concern of ours. Right now, these five Member
States, they do have sufficient fuel supply in their storage. But, as [ was mentioning, in the coming months, they have to
present their plans on how they will diversify away from Russian supply.

Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE). — Vous me répondez, Madame la Commissaire, sur la diversification de
lapprovisionnement en uranium naturel et enrichi. Vous ne répondez pas a la question des déchets, et il y a en outre
une autre menace pour la sécurité énergétique en ce qui concerne le nucléaire, qui est la question de l'eau.

Le nucléaire, c'est 150 a 180 litres d’eau pour produire un mégawattheure d’électricité. Et il suffit d'un court épisode de
canicule pour rendre indisponibles jusqua cinq gigawattheures de puissance nucléaire, soit 8 % du parc frangais, qui est
celui qui alimente le reste de I'Europe, sans compter évidemment que ¢a met en danger l'approvisionnement en eau pour
l'agriculture ou simplement pour la consommation humaine.
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La question de la sécurité n'est donc pas terminée, épuisée, une fois qu'on a réglé la question de la diversification des
ressources en uranium. Je vous relance donc la question: comment sécuriser 'approvisionnement énergétique et la
production d’énergie dans I'Union européenne dans un contexte de modele énergétique reposant sur I'énergie nucléaire?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — I was checking the facts, and on top of the nuclear fuel, there is also 25% of
the EU’s nuclear front-end services, conversion and enrichment, that is dependent on Russian supply. The discussion of
nuclear in our future energy mix has become more intense in the past few months, and my responsibility is to provide
technology-neutral solutions.

Member States who have opted for nuclear power plants can do so, of course keeping in mind the highest safety
standards. My services — DG ENER units — will provide them with all the necessary assistance. Of course, we have to
be ready since not only last summer, but the summer of 2023 might bring us extreme weather conditions. There are
some predictions that we will face extreme drought this summer again. This just reminds us of the same challenges that
we had last year: challenges with hydropower, very low hydro capacity and, on top of that, the possible impact to coal-
fired power plants or nuclear.

With our electricity sector and with our answer, we are mapping the summer challenges. This is regular work that we
do, and very soon there will also be a risk assessment of what might await us in the summer this year.

Christian Ehler (PPE). — Herr Prisident, Frau Kommissarin, lassen Sie uns doch ein bisschen konkreter werden. Die
Internationale Energie-Agentur hat eine Studie veréffentlicht, dass wir noch in diesem Sommer und spitestens im Herbst
ein riesiges Problem haben werden, die Gasbestinde in Europa wieder aufzufiillen, anders als im vergangenen Jahr, wo
wir es immer noch iiber russisches Erdgas und iiber Fliissigerdgas (LNG) gemacht haben. Die Energie-Agentur hat hier
konkrete Vorschldge gemacht.

Insofern ist meine Frage jetzt ganz konkret, und ich weif}, dass sich das auch auf die Mitgliedstaaten bezieht. Wir haben
bei den Vorschligen gehort, wir brauchen mehr Energieinfrastruktur — eine Vertiefung — wir haben aber gesehen, dass in
dem Resilienzfonds des groffen EU-Programms keine einzige transnationale Infrastruktur ist.

Das zweite Thema ist: Wir haben auf dem Markt LNG gekauft, was China im letzten Jahr nicht verbraucht hat, dieses
Jahr aber absehbar verbrauchen wird. Und das dritte: Wir haben keinen Zugang zu russischem Erdgas. Also die Frage
lautet sozusagen: Wie wollen wir ganz konkret tiber den Sommer bis zum Herbst die Speicher in Europa wieder auffiil-
len?

Eine letzte Frage: Sie haben sich auf Energieeffizienz bezogen. Die Mitgliedstaaten haben dem verbindlichen Energieefti-
zienzziel nicht zugestimmt. Insofern wird uns das Thema im Sommer nicht zur Verfiigung stehen.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Indeed, last year when Russia decided to cut off their supplies, we faced
some challenges because instead of using legacy pipelines and that connected Eastern Europe and Germany via pipeline
with Russian gas fields, we had to find very fast alternative routes. But we were prepared for that. Actually, the first
warning that Russia can manipulate our energy markets was obvious already in 2009, and since then, the European
Union has financed cross-border energy infrastructure that allowed us to diversify away from Russian gas fields. It was
not a very last moment effort that last year we were able to launch pipeline connection between Poland and Norway,
the so-called Baltic pipe, which was financed significantly from EU funds. Another pipeline interconnection between
Greece and Bulgaria helped to deliver Azeri gas to Bulgaria, which was first of the countries who lost Russian long-term
contracts. And on top of that, we were relatively successful by building new LNG infrastructure. In 2022, our import
capacity rose by 25 billion m®. And we do expect some 50 billion m* capacity more coming to them, coming online
this and next year. And that allows us to maximise the possibility to replace Russian gas with other trusted gas produ-

cers’ supply.
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I was mentioning earlier that that tomorrow you can hear from us another promising message on the joint gas purchase
that also allows our companies, but not only EU companies, but also companies from Ukraine, Moldova and Serbia to
pool together the demand and negotiate better prices. So this is ongoing work. We have mapped some of the missing
links, but overall we will now prioritise cross-border electricity cables because we have to electrify. This is the way
forward.

Christian Ehler (PPE). — Herr Prisident! Meine Frage bleibt ganz nah am Thema, weil es die gleiche Frage ist. Die
Energie-Agentur hat ein gap von 57 Billionen Kubikmeter attestiert. Wir haben das im vergangenen Jahr durch russisches
Erdgas und LNG geschlossen. ErklirtermafSen ist auf dem Markt das LNG zur Verfiigung gewesen, weil China in diesen
GroRenordnungen wegen der COVID-Mafnahmen dieses Gas nicht gekauft hat.

Die Chinesen haben erklart, dass sie in diesem Jahr massiv den Einkauf steigern werden; das russische Gas wird nicht zur
Verfugung stehen. Woher werden wir das Gas bekommen?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — The International Energy Agency has been a great help, and we have used
their analytics to design our policy proposals.

One of their new headline proposals is to prioritise energy savings because it was only 2021 when we
received 155 billion m® Russian gas. They cut it down significantly. Last year we were successful in replacing it with
LNG, but also Norway and Azerbaijan scaled up their production and shipped it via pipelines.

Now the remaining 60 will be very challenging to replace. Keeping in mind that Russia does not have alternative
pipeline connections, the gas that they are not selling to Europe, they cannot sell to anybody else. That creates deficit
in global markets.

So, we cannot opt for a solution that we buy all the available LNG because that leaves third countries in a very difficult
position where they have to replace gas with coal, and this is damaging.

We will prioritise renewables. Where we can replace gas with renewables, we will do so. Smart solutions and all the
solutions that help us to balance or to limit the peak hours, for example, in our electricity market, help us with almost
no costs to cut gas consumption.

Then, of course, renewables in the gas sector. You can expect that we will come out with a strategy to promote green
gases, biomethane, because this is something that can also replace partially natural gas. This is also a great opportunity
for our regions, but also for municipalities, who too have a responsibility to clean their wastewater, to cover some of
their consumption, for example in public transport, with home-grown renewables, being it biomethane or, in the
coming years, hydrogen.

Robert Hajsel (S&D). — Vizeny pan predsedajiici, pani komisarka. Ano, za rok od zadiatku vojny na Ukrajine sa tplne
prepisala energetickd mapa Eurépy. Urcite je pozitivne, Ze Eurdpa hladala a aj do istej miery sa jej podarilo néjst
alternativnych dodévatelov plynu. Tu sa chcem hlavne spytat a pokracovat vlastne v logike tej predchddzajicej otdzky,
kedZe naozaj vieme, Ze tdto zima bola k ndm ohladuplnd, ale td dalsia nemusi byt. A tak isto ten LNG, Co sa tyka tej
Ciny, t4 bude urcite viac pritomnejsia na tom trhu a dd sa povedat, Ze tie zdsobniky, ktoré dnes stle st naplnené asi
na 55 percent, nebudi mozno moct byt doplnené do tych 90 percent do novembra. Aké mdte argumenty? Este aj
dalsie, ¢o ste uz spomenuli, Ze sa to podari urobit?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — I do believe that right now, in the middle of March 2023, we are less
vulnerable than we were a year ago. And I have to thank also Parliament, because there were some initial steps that
allowed us to end this heating season with a relatively comfortable stage.

One of those measures was storage obligation. Right now, our underground gas storage is 56% full. This is double the
volume that it was last year, and this makes it easier to refill by November. We have also set up the joint gas purchase
platform. My colleague, Vice-President Maro§ Seféovi¢, is in constant contact with private companies all across Europe
who have indicated their interest to participate in this in this platform. And we have pooled together the demand.
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The Commission, in cooperation with a service provider is working on the demand aggregation and a first tender for
gas purchase will hopefully be launched very soon. That allows companies all across Europe, despite their geographical
circumstances, to benefit from the EU negotiation power.

And on top of that, we also witnessed last year that Member States are actually able to cut their gas consumption. We
agreed that Member States voluntarily should introduce measures that allow them to cut consumption by 15%. In real
life, they did more. They cut gas consumption by 19%.

And now I will request Member States to prolong this arrangement because, as many experts are very clearly indicating,
this winter might be even more challenging because there was some gas from Russia that we received last year that
might disappear. And on top of that, last year, the weather was very mild. Nobody gives us guarantees that this will be
repeated this winter.

Robert HajSel (S&D). — Vdzeny pén predsedajici, pani komisdrka. Ja som bol zvedavy, Ze ¢i by ste spomenuli popri
tychto tsporach pri spotrebe plynu a samozrejme teda aj pri budicej vyrobe biometdnu a vodika aj moznost obnovenia
tazby vlastného plynu v nasej rézii. V Eurépe mame najvacsie zdsoby, samozrejme v Holandsku, ale mdme napriklad aj
na Slovensku, kde sa kedysi plyn takisto tazil. PovaZujete aj obnovenie a podporu, pripadne, samozrejmem za prisnych
environmentdlnych podmienok, za takisto jednu z moznosti, ako zaplnit tito existujiicu dieru v chybajacich mnozst-
vach plynu?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — There are some projects in the pipeline where Member States or companies
in some Member States are exploring the possible extraction projects. On the other hand, there are some environmental
considerations that have closed existing gas production sites in Europe. Of course, there will be demand for natural gas
in the years to come, but step by step, we will reduce our gas consumption and replace it with renewables. This is our
priority. And my priority is also to allow Member States to benefit from the green transition, not only on the power
generation side, but also in the hydrogen market and on the biomethane side. Last year we created a biomethane
industrial alliance, so I hope that very soon we will see an increase of this production also.

Grzegorz Tobiszowski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Pani Komisarz! Tu juz o tym byla mowa, iz Migdzynarodowa
Agencja Energetyczna przestrzega, abySmy byli czujni jesli chodzi o 2023 rok. Chodzi o to, iz pojawia si¢ pewna
luka 27 mld zapotrzebowania na gaz. Z jednej strony mamy embargo na rosyjski gaz, z drugiej strony do gry moga
wej$é, jesli chodzi o LNG, Chiny. I stad moje pytanie: czy widzi Pani, obok ograniczania energii, ktére juz nastgpuje w
krajach europejskich, i obok ambitnych plandéw, jesli chodzi o odnawialne zrédla energii, jeszcze jakie$ dziatania, ktére
moga pomoéc w tym roku, w przysztym roku, w najblizszych latach, jesli chodzi o bezpieczestwo energetyczne? Bo
wazne jest, zeby$Smy mieli sp6jny system, bowiem pojawiaja si¢ przeciez decyzje w energetyce europejskiej, w krajach
wysoce rozwinigtych, jak Niemcy i nie tylko, powrét do energii zwigzanej z surowcami kopalnymi, z weglem kamien-
nym. [ czy nie widzi Pani tu zagrozenia, ze z jednej strony ograniczamy, nie nadgzamy z odnawialnymi Zrédlami i de
facto system staje sie niespéjny.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — This is very true that last year we very successful to attract additional LNG
deliveries to Europe. The majority of the LNG shipments originated from the United States. I do believe that we have
created a trusted partnership so that we will not lose these shipments.

But, if China will add their growing demand to the global markets, then that means that the LNG market, as such a
global market, will be very heavily contested. Price formation is not only dependent on our activities. So this is behind
this warning.

Already in autumn 2021, we started a very active global outreach to the gas producers whom we regarded as trusted gas
producers. We have signed several MOUs and there are some promising projects. For example, Egypt and Israel are
cooperating to ship Israeli gas via liquefaction facilities in Egypt to Europe. There are some producers, like Norway
and Azerbaijan, who did their utmost to scale up their production and took advantage of the pipeline connection that
connects our two markets.
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So all these global outreach procedures we have done and despite that, we still believe that to calm down the global
markets, we have to prioritise also energy savings because there will not be enough new capacities coming to the market
this year to replace the lost Russian volumes. We have to keep in mind that if Russia is not able to sell this gas to
anybody, then it means that they are venting or flaring this gas in their oil fields when it is a side product, and that also
causes climate warming. So this is also not only manipulation of our energy markets, but a very negative decision to
create global warming, and as such, it impacts a wider region, not only Europe.

Grzegorz Tobiszowski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowna Pani Komisarz! Dzigkuje za te informacje. W tym
kontekscie mam pytanie: czy procedowane obecnie rozporzadzenie w sprawie redukcji emisji metanu, a konkretnie
zapisy nakladajace obowigzki informacyjne na producentéw i importeréw gazu naturalnego, jesli chodzi o emisj¢
metanu, nie przyczynia si¢ do zniechecenia producentéw LNG do rynku europejskiego w tak waznym okresie i w tak
waznych planach, o ktérych Pani Komisarz wspomniala?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Methane is a very potent greenhouse gas and we have to lead by example.

Well, there are some activities that in the energy sector that actually do not demand additional investments, it is just the
issue of awareness. Beyond the activities here in Europe, we are also reaching out to the gas-producing countries who
still emit a lot of methane. And we are planning to pilot some projects that we call ‘you capture, we buy’, because in the
energy sector a large share of methane could be tackled with almost no cost. Or we can we can finance these invest-
ments. And, by doing so, also bring to the market additional volumes that are, in this contested situation, very much
needed.

Marisa Matias (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, a crise da energia que vivemos tem deixado
milhdes de familias e de pequenas empresas numa situagdo muito dificil, praticamente de joelhos, sem capacidade para
pagar as contas de energia. E, enquanto isto acontece, as empresas da energia tém tido o jackpot, com lucros absoluta-
mente excecionais.

A Comissdo apresentou varias medidas, mas todas elas de curto prazo e nenhuma estrutural, medidas estas que nio
tocam a questio de fundo. Portanto, a minha pergunta é a seguinte:

Tendo em conta a proposta que apresentaram agora, que ndo mexe no sistema de fixacdo de pregos e continua a ser
marginal, qual é a medida ou quais sio as medidas que esperam adotar para proteger as familias e os pequenos negdcios
no inverno que se aproxima, em vez de continuar a dar o jackpot as empresas da energia?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — So what is the Commission doing? First of all, as you very correctly
mentioned we have introduced emergency measures that are still in place, like the inframarginal revenue cap, which
allows governments to channel revenues to consumers to reduce bills. Second, we need to continue cost diversification
efforts. That allows us to calm down the price signals that are coming from the gas market. We will also introduce the
joint cash purchase platform that allows our companies to benefit from our negotiation power. And of course, if we will
manage to bring down the gas prices, it also has a direct impact to our electricity prices. Right now, gas prices are
below 50, and this is a lower price than we saw at any moment last year. And third, we need to ensure that industry
and SMEs are less exposed to the volatility and high prices of the short-term electricity market. And this is exactly the
reason why we proposed the revision of the electricity-market design. There are measures that facilitate access to long-
term instruments, like power purchase agreements or contracts for difference, for a new investment in power generation.
And this will help customers benefit more directly from the lower cost of renewable generation. So if we will have more
hours where our consumption is covered by renewables, that also means that prices for our industry and consumers will
be significantly lower than in these hours when we are dependent on gas-fired power plants.

Marisa Matias (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, a verdade é que na proposta apresentada pela
Comissdo ndo hd nenhuma alteracdo, como eu disse, ao sistema de fixacdo de precos. Mantém-se o sistema marginalista.
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E, por isso, alguma coisa aconteceu, porque, em julho do ano passado, a Presidente da Comissio Europeia, Ursula von
der Leyen, veio aqui a esta Casa, a este Parlamento, dizer que o mercado marginalista ndo era um mercado adaptado
para combater o aumento dos precos da energia e, portanto, tinha que ser alterado.

Entre julho e agora, afinal, mudaram de ideias. O que é que fez mudar as ideias? Continuar a garantir os lucros das
empresas?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Electricity market reform will not change the mechanics of price formation
on the short-term markets because this formation guarantees that our consumption is covered by supply at every single
moment. But this doesn’t mean that it will not achieve a decoupling of electricity prices from gas prices, because making
the final prices paid by consumers more independent from short-term prices is the solution that delivers more affor-
dable and more predictable prices for our final retail consumers. This is achieved by bringing more renewables and
flexibility into the market to displace also fossil fuels and by changing the way new investments in inframarginal
generation are remunerated.

On top of that, we have few but effective provisions to reduce the weight of gas on electricity prices again by accelera-
ting the green transition, but also by settling the long-term PPAs. That gives us access to pre-agreed pricing schemes for
relatively long periods.

Georgios Kyrtsos (Renew). — In my view, in order to have energy security, we have to reduce our energy dependence
on Russia and also reduce the financing of the offensive war.

I don't think we succeeded in 2022. For instance, in my country, Greece, we had to spend EUR 9 billion to import
Russian oil and Russian natural gas in 2022, whereas in 2021 we spent EUR 5 billion. We increased the financing of the
war by EUR 4 billion due to the price increases in the international markets.

My question is: how much money did we offer in 2022 to Putin and his offensive war in order to cover our energy
needs? And is there a plan to reduce? Are there any targets for 2023 so that he will get less money from us?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — We were last year successful in negotiating ten packages of sanctions against
Russia. And several of these sanctions also covered the energy sector. You were very correct when you mentioned that
in 2022, our companies still bought Russian coal or oil, but sanctions came into force for crude oil in the end of 2022,
in December. And now, with limited exemptions, they are also covering refined products. So in several commodities, we
do not offer Russia a market anymore. And on top of that, with our G7 partners, we have introduced a price cap for oil
products so that Russia’s revenues will not be as high as if they would have been able to trade their oil products with
world crude oil global market prices.

Now on gas: we have not put in place sanctions. But, there are very few Member States who are still receiving some
natural gas from Russia. On top of that, there are several companies who are buying Russian LNG and there is no need
for that, because these are companies from the geographical regions where, historically, Russian gas did not play a
significant part in the gas market. And this is the sector where really we should call for solidarity and request our
companies, without implementing any sanctions, to not prolong their existing contracts to stop buying Russian LNG.

Nicolds Gonzilez Casares (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefiora comisaria, si queremos mds seguridad, lo que estd claro
es que necesitamos, mds energias renovables y menos foésiles. Por fin tenemos una reforma del mercado eléctrico en la
Unién Europea; bienvenida sea. Gracias por esta reforma, que hemos pedido largamente y es en si es una buena noticia;
creo que va de algiin modo bien encaminada, pero no es suficientemente ambiciosa, sobre todo en lo que respecta a las
medidas de emergencia.

Creemos que con estas medidas que ustedes proponen no se resolveria la pasada crisis de precios. ;Usted cree que se
resolverfa esa pasada crisis de precios? Quiero que me responda a esta pregunta.
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En segundo lugar, bienvenido sea ese nuevo derecho a poder compartir energia que tienen ahora los ciudadanos. Pero no
olvidemos que el gas en Europa se paga siete veces mds caro que en Estados Unidos. Por lo tanto, no podemos ser
conformistas. Estamos perdiendo competitividad. Tenemos que conseguir que esta reforma del mercado eléctrico dé una
verdadera sefial de que las renovables son la energia mds barata. Creo que no lo vamos a conseguir si no somos algo
mds ambiciosos en esta reforma.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — I agree that we have to be ambitious, and [ agree that renewables are our
home-grown energy source that allows us, step by step, to stabilise the energy prices. You compared our gas prices with
the United States; the United States is currently an LNG-exporting country. We are importers, so we are competing with
other LNG markets globally, such as the Asian market, which is even bigger than ours. In this regard, our prices are
comparable.

So how we can address this issue and keep our ambition level high enough? There are some steps that are very urgent.
We have to conclude the trade trilogue and keep the high ambition that the Commission proposed under the Fit for 55
Package. Secondly, we need to use all the potential, in particular on biomethane and heat pumps. As I was mentioning
earlier, I plan to launch, on top of all the measures we presented last year, a practical initiative to promote biomethane.
You can also expect from our side that we will present an action plan on heat pumps, because there are some wonderful
examples from some individual Member States where heat pumps very quickly replaced a significant share of gas
consumption in domestic heating.

Thirdly, we have to accelerate large-scale offshore projects. It is wonderful that each of us would like to install solar
rooftops, but we also need offshore wind. This year we are hosting at least two big summits in Ostend and in Lithuania,
but we have three more sea basins. There is also potential for floating offshore, and we should also grasp this situation.

Michael Bloss (Verts/ALE). — We are talking about energy security, and we see that with the current legislation, the
electricity market design and the RED, it will be in place in two years, and that leads to investors basically now waiting
for two years for the more beneficial setting. So now, we need to bridge these two years.

There is the idea of a renewable energy booster, a European-wide tender of 120 gigawatt — 60 gigawatt solar, 60 gigawatt
wind — and it could also help to bridge the gap between the 40% renewable target from the Council in the renewable
energy trilogue, and the 45% of you and of us the Parliament. So what do you say about such a renewable booster?
think it would be a great idea also to Europeanise the electricity market. Do you agree that we should have something
like this?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — I do agree. [ see developments all across Europe. Basically we will see the
outcome in the upgraded national energy and climate plans because Member States already implement what is not
agreed yet. But I hope that Member States, by renewing their national energy climate plans, are opting for the higher
end of ambition.

Now, you mentioned that the electricity market design will take a couple more years before it will be implemented, but
it was our clear decision that we will opt for ordinary legislation. Last year was a year when we were forced to use
emergency proposals. But I made a clear case and I also promised to your president, Roberta Metsola, that electricity
market design will be necessary for years to come. It is necessary tool to give certainty for investors. So we cannot
tackle it as an emergency proposal.

In this package, partially, some of the solutions are in regulations, others in directives. That means that partially we can
we can skip the lengthy implementation procedure. But where I need Parliament’s help is, of course, by accelerating also
your procedures, because what we see with the Fit for 55 package is that it has taken almost two years already to
finalise the discussions and get to the legislation process.

We do not have that time, but sometime it will be necessary for Member States to implement. On top of that there are
financing tools for Member States to support renewable investments. There are available funds to strengthen the grids,
and there is public acceptance right now also to grant some shorter and simplified permitting for renewable installa-
tions, because unless we do so, there is no alternative to gas, no green alternative. I am very grateful that our NGOs do
support this approach.
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Martin Hojsik (Renew). — Now, it's not only about the future legislation. Let’s remember the Clean Energy for all
Europeans package back from 2019. Now, there were important elements like the energy communities, like prosumers.
And sadly, what we still see is a number of the Member States, including my own, Slovakia, not having implemented it
properly. Now, I appreciate that you are taking them to court, but what other measures? Because we do not need the
court cases, we need reality on the ground changes. We need liberalisation. We need opening up of the market to
prosumers and end of the defence of the monopolies and oligopolies. What measures do you plan to take? Because
this could be the decisive year for the people to really take the energy freedom into their hands. So what measures do
you plan beyond taking some of the Member States to court?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — I do remember the negotiations in the Council where this very fragile
agreement on a clean energy package was achieved. I was then representing the Presidency, and already then some
Member States claimed that their starting position was not as good as others, because the lack of digitalisation of their
grids, distribution of meters. Now they have to step up their action. For me, the infringement is the very last option. I
prefer assistance and by achieving our agreed goals by also co-financing the necessary works.

As T was mentioning earlier, there are now significant funds available also for distribution-grid operators. So EU funds
usually were dedicated to cross-border infrastructure, but of course to accommodate more renewables, to allow cities to
introduce thousands and thousands of electric vehicle charging points, the local grid has to be strengthened. And
financing is there and a well-functioning EU-level organisation that can provide assistance and share best practices is
available. Now really there is a demand from Prosumers side. So we have to insist that Member States will implement
what is already agreed. And on top of that our new electricity market design will even strengthen prosumers rights to
share their production and overall to strengthen also the consumer’s right to opt for several contracting schemes. I think
this is necessary. And I think that the energy crisis actually has helped us to accelerate also work on prosumers side.

Radan Kanev (PPE). — Dear Commissioner, in the summer of 2022, we faced a real perfect storm in the European
energy system with the problems that blocked French nuclear power plants, with the drought which impeded hydropo-
wer on a European level, with heat and subsequent peak consumption of electricity and, of course, the main reason, the
war in Ukraine and the disruption of gas markets.

In this period, we relied heavily on coal generation, which was for really a short period crucial and economically
feasible, which it's normally not.

So my main question is, does the Commission have any plans of sustaining coal generation as a critical strategic reserve
in times of heavy crisis like we faced? Or, if not, what other type of emergency crisis measures do you have in mind?

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Last summer, on top of Russian manipulation, we had severe environmental
conditions that triggered unexpected maintenance of several nuclear power plants and didn’t allow us to use the full
potential of hydropower. And in spite of that, our market delivered. We had no risk of blackouts. On top of that, in
2022, EU-27 Member States were able to cut their CO, emissions by 2.5%, so that shows that actually the new installa-
tions of renewables also helped us to tackle this very, very difficult situation.

Now, when you are asking if we are addressing the challenges of storage and power plants that help us to address the
capacity mechanism in our electricity market design revision, we will prioritise storage and the other independent
renewables because, step by step, when our electricity comes from renewables, which are intermittent, we need to
prioritize also demand response and storage solutions. This is something that you can expect from our proposal. We
will not open the door to extend the special scheme for coal or other fossil fuel plants because this is not necessary. The
current arrangement of capacity mechanism already allows Member States to address this issue.
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VORSITZ: OTHMAR KARAS

Vizeprisident

Ttéhog Kupnoupomoulog (PPE). — Kipie TTpoedpe, xUpie Enitpone, mpaypatikd axovotkav TOME cwotd mpaypata péoa
otV aiouoa ko katahafaivoupe OAot Ot givar MO onpavtika OAa ta petpa mou £xouv mapdel, aA\d Jewpd OTL 0 YelHOVAg
ouveyiCer va eivar duokohog kar ot mpoonddeles TwV kpatdv peAdv kar g Emtpomng dev pmopolv va avakougicouv 660
xpetaletar toug moNites kar TV ayopd. Aut 1 akpifeia ko 1 evepyewakn eapton g Eupdnng mpémel va otapatroel
apeca. Se autd Jewpd OTL MOMAEG YOpes, petaby autev kar 1 EANAda, €xouv kaver mpoomadeies. Akoloape yia umodopéc
unodoyns LNG. Mia &N\ npetofoulia eivar 1) ouvepyaoia EANadag kar Atydmtou, i onoia fordd oty evioyuon Tev avaved-
OOV TYOV evépyelag, kat NYENa va cag peTow cuykekpipéva av Jewpeite 0Tl mpémet Ywpes omwg 1 EANGda va umootn-
prydolv, otav @épvouv oty Eupemaikn Eveor v evépyela mou xpetalopaote yia va aveEaptironomdoUpe and to QUOIKO
a£p1o Kat TO TETPEAAIO.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — That might be true that I have named several emergency measures on top
of existing legislation that helped us to tackle this energy crisis last year. Indeed, each and every of these was important
because we had no silver bullet. This was a complex exercise and step by step we achieved the situation where our gas
storage by the end of this heating season is still half full. Prices are down to pre-war levels and EU CO, emissions are
significantly decreased.

Saying that, of course we will need LNG from trusted partners and Greece is a fine example: how you are delivering
LNG beyond your own borders. You are a crucial partner for several neighbouring countries.

The EU has financed necessary infrastructure and we will do so also to address the challenges that are not only for EU
Member States, but also for the Western Balkans neighbourhood.

Katarina Roth Nevedalovd (S&D). — Védzeny pan predsedajiici. Pani komisdrka. Dnes sme tu napriklad schvilili taky
dokument, ktory hovori o tom, ako by sme mali mat energeticky efektivne budovy. Spomina sa v iom napriklad to, Ze
chceme, aby sa uZ viac nepouzivalo na kdrenie fosilne palivo, z ¢oho mi jedine vyplyva, Ze mdzeme pouzivat bud tuhé
palivo, alebo viacej elektriny. Ja pochddzam z krajiny, ktord md viac ako patdesiat percent svojho energetického mixu
jadrovi elektrinu alebo elektrinu z jadrovych zdrojov. A teda mame ruské reaktory a pouzivame palivo z Ruskej fede-
rdcie. Chcem sa spytat, kedZe momentédlne je diskusia o jedendstom balicku sankcii voc¢i Rusku, kde sa spomina aj
moznost, Ze by bol zakdzany dovoz paliva z Ruskej federdcie, ako Komisia mieni riesit pomoc tymto ¢lenskym Stdtom,
ktoré potom budii musiet ziskavat tieto zdroje pre jadrové elektrarne z inych krajin, ¢o bude energeticky, ale aj finan¢ne
ndrocnejsie, pretoZe nie je to Uplne jednoduchd zédlezitost. A takisto sa tym potencidlne zvysi aj cena tejto elektriny pre
Tudi. A pritom ide naozaj o sebesta¢nost krajin, Ze mozeme hovorit o obnoviteInych zdrojoch, ktoré st krésne, ale nie
vzdy sa daji vyuZzitm a trvd samozrejme nejaky cas, pokym ich nastartujeme.

Kadri Simson, Member of the Commission. — Thank you for your question, and I appreciate very much the chance to
discuss energy performance of the buildings directive yesterday in front of this plenary. You mentioned that challenges
are bigger for some Member States and it might take time to decarbonise building stock — building stock that is right
now responsible for 40% of EU energy consumption. But to start the decarbonisation process, at first, we need to agree
that this is our target.

In this regard, I highly appreciate the vote that gave the mandate through your rapporteur to start the negotiations with
the Council because buildings have a huge, cost-effective potential to reduce and optimise energy consumption. And the
EPBD on top of that clearly addresses also the root cause of energy poverty. Renovations clearly will help us in several
different workstreams. They will cut energy consumption. They will create a healthier living environment. And they will
also create domestic jobs because the building sector is a very labour intensive sector.
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Of course, there are possible exemptions for some Member States, as it has always happened, that during the negotia-
tions with co-legislators, some necessary flexibilities for implementation have been granted.

Der Prisident. - Meine Damen und Herren, ich danke allen, die Fragen gestellt haben, und der Kommissarin fiir ihre
Antworten.

14. Klausimy valanda (Komisijos pirmininko pavaduotojas ir Sgjungos vyriausiasis jgalio-
tinis uZsienio reikalams ir saugumo politikai) — Transatlantiniy rySiy stiptinimas nuo-
lat besikei¢ian¢iame daugiasaliame pasaulyje

Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Fragestunde (HR/VP) (Artikel 137 GO).

Ich begriife den Vizeprasidenten der Kommission und Hohen Vertreter Josep Borrell recht herzlich zu dieser Frages-
tunde.

Das Thema dieser Fragestunde lautet: ,Stirkung der transatlantischen Beziehungen in einer immer komplexer werdenden multi-
lateralen Welt*.

Die Fragestunde wird etwa ebenfalls 60 Minuten dauern. Die Redezeiten sind wie bekannt: eine Minute, um die Frage zu
stellen, zwei Minuten, um zu antworten, und eine 30-sekiindige Zusatzfrage und jeweils die Antwort.

Alle, die sich zu Wort melden, bitte ich, dass Sie sich de facto mit dem Abstimmungsgerdt melden.

Tom Vandenkendelaere (PPE). — Mijnheer de hoge vertegenwoordiger, welkom in dit vragenuurtje over het trans-
Atlantische partnerschap.

Multilateralisme en internationaal recht horen heel hoog op de trans-Atlantische agenda te staan en het gezag en de
werking van de VN moeten natuurlijk worden gevrijwaard door hervormingen waar de trans-Atlantische partners de
motor van moeten zijn. Maar waar de VN structureel tekortschiet, bijvoorbeeld op het vlak van vredeshandhaving in
bepaalde regio’s van de wereld, daar mogen wij als trans-Atlantische partners niet blijven toekijken, als internationale
gemeenschap die in gebreke blijft. Een schrijnend voorbeeld daarvan, mijnheer de hoge vertegenwoordiger, is
Oost-Congo, waar de situatie voor de lokale bevolking wegens geweld compleet dramatisch en uitzichtloos geworden
is, en waar wij, als Europese Unie, maar ook als trans-Atlantische partners, de ambitie moeten hebben om toch meer te
doen en niet in gebreke te blijven.

Vandaar mijn vraag aan u, mijnheer de hoge vertegenwoordiger: is de situatie in Oost-Congo voorwerp van overleg en
samenwerking met de Verenigde Staten en worden er in dit verband initiatieven overwogen?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Yo crefa que venia a una sesién de control sobre las relaciones transatldnticas, no sobre la situacién en
el este del Congo.

Su pregunta hace referencia a la situacién en el este del Congo, lo que es sin duda un tema altamente importante y
preocupante, pero no es precisamente algo que tenga que ver con la relacion transatldntica.

Pero, si usted lo que pregunta es si tenemos una preocupaciéon comun y compartida con los Estados Unidos sobre la
situacion en el este del Congo, si, claro que la tenemos, pero debo confesarle que recientemente no hemos tenido como
parte de nuestro didlogo ese problema concreto por el que usted se preocupa.

Tom Vandenkendelaere (PPE). — The question to the High Representative was if, in the transatlantic dialogue with the
United States, you have discussed the topic of Eastern Congo, which is a dramatic situation, or where dramatic events
are unfolding?
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Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Yo crefa que venia a una sesion de control sobre las relaciones transatldnticas, no sobre la situaciéon en
el este del Congo. Su pregunta hace referencia a la situacion en el este del Congo, lo que es sin duda un tema altamente
importante y preocupante, pero no es precisamente algo que tenga que ver con la relacién transatldntica.

Pero si usted lo que pregunta es si tenemos una preocupaciéon comun y compartida con los Estados Unidos sobre la
situacion en el este del Congo. Pues si, claro que la tenemos. Pero debo confesarle que recientemente no hemos tratado,
como parte de nuestro didlogo, ese problema concreto que a usted le preocupa.

Tom Vandenkendelaere (PPE). — Ja, korte opvolging. Dit gaat misschien — inderdaad — niet concreet over het thema
Oost-Congo, maar gaat er eerder over of de VS en de Europese Unie actief werken aan hervorming van de VN, daar
waar het precies nodig is, bijvoorbeeld bij vredeshandhaving in gebieden waar het vandaag niet gebeurt.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unién para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Si, claro, claro que trabajamos conjuntamente en nuestro didlogo transatlntico en todos los temas que
afectan a la paz, y tratamos de todo lo que podemos llamar «retos mundiales».

Pero, si quiere usted que le diga honestamente, recientemente no hemos tenido una discusion concreta sobre la situaciéon
en el este del Congo. No descarto que la vayamos a tener. Sin duda, lo que ocurre allf es una materia que nos preocupa
y nos ocupa, tanto a los Estados Unidos como a nosotros. Por lo tanto, tomo buena nota de su interés y preocupacion,
y la préxima vez que tenga ocasién de discutir con mis colegas de los Estados Unidos pondré también este tema en la
agenda.

Tonino Picula (S&D). — Mr High Representative, welcome to the House. It is very timely that we met and discussed our
global cooperation with the USA today in the deteriorating security environment at our borders and with a number of
security challenges arising across the world daily.

EU Member States have stood by Ukraine throughout Russia’s war of aggression with every means possible, including
through military support, with experts estimating that EU Member States individually and through the European peace
facility have donated approximately 12 billion in military aid in this regard. However, the war has put under pressure
European defence industry production capacities, which already faced strong competition from American companies
which have dominated the market in Europe for years.

How do you envisage future collaboration with the US in the field of the defence industry in light of both European
industry production capacity shortages and strong preference over the years to procure American-made defence pro-
ducts?

What steps are being taken to develop the European defence industry adequately to ensure Member States begin procu-
ring more interoperable equipment?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision / alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Tanto los Estados Unidos como la Unién Europea estin haciendo un enorme esfuerzo de apoyo militar
a Ucrania. Y no se crea que el nuestro es insignificante o irrelevante comparado con el de los Estados Unidos, como a
veces oigo decir. En su conjunto, hemos suministrado a Ucrania 67 000 millones de euros desde que empez6 la guerra
y, de ellos, 12 000 millones han sido en asistencia militar. Ciertamente los Estados Unidos han hecho mds. Pero si
sumamos todo —lo militar, lo financiero, lo humanitario, lo econémico—, la Uni6én Europea estd por encima. Somos
el primer grupo de paises que ayuda a Ucrania.

Ahora el problema se plantea, como usted dice, sefiorfa, en términos de capacidades industriales de la defensa. Y,
ciertamente, hay mucho material militar que llega de los Estados Unidos para apoyar a las Fuerzas Armadas
de Ucrania. Y parte de esa ayuda llega directamente y parte circula por los stocks de los Estados miembros.

Pero creo que Europa, en este momento, mds que confiar en la capacidad militar de otro pais, tiene que aumentar la
suya propia. Lo que tiene que hacer Europa ahora es aumentar su propia capacidad y no confiar en la que los Estados
Unidos puedan aportar, que lo estdn haciendo y mucho. Pero necesitamos desarrollar nuestras propias capacidades. La
interoperabilidad: todos usamos o casi todos usamos armamento «NATO-compatible». Todos usamos los estdndares de la
OTAN. Por lo tanto, no hay problemas de compatibilidad de municiones. Lo que hay es, por nuestra parte, falta de
capacidad. Y eso no nos lo van a arreglar los Estados Unidos. Eso lo tenemos que arreglar nosotros mismos.
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Tonino Picula (S&D). — My second question is related to the fact that we are days away from very important presi-
dential elections in Montenegro, following almost three years of political instability and no progress on their European
Union path.

How much is the US involved in fixing instability concerning the Montenegrin Government, fighting disinformation and
external influence and trying to get the country back on track with reforms?

Would joint EU-US mediation similar to the joint mediation called the Prespa process in North Macedonia maybe an
option for Montenegro?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Tengo la sensacién, sefior presidente, de que vamos a dar la vuelta al mundo hablando de todos los
problemas bajo la referencia a la cooperacion transatldntica. Que si, sirve de excusa para todo.

Bueno, le puedo decir lo que estd pasando en Montenegro, donde estamos ciertamente comprometidos en apoyar las
estructuras democrdticas del pais para que sean mds funcionales y que Montenegro pueda estar mds comprometido con
su perspectiva europea, continuando con sus reformas. Pero, para ello, Montenegro, en primer lugar, tiene que resolver
sus diferencias politicas a través de sus propias instituciones; y en eso le estamos ayudando. Y, si, podemos hacerlo
conjuntamente con los Estados Unidos, ¢por qué no? Estamos trabajando muy bien con los Estados Unidos en el didlogo
entre Kosovo y Serbia. Muy bien, muy eficientemente.

También lo hemos hecho en el caso de Macedonia. Podemos hacerlo también en el caso de Montenegro, pero, por el
momento lo que hay es un trabajo en coordinacién que incluye la lucha contra la desinformacion. Pero no hay una
mediacién conjunta entre la Unién Europea y los Estados Unidos, o no la hay todavia.

Aprovecho la ocasién para resaltar cudn importante es la cooperacién que mantenemos para resolver el problema entre
Kosovo y Serbia.

Catharina Rinzema (Renew). — Vorige week was Commissievoorzitter Von der Leyen bij president Biden in
Washington DC om over de Inflation Reduction Act te praten. Dit is een subsidiepakket van honderden miljarden euro’s
dat Amerikaanse productie zal stimuleren, vaak ten koste van Europese productie.

Ik had gehoopt dat Von der Leyen zou terugkomen met een afspraak ...

(de Voorzitter onderbreekt de spreker)

President. — Madam, excuse me, but can you stand up? Thank you.

Catharina Rinzema (Renew). — Vorige week was Commissievoorzitter Von der Leyen bij president Biden in
Washington DC om over de Inflation Reduction Act te praten. Dit is een subsidiepakket van honderden miljarden euro’s
dat Amerikaanse productie zal stimuleren, vaak ten koste van Europese productie.

Ik had gehoopt dat Von der Leyen zou terugkomen met een afspraak voor Europese bedrijven, zodat die in aanmerking
zouden komen voor bepaalde subsidies. Helaas heb ik geen afspraak gezien.

Als we het hebben over het verstevigen van de trans-Atlantische relatie, dan verdienen Europese bedrijven dezelfde
uitzondering die Amerikaanse handelspartners, zoals Mexico en Canada, ook krijgen. We kunnen daarmee de Europese
banen beschermen.

Mijn vraag aan u is:

Gaan Europese bedrijven dezelfde status krijgen die andere handelspartners van Amerika al hebben?
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Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Sefiorfa, estoy seguro de que mi presidenta, la presidenta de la Comision, la sefiora Von der Leyen,
también hubiera preferido volver con acuerdos cerrados. Claro que si, pero las cosas son mds complicadas de lo que
parecen y todavia no se han alcanzado los acuerdos que necesitamos.

Pero lo que si le puedo decir es que se va a trabajar en un acuerdo sobre materias primas fundamentales para asegu-
rarnos de que nuestras cadenas de suministro en Europa tengan acceso al mercado y que se va a poner en marcha el
didlogo sobre los incentivos para las energias limpias con el fin de reforzar cada uno las capacidades del otro.

Pero, si, todavia queda trabajo por hacer y mucho que negociar. Comprendo que usted hubiera preferido tener ya
resultados, pero habrd que esperar. Las nuevas negociaciones empezardn inmediatamente para alcanzar un acuerdo
sobre los minerales criticos que deberfa permitir a las empresas europeas tener las mismas condiciones que las de
Canadd o México. Deberfa. Es el objetivo de la negociacién, pero nadie sabe todavia cudndo y cémo puede alcanzarse
este acuerdo.

Y el segundo resultado, como le he dicho, es la puesta en marcha de este didlogo sobre incentivos para las energias
limpias con el fin de que los dos trabajemos de una forma complementaria.

Pero estd claro que, con la Ley de Reduccién de la Inflacién (IRA), los Estados Unidos han puesto en marcha una de las
politicas mds proteccionistas desde los afios treinta y esto debemos tomarlo muy en consideracion.

Catharina Rinzema (Renew). — Als we het hebben over het beschermen van onze banen, dan moeten we oneerlijke
concurrentie uit China aanpakken en samen met de VS minder afhankelijk van China worden. Het is een stap in de
juiste richting dat we gaan samenwerken — zoals u zei — op kriticke grondstoffen van bijvoorbeeld batterijen. Moeten wij
uiteindelijk niet gaan toewerken naar een meer ambitieuze en bredere samenwerking op het gebied van handel tussen de
EU en de VS? Meer handel zou ook meer banen opleveren aan beide kanten.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision / alto representante de la Unién para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Si, por supuesto. Lo que usted pregunta abre la puerta a una cuestién de una enorme importancia, que
es cudles van a ser las posiciones respectivas de la Unidn Europea y los Estados Unidos con respecto a China.

Ya lo he dicho en muchas ocasiones: nosotros no somos equidistantes entre China y los Estados Unidos. 4Cémo ibamos
a serlo, si compartimos el mismo sistema politico y econdémico? Pero tenemos nuestros propios intereses y, por lo tanto,
tendremos que velar por que las decisiones que toman los Estados Unidos, que tienen efectos colaterales sobre terceros
paises, no tengan efectos de balanceo contra nuestros intereses.

Una cosa es clara: el sistema que han buscado los Estados Unidos para luchar contra el cambio climético, que son
subvenciones masivas a los productores de energias renovables, no es el mismo que hemos usado nosotros hasta
ahora, que hemos utilizado instrumentos como los precios, a través del sistema de derechos de emision, o impuestos,
como el impuesto de ajuste en frontera. Digamos que los Estados Unidos han utilizado mads la zanahoria y nosotros
hemos utilizado mds el stick, es decir, medidas que castigan a quien no cumple. Los Estados Unidos buscan impulsar la
inversién, pero no toman medidas, digamos, de tipo punitivas.

Pero las soluciones deben siempre respetar las reglas del comercio internacional; nosotros siempre lo hemos defendido.
Y estd claro que lo que han planteado los Estados Unidos en muchas cosas no lo hace.

Francisco José Millin Mon (PPE). — Los Estados Unidos son el socio mds importante para la Unién Europea. La
agresion de Rusia a Ucrania ha puesto de manifiesto una vez mds la enorme relevancia de esta relacién y también de
la OTAN. Deberiamos reforzar ahora estos vinculos aprovechando estos afios en los que contamos en Washington con
una Administracion realmente cercana a Europa.

Yo celebro los acuerdos iniciales alcanzados por la sefiora Von der Leyen con el sefior Biden este viernes, pero me habria
gustado que fuesen mds ambiciosos, que no se limitasen basicamente a minerales criticos y a la problematica de los
coches eléctricos.
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A mi me parece una ldstima no haber alcanzado el acuerdo de la ATCI en la etapa Obama. Falté voluntad politica en
Washington y también en Europa. Si lo hubiésemos logrado, probablemente no tendriamos los problemas que ahora
existen con la Ley de Reduccién de la Inflacién (IRA).

En este contexto, sefior Borrell, sno cree usted que seria ahora un buen momento para dar un salto hacia adelante en los
vinculos con los Estados Unidos —en los planos econdmico y comercial, y también en el politico— para asegurarnos un
marco institucional reforzado para esta relacién que futuras administraciones en Washington no puedan ignorar?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision / alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Quisiera que mi respuesta le pareciera lac6nica, pero la podria resumir en un si.

Si, si, me parece un buen momento para analizar a fondo nuestras relaciones. Nadie ha cerrado ninguna puerta. Se cred
el Consejo de Comercio y Tecnologia en el que se deben encontrar soluciones a los dos grandes ejes que van a marcar
nuestras relaciones y también nuestra posicion relativa con respecto al resto del mundo: el comercio y la tecnologia, que
se van a influir mutuamente.

Usted lamenta que no se llegara en su dia al acuerdo, de que se perdiera una ocasién, pero de poco sirve llorar por la
leche derramada. Ahora lo que hemos de hacer es utilizar nuestros esfuerzos y capacidades para aprovechar las nuevas
oportunidades que nos brinda este empuje inflacionista; la decision de los Estados Unidos de actuar como lo estd
haciendo.

Yo creo que Biden estd actuando como un buen socialdemécrata. Su politica econdmica estd —parece— cortada a la
medida de un socialdemdcrata europeo cldsico. Y estoy seguro de que, en muchas cosas, debemos poder coincidir con él.

Francisco José Millin Mon (PPE). — Sefior Borrell, yo creo que debemos ser mds ambiciosos. Estos acuerdos iniciales
alcanzados son demasiado puntuales sobre temdticas muy concretas.

A mi me preocupa, y supongo que a usted también —aunque, claro estd, ni usted ni yo tenemos una bola de cristal—,
que en un futuro podamos tener una administracién en Washington que se distancie mucho de la linea positiva de
ahora y que podamos regresar a una etapa de distanciamiento, como la que tuvimos en la etapa de Trump.

Por eso, ahora serfan convenientes acuerdos ambiciosos en los planos politico, econémico y comercial, y no limitarse a
los materiales criticos ni tampoco a las baterfas de los coches eléctricos.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Bueno, en realidad no se ha alcanzado ningtin acuerdo. No. O sea, me dice que le gustaria que hubiera
acuerdos sobre mds temas. Yo le voy a poner los pies en el suelo: de momento no tenemos ningtin acuerdo.

El Gnico acuerdo que tenemos es el de seguir trabajando para alcanzar acuerdos. Méds vale eso que nada. Pero acuerdos
de momento no tenemos ninguno. Tenemos un acuerdo para seguir trabajando para conseguir acuerdos sobre dos
temas —al menos dos—. Seguramente serfa bueno tener mds, pero, francamente, vamos a concentrar los esfuerzos en
estos dos, que no se crea que son faciles, sobre todo el de materiales criticos, porque este va a tener muchas consecuen-
cias e implicaciones para el resto del mundo.

Estamos hablando de cadenas de valor que podamos compartir con Estados Unidos y decimos que vamos a trabajar con
los socios afines para impulsar la cooperacién global. Déjeme que le diga que, si queremos conseguir acuerdos para
limitar el cambio climatico, la paz y la cooperacion, no nos podemos limitar a los paises afines. Tenemos que hablar con
los que no son paises afines, porque algunos de estos problemas globales no tienen solucién sin ellos.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospod predsednik, spostovani visoki zunanjepoliti¢ni predstavnik!

Moje vprasanje se bo nanasalo na izjemen napredek Bosne in Hercegovine v priblizevanju Evropski uniji.
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Status Bosne in Hercegovine danes lahko enacimo s tistim, ki ga ima Ukrajina, in sicer po vasi zaslugi, osebni zaslugi,
zaslugi tega Evropskega parlamenta ter tudi moje drzave, Republike Slovenije, ki je v zadnjih mesecih vlozila veliko
energije in napora za to, da bi ta drzava po desetih letih zastoja kon¢no dobila evropsko perspektivo.

Podobno kot od vas bi pri¢akoval tudi od komisarja Varhelyija — njegova vloga mi je nepoznana in neznana v tem
primeru.

Ampak ne glede na to — rad bi pohvalil tudi predvsem bosanske oblasti za napredek, ki so ga izvedle od volitev do
danes. Tu gre za izjemen napredek, ki je primerljiv s tistim vseh najbolj razvitih evropskih drzav.

Dovolite mi vprasanje, gospod komisar, visoki predstavnik. Kaksna je pot Bosne in Hercegovine v vasih oceh? Kaj bo
vada sluzba naredila v naslednjih mesecih, da bo $e pospesila njen napredek na poti v Evropsko unijo?

President. - What was the question?

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Actually in Slovenian it was quite concise. What could the EEAS do in the next future to push
forward the ambitions of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the European path?

President. — Dear colleague, that has nothing to do with today’s Question Time.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unién para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — ;Pero esto no era un debate sobre los vinculos transatldnticos?

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Yes.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — ;O me he equivocado de sitio?

President. — No, you are right.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Yo puedo hablarle de Bosnia y Herzegovina, pero venia aqui para otra cosa...

President. - We are continuing.

Hannah Neumann (Verts/ALE). — Thank you, High Representative, for being with us here today. The topic of the
debate is indeed a transatlantic approach in a multilateral world. And one area where we can witness at least a multitude
of actors at the moment is the Middle East. Over the weekend, China brokered a deal with Saudi and Iran, while we still
have no special envoys, the EU. The US President declared the JCPOA as dead while you are still trying to negotiate it,
some EU Member States and the US export arms to Saudi Arabia or the UAE, while others have embargoes in place, and
many Gulf countries are trying to be friends with the EU, with the US and Russia at the same time. So I am wondering
if there is still such a thing as a transatlantic alliance, or at least a transatlantic approach to the region, and if yes, what it
looks like along these very concrete examples.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Si, ha habido un acuerdo, con la mediacién de China, entre Irdn y Arabia Saudi, que pasa por el
restablecimiento de las relaciones diplomdticas entre los dos paises. Nosotros hemos celebrado el anuncio de este
acuerdo y, desde luego, esperamos ver como se aplica.

Hay que reconocer los esfuerzos diplomdticos que han conseguido llegar a ello. Porque los dos paises, Arabia Saudita
e Irdn, son centrales para la estabilidad y la seguridad en la region, y creo que el hecho de que vuelvan a tener relaciones
bilaterales puede contribuir a la estabilidad de la regién en su conjunto.
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Esa es una de nuestras prioridades y cierto es que en esto trabajamos conjuntamente con los Estados Unidos. Desescalar
las tensiones en lo que llamamos el Medio Oriente amplio es una prioridad para nosotros. Estamos trabajando con
todos los agentes en la zona para intentar ver si es posible estabilizar la regién. Pero tendremos que estar vigilantes,
porque esos dos paises han vivido durante décadas de una hostilidad mutua, especialmente en el desarrollo de las
ambiciones nucleares de Irdn.

Vamos a ver en qué medida contribuye este acuerdo a la estabilidad de la region.

Hannah Neumann (Verts/ALE). — I'll take the chance of a follow-up question specifically on the JCPOA and the fact
that we see nuclear enrichment now in Iran. Are there any consultations between the EU and the US on how either the
JCPOA or an alternative plan to deal with this is being pursued?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — Well, I weigh my words, because this is a very sensitive issue and my role is not to negotiate with the US or to
reach agreement with the US, but to make possible agreements between the US, the rest of the international community
and Iran. I am not a negotiator. [ am not part. [ don’t negotiate. I coordinate the negotiations, which is a different thing.
The negotiations are between Iran, on one side, and the International Community on the other side. And the
International Community is being represented by the US, by China, by Russia and by three Member States, two plus
the United Kingdom. My role is to coordinate. And I am playing the role even not as High Representative, but as a
direct asking of the Security Council. And we stay committed to continue looking for any possibility in order to
facilitate this dialogue.

Unhappily, the last news on the reports referred to the presence of 83.7% high-enriched uranium and the Fordow
facility has been very much troublesome. We support fully the International Atomic Energy Agency on its impartial
work to clarify what is the source of this enriched uranium, and which is the real concern that it represents for the
nuclear path of Iran. I continue believing that a restored JCPOA could be or it is the best way to prevent Iran from
developing a nuclear weapon. And I continue ready to develop diplomatic efforts to make that possible. But it's not up
to me, as I said, and it’s important to make the difference. I am not negotiating. I am coordinating the negotiations.

Radostaw Sikorski (PPE). — Mr President, High Representative, as chairman of the USA delegation here in the
European Parliament, I'd just like to express satisfaction that President Putin’s criminal invasion of Ukraine has brought
us as the West together. And I'd like to thank the Commission and you personally for your leadership on this, which
gives me hope that we will prevail.

I therefore have only two suggestions. Number one: could we make the Trade and Technology Council — which I think
is crucial in denying the autocrats the dual use and aggressive technologies — could we broaden it to include key allies
such as Australia, Japan, South Korea and the United Kingdom to make it more effective?

And secondly, it appears that the US is far more energetic in applying the Magnitsky Act, which we have also adopted
here. Russia now has more political prisoners than the Soviet Union did under Brezhnev. But some of those prosecutors,
judges and gaolers of people like Kara-Murza and others still have not been sanctioned and they should be.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — Your question was about opening the Trade and Technology Council to others? This is a bilateral issue. The
Trade and Technology Council is a bilateral issue between the US... and I myself am not part of this council, so it is
difficult for me to say how this council should work when one is not part of it. But why not? Sorry I cannot give you a
precise answer.

And about these other things, these are much more concrete things to discuss. How can we use our tools in order to
support the people who are in Russia today? And enlarge the number of political prisoners? No, I don’t think the US is
more ready than us to work for that. No, I don’t think so. I think that both are equally committed. Both are equally
ready. The problem is, how do we do that? But believe me, there is not a difference between the US and Europe on
supporting the Russian political prisoners, whose big number is certainly something that marks the Putin regime.
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Radostaw Sikorski (PPE). — We had a meeting here in the European Parliament this morning with Bill Browder, who
initiated the Magnitsky legislation, and he claims that we have not used this mechanism as much as the United States.
So, just take a look at it, please.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — (inaudible) I don’t think the US is more ready than us to work for that. No, I don’t think so. I think that both are
equally committed. Both are equally ready. The problem is how do we do that? But believe me, there is not a difference
between the US and Europe on supporting the Russian political prisoners, which big number is certainly something that
marks the Putin regime.

Pedro Marques (S&D). — Mr President, dear High Representative, the leadership of this group of the Socialists and
Democrats, we just came from the US just before Chancellor Scholz and the President of the Commission landed a few
days later there.

At our meetings at the White House or at the Congress, there was a lot of appraisal about the unity between Europe and
the US regarding the support of the Ukrainians against the Russian aggression. But we were also, of course, discussing
the elephant in the room, the IRA. America is trying, as you just said previously, to go more independent on other
economies, including from ourselves, promoting American industries, even the green ones.

And we in Europe are, at the same time, discussing strategic autonomy and the sovereignty fund. So I would like to ask
you, what comes next for this transatlantic partnership? Will we lead together the reinvention of the multilateral insti-
tutions, Mr Borrell, so that we can fight globally the health, the financial and the climate challenges? Or are we to face a
kind of a new Cold War with blocs clashing through the world against each other?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vice-président de la Commission/haut représentant de I'Union pour les affaires étrangeres et la politique
de sécurité. — Je ne peux pas vous dire s’il va y avoir a nouveau une guerre froide. Je sais qu'il faut faire tout ce qui est
possible pour Iéviter. On en a déja eu une. Mais la guerre froide qu'on a connue était une guerre froide avec un
isolement économique et financier entre les parties. Il n’y avait pas de relations commerciales, il ny avait pas de rapports
financiers entre les Etats-Unis et la Russie soviétique. Les échanges entre les deux blocs, c’était minimal, ridicule.

Et surtout, 'Union Soviétique n’était pas le banquier des Etats-Unis. Par contre, aujourd’hui, la Chine est le banquier des
Etats-Unis. Cest I'achat par la Chine des bons du Trésor et les crédits aux consommateurs qui ont permis aux Etats-Unis
de poursuivre dans leur dynamique financiére. Et les échanges entre la Chine et les Etats-Unis sont de I'ordre, je n'ai pas
les chiffres en téte, de milliards par jour, pas par an, par jour.

Donc c'est une guerre froide entre deux parties qui n'ont pas intérét a 'anéantissement de l'autre, parce qu'elles sont trop
liées. Cest vrai que maintenant, on essaye de chercher la parade pour cet engagement mutuel. Mais si vous parlez avec
les Etats-Unis de decoupling avec la Chine, ils vont vous dire que, non, ce n'est pas le decoupling quon cherche, cest le
derisking. C'est autre chose. Et, de ce point de vue-1a, il va y avoir une confrontation, on y est et ¢a va marquer le siécle.
Ce siecle sera le siecle de la confrontation entre ces deux grandes puissances. Mais je pense que nous avons tout intérét a
éviter d'abord de jeter la Russie dans les bras de la Chine et provoquer une alliance de ces deux régimes autoritaires, et
ensuite a défendre les intéréts qui sont les notres.

Pedro Marques (S&D). — I refer to the reform of the multilateral institutions. And we were also in New York at the UN
with the Secretary-General, and there was a sense of hope on the reform of the multilateral institutions. And it was
good to hear some sense of hope in such difficult times. And I would like to ask you, do you also believe that we can
indeed deliver on the reform of the multilateral institutions, namely the Security Council, and particularly to give a role,
a concrete role, to the Global South? Latin America and Africa are calling for too long for a stronger role in the
multilateral institutions, and I saw the Secretary-General going in that direction. I would like to have your saying on this.
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Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — Theoretically, we are very much ready for that. And yes, we support the enlargement of the Security Council for
a better representation of the world the way it is today, which is not the world when the multilateral institutions were
created on the aftermath of World War Two.

But if we have more members of the Security Council in order to have more veto rights, then we are not going to
improve the working of the United Nations system. More vetoes means more difficulties to reach agreements, and we
have already a lot. But, on the other hand, I don't see a lot of people ready to renounce to their veto rights. Do you
know some? Do you know some who say, ‘Yes, I'm going to renounce my veto right on the Security Council? Certainly
not.

So, if we want to make the Security Council more flexible, we have first to have more members inside, second to have
less veto rights, in order to be able to get decisions quicker and more engaged with the world problems.

But it’s not only the United Nations, it’s also about financial institutions that have to be renewed and reformed. And for
that, last week in Stockholm, the Minister of Development discussed our proposals for the reform of the financial
institutions.

Believe me, neither is so easy. Everybody is ready to open and to give roles to the others, but when the time comes to
renounce some of your part in order for the others to have a bigger part, then the difficulties start.

President. — Dear colleagues, we have so many colleagues asking for the floor. It is impossible to give everyone the
floor, but I ask you to delete the second question. Then it is possible to give more people the floor. So only one
question, answer and go on.

Anna Bonfrisco (ID). — Signor Presidente, Alto rappresentante, onorevoli colleghi, in questo secolo sappiamo che poco
puo fare una singola strategia di sicurezza nazionale, che non basta una strategia di sicurezza europea: serve una
strategia di sicurezza transatlantica sempre piu forte.

E nell'ambito del dialogo transatlantico, sappiamo, che per il nostro pit grande alleato e il piti importante, gli Stati Uniti,
¢ diventato materia di sicurezza nazionale il concetto secondo il quale, chi sara alla guida delle tecnologie abilitanti e di
quelle emergenti, dall'energia alle scienze biomediche, dall'intelligenza artificiale al quantum computing, emergera come
leader mondiale e sara in grado di esercitare il soft power e I'hard power meglio di altri.

Le chiedo, quindi: ¢'¢ perfetta sintonia tra Europa e Stati Uniti in questa valutazione dottrinale? Riscontra debolezze,
vulnerabilita nell'implementare tale dottrina?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — These are cosmic questions. Difficult to answer in a minute and a half. Nothing is white, nothing is black on
that. We are partners, but we defend our own interests. And certainly the US did not consult us when they approved the
Inflation Reduction Act. Now we are trying to negotiate in order to see how the collateral effects of this decision can
touch us. And with the contrast with other international powers, we agree that our cooperation has to strengthen not
only our economic security, but also national security, but being rooted on the multilateral system. This multilateral
system has, among others, the WTO. As I said before, the IRA is the biggest protectionist measure that the US has
launched in 1913. And it is certainly in many parts of the IRA, it is something against the rules of the WTO. I am not
blaming anyone I am just saying that white is white. So certainly we can follow them. And also to undermine still more
this multilateral order, or we can try to look for something that could not be a race to who is the one who gives better
and bigger subsidies, because then we go in a completely geopolitical and economic landscape than the one in which we
have been working until now. And is not clear how it is going to go. President von der Leyen went to Washington,
certainly, it was excellent relations. But what we have in the table now is the will to continue discussing.

Veronika Vrecionova (ECR). — Pane piedsedajici, vdZeny pane vysoky pfedstaviteli, Spojené stity a Kanada jsou nasimi
nejvétsimi a nejbliz§imi spojenci a partnery, a to ve viech oblastech: spolecnd obrana, bezpe¢nost, ekonomika, kultura,
inovace. V soucasné dobé ruské imperidlni agrese a stile vice konfrontaéniho chovani Ciny musime jako Zdpad drzet
daleko vice pti sobé. A hlavné, nesmime pfipustit jakékoli, byt jen ndznaky obchodnich sport nebo snad dokonce
obchodni vilky. Ja se jenom vrdtim k tomu, co uZ tady padlo nékolikrdt. BohuZel obchodni smlouvu se Spojenymi
staity nemdme. PovaZzuji to za chybu, ale to uz se stalo. Chystdme se tedy ty obchodni vztahy fesit alespon mensimi
sektorovymi dohodami? Vy jste mluvil o dvou dohoddch. Jd myslim, Ze to je strainé mélo. Chystime n&jaké dalsi? V
podstaté mluvime o tom, co miZeme ddle délat. Ale jakdkoli konfrontace se Spojenymi stity neni v naSem zdjmu. A
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jakd bude nase dal3i reakce na IRU (Inflation Reduction Act)?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. -Nobody is looking for a confrontation with the US. Nobody is looking for that. President von der Leyen went to
the US, certainly not looking for confrontation, but looking for understanding and agreement. So do not worry, this is
not the case. We are not looking for a confrontation with the US in any field.

But, if the transatlantic relations are in a very good shape, it is for two reasons. First, because we share the same
interests and values, or at least, they are very well aligned in many issues. We share the same political analysis of
Russia’s war; we both want Ukraine to regain its full sovereignty.

But our relationship works well because our partnership is balanced. And the more balanced it will be, the better it will
work. And I think that the US understands that perfectly. I think that the US are very much interested in the European
Union to assume their strategic responsibilities, and that a stronger Europe will make a stronger transatlantic relations-
hip. Our relationship works well because it is balanced, and the more balanced it will be, the better it will work.

Marc Botenga (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Ministre des affaires étrangéres européen, voici une
question. Vous savez que la crédibilité de I'Union européenne dans le monde dépend non seulement de la fagon dont
nous traitons d’autres pays, mais surtout de quelles interactions nous avons avec nos alliés.

Vous avez été un grand défenseur, justement, du fait de ne pas laisser impunis les crimes de guerre russes en Ukraine.
Mais aujourd’hui, nous sommes 20 ans apres la guerre américaine contre I'lraq, une guerre criminelle, en violation du
droit international, qui a fait environ un demi-million de morts, et toujours aucun responsable gouvernemental améri-
cain n'a été tenu pour responsable.

Alors, dans nos relations transatlantiques et pour la crédibilité de 'Union européenne, pour ne pas avoir une Union
européenne qui a deux poids et deux mesures, comme nous le reprochent souvent 'Amérique latine, I'Afrique, etc.,
allez-vous mettre cette question sur la table, et comment?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Si, evidentemente, la critica que se nos hace de utilizar dos pesos y dos medidas me la encuentro todos
los dias.

Si, ustedes defienden la integridad territorial de Ucrania, pero ;qué hacen para defender la integridad territorial de los
territorios palestinos ocupados por Israel, por ejemplo? Eso me lo preguntan todos los dias. Hace poco tiempo —la
semana pasada, creo—, estuve en la India, en Nueva Delhi, en la reunién del G20 y muchos de nuestros socios interna-
cionales dicen que ellos defienden la paz, pero la defienden de una forma coherente, consistente, y que nosotros lo
hacemos de forma selectiva y no dejan de citar ejemplos. Y usted ha citado el ejemplo de la guerra de Irak, que fue sin
duda una de las primeras veces en las que se hizo el uso de la fuerza fuera del marco de las Naciones Unidas. Por eso
muchos Estados europeos no siguieron a los Estados Unidos en esa guerra.

De lo que usted me plantea ahora, pues, francamente, no tengo nada nuevo que decirle. Que yo sepa, no hay nada sobre
la mesa. Pero si me hago eco de esa critica, a la que creo que tenemos que ser sensibles. Hemos de ser coherentes y —
como decfa uno de nuestros socios— hay que defender las cosas de forma consistente y coherente.

Georgios Kyrtsos (Renew). — Mr Borrell, unfortunately you are obliged to have a global outlook and try to answer
questions concerning different regions of the world. What about Latin America? It is of strategic importance to the
United States of America and, of course, to the European Union. We have a lot of issues, developments in Mexico, in
Brazil, in Argentina. So could you please summarise to us the points of convergence with the strategy and the policies
of Washington and some points of divergence?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Cuando se habla de la relacién trasatlantica, todo el mundo entiende que es la relaciéon entre Europa
y Estados Unidos, pero esa es solo la relacion trasatlintica norte. Hay otra relacion trasatldntica, porque América Latina
también estd del otro lado del Atlantico. O sea que deberfamos hablar de dos relaciones transatlanticas: la norte y la sur.
Para nosotros, la sur, la relacién con el subcontinente latinoamericano, deberia tener mucha mds importancia de la que
tiene.
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Hist6ricamente, Estados Unidos y Europa han visto América Latina de manera muy distinta: Estados Unidos con la
Doctrina Monroe —esta es mi drea de influencia, este es mi backyard, aqui no se mete nadie y tengo un cierto derecho,
en castellano dirfamos «de una manera muy castiza— y Europa es una vieja potencia colonial en América Latina, en
particular, en algunos paises y, en particular, el que yo conozco mejor. Por lo tanto, nuestra relaciéon no se parece en
nada. En América Latina reprochan todavia a Estados Unidos su apoyo a las dictaduras militares en el Cono Sur: la
Operacién Céndor, Chile, Argentina, Brasil. Lo recuerdo muy bien.

Hoy el paisaje politico latinoamericano ha cambiado. Ha aparecido una nueva izquierda. La nueva izquierda en
Colombia, en Chile, una segunda edicién de la izquierda de Lula en Brasil, todavia la permanencia de la izquierda
peronista en Argentina y el macizo andino. Todo eso dibuja un escenario en el que nosotros tenemos que buscar
nuestro camino y comprometernos mds con América Latina, independientemente de lo que haga Estados Unidos, que
ha hecho mucho, pero seguramente desde una éptica diferente.

Anekcanmbp Anekcannpos Vopnanos (PPE). — I-u Ilpencenmatern, TpaHCATIaHTUUECKUTE OTHOMIEHUS, I-H Bopen, Tpsabsa ma
TapaHTMPAT PEIMOHAIIHA U INODAIIHA CUTYPHOCT. VIHCTPYMEHT Ha TakaBa CUTYPHOCT € WEHCTBOTO Ha mbpkasute B HATO. B Tasu
BPB3KA € MOST Bbmpoc. Hue XemaeM [a mpyeMame HOBM [IbpXaBy B EBpOmeficKusi Cbo3, HO He TpsiOBa Iy mpedy TOBA Te3u
IbpKaBy fa craHar wieHose Ha HATO? [locera BCUUKM AbpXKaBU OT OMBIIMS KOMYHMUCTMUYeCKM ONOK, KOMTO Osixa MpueT B
Eporeiickus cbio3, mpemm ToBa craBaxa wieHoe Ha HATO. UM BbmpocsT My e KOHKpeTHO 3a Pemybrnyka ChpOust, KosTo B
MOMEHTa € [bpxKaBarTa, GOpMMpalia PYCKO BIIMSIHME B permoHa Ha 3amapgHute BanmkaHy M 4mMaTo MOMMTMKA HecTabuimmsmpa u
cbeeHy Ibpxasu Karo CesepHa Maxkenonns, Kocoso, bocna u Xepuerosuna. Unencrsoro B HATO kaTo MHCTpyMeHT 3a curyp-
HOCT B TPaHCATIIAHTNYECKUTE OTHOLICHMS.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Ustedes perdonen, pero bajo el nombre de relacién trasatlintica estdn ustedes poniendo cualquier cosa
que se les ocurra. O sea, ahora resulta que la relacion transatlantica determina la integracién de Serbia en la...

Vamos a ver, sefior presidente, yo vengo aqui con mucho gusto a contestar sobre un tema concreto, pero si me pre-
guntan por cualquier cosa y luego me dicen «esto tiene que ver con la relacion trasatldntica», pues les diré «no, no tiene
que ver con la relacién trasatldntica y no tengo ni idea de cudl es la perspectiva de Serbia a entrar en la OTAN>.

Katarina Roth Nevedalovd (S&D). — VdZeny pan predsedajici, ja sa chcem spytat na transatlantické vztahy, pan
Borrell. My sme mali s Ameri¢anmi vzdy velmi dobri spoluprécu, ¢o sa tyka humanitirnej pomoci a podpory krajin,
ktoré boli najzranitelnejsie, ktoré mali rézne problémy. Dnes diskutujeme napriklad o kritickych surovinch, ktoré si
potrebné pre nds aj pre Americanovm aj pre dalsie krajiny, napriklad pre Cinu, na vyrobu a vyvoj roznych produktov. Ja
sa chcem spytat, kde sa nachddza momentélne diskusia so Spojenymi §tatmi v tejto otdzke ? Ktoré regiony povazujeme
mozno za také dolezité pre nds? Ale aj v stvislosti nielen s tym, akd humanitdrnu pomoc podporujeme a ako podpo-
rujeme ludi v tychto regiénoch, ale takisto aj ako chrdnime tychto Iudi? A kedZe sme priatelia, ale zdroven aj konku-
renti, tak ako vlastne pomdhame tymto krajinim mozno aj bojovat s klimatickymi zmenami? PretoZe velmi casto tieto
vyuzivané zdroje, ktoré vyuzivame a tazime, sposobujii rozne problémy v oblasti environmentélne;j.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comision | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Debo reconocer que no entiendo la pregunta. ;O sea que como ayudamos a quién para qué? ;Cémo
ayudo a qué paises?

Por favor, sefiorfas, si ustedes quieren que les conteste con un poco de seriedad, hdganme unas preguntas que yo les
pueda contestar. (Cémo ayudamos a qué paises a hacer frente al cambio climdtico? ;A qué paises se refiere usted?

Reinhard Biitikofer (Verts/ALE). — Mr Borrell, the cooperation on China is a core issue in transatlantic relations.
Recent media excitement has focused on some lack of clarity as to where the EU stands. President von der Leyen has
been accused of being overly hawkish. Some people even felt the need to say we should not be a vassal of the United
States, while President Michel has been dubbed as the person who tries to avoid confrontation.
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Now, where should the EU stand with regard to transatlantic relations on China? And I have three specific questions.
President Biden has said yes to all three. What are you saying? Should there be outbound investment screening? Should
there be sanctions if China delivers arms to Russia? And should there be a deterrence policy to avoid an attack on
Taiwan?

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — This is about our relationship with China, not with the US. Our position with China on arms to Ukraine, our
position on China versus Taiwan, which was the other one? Screening of investments? This is our position on China. Do
you want a debate on China? Call for it! Call for it! But don’t hide between the transatlantic relations to discuss about
China.

President. — Mr Biitikofer said at the beginning that China is a part of the transatlantic relation, because we need a
common position with the West vis-a-via China. I accept that ...

Ich entschuldige mich dafiir, dass viele Kolleginnen und Kollegen heute das Thema der Fragestunde stark erweitert
haben. Da bin ich auch mehrfach eingeschritten und Sie auch. Aber bei diesem Thema ist es nicht eine Ausflucht,
sondern es ist ein Zusammenhang mit unseren transatlantischen Beziehungen und dem Bezug zu China.

Hilde Vautmans (Renew). — Wel, ik wil eigenlijk mijn collega Biitikofer bijtreden, want ik moet eerlijk zeggen, mijnheer
Borrell, het gaat wel degelijk over trans-Atlantische relaties en ik grijp dit ook aan — net zoals collega Biitikofer — om dit
aan te halen.

Mevrouw Ursula von der Leyen was in de Verenigde Staten. We lezen nu dat er een conflict is in houding tussen
mevrouw Von der Leyen en Charles Michel met betrekking tot de visie van China. Wij hebben hier breed voor een
uitstekend verslag van mijn hand over China gestemd, waarin we zeiden: “Voor China-beleid moeten we samenspreken
met gelijkwaardige partners.”

Nu stel ik u de vraag, mijnheer Borrell:

Was er gegevensuitwisseling? Hebben de Verenigde Staten, als goede partner, met ons, Europa, gegevens uitgewisseld als
zou China wapens leveren aan Rusland in het conflict dat er daar bestaat? Dat is een vraag over trans-Atlantische
relaties.

En te: U bent eigenlijk toch wel gedeeld tussen Raad en Commissie? Wat is uw standpunt nu? Volgt u mevrouw Von
der Leyen of volgt u Charles Michel met betrekking tot het China-beleid? Laat u zich beinvloeden door de houding van
de Verenigde Staten richting China? Dat is wel duidelijk een vraag over trans-Atlantische relaties.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — Look, I am not aware that there is a difference between the President of the Commission and the President of
the Council, is there? Where is this information coming from? Do you read the press?

(In reaction to off-mic comment by Hilde Vautmans) Let’s be serious. Please. Let’s be serious.

The common foreign policy of the European Union is being driven by the European Union Council because foreign
policy belongs to the Member States, not to the Commission. I am charged with building a common foreign policy,
putting together the different approaches of the different Member States to China. So the foreign policy of the European
Union with respect to China is being built under the political guidance of the European Union Council.

Trade policy is a competence of the community pillar of the European Union. But trade policy doesn't dictate foreign
policy. Trade policy is part of foreign policy. Trade policy doesn’t drive foreign policy. It is foreign policy that drives
trade policy. Does that answer your question?

Der Prisident. — Wir beenden die Frage...

(Zwischenruf)
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Frau Kollegin, bitte! Wir beenden die Fragestunde mit dem Hohen Vertreter und Vize-Prisidenten der Kommission.

Die Lebhaftigkeit und die Vielfalt der Fragen zeigt, wie intensiv nicht nur die transantlantischen Beziehungen, sondern
die geopolitische Entwicklung Teil der politischen Debatte in Europa geworden ist. Ich halte das fiir gut.

In Zukunft wiirde ich die Kolleginnen und Kollegen bitten, bei ihrer Fragestellung das Thema der Fragestunde primar im
Visier zu haben.

15. Demokratijos biiklés blogéjimas Izraelyje ir jo pasekmés okupuotoms teritorijoms
(diskusijos)

Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache tiber die Erklirung des Vizeprisidenten der
Kommission und Hohen Vertreters der Union fiir Auflen- und Sicherheitspolitik iiber die Verschlechterung der
Demokratie in Israel und Folgen fiir die besetzten Gebiete (2023/2593(RSP)).

Josep Borrell Fontelles, Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy. — Mr President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, thank you for this opportunity to address you
today on the increasingly important issues. Everybody is following closely the developments in the Middle East in the
past weeks, both in Israel and in the occupied Palestinian territories.

First I would like to start by underlying both the European Union’s and my own personal engagement with both parties.
I've been in contact with both Israeli Foreign Minister Cohen — even this morning — and the Palestinian Prime Minister.
We invited the Prime Minister to Brussels, where we had a very good exchange at the last Foreign Affairs Council in
January. This has been coupled with public messaging. You have seen a number of my statements — not my statements —
the last one was an a statement of 27 Member States. Sometimes people blame me for the statements of the 27 Member
States. It's not me, it’s the 27 Member States. I am representing the Council, and the Council is the 27 Member States.
This was issued last Wednesday. And when we face a difficult situation on the ground with increasing violence and
extremism I think it’s crucial that the European Union is united and speaks with one voice, not my voice, the voice of
the 27, all together. And we managed to reach an agreement of the 27. And this is the first time it happened for many
years, that we had the statement of the 27.

And I spoke this morning on the phone with the Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen, who was not very happy about this
debate. He was concerned. He was asking why the European Parliament is interfering in the internal affairs of Israel. He
was once again blaming me. Well, sorry, I am coming to the Parliament. The Parliament calls me to discuss something,
and I have to come. Which I did. It's not me who put this title, ‘Deterioration of democracy in Israel and consequences
on the occupied territories’, it's the political groups, and this Parliament is able to discuss about everything they consider
important. And that's what I try to explain to the Israeli minister in a very friendly way: ‘Look, it's normal that the
parliamentarians are concerned about the growing spiral of violence in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories and
the need for all sides to de-escalate the situation’. I mentioned this agreement that we reached with the 27 Member
States where, of course, we condemn terrorism; of course we fully recognise Israel's right to defend itself; and we
certainly never draw a comparison between operations by the Israeli military and the actions of terrorists. But we
have to call for the proportional use of force. No, we don't want any kind of funding activities that could encourage
incitement.

Of course we are a strong believer in the two-state solution. And there is no, we believe, viable alternative to that. And
with our international partners, we will continue to work for a peaceful solution to the conflict. And I am using this
Parliament to say — and I suppose you agree — that the European Union has to engage on looking for peace in the
Middle East, and that the Middle East peace process is something that matters for us, and we are engaged on that. Maybe
someone doesn't like it, but we do it because we believe that is our contribution to the security in the region and to our
security too. So I hope that today will be a good discussion to show to Minister Cohen that the Parliament is ready to
discuss what is happening in the Middle East and how we can contribute to the peace process. And this is not at all to
have an anti-Israeli position. Not at all.
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Second, we have known Israel for its vibrant democracy. That's true. So vibrant that we have seen five elections in the
past three years. Very vibrant. Five elections in three years is quite a dynamic electoral process. And the new government
is keen to pursue a judicial reform. And that's what we want to discuss today: a judicial reform which has led to a
heated internal political debate. And everybody knows, because everybody watches TV and reads newspapers, that many
Israelis have been demonstrating in the streets. And both the government and opposition are using fierce language. A
compromise seems difficult, but as far as I know, talks are ongoing, especially thanks to the efforts of President Herzog.
And I don’t want to prejudge the outcome of this debate. I am not part of this debate. I am just saying that this debate
is taking place. And I can’t remember you what the President Herzog himself has said. And we are a close observer
because Israel is a key partner. Our values are based on our democratic and open society and the rule of law. And we
expect this to continue.

And if we have concerns, if you have concerns, you will not hesitate to express them and convey them as you do with
any part of the world. For example, the Knesset is discussing a bill that could re-establish the death penalty. We know
that we are strongly and we are in principle opposed to the death penalty. And for sure today, I'm sure that many
members will engage on this clearly.

And third, with full respect to the internal political dynamics in Israel, this Chamber is fully empowered to discuss these
dynamics and to understand what happens there with respect to our perception of our values and interest in the region.
Nothing is strange on that. This cannot be seen as an interference, but a way of showing our interest and our apprecia-
tion for the Israeli democracy.

And then you present in the title of the debate also the consequences on the Palestinian territories, the occupied
Palestinian territories. And I am not inventing the new world if I say that the situation there is grave. And that violence
has reached levels unseen since 2005, with an appalling number of victims, including children. Things cannot go on like
this. And I made a call with our statement and also with an article published in the Middle East press, asking both sides
to act urgently and responsibly. They need to do whatever they can to allow for a change of course.

And we have been clear and I will be clear once again: settlements are illegal under international law. Is that being anti-
Israeli saying that? No: settlements are illegal under international law. And the expansion must stop, as well as demoli-
tion and evictions of Palestinians from their homes. The Israeli Government must seriously counter the violence of
settler extremism and hold perpetrators accountable. And military operations must be proportionate and in line with
international humanitarian law. It's difficult not to agree on that.

But the Palestinian Authority must act too. They must redouble their efforts in terms of security cooperation and work
to prevent acts of terror that have claimed many Israeli lives. It is equally important that the Palestinians work towards
reconciliation in order to reunite the Palestinian territories under one single legitimate authority. Palestinian factions
should engage constructively in reconciliation talks. Palestinian people deserve the right to vote in national democratic
elections to renew the legitimacy of their leadership. This is important also in view of future peace talks.

The international community must act as well to help bring about a renewed perspective for peace. And we need
renewed international efforts to help both Israelis and Palestinians to think through their options. And in order to
contribute to that, on 13 February I met with the Saudi Foreign Minister, Prince Faisal, and with Arab League
Secretary-General Aboul Gheit, and we agreed to work together towards a viable solution in order to revive and build
on the Arab Peace Initiative, also by adding a European peace contribution to it. And in these efforts we will be working
closely with other Arab and international partners.

We have also supported the work of the US, including on the recent Aqaba Joint Communiqué. And all parties should
now respect the agreements that they reached in Agaba in good faith. And we must help to create the conditions where
it will be advantageous for Israelis and Palestinians to go back to the negotiating table and talk. And nothing will make
me more happy than to be able to contribute from the European Union to prepare this process. I'm sure everybody in
this Chamber agrees that the European Union should do all we can in order to contribute to a peaceful settlement of the
conflict in the Middle East and peace between Israel and Palestine. This and nothing else is what is moving us, and in
particular me.
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Michael Gahler, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, our support for Israel as a functioning,
vibrant democracy in the Middle East is, to a large extent, dependent on this very fact — that it remains a functioning
democracy, where the separation of powers between the executive, parliament and the courts prevails. The legislation
that is currently passing the Knesset seeks, among other issues, to enable the Knesset to overrule Supreme Court
decisions. Such legislation must be a no go in a functioning democracy.

But there is hope and protest. Israeli President Yitzhak Herzog last Thursday said that the government should abandon
proposed legislation to overhaul the country’s judiciary, in favour of a model with broad national support. I also put my
trust in Israel's vibrant civil society. Hundreds of thousands of citizens are demonstrating every day against this ons-
laught on a liberal democracy, and they will not let it happen.

Israel, with its founding legacy, must remain on moral high ground. The prime minister has to guarantee that hate
speech against political opponents and extremist positions expressed by cabinet ministers do not further encourage a
circle of violence, such as the radical settlers attacking Palestinians in Huwara. He is also responsible not to implement
those parts of the coalition agreement where the signatories claim, ‘Israel has a natural right over all of the land, and a
fundamental purpose of the new government will be to promote Israeli sovereignty over the West Bank’.

We want to defend Israel’s legitimate right to exist as the Jewish state, but we cannot defend what is illegitimate.

Pedro Marques, on behalf of the SED Group. — Mr President, this is a significant moment of unity in this chamber, and I
want to highlight that after the words of my colleague, Mr Gahler, because with the aim to free itself from the strings of
the judiciary, the government of Israel and its coalition are trying to approve legislation that is not acceptable in a
democratic country as we know them. It's certainly not acceptable and not accepted in Israel, too, because Israeli
citizens are taking to the streets week after week on ever bigger mass demonstrations to protect against the judiciary
reform already referred previously by Michael Gahler, claiming, correctly, that it constitutes an assault to the Israeli
democracy. This reform diminishes the judiciary as a whole, making it easy for the political power to overrule decisions
from the Supreme Court. And as it was also referred, legislative proposals are being discussed to reinstate even the death
penalty. This government is paving the way for a de facto annexation of the occupied territories. So let me end, Mr
President, with a sentence, there is no room for ambiguity. We are not anti-Israeli, for we are by the side of the
hundreds of thousands, of the millions of Israelis that are fighting for democracy in Israel in the streets these days.

Nicola Beer, im Namen der Renew-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Die Europdische Union und Israel verbindet eine tiefe
Freundschaft. Freundschaft bedeutet aber auch, besorgniserregende Entwicklungen anzusprechen — und ich bin besorgt.
Ich bin besorgt iiber die neue Gewaltspirale in den paldstinensischen Gebieten. Ich bin besorgt iiber die geplante
Justizreform der neuen israelischen Regierung, die zum Ende der Gewaltenteilung und der Unabhingigkeit der Justiz
fithren konnte.

Die Demonstrationen in Israel und die AuRerung von Prasident Herzog zeigen aber auch, dass Israel eine lebendige, eine
wehrhafte Demokratie ist, die um bessere Losungen ringt. Wir als Europdisches Parlament, als demokratischer Partner
sollten uns als vertrauensvoller Partner anbieten und unterstiitzen. Im Diskurs miteinander zu sein, sich offen zu duflern,
insbesondere als Freund, sehe ich als konstruktiver an, als das tibliche blame game beider Seiten.

Ich baue auf mutige Politikerinnen und Politiker in Regierung und Opposition, die in der Lage sind, sowohl einen
gesellschaftlichen Konsens in Israel herbeizufithren als auch spiter — quasi in der Fortfithrung der Abraham Accords —
die Gewalt in den palistinensischen Gebieten zu iiberwinden.

Jordi Solé, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — In just a few short weeks, we have seen what the most extremist
government in Israel’s seven-decade history is capable of: eroding democracy by undermining the independence of the
judiciary. Mr Borrell, the EU must unequivocally stand with those who defend a solid democracy with proper checks and
balances in Israel. And you should make clear that if these reforms go ahead, this will ultimately have consequences for
relations between the EU and Israel. But as we look at what is going on in the streets of Israel and in the Knesset, we
need also to be looking at what is happening in the occupied territories. And there we see more of the same. Perhaps
with greater intensity. We see growing violence, expansion plans for illegal settlements, a de facto annexation turning
into a covert, de jure annexation, daily discrimination against Palestinians, demolitions... It is necessary that it also gets
international attention and condemnation and that the EU finally gets vocal and consistent, opposing occupation poli-
cies from the current government, as well as former ones which seek to make a just and lasting peace an impossibility.
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Joachim Stanistaw Brudzifski, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Wedlug oceny delegatury Unii
Europejskiej w Tel Awiwie ro$nie zagrozenie eskalacjg przemocy na Zachodnim Brzegu. Newralgiczny okres nadchodza-
cego ramadanu i nakladajacych si¢ na niego $wigt zZydowskich wraz z ostra retoryka radykalnych politykéw wchodzg-
cych w sklad koalicji rzadowej w Izraelu, w tym odpowiedzialnych za rézne aspekty bezpieczenistwa, w polaczeniu z
poczuciem bezkarno$ci osadnikéw, jeszcze bardziej zwigkszaja ryzyko kolejnych aktéw przemocy. Do tego dochodzi
bardzo stabe panowanie nad sytuacja na Zachodnim Brzegu ze strony wladz Autonomii Palestyriskiej oraz duza liczba
obecnych tam gotowych do akeji jednostek matych ugrupowan rozproszonych i pozostajacych poza czyjakolwiek kont-
rolg, takich jak Hamas czy Palestyniski Islamski Dzihad.

W ostatnim czasie doszto do wielu naduzy¢ ze strony osadnikéw, ale i izraelskich stuzb na Zachodnim Brzegu, do
jednych z najbardziej wstrzasajacych naleza wydarzenia w Huwarze. W ocenie wielu komentatoréw, wydarzenia w
Huwarze pokazuja coraz wigkszg zuchwalo$¢ osadnikéw, u ktérych poczucie bezkarnosci moze by¢ podsycane $wiado-
moscig obecno$ci w rzadzie izraelskim ich zwolennikéw. Ja chciatbym si¢ upomnieé, Szanowni Panstwo, o palestynskich
chrzescijan. Nadchodza $wigta Wielkanocy. Mowimy o konflikcie palestyiisko-izraelskim, a zapominamy o chrzecija-
nach, ktorzy od wiekéw sa przesladowani zaréwno przez jednych, jak i drugich ekstremistow.

Anna Bonfrisco, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signor Presidente, Alto rappresentante Borrell, onorevoli colleghi, i cittadini di
Isracle oggi sono orgogliosi del loro Paese, che questanno celebra 75 anni di indipendenza, e credono nella giustizia
della sua causa, ma allo stesso tempo sono esausti dalle lotte intestine e dalle sue conseguenze sulla vita politica e
sociale.

Queste sono parole del Presidente Herzog e lo ringraziamo per questo monito valido per tutte le democrazie liberali e
anche per aver celebrato con noi la Giornata della Memoria. Isracle conosce i pericoli derivanti dal virus della polariz-
zazione politica, un virus che puo erodere la fiducia dei cittadini nelle istituzioni e arrivare a paralizzare la nazione.

Ma ¢ importante ribadire che Israele & un faro di democrazia. E uno Stato speciale per come ¢ costruito e per come
opera. E uno Stato innovativo per natura e desideroso di contribuire allo sviluppo del genere umano, nonostante si trovi
collocati nell'area piu difficile del mondo. Intorno a sé ha nemici, intolleranza, disprezzo, terrorismo e Stati caratterizzati
da una minore volonta di sviluppo e di democrazia. Ma Israele si sa difendere da tutto cio.

I will now switch to English and, given the importance of our debate today, I would like to conclude with a quotation
from Chaim Weizmann, the first President of Israel: «The future of the State of Israel rests on three foundations: fraternal
love, an effort to build and peace to all, near and far.»

Martina Michels, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Herr Prisident, Herr Borrell, Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Israels
Regierungskoalition mit rechtsextremen Parteien ist dabei, die demokratische Verfasstheit des Landes niederzureiffen.
Dabei geht es nicht nur um das Justizreformpaket, das selbst der Staatspréasident Herzog als bedriickend und schidlich
fur die Demokratie bezeichnet und gegen das Tausende seit Wochen auf die Strale gehen. Es geht auch um die
Einfithrung der Todesstrafe, um die Ubertragung von Zustindigkeiten fiir die besetzten Gebiete auf das neue Biiro fiir
Siedlungstitigkeiten im besetzten Westjordanland. Es geht um eine inzwischen ungeziigelte Siedlungspolitik und die
Beschleunigung von Annexionstendenzen.

Das sind mitnichten interne Angelegenheiten. Diese Politik ist auch keine Entschuldigung fiir Terroranschlige, aber sie
wird nicht dazu beitragen, die Spirale von Hass und Gewalt zu durchbrechen. Herr Borrell, Israel und die EU verbindet
vieles, vor allem auch die gemeinsamen Werte von Demokratie und Menschenrechten. Wir miissen endlich klar dazu
stehen, die Krifte in der israelischen Gesellschaft, die diese Werte und Wege verteidigen, zu unterstiitzen, notfalls gegen
ihre eigene Regierung.
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Kinga Gal (NI). — Tisztelt Elnok Ur! Féképvisel6 Ur! Képviseltarsaim! Izrael egy stabil, demokratikusan megvélasztott
kormannyal rendelkezik, amellyel szembeni tdmaddsok most ismét azt bizonyitjak, hogy a baloldali er6k képtelenek
elfogadni, ha egy vélasztdson nekik nem tetsz eredmény sziiletik. A baloldal ugyantgy vélasztdsok miatt, politikai
alapon tdmadja most Izraelt, ahogy Magyarorszdgot is teszi. Ideje lenne, hogy végre tiszteletben tartsék a vdlasztok
tobbségének akaratdt, és a demokratikus vélasztdsok végeredményét. Az Abrahim-megéllapoddsok megkotése hosszi
évtizedek utdn a tartds béke zaloga lehet Izrael és az arab orszdgok kozott. Az izraeli kormdnyf6 elismerést érdemel a
kozel-keleti térség stabilitdsaért tett erdfeszitéséért.

Ez Eurdpa biztonsdga szempontjabdl is kulcsfontossdgii, ennek hidnya ugyanis a terrorfenyegetettség és az illegdlis
migraciés hullimok er6sodését eredményezi. Eurdpanak elemi érdeke, hogy tdmogassa a kozel-keleti békefolyamatot.
Izrael onvédelemhez valé jogdt tiszteletben kell tartani. Elitélend6 minden izraeli dllampolgarral szemben elkvetett
terrortdmadds. Megbékélés kell végre.

Antonio Lopez-Istdriz White (PPE). — Sefior presidente, miles de personas se manifiestan pacificamente en Israel
defendiendo el Estado de Derecho. Esto mismo ha ocurrido hace poco en Espafia también, por maniobras de mi
Gobierno —;no?— en cuestiones judiciales. Lo que demuestra es que es un pais democratico, como cualquiera aqui.

Pero las reformas judiciales propuestas en Israel estin pasando ahora mismo por un intenso proceso legislativo y
politico, un proceso que ain desconocemos. Creo que perdemos cierta credibilidad, sefior Borrell, como actores estra-
tégicos si nos apresuramos a debatir una ley en proceso de creacién en un pais democrético, no como los que lo rodean,
de los que hablamos poco muchas veces.

Por supuesto, comparto las preocupaciones sobre estas reformas propuestas tal y como estin ahora. Es mds, no las
comparto. Pero debemos recordar que una de las ventajas de la democracia —por si alguno se ha olvidado— es la
negociacion y la participacién de distintos actores en los procesos legislativos. Debemos confiar en el sistema democrd-
tico israel, que reflejard la voluntad de los votantes y también de las diversas opiniones sobre este asunto tan sensible
como es el Estado de Derecho. Los ciudadanos, los politicos y la sociedad israeli, y lo ha mencionado, sefior Borrell, y lo
han mencionado otros, el presidente de Israel, el presidente Herzog, van a intervenir en este proceso, logicamente.

A diferencia de otros paises, Israel goza de una excelente salud democrdtica. Solo en el caso de que sus mecanismos de
pesos y contrapesos fallen, tendremos la autoridad y, por supuesto, el momento para criticar lo que alli se decida.

(El orador acepta responder a una intervencion realizada con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

Ana Miranda (Verts/ALE), intervencion de «tarjeta azul». — Sefior Lopez-Istiriz, como usted es el presidente de la
Delegacion para las Relaciones con Israel, yo le he preguntado recientemente, en la reunion de la Delegacion, si tenia
conocimiento de lo que me sucedié entrando en el aeropuerto de Tel Aviv. Usted quedd en hacer alguna gestién ante el
Gobierno de Israel; simplemente, deseaba preguntar si lo ha hecho o si tiene alguna informacién para que retiren el veto
a la prohibicién de entrada como diputada de esta Cdmara. Gracias si me responde.

Antonio Lopez-Istiariz White (PPE), respuesta de «tarjeta azul». — Efectivamente se ha contactado sobre esto y, sobre
todo, con el gabinete de la presidenta, que —como sabe usted y se lo han dicho, se lo han comentado— estd siguiendo
el caso.

Sobre este caso particular, haré una declaracién al respecto —me alegro de poder decirselo ahora en ptblico— en la
préxima reunién de la delegacién de Israel, que creo que es dentro de una o dos semanas.

En breve tendrd la respuesta acerca de todo lo que hemos recuperado.
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Evin Incir (S&D). — Mr President, colleagues, history will judge us not based on our thoughts, but merely on our
actions. The Israeli democracy is right now at stake, it is in danger. And the international community, this includes
the EU, has an obligation to act in defence of the people. Democracy, rule of law and human rights are not up for
negotiation. It is about respect for international law. So to the colleague that was speaking previously, we need to,
together, ensure the respect for international law.

In the biggest demonstration in Israeli history, over half a million citizens have taken to the streets to protest against the
extreme right wing government and their attempt to throw the country into an authoritarian one. The judicial reforms
and the government illiberal policies are perpetrated against the Israeli people as well as the Palestinian people. It is used
as a tool to expand settlements and annex the West Bank.

For years already, the EU has demanded a stop to and compensation for Israeli demolition and confiscation of
EU-funded structures and projects. For decades, the EU has demanded an end to the occupation and of the expansion
of illegal settlements in Palestine. Enough already! My question to the High Representative and Vice-President Josep
Borrell is what appropriate measures will the Commission take?

VORSITZ: RAINER WIELAND

Vizeprisident

Bernard Guetta (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, c'est si triste que I'on en viendrait presque a ironiser. Ironiquement
parlant, on pourrait se dire que voila, c'est fait. Israél s'intégre enfin au Proche-Orient, puisque sa majorité parlementaire
n'aspire plus qua reproduire le modele politique des régimes qui I'entourent. Mais non! L'ironie n’est hélas pas de mise,
car cet Etat que notre Union soutient parce qu’il est la seule démocratie de la région, pourrait aujourd’hui prendre le
chemin des démocraties illibérales, celles ot 'on continue de voter pendant que les contre-pouvoirs sont attaqués et
détruits.

La situation est si grave que deux Israéliens sur trois, de droite et de gauche, luttent pour la survie de leur démocratie.
Alors, comme partout, nous devons soutenir I'état de droit, dire de quel coté nous sommes et ne pas hésiter, s'il le fallait,
a utiliser toutes nos armes, politiques bien sir, mais également économiques.

Katrin Langensiepen (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, since weeks, thousands of Israelis have been demonstrating against
the judicial reforms. The new Netanyahu government plan is not a judicial reform: it's a revolution. A revolution in a
very bad, dangerous direction.

And what's the plan? It seeks full power of the appointment of the nine-member committee that selects the judges of
the Supreme Court. It wants to give the Knesset the ability to override court decisions by a simple majority, give
ministers authority to appoint legal advisers in the ministry as opposed to the Attorney General doing so.

Human rights are in danger. Women’s rights are in danger. Rights of minorities will be in danger. I am very worried
about the rights of the citizens in Israel and the neighbour states it has consequences for. We are consequently on the
side of the democrats in Israel. We are solidary with the demonstrators on the streets in Israel. We are the partners of
Israel and not of a crude group of old grey, conservative fascist men.

Manu Pineda (The Left). — Sefior presidente, sefior Borrell, el régimen israeli ha intensificado su espiral de violencia
contra el pueblo palestino. En lo que va de afio, y sin contar lo que estd pasando en el gueto de Gaza, han sido
asesinadas 83 personas palestinas y han sido destruidas 144 viviendas. Han autorizado nueve asentamientos y anun-
ciado la construccion, solo en Cisjordania, de mds de 10 000 viviendas para colonos ilegales.
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Este mismo mes se ha aprobado un proyecto de ley que instaura la pena de muerte para los presos palestinos. ;Y qué
hace la Unién Europea ante este atropello? Pues lo de siempre: declaraciones en las que manifiesta su profunda preocu-
pacién mientras que usted, seflor Borrell, reactiva el Consejo de Asociacion con Israel y la presidenta Metsola anuncia
que estrecha relaciones con el Parlamento israeli e invita con honor al presidente de un régimen colonial que practica la
limpieza étnica y el apartheid contra el pueblo nativo del territorio que ocupa.

Sefior Borrell, hay que acabar ya con el Acuerdo de Asociacién con Israel y excluir a este régimen criminal de todos los
programas financiados por la Uni6én Europea.

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). — Mr President, the recent developments have shown a global alarming trend towards
the normalisation of far-right and ultra-nationalist ideologies, with the potential to further erode the democratic princi-
ples on which the EU and the EU partnership are founded.

Israel makes no exception. As it is well known, the Pegasus spyware developed and distributed by an Israeli company is
being widely used to target human rights defenders, journalists and political opponents across the world, including in
our Union. This is an aspect that should be firmly taken into account in all our cooperation, especially when they are
set up, and as it happened with the Israeli police force, including on cybercrimes, to ensure adequate controls and
conditionalities, because the use of such spyware to silence dissidents and stifle free speech is a threat to democracy
and must be firmly condemned.

As representatives of the European Union we must use our voice to call for greater accountability and transparency in
the sale and the use of such technology. We must stand in solidarity with those who fight for human rights and
democratic values, because only by working together can we ensure a future where all people can live in freedom,
dignity and justice.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Mr President, High Commissioner, Israel has been a democracy in the last 75 years. Actually
they are having many elections, they had three elections in last four years and they have quite a heated debate. And as
we gather today to discuss the recent protest in Israel, my sincere hope is that the Israeli society will come together to
find a compromise on this debate.

I would like to take a moment as well to address the ongoing escalating wave of violence not seen in the last 15 years.
With the greatest sadness, we are continuing to witness the loss of innocent lives in both Israel and Palestine. We need
an active diplomacy and it's quite urgent, and dialogue to end this conflict. I commend the effort of the US, Jordan and
Egypt in trying to de-escalate the situation through the Aqaba Communique of 26 February 2023. The EU can also play
an important role as an honest broker in this process. Countries in the region and the conflicting parties should
continue to work towards de-escalation to achieve long-lasting peace and prevent more unnecessary deaths. Please.
That's the task for the EU and we can really play a constructive role in this.

Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signor Presidente, Alto rappresentante, onorevoli colleghi, il Governo Netanyahu, insediatosi a
fine 2022, detiene purtroppo gia due record: ¢ l'esecutivo piti a destra della storia di Israele e ha scatenato proteste
antigovernative, le piti grandi di sempre. Centinaia di migliaia di persone scendono in strada in questi giorni per rifiutare
una riforma della giustizia che vuole concentrare poteri nelle mani dell’Esecutivo e depotenziare la Corte Suprema.

Con questa riforma il governo potrebbe nominare molto piu facilmente i giudici della Corte, verrebbe eliminato il potere
di veto sulle leggi del governo e la maggioranza sarebbe in grado di bloccare le sentenze della Corte stessa.

Questo ¢ un esempio di un disegno nazionalista autoritario da parte di un governo che minaccia lo stato della democ-
razia israeliana, i suoi meccanismi di pesi e contrappesi, nonché le prospettive di pace con il popolo palestinese, mentre
prosegue una spirale di violenza senza precedenti.

L'Unione europea non puo voltarsi dall'altra parte: deve impegnarsi per la democrazia e per la pace anche in quella
regione.
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Maria Soraya Rodriguez Ramos (Renew). — Sefior presidente, el Gobierno de Israel, en el que participan partidos de
extrema derecha, ultranacionalistas y ultra religiosos, avanzaban, por declaraciones de algunos de sus lideres —que hoy
son ministros—, un gobierno antiliberal, pro anexi6n, racista y homéfobo. Desgraciadamente, lo que estd sucediendo es
la prueba de lo primero.

La reforma judicial es realmente un golpe de Estado antidemocratico. Estamos aqui, debatiendo, porque no es una
cuestién interna de Israel. Los mds afectados por esta reforma van a ser los palestinos y aquellas minorfas mds vulne-
rables.

La politica de anexién de territorios ocupados y discriminacién de los derechos de los palestinos se lleva afios produ-
ciendo. La vulneracién del derecho internacional, también. Desde luego, esta reforma, si se acaba con las garantias
judiciales, no hard mds que profundizarlo. Los derechos de israelies y palestinos estdn siendo amenazados. El mismo
ministro de Interior, que pedia una represién dura contra los manifestantes israelies, es aquel que ampara la actuacion
violenta de los colonos.

Es tiempo, alto representante, de actuaciones. No... (el presidente retira la palabra a la oradora).

Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE). — Hr. formand! Det lovkompleks, der er pd vej i Israel, er en katastrofe for Israels
demokrati. Men det var i forvejen hullet med love, der klart diskriminerer Israels palestinensiske borgere for slet ikke
at tale om dem i det besatte Palastina. Gennem 55 dr er deres liv gdet fra slemt til stadig vaerre. I 2022 blev 146 civile
dreebt, heraf 39 barn. De fleste af IDF straffrit. Land blev stjdlet af bosettere, huse revet ned i voldsomt omfang, bern og
voksne faengslet i maneds, ja drevis. Med den ny regering forsvinder den sidste rest af retsbeskyttelse. Annekteringen af
Palaestina foregdr nu fuldt lovligt og med fuld fart. Folkeretten er for Israel en by i Rusland, vak. Hr. Borrell, relevans,
tale er vigtig, men endnu vigtigere er relevant handling, nu. Desmond Tutu ansd ogsa Israel for en apartheidstat. Hans
svar til dem, der ikleeder sig neutralitetens kappe var; hvis du er neutral i uretferdige situationer, har du valgt under-
trykkerens side.

Marc Botenga (The Left). — Monsieur le président, Monsieur le Ministre des affaires étrangéres de 'Europe, oui, effecti-
vement, 'Union européenne se fait critiquer partout dans le monde pour ses deux poids deux mesures. D'une part parce
quon ne critique jamais, par exemple, les crimes de guerre américains, mais effectivement aussi sur Israél et pour
l'association de I'Union européenne avec Israél.

Alors 1a, j'ai du mal a comprendre et jai du mal & comprendre parce qu'effectivement nous avons un gouvernement
israélien aujourd’hui qui déclare, qui avoue ouvertement violer le droit international, qui veut annexer les territoires
palestiniens. On voit un ministre qui appelle a effacer et raser un village comme Huwara. Et cela sajoute effectivement
aux bulldozers qui détruisent les maisons palestiniennes, aux assassinats d’enfants, etc.

Moi je me dis que si un autre Etat avait fait la moitié du quart de ce que fait Israél, nous aurions déja appelé a des
sanctions. Nous naurions certainement pas conclu un accord d’association avec cet Etat. Mais ici, pour Israél, déja vous
avez lair de vous excuser d’'une déclaration un peu forte. Alors, aujourd’hui, soyons cohérents, prenons des sanctions ou
suspendons pour le moins l'accord d’association. On ne peut pas rester associé a un tel gouvernement quand méme!

Marcel de Graaff (NI). — Voorzitter, in Israél is Benjamin Netanyahu opnieuw minister-president geworden en prompt
beginnen de protesten, zoals ook toen Donald Trump president werd, zoals ook in Georgié, toen het parlement zich
keerde tegen buitenlandse beinvloeding, zoals ook toen zogenaamd het Capitool bestormd werd. Het is de beproefde
techniek van links om tegen betaling protesten te organiseren of te kapen, stemmen te ronselen, rechtszaken aan te
spannen en regeringen omver te werpen. Ook deze protesten in Israél zijn door een linkse elite georganiseerd via
vehikels zoals de Movement for Quality Government om hun weerzinwekkende ideologische agenda uit te rollen. De EU
zelf heeft in het kader van haar thematische programma voor maatschappelijke organisaties miljoenen ter beschikking
gesteld om de Israélische regering via deze maatschappelijke tussenpersonen onder druk te zetten. Ik roep de Commissie
op onmiddellijk te stoppen met deze aanval op de democratie in andere landen.
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David Lega (PPE). — Mr President, [ am known to be a friend of Israel, but in this context, I would like to highlight this:
true friends are honest with each other, and true friends can also discuss uncomfortable issues. And while I stand by
Israel, the Middle East’s only democracy, and its indisputable right to defend its territory and people, I do have an
uncomfortable issue to address.

The draft legislation on the planned judicial reform is worrisome. We don’t know how the final reform will look, and
that is important to keep in mind. Only a draft has been presented so far and at this stage, Israel’s democratic allies,
among them the US, have expressed concerns, but more importantly, many, many, many, many Israelis have expressed
their discontent. And as Israel is a genuine democracy, people are by all means allowed to protest and enjoy the rights to
freedom of expression and opinion. The regional comparison is noteworthy. Israel is the only liberal democracy in the
Middle East. Israel is the only country where people are allowed to protest and express dissenting opinions, as the
Israelis are doing right now. So I do hope that the government of Israel will listen to the concerns of their transatlantic
democratic friends. But I know for a fact that the government of Israel are listening to their people, as in all genuine
democracies.

I look forward to continuing and deepening the relations between the EU and Israel, including by discussing uncomfor-
table issues like this one, because that's what friends do.

Nacho Sinchez Amor (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior Borrell, si la leyenda famosa urbana de la rana en agua
hirviendo fuera cierta, este serfa un buen momento para utilizarla.

Hemos dejado ir muy lejos a Israel en materia de libertades y derecho internacional sin una redaccion adecuada. Y ahora
nos encontramos con una reforma judicial que su propio presidente, tan citado hoy aqui, considera inaceptable, depre-
dadora y que desmantela los cimientos democréticos. Yo me pregunto qué estarfamos diciendo si este fuera un proyecto,
por ejemplo, de Erdogan. sEstarfamos poniendo tantos pafios calientes?

Afortunadamente, ha habido una reaccién de la sociedad civil y ahi queda alguna esperanza para el futuro del pais. Por
eso, no tenemos que confundir nunca esa sociedad civil de Israel, que estd en las calles protestando, con su Gobierno.

Habria que hablar un poco también de las consecuencias, no solo para la poblacién palestina, sino para toda la region.
Israel, supuestamente, era la tnica democracia de Oriente Medio. Nunca lo fue en realidad para la poblacién palestina de
los territorios ocupados, y ahora corre el riesgo de dejar de serlo también para la propia sociedad israeli.

Ilana Cicurel (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, jai souvent rappelé dans cet hémicycle la nécessité de préserver la
complexité du conflit israélo-palestinien, combattu l'idée inique consistant a parler d’apartheid dans un pays ott nombre
de citoyens arabes sont médecins, professeurs, policiers, députés, juges, y compris a la Cour supréme.

Aujourd’hui, face a la tentative de mise au pas du systeme judiciaire, je veux m’adresser au premier ministre d’Israél,
comme députée européenne représentant des puissances amies, I'Europe et la France, et comme femme politique vis-
céralement attachée a la démocratie et au destin d’Israél. Ne fermez pas les yeux devant la mobilisation la plus massive
de I'histoire d’Israél. Ne perdez pas vos plus grand alliés en restant sourd a leurs appels a la raison. Ne trahissez pas les
principes fondateurs de I'Etat d'Israél et le message biblique dont il est porteur et qui a contribué a l'idée européenne de
démocratie en posant dans la Torah elle-méme le principe de séparation des pouvoirs et I'obligation d’ériger des tribu-
naux pour limiter les dérives du pouvoir politique.

1l est encore temps de renoncer a ce projet dangereux pour la démocratie israélienne, qui a toujours su, et c'est remar-
quable, maintenir I'Etat de droit malgré I'état de guerre. Le président Herzog vous montre la voie.

Ana Miranda (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, all my support and solidarity with the protests in Israel, in Palestine and
around the world; all my support to the Israeli and Palestinian civil-society organisations, in particular human rights
defenders to continue their vital work. Israel respects nothing, nor to the Members of the European Parliament like me,
who was on an official mission, and Israel arbitrarily decide not to let me enter to go to Palestine.
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We are deeply concerned about the judiciary reform proposed by Israel. The EU cannot remain silent. The judicial
reform is the result of the coalition agreement that will be used as a tool to expand settlements and annex the West
Bank.

The EU needs to recognise that annexation of the West Bank is taking place. The transfer of power from the stable
administration to the Finance and Defence Minister is more annexation of the West Bank by Israel.

Mr Borrell, if the EU is committed to the two-state solution, it should strongly push back against this annexation, against
the occupation.

(The President cut off the speaker)

Juan Ignacio Zoido Alvarez (PPE). — Sefior presidente, sefior alto representante, resulta muy curioso ver cémo aquel-
los que mds alzan la voz hoy al hablar sobre la independencia judicial son precisamente quienes desde hace afios ya han
dictado sentencia contra Israel. Como en tantas otras ocasiones, estamos teniendo un debate con caricter preventivo.
Antes incluso de que la reforma haya finalizado su proceso de debate en el seno de la sociedad de Israel, algunos
diputados de esta casa ya han sacado sus conclusiones.

Al igual que varios sectores de la sociedad de Israel, también nosotros compartimos su preocupacién sobre el riesgo de
tension de los equilibrios constitucionales de Israel. Pero también somos conscientes de que la mayoria de israelies creen
que es necesaria una reforma judicial. El verdadero reto para ello ahora es elegir, con los mayores consensos posibles,
qué reforma es la adecuada para Israel. Pero, al margen de cémo discurra este proceso legislativo, hablar ya de un
deterioro de la democracia, o incluso de iliberalismo, resulta exagerado y alejado cuando todavia estamos hablando
sobre un proyecto.

El Estado de Derecho, la independencia judicial y la calidad democrética en Israel hasta ahora estdn fuera de toda duda, y
asi lo acreditan numerosas instancias internacionales. Por tanto, respetemos los tiempos y los procedimientos democré-
ticos. Esperemos a la version final de la reforma y dejemos de desacreditar, sin hechos definitivos, la salud institucional
de un socio tan estratégico como Israel.

César Luena (S&D). — Sefior presidente, alto representante y vicepresidente de la Comisién, yo creo que es muy
importante hacer declaraciones, aunque aqui se ha dicho «solo —solo— son declaraciones», pero yo creo que es algo
muy importante; es verdad, que he escuchado decir al sefior Borrell, en la dltima parte de su intervencién, que habia que
hacer todo lo que esté en manos de la Unién Europea.

Creo que aqui la clave estd en detener los asentamientos —7 000, nada mds y nada menos—. Estos asentamientos, que
verdaderamente son un ejemplo de apartheid y de segregacion racial. Hemos estado hace dos semanas, sefior Borrell, allf:
segregacion racial.

Yo le hago dos propuestas. En primer lugar, creo que las empresas europeas que trabajan en los asentamientos deberfan
informar a la Comision del resultado final; es decir, de donde trabajan, al final, para qué se utiliza.

Y, en segundo lugar, deberfamos advertir al Gobierno de Israel que, si construye estos 7 000 asentamientos ilegales,
tendrd consecuencias. Y creo que las consecuencias son que debe estudiarse un régimen de sanciones —pero primero
tenemos que advertir al Gobierno de Israel de esa posibilidad—.

Barry Andrews (Renew). — Mr President, Mr Borrell, the override clause would degrade any claim Israel might have on
being a liberal democracy. I applaud the people of Israel for calling out this legislation, but the new government has
asserted Jewish people’s ‘exclusive and inalienable right to all parts of the land of Israel. And vandalising the delicately
constructed separation of powers is a precondition for expansion of settlements and ultimately annexation. Not only
should we call out this injustice, but we should back up our words by action.
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A case in point is the forthcoming due diligence legislation. Airbnb generates profits from rental of properties in illegal
settlements in the West Bank. A meaningful human rights due diligence would prevent this type of commercial activity
in the occupied territories under the present circumstances.

So I support the thousands of protesting Israelis, I support the right of Palestinians to self-determination and the two-
state solution.

Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (PPE). — Mr President, High Representative, there can be no doubt as to the level of
feeling that the proposed judicial reforms have unleashed in Israel. Emotions are very high, and this is obviously a very
polarising issue for the country.

But colleagues, we as outside observers should tread very carefully before jumping to any conclusions. Labelling a
country’s democracy as ‘deteriorating’ is, after all, a very serious charge. But as experience shows to many in this
house will always jump at the opportunity to criticise Isracl. Of course, we have concerns and of course, we are entitled
to voice these concerns, but let us not prejudge any particular outcome. Israel has been a functioning — and yes, Mr
Borrell — vibrant democracy for 75 years and after five recent elections, it has a democratically elected government and a
Knesset.

Dear colleagues, as a friend of Israel, I need to believe for the good of Europe as well, that at the end of the day, Israel
will remain a fully functioning democracy.

Maria Arena (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Haut représentant, vous avez posé la question de savoir s'il
s'agissait d’ingérence de la part du Parlement de parler de la situation d’Israél. Nous ne parlons pas ici de la situation
d’Israél. Nous parlons d'un accord de partenariat entre 'Union européenne et Israél et il est de notre devoir, en tant que
Parlement, de savoir ce qu'il y a dans cet accord de partenariat et en quoi cet accord de partenariat est respecté.

Cet accord de partenariat est basé sur le processus de paix, sur le maintien de la démocratie et sur les valeurs commu-
nes. Nous voyons aujourdhui que la volonté de ce gouvernement israélien de droite et d’extréme droite est en totale
rupture avec ce qu'il y a dans cet accord de partenariat. Et donc il nous appartient, en tant que Parlement européen, de
donner des indications sur ce qu'il faut faire.

On le sait, la réforme du systéme judiciaire est une atteinte a la démocratie et un laissez-passer pour 'annexion. Ce n'est
pas ce quil y a dans notre accord de partenariat avec Israél. Comment allons-nous y répondre? Plusieurs choses. La
premiére, vous l'avez dite, par la diplomatie, le dialogue et je pense qu'il faut continuer. Mais il y a aussi le gel du conseil
d’association, les sanctions que nous pouvons utiliser a I'égard de ces colons qui ont fait cette mission punitive...

(Le Président retire la parole a l'oratrice)

Lukas Mandl (PPE). — Mr President, I feel that I want to ask the question today how many Members of the European
Commission are left? There are two of them today, so twice as much as it is usual in this Chamber. Well, the issue is
maybe not the most important issue for the EU.

The State of Israel will celebrate in a few weeks 75 years of its existence and to be honest, I feel strong sympathy with
Israel, for many good reasons. They are our partner; the only rule of law based democratic state in the Middle East, the
only Jewish state on earth. We have an Association Agreement with Israel which is outdated and I can only ask the High
Representative to negotiate a new one.

But you don't have to feel strong sympathy with Israel just to treat Israel with fairness like each and every other rule of
law based democratic state on earth. And this is not happening if we from outside try to insinuate this or that about
Israel.

So, since [ only have one minute of speaking time, I strongly ask to treat Israel as every other democratic rule of law
based state on earth.
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Matthias Ecke (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Hoher Vertreter! Israel ist ein traditioneller Freund und Verbiindeter der EU. Als
einzige liberale Demokratie im Nahen Osten betrachten wir Israel als Teil unserer europdischen Wertefamilie. Zu den
Prinzipien des demokratischen Rechtsstaats gehort die Unabhingigkeit der Justiz. Dass diese immer wieder aufs Neue
verteidigt werden muss, das wissen wir hier in der EU nur zu gut.

Hunderttausende Israelis sehen ihren Rechtsstaat bedroht. Landesweit richten sich beeindruckende Proteste gegen die
geplante Justizreform der aktuellen Regierung. Sie will die Rechte des Obersten Gerichtshofs dramatisch aushohlen. Ein
Umbau dieses Ausmafies greift den Rechtsstaatscharakter Israels an. Die EU darf hier nicht schweigen.

Die komplexe politische Situation gerade der besetzten Gebiete, deren Status die neue Regierung in fundamentaler Weise
verindern will, erfordert unabhingige Gerichte, die handlungsfihig und wirkméchtig sind. Daher warnt der israelische
Prisident Isaac Herzog zu Recht vor einer Zerreiffprobe seines Landes und fordert die Uberarbeitung der Justizreform.

Herr Borrell, unterstiitzen Sie Prisident Herzog zum Wohle Israels, seines Rechtsstaats und seiner Demokratie.
Spontane Wortmeldungen

Milan Zver (PPE). - Gospod predsednik!

Sam imam mocne pomisleke glede danasnje razprave o domnevnem slab3anju stanja demokracije v Izraelu.

Dozdeva se mi, da v tem zboru spet igramo vlogo nekaksnega vrhovnega razsodnika, s ¢imer si ne bomo izboljsali
ugleda v mednarodnih odnosih. Mislim, da je Izrael na tapeti te hiSe Ze tretji¢ v nekaj mesecih. Ta mlada drzava ima 75
letno demokrati¢no tradicijo, ki deli vrednote z Evropsko unijo.

V zivahnih demokracijah pa¢ prihaja redno do protestov in ti so nekaj normalnega. Toda sodna reforma je notranji
izraelski politi¢ni in demokrati¢ni proces, ki zagotovo ne potrebuje zunanje intervencije.

Naj pa vas vseeno spomnim, da so teroristi v Cetrtek zvecer resno ranili tri mlade moske v Tel Avivu. Tega seveda niso
storili zaradi sodne reforme, ampak zaradi nenehnega spodbujanja sovrastva med etnijami v regiji.

Ta dogodek ima veliko vedje posledice za varnostno situacijo in Zivljenje izraelskih drzavljanov kot neka sodna reforma,
ki se je komaj zacela.

Milan Brglez (S&D). — Gospod predsednik!

Skrajno desnicarska vlada je privedla do poslabsanja stanja demokracije v Izraelu. To dokazuje tako na eni strani jasno
podrejanje sodne veje oblasti, ki ji nasprotuje ljudje, kot zaostrovanje razmer do Palestine.

Jasno izrazeni in nedvoumni nameni vlade, da razsiri nelegalno poseljevanje ter prikljuci zasedena ozemlja, so privedli
do porasta nasilja nad in napadov na Palestince in Palestinke tako s strani izraelske vojske kot nelegalnih naseljencev.

Pri tem je treba opozoriti, da so neutemeljena, nesorazmerna uporaba sile, agresija nad civilnim prebivalstvom ter
nelegalno prisvajanje palestinskih ozemelj, hude krsitve mednarodnega prava.

Zato pozdravljam resolucijo Generalne skups¢ine Zdruzenih narodov iz decembra lani, ki od Meddrzavnega sodisca
zahteva svetovalno mnenje o pravnem statusu izraelske dolgotrajne okupacije ter pravnih posledicah izraelskih zlorab
Palestinceyv.

Obenem pa pozivam, da tudi Evropska unija naredi vse, kar je mogoce, tako na pragu multikulturalizma kot ozivitve
procesa dveh drzav.

Billy Kelleher (Renew). — Mr President, Israeli judicial reforms that are proposed are regrettable, but regardless of the
democratic makeup of the state itself, Israel has consistently crushed and systematically dismantled the Palestinian State.
And when people talk about the rule of law in Israel, let’s be honest, there is no rule of law. It has consistently flouted
international law, Mr Borrell — and we have done nothing, nothing to condemn. We haven’t as much as sanctioned them
in any way. We have occupied territories where we import products from. We have sent no signals to Israel that we
condemn what they are doing.
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So, when I talk about democracy, we should insist that there is no further occupation of the Palestinian State; that they
shall go back to the original borders, as was proposed in the two-state solution.

And Mr Borrell, there is no two-state solution viable now because Israel is systematically dismantling the Palestinian
State as we speak, and we are shamefully sitting on our hands all the time.

Grace O’Sullivan (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, Vice-President Borrell, I recently returned from the occupied Palestinian
territories. There I witnessed Israel directly extracting fossil fuels out from under Palestinian land.

Despite your regular condemnations of Israel's disregard for international law, the EU has rewarded Israel with a multi-
million-euro gas deal. And my question to you, Mr Borrell, is why is one occupier’s oil and gas more acceptable than
another’s?

Jodo Pimenta Lopes (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, agrava-se brutalmente o aumento da repressio israelita sobre o
povo palestiniano, antevendo uma escalada da politica de expulsio forcada de palestinianos das suas casas e terras as
méos do atual Governo israelita, que integra forcas de natureza fascista, que persegue, de forma ainda mais ostensiva, os
planos de hd muito de Israel.

As reiteradas proclamagdes da Unido Europeia em defesa da solucio de dois Estados contrastam, e muito, com a
conivéncia, plasmada em multiplas formas de apoio e cooperagio e dualidade de critérios, com a politica de Israel,
que hd muito inviabiliza essa solugdo, violando, da forma mais grosseira, relevantes resolu¢des da ONU e sucessivos
acordos firmados com as autoridades palestinianas.

E preciso ir além de declaracdes, Senhor Borrell. £ preciso assumir uma posicio de inequivoca defesa da imediata
concretizagdo do direito do povo palestiniano a um Estado soberano e independente, com as fronteiras de 1967, capital
em Jerusalém Oriental, com a efetivagdo do direito ao retorno dos refugiados, no cumprimento das relevantes resolucdes
da ONU. Toda a solidariedade para com o povo palestiniano.

(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién | alto representante de la Unidn para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica
de Seguridad. — Seflor presidente, sefioras y sefiores diputados, no voy a concluir el debate. El debate queda inconcluso.
Este era un debate entre los parlamentarios. Estoy seguro de que quien lo haya seguido desde aqui en Estrasburgo o
desde Tel Aviv o Ramala, habrdn podido ver los diferentes puntos de vista y el interés con que los parlamentarios
europeos siguen los acontecimientos en Israel. Eso no implica ni injerencia ni la voluntad de dar lecciones a nadie,
pero si de demostrar preocupacion e interés. Dejemos que los israelies, que tienen una democracia vibrante, resuelvan
su problema. Los esfuerzos de mediacién del presidente Herzog son realmente notables. No voy a repetir aqui lo que él
mismo ha dicho, que estd publicado en todos los medios de comunicacién y que es, sin duda, una autoridad bien
superior a la mia para opinar sobre lo que ocurre en Israel.

Lo que estd claro es que la situacién empeora desde el punto de vista de los niveles de violencia y de conflicto entre
Israel y los territorios palestinos ocupados; que hay que seguir trabajando para dar seguridad a Israel, la libertad a los
palestinos y paz y estabilidad a toda la region.

Quede claro que intentar resolver el conflicto entre Israel y Palestina es una prioridad para nosotros. Por eso debo
rechazar las manifestaciones de miembros del Gobierno de Israel que nos invitaban a no preocuparnos por este prob-
lema porque no era nuestro problema; que nos ocuparemos mas bien de resolver el de Chipre que, si, ciertamente,
también estd pendiente de resolucion.

Pero, si, también nos preocuparemos por intentar contribuir con nuestros esfuerzos al retorno al didlogo entre israelies y
palestinos, entre Israel y Palestina. Lo cual quiere decir hablar con las dos partes. Con Israel, a través del didlogo que
hemos relanzado a nivel ministerial. Porque los acuerdos de asociaciéon no son con un Gobierno, son con un pafs, son
con un Estado. Y no lo podemos suspender simplemente porque cambie la mayoria politica. Los acuerdos son con
Israel. Hoy hay un Gobierno, mafiana habrd otro, como antes hubo otro. Es importante que mantengamos abiertos los
canales de comunicacién tanto con Israel como con Palestina.
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Tienen ustedes razon: la comunidad internacional ha hecho muchas declaraciones y emprendido pocas acciones.
Intentemos nosotros contribuir, en la medida de lo posible, a una accién constructiva que permita, como les digo,
garantizar la seguridad de Israel, el bienestar y la libertad de los palestinos, y la paz y la seguridad para todos en la
region. A esto seguiremos dedicando nuestros esfuerzos desde la Comision, desde el Consejo, contando también con su
apoyo politico.

Der Prisident. — Herr Hoher Vertreter und Vizeprisident der Kommission, ich will nochmal prizise sein: Sie haben
gesprochen anldsslich der Beendigung der heutigen Aussprache im Plenum.

Reinhard Biitikofer (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident! In der vorausgegangenen Debatte ist Israel zweimal des Faschismus
bezichtigt worden. Ich finde, solche Worte sollten im Europaischen Parlament nicht fallen, und wenn sie fallen, sollten
sie geriigt werden.

Der Prisident. — Vielen Dank, Herr Kollege Biitikofer. Ich werde IThre Stellungnahme der Prisidentin zur Kenntnis
geben.

Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.
Schriftliche Erklarungen (Artikel 171 GO)

Maria Grapini (S&D), in scris. — Pacea in Orientul Mijlociu este esentiald si cred cd UE trebuie sd actioneze cu diplo-
matie. Israelul este o democratie si este singura in zond. Israel este un partener esential al UE si de care UE are nevoie.
Cred cd trebuie si recunoastem dreptul de a se apdra a Israelului §i si condamndm atacurile teroriste din Palestina.
Reforma in justitie este o competentd nationald si este dreptul israelienilor de a demonstra, daci sunt nemulfumiti.
Pentru UE este important si se foloseascd calea democratici atit in reformele interne din Israel, ct si in relatia
Israelului cu Palestina. Este nevoie ca si in Palestina si fie alegeri democratice la care sd participe toatd populatia palesti-
niand, doar asa se va gisi un limbaj comun diplomatic intre Israel si Palestina. Apreciez declaratia echilibratd a Inaltului
Reprezentant, Josep Borrell si consider ci mai ales, in contextul actual, pacea in Orientul Mijlociu este primordiala.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D), pisno. — To, kar se dogaja na Bliznjem vzhodu nas zelo skrbi. Najbolj desna vlada v Izraelu do
sedaj ne izbira sredstev. Drzava pluje v temacne vode. Zahodni breg pa je Ze dalj ¢asa ujet v valu nasilja.

Pretekli konec tedna so Izrael preplavili rekordni protesti. Na ulice so odsli zaradi reforme pravosodja in da bi obvarovali
demokracijo. V izraelskem parlamentu je prvo branje prestal zakon, ki bi smrtno kazen prvi¢ v drzavi uvedel zgolj za
Palestince. Najbolj pa nas skrbi poskus vlade uveljavitve rezima, podobnega apartheidu na palestinskih ozemljih na
Zahodnem bregu. Vlada Zeli pristojnosti nad upravljanjem z naselbinami iz vojaske uprave prenesti na civilnega minis-
tra. Minister bi tako de facto postal guverner Zahodnega brega. S tem vlada grobo kr$i mednarodno pravo in tudi nacela
Zdruzenih narodov ter se ocitno zelo konkretno pripravlja na popolno prikljucitev okupiranih palestinskih ozemlji
Izraelu.

Evropa in svet se morata zbuditi. Taksni koraki Izraela imajo za cilj aneksijo. Z njimi pa bodo dokon¢no pokopani
nacrti dveh drzav. Palestinske drzave ne bo ve¢ mozno vzpostaviti na Zahodnem bregu. Priznanje Palestine mora biti
zato nas skupen odgovor. Evropa mora ukrepati. Iskreno moramo premisliti o odnosih z Izraelom in v primeru, da ta ne
spremeni smeri, zamrzniti sporazum z EU.

16. Deleguotieji aktai (Darbo tvarkos taisykliy 111 straipsnio 6 dalis) (tolesni veiksmai)

Der Prisident. — Gegen die vom ECON-Ausschuss vorgelegte Empfehlung fiir einen Beschluss, keine Einwinde gegen
einen delegierten Rechtsakt zu erheben, die bei der Eroffnung der gestrigen Sitzung bekannt gegeben wurde, wurden
innerhalb der vorgegebenen Frist von 24 Stunden keine Einwinde erhoben.

Gemdfl Artikel 111 Absatz 6 der Geschiftsordnung gilt die Empfehlung somit als angenommen. Sie wird mit dem
angenommen Text veroffentlicht.
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17. Padétis Sakartvele (diskusijos)

Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache tiber die Erklirung des Vizeprisidenten der
Kommission und Hohen Vertreters der Union fiir die Auflen- und Sicherheitspolitik zur Lage in Georgien
(2023/2594(RSP)).

Fiir den Vizeprisidenten der Kommission und Hohen Vertreter der Union fir die Auffen- und Sicherheitspolitik spricht
Herr Kommissar Varhelyi.

Olivér Virhelyi, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. — Mr President, honourable Members of Parliament, over the past week, thousands of Georgians exercised
their right to peaceful demonstration against the adoption of a law on transparency of foreign influence in first reading
by the Georgian Parliament. Across the country, women and men took to the streets, holding European flags to recall
their attachment to democracy, our shared European values, and to Georgia’s path towards the European Union.

After these demonstrations, the ruling party announced last Thursday their decision to withdraw the law, which was
voted down by the parliament the following day. The withdrawal of both drafts is an encouraging and positive sign.

Honourable Members, Georgians have a future in the EU. The European perspective granted last June set out relations
on an even closer course under the EU enlargement policy framework, building upon the long-standing cooperation
anchored in the Association Agreement.

The European path sets the bar high as regards standards in Georgia that Georgia needs to meet, and the values it has to
maintain. It brings increased scrutiny and monitoring and a need to implement reforms. It also provides a wider set of
EU tools to accompany Georgia in this process.

The Georgian people, in their vast majority, have expressed their resolve to join the EU. The government has sent
similar messages. Now it is time for action on the ground. We acknowledge important steps made by Georgia in the
reform process. Now, work on reforms and priorities set by the Commission must continue. Strengthening the inde-
pendence of the state institutions, upholding the highest standards of human rights and the rule of law are key pri-
orities.

Let me recall that on 2 February, the Commission services have provided further policy guidance on the EU acquis-
related reforms in their analytical report, completing our opinion from June last year on the country’s application for
the EU membership.

A comprehensive assessment of Georgia’s progress in meeting accession criteria will be carried out for the first time as
part of the Autumn 2023 enlargement package, and therefore you should anticipate an even fuller picture.

Honourable Members, this Parliament adopted last month a resolution on the health situation of Mr Mikheil Saakashvili.
We conducted an EU démarche with the Minister of Justice on 27 February, and our message was very clear: it is the
legal responsibility of the Georgian authorities to fully guarantee Mr Saakashvili's rights, both as a detainee and as a
defendant, in line with Georgia’s international commitments. The EU is ready to assist partners on this matter, including
as regards efforts to ensure medical assistance.

Let me conclude by stressing that the EU remains a close friend and partner to Georgia and its people. This is a crucial
moment for the whole country to unite and to work resolutely for the common strategic goal of EU membership and
European values.

Sandra Kalniete, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, the highly disturbing events
in Georgia must not be viewed in isolation. Just as Russia wages a war of aggression against Ukraine and tries to
destabilise Moldova, the Kremlin is desperate to retain Georgia and its sphere of influence. I applaud the courage
shown by the protesters in Georgia. Europe sees your bravery and will not turn its back on you. Your courage has
stopped the passage of the Kremlin-inspired foreign agents act.
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However, we should not be naive. The fight does not end here. These events are an important reminder that we will
never have lasting peace and security in Europe as long as these grey zones remain. The place of Ukraine, Moldova and
Georgia is firmly in the European Union. The Georgian people must continue pressing for critical reforms that will
bring Georgia towards EU candidate status. Only the Georgian people can hold its leadership accountable. Only the
Georgian people can challenge the might of the oligarchs.

In conclusion, as an MEP from Latvia, I remember how difficult the accession process is. Allow me to remind you.
Windows of opportunity can only arrive once or twice in a generation and do not stay open for long. I appeal to the
Georgian people not to waste your window of opportunity.

Sven Mikser, on behalf of the SED Group. — Mr President, the degree of support in Georgian society for the country’s
European aspirations has been so high that it has been very easy for years for us to support Georgia’s aspirations. No
serious political party has been able to fully ignore the degree of support that Georgians have expressed with regard to
the country’s European future. Even those in power have always felt it necessary to pay lip service to those aspirations,
even when their actions have spoken a different language. We've seen problems in the area of the rule of law, the
independence of judiciary, media, freedom and political polarisation. I think the attempt by the Georgian Government
and governing party to adopt the so-called Foreign Agents Law was just one example of a long list of problems in the
area of rule of law in the country.

What is concerning is that recently, even though the draft law was dropped, even the words do not support these
aspirations. The ridiculous accusations against the European Parliament and the European Union will ...

(The President cut off the speaker)

Petras Austrevicius, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, I would like to start
by congratulating the people of Georgia who, by their active stance, have stopped the government’s intention to adopt a
Russian-style foreign agent law. I also reiterate our solidarity and appreciation to the civil society in Georgia.

Fulfilling the European will of the Georgian people, the Georgian authorities must fully implement the 12 recommen-
dations of the European Commission, bearing in mind that the health and life of the poisoned and imprisoned Mikheil
Saakashvili is an integral part of the EU requirements. Europe will not open the door to any form of political revan-
chism.

I regret that the EU flags were burning in Tbilisi today. It is a sad day for all Georgia’s friends in the European Union.
Nevertheless, I believe that the historical wisdom of the people of Georgia who remember the horrors of totalitarianism
will take over.

Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, all masks
are finally off. The government of Georgia is determined to sabotage the country’s European path. Thankfully, the
people of Georgia are not taking it. There is no way back to the Russian swamp. There’s no way back to the curtailed
freedoms and autocracy. There’s only one way forward: to Georgia’s European future.

The people of Georgia are so unlike their government. Everyone took to the streets to make their voices heard in Tbilisi,
in Brussels and especially in Moscow. Those in the streets of Tbilisi, Batumi or Kutaisi spoke on behalf of over 80% of
Georgians. You cannot wash away the European identity with water cannons. Burning the EU flag will not burn Europe
from the Georgian hearts. Violence is futile against those who fight for freedom.

The Constitution of Georgia is sacred, and its Article 78 demands the government ensures the full integration of Georgia
into the EU and into NATO. Yet the government has put the interests of one oligarch and the Kremlin above this
constitution. When those in power betray their people, those people will demonstrate their power.

It is time to take a cue from Georgians and fight for the European future. The people of Georgia deserve to be in the
EU, even if their current government does not.
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Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, a full-scale invasion of Ukraine means a
geopolitical shift in our neighbourhood. Georgian people understand it very well. It is a turning point for all of us in
the region. Therefore I pay tribute to their courage in protesting about the appalling foreign agent law.

I would like to mention that keeping the third president of Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili, in prison as Putin’s hostage,
means a deteriorating future for Georgia. Hopefully the Georgian Government understands it similarly to people’s
protests recently in Tbilisi and elsewhere.

Anna Bonfrisco, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, una Georgia membro della NATO
rendera gli alleati dell'Unione europea pil forti e sicuri. Questo perché le due istituzioni internazionali sono comple-
mentari attraverso un partenariato strategico indissolubile.

La partecipazione all'Alleanza si basera sempre sull'impegno della Georgia verso i valori fondanti della NATO e quelli
dell'Unione europea: Stato di diritto, democrazia, diritti umani, pluralismo, societa civile, apertura, trasparenza e il
rispetto del diritto internazionale.

Da quando ha riconquistato l'indipendenza, il popolo georgiano ha scelto chiaramente e coerentemente di far parte della
comunita democratica euro-atlantica.

Partendo proprio dalla violazione della sovranita e dellintegrita territoriale della Georgia come dell'Ucraina, come pos-
siamo noi realizzare un sistema piu forte di sicurezza collettiva per noi e i nostri vicini, caro Commissario?

Oggi noi vediamo nei cittadini della Georgia fratelli europei e dobbiamo aiutarli in tutti i modi.

Mick Wallace, on behalf of the The Left Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, Georgia — like many other former Eastern
Bloc countries — has not fared well under the thumb of predatory financial capitalism, crushing economic reforms and a
hollowing out of the State. The NGO sector has stepped in to fill that void, and an entire middle class now is dependent
on this sector and foreign funding.

The initial upset about this law was about people’s incomes being put in danger. Not that it was pro- or anti-Russian, or
western. The NGO sector rallied and got the proposal retracted while apparently charging the Georgian State with taking
a dark authoritarian turn for looking at laws similar to what exists in Russia, in Australia, in the US since 1938, and
may be coming to the EU sometime soon.

That we have had condemnation of the law from the EU and others who either have or would happily implement
similar measures is the height of hypocrisy. That this has been seized upon to inflame tensions in Georgia, which
could potentially reignite the frozen conflict on its borders, is very disappointing.

Marcel de Graaff (NI). — Voorzitter, deze zaal toonde zich tot op het bot geschokt over de omkoping van leden van dit
Parlement door Qatar. Het Parlement eiste onmiddellijke maatregelen. Ngo’s die banden hadden met Qatar moesten
worden geweerd, want dit Parlement wil terecht buitenlandse beinvloeding voorkomen. Ondertussen geeft de EU zelf
miljoenen euro’s aan maatschappelijke organisaties via de EU roadmap for engagement with civil society in Georgia, om daar
de politieke en culturele koers te beinvloeden. En nu het Georgische parlement wetten wil aannemen om buitenlandse
beinvloeding te voorkomen, is dit Parlement tot op het bot geschokt. Want nu komt zogenaamd de democratie in
Georgié¢ in gevaar. De hypocrisie is misselijk makend. Ik zeg aan Georgié: doe er alles aan om de EU buiten de deur te
houden, want anders wordt Georgié nog slechts een vazalstaat zonder identiteit en zonder soevereiniteit.

Andrzej Halicki (PPE). — Szanowni Paristwo! Historia i geografia nie znajg prézni, szczegélnie dzisiaj, kiedy mamy w
Europie wojne. Nie mozna lawirowaé miedzy Rosja a Unig Europejska i doskonale rozumiejg to Gruzini, ktérzy wyszli
masowo na ulice. Widzimy was, jesteSmy z wami, widzimy te flagi europejskie, podniesione wysoko, ktdre dzielnie
trzymacie nawet wtedy, kiedy bije was policja i polewajag zimng woda. I z tego miejsca apel do gruzifiskiego rzadu. To
przyszto$¢ jest w waszych rekach. To wy jesteicie odpowiedzialni za przyszto$¢ i bezpieczenstwo Gruzji. Porzuécie
rosyjska retoryke, rosyjskie prawo, bo Gruzja jest w Europie. Tego chcg Gruzini. W waszych rekach jest przyszlosé
narodu, ale tez zdrowie prezydenta Saakaszwilego. Polski rzad pragnie go leczyé. Co wam przeszkadza? Czego si¢
boicie, ze nie dopuszczacie migdzynarodowych lekarzy? Zdecydujcie sig, bo gruzinski nardd zastuguje na bezpiec-
zenstwo i bezpieczny rozwéj. Gruzja jest w Europie i wasza odpowiedzialno$¢ dzi§ lezy u was, na waszym stole i nie
dziwcie sig, ze nie bedziecie partnerami dla Europy, kiedy nazywacie ja obcg agenturg.
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Marina Kaljurand (S&D). — Mr President, as the Chair of the South Caucasus delegation, I have two messages to the
Georgian people. First, we Members of the European Parliament know and respect the choice of closer European and
transatlantic integration. You have been very clear and consistent in expressing your European aspiration. We support
you and we stand with you on European path. Second, we will never, I repeat, never drag you into any war. We
remember the war of 2008 and human lives lost. We will never recognise occupation of Georgia. We will always
support Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. We wish Georgian people peace, security and prosperity.

Our message to the Georgian politicians is very clear. War in Ukraine opened a window of opportunity for Georgia. Do
not waste it. Remember that today Ukrainians are fighting and dying for their future, but also for your future. Attacks
on Ukraine and President Zelenskyy by Georgian officials are disappointing and unacceptable. The window of opportu-
nity will not remain open forever. Do what your people expect from you.

Katalin Cseh (Renew). — Mr President, colleagues, Commissioner, the foreign agent law cooked up in Vladimir Putin’s
Russia is malicious, cynical and oppressive. Its sole purpose is to discredit civil society and to crush dissent.

So, no wonder that autocrats all around the world can’t seem to have enough of it. It is copied in Nicaragua, Belarus
and Egypt and, sadly, also in the EU. Viktor Orbdn’s government passed an exact replica of this law and it took the
European Court to strike it down. Because, as Josep Borrell communicated it to the Georgian leaders, it is incompatible
with EU values. So, we very strongly welcome its withdrawal.

Our Parliament has a very clear message to the pro-European forces in Georgia: we see you and we stand with you and
we admire your determination to join our European family. The image of a protester in Tbilisi waving an EU flag while
facing the water cannons is such a powerful symbol, colleagues. It shows how much the European project means for
people in accession countries.

We should work every day to live up to this and to have a much broader strategy to counter Russian influence, because
we cannot fight Putin without fighting the Putinisation of our neighbourhood.

Markéta Gregorova (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, I have to say that after four years intensely working
on getting Georgia closer to us, knowing it is also something that the citizens want, I am at a loss with the situation
now.

It seems that whatever we do, it's a reason for Prime Minister Garibashvili to accuse us of foul play or for other
representatives of the government to personally attack each of us. Now, after doing the right thing and reconsidering
this version of the Foreign Agents Law, there is no humility; on the contrary: horrible claims about how the opposition
would kill a person just to cause chaos, and that we are the foreign agents interfering. I'd like to remind the Georgian
Government of one thing: we are not here against your will. You have an association agreement, the DCFTA. You are
eager to get candidate status. You do everything to get closer to us. But at each step, you throw a stone at us. So if you
want to get closer to the EU just to be able to throw stones from a short distance, I don't think we have an agreement.
Pick a side, or we will stop being a choice.

Adam Bielan (ECR). — Mr President, Commissioner, 15 years after an attempted coup, Georgia still faces serious
political security and economic interferences from the Kremlin. I welcome the withdrawal of the recent
Kremlin-inspired law on foreign agents and the bravery of the Georgian people protesting against it.

In parallel, during the last plenary session, this Parliament adopted with a large majority a resolution calling for the
release of former Georgian President Saakashvili and his immediate transport abroad for specialist treatment. I welcome
that this resolution, together with the calls from the Polish Government, have borne fruit and that Polish doctors will
soon be able to examine the former Georgian president’s health. The EU and its Member States should keep supporting
democratic aspirations of the Georgian people and maintain the high dynamic of the EU enlargement process.

Andrius Kubilius (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, we know very well how strongly the Georgian people want to
join the EU. But today, Georgia as a State has a problem on the way to achieve such a strategic goal. And that problem
has the name of Bidzina Ivanishvili.
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Unfortunately, formal and informal authorities in Georgia are united in their tactics to deliberately create new and new
problems on that path of integration. That is why Mikheil Saakashvili and Nika Gvaramia are kept in prison. And that is
why we recently witnessed a story with ‘foreign agents’ law.

The initiative of foreign agents law was a deliberate political provocation of the Georgian authorities against the people
of Georgia. Such a behaviour of authorities is absolutely opposite to what the EU is demanding from Georgia — to
depolarise political life. It is good that Georgian people in the streets managed to defend their road towards integration,
but we should not be naive. This is not the last political anti-European provocation of the authorities.

The Prime Minister of Georgia, Mr Garibashvili, yesterday made an important statement. Quote: ‘The European
Parliament would better take care of itself. 100 MEPs are involved in a corruption scandal. Their desire was and is to
involve Georgia in the war and to destroy it together with Ukraine.’

The Kremlin should envy for such type of propaganda. But it does not lead to the candidate status. Despite that, we shall
continue to stand together with Georgian people!

Nacho Sidnchez Amor (S&D). — Sefior presidente, miren, seflorias, yo me niego a esta falsa dicotomia de tener que
elegir entre el expresidente en prision —al cual muchos de los que estdn aqui sentados le recomendaron no volver al
pais, y lo hizo entrando ilegalmente en medio de una campafia—, el sefior Saakashvili, y un Gobierno cuya deriva
autoritaria es cada vez mds obvia. Pero parece que estamos de acuerdo en dar apoyo a la sociedad civil, y al menos a
partir de ahi —me refiero a la sociedad civil prodemocratica y proeuropea— podemos construir un consenso.

Reitero que fue un error no poner a Georgia en las mismas condiciones que los otros paises, a los que ofrecimos la
candidatura, porque eso alimenté la narrativa antieuropea de Georgian Dream. Abrimos un enorme espacio para que lo
llenara esa narrativa antieuropea, y no sirvid, desde luego, para acabar con la polarizacion que tanto decfamos que nos
preocupaba.

Ahora tenemos que reconstruir nuestras palancas de influencia sobre el pais en una situacién infinitamente peor que la
de hace unos meses, pero es nuestra obligacién hacerlo. Y yo les convoco a todos a ese apoyo a la sociedad civil, sin
confundirnos con falsas dicotomias.

Georgios Kyrtsos (Renew). — Mr President, the release of former President Saakashvili from prison, given his fragile
health, should become a prerequisite for developing our relations with Georgia. I wonder why the president of Georgia,
Ms Salome Zourabichvili, who is also a French citizen that used to work as a diplomat in France, and the country’s
powerbroker, pro-Russian oligarch Ivanishvili, also a French citizen who has been decorated by France, refused to assist
in freeing Saakashvili. There cannot be a European path for Georgia with Saakashvili, who claims that he was poisoned
by Russian secret agents slowly dying in prison. Georgia’s government stands on the way of the country’s European
ambitions, supported by the vast majority of the people.

Reinhard Biitikofer (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, Commissioner, ironically speaking, I must say, I admire Mick Wallace
because he again demonstrated that he will sure as hell always position himself on the side of reactionaries, authorita-
rians and oppressors. But the Georgian citizens have opted for another choice because they know that the so-called
Georgian dream has turned into a Georgian nightmare. The Georgian government is paying lip service at best to
European values and the European path. We should not let Georgian citizens alone in their fight for the European
perspective. That is why we should consider measures beyond what's been on the table. Will we continue unabated
with the development cooperation without conditionality? Will we refuse to consider sanctions? We shouldn’t. And we
should fight for the freedom of Saakashvili.

Vladimir Bil¢ik (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, almost 20 years ago the Georgians took to the streets
in their peaceful revolution and inspired colour revolutions in other countries. But some 15 years ago, Russia attacked
Georgia and today Moscow illegally occupies 20% of Georgian territory.

The people of Georgia are tough fighters for freedom and democracy. They have spoken repeatedly in elections, in the
streets, about their democratic and European ambitions.
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As we stand by them today, it is high time that the leaders of Georgia also stand by their own people. Georgia applied
for EU membership just 10 days after Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. Georgians know all too well what the Russian
attack and Russian propaganda and disinformation look like. We support all brave people of Georgia who are ready to
fight for Europe and against the Russian meddling. The people of Georgia have proved worthy of EU candidate status
years ago. It is long overdue that their leaders follow suit.

Der Prisident. — Ich muss mich bei dem Kollegen Wallace entschuldigen. Er wollte eigentlich eine Frage stellen, und ich
habe gedacht, ich wiirde von den Diensten darauf hingewiesen, dass Herr Biitikofer schon tiber der Redezeit war.
Deshalb ist der Moment jetzt leider durch mich verpasst worden.

Tonino Picula (S&D). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, the only positive element about the political situation
in Georgia is that the law on the transparency of foreign influence is withdrawn. Copying wrong solutions is never a
good practice. Citizens did the right thing by standing up to it. It's good that their pressure had a positive outcome.

The similarities with the original law in Russia are as evident as the Russian interference in Georgia. It's unfortunate that
the Georgian Government is threatening the EU perspective of the country. It gives the argument to all those who
advocated the unjust separation of Georgia from Ukraine and Moldova last year. Instead of working to fulfil the list of
conditions to advance on the EU integration path like other two countries, the Georgian leaders are doing the opposite.
There can be only European progress with European commitment and values. The dream of the Georgian people is
Europe.

Jordi Cafias (Renew). — Sefior presidente, cuando hablamos de Georgia inevitablemente nos viene a la cabeza su
etimologia —el «georgos» griego: el agricultor, el que siembra, el labriego— y la metdfora de San Jorge y el dragén.
Los georgianos sembraron la semilla de la libertad hace veinte afios y ahora estin amenazados por un dragén. En latin:
«Hic sunt dracones». Hay dragones cerca de Georgia. Es un dragén que paulatinamente estd erosionando su democracia,
con un patrén que reconocemos y que hemos visto en esta ley que ha aprobado el Gobierno —o ha intentado aprobar

Por lo tanto, tenemos que ayudar a los georgianos. Porque los georgianos no son santos, son ciudadanos que buscan y
luchan por su libertad. Luchan frente a un dragén. No volvamos a hacer lo que hicimos en 2008, que es dejarlos solos
frente a aquellos que atentaron y violaron su integridad territorial. No les dejemos solos frente a aquellos que, ahora,
con un proxy politico, intentan erosionar y laminar el derecho que tienen a recoger la semilla de su libertad, que se llama
Europa.

SEDI VADA: ROBERTS ZILE

Priekssedetajas vietnieks

Riho Terras (PPE). — Mr President, over the last days, we have witnessed a strong sense of protest among Georgian
people against the so-called foreign agents law. Yes, we do know that the ruling Georgian team decided to pull back this
draft of law, but it remains very clear that the intent of this legislative act was to silence opposition and media. The
Georgian Government, controlled by the oligarchy Ivanishvili, has turned away from the cause of democracy step by
step. Leaders of the opposition have suffered from the repressions by the judicial system controlled by the government.
We recently heard accusations made by the Prime Minister Garibashvili against Ukrainian President Zelenskyy for
supporting the coup in Georgia. Also accusations were made against this particular house for dragging Georgia into
the war with Russia. Of course, these accusations are ridiculous and have no basis whatsoever. But we must continue
supporting the democratic processes in Georgia, even if the sitting prime minister does not does not like us and does
not like it.

Thijs Reuten (S&D). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, let’s call this exactly what it is: a pro-Russian govern-
ment parroting Russian propaganda to defend a Russian law. The Georgian people won this round, but the threat is far
from over.
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Prime Minister Garibashvili says he wants EU candidacy. Wonderful! So do the Georgians, so do 1. But make no mistake,
Prime Minister: if you kill your former president, No EU candidacy. If you pass any foreign agent law: no candidacy. If
you destroy democracy: no candidacy. Pro-democracy protesters are not extremists, Satanists or liberal fascists just
because they check your power grab. And absolutely nobody wants Georgia to absurdly open a second front.

So stop these desperate Putinesque demonisations and make real progress on the 12 recommendations — no cosmetic
fixes. And if not, Georgia’s courageous people will hold you to account.

Svenja Hahn (Renew). — Mr President, as a person born in the western part of the European Union, I only know a
close European Union. And I must say [ am so humbled and inspired when I see people taking to the streets fighting for
their country to take the European path.

But it is their government letting them down over and over again, it is the ruling party breaking commitments on
uniting the country, backing out of international agreements and not doing the slightest bit to work for the reforms
to make their way into the EU candidate.

Their free media is suppressed. The political opposition is being oppressed. Former President Saakashvili is being left to
die in prison. An opposition leader has been detained and beaten in prison last week, and the Russia-inspired foreign
agents law is just the latest tip of the Russia-inspired anti-democratic iceberg. It would massively limit NGOs. It would
limit civil society. It is only thanks to those brave people taking to the streets that this law is off the table for now.

So our message today must be very clear: to the Government of Georgia, the international world is watching your
actions very closely. And to the people of Georgia, this House stands by you in solidarity when you stand up for your
freedom, for your European future. We are with you.

Liudas Mazylis (PPE). — Pirmininke, komisare, kolegos, Kremlius vykdo kara, be kita ko, ir hibridinj. Neabejoju, kad ir i
jtampa tarp Sakartvelo ir Europos Sgjungos yra sukelta dirbtinai. Ji neatnesa jokio konstruktyvaus rezultato nei vienai
pusei. Sakartvelas, nepaisant visy dabartiniy i$$tikiy, nori bati Europos Sajungos dalimi, gyventojai remia ir naryste
NATO. Pasitlytas kontraversiskas jstatymo projektas sustabdytas, o dialogas tarp valdzios ir pilieciy vyksta, tiesa, labai
sunkia kaina, bet vyksta, o tolimesné eskalacija biity naudinga tik Rusijai. Mes, Europos Sgjunga, privalome suteikti
Sakartvelui daugiau, negu abstrak¢ia europing perspektyva. Jau dabar yra reikalinga teikti daugiau finansinés ir techninés
pagalbos — tai padés atremti naujas destabilizacijos, o kartu ir propagandos, bangas. O kaip kovoti su uZsienio agenty
jtaka — turiu omenyje bitent Rusijos $nipus — ne kartg svarstéme ir $iuose rimuose, tad tuo vertéty veiksmingai uZsiimti
ne tik Sakartvele, bet ir kiekvienoje i§ dabartinés Europos Sgjungos valstybiy.

(Kalbétojas nesutiko isklausyti Mick Wallace replikos pagal mélynosios kortelés procediirg)

Mick Wallace (The Left), blue-card speech. — Mr President, I wanted to make the point that Deputy Biitikofer made an
inaccurate statement about me: he accused me of supporting every authoritarian regime going. I'd like to inform the
gentleman that I don’t support any government anywhere. I've yet to see a government I like, authoritarian or other-
wise. For him to actually take that position actually shows a serious lack of balance. I thought he was a smarter guy
than that.

I am not taking any sides on Georgia either. But I do believe that things work out better when we let the people of the
country decide the future for themselves. Let the people of Georgia ...

(The President cut off the speaker)

Carina Ohlsson (S&D). — Herr talman! Det ir en seger for det georgiska folket att det kritiserade lagforslaget om
utlindska agenter har dragits tillbaka. Att systematiskt attackera och undergrava civilsamhillets organisationer ar ett
beprovat grepp av Kreml och all virldens diktaturer. Enligt Georgiens president Salomé Zurabisjvili sdg lagforslaget
vildigt mycket ut som rysk politik.

Hotet mot demokrati och ménskliga rittigheter i Georgien dr pd inget vis avvirjt. Over 80 procent av det georgiska
folket vill g& med i EU. Den georgiska regeringen maste nu lyssna till det georgiska folket. Alla politiska ledare i landet
har ett ansvar att forvalta. Ménniskors lingtan efter frihet och virdighet, bort frdn Rysslands auktoritira klor, méste
stodjas mera ihirdigt av EU.
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Det finns nu ett mojlighetens fonster, och da blir det en friga till kommissionen: Hur kan kommissionen hjilpa till att
strategiskt arbeta for att ocksd uppnd detta och kandidatstatus?

Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew). — Sefior presidente, los disturbios vividos en las dltimas semanas en Georgia son
un paso mds de los muchos que viene dando su ciudadania para acercarse a los valores de la Unién Europea.

Nosotros, en linea con la mocién aprobada en el Senado de Espafia el pasado 2 de noviembre a iniciativa de mi partido,
pedimos que se reconozca y atienda esta trayectoria, mantenida pese a la amenaza rusa. Georgia, cuando cumpla las
prioridades indicadas al efecto, debe ser oficialmente candidato a la adhesién a la Union.

Desde la perspectiva emocional, para una vasca, apoyamos asi a un pueblo con el que nos unen lazos profundos de
amistad. Desde la perspectiva de los valores europeos, lanzar un mensaje de esta importancia en aquella zona es una
manifestaciéon de apoyo y aliento a una ciudadania que quiere mantener su libertad y que se siente mayoritariamente
europea. Pero es, ademds, una inversién geoestratégica y un nuevo mensaje para el régimen de Putin. La criminal
invasién de Ucrania, el neoimperialismo estdn cosechando un resultado completamente opuesto al pretendido.

Catch-the-eye procedure

Lukasz Kohut (S&D). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Zdjecie symbol czlowiek z europejska flaga zaatakowany fizycznie w
Thilisi. Proeuropejscy demonstranci zlani woda i szykanowani, pomawiani, Zze rzekomo s3 zagranicznymi agentami.
Bzdury. Gruzini chcg do Unii Europejskiej, chca wolnosci i dobrobytu, chcg naszych europejskich wartosci. Dla nich,
podobnie jak dla Ukraificéw, unijna flaga to jest symbol. Te dwa narody na Wschodzie faczy to, ze za te flage i za te
wartosci nadstawiajg karku. Wspieranie Gruzji jest w interesie naszego bezpieczenistwa, ale jest to takze kwestia przyz-
woitoéci, podobnie jak wzmacnianie i budowanie silniejszej Unii Europejskiej.

Od o$miu lat polska i wegierska telewizja publiczna demonizujg integracje europejska. Polska PiS i Wegry Fideszu robig
to samo, co Kreml w warstwie informacyjnej, strasza Unig Europejskg, strasza Niemcami, badZz Sorosem. Unia
Europejska musi by¢ mocniejsza, musi by¢ bardziej zintegrowana i musi by¢ otwarta na Ukraing, Gruzje czy Moldawig.

President. - 1 just would like to remind colleagues that when you are speaking you cannot show some photos or
something like that so I would appreciate it if you would take that into account in future.

Vlad Gheorghe (Renew). — Mr President, the people of Georgia are fighting for European values and their weapons are
the European flags. Their fight is non-violent, but they are very certain about their future. On the other hand, the
Commissioner for Neighbourhood is silent: he doesn't fight for the Georgian people’s right to be European. I would
like to know what does he intend to do to show support for the Georgians who — I say again — are Europeans? I know
the Commissioner’s opinion about the Members of this House. I would like to remind him that Orbdn has useful idiots,
but somewhere else, they are not here. He needs to look for them somewhere else.

And also, one last message: this House stands together with the Georgian people for the right to be European. It’s time
that the Commissioner does the same.

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzifiski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Moze na poczatek, stusznie Pan zwrdcit uwage jed-
nemu z moich przedméwcéw, ze Regulamin tej Izby nie dopuszcza, aby podczas wystapient pokazywal zdjecia. Niestety
Regulamin nie przewiduje tez zakazéw wypowiedzi niemadrych, Zeby nie powiedzie¢ ostrzej, ludzi, ktérzy sa dotknieci
swoistego rodzaju ojkofobia, czyli wstretem do wlasnego narodu czy do wilasnego rzadu.
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Szanowni Pafistwo, nikt nie potrzebowal tej ustawy. Ona wzigla si¢ znikad, mogla powsta¢ tylko na zyczenie Moskwy.
Ta ustawa musi by¢ cofnigta. To stowa Pani Prezydent Zurabiszwili, ktore skierowata do swoich wspétobywateli 7 marca
za podrednictwem telelaczy, poniewaz przebywala wtedy w Nowym Jorku. Rzeczywiscie ustawa zostala cofnigta, lecz
wplywy Moskwy przestaly obowigzywaé w Gruzji. Jest swoistego rodzaju chichotem historii, ze kraj, ktéry w 2008 roku
zostal dotkniety napascig ze strony putinowskich siepaczy, dzisiaj tak naprawde ustami swoich politykéw realizuje
polityke Moskwy. Nie mozna jedna noga by¢ w Moskwie, a drugiej wycigga¢ do Europy. Dzisiaj jesteSmy murem za
narodem gruzifiskim, ale musimy powiedzie¢ jasno: kraj, ktéry dopuszcza si¢ de facto morderstwa na swoim bylym
prezydencie, nigdy miejsca w Europie mie¢ nie bedzie.

Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, I have to say, I think this debate is really very unhelpful. While the odd person
has come in and argued for calm and dialogue and diplomacy, most people here, quite frankly, have been happily
stirring the pot with no apparent care for the consequences. Nobody but nobody in here should be doing that.
Everybody on all sides should leave Georgia be.

Since 1991, the Georgian people have been put through the wringer of neoliberal shock therapy, political instability and
vicious political polarisation. A third of the people in Georgia under 50 are considering emigrating. Some 61% of them
say that no political party represents them. It is one of the most unequal countries in Europe and Central Asia: that's
what we should be focusing on. That's what matters to the people of Georgia. And yet people come in here trying to
inflame things. You're giving out about the Georgian Foreign Agents Act when the Commission comes out and leaks its
own version of exactly the same thing and you've nothing to say about this.

This type of thing is madness. Previously, the EU argued for dialogue and de-escalation, I ...
(The President cut off the speaker)
(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Olivér Virhelyi, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. — Mr President, honourable Members, I think that this debate has demonstrated that we all share the wish
to see Georgia succeed in its reforms and on its European path. And we all need to help this to be delivered for the
people of Georgia, because this is the aim of the people of Georgia and this is also the key to any EU accession process
— to deliver on the 12 priorities because those 12 priorities are setting out the most important tasks in front of the
country. And now we need Georgia to deliver, to work hard on these reforms, and it is the only way for the country to
advance on its chosen European path.

To the question of how we support this work and how we help them to deliver, of course, we are standing by finan-
cially; we are standing by with experts. But make no mistake: this can only be delivered by the Government of Georgia
and by the Parliament of Georgia, because again, this is all for the Georgian people.

President. — The debate is closed.

18. Issikiai, su kuriais susiduria Moldovos Respublika (diskusijos)

Sédes vaditajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Komisijas priek$sédétajas vietnieka | Savienibas augsta
parstavja arlietas un drogibas politikas jautajumos pazinojumu par problémam, ar kuram saskaras Moldovas Republika
(2023/2595(RSP)).

Olivér Virhelyi, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. — Mr President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, today’s debate is a very timely one as
Russia and its proxies are actively working to destabilise the pro-reform government of Moldova.

Since the start of Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, Moldova has been facing the consequences of Russia’s brutal
aggression just tens of kilometres away from its borders. It has been confronted with a growing number of challenges,
such as loss of key markets, soaring inflation, violating of its airspace and staged protests. Nevertheless, Moldova has
shown remarkable solidarity with the refugees fleeing Ukraine.

ELL: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C[2023/1466/oj 113/151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

What is happening now? According to the Moldovan authorities, the probability of direct military aggression against
Moldova is currently low. Moreover, the de facto authorities in the Transnistria region want to avoid being drawn into
Russia’s war of aggression. But vigilance is necessary due to the presence of Russian troops and ammunition in the
Transnistria region.

Over the last months, there have been increasing Russian attempts to destabilise Moldova with hybrid actions. The
president of Moldova, Maia Sandu, has warned about plans to attempt a change of power through violent means.
Russia’s lies about Ukraine massing troops to attack Moldova’s pro-Russian separatist region of Transnistria were swiftly
denied by Chisindu.

At the same time, high energy prices and high inflation have increased the burden on the population, worsening their
living conditions. Russia has used, again, energy supplies as a political weapon. But the Moldovan Government, with the
EU’s support, has managed to tackle these unprecedented challenges.

It is remarkable that despite all the pressures, Moldova now is an EU candidate country and it continues working on
reforms that aim to bring the country closer to the EU. And in that regard, on 2 February this year, Commission
services provided further policy guidance on EU acquis-related reforms in our analytical report. This is to complement
our opinion of last year on the country’s application for EU membership to be followed by a comprehensive assessment
of Moldova’s progress in meeting the EU accession criteria later on this year in the autumn.

Honourable Members, let me stress that Moldova remains on top of the EU’s political agenda with our unwavering
support to the country’s security, territorial integrity and sovereignty. Over the last 12 months, the EU has put together
a comprehensive support package worth more than EUR 1 billion to strengthen Moldova’s resilience.

Moreover, the Economic and Investment Plan for our Eastern partners has a significant potential, which needs to be fully
tapped to support Moldova’s reform agenda. The five flagship initiatives we agreed together aim to unlock
EUR 1.6 billion of investments for Moldova. We are supporting the modernisation of Moldova’s defence sector with
the support of the European Peace Facility by providing EUR 47 million. We will effectively double Moldova’s national
defence budget.

High Representative Vice-President Borrell has proposed to EU Member States to maintain a substantial level of financial
assistance to Moldova also this year. Additionally, EU experts are supporting Moldova on cybersecurity, addressing
hybrid threats and countering disinformation. The EU also launched a hub to address internal security and border
management challenges.

And we are looking at further ways to support Moldova. High Representative Vice-President Borrell is taking forward
the work on preparing a possible EU-civilian CSDP mission to further strengthen Moldova’s security and resilience. The
deployment of such a mission would provide yet another important political signal of EU support in the current difficult
circumstances. The Commission and the EEAS’ services, together with the Member States, are also exploring a possible
new sanctions regime targeting individuals who seek to destabilise this country.

Despite all the challenges that Moldova is facing, in June, it will host the second summit of the European Political
Community. [ want to reassure you that the EU stands in solidarity with the people of Moldova, even in these challen-
ging times and the future of Moldova and its citizens is within the European Union.

Siegfried Muresan, in numele grupului PPE. — Domnule presedinte, stimate comisar, stimati colegi, pentru a putea trdi in
sigurantd si in securitate in interiorul granitelor Uniunii Europene, este esential sd fim inconjurati in vecinitatea noastrd
imediatad de state care sunt sigure si stabile.

Republica Moldova este vecin al Uniunii Europene si Republica Moldova este vecin al Ucrainei. De aceea, o Republicd
Moldovd pro-europeand este bund pentru cetitenii Republicii Moldova, dar este importantd si pentru Uniunea
Europeand, si pentru Ucraina.

Stim intre timp cd cetdtenii Republicii Moldova isi doresc integrare europeand, stim cd actualele autoritdti de la Chisindu,
presedintd, guvern, majoritate parlamentard, isi doresc integrare europeand, stim si cine nu isi doreste acest lucru:
Federatia Rusd si oligarhii care au fost obisnuiti si controleze mediul de afaceri, scena politici si mass media in
Republica Moldova in ultimii ani.
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De aceea, ce trebuie si facem? Trebuie sd ajutim Republica Moldova in continuare. In primul rand, trebuie sd ajutim
Republica Moldova financiar pentru ca autoritdtile si poatd ajuta cetdtenii Republicii Moldova si intreprinderile din
Republica Moldova si treacd cu bine peste aceastd perioadd. Trebuie si spunem Republicii Moldova, dupd implementarea
celor noud reforme pe care le-am solicitat, ce urmeaza? Si eu spun: de indati ce aceste noud reforme sunt implementate,
trebuie sd incepem negocierile de aderare la Uniunea Europeand in cursul acestui an, trebuie sd liberalizim comertul cu
Republica Moldova, pentru ca Republica Moldova sd poatd, la fel ca Ucraina, exporta cat mai mult spre noi, si se poatd
dezvolta economic si chiar inainte ca aderarea si devind posibild, fiindcd aderarea este un proces ce va dura cativa ani,
trebuie sd integrim Republica Moldova in piata internd europeand. Asta va aduce beneficii pentru oameni.

Tot ce facem pentru Ucraina trebuie sd facem si pentru Republica Moldova in perioada urmdtoare.

Tonino Picula, on behalf of the SED Group. — Mr President, the European Parliament will remain a strong supporter of all
of the reform processes in Moldova. With a change of political context following the Russian invasion of Ukraine and
pro-European orientation of the country, Moldovan efforts should be acknowledged in many ways. We should do more.

We cannot forget that part of Moldovan territory has been under Russian occupation for a long time. Citizens of
Moldova have been enduring this Kremlin-fuelled separatism which has cost them dearly. It would be irresponsible
and naive to think that Russia has now focused exclusively on Ukraine. On the contrary, we need to be very careful in
our immediate neighbourhood. That is why it is highly disturbing to witness these attempts to destabilise political
leadership in the country: a well-known scenario set by corrupt pro-Kremlin oligarchs and their parties seeks to misuse
the dire economic situation to divert the country from its European Union path. It's a hybrid warfare of cynicism
developed by the Kremlin to destroy our European House, our values and our democracy. The defenders of democracy
and our values are nowadays our neighbours, and we should not overlook this, but give them strong support.

Dragos Tudorache, in numele grupului Renew. — Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, dragi colegi, presedintele Maia
Sandu si cetdtenii Moldovei au ales un drum. Au ales un model de societate claditd pe reguli democratice, pe drepturi si
libertati individuale, pe o economie deschisa.

Acest model este in deplin contrast cu viziunea lui Putin despre cum functioneazd o tard. In lumea lui Putin, existd
privilegiati si supusi, existd puterea brutd ca singura sursd a adevirului si legitimitdtii. In lumea lui Putin, oligarhii
primesc acces la resurse, li se tolereazd furtul si imbogdtirea pe spatele restului societdtii in schimbul loialitatii oarbe.

Succesul modelului ales de Republica Moldova si de presedintele Sandu sau succesul modelului Ucrainei si al presedin-
telui Zelenski nu fac decit s nege modelul lui Putin. Despre asta e rdzboiul din Ucraina si despre asta e atacul hibrid
necontenit la care e supusd Republica Moldova si conducerea sa politica.

Oligarhii moldoveni afiliati lui Putin conduc acum acest atac, plitesc mercenari ai protestelor, manipuleazd opiniile celor
vulnerabili, si toate acestea pentru a sabota democratia si parcursul european pentru care moldovenii fac atatea sacrificii.

Noti, Parlamentul European, trebuie sd ne asigurdm cd sprijinim Moldova in continuare si dacd domnul Borrell ar fi aici,
i-as fi cerut si adauge oligarhii Moldovei, Sor, Platon, Plahotniuc pe lista sanctiunilor Uniunii Europene.
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Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, the Kremlin’s playbook is as rigged as it
is predictable. If you cannot win the hearts and minds of the people in a neighbouring country, threaten them with a
war. If blackmail fails, destabilise the country from within. The ploy disclosed by the Moldavian Government has Putin’s
fingerprints all over it. It is an old KGB trick to take advantage of social hardships of the people. Send in groups of
trained titushkies and orchestrate an overthrow of a democratic government. Because there’s nothing Putin is afraid of
more than a democratic, pro-Western government next door. High energy prices have hit the people of Moldova hard
and that discontent is more than relatable. This is why the EU stands with them and their government in words and in
deeds. The multi-million euro support that the EU provided must be followed by credible steps, including abolishing
roaming tariffs and accelerating the membership path, so that the people of Moldova can benefit from all freedoms that
other Europeans enjoy as soon as possible.

Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, despite difficulties, provocations, challenges, the
hybrid warfare parts of the toolbox — as mentioned before — are already implemented by the Russian Federation on the
territory of Moldova, the country, led by courageous President Maia Sandu, keeps firm on the European and transatlantic
path.

We have to stand by Moldovan society and also by Moldovan authorities, who are our neighbours and who try everyt-
hing possible to come closer to EU membership. We have to support them and open negotiations as soon as possible,
possibly this year.

I would like us to implement all financial and technical measures necessary to assist this country, in particular to send a
civilian CSDP mission there to assist Moldova.

Emmanuel Maurel, au nom du groupe The Left. — Monsieur le Président, il est évident que le Parlement européen doit
apporter son soutien plein et entier a la Moldavie, qui est confrontée aux conséquences concretes de la guerre en
Ukraine, des conséquences qui sont d’abord humanitaires. Le peuple moldave a dt accueillir des dizaines de milliers de
réfugiés. Des conséquences politiques aussi, on 'a dit, des troubles, des manifestations plus ou moins manipulées, des
tentatives de déstabilisation, des événements qui se multiplient, les paroles menagantes aussi de M. Lavrov, qui voyait en
la Moldavie une nouvelle Ukraine, la déclaration d'indépendance de Tiraspol. Bref, on connait ces difficultés. Et puis
s'ajoute une crise économique intense, avec un déficit de la balance commerciale trés important et un pouvoir d'achat
qui est completement plombé par la facture énergétique.

Donc il faut réitérer notre soutien, évidemment, a l'intégrité territoriale de la Moldavie. I faut aussi consolider notre
assistance macrofinanciere. Je trouve cela bien quil y ait des subventions, je trouve qu’il y a encore trop de préts. Et
quand on voit la situation a laquelle le peuple moldave est confronté, je pense qu'il ne faut pas mégoter. Il faut soutenir
pleinement et entierement un pays qui est confronté a une crise tres grave.

David McAllister (PPE). — Herr Prisident, sehr geehrter Herr Kommissar! In den letzten Monaten ist die Republik
Moldau zunehmend zum Ziel russischer Einflussnahme geworden. Die wirtschaftliche Lage ist angespannt, das sicher-
heitspolitische Umfeld ist fragil. Moskau schrinkt die Energieversorgung ein und versucht, die proeuropdische Regierung
durch orchestrierte Proteste zu destabilisieren.

Das Ziel ist klar und das haben bereits viele Vorrednerinnen und Vorredner angesprochen. Der reformorientierte kor-
ruptionsbekdmpfende und EU-freundliche Kurs soll untergraben werden. Der Regierung von Prisidentin Maia Sandu ist
es trotz dieser widrigsten Umstidnde gelungen, ein ambitioniertes Reformprogramm voranzutreiben. Der im Juni 2022
erteilte Beitrittskandidatenstatus ist unser Versprechen an die langfristige europdische Perspektive der Republik Moldau.

Die Europdische Union muss und wird die Regierung in Chisindu in dieser schwierigen Lage weiterhin entschlossen und
konsequent unterstiitzen. Es geht darum, die staatlichen Strukturen zu stabilisieren. Es geht darum, die wirtschaftlichen
Rahmenbedingungen zu verbessern, und es geht darum, die Resilienz gegeniiber russischer Desinformation zu stirken.
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In diesem Zusammenhang, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, unterstiitze ich ausdriicklich die Pline, ziigig eine zivile
GSVP-Mission in das Land zu entsenden, um die moldauischen Strukturen im Krisenmanagement zu stirken. Das
ndchste Treffen der Europiischen Politischen Gemeinschaft findet am 1. Juni in Chisindu statt. Das wird ein wichtiger
Anlass sein, der Republik Moldau die Unterstiitzung aller européischen Partner zu zeigen.

Carmen Avram (S&D). — Domnule presedinte, situatia din Republica Moldova e ingrijoritoare. Am vizut amprenta
rdului recent, cAnd am fost la Chisindu, si o vdd din ce in ce mai des la stiri.

Partenerul nostru are nevoie urgent de sprijin substantial de la Bruxelles. Simanta conflictului e semanatd in Moldova
dupd tiparul bine-cunoscut: se intetesc actiunile de destabilizare, grupirile pro-ruse se reactiveazd, inscendrile din
Transnistria sunt tot mai stravezii. Kremlinul se grdbeste. Noi trebuie sd fim mai rapizi decat el.

Dar Moldova trebuie ajutatd si si-si gdseascd echilibrul politic intern. Respectul fatd de valorile europene nu are si nu
poate avea culoare politici. In momente cruciale, cind ai nevoie de toti aliatii, a diviza, invinuind nemeritat si ostraci-
zdnd o parte din electoratul autentic pro-european doar pentru ci vine din opozitie, de la stinga spectrului politic, e
contraproductiv si poate deveni distructiv. Doar dacd iti tii prietenii aproape, iti poti alunga in irelevantd dusmanii.

Pentru Moldova sunt vitale acum si solidaritatea Uniunii Europene, si energia, si banii, si reformele, si toleranta.
Impreund ii vor asigura supravietuirea democratiei §i integrarea europeand pe care si-o doreste.

Dacian Ciolos (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, dragi colegi, sunteti oameni politici, unii ati avut functii in guvernul
din statul dumneavoastrd si stiti ce provocdri existd chiar pe timp de pace i in tiri prospere.

Acum imaginati-vd cd gestionati politic o tard de mici dimensiuni, aflatd de zeci de ani sub influenta Rusiei, care are o
granitd cu Ucraina in rdzboi si soldati rusi aflati ilegal pe teritoriul siu.

De aceea as fi vrut s il aud pe vicepresedintele Borrell astizi, felicitind, impreund cu noi, att pregedinta Maia Sandu,
cat si Guvernul Republicii Moldova, pentru ci fac fatd acestei presiuni cu provociri imense din partea Rusiei lui Putin,
dar si sd intelegem cd Moldova are nevoie acum de sprijinul Uniunii Europene si in fapte, nu doar in declaratii. Un
sprijin economic, un sprijin financiar, ca sd poatd si demonstreze cetdtenilor Republicii Moldova ci un guvern democ-
ratic, un guvern sustinut de Uniunea Europeand poate s facd fatd si situatiei si crizelor economice.

Pentru ca provocirile lui Putin sd nu aibd succes, trebuie ca Uniunea Europeand sd ajute Republica Moldova si faci fatd
crizelor prin care trece, atdt cele de securitate, dar si cele legate de economie si de traiul cetdtenilor moldoveni.

Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Domnule presedinte, stimate domnule comisar, dragi colegi, Republica Moldova este pani azi
victima Pactului samavolnic Ribbentrop-Molotov, in urma cdruia Europa a fost impartitd in 1939 intre Hitler si Stalin.

In urma acestui pact, Stalin a ocupat Basarabia din Romania, pe care a incorporat-o in Uniunea Sovietici sub numele de
Republica Sovieticd Moldova. Rusia, fie cd era taristd, sovieticd sau post-sovieticd, a ficut tot posibilul pentru a tine
teritoriul Republicii Moldova sub propria sferd de influentd maligna.

Pe langd mentinerea conflictului inghetat din Transnistria, Rusia submineazd azi Moldova economic, politic i cultural.
Republica Moldova trebuie ajutatd prin toate mijloacele sd iasd din ghearele Rusiei imperialiste, care de sute de ani cautd
sd obtind robie si sdricie.

Moldova a primit recent statutul de candidat la Uniunea Europeand, dar acest lucru trebuie completat cu sprijin efectiv
de securitate acordat acesteia, astfel incat frontul din Ucraina si nu se intindd pand la Chisindu.
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De asemenea, este imperativ semnarea urgentd de citre Uniunea Europeand a unui acord de roaming cu Moldova. Un
astfel de acord de roaming nu este un efort mare pentru UE, dar va insemna totul pentru cetdtenii Republicii Moldova,
care vor putea comunica mult mai usor cu fratii si familiile lor din Uniunea Europeana.

Andrzej Halicki (PPE). — Szanowni Pafistwo! Panie Komisarzu! Rosja prébuje zdestabilizowaé Moldawie. Prébuje
wywolal zamieszki, uzywa dezinformacji. Ale to si¢ nie uda, panie Putin. Moldawianie wybrali. Wybrali i dzialajg kon-
sekwentnie. Wybrali prezydent Sandu, wybrali rzad, wybrali proeuropejski kierunek rozwoju i swoja przysztos¢ w
Europie. Co my mamy zrobi¢? Co my mamy robi¢ jako parlamentarzysci, jako instytucje europejskie? Oczywiscie
codzienng pracg by¢ w Kiszyniowie i wspétpracowaé z tym rzadem, bo reformy s3 niezbedne, ale niezbedna jest takze
ta finansowa pomoc, o ktérej Pan Komisarz méwil. Programy, pomoc mikrofinansowa, ale tez wigksze wsparcie dla
Moldawii, bo rzeczywiscie ten kryzys energetyczny jest odczuwalny. Potrzebna jest pomoc dla rzadu, by mégt dotowaé
ceny energii, by pomdc tym najbiedniejszym grupom spolecznym. I to jest nasz obowigzek. Chcialbym tez zaapelowac
o jedna decyzje, decyzje polityczng. Musimy by¢ gotowi rozpocza¢ w tym roku proces akcesyjny, bo ta nadzieja
Moldawianom tez jest potrzebna. Miejsce Moldawii jest w Europie.

Juozas Olekas (S&D). — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, the situation in Moldova is indeed worrying.
Last week’s anti-Western pro-Russian demonstrations took place on the streets of Chisindu, with the majority of the
demonstrators shipped to the capital by buses. I hope Moldovan law enforcement agents will determine how much it
was a genuine expression of the anger about the economic situation and how much it was a deliberate campaign by
Russia to destabilise the situation in the country. But one thing is clear: if in the future we want a peaceful and
prosperous Europe, then the EU and our Western partners need to get more involved in Moldova now.

We need to provide greater support to the Moldovan people to deal with the economic hardship induced by Russia’s
war of aggression against Ukraine. We need to provide human expertise and, if necessary, military resources to give
Moldova a means to defend its sovereignty and its pro-European path. And we need to confirm that Moldova is
welcome to join the EU as soon as it fulfils the accession criteria. And we should be ready to start accession negotia-
tions with Moldova this year.

Vlad-Marius Botos (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, dragi colegi, ne confruntdm cu o situatie tensionatd in Republica
Moldova, chiar la granitele Uniunii Europene, domnule comisar, unde se incearci destabilizarea tarii la scurt timp dupd
ce moldovenii au ales o cale democraticd europeand, iar Uniunea Europeand i-a oferit Moldovei statutul de tard candidat.

Mijloacele moderne, precum internetul si libertatea cuvantului, sunt folosite abuziv de fortele pro-ruse, care doresc
readucerea acestui stat sub influenta Rusiei si a lui Putin, reinstaurarea unui regim autoritar.

Republica Moldova are nevoie de sprijinul nostru, atat la nivel declarativ, dar mai ales practic, date fiind posibilitatile de
apdrare reduse, experienta limitatd pe drumul democratic si o economie deja greu incercatd, de pandemie, de razboiul
din Ucraina, de dependenta energeticd, de zona separatistd Transnistria.

Nu putem sta nepdsdtori la tentativele Rusiei si a lui Putin de a destabiliza democratiile europene, una cite una, la
propagarea dezinformdrilor si manipuldrilor. Nu putem lisa sd se extindd incertitudinea pe continentul nostru.

Veronika Vrecionova (ECR). — Pane pfedsedajici, situace v Moldavsku ndm ukazuje, jak bylo neproziravé ze strany EU
soustfedit se pouze na sebe a na své vlastni problémy a opomijet své okoli. Odmitdni dal3i integrace, byt explicitné
nezminéné, vedlo k frustraci obyvatel zemi, které o ¢lenstvi v EU dlouhodobé usiluji. Tato frustrace rozdmychavé pro-
tievropské ndlady a Casto znamend pitklon ¢asti spolecnosti k Rusku. Vidime to napiiklad v Srbsku a Moldavsko je na
tom podobné. Maly vnitrozemsky stdt tésné za hranici EU, na jehoZ tzemi probihd dlouholety zamrzly konflikt s
proruskou ¢asti. Musime dat Moldavsku jasnou vizi rychlého vstupu do EU a musime to myslet vazné, protoze vice
Sanci pro udrZeni demokratickych zemi kolem nasich hranic nedostaneme. Demokratické principy a udrZeni spole¢nych
hodnot jsou daleko cennéjsi nez 100% transpozice veskeré evropské legislativy.
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Andrius Kubilius (PPE). — Mr President, it is very clear that Kremlin is afraid of success of democracies in Ukraine and
Moldova, because those successes can inspire Russian people to seek the same democratic development in Russia itself.
That is why autocracy of Kremlin started military aggression against Ukraine and continuous hybrid aggression against
Moldova.

Kremlin is using oligarch Prigozhin, who is spending dirty money to hire mercenaries of Wagner group to attack
Bakhmut in Ukraine. Kremlin also is using pro-Kremlin oligarch Ilan Shor in Moldova, who is openly spending dirty
money to hire protesters against Maia Sandu’s government in Chisindu in order to destroy that government.

We know how to help Ukraine, which is facing Kremlin military aggression: weapons, weapons and weapons. In order
to help Moldova against Kremlin hybrid aggression, we need to use our most powerful geopolitical weapons: to start
membership negotiations this year and implement ambitious integration, integration, integration.

Kremlin needs to know that they will be defeated in both cases: in Ukraine and in Moldova.
(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)
Margarida Marques (S&D), intervengdo «cartdo azul». — Senhor Presidente, eu gostava de colocar uma questdo ao orador.

Hé duas semanas, estive na Molddvia, numa missio da Comissdo dos Orgamentos, e tivemos a oportunidade de discutir
com o governo da Molddvia os passos que o pais estd a dar para se tornar um Estado de direito, com a independéncia
dos diferentes poderes, designadamente a reforma do sistema judicial, e estd a ser dado um conjunto de passos no
sentido de a Moldavia, no final do ano, poder integrar o acervo comunitdrio.

A minha questdo é a seguinte: como € que vé o apoio & Moldévia, designadamente do lado do orcamento da Unido
Europeia?

Andrius Kubilius (PPE), blue-card reply. — Well, first of all I know that the Government of Moldova is doing great
reforms in order to become not only a candidate country but to start negotiations and to become a member of EU.
That is not only in the interests of Moldova, but also of us. And that is why we need to give all the support which is
needed. And since Moldova really is facing different challenges, including energy and budgetary ones. And as we have
heard from the Commissioner, the Commission is supporting in such a way which is really very much needed for
Moldova. So I see all the possibilities to have success of Moldova, both for Moldovan people and for us.

Thijs Reuten (S&D). — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, Moldova has my greatest admiration because, let's
face it, with Russia breathing down Chisindu’s neck, choosing the EU was incredibly courageous. And today our Union
needs to show that very same courage to halt Russia’s hybrid war, because this alliance of Kremlin agents and exiled
oligarchs who cruelly prey on the most vulnerable to foment insurrection must be stopped.

Council, Commission: help Moldova, not this summer, but now. Give Chisindu all technical support it needs for rapid
EU reforms and help them to communicate their choices clearly.

Second, shore up security cooperation swiftly. A civilian CSDP mission would be excellent, but this summer might be
too little too late.

And third, fight even harder against energy poverty and obscene inflation, and sanction Shor and Plahotniuc. We will
not let the Moldovan people be robbed of their European future.

Awnren [xambazkn (ECR). — T-H [lpencenaren, koneru, pasOupa ce, ue cutyanmsita B MOIIoBa e HallperHata M TPeBOXHA, U
pasbupa ce, ye IPUUMHATA 3a TOBA € M BIMSHMETO Ha KpeMbll M Ha IPOPYCKUTE areHTM, KOWTO Ce ONMTBAT JA OTBIIEKAT BHMMa-
HIETO OT CBOWMTE IpoBaim B YKpaitHa. PasOupa ce, Msicroro Ha MormmoBa 1 YkpaitHa e B EBpomeiickus cbro3. Obaue mma Helwo,
KOETO a3 He pa30upaM M TOBA € 3all0 € HY>KHO TOYHO Cera, KOraTo Ha MOJIOBCKATA OOIIECTBEHOCT € HYXKHO €IMHCTBO, BIIACTUTE B
Mormosa fa ce omMTBAaT Ja MPOIBIXKABAT Jd OTHEMAaT aBTOHOMMsITA HA Obirapckata obuiHocT TaM. He 3HaM manm 3Haete — B
Monmosa uma Mexay 100 000 1 300 000 Gorapu, kouto Kusest TaMm or 1776 1. U te gocera ca 6w JIOSUIHY TpaKIaHu Ha
Ta3u TbpXKapa. 3ali0 ¢ HEOOXOIMMO Ta3u aBTOHOMMS NIa ce Pa3npobsiBa, 3alI0 e HeoOXONMMO Te3W XOpa Jia Ce MPEBPBLIAT BbB
Bparose? 3aio e HeoOXOmMMO Ha Te3y XOpa [1a Ce OTHeMAT IPaxXHaHCKM M MOMMTIYecky npasa? ToBa e Helwo, Ha KoeTo TpsiGBa na
ce cnoxu Kpail. Y Tyk cre otroBopHM M Bue, I-H Komucap, Bue OrecTsmo sammruxTe npasata Ha Obirapute B MakemoHusL.
HapisiaM ce u cera kato jTbB fa ce Oopure 3a npasata Ha Obmrapure B Mosmosa, 3amoro msTsT Ha Monmosa e keM EBpomnerickus
cbto3. Ho ToBa MMHaBa IIpe3 3auMTaHETO HA IIPaBaTa ¥ Ha 3aKOHHUTE MHTEPECK Ha BCUUYKM OOLIHOCTM M HA BCUYKM MAIILMHCTBA
TaM.
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Eugen Tomac (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, stimati colegi, recent, la Conferinta pentru Securitate de
la Miinchen, presedinta Maia Sandu spunea ci cea mai mare provocare pentru Republica Moldova o reprezintd propa-
ganda Federatiei Ruse, pe care o aplicd impotriva Republicii Moldova.

Vi intreb, domnule comisar, care este strategia Comisiei pentru a sustine Republica Moldova in fata acestor instrumente
extrem de agresive pe care le utilizeazd Kremlinul astizi in teren, cAnd vedem ci, cu foarte multd agresivitate, prin
propagandd, manipulare, dezinformare, Republica Moldova incearcd si fie destabilizatd de citre cei care si-au dat
mana, si aici md refer la politicieni corupti, la forte politice pro-ruse, la fugari care nu mai sunt in Republica Moldova,
dar care finanteazd campanii intregi de denigrare si de destabilizare a guverndrii pro-europene de la Chisindu.

Asteptim actiuni pentru cd este nevoie de solidaritate, acum mai mult ca niciodata.
Catch-the-Eye Procedure

Victor Negrescu (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, Republica Moldova are nevoie de sprijinul nostru, in contextul in care
stabilitatea sa este pusd in pericol.

In ultimele sdptimani, autorititile de la Chisindu s-au confruntat cu presiuni si cu situatii fard precedent si au descoperit
implicarea directd a Federatiei Ruse in incercarea de a destabiliza tara, prin organizarea unor proteste violente.

Astfel de incidente dovedesc faptul cd Uniunea Europeand trebuie s treacd de la teorie la practicd. In momentul de fatd,
tara mea, Romania, asistd Republica Moldova, oferindu-i de la sprijin financiar pand la resurse energetice, resurse de care
are nevoie, in timp ce promisiunile donatorilor intarzie sd apara.

De aceea, fac apel la Comisia Europeand si la statele membre si ofere acces rapid la fondurile de preaderare pentru
Republica Moldova, integrand si expertiza existentd in regiune pentru a ne asigura cd aceste resurse sunt folosite adecvat
si in interesul cetitenilor.

Scopul este de a mentine calea europeand a Republicii Moldova si a asigura rezilienta democraticd a tarii, asa cd nu
trebuie si mai intarziem, trebuie si actionim acum.

Vlad Gheorghe (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, moldovenii sunt europeni si ce se intdmpld acum pe strizile din
Chisindu este inventat in laboratoarele lui Putin, dar finantat cu banii furati din bancile moldovenesti. Cu miliardul
furat de oligarhi, tot ei acum plitesc direct asa-zisi protestatari. Sunt lucruri dovedite, sunt lucruri inregistrate. Nu se
mai indoieste nimeni de chestia asta, asa ci o spun si acum, cum am spus si anterior: tiiati-le banii! Dacd nu le mai
ldsim acces la bani in Uniunea Europeand, nu o sd mai aibd cu ce sd creeze aceste false proteste.

Este momentul ca Legea Magnitki in Uniunea Europeand si se aplice coruptilor si cred cd exemplul coruptilor oligarhi
din Republica Moldova, in special Ilan Sor, trebuie aplicat acum, nu mai putem si mai agteptim. Cat o si asteptim, cit o
sd-i ldsdm sd-si plimbe banii murdari prin bancile europene inainte s le tiiem accesul la bani?

Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, Moldova is dealing with an extremely sensitive situation: a brutal war next door,
intense polarisation internationally, a Russian military presence in Transnistria and international actors increasingly
pressing states to pick sides.

Now Article 11 of the Constitution states, ‘the Republic proclaims its permanent neutrality’, and the overwhelming
majority of Moldovans have consistently been against joining either NATO or the Russian-led CSTO. Like my own
country, Ireland, Moldova doesn’t have a strong military, and its neutrality has been a crucial guarantee of security for
its people. And I think now Moldovans are clearly worried about being pulled into the war and seeing it spread, and we
should be taking the utmost caution not to pull at the threads of Moldovan neutrality.

I think it’s a disgrace that we're forcing countries to take sides. Why can’t they have good relations with Russia and with
the EU? It's a disgrace that there’s been the revocation of broadcast licenses for the six Russian-language channels in
Moldova: we have to respect all rights of all Moldovans.
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Mick Wallace (The Left). — Mr President, Moldova has a constitutional commitment to the principle of neutrality.
Moldova, like Georgia, has two frozen conflict zones, and its latest period of relative peace was hard won. Moldova’s
neutrality is the central element in the balance of power that has allowed for the current delicate arrangement of
political, socio-economic and military positions and leverage to remain intact.

Moldova has been rocked by the war: inflation and refugee inflows. Undermining its neutrality now will not help.
Unpopular reforms have been rammed through and tensions between the central government and the breakaway state

of Transnistria are high. Moldova could well open up a new front in this war. Religious and ethnic tensions are already
high.

Russia, Ukraine, NATO and the EU are all complicit in this, but the people of Moldova are the ones who will pay the
price if their neutrality is trampled upon.

(Briva mikrofona uzstasanas beigas)

Olivér Virhelyi, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. — Mr President, honourable Members, I think today’s debate shows our continued interest and support for
Moldova on its EU path. We commend the strong commitment of the Moldovan Government to continue delivering on
its ambitious reform agenda despite all the challenges and overlapping crises triggered by Russia’s war in Ukraine.

It is important not to lose focus on key reforms. Moldovan citizens expect progress, especially in the areas of the rule of
law, justice and corruption. These reforms are equally important for strengthening Moldova’s resilience. It is equally
important, therefore, also to recover all the funds that have been lost in the banking crisis. And to find all the funds
back that have been illegally put into private hands. I would therefore like to encourage you to pass the message on the
need to continue reforms to your Moldovan counterparts during the upcoming EU-Moldova Parliamentary Association
Committee, which is scheduled for next week.

We stand in full solidarity with Moldova. Anything that will improve Moldova’s security will also improve our own
security. Moldova belongs to the European family and we stand ready to continue supporting it on its EU path.

Sedes vaditajs. — Debates ir slégtas.

Balsosana notiks kada no nakamajam sesijam.

Rakstiskas deklardcijas (171. pants)

Marian-Jean Marinescu (PPE), in scris. — Vorbe despre lovituri de stat au auzit moldovenii nu doar o datd. Pentru o
tdrisoard ruptd in doud de un rau, si care de peste 30 de ani triieste in teroarea psihicd a unui posibil rizboi declansat
de chiar aga numitii ,pacificatori rusi” stationati in mod abuziv pe teritoriul siu, pentru o tard ca aceasta, cuvinte ca
Joviturd de stat” nu sunt un capit de lume. Le ia insd in serios. Si la fel facem si noi.

UE trebuie si le fie alituri. Sustin demararea, chiar de anul acesta, a negocierilor de aderare cu Chisindul. In plus, trebuie
sd ii ajutdm pe mai departe, atat financiar cat si tehnic.

Salut organizarea, in iunie anul acesta, la Chisindu, a celei de-a doua reuniuni a Comunitdtii Politice Europene, iar in
acelasi timp, sustin propunerea Comisiei Europene de crestere a asistentei macrofinanciare pentru Republica Moldova
cu 145 de milioane de euro.

In acest fel, suma totald alocatd Republicii Moldova pentru asistentd macrofinanciard va ajunge la 295 de milioane de
euro, iar incet-incet, cu sprijin european si reforme acasi, Moldova va reusi sd nu mai detind titlul de cea mai siraci tard
europeana.
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19. Susitarimo dél JK iSstojimo i§ ES jgyvendinimo ataskaita — Vindzoro sistema
(diskusijos)

Sédes vaditajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir kopigas debates par

— Pedro Silva Pereira zinojumu Konstitucionalo jautdgjumu komitejas varda par istenoSanas zinojumu par ligumu par
Apvienotas Karalistes izstaSanos no ES (2020/2202(INI)) (A9-0052/2023) un

— Komisijas pazinojumu par Vindzoras regulgjumu (2023/2596(RSP).

Pedro Silva Pereira, rapporteur. — Mr President, Vice-President Maro§ Seféovi¢, dear colleagues, time flies. Believe it or
not, almost seven years have passed since the Brexit referendum and more than three years have gone since the entry
into force of the withdrawal agreement.

As rapporteur for the implementation of the Brexit agreement, I am glad to say that, fortunately, we are here not only to
assess what happened in the last three years, where the story to tell is not always pleasant, but also to look into the
future of the EU-UK relations in light of the recently announced Windsor framework, a new joint understanding about
the terms for a more flexible but also more effective implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol.

This development is of utmost importance. The UK’s continuous breach of its agreed legal commitments under the
protocol was by far the most serious issue in the implementation of the withdrawal agreement. The lack of customs
checks in the Irish Sea and the insufficient sharing of customs data with the EU obviously endangered the integrity of
the EU single market.

It's worth recalling that the Northern Ireland Protocol was the agreed solution to prevent a physical border on the island
of Ireland so that the Good Friday Agreement is fully safeguarded while protecting the integrity of the EU single market.
A dialogue on a flexible but effective implementation of the protocol, as many times suggested by the European
Commission, was always the right thing to do, not unilateral actions.

Besides the new customs data sharing arrangements, the key element of the Windsor framework is a distinction between
a green lane in the Irish Sea with no border controls for goods entering Northern Ireland for final consumption there in
Northern Ireland and the red lane with EU customs and sanitary and phytosanitary procedures for those goods entering
Northern Ireland but at risk of entering the EU single market. Together with the so-called ‘Stormont break’, allowing for
Members of the Northern Ireland Assembly to stop in exceptional circumstances future regulatory divergences intro-
duced by the EU.

This joint understanding gives us reasons to believe that an important turn of a page can happen in the EU-UK relations.
Moreover, we hope to see power-sharing returning to Northern Ireland so that we can all properly celebrate the 25
years of the Good Friday Agreement.

Therefore, as rapporteur for the implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement, I propose to the European Parliament
that we warmly welcome the announced Windsor framework and, to that effect, I table a few amendments updating the
report in respect of this important development. Furthermore, I would like to warmly congratulate Vice President Maro$
Seféovi¢ and all his team for this remarkable political achievement.

One last word on citizens’ rights, a top priority for this Parliament. We welcome the UK establishment of the EU
settlement scheme, under which 7 million European citizens have asked for the recognition of their residence rights. 55%
of those got the permanent settled status. But however, we note that 39% of the applicants — about 2.7 million — only
got the so-called ‘pre-settled status’. So we will monitor the situation to ensure that they get the permanent status as
soon as they fulfil the legal requirements.

And, finally, we still ask the British Government to provide a document serving as physical proof of residence rights so
people don’t have to face practical difficulties in their daily life. So improvements are still needed for sure, but I believe

that hope should be the right tone for today’s debate.
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Sedn Kelly, rapporteur for the opinion of the Committee on International Trade. — Mr President, into the breach comes Kelly.
welcome the political agreement on the Windsor Framework and commend particularly Vice-President Seféovi¢ and his
team on achieving this result, which is the product of much effort and patience. The new arrangements address the real-
life concerns of citizens and businesses in Northern Ireland, while also ensuring that the EU single market is protected
through a number of safeguards. It is a balanced agreement, grounded on an understanding of trust between the EU and
the UK — trust which I hope we can continue to build on as we move forward. I support, in particular, the efforts made
by the Commission to give Northern Irish politicians and stakeholders a voice in the governance of the Protocol,
especially through the Stormont Brake. This is an important and welcome development.

Now the focus turns to making this agreement a reality. In the Parliament here, I think we will take the necessary steps
to implement the new arrangements as swiftly and as effectively as possible. But we will also need political will and
responsible leadership, especially from the DUP, in order to make the agreement effective. I hope that can be achieved.

As we approach the 25th anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement, I sincerely hope to see the Windsor Framework
implemented and to return to power-sharing in Northern Ireland. Stability and certainty will allow citizens and busines-
ses to avail of the economic opportunities that the new agreement provides for Northern Ireland, and ensure that the
next 25 years will be as much about prosperity as the last 25 years was about peace. It is time that we put these long
and drawn-out discussions on the Protocol behind us. I hope now that we can move forward with a constructive and
forward-looking EU-UK relationship. And again, thanks to all involved and especially, once again, Commissioner
Sefcovi¢, who was outstanding all through this process.

Maro$ SefCovit, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, first and foremost, thank you for
your invitation to this joint debate on the implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement and the recent developments
around the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland. I very much welcome the opportunity to discuss the important
progress made in the relationship between the EU and the UK. I believe that this is very well captured in the report and
in particular the amendments reflecting the recent important progress in our relationship that Mr Pedro Silva Pereira put
forward today. And I want to thank him not only for this timely report, but also for our excellent cooperation over the
years. And my gratitude and thanks goes to all honourable Members in the UK Coordination Group and the many
bilateral meetings we have had, I would say with almost everyone in the room, when we've been discussing this very
important relationship with the United Kingdom. Honourable Members, the United Kingdom, as we discussed in our
previous meetings, is an important partner and a close political ally for the EU, with our excellent cooperation in
support of our Ukrainian friends being a testimony to that. In our discussions, protecting the rights of citizens after
Brexit was of the utmost importance and I was reminded of that by the discussions we had, be it in UKCG or in our
bilateral meetings. And I really would like to reassure all honourable members that it remains a priority for us to ensure
that beneficiaries of the withdrawal agreement continue to enjoy the same rights and benefits. But we also knew it was
vital not only to fix the problems of today, but to set our bilateral relationship down the right path to overcome the
issues of tomorrow. And for that, we needed to find solutions to the challenges that have emerged in the implementa-
tion of the protocol over the past two years. In recent months, we have had intensive talks with our UK counterparts in
order to find these solutions, solutions for real-life concerns around the operation of the protocol affecting people and
businesses on the ground. President von der Leyen and Prime Minister Sunak have been in regular touch throughout the
process. | have also remained in regular and close contact with my counterpart, UK Foreign Secretary James Cleverly,
but also the State Secretary responsible for Northern Ireland, Chris Heaton-Harris, and the Commission and UK govern-
ment teams spared no efforts to find joint solutions and I can tell you that they've been working very, very hard.

I am delighted to say that this hard work, determination and political will has delivered results. As you know, on 27
February, a new way forward — the Windsor Framework — was announced by President von der Leyen and Prime
Minister Sunak. A way forward that consists of joint solutions that will address in a definitive manner the concerns
and challenges we have experienced over the last two years. A way forward that protects the legitimate interests of both
the EU and the UK. A way forward that addresses all areas concerned — food, medicines, Customs, VAT and excise, state
aid, tariff rate quotas, Governance and stakeholders’ engagement. These solutions respond to the concrete needs of
people and businesses in Northern Ireland, but they also have been carefully crafted so as to ensure that the EU single
Market is protected. In particular, the role of the European Court of Justice has not changed. It remains the sole and
final arbiter of EU law. But there is now a strong political commitment to solve future challenges together before they
turn into disputes. Vitally, the time of unilateral action is behind us. We welcome the public commitment from the UK
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Government that the Northern Ireland Protocol Bill is stopped from proceeding in the UK Parliament and will thus fall.
The Windsor Framework allows us to turn the page and work with mutual trust on fully implementing our agreements
because the solutions we have found together are co-owned and are therefore set to be fully implemented by both sides.
Honourable Members, the Windsor Framework is an important achievement for both the UK and the EU. Its
implementation is the key. On our side, we know that we can count on the support of this House to deliver on
important legislative proposals that are a key part of the joint solutions. Your support, as always, will be crucial, and I
know that, thanks to our collective work, we can look to the future with confidence.

As Mr Sedn Kelly underlined, next month will see the celebration of the 21st anniversary of the Good Friday Belfast
Agreement. Our work on the Windsor Framework will allow us to continue to protect the hard-earned peace gains
emanating from that momentous accord. The Framework is there to benefit people in Northern Ireland and support all
communities celebrating peace on the island of Ireland. And with the last 25 years being about peace, the next 25 years
should be about peace and prosperity.

Peter Jahr, Verfasser der Stellungnahme des mitberatenden Petitionsausschusses. — Herr Président, Herr Vizeprasident Seféovic,
meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren! Jeder EU-Biirger mit Wohnsitz im Vereinigten Konigreich hat das Recht, eine
Petition an das Europdische Parlament gemafl Artikel 227 des Vertrages iiber die Arbeitsweise der Europdischen Union
zu richten. Auch Biirger des Vereinigten Konigreichs, die ihren Wohnsitz in der Europaischen Union haben, behalten das
Recht, Petitionen an das Parlament zu richten.

Der Petitionsausschuss des Parlaments hat 262 Petitionen im Zusammenhang mit dem Brexit und 25 im Zusammen-
hang mit mutmafllichen Verstofen gegen das Austrittsabkommen erhalten. Welche Probleme haben sich hier offenbart?
Zum einen die Anforderungen des EU Settlement Schemes; das heifit, dass EU-Biirger einen zweiten Antrag an das System
stellen miissen, um das unbefristete Aufenthaltsrecht im Vereinigten Konigreich zu erhalten, ist problematisch und setzt
die Biirger einem groferen Risiko aus, wenn sie ihr Aufenthaltsrecht nicht ausiiben konnen, und das innerhalb der
gesetzlichen Fristen.

Das Vereinigte Konigreich hat sich aus dem Programm Erasmus+ zuriickgezogen und sich entschieden, nicht als Dritt-
partnerland am neuen Programm Erasmus+2021-2027 teilzunehmen, was zulasten von Forschung, Studium, Ausbil-
dung und Austausch fiir junge Leute gehen wiirde. Da wire es eine gute Sache, wenn die Teilnahme des Vereinigten
Konigreichs an EU-Programmen zugunsten junger Menschen in Grofbritannien und der EU im Austausch fiir die erfor-
derlichen finanziellen Verpflichtungen zugelassen werden wiirde. Es gibt also noch einiges zu tun! Packen wir es an,
seien wir optimistisch und losen wir die Probleme im Interesse der Menschen.

Danuta Maria Hiibner, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, Vice-President Sefcovi¢, colleagues, 1 agree with you,
Vice-President, we are at the beginning of a new chapter in the EU-UK relations, this time hopefully based on trust.

With the Windsor framework, we have a set of practical solutions to the implementation of the Northern Ireland
Protocol. The deal will lower the cost of doing business and settle the flow of goods from Great Britain into Northern
Ireland without breaching EU single market rules. It strikes a careful balance between facilitations for the UK and
effective safeguards for the EU single market. It brings the Northern Irish economic, political and civil society stakehol-
ders into the framework.

Now we must set in stone this agreement in principle as soon as possible, and the Commission urgently needs the
mandate to adopt the framework at the next EU-UK joint Committee meeting. I hope that the agreement will open the
path to solving other pending issues and that the Northern Ireland Protocol Bill will be promptly and fully withdrawn,
as promised by the UK Government.

It is noteworthy that the Windsor framework does not address citizens’ rights, which are subject to the withdrawal
agreement and are covered by Pedro Silva Pereira’s implementation report. As of December 2022, under the settlement
scheme, 181 000 EU citizens were still waiting on a decision on their pre-settled status, most of them for more than six
months, uncertain about their immigration status and the reunification of their families.
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It is positive to hear that the UK Home Office will not appeal the UK High Court’s December 2022 ruling, according to
which the Home Office had wrongly interpreted the withdrawal agreement. I hope the Home Office will take all the
necessary steps to swiftly apply the ruling, communicate it effectively to EU citizens and not deprive citizens of their
rights under the withdrawal agreement.

Finally, I hope that the implementation of the UK’s EU Retained Law Bill will not undermine the UK’s obligations under
the withdrawal agreement, including the protocol, and the TCA not damage the enforcement mechanism.

Thijs Reuten, on behalf of the SED Group. — Mr President, colleagues, first off, congratulations, Commissioner Sefcovig,
for an agreement that fully respects the red lines set out by our Parliament. And I appreciate that Mr Sunak also seems
to have broken with the past. For seven long years, his Tory predecessors milked Brexit for cynical political purposes to
the very last drop, and floating more illegal ‘Braverplans’ won't help them now.

Suffice to say that with the UN Refugee Convention in hand, the Illegal Migration Bill truly is illegal. And this is exactly
why the Tories will be trashed in the polls. UK citizens are sick and tired of this kind of fabricated outrage. They want
leadership, and I sincerely hope that Mr Sunak will show such leadership by scrapping also the Retained EU Law Bill in
its current form.

To be very clear, literally nobody in Brussels or in the rest of Europe wants a trade war, and I very much hope the same
goes for London. But taking an axe to workers’ rights, environmental standards and social protection risks ripping out
the very heart of our trade and cooperation agreement.

To the people of Northern Ireland. I want to congratulate them on a very fair agreement. Maturity and flexibility led to
this deal on both sides, and what was delivered is crystal clear evidence that good-faith negotiation always beats Boris
bluster.

The DUP should understand this is the best deal you will ever get, and I urge you to take responsibility, support the
Windsor framework and return to Stormont so we can jump-start our new relationship as partners, as friends to ensure
prosperity and security in Europe for all our citizens.

Nathalie Loiseau, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, cher Maros, le premier
ministre britannique Rishi Sunak a salué avec enthousiasme l'accord politique de Windsor sur I'lrlande du Nord. Je le
comprends, méme si son enthousiasme est peut-étre un peu précoce. Il faut encore que l'accord soit soutenu par le
Parlement britannique et que nous-mémes votions sur plusieurs points importants. Mais enfin, je comprends Rishi
Sunak, car cet accord est susceptible de mettre fin a des années d'incertitude pour la population d’Irlande du Nord
depuis le Brexit, alors méme qu'une majorité de cette population avait voté pour rester dans I'Union européenne.

Cet accord va le plus loin qu'il nous soit possible d’aller. Il va méme tres loin pour limiter les conséquences négatives du
Brexit pour les populations d’Irlande du Nord. On comprend que Rishi Sunak soit content. Dans son enthousiasme, le
premier ministre britannique s'est réjoui que I'lrlande du Nord ait la chance d’avoir acces a la fois au marché britannique
et au marché unique européen. Rishi Sunak a raison, mais derriére son sourire, il y a un terrible aveu. Ce qu'il vante
comme une chance extraordinaire, c'est ce dont disposait tout le Royaume-Uni quand il était membre de 'Union euro-
péenne. Clest ce qu'il a perdu en la quittant.

Terry Reintke, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, this Windsor framework is good news.
It is good news for the people in Northern Ireland. It is good news for the people in the whole of the UK and it is good
news for the people in the European Union.

And it shines a light on the value of trustful cooperation, something that was badly missing from the negotiations
between the EU and the UK, at least from some people in the past. And in the aftermath of the announcement of the
agreement, Rishi Sunak actually praised the unique position of Northern Ireland being part of the UK’s and the EU’s
market.
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And I can only congratulate him for the clarity and insightfulness of his words, because yes, indeed, being part of the
EU single market makes you strong. It means more prosperity, it means less red tape and it means more freedom. And,
if you ask me, if we are being honest, the whole of the UK should actually benefit from these advantages and not only
Northern Ireland.

Colleagues, in a world where we see aggressive autocrats trying to take more power, it is important that democracies
work together, and this agreement is a step into the right direction for that.

Geert Bourgeois, namens de ECR-Fractie. — Voorzitter, collega’s, wij zijn heel tevreden dat er eindelijk een werkbaar
akkoord is voor het Ngord-lers protocol — met een kleine caveat, weliswaar, voor de Stormont-noodrem. Alle dank
gaat naar commissaris Sef¢ovi¢, die het hele proces lang geduldig, flexibel en pragmatisch handelde.

Collega’s, dit akkoord kan een scharniermoment zijn. Ofwel gaat het met het Britse wetsontwerp tot schrapping van
EU-regelgeving de verkeerde kant op, ofwel komen we met de pragmatische eerste minister Sunak tot een hernieuwde
samenwerking in veel domeinen. Ik denk aan Horizon Europe. Ik denk aan energie, migratie, klimaat en defensie. Verder,
een duurzame samenwerking voor een blauwe economie in en rond de Noordzee. En tot slot, collega’s, mijn stok-
paardje: een trilateraal partnerschap EU/VS[VK in de Handels- en Technologieraad.

Kortom, een nieuwe invulling van een oud bondgenootschap.

Gunnar Beck, on behalf of the ID Group. — Mr President, Brexit proved that Article 50 is more than a dead letter and
that, whatever the difficulties, it is possible to leave the EU. The Windsor Agreement too is good news to Eurosceptics. It
shows that playing hardball with the EU may yield dividends. The Windsor Framework limits the jurisdiction of the
European Court of Justice, it creates the unique situation where Northern Ireland is partially in and partially outside the
single market, certain EU rules on VAT and excise duties will still apply, but subject to exceptions governed by UK fiscal
rules, while EU state aid rules are scaled back and won'’t apply to UK subsidies to Northern Irish farmers.

If Belfast can have tailor-made exceptions to EU rules, why not EU Member States?

More importantly, the Northern Irish Assembly will be able to veto new EU rules on customs, goods and agriculture
from applying in Northern Ireland. If Belfast acquires the right to veto new EU regulation, why not full EU Member
States? The Windsor Agreement proves that d la carte association with the EU is possible. Countries may suit themselves
but also reap the benefits of free trade and wider cooperation. All such sensible arrangements require is for the EU and
the French and German Governments to abandon their inflexible obsession with the uniform application of EU law and
their misguided vision of an EU empire, and instead to accept that the EU should return to what it should have always
been: a confederation of independent states which acknowledge their common, as well as divergent, interests.

In 2015, when I was still an academic in Britain, I chose to support Brexit. I thought Britain broadly had a good deal
within the EU, but I was also convinced that the EU, led by Merkel, would press ahead with ever closer union and
further down the road to economic perdition. Exactly that has happened. The EU has become the stagflation zone of
the developed world.

Sadly, in Britain, the situation seems just as dismal. EU enthusiasts blame Brexit. I disagree. In fact, after Brexit, the UK
Government continued to follow EU policies. It deliberately exaggerated the health risks of the corona crisis. It fell prey
to climate hysteria. It failed to curb both mass migration and the woke culture, which stifles rational thinking. The UK
Government has made mistakes, but outside the EU these can be corrected. The Windsor Agreement and recent
attempts to reform UK asylum law are a good start.

Chris MacManus, on behalf of The Left Group. — Mr President, Commissioner Sefcovi¢, colleagues, first we want to
welcome this report and to thank Pedro for all his work.

In all the arguments about checks and controls in the Irish Sea, developments about human rights have got very little
attention. I'm very pleased that the report stresses the importance of Article 2 on the non-diminution of rights. The
language of hostility to human rights by British Government ministers is extremely unhelpful.
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Be clear, the European Convention on Human Rights is the foundation of the Good Friday Agreement. If it does come
to pass that Britain leaves the Convention, they will have to put in place a system whereby those rights continue to
apply in the north of Ireland.

I also welcome recognition of the importance of engagement with the Belfast Assembly. The application of parts of EU
law in the north of Ireland means that their elected representatives have an important role to play in shaping laws that
apply to them.

The European Parliament has an important role in engaging in dialogue with Assembly Members and other stakeholders
in the North. We must formalise a direct relationship between this Parliament and the Assembly. In all the discussions
about Brexit and implementation of the protocol, our priority has been to uphold the Good Friday Agreement.

The Good Friday Agreement is the constitutional framework of the north of Ireland. It gives the same legitimacy to the
idea of a united Ireland as it does to the continuation of the link with Britain. The future constitutional status of Ireland
is for the people of Ireland, north and south, to decide. The Good Friday Agreement has brought 25 years of peace and
progress. There was never any reason to link the restoration of the institutions to the Irish Protocol.

Now that an implementation agreement has been reached in Windsor, there is an onus on the British Government to
move the DUP in the coming weeks, so to restore the assembly and executive without delay. The people of the north of
Ireland deserve no less.

Erng Schaller-Baross (NI). — Mr President, first of all, thank you, Commissioner, for your very constructive words. The
United Kingdom did not leave Europe by Brexit, but only the European Union. ‘Europeanness’ is not measured by
membership in an organisation, but by respecting national self-determination, culture, history and constitutional tradi-
tion — a field in which the United Kingdom has always excelled.

Further to that, it was not the UK who could not keep their EU membership. The EU was unable to keep a powerful
country that remained realistic compared to federalist ideas. We are sad that we lost the UK as a member state, but we
respect the democratic decision of its people.

Now the UK is a natural ally of the European Union and of the European nation states. The EU should conduct a
pragmatic and respectful dialogue towards the UK that is finally worthy of Europe.

David McAllister (PPE). — Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, over the past two years of relations
between the United Kingdom and the European Union were shaped by challenges that have indeed emerged in the
implementation of the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Particularly at a time of serious geopolitical challenges, a stable and trustful cooperation is crucial. For this reason, like
many other colleagues, I welcome the Windsor framework that was announced on 27 February. This is a welcome and
long-awaited step in the right direction which should allow us to open a new chapter in our relationship.

Let me congratulate Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. The agreement
shows that practical and shared solutions to the challenges in the implementation of the Protocol on Ireland and
Northern Ireland can be found. It highlights that joint efforts to find bilateral solutions to mitigate the consequences
of Brexit can ensure stability and predictability for people and businesses in Northern Ireland, while at the same time
maintaining the integrity of our EU single market.

The Windsor framework also reflects the EU’s long-standing commitment to protect the Belfast Good Friday Agreement
in all its parts. The timely implementation of the solutions identified in the Windsor framework is key now. As the
European Parliament, we will deliver on the legislative procedures as quickly as possible.

Let me also thank Vice-President Maro§ Sef¢ovi¢ and his team for the great work and for the excellent cooperation with
Parliament. You can count on our continued support.

ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj 127/151


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1466/oj

LT OL C, 2023 12 15

Domeénec Ruiz Devesa (S&D). — Sefior presidente, gracias al vicepresidente Maro§ Seféovi¢, no solo por su presencia,
sino por haber negociado el Marco de Windsor, que es una norma de interpretaciéon del Protocolo que nos permite salir
de la situacion en la que nos encontrdbamos. Por tanto, enhorabuena. Enhorabuena también, por supuesto, a mi querido
colega Pedro Silva, el ponente del informe sobre la ejecucién del Acuerdo de Retirada.

Yo creo que tenemos que tener en cuenta varios elementos. En primer lugar, tal vez, seguir muy de cerca la utilizacién
en la practica —si es que se utiliza, que esperemos que no— del llamado freno de Stormont, porque es verdad que,
hasta que no lo veamos en la prictica, no podemos calcular exactamente qué consecuencias puede tener su activacion.

También aprovechar el nuevo clima, porque al fin y al cabo este es el debate de las relaciones entre la Unién Europea
y el Reino Unido, para recuperar algunos elementos de cooperacién que en su dfa —Maros, lo recordards— propusimos
en el acuerdo sobre la relacién futura, que en aquel momento el primer ministro Boris Johnson decidié retirar, como la
cooperacion en politica exterior y de seguridad y otros elementos importantes.

También en este sentido, tenemos que expresar nuestra preocupacion con la propuesta de ley migratoria que ha hecho
recientemente el actual primer ministro, respecto de la que ya Ylva Johansson ha declarado que es contraria, obvia-
mente, al Derecho internacional, dada esa intencién de denegar el derecho de asilo a las personas que lleguen por el
canal de la Mancha al Reino Unido, y que tiene implicaciones también en lo que respecta a nuestra politica migratoria.

Barry Andrews (Renew). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues. First of all, congratulations to Commissioner
Sef¢ovi¢ and his team and to all of the interlocutors on achieving the Windsor Framework. It’s a great breakthrough.

I think the next stage is patience, unfortunately, and more patience. We've demonstrated — well, you've demonstrated —
towering patience, I have to say, in the face of very difficult interlocutors from time to time. But we need more patience
so that the political participants in Northern Ireland can take the time to have the discussions necessary in order to fully
understand and clarify the implications of this new framework that is going to create a constitutional architecture in
Northern Ireland that is new. So I think we should demonstrate patience — that’s really important.

There is only one Windsor Framework, but there’s already a number of interpretations of the Windsor Framework. So
one of the things that I will be doing in the next few months is to bring MLAs to Brussels and Strasbourg, under the
heading of common understandings, so that we can proceed from a position of strength to create a prosperous future
for Northern Ireland.

VORSITZ: NICOLA BEER

Vizeprisidentin

Frangois Alfonsi (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, le Brexit a été une mauvaise décision. Elle impacte négativement
I'Union européenne, tout comme elle impacte négativement le Royaume-Uni. Et, au sein du Royaume-Uni, I'Ecosse, le
Pays de Galles et I'Irlande du Nord subissent les conséquences les plus graves de cette décision. Je rappelle que I'Ecosse et
I'rlande du Nord ont voté tres largement contre le Brexit et qu'elles en subissent les conséquences contre leur volonté.

Face a cette situation négative, I'accord de retrait et l'accord de coopération commerciale tels qu'ils ont été négociés sont
les meilleurs garants pour en atténuer les conséquences. Sous la direction de I'ancien premier ministre Boris Johnson, le
Royaume-Uni s'était engagé dans une voie trés négative. La proposition de loi interprétative des accords passés, qui avait
été déposée unilatéralement par le gouvernement britannique, était un trés mauvais signal. L’Accord de Windsor, qui
vient d’étre négocié, prévoit le retrait de ce projet de loi qui dénaturait le protocole sur I'Irlande du Nord. Cétait
absolument nécessaire pour établir la confiance mutuelle dans les négociations.
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Les évolutions positives depuis la prise de responsabilités du nouveau premier ministre Rishi Sunak permettent, si elles
se confirment, de reprendre le fil du dialogue et de prendre en compte durablement les intéréts de I'lrlande. Le rapport
de notre collégue Pedro Silva Pereira a suivi de pres ces évolutions. Le texte final que notre groupe va voter demain situe
bien les enjeux. Aller de l'avant, reconstruire une confiance durable avec les dirigeants britanniques. Et vigilance car,
qu'on le veuille ou non, la relation entre I'Union européenne et le Royaume-Uni depuis le Brexit a durablement changé
de nature.

Michiel Hoogeveen (ECR). — Voorzitter, het Windsor-raamwerk is een nieuw hoofdstuk in de relaties van de EU met
het Verenigd Koninkrijk. Via de groene rijbaan kunnen goederen weer vrij over de lerse Zee verhandeld worden en
vermijden wij een harde grens. Noord-lerland kan weer dezelfde belasting heffen als de rest van het Verenigd
Koninkrijk en we zullen geen berichten meer zien over lege schappen.

De vraag die zich opwerpt is waarom het allemaal zo lang heeft geduurd. Waarom ging de EU nu wel akkoord, akkoord
met een deal waarvan Von der Leyen zei dat deze nooit mogelijk zou zijn? Het laat zien dat zelfs de grootste
EU-federalisten de uitslag van het referendum van 2016 eindelijk hebben geaccepteerd. Het VK is onze bondgenoot,
niet een opstandige provincie. Want wie heeft er nou bezwaar tegen een betere relatie met onze naaste buur en belang-
rijkste handelspartner?

Laat dit de start zijn van een diepe samenwerking met het Verenigd Koninkrijk, van defensieaanbestedingen en wetens-
chappelijk onderzoek tot gelijkwaardigheid in financiéle diensten. Een goede buur is beter dan een verre vriend.

Gilles Lebreton (ID). — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, le droit des peuples a disposer d’eux-mémes est un droit
fondamental. On ne peut pas, sans contradiction, comme l'a fait 'Union européenne, en défendre le principe tout en
interdisant au peuple britannique d’en bénéficier. Le peuple britannique a décidé en 2016, par référendum, de quitter
'Union européenne. C'est son choix souverain qu’il faut respecter.

Je regrette que, comme la Commission, le Parlement européen n’ait pas cessé depuis de stigmatiser le Royaume-Uni,
comme il le fait encore dans le rapport Silva Pereira. Le paragraphe deux de ce rapport affirme par exemple avec une
certaine acrimonie que, je cite: «Le Brexit s'est révélé préjudiciable pour toutes les parties concernées et plus encore pour
le Royaume-Uniy.

Or, j'estime que le Parlement européen n'a pas a juger de ce qui est bon ou non pour ce pays. Cest la l'affaire du peuple
britannique. Soyons plutdt positif et allons de I'avant. Ce qui importe, c’est de voir si I'accord de retrait de 2020 a été
convenablement appliqué. A cet égard, le pessimisme du rapport me semble déplacé pour deux raisons. D’abord parce
quil met volontairement l'accent sur les difficultés d'application plutdt que sur les succes. Les difficultés d’application
était inévitable. I ne fallait pas espérer quon arrive a régler en deux ans tous les problemes générés par un accord de
retrait aussi complexe.

Ce qui compte, c'est que les succes sont incontestables. Le Royaume-Uni a par exemple bel et bien mis en place un statut
de résident permanent pour certains ressortissants de 'Union, comme il s’y était engagé. Autre exemple de succes,
I'Autorité de controle indépendante fonctionne et a méme exercé un recours devant la justice britannique, qui a débou-
ché sur une condamnation d’'une mauvaise application de l'accord par le gouvernement du Royaume-Uni.

La deuxiéme raison pour laquelle le pessimisme du rapport est déplacé tient au cadre de Windsor, qui vient de démentir
ses sombres analyses sur I'Irlande du Nord. Cet accord gagnant-gagnant préserve le marché commun de I'Union tout en
répondant aux légitimes inquiétudes du Royaume-Uni de deux fagons. D’abord, en créant des corridors verts qui lui
permettront d’exporter de Grande-Bretagne des marchandises destinées uniquement a I'lrlande du Nord, avec des forma-
lités administratives réduites. Ensuite, en instituant un frein d'urgence permettant au gouvernement britannique, a la
demande du Parlement de Belfast, d'empécher 'application en Irlande du Nord de certaines nouvelles dispositions de
'Union.

Un seul point me semble en définitive encore poser probleme, il porte sur la compétence de la Cour de justice de
I'Union, mal acceptée par le Royaume-Uni, qu'il serait sans doute préférable de remplacer par un tribunal arbitral spé-
cialisé sur I'rlande du Nord.
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Zeljana Zovko (PPE). - Madam President, it's very strange, after so many years being a student in the UK and after
Erasmus also, to discuss this famous agreement that has been reached, the Windsor Agreement. Well done,
Commissioner Sef¢ovi¢, to you and your team, and I hope that we will continue on this path with the other files that
we have on microstates, because everyone is looking to what we are doing with the UK.

After so many years, it's quite sad that we are also discussing the peace agreement, the Good Friday Agreement, and well
done to all those who contributed so that we no longer have to fear a hard border. I lived in London during the years
when this instability caused many fears, and I think this is the greatest achievement that President von der Leyen has
achieved with Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. This is something that we should praise at the European Parliament after the
sad fact that the UK has left us.

So, on behalf of the Cult Committee, we will be doing and assessing the damage that has left on all those who are not
privileged and who were beneficiaries of Erasmus exchanges. And we need to build bridges in the future with the UK,
with their students and also with our young people. These damages in the future can be enormous if we don'’t return to
Erasmus. That's something to be discussed in the future.

Bernd Lange (S&D). - Madam President, the famous movie Belfast and the music of Van Morrison is really giving a
wonderful impression of feeling about the situation in Northern Ireland. You know from this movie, but also from the
discussion we had so far, how important it is to de-escalate. Thanks a lot, Maros, for de-escalating, for your patience, for
engagement, because a trade war is really not in the interest of anybody.

Van Morrison is singing, ‘Don’t look back to the days of yesterday. You cannot live in the past.’ I hope that this
agreement is really a door open more for the future. We will have the revision of the TCA in 2025. We will discuss
the Erasmus accession of the United Kingdom. We have to discuss the financial services, the fish agreement and so on.

Perhaps it's really now a better way for the future, for better cooperation between the EU and the United Kingdom.
Van Morrison is singing at the beginning of the movie, ‘Coming down to joy.” Perhaps we can sing along with him one
day.

Sandro Gozi (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, les engagements pris doivent étre tous tenus, pacta sunt servanda. Sur
ces points, jusqua aujourd’hui, cher Vice-président de la Commission européenne, nous avons été fort décus par nos
amis d’outre-Manche. Grice a l'accord de Windsor, nous pouvons tourner la page sans la déchirer. Vous avez dit way
forward? Tres bien. Ceest une tres bonne nouvelle, notamment pour les citoyens britanniques, qui subissent de plein fouet
tous les effets négatifs du Brexit. Un point d’attention cependant.

Cela doit étre une bonne nouvelle aussi pour la plus grande réalisation européenne qui est le marché unique. L’Accord
de Windsor, a travers ce quon appelle le Stormont brake, donne la possibilité a 30 députés d'Irlande du Nord de
s'opposer a l'application dans leur province d’'une loi européenne. 1l sagit d'une procédure exceptionnelle congue sur le
modele de T'accord de paix de 98 et qui ne peut par conséquent créer aucun précédent dans le reste du marché unique.

Ceest une autre preuve bien concréte de notre volonté d’établir une nouvelle relation avec nos amis britanniques, qui doit
étre toujours basée sur une confiance mutuelle.

Anna Cavazzini (Verts/ALE). — Madam Presidegt, the announcement of the Windsor framework was a relief, and [ can
only join the colleagues who congratulated Mr Sef¢ovi¢. Thank you very much for the past years of your very patient
negotiations.

I think all of us remember the last two years of political attacks against the protocol by those who negotiated and signed
it on the UK side, and we lost so much time and trust. What is now on the table, I think, is really an acceptable deal.
People in Northern Ireland will be able to get their English bread or frozen sausages with minimum overhead for
traders. Northern Irish manufacturers will be able to get machine parts or ingredients from Great Britain and sell
finished products everywhere in the UK, but also in our internal market.
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Of course, simplifications require protections. And I also say this as Chair of the Internal Market Committee. The EU
access to customs data and our ability to suspend some of the simplifications in case they disfunction is crucial for
protecting our single market. In that sense, the new arrangements are clear improvements compared to the current
situations where little or no control happened at the entry doors of our single market.

Inma Rodriguez-Pifiero (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, quiero empezar expresando mi satisfaccion y la de mi grupo por
el acuerdo alcanzado. Gracias, vicepresidente Sefcovi¢, por conseguir una via de entendimiento, por cumplir con lo
acordado y superar las tensiones y desafios derivados de la implementacién del Protocolo de Irlanda del Norte.
Confiemos en que la magnifica historia de cooperacion entre el Reino Unido y el resto de Europa no vuelva a truncarse
y continte en el futuro.

Una vez superado el bloqueo politico inicial, debemos centrarnos en mantener la coherencia regulatoria, vital para la
fortaleza del mercado tinico europeo y britinico. Sabemos que el Brexit y el incumplimiento de los compromisos en
nada han beneficiado a la economia y la politica britdnicas, que han sufrido un gran deterioro y desprestigio, ni a los
ciudadanos, que han padecido la pérdida de empleos y el desabastecimiento de productos, fenémenos acentuados por la
COVID y la guerra.

En todos ellos hay que pensar para seguir desarrollando la buena relacién, coordinacién y cooperacién que pretende el
Marco de Windsor. Y en este sentido, le pido, sefior vicepresidente, si es posible, que especifiquen el nuevo mecanismo
de emergencia del freno de Stormont. El Reino Unido y la Unién Europea somos aliados y amigos, y en los tiempos que
corren esto es muy valioso.

Samira Rafaela (Renew). — Madam President, so I think many of us would agree still that Brexit was a strategic,
political and economic mistake. It was expected to have a negative impact on our trade, on our companies, on our
jobs and on our people. But we need to move forward. And therefore the Windsor framework will give now economic
security for a lot of people who were waiting for this security.

So I would like to applaud also the European Commission for doing so much and putting so much effort in it, because
we need to make sure that we have effective trade and economic relationships now with the UK. We need to keep
working together to make sure that we can face the new geopolitical challenges in the world. And we also need to make
sure that we stick to the rules.

And this is exactly why we need a framework, this is exactly why we need an agreement. I am pretty sure that we can
work on sustainable trade relations, that we can work on the creation of more jobs — green, fair, responsible. But we
need to make sure that we stick to the rules and that we will keep having these dialogues to make sure that we can do
this together effectively with the UK.

Beatrice Covassi (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, saluto e ringrazio anch’io il Vicepresidente Maro$
Seféovi¢. E un onore prendere la parola per la prima volta in quest’Aula, da questo luogo, la casa di tutti i cittadini
europei

Voglio ricordare I'importanza di difendere il nostro bene pit prezioso, essere parte del progetto europeo, unica garanzia
di benessere e prosperita per le generazioni future. La triste parabola della Brexit ci insegna quanto possano essere gravi
e negativi gli esiti di una politica irresponsabile basata su fake news e un'ideologia antieuropea.

I recenti accordi di Windsor sulle regole commerciali in Irlanda del Nord rilanciano i rapporti bilaterali, dopo anni di
clima negativo che ho respirato anch’io da diplomatica dell'Unione europea a Londra. Si apre, ora, una nuova pagina, ma
dobbiamo rimanere vigilanti sia sui diritti dei cittadini europei nel Regno Unito, sia sugli sviluppi legislativi come il
progetto di legge Retained EU law che rischia di creare nuove regole divergenti e barriere commerciali.

Onorevoli colleghi io faro la mia parte in qualita di membro della nuova Assemblea parlamentare EU-UK. Lavoriamo
insieme per favorire il dialogo e costruire ponti in una prospettiva che vogliamo continuare a sognare come comure.

Charles Goerens (Renew). — Madame la présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, le rapport d’exécution est a la fois une
évaluation de la maniere dont se sont accommodés tant le Royaume-Uni que 'Union européenne de leur séparation, et
une démonstration par 'absurde d'une situation dans laquelle nous ont manoeuvrés les populistes.
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En clair, le rapport confirme la situation perdant-perdant créée par le Brexit. Le Parlement européen a eu raison des le
début d’opter pour une stratégie de limitation des dégats. Néanmoins, I'absurdité atteint son paroxysme lorsque des
citoyens européens ne pouvant présenter un visa de travail aux autorités sont immobilisés dans des centres de rétention.
Quelle régression! A ce stade, des comportements analogues du coté de 'Union européenne ne sont pas signalés.
Espérons qu'il en sera encore ainsi pour les années a venir.

Autre preuve de la régression, la perturbation des chaines d’approvisionnement. Au moment ott 'Occident devrait faire
preuve de cohésion, nous sommes davantage occupés a colmater les bréches plutdt que de nous concentrer sur les défis
communs. Un dernier mot sur le Windsor Framework, négocié aprés I'adoption de notre rapport par AFCO. Cet accord
tient compte des impératifs de la realpolitik certes. Le Stormont brake, toutefois, devrait rester une exception absolue, ne
pouvant en aucun cas créer un précédent susceptible de polluer les débats des accords ultérieurs.

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, 20 years ago, the Good Friday Agreement was signed.
This major step will be commemorated with the importance it deserves.

Sadly, for more than a year now, the Assembly in Northern Ireland has not been sitting. In its absence, citizens in
Northern Ireland have struggled to access health care and financial support for energy bills. Polling shows that those
in favour of restoring the Assembly in Northern Ireland and those who support the Windsor framework are young
people and women. But because of the institutions not fully functioning, young people and women are also among
those seriously affected by the lack of access to basic care and by inflated energy prices.

What matters most to people in Northern Ireland, as everywhere else in Europe, is everyday issues. As often is the case,
when identity politics are instrumentalized and take up all the political space, it comes at the cost of people’s needs. This
is not only about the relationship between the EU and the UK. We also must consider the rights of citizens in Northern
Ireland. The EU has a responsibility to protect the Good Friday Agreement, to prioritize the rights of citizens and to
contribute to maintaining peace and democracy on the island of Ireland.

Maros Seféovi€, Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, first and foremost, allow me to express my grati-
tude for the support you express for the Windsor Framework, for all the kind words to the teams and to myself. I
cannot underscore how important it was to feel the support of this House, to be absolutely clear that we have unified
European support, of all the institutions, the Member States, the pursuit of the best possible solution in the negotiations
with the UK, and to be able to contact you, to be in touch with you and also to share with you the negative and positive
news, because we had them quite a lot over the last two years.

I think that today we are all referring to a very important achievement, represented in the Windsor Framework. But
before I get to that, I would just like to respond to one of the first interventions we heard today, from Mr Jahr and Ms
Hiibner, because it concerns our citizens and I know their rights are important to you. I would like to assure you that
they are very, very important for us as well. To make it clear: if it comes to the issue of pre-settled to settled status, it
was rightly pointed out that the UK High Court has ruled that this formality was unlawful. And the Commission, as you
know, has joined these proceedings next to the UK Independent Monitoring Authority. The good news is that the UK
Home Office will not appeal this decision and will implement the ruling, as Ms Hiibner just said. And I think this is the
good news, but we know that there are still some issues which need our vigilant approach. They will have it, and I can
assure you that, for us, the rights of citizens will always remain a priority.

Several honourable Members have been saying that this new way forward in the frame of the new Windsor Framework
will allow us to open a new chapter in our EU-UK relationship and that this would be a relationship which will be based
on mutual trust. This was expressed by Ms Reintke and Ms Loiseau. I believe that this relationship will be driven by
cooperation, which is rightfully so important for two such important neighbours, partners, allies and trade partners as
well. And I think that through this common approach and through that new way of resolving the issues, we are creating
new opportunities and, I hope, a prosperous future also for Northern Ireland, because we've been working very hard on
how we can even improve and make stronger the involvement of the Northern Ireland stakeholders in the dealings of
the Protocol. I think that from the last year of getting familiar with the day-to-day issues, understanding better the
demands, the problems, the issues which need to be solved, this has been very helpful for the last, very important
chapters of these negotiations. I believe that through close cooperation with the UK Government, we found the right
responses to these issues. And I believe that this new approach, the joint solution and this close cooperation, will also
guide us when we discuss new areas for future cooperation. Mr Kelly, Mr Bourgeois, Mr Lange, Ms Covassi just high-
lighted some of the areas where close allies and good neighbours should go, and we would of course explore all of
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them.

I would like to thank Ms Cavazzini for highlighting the importance of the Windsor Framework, but also for undersco-
ring the importance of the single market and the fact that what we did was to look for new modern technology for
data-sharing, for the possibility of remote checks, to really look for out-of-the-box solutions which would guarantee, on
the one hand, the integrity of the single market and, on the other, would do it in an efficient way. I believe that we have
achieved that.

To conclude, once again, I would like to thank all the colleagues in the House for their close cooperation, for their
support. [ would like to thank Mr Pereira for his report. Of course, our relationship with the United Kingdom is massive,
so I am sure there will be a lot of issues to talk about. There will be a lot of discussions about the future cooperation,
and [ am very much looking forward to it. But thank you very much for all your supportive remarks.

Pedro Silva Pereira, rapporteur. — Madam President, I thank you and our colleagues for your support and the shadow
rapporteurs for their cooperation. Despite the continuous resentment of some Eurosceptics here and radical Brexiteers
on the other side of the channel, the positive tone of this debate shows that for this Parliament, time is come for
cooperation, not confrontation.

Building on our common history and on our common values, we must be able to build with the UK a strong partner-
ship to meet the common challenges we face from the war in Ukraine, the related challenges on defence, security and
geopolitical issues, the energy crisis, the supply chain disruptions, climate change, migration, you name it.

The confrontation against the EU is not only dangerous for the stability in Northern Ireland, it is also simply absurd
from the point of view of our common economic interests. So I hope that in the near future we can talk a little bit
more about the Trade and Cooperation agreement and a bit less about the withdrawal agreement.

For that to happen, of course, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has to secure sufficient political support in the UK and
probably also in Northern Ireland. But one thing is certain: this is a great opportunity, it cannot be wasted.

Die Prisidentin. — Die gemeinsame Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Die Abstimmung findet morgen, Mittwoch, 15. Mirz 2023, statt.

Schriftliche Erklarungen (Artikel 171 GO)

Sara Cerdas (S&D), por escrito. — Trés anos apds a entrada em vigor do Acordo de Saida do Reino Unido, o Parlamento
Europeu apresenta o primeiro balanco sobre a sua implementagio, incluindo o recente acordo-quadro de Windsor.

Desde o Acordo de Saida que os direitos dos cidaddos sempre foram uma prioridade para o Parlamento Europeu. Este
tem manifestado preocupacio sobre a falta de apoio a pessoas vulnerdveis com dificuldades em gerir os procedimentos
digitais estabelecidos pelas autoridades do Reino Unido. Verifica-se que um ndmero elevado de cidaddos da UE apenas
obtiveram o chamado «estatuto pré-estabelecido», e que terdo de candidatar-se novamente para regularizar o seu estatuto
de residente permanente, o que pode conduzir a uma «perda automatica e ilegal dos seus direitos». Esta situagdo afeta
milhares de cidaddos provenientes de paises como Portugal, em especial das regides ultraperiféricas, que se fixaram no
territrio britinico a procura de trabalho.

Melhorias importantes ainda precisam ser feitas para salvaguardar os direitos dos cidaddos, em especial para disponibi-
lizar maior seguranca juridica aos cidaddos da UE e do Reino Unido e as suas familias.
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Laszl6 Trocsinyi (NI), irdsban. — Mér elmdlt hdrom éve, hogy az Egyesiilt Kirdlysdg elhagyta az eurdpai integriciét. A
szigetorszag hidnydt gyakran érezziik, azonban dllampolgarai demokratikusan meghozott dontését fdjdalommal tisztelet-
ben tartjuk. A kilépés 6ta eltelt évek szdmos nehézséget hoztak magukkal. Nem csak egy tagillam elvesztése, de Gjabb és
Gjabb kihivasok tették probdra az Eurdpai Unidt. A targyalt jelentés célja az emlitett harom év tapasztalatainak dttekin-
tése lenne. A reflexid lehet6vé tenné, hogy levonjuk a kovetkeztetéseket az j egytittmiikodés gyakorlati vonatkozdsairdl,
illetve hogy megtaldljuk a mddjit annak, hogy miképp tudunk ebben a nehéz helyzetben is a kordbbi fesziiltségek
ellenére szorosabban egyiittmiikodni.

Sajnélatos, hogy a jelentéstevd szdndéka jelentGsen eltér az Egyesiilt Kirdlysdg és az Eurdpai Unié kozotti jo kapcsolatok
apolasat6l. Mikozben a Bizottsag konstruktiv tirgyaldsos megallapoddsra jutott az Egyesiilt Kirdlysdg kormdnydval, az
Eurépai Parlament partpolitikai okokbdl kdrhoztatja a szigetorszdgot. Ahelyett, hogy a Parlament 6rommel tidvozolné az
északir jegyz6konyvvel kapcsolatos elvi politikai megallapodds megsziiletését és az Unid és az Egyesiilt Kiralysdg kozotti
fesziiltségek tdrgyaldsos Gton val6 rendezését, a Parlament kritikdkat fogalmaz meg az Egyesiilt Kirdlysdggal szemben és
akaddlyozza a nézeteltérések békés rendezését. Az Eurdpai Parlament — mint dltaldban — tandri szerepben szeretne
tiindokolni ahelyett, hogy ebben az esetben a hallgatds lehet8ségéhez folyamodott volna.

Tom Vandenkendelaere (PPE), schriftelijk. — Onder voorbehoud van verwachte bevestiging door de Raad, maakt het
akkoord dat onlangs werd bereikt tussen de Europese Commissie en de Britse regering — het zogenaamde Windsor-kader
— de volledige uitvoering van het terugtrekkingsakkoord en de handels- en samenwerkingsovereenkomst mogelijk. We
juichen dit akkoord toe. Het opent vele perspectieven voor de nieuwe betrekkingen tussen de EU en het VK. De handels-
en samenwerkingsovereenkomst heeft immers veel potentieel, dat in het belang van beide partners zo goed mogelijk
moet worden aangesproken, weliswaar met inachtneming van twee rode lijnen die door de Commissie werden ver-
woord: de overeenkomst mag zelf niet worden veranderd en er kunnen geen nieuwe initiatieven worden genomen die
niet reeds voorzien zijn in de overeenkomst.

Ik ben erg ingenomen met de uitzondering die in toepassing van deze laatste regel wordt gemaakt voor een bijkomende
structurele samenwerking op het gebied van buitenlands beleid, met inbegrip van veiligheids- en defensiebeleid. Het
belang hiervan heb ik al meermaals beklemtoond, en dat daar nu de nodige bedding voor wordt gecreéerd, verdient
alle aandacht en ondersteuning. In het licht van de huidige geopolitieke context en van de uitdagingen en dreigingen
waar we op wereldschaal mee worden geconfronteerd, spreekt dit initiatief duidelijk genoeg voor zichzelf.

20. ES ir Arménijos santykiai (diskusijos)

Die Prisidentin. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber den Bericht von Andrey Kovatchev
im Namen des Ausschusses fiir auswirtige Angelegenheiten tiber die Beziehungen zwischen der EU und Armenien
(2021/2230(INI)) (A9-0036/2023).

Andrey Kovatchev, rapporteur. — Madam President, dear colleagues, Commissioner, tomorrow in the context of the
ongoing three-month long blockade of the Lachin corridor, we will vote in the European Parliament on the report on
EU-Armenia relations. I have proposed amendments to reflect the cutting of this vital connection with Armenia, which
is worsening the humanitarian crisis for the population of Nagorno-Karabakh.

I urge Azerbaijan to take all possible measures to ensure unrestricted movement of persons, vehicles and cargo along the
Lachin corridor in both directions. This is the decision also taken by the International Court of Justice on 22 February
this year.

In addition to this first comment, the report we are going to vote on tomorrow transmits a number of important
messages. We reiterate the principles of the United Nations Charter and the OSCE Helsinki Final Act, namely the non-
use of force, the territorial integrity and the equal rights of self-determination of people. Only the full respect of all these
principles can lead to a peaceful resolution of the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
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I am very sad to see that the Minsk Group failure to lead for a reliable solution. We stick for decades to the format and
we must finally admit its failure. Two of the main principles of this basic principle were violated. Force was used and
there was no will to respect the self-determination of people.

We cannot consider Russia as a fair facilitator, but only as a regime that wants to keep and increase Armenia’s
dependence on it for as long as possible. In the report, we call on Armenia to consider diversifying its security partner-
ship and move away from its reliance on Russia, where Putin’s regime has demonstrated it cannot be a trusted partner.

I welcome the establishment of the EU mission in Armenia after a successful EU monitoring capacity between 20
October and 19 December 2022. To make full use of the strong EU engagement, I would like to urge Azerbaijan to
allow the EU mission access to its side of the border as well. This is an important confidence-building step between the
two countries. A key element is a reliable international guarantee for the future of the Armenians living in
Nagorno-Karabakh, in the area of security, social life, religious freedom, education, among others.

The other important aspects for a peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan are: the process of border delimitation and
demarcation; the signature of a peace treaty; the establishment of a transport link between Lachin and the western
regions of Azerbaijan; the release of all remaining Armenian prisoners, both military and civilians; the prevention of
any future destruction of cultural heritage; and the agreement to refrain from using hate speech and violent rhetoric,
especially at the highest level of state and government.

It is important also to mention and welcome the steps towards normalisation of relations between Armenia and Turkey,
including through the act of solidarity of Armenia in relation to the tragic earthquake which hit Turkey and Syria on 6
February. In the text of the report, we also welcome the entry into force of the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and
Enhanced Partnership Agreement and encourage Armenia to continue working towards its full implementation.

We also note the progress made by Armenia in reforming the judiciary, carrying out constitutional and police reform, as
well as working together with the EU on a wide range of fields of cooperation with Europol, the European Migration
Network, Horizon Europe, Erasmus+, Creative Europe. We call for the completion of the process of visa liberalisation
between the EU and Armenia in order to support people-to-people contacts, closer bilateral ties and reform processes.

The section on human rights and fundamental freedoms includes provision of gender equality, combating violence
against women and protection of LGBTIQ community. I would like also to raise another point related to members of
the opposition parties in Armenia. It is always questionable when members of the opposition are denied the possibility
to participate in meetings of the European parties to which they are affiliated.

Let me finish by thanking my colleagues for the great cooperation on this report, and I look forward to a fruitful
discussion today.

Olivér Virhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of this House, let me thank the
rapporteur, Mr Kovatchev, and all the Members who have contributed to the report on EU-Armenia relations that we are
discussing today.

Your report provides a good overview of the challenges the country faces. Armenia is a country that has suffered double
crises: the 2020 war and the COVID pandemic. Moreover, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Armenia finds itself in
a difficult position, having to rely for its security on a country that is carrying out an unprovoked aggression against its
neighbour.

In this context, Armenia is looking towards the European Union as a fundamental partner. Given steady progress on
reforms in democracy, fundamental freedoms, rule of law, and the fight against corruption, Armenia deserves our full
support. Our Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agreement is the blueprint for Armenia’s domestic reforms
agenda. It has now been fully enforced for over two years. The Economic and Investment plan has the potential to
mobilise around EUR 2.6 billion in private investments. It is already delivering in Armenia through developing green
connectivity, energy efficiency, as well as supporting SMEs and socio-economic development. Of course, as your report
rightly points out, much still needs to be done when it comes to the functioning of the justice sector, the fight against
discrimination, gender equality, but also protection of vulnerable groups and to tackle foreign disinformation. We have
an in-depth, regular dialogue with the Armenian authorities on all these issues.
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The report also calls to further enhance EU Armenia economic and trade relations. The EU-Armenia, but also Armenia-
Russia trade flows have increased several fold since the EU imposed additional sanctions on Russia. While we welcome
our more intensive exchanges with Armenia, due to its geographic location it is also one of the partner countries with
which we intend to cooperate more closely with the aim to prevent the circumvention of sanctions.

The EU is also actively involved in facilitating dialogue between Armenia and Azerbaijjan. We remain committed to
continue acting as an honest broker to help achieve the common goal of a secure, prosperous and peaceful South
Caucasus for the benefit of all of its people. The President of the European Council, supported by the EEAS and our
special representative has personally invested in this. We also have regular contacts with the ministers of foreign affairs
of both countries on this.

The leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan should use the historic opportunity to solve this conflict for good and return to
the substantial dialogue, as many important questions need still to be solved urgently. One such urgent issue is the
obstruction of movement in the Lachin corridor. Since the beginning of December, the EU has mobilised all diplomatic
efforts to solve this situation. The ongoing restrictions to freedom of movement and to the supply of vital goods are
causing serious distress for the local population. As the deadly incident of the 5 March showed, the situation in this area
is flammable.

Finally, I would like to mention the fully-fledged civilian CSDP mission that the EU has established in Armenia since
January. Among others, the mission observes and reports on the security situation on the ground. This is yet another
concrete and essential element in the EU’s effort to support the peace process between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Frangois-Xavier Bellamy, au nom du groupe PPE. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collegues, le
peuple arménien traverse aujourd’hui une menace existentielle. Ce soir, cela fait 92 jours, 92 jours que les Arméniens du
Haut-Karabakh doivent vivre sans pouvoir sortir de leur enclave, privés de tout, privés d’alimentation, de ravitaillement,
de gaz pour se chauffer, privés d’éducation pour leurs enfants. 92 jours que le monde reste bien silencieux. Et 'Europe
en particulier.

Evidemment, les choses se sont améliorées grace au travail qui a précédé ce rapport. Nous condamnons avec fermeté, le
Parlement le dit clairement, cette menace existentielle organisée par I'Azerbaidjan un siecle aprés un génocide que le
dictateur azéri continue encore de nier, un siécle aprés un génocide, il est temps que I'Europe se tienne aux cotés du
peuple arménien.

La mission européenne, vous l'avez dit, Monsieur le Commissaire, envoyée pour protéger les frontiéres de I'Arménie,
pour vérifier qu'elles ne seront plus 'objet de ces infractions répétées, de ces attaques meurtriéres, cette mission est aussi
un signe que I'Europe prend conscience de sa responsabilité. Mais il faut aller plus loin. Tout n’a pas été fait. Et il est
temps enfin de sanctionner le régime azéri qui se rend coupable de ces crimes contre le droit international et les
principes essentiels de 'humanité.

Chers collegues, lorsque nous disons cela, on nous accuse parfois de défendre I'Arménie, de défendre un camp contre un
autre. Mais nous ne défendons pas '’Arménie, nous défendons la justice, nous défendons les principes du droit interna-
tional, nous défendons la sécurité de 'Europe elle-méme. Car si ces principes sont mis a mal, alors nous sommes tous en
danger. Ce n’est pas nous qui défendons '’Arménie, c’est 'Arménie qui défend tout ce a quoi nous tenons et nous lui
devons bien ce soutien qu’il est temps enfin de lui apporter clairement.

Robert HajSel, on behalf of the S§D Group. — Madam President, dear Commissioner, several times already we have
strongly condemned large-scale military aggression by Azerbaijan against Armenian people. Now we have to urge both
sides of the conflict, especially Azerbaijani authorities, to respect the principle of territorial integrity and to refrain from
any hostile rhetoric. We call on both sides to proceed without any further delay with the negotiation on a peace treaty
towards reaching long and lasting, sustainable peace.
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The ongoing blockade of Lachin corridors since last December is complicated, but it's more than complicating the lives
of 100 000 people in the region. The most recent deadly incident, ten days ago, contributed to further escalation and
requires proper investigation. Immediate action from Azerbaijani authorities is needed to remove any obstacles in free-
dom of movement along the corridor.

I hope that the recent deployment of a new EU mission to Armenia with a stronger mandate will contribute to peace
and stability in the region. I fully understand Armenia’s challenging geopolitical situation, but many challenges stand in
front of the courageous Armenian people in the upcoming years, especially in terms of reforms. I hope that it will be
the EU and not Turkey or Russia or Iran who will play a more active role in the region in the upcoming years, and that
we can continue with the deepening of a constructive cooperation.

Nathalie Loiseau, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, depuis plus de 90 jours, I'Azerbaidjan bloque l'acces
au Haut-Karabakh, coupant du monde 120 000 personnes. La Cour internationale de justice a enjoint a 'Azerbaidjan de
mettre fin au blocus. Il n'en a rien fait. Depuis sept mois, les troupes de Bakou occupent des terres arméniennes. La
mission d’observation de 'Union européenne s’est déployée, mais les villageois arméniens sont inquiets.

Et pourtant, le gouvernement d’Erevan a proposé un plan de paix au président de 'Azerbaidjan, qui a répondu par de
nouvelles menaces. Depuis 1915, la Turquie refuse de reconnaitre le génocide des Arméniens. De plus, le régime
d’Ankara aide celui de Bakou. Et pourtant, dés les premiers jours qui ont suivi le terrible séisme qu’a connu la Turquie,
I'Arménie y a envoyé de laide.

Depuis 2020, la Russie est censée venir en aide a 'Arménie et pourtant elle ne fait rien. Sans doute, le choix démocra-
tique de I'’Arménie déplait & Moscou. Parler de 'Arménie, c’est parler trop souvent de ce qui la menace. On devrait aussi
parler de son courage. On devrait surtout moins parler et agir davantage pour aider un pays qui regarde vers nous et qui
a besoin de nous.

Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, Armenia
is a remarkable European country surrounded by foes, geographically isolated, and struggling with an armed conflict,
losing lives every day, and still its democracy is thriving. However, Armenia’s bright future will be built on the shaky
ground of its tragic past and a difficult present. As an eye-for-an-eye leaves everyone behind, there is no other option for
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict but a peaceful solution. We cannot abandon the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh who
are under constant threat of ethnic cleansing. Atrocities of the past can never justify atrocity in the future. Armenians
and Azerbaijanis need to relearn how to live peacefully, and the EU is here to help to rebuild bridges and trust.
Armenians understand perfectly that the Russian led CSTO only serves Russia and nobody else. It isn’t in Putin’s
interest to see a peaceful Caucasus. All he wants is a military excuse to keep his boots on the ground in Armenia and
Azerbaijan. If peace is in the Caucasus is what Putin is afraid of, then it is peace he should get. Thank you very much to
our rapporteur and all the shadows who had contributed to this report.

Charlie Weimers, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, firstly, I would like to congratulate the rapporteur on
an excellent report which clearly distinguishes between aggressor and victim.

Azerbaijan’s hostile acts continue unabated. The reopening of the Lachin corridor, blockaded by so-called environmental
activists from Azerbaijan, is paramount. Baku insists that ‘the legitimate demands of the representative of the
Azerbaijani civil society should be heard and fulfilled.

Colleagues, don’t be fooled. There is no thing as a civil society independent from the state in an authoritarian dictators-
hip. In light of the Russia-led CSTO abandonment of Armenia, I welcome Armenia’s commitment to CEPA as well as
the EU civilian mission.

Colleagues, I stand with justice and peace. I stand with Armenia.

Gilles Lebreton, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, monsieur le Commissaire, chers collégues, le conflit dans
la région du Haut-Karabakh doit étre résolu par la diplomatie et non par les armes. L'Azerbaidjan doit mettre fin a ses
actes de blocus et de harcelement et privilégier la négociation que lui propose 'Arménie. Un traité de paix est a portée
de main si I'Azerbaidjan accepte d'accorder des garanties raisonnables pour assurer la sécurité et les droits des
Arméniens du Haut-Karabakh.
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Ces garanties pourraient notamment inclure I'établissement d’une zone démilitarisée autour de cette région ou une
présence internationale dans le territoire peuplé d’Arméniens. Il est regrettable que I'Azerbaidjan considére que la ques-
tion des droits et de la sécurité des Arméniens vivant dans le Haut-Karabakh releve exclusivement de ses affaires inté-
rieures. Cette attitude intransigeante confirme hélas les craintes des services de renseignement américains qui pensent
que ce pays s'appréte a lancer une nouvelle offensive militaire contre 'Arménie, comme elle I'a déja fait en septembre
dernier. Cest aussi ce que pense le premier ministre de I'Arménie, qui vient aujourd’hui méme d’inviter les observateurs
de I'Union européenne a la vigilance dans I'espoir de I'éviter.

Face a cette situation, les Etats membres de 'Union européenne doivent apporter sans ambiguité leur soutien 2
I'Arménie, qui est ici la victime contre I'Azerbaidjan, qui est I'agresseur. Cest d'autant plus nécessaire que le peuple
arménien est historiquement et culturellement un peuple européen qui s'est battu vaillamment contre I'expansionnisme
de 'Empire ottoman et qui a payé trés cher son esprit de résistance. Victime d'un génocide de la part des Turcs en 1915,
il est ensuite passé sous le joug soviétique. Redevenue indépendante en 1991 a la chute de 'URSS, I'Arménie ne doit pas
étre abandonnée par 'Union européenne face a l'offensive de 'Azerbaidjan soutenue par la Turquie. La solidarité euro-
péenne doit jouer au profit de I'Arménie.

Hervé Juvin (NI). - Madame la présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, merci de cette session qui traite un sujet majeur.
Les Arméniens sont inquiets. Dans ce Parlement qui se mobilise massivement en faveur de I'Ukraine, la rhétorique
militaire de 'Azerbaidjan est insupportable.

Elle est insupportable parce quen effet, 'Arménie regarde vers I'Europe. Les liens culturels, les liens sociétaux, les liens
historiques avec I'Europe sont majeurs. Dans le méme temps, nous devons refuser toute hypocrisie. J'entends beaucoup
parler du gaz de I'Azerbaidjan. Nous ne nous faisons pas d’illusions. Le gaz de 'Azerbaidjan, c'est du gaz russe. Et les
relations que certains pays européens veulent développer avec I'Azerbaidjan, c’est un excellent moyen de contourner les
sanctions contre la Russie.

Ne nous faisons pas non plus d’illusions, si I'Union européenne le reconnait, de grands pays mondiaux comme la
Grande-Bretagne ne reconnaissent pas le génocide arménien. 1l est urgent aujourd’hui de considérer que la tentation et
la volonté de 'Azerbaidjan de créer un corridor a Syunik avec la Turquie est une menace de nature géopolitique pour
I'Europe.

Nous devons muscler notre corps d’observateurs qui doivent faire face a la défaillance des peacekeepers russes. Nous
devons renforcer le soutien a une Arménie ou des centaines de milliers d’Arméniens craignent pour leur survie au
quotidien et sont menacées de ce que nous redoutons pour I'Ukraine.

Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, gospodine izvjestitelju, kolegice i kolege, izvr$na dimenzija
europske politike susjedstva oduvijek je poseban naglasak stavljala na odnose s Armenijom.

U tom pogledu vazno je pohvaliti Armeniju zbog vaznih reformi i temeljitog postupka demokratizacije provedenog u
posljednjih nekoliko godina, ¢ime je postala predvodnik regije u podru¢ju demokratizacije. S druge strane, sigurnost, pa
i sam opstanak Armenije okruZene uglavnom neprijateljski raspoloZenim susjedima trenutno su na kocki. Jo§ uvijek se
osjecaju posljedice obnove sukoba u Gorskom Karabahu 2020., ukljucujuéi golemo uniStavanje armenske povijesne
kulturne bastine. U rujnu 2022., AzerbajdZan je poduzeo veliki napad na medunarodno priznato podrudje Armenije
koji je ostavio velike ljudske Zrtve i materijalnu Stetu. Od prosinca prosle godine blokiran je civilni promet Lacinskim
koridorom izmedu Armenije i Gorskog Karabaha, §to ugroZava dostavu hrane i drugih ljudskih potrepstina na ovo
podrucje.

Dame i gospodo, Europa se mora puno aktivnije nego §to je to bilo do sada ukljuciti u ovo podrugje te pruzati
gospodarsku, ali i svaku drugu pomo¢ koja je Armeniji potrebna. U suprotnom, Rusija ¢e ponovno u potpunosti
preuzeti ulogu zastitnika Armenije i to iskoristiti za nametanje vlastite hegemonije u kavkaskoj regiji. Dame i gospodo,
dragi kolegice i kolege, Armeniji treba konkretna pomo¢ a ne rijeci.

Marina Kaljurand (S&D). — Madam President, Commissioner, colleagues. First of all, I would like to thank our rappor-
teur and congratulate him for this report.

As the Chair of the South Caucasus delegation, I would like to highlight some points.
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Firstly, the deployment of the European Union mission in Armenia is a very important step for the security of the
region and a significant contribution to further engagement of the EU in the South Caucasus.

Secondly, [ appreciate Armenia’s commitment to the CEPA Agreement and recognise Armenian achievements, including
judicial reforms, the anti-corruption strategy and media freedom. At the same time, a lot remains to be done, including
on protection of minorities, the LGBTQ community and gender equality.

Thirdly, I would like to reiterate that the EU’s Eastern Partnership policy is tailor-made and based on the ‘more for more’
principle. The future of EU-Armenia relations depends on Armenia’s political choices and commitments, some of which
could be very challenging, including the customs union with Russia and Belarus and the CSTO.

Finally, I hope that constructive peace talks between Armenia and Azerbaijan will finally start.

Anna Fotyga (ECR). — Madam President, Commissioner, a country perpetrator of a crime of aggression, war crimes and
genocide — ironically, genocide — serves as peacekeeper in a long-standing conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
always, for decades, willing to ignite it in order to divert our attention from its own crimes. It is good that NATO and
important allies like the US engage this year in forging dialogue between Armenia and Azerbaijan, also counting on our
positive, constructive contribution to this. It is of utmost importance to know that no security guarantees by Russia to
Armenia may contribute to solving this conflict. Both countries are our partners and we have to support them.

Gianna Gancia (ID). - Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, oggi discutiamo della relazione
UE-Armenia e della situazione in Nagorno-Karabakh. Come giustamente sottolineato nella risoluzione, Stato di diritto,
diritti umani e liberta fondamentali sono valori comuni di democrazia e 'Unione europea deve ancora affrontare alcune
questioni importanti riguardanti la stabilita e la sicurezza della regione.

E preoccupante constatare la mancanza di leadership dimostrata dall'Unione europea durante e subito dopo la guerra del
2020. Siamo qui per promuovere una regione del Caucaso meridionale sicura, stabile, pacifica e prospera, e 'Unione
europea deve assumersi la responsabilitd di essere un attore importante in questo processo.

La situazione del Nagorno Karabakh rimane precaria con il blocco del corridoio di Lachin che rappresenta un grave
ostacolo per la liberta di movimento e la sicurezza umana nella regione. In conclusione, I'Unione europea deve fare tutto
il possibile per promuovere la sicurezza e la stabilita nella regione meridionale.

Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR). — Voorzitter, geachte commissaris, beste collega’s, als een van de oudste landen ter wereld
heeft Armenié een zeer rijke historie. Met een bevolking die gevormd is door het christendom. Maar ook een bevolking
die lijdt. Het conflict rond Nagorno-Karabach trekt immers diepe sporen.

De Armeniérs daar wordt het leven nagenoeg onmogelijk gemaakt. Ze leven er in volstrekte isolatie, zeker nu de enige
toegang tot het gebied wordt geblokkeerd door Azerbeidzjan. En de Russische zogenaamde vredesmacht, ze staat erbij
en kijkt ernaar.

Voorzitter, wij mogen niet langer lijdzaam toezien. De uitbreiding van de Europese waarnemingsmissie is een eerste
goede stap. Het is nu zaak dat deze missie ook toegang krijgt tot de Azerbeidzjaanse zijde van de grens.

Ik roep Azerbeidzjan op de blokkade van de Lachin-corridor per direct op te heffen. En tegelijkertijd, voorzitter, benad-
ruk ik het belang van een vreedzame politieke schikking van het conflict. De EU kan daarin een belangrijke bemidde-
lende rol vervullen.

Spontane Wortmeldungen

Costas Mavrides (S&D). — Madam President, first of all, I extend my congratulations to the rapporteur for this impar-
tial report.
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In January of this year, we had a long discussion in this plenary session regarding the blockade of a large corridor by the
Azerbaijanis against 120 000 Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh, including 30 000 children, with no medicine, no
food and no schooling. Since then, in February, we had the binding International Court of Justice order that requires
Azerbaijan to take all measures at its disposal to ensure unimpeded movement of persons, vehicles and cargo along the
Lachin corridor. What has Azerbaijan done? Nothing. As long as Azerbaijan continues to blockade this corridor, does
not respect international law, does not respect Armenian culture and religious heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh, we cannot
consider Azerbaijan a reliable partner. But also this: it is a regime committing crimes against Armenians and against
humanity.

Awnren [Txam6aszku (ECR). — I-xxo Ilpencenaren, Korery, EBponeiickuar cbio3 1 EBpONeiicKUAT apiaMeHT IbIKaT He3abaBHO
OcbXIIaHe Ha Grokamata Ha AsepOaillKaH, KOSTO € HanoxeHa Hanl Jlaumuckust Kopumop. Tasu 6rokana ce siBsiBa NMPOITBIIKEHME
Ha elHa CUCTEeMHAa aHTMAapPMEHCKAa MONNUTHMKA, Hatupama ome oT 1915 r. Tlo chIeCTBOTO M € NPOIbIIKEHME Ha TEHOLWIA,
VM3BbPIUBAH HAIl XpaOpwsi M ITbPBY €BPOMEHCKM M XPUCTHMSHCKM apMeHCKM Hapon oT OCMaHCKaTa MMIeEpWsi U OT MIIaOTYpPCKis
npespat ciex 1915 r.

Tosa, KOETO ce CIyuBa TaM, € UCTMHCKM Mo3op u EpomeiickuaT mapnamenT, EBponeiickusT cpio3 u EBpomeiickata KOMUCUS BbB
Bame smue, r-H Kommcap, He MOXe Ha MPOmBIXaBa ga cu urpae ¢ Asepbaiikad. He moxe ma ce mpaBmm, uye He BIKIaMme
HApYIIABAHETO HA YOBELIKMTE IpaBa, OJIOKajara, JMICaTa Ha MEIMUVHCKM YCIIyTM, NPUTHCKAHETO HA TE3) XOpa TaM, 3aWi0TO Te
Ounyt OT JpyraTa CTpaHa MIM 3alIOTO CMe MMAIIM TeONONUTUYeCKN MHTepecy. Hamu TyK roBopuM, ue reomoNnmMTUUYeCKUST MHTEpeC e
3alMTa Ha BCAKO NMPABO HA BCEKM €IMH UYOBEK, 3alIMTA HA BCSAKO €IHO YOBELIKO IIPAaBO HA CaMOOIpemenieHne. A3 IIMYHO BSIPBaM,
ye KaKTo Apapar, Taka M Apuax, MCTOPMUECKM aPMEHCKM, HSKOTa mak ule 6bar. Ho 3a menra Tyk, 3a ma HsiMa 1O30p TO3M
InapramMeHT, ToBa ¢ Baure ambikenne, TpsiOBa na Obme cBaneHa Tasu Onokama.

(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

Olivér Viérhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, I want to thank the rapporteur and all Members who
have contributed to the report. And, of course, we are very happy to see such great support emerging for Armenia. We
are also very happy to hear how much commitment is taken towards post-conflict stabilisation, both in terms of
relations between the two, but also in terms of Europe having the need to participate in the peacekeeping exercise as
well. This is why our CSDP mission is, [ hope, only a first step. Through this, we will contribute to the stabilisation of
the entire region.

Andrey Kovatchev, rapporteur. — Madam President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, I hear your voice and I share your
sadness about the decades-long non-resolution of this conflict causing so much suffering for all people in the region.
This is a failure not only of the Minsk Group co-chairs, but of the entire international community. For a long time we
left the initiative to Putin, and his only goal is to increase his influence in the region and the dependence of the state of
Armenia by Russia.

I share the view of all of you that we should support much stronger EU involvement as a facilitator and mediator of the
peaceful resolution of this terrible current situation. The key points are: immediate de-blocking of the Lachin corridor,
effective guarantees for the Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh; a peace treaty between both sides, with all the
elements we counted before.

But the most important thing is that the people in the region should have a peaceful future, should invest in their
education, in their career, and not in weapons and not in fight and not in hate and not in discrimination.

I call again on Azerbaijan to de-block the Lachin corridor and a serious, effective, fruitful peace treaty with Armenia.

Die Prisidentin. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Die Abstimmung findet morgen, Mittwoch, 15. Marz 2023, statt.

Schriftliche Erklarungen (Artikel 171 GO)
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Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI), per iscritto. — Cari colleghi, ritengo che non si possa continuare a fare appelli ad ent-
rambe le parti in conflitto, mantenendo una postura equidistante, quando i comportamenti degli attori in causa sono
diametralmente opposti.

Da un lato abbiamo, 'Armenia, che ha sempre dimostrato un approccio propositivo ai tavoli negoziali, facendo aperture
e dando il consenso alla presenza della nostra missione civile sul suo territorio nazionale. Dallaltra parte abbiamo
I'Azerbaijan, che facendosi forte del supporto di stati autoritari come Turchia e Russia, e sfruttando appieno le latitanze
della nostra Unione, mira a massimizzare, manu militari, i suoi vantaggi al tavolo negoziale.

E evidente che esiste un parallelismo tra quanto sta accadendo in Ucraina e nel Caucaso, con l'invasione da parte di uno
stato autoritario ai danni di una democrazia, ma ¢ altrettanto evidente come, in quest'ultimo caso, i nostri principi e
valori stiano venendo sacrificati sull'altare della realpolitik.

Eppure, cari colleghi, dovremmo svincolarci dalla logica dei doppi standard che accompagna troppo spesso il nostro
operato. I nostri principi e valori non sono in vendita, e non dovrebbero esistere quantita di risorse energetiche che
possano mettere in discussione questa certezza, altrimenti che cosa resterebbe della nostra Unione?

Aoukag ®oup)ag (PPE), yparrtax. — H ayevia pou yia to péM\ov oto Naykdpvo Kapapndy evteivetar, kadobg 1 aotadeia mou
dnpoupyeitar and tov anokAewopd Tou {otikrg onpaciag Sadpopou tou Aatolv dnpioupyel tepaotia mpoPApata. Toco n
e1.oPorr] Tev AlEpwv 060 Kat 1) UQIOTApEVN) Katdotaor otov dadpopo Tou Aatoiv éyive kai yivetar UmO TG €UNOYiEG TOu
Epvtoyav. TTpokeipévou va eEumnpetroet ta dikd Tou oup@épovta kat va mapapeiver oty Kapékha e eEovoiac, dev diotalel
va naifel pe g {oig dekadov yhiadwv avdpanwv. H oxton tov nyetav tov dlo xepav, toco e Toupkiag 060 kal Tou
Aleppmaitéav eivar oTevotat, Hiag Kat TPOKELTaL yia diktatopes mou katamelouv toug idloug toug Aaoug toug. Kat tétoto,
dev pmopel va eivar aA\o avektd. To Awdvig Aaotpio e Xayne dittage to Aleppmaitéav va Adfer Oha ta pétpa mou
dadéter yia va daogalicel TV avepnodiotn KUKAOQOpIA TPOCOTIMY, OXUATOV KAl EUTOPEVHATLY KATA HKog Tou diadpopou
tou Aatoiv. Ex pépoug e EE umapyet evdiagépov yia Tv evepyonoiner Kowev mpoomadelhy, OOTE Va OVTLHETOTIOTEL ANOTE-
Aeopatika kat cuvolika to avipemotko {impa. Qotodco, dev pnopd va pnv unoypappion 0T, 660 ouveyiloviat o1 ouykpoU-
OELG EITE elval HIKPEG Kat TOTIKES eite peyahes oe KMipaka, 1 ekevpeon AUoewv o€ tétotou eidoug {rptpata duoyepaivet. TV autov
akptfag tov Aoyo 1 EE npénet va Seifel apesa anogaototikdtnTa Kot evotTa.

21. ES ir AzerbaidZano santykiai (diskusijos)

Die Prisidentin. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber den Bericht von Zeljana Zovko im
Namen des Ausschusses fiir auswirtige Angelegenheiten tiber die Bezichungen zwischen der EU und Aserbaidschan
(2021/2231(INI)) (A9-0037/2023).

Zeljana Zovko, rapporteur. — Madam President, dear Commissioner, this is the first comprehensive European Parliament
report on EU-Azerbaijan relations since 2018, and it comes at a crucial time for our mutual relations.

Given the current geopolitical uncertainty, the report sheds light on the state of relations between the EU and
Azerbaijan. As Azerbaijan is a strategic supplier of fossil fuel energy, it is essential that EU and Azerbaijan work on
enhanced cooperation outside the energy sector.

It is in the EU interest to build on the strategic cooperation and economic integration with Azerbaijan, but we should
also continue to promote human rights and democratic standards in the country. Respecting freedom of speech and the
rights of minorities also contributes to the peaceful coexistence and security of everyone in the South Caucasus.

The current negotiations on the new bilateral comprehensive EU-Azerbaijan Agreement should follow this approach. I
welcome the increased diplomatic activity of the EU in the region and encourage the EU to prioritise preventive diplo-
macy as an honest broker in the region, including through promoting inter-religious and intercultural dialogue.
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The EU should not repeat the mistakes of the past, when other malign actors took advantage of our passivity to gain
influence in this region, which is crucial for European security and stability. It is vital that Azerbaijan and Armenia come
to a timely agreement on a sustainable peace treaty while respecting the principles of the Helsinki Final Act.

The report also highlights the importance of the rights and security of the Armenian population residing in
Nagorno-Karabakh and the prompt and safe return of all refugees and internally displaced persons to their homes.

We call on Armenia and Azerbaijan to address all concerns relating to the functioning of the Lachin corridor through
dialogue and consultations. Therefore, plenary amendments welcome the recent talks between Karabakh Armenians’ and
Azerbaijani representatives. Border demarcation and delineation are also critical components covered in the report.

The report denounces the destruction of cultural, religious and historical heritage since the beginning of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Urgent action is required and we call for a UNESCO mission to the region. Building strong
relations with our neighbours is crucial, and this report can serve as a framework for future cooperation.

Finally, let me thank you, the shadow rapporteurs, for an excellent cooperation.

Olivér Virhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, today’s debate is a timely oppor-
tunity to discuss our relations with Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan is an important partner for the EU. Therefore, we have an
interest in continuing our good cooperation — particularly when it comes to energy — cooperation on reforms, trade and
investments. Negotiations on a new comprehensive EU-Azerbaijan agreement are ongoing. We remain committed to
continuing the negotiations with a view to finalising them soon. As you note in your report, the human rights situation
and the respect for the rule of law in Azerbaijan remain a concern. These are at the core of our relationship as jointly
agreed in the EU-Azerbaijan Partnership priorities. We firmly believe that the rule of law, human rights and democratic
institutions are the fundamentals of an independent, stable and prosperous country, and the condition for a constructive
business environment. We welcome Azerbaijan’s signature of the European Convention on Human Rights Protocol
banning the death penalty in all circumstances. We are closely following the implementation of the media law and the
adoption of the new law on political parties. Through our EU delegation in Baku, we are closely following individual
cases of human rights defenders. Our cooperation with Azerbaijan in the energy sector has intensified. A Memorandum
of Understanding on a Strategic Partnership in the Field of Energy was signed in July last year in Baku. As you also
acknowledged in the report, this cooperation is more important than ever for ensuring diversification of Europe’s energy
supplies, bringing new, reliable sources of energy to Europe. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has forced us to develop and
diversify trade routes and transport connections between Europe and Asia.

I agree that also our cooperation with Azerbaijan in the area of connectivity is strategically important. In this context,
we welcome the important assistance Azerbaijan has been providing to Ukraine. Connectivity and energy are key ele-
ments of the Economic and Investment Plan, which aims to mobilise up to EUR 2 billion of public and private invest-
ments in Azerbaijan. The EU is above all driven by the common goal to contribute to a stable, peaceful and prosperous
South Caucasus. We stand ready to continue supporting Azerbaijan, whether through facilitation of the peace process or
through the continued provision of humanitarian and demining assistance. The EU deployed its mission in Armenia, the
EUMA, in order to reduce tensions and support the peace process. This is an important step to reinforce stability and
strengthen the EU’s role in the region. We continue to fully support the facilitation of the dialogue between the leaders
of Azerbaijan and Armenia on all issues pertaining to the peace process, including on a future peace treaty and border
delimitation through the efforts of the President of the European Council. We encourage the leaders of both countries to
use the historic opportunity to solve this conflict for good and to return to the substantial dialogue. Many important
questions need addressing urgently. As we saw again on 6 March, the situation on the Karabakh line of contact conti-
nues to be very tense. We deplore the incidents that led to at least five deaths. The circumstances surrounding this
deadly incident need to be fully investigated. All parties should show restraint in order to prevent any actions which
could further undermine the regional stability and threaten the peace process. We will continue to be fully mobilized.
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Peter van Dalen, namens de PPE-Fractie. — Voorzitter, het verslag van collega Zovko bevat enkele stevige uitspraken over
Azerbeidzjan. En terecht. Maar het is niet genoeg. Het voortdurende geweld van dictator Aliyev tegen zowel
Nagorno-Karabach als tegen Armenié vereist totale veroordeling in de meest krachtige bewoordingen.

Ook ben ik verbolgen over de voortdurende blokkade door Azerbeidzjan van de Lachin-corridor. En vergeet u niet,
Aliyev heeft al sinds enkele maanden troepen staan binnen de grenzen van Armenié. Ik heb zelf bij de zuidelijke stad
Goris onlangs de verwoestingen van hun beschietingen gezien.

Maar waar het verslag echt tekortschiet, is in de verwerpelijke gasdeal die Commissievoorzitter Von der Leyen heeft
getekend met president Aliyev. Die paar miljard kubieke meter gas waren echt wel ergens anders te krijgen geweest. En
bovenal, het effect is dat Aliyev nu een politieke aanmoediging voelt door dit gasgebeuren, door deze deal, en zijn
agressie wordt alleen maar erger.

Die gasdeal is een geopolitieke fout die van tafel moet. En daarom steun ik morgen alleen maar dit verslag als een paar
amendementen die ik mede heb ondertekend worden aangenomen.

Isabel Santos, em nome do Grupo S&D. — Senhora Presidente, como ji aqui foi referido pela relatora Zovko, que apro-
veito para saudar, desde 2018 que ndo era apresentado um relatdrio sobre as relagdes Unido Europeia-Azerbaijio, mas,
debaixo do regime autoritdrio da familia Aliyev, pouco ou nada muda no Azerbaijdo.

Falar de Estado de direito continua uma miragem diante de um sistema judicial controlado e obediente. As violagdes de
direitos humanos somam-se. A repressdo e a detengdo arbitrdria de ativistas, opositores politicos e jornalistas continuam
uma constante, situagio que se agrava quando falamos de mulheres, ativistas e jornalistas, ou dos ataques aos direitos da
populagio LGBTQL

Uma atitude musculada estd em claro contraste com a incapacidade de desobstrucdo do corredor de Lachin, bloqueado
por denominados ambientalistas. Mais uma provocagio, com o objetivo de deteriorar as condi¢des de vida da populagio
arménia de Nagorno-Karabakh.

As constantes provocacdes, atacando a soberania da Arménia e causando o recrudescimento do conflito nesta regido, a
sujeicdo dos prisioneiros de guerra a tortura e a atos de humilhacio e as execugdes extrajudiciais de civis e militares
arménios constituem violacdes do direito internacional que ndo podem ser toleradas.

E imperioso que se encontre uma solucio de paz sustentével para este conflito armado, colocando termo a devastacio e
ao sofrimento prolongado das populagdes. Por isso, apelamos ao abandono da retérica belicista, ao desbloqueamento do
corredor de Lachin e a recondugdo ao mais estreito respeito pelos principios da Ata Final de Helsinquia e pelos pri-
ncipios bésicos do Grupo de Minsk da OSCE. E saudamos a missio da Unido Europeia, recentemente enviada com vista
a ajudar a estabilizagio da situagio de seguranca e a reforgar os esforcos de paz.

No entanto, Senhor Comissirio, num quadro como este, torna-se 6bvio que qualquer aprofundamento das relacdes da
Unido Europeia com o Azerbaijio tem que ser sujeito a condicionalidade em matéria de respeito pelos principios da
democracia e dos direitos humanos e a uma atitude positiva em matéria de construgdo de condi¢des para a paz na
regido.

Se ndo somos capazes de aprender com a histéria longinqua, Senhor Comissirio, ¢ bom que aprendamos com o
presente e evitemos o proliferar de erros que s6 a nds nos cabe evitar.

Ilhan Kyuchyuk, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, first of all, I
would like to thank Ms Zovko for her constructive work on this very important report, and let's have a realistic
approach on EU-Azerbaijan relations.

Having said that, I think we should start by respecting each other. Respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty is a
vital precondition for future peaceful relations between Azerbaijan and Armenia and for resolving the long-standing
conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Both countries need to recognise each other’s territorial integrity and respect their sovereign borders. Azerbaijan and
Armenia should also acknowledge each other’s history, culture and identity towards future recognition. It doesn’t mean
that they should be stuck in the past, but rather focus on the future and upcoming generations.
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Azerbaijan and Armenia should also promote economic cooperation and trade, which could help build mutual trust and
promote stability in the region. People-to-people contacts should be encouraged to promote mutual understanding,
tolerance and reconciliation.

Markéta Gregorova, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, Commissioner, I believe that
EU-Azerbaijan relations need to be updated. However, I must underline that any deepening of ties with the EU must be
conditional. That is not happening. There is no progress in respecting citizens’ rights and freedoms, no improvement in
ceasing repression of the political opposition and civil society, and no advancement in the rule of law, corruption and
independence of the judiciary. On top of that, there has not been a solution to the Lachin corridors ongoing blockade,
for which Azerbaijan is responsible and should take all measures at its disposal to ensure unimpeded movement of
persons, vehicles and cargo in both directions. For those reasons, I cannot agree that the EU renewed its relations
based on its energy needs. By now, we should have learned the lesson that support of authoritarian regimes does not
pay up, not for us, and definitely not for Azerbaijani citizens.

Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, Commissioner, allow me at the beginning two reflections.

First, the term territorial integrity usually applies to internationally recognised borders, and secondly, many conflicts in
the region are to be improved with Russia’s defeat in the war waged against Ukraine.

I think that to the list enumerated by Commissioner of important parts in our relationship with Azerbaijan, we have to
add security issues as well. Therefore, I commend the role of the EU representative to the Caucasus and his actions to
enhance dialogue and, secondly, the NATO Secretary General's personal initiative with representatives, as well as US
actions. We have to serve as real honest broker. That means trying not to take sides.

Idoia Villanueva Ruiz, en nombre del Grupo The Left. — Sefiora presidenta, la defensa de la democracia y los derechos
humanos no puede estar supeditada a otros intereses. No podemos aceptar que la Unién Europea mire a otro lado cada
vez que estos se violan siempre y cuando fluyan el petréleo o el gas. Lo que es consenso para Rusia también deberia
serlo para Azerbaiyan, para Arabia Saud{ y para Qatar.

El régimen de Azerbaiydn no es un socio creible ni fiable, como quiere hacer creer la Comisién. El presidente Aliyev
lleva mas de veinte afios en el poder y es bien conocido por ser acusado de encabezar una trama de lavado de dinero
sobornando a politicos europeos para blanquear la imagen de su régimen, la llamada «diplomacia del caviar». Seguro que
en el Partido Popular la recuerdan. También es bien conocida su barbarie contra el pueblo armenio.

Mientras esta Cdmara silencia el llamamiento al didlogo del secretario general de las Naciones Unidas, Azerbaiyan, aliado
de Putin, es un socio creible para hacer negocios. Curiosamente, se omite conocer que solo cuarenta y ocho horas antes
de la invasion de Ucrania, Putin y él firmaron un acuerdo de cooperacién y diplomacia militar.

No es creible y no es fiable un régimen donde el Estado de Derecho se confunde con los deseos de su presidente. No es
creible, no es fiable un régimen donde no existe la libertad de prensa ni los derechos LGTBIQ, donde se encarcela a
opositores politicos, donde se apalea a manifestantes y se reprime a defensores de los derechos humanos.

¢Este es el modelo de socio estratégico de la Unién Europea, el mundo que queremos impulsar? Basta ya de dobles
raseros. Firmeza y coherencia.
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Michaela Sojdrova (PPE). — Pani predsedajici, Vztahy mezi Evropskou unii a AzerbdjdZinem jsou poznamendny tim,
jak se dzerbdjdzdnskd vldda chovd k Arménii i ke svym vlastnim obcanim. Zdsadné odsuzujeme posledni vojenskou
agresi Azerbdjdzanu na svrchovaném tzemi Arménie v zaf 2022. Azerba]dzan predstavu e strategického partnera pro
nezévislost Evropske unie na energetlckych zdrojich. Ale jde o zdjem obou partneru tedy jak Azerbajdzanu, tak
Evropske unie. Azerba]dzanske stdtni orgdny systematicky poruSuji zdkladni lidskd prdva a svobody, pronasledujl novi-
nafe a §fif dezinformace namifené proti Zapadu. Aby partnerstvi fungovalo, pak musi také Azerbijdzan zacit dodrzovat
lidska prava Trvalého miru nedosdhneme ndsilim nebo vojenskymi prosttedky. Vyzyvame proto Azerba)dzan aby usi-
loval o smifen{ v zdjmu svych ob¢and. EU md v tomto klicovou roli prostfednika.

Spontane Wortmeldungen

Anren Txam6a3ku (ECR). — I'->xo Ilpencenare, nosupasiieHus 3a Kojerara 30BKO, KaKTO BMHATYM OTJIMYHO IOITOTBEH, OTIIN-
ueH moknam. Tosa obaue, KoeTo TPsOBa Ia ce Kaxe M HAMA Kak na Gble CriecTeHo, e, ue 3a I1a OboaT MOTOOPEHN M Bh3CTAHOBEHM
OTHOLUEHMSATa MeXHy EBporerickus cbro3 u Asepbaiimkan, AsepOaitnxaH TpsOBa Ia B3eMe CBOCTO OTHOLUICHME M [a IpPeKpaty
BOJTHATa, KOATO BomM cpeuty ApMenust. Tpsbsa ma meOmoxumpa JTaumHCKMs KOpUuop, TpsOBa [a MPEKpary YHMILOXKABAHETO Ha
IIPKBH, Ha NPABOCIABHY MAHACTVPY, Ha CIIOMEHN, Ha rpoOmia. [la mpeKpaTyt HACHIIMETO U arpecusiTa, KOSTO BOIM Cpeliy ApIax.
HanomusM, ApLiax e M3KOHHA MCTOPUYECKM apMEHCKA Teputopus. TepuTOpMATa Ha €OHAa OT Haji-CTapuTe HaluM, KakKBaTo €
apMeHcKaTa B EBpoma, emHa OT Hajf-CTapuTe eBPONEHCKM LVMBMIM3ALMM M €IHA OT HAji-CTApUTe XPUCTUSHCKM LMBUIIM3ALIMM.
Ta3y 7MHMS HAa TEHOLMHI, HAa HACWIMEe M HAa Tepop, OChLUecTBsiBaHa omle oT OCMaHCKaTa MMIEpMsl, OT OCMAaHCKUTE Typuu U
TMPOITBIKEHa, 32 ChXalleHue, oT AsepbaiimkaH, Tps6Ba 1a Oboe MpeKpaTeHa M TOraBa Bede MOXKe [a Ce TOBOPU 33 MOOOpsBaHe
Ha OTHOLIEHWSTA, 33 THPTOBCKYM OTHOIIeHNs M T. H. Illo ce OTHacs OO HapyllaBaHeTO Ha IpaBaTa Ha YOBEKa, TOBAa HE MOXe Ia
Oble THPryBaHO 32 He(T 1 3a ra3. [loHe Taka TBbpIMTE Bre. A3 CbM CKITOHEH @Ia ce ChIyacst ¢ Bac B To3u criydait.

(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

Olivér Viarhelyi, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, the debate today manifests your
continued interest in EU-Azerbaijan relations, and I want to stress an important message out of this debate again, which
is that the EU will continue to follow closely the human rights situation in Azerbaijan and the respect for the rule of
law.

I can assure you that our intensified energy cooperation with Azerbaijan does not sideline our continuous efforts to
advocate for human rights and the rule of law in our dialogue with Azerbaijan. And we will continue to do so. We will
continue to engage with our Azerbaijani counterparts to advance discussions on all issues pertaining to the peace
process.

Zeljana Zovko, rapporteur. — Madam President, thank you very much, and thank you very much once again
Commissioner. I took on board all the speeches by my colleagues. Once again, thanks very much to the shadows and
for their, once again, constructive speech. I think this is a very critical report. This is a report that deals with Azerbaijan
as a whole, as a country, and what needs to be improved. The European Union should work on human rights and
respect for media freedoms, and respect for women — that’s the most important thing. Women are the ones who will
change that society. That society will change either way, but women are the force that will change it, regardless of
whether they prevent the marches on International Women’s Day. Tomorrow, we have a very important speech on
that, really, most important celebration. So, thank you.

It's not easy: the European Union can play a really honest broker in this, in the South Caucasus; if we don't play it here
— where we need both countries on board and we need to take both countries from malign influence, from Russia, from
Tirkiye, from Iran and from all these countries that will never contribute to the democratisation of the societies — then
we will not succeed anywhere else. So this report is a first step on this. Thank you once again, and I hope that you will
support the report tomorrow at the plenary vote.

Die Prisidentin. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Die Abstimmung findet morgen, Mittwoch, 15. Mirz 2023, statt.
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22. Paaiskinimai dél balsavimo

Die Prisidentin. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgen die Erklirungen zur Abstimmung.

22.1. Valstybéms naréms nustatomi jpareigojimai sumaZinti i$metamy Siltnamio efektg
sukelian¢iy dujy metinj kiekj (Pastangy pasidalijimo reglamentas) (A9-0163/2022 -
Jessica Polfjird)

Miindliche Stimmerklirungen

Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Fru talman! En planekonomisk utopi — sd kan man sammanfatta omarbetningen av direkti-
vet om byggnaders energiprestanda. Mélet ar att alla byggnader ska bli utslappsfria. Villovligt, men orealistiskt.

Att forsoka energieffektivisera 6ver 30 miljoner byggnader pa den korta tid som anges i direktivet blir dyrt. Prislappen
for kommissionens forslag: 275 miljarder euro per dr. Europaparlamentets forslag skulle kosta niarmare 400 miljarder
euro per dr.

Utsldppshandelssystemet ar langt ifrdn perfekt, men dgarna avgor i alla fall sjalva om de sparar pd att byta virmesystem
eller isolera. EU har tydligen ingen tillit till marknaden, utan losningen ar alltid att centralstyra och detaljreglera.

I stillet for ptvingade renoveringar och dn mer skattepengar skyfflade till Syd- och Osteuropa bor frigan overlatas till
marknaden, medlemsstaterna och husdgare. De vet namligen bittre dn byrdkraterna i Bryssel.

Anren Ixam6asku (ECR). — I-xo Ilpencenarer, yOeneHo riacysax NpOTUB TOKITA[d, 3aIIOTO 3abIXUTEHUTE TOMMIIHY HaMa-
JIeHMs1 Ha eMUCUNTE Ha TApHUKOBY Ia3oBe, 3abIKUTEITHY 3a IbPXKABUTE WIIEHKM, T. Hap. ,PernaMeHT 3a pasmpeferniiHe Ha ycu-
JMATa“ He Ca HMILIO TOBeue OT T. HAp. ,3€NleH eKCTPEMIU3bM”. 3eleHMAT eKCTPEeMU3bM OTHOBO HAJIENA M He CaMo B Ta3y 3ajla, HO
M B MEXTYMHCTUTYLMATHUTE IIPErOBOPH.

Cpl1eCTBYBALIOTO 3aKOHOHATENICTBO ONpeNeNs 3aIb/IKMUTEIHN HALMOHAIHM LNy 33 MapHMKOBY Ta3oBe 3a BCAKA €lHa OT 27-Te
IbpKaBY — 4IeHKM Ha EBpomeiickms cbro3, koeto o0mo Bp3mm3a Ha 30% Hamarienue Ha emmcumre 3a 2030 r. Karo Gasosa
mvanst e B3era 2005 r. [IpemioxKeHneTo, KOETo ce I7acyBa, YBeMMuaBa omle BeOHBX Tasy umdpa mo 40%. Tosa ce mpasy upes
3aKOHO[IATE/IHO ONpeesIsiHe Ha T. Hap. ,TPAcKTOPMs HA HAMAIISIBAHETO" ¥ ONpefeNisi CTelleH Ha IbBKABOCT, pe3epBH, 3aeMiu, OaH-
KMpaHe M [IPyIM Takyupa Heuwla. ToBa e HepasymHO. ToBa MOCTaBs Te3} CEKTOPM B M3KIIIOUMTENIHO TPYHHO MOJIOXKEHME INOpany
MHOTO [00aBsIHe Ha Pery/auyy, Ha agMUHUCTpALys, Ha omuT na Gbmar obnmoxeHy pabotewmt GMBHECH CHC COLMATMCTUHYECKN U
KOMYHUCTMYECKY TI0 CBOS [IyX ¥ 3aMMCHI NaHbLM ¥ TOBA € HEPa3yMHO.

Michaela Sojdrova (PPE). — Pani predsedajici, dimy a panové, podpofila jsem tento findlni kompromisni névrh revize
natizeni o sdileni usili, ktery se podafilo dojednat béhem trialogu béhem Ceského pfedsednictvi. Tento pfedpis o sdile-
ném usili se vztahuje na emise sklenikovych plynti v odvétvich, kterd nebyla zahrnuta do systému EU pro obchodovéni s
emisemi, jako napf. benzin a nafta pouzivané v silni¢ni dopravé nebo paliva k vytdpéni, pfipadné hnojiva. Za Gcelem
snizen{ emisi v téchto odvétvich pro obdobi 2021 az 2030 stanovi nafizeni zdvazné ndrodni cile a stanovi ro¢ni pridély
emisi pro kazdy clensky stat. Tyto cile povazuji za realistické. Spole¢ny evropsky cil emisi je snizeni o 40 % do roku
2030 a pro Ceskou republiku snizeni o 14 %. Cil se bude postupné snizovat do roku 2030. Za dilezité povazuji, Ze
ro¢ni ptidély emisi pro obdobi 2026 az 2030 budou aktualizovany v roce 2025 na zdkladé komplexniho pfezkumu.
Toto nafizeni povazuji za realistické, a proto jsem pro néj hlasovala.

22.2. Zemés naudojimas, Zemés naudojimo keitimas ir miskininkysté (LULUCF)
(A9-0161/2022 - Ville Niinistd)

Miindliche Stimmerklirungen

Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Fru talman! Centralistisk miljopopulism — det dr vad detta forslag handlar om. Det kan vi
sverigedemokrater inte std bakom. Dirfor rostade vi nej till LULUCF-direktivet om markanvindning och skogsbruk.
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Skogen omndmns inte i EU-férdragen. Direktivet strider dirfér mot principen om tilldelade befogenheter och subsidia-
ritetsprincipen. En vixande skog binder koldioxid. Med hinvisning till klimatet forsoker EU dirfor detaljstyra dven detta
omrdde.

For att kompensera for andra linders utslipp vill unionen anvinda svensk skog for att 6ka inlagringen av koldioxid. Om
den inte okar till 2030 hotas Sverige med kraftiga boter. Var skogsindustri ska bara kostnaden s att andra lander slipper
vidta atgdrder. Detta EU-beslut kommer att kosta skogs- och lantbruksjobb pa landsbygden. Sverigedemokraterna kdm-
par, som enda parti, helhjirtat mot denna utveckling.

Awnren [Txam6aszku (ECR). — I-xo Ilpencenarert, KaTeropuyHo I7acyBax IPOTYB TOBA MPEVIOKEHNE 33 eBPOIEHCKM pernamMeHT
3a KOJIEKTMBHO IOCTUIAHe Ha HeyTparureT. HsiMa Kak [a He CIOMeHa OyMaTa ,KONEKTMBHO®, KOATO 3a HAc, KOMTO CMe KMBEI B
TO3Y CTPOJ, 3HAeM KaKBO 3HA4M B HAlIMsl MICTOPMYECKY KOHTEKCT. Cera KbM CBIIHOCTTA HAa TEKCTA.

Karo uwact or makera ,IlomroTeeHm 3a wem 55° TO3M peraMeHT OOXBAala eMMUCHM OT MAPHMKOBM [a30Be, Pe3yITar OT MpsiKa
YOBEIIKA NEHOCT IIPU MBMON3BAHETO Ha 3eMATa. Upe3 MpUIIOKeHOTO 3aKOHONATENICTBO Cé BbBEXIAT JOIBIHUTENHM 3aIbIIKCHIS
¥ [e GaKTo CaHKuuM moj $opMaTa Ha yBenMyaBaHe Ha IiENTa 3a CreNBaliaTa romyHa. Tesy Ibp:KaBy UICHKHM, KOMTO HE MOTaT a
IOCTUTHAT T. Hap. 3aJI0XKEHN LM — OTHOBO 3a0paHN, OTHOBO OIOPOKPATMUHM TEXKECTH C NHMUKATA LT 1a Ce YIOmM Ha Kpail-
HUTE 3€lIeHM eKCTPEMMCTM B Tasy 3aia. He ce Mmcim Kak ToBa e ce OTpasu BBPXY CEJICKOTO CTONAHCTBO, BBPXY TOPCKUTE
CTOIAHCTBA, HUTO KaK AbPXKABUTE WICHKH II¢ Ce CbOOPa3siBaT ¢ MOpemHMs aOCOMIOTHO M3NIMIIEH 3aKOHONATENEH aKT, n3paboTeH
OT UMHOBHMIIM, KOMTO He Ca BUXKMAIM TOpa U3BbH cakcumte B opuca cut. Tesu meficTsus yOuBar eBporeiickara NKOHOMMKA. 3aTOBA
TBBPHO CE IIPOTUBOINOCTABAM Ha TaKMBa 3€IEHMCTKY MIEH, KOUTO Ce M3NOBANBAT, 3a ChXaJleHMe, OT MHOBMHCTBOTO B Ta3) 3ala.

Michaela Sojdrovéa (PPE). — Pani predsedajici, dovolte, abych také vysvétlila, pro¢ jsem podpofila finalni kompromisni
navrh revize natizeni o vyuZivani ptidy a lesnictvi, zkrdcené tomu ftkdme LULUCF. Jedna se o dulezitou oblast, kterd md
velky potencidl pFispét ke zmirnéni produkce emisi v EU. Revize nafizeni se zaméfuje na podporu zachdzeni s lesy a
pudou tak, aby absorbovaly maximum sklentkovych plynd. Zaroven je tieba zachovat piirozené funkce krajiny, lest a
zeméd€lstvi. Vitdm, Ze byl zachovan realisticky celoevropsky cil absorpéni kapacity 310 miliont tun ekvivalentu CO, do
konce roku 2030 se zdvaznym Ctyfletym rozpoctem na roky 2026 az 2029 pro kazdy clensky stit. Hodnoty pro roky
2026 az 2029 budou mit pouze indikativni charakter. Zdsadni bude splnéni rozpoctu v rdmci celého obdobi. Byl také
dosazen kompromis v oblasti poZadavkil na monitorovani a vykazovani, ktery by nemél navysit administrativni zdtéz
pro ¢lenské staty.

22.3. Pastaty energinis naudingumas (nauja redakcija) (A9-0033/2023 - Ciaran Cuffe)
Miindliche Stimmerklirungen

Eugen Tomac (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, bineinteles cd imbunititirea performantei energetice a cladirilor este un
deziderat la care cu totii aspirdm, mai ales in conditiile actualelor provociri legate de mediu.

Bineinteles cd cu totii ne dorim facturi mai mici si eficientizarea cheltuielilor, insd sd ne intrebdm, inainte de toate, daci
tintele pe care ni le propunem sunt realiste, rispund ele asteptirilor pe care le au cetdtenii europeni, dacd tranzitia citre
cladiri cu emisii zero incepand cu 2030 este suficient de lind inct sd nu afecteze unele state si foarte multi utilizatori
finali.

Sustin, fard indoiald, tranzitia verde, cd este o necesitate, insd nu inainte de a ne asigura ci este viabild §i nu va afecta
cetdtenii vulnerabili, care oricum sunt puternic afectati de toate masurile din ultimele luni si ani.

Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Fru talman! Miljontals hushéll kimpar med inflation och hdga elrikningar. Samtidigt kréver
kommissionen ytterligare bindande &rliga minskningar av vixthusgasutslippen. Sverige kommer att drabbas hardare dn
andra lander. Vi har redan minskat vdra utslipp viasentligt, och alla billiga atgdrder har redan genomforts. Darfor kom-
mer det att bli dyrare for oss att nd dessa nya mal.
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Vigtransporter, uppvdrmning av byggnader, jordbruk, sméd industrianliggningar och avfallshantering kommer alla att
belastas med egna utsldppsmadl. Vi vet dnnu inte prislappen for klimatmalen for Sveriges rikning, men dragkampen
om reduktionsplikten visar att en sinkning av brinsleskatten kan kosta upp till 40 miljarder kronor.

Négon madste sdga det: EU héller pa att utvecklas till en centralstyrd planekonomi. En effektiv miljé- och klimatpolitik

mdste bygga pa fria val, teknikutveckling och medlemsstater som sjilva bestimmer hur mycket och pé vilket sitt de bast
kan bidra.

Forordningen kommer att resultera i hogre inflation, 6kade elpriser till liten klimatnytta. Darfor rostade vi sverigedemo-
krater nej.

Anren [xam6asku (ECR). — I-xo Ilpencenarer, npoueckT Ha mogoOpsiBaHe Ha eHepruitHaTa eQeKTMBHOCT Ha crpamure Oes-
criopHO e BaxeH. ToBa obaue HsMa Kak fa craHe CbC 3a6paHy. To3u mpolec cu MMa CBOS LIEHA, ThIl KATO PEMOHTHUTE, OCOOEHO
CepMOBHITE PEMOHTH, Ca CKBIM U YeCTO IIBTM CBBP3aHM C TONeMM ITbPBOHAUANHM MHBeCTMIMU. VI C Tasu HMpeKTMBA He ce
ch3aBar GoHgoBe Ha EBporeiickus cbio3, Kouto ma oGesmeuar Tasy uuBectuuys. CIeNOBATENHO GAaaHCHT MEXIY amOMLyMTE 1
3aIbIKeHNsATa TPsibBa ma GbIe MHOTO NEMMKATEH, a 3abIKEHNATA MIBAT CbC CTUMYIM M PEATMCTUYHM OYaKBaHUs. [IOKIagbT He
yensiBa [a [OCTMIHE TO3M OalaHC MeXIy 3aIbIIKeHNst U 3a0paHi, OT eHA CTpaHa, M CTUMyIM, OT Hpyra. ToBa IOCTaBsi HOBH
3aI[b/IKCHNSI, YBE/MYaBa aMOMLMUTE B CpaBHEHME C IIbPBOHAYAIIHOTO IpeIOKeHMe Ha Komucusra [o creleH, B KOSTO Te ca
HeIOCTIKVMM ¥ MHOTO CKBIIM KAKTO 33 [IbpXKABMTE WIEHKM, TaKa M 3 YaCTHMS CeKTOp. VMa mpyru mpoOrnemm ¢ TeKcTa, a He
TOBOPS TaM 3a BEYHWUTE TEMM, KOMTO Ce BKApBAaT TYK, HO KATO LSO TOBA € €IHO PasiyTo NPEIOKEHMeE, IBIHO C eNeMEHTH U
[IOITb/IHEHNSI, KOMTO He Ca CBbP3aHM C OMpeKTMBaTa. [IONMbIHUTENHA ANMMHIUCTPALNS, HOMBIHUTENIHO YTeXKHSIBAHE He ca
BKITIOUEHM B TeKcTa Ha Kommcusra. ETo 1o Tasu npuumHa Imacysax MpOTMB TO3M TEKCT.

Michaela Sojdrova (PPE). — Pani piedsedajici, dimy a panové, Evropsky parlament dnes pfijal revizi smérnice o ener-
getické ndro¢nosti budov a ja bych chtéla vysvétlit, pro¢ jsem pro tento ndvrh nehlasovala. Samoziejmé, zZe jsem pro
energetické Uspory, ale jsem pfesvédcena, Ze Clenské stty jsou schopny tento poZadavek fesit ve vlastni piisobnosti v
zdjmu svych obcand, protoze Gspory piece chceme vichni. Proto bych ocekavala na evropské trovni napifklad stan-
dardy, které by byly doporucené. Ostatné mimo smérnici jiZ existuji pravni ptedpisy, které se zabyvaji zvySovanim
energetické Gcinnosti, véetné ceny uhliku nebo schvilené smérnice o energetické tcinnosti. Je nutné zajistit, aby tato
smérnice nebyla jen dal$im nafizenim pro ¢lenské stdty, ale v kazdém ptipadé uz dnes vime, Ze pfinese novou adminis-
trativni zatéZz pro dfedniky i pro stavebniky. Stanovuje nové pozadavky na majitele domd, které budou promitnuty do
celkové ceny. D4 se ocekdvat tedy, Ze dojde i ke zdrazeni renovaci budov. Evropskd unie ma ¢lenskym statim pomdhat
zvlddnout ndro¢né snizovani emisi a lepsi fungovédni. Nema je vSak délat za né.

Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Madam President, [ voted against the Energy Performance of Buildings report because it will
lead to a severe increase in home rental prices, which will make the very few rich people richer and the rest of the
people poorer.

Every time a European bureaucrat proposes something and labels it as ‘ambitious’, that means it is actually bad for the
people, and this report just proves that. It is absurd to have the so-called ambitions that are converting into more
obligations for the people which are costing them even more money. For example, the Member States will have to
ensure that the use of fossil fuel heating systems will not be authorised in existing buildings undergoing major renova-
tions, deep renovation or renovation of heating systems, as well as in new buildings, starting from 24 months after the
adoption of this directive. The solution left for the people is to heat their homes using electricity, which is more and
more expensive, mainly due to European Green Deal utopian objectives.

Europe needs a pragmatic leadership, clearly different than the current one, a leadership that can provide practical
solutions to increase economic growth or people’s health while reducing costs and making the continent a better, safer
and cleaner place to live.
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22.4. Duomeny aktas (A9-0031/2023 - Pilar del Castillo Vera)
Miindliche Stimmerklirungen

Eugen Tomac (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, avansul tehnologic ne-a pus fatd in fatd cu noi provociri i de aceea cred cd
este esential sd avem reguli clare care si reglementeze acest domeniu.

Avem nevoie de echitate in mediul digital si tocmai de aceea cred cd este necesar ca utilizatorii, dar si producitorii, sd
poatd valorifica datele dispozitivelor la care sunt conectati.

Sunt esentiale aceste noi norme pe care le pregitim, tocmai pentru cd aceastd problematicd este importantd pentru a
putea utiliza si a accesa datele generate in Uniunea Europeand, in toate sectoarele economice.

Legea aceasta obligd si, evident, oferd echitate in mediul digital pentru a stimula o piatd a datelor competitivd, pentru a
deschide noi oportunititi pentru inovare bazati pe date si va face datele mai accesibile pentru toti.

22.5. Metinis pranesimas apie Europos ombudsmeno 2021 m. veikly (A9-0054/2023 -
Anne-Sophie Pelletier)

Miindliche Stimmerklirungen

Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Doamna presedintd, am votat in favoarea raportului privind activitatea Ombudsmanului
European pentru anul 2021, deoarece, sub conducerea lui Emily O'Reilly, aceasta a fost una dintre putinele institutii
europene care chiar protejeazd drepturile cetdtenilor si are curajul sd atragd si sd tragd Comisia Europeand si pe Ursula
von der Leyen la rispundere pentru abuzurile ficute.

In anul 2021, Emily O'Reilly a deschis numeroase anchete privind lipsa de transparentd a Comisiei Europene si a altor
institutii europene: o astfel de anchetd privind modul in care Ursula von der Leyen a negociat si a achizitionat, intr-un
mod total netransparent si ilegal, miliarde de doze de vaccinuri pe bani publici, prin mesaje text schimbate personal cu
CEO-ul de la Pfizer, Albert Bourla, iar o altd anchetd privind refuzul Agentiei Europene pentru Medicamente de a acorda
acces publicului la documentele referitoare la fabricarea vaccinurilor ARNm impotriva COVID-19. Este abuziv si res-
pingi cetdtenilor dreptul de a sti cum au fost testate injectiile cu care au fost constrinsi si se injecteze in pandemie.

Felicit Ombudsmanul European ¢ nu a cedat presiunilor si si-a exercitat mandatul de control democratic asupra insti-
tutiilor publice europene.

In urma acestui raport, Ursula von der Leyen ar trebui, daci nu de onoare, micar de rusine, si-si dea demisia.

22.6. Politikos suderinamumas vystymosi labui (A9-0019/2023 - Janina Ochojska)
Miindliche Stimmerklirungen

Eugen Tomac (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, Uniunea Europeand, in calitate de cel mai important donator mondial de
asistentd pentru dezvoltare, se distinge in mod categoric de alti parteneri internationali ai sii.

Actiunea europeand pe scena internationald este ghidatd de principii cheie, precum democratia, statul de drept, univer-
salitatea §i indivizibilitatea drepturilor omului si a libertdtilor fundamentale, respectarea demnitdtii umane, principiul
egalitdtii si solidaritatii, precum si respectarea principiilor Cartei Organizatiei Natiunilor Unite si a dreptului internatio-
nal, fapt care duce la implementarea unor obiective umanitare esentiale, precum a nu ldsa pe nimeni in urmd si satisfa-
cerea in primul rdnd a nevoilor celor mai defavorizati, cu ambitia de a reduce si eradica pe termen lung siricia.
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Faptul cd Parlamentul European a votat cu o foarte mare majoritate acest raport, reafirmd mandatul Uniunii Europene in
materie de politicd externd de a contribui la o lume mai justd si la bunistare pentru toti. Avem un semnal puternic
pentru amprenta pe care vrea si o lase Uniunea Europeand in lume.

Die Prisidentin. — Die Erklirungen zur Abstimmung sind damit geschlossen.

23. Kito posédzio darbotvarké

Die Prisidentin. — Die ndchste Sitzung findet morgen, Mittwoch, 15. Mirz 2023, 9.00 Uhr statt. Die Tagesordnung
wurde veroffentlicht und ist auf der Website des Europdischen Parlaments verfiigbar.

24. Sio plenarinio posédzio protokolo tvirtinimas

Die Prisidentin. — Das Protokoll dieser Sitzung wird dem Parlament morgen nach der Abstimmung zur Genehmigung
vorgelegt.

25. Posédzio pabaiga

(Die Sitzung wird um 22.50 Uhr geschlossen.)
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