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1\
(Pranesimai)
EUROPOS SAJUNGOS INSTITUCIJYJ, ISTAIGY IR ORGANUY PRANESIMAI
Euro kursas (')
2020 m. vasario 5 d.
(2020/C 40/01)
1 euro =
Valiuta Valiutos kursas Valiuta Valiutos kursas

usD JAV doleris 1,1023 CAD  Kanados doleris 1,4644
JPY Japonijos jena 120,94 HKD  Honkongo doleris 8,5572
DKK Danijos krona 74728 NZD  Naujosios Zelandijos doleris 1,7006
GBP Svaras sterlingas 0,84444 | SGD  Singapiiro doleris 1,5202
SEK Sve dijos krona 10.5450 KRW  Piety Koréjos vonas 1302,97
CHE Sveicarijos frankas 10717 ZAR  Piety Afrikos randas 16,2246

CNY  Kinijos Zenminbi juanis 7,6858
ISK Islandijos krona 138,10

HRK  Kroatijos kuna 7,4568
NOK Norvegijos krona 10,1173

IDR Indonezijos rupija 15036,47
BGN Bulgarijos levas 1,9558

MYR  Malaizijos ringitas 4,5382
CZK Cekijos krona 25,055 .

PHP  Filipiny pesas 55,961
HUF Vengrijos forintas 335,76 RUB Rusijos rublis 69.0320
PLN Lenkijos zlotas 4,2491 THB Tailando batas 34,133
RON Rumunijos l¢ja 4,7734 BRL Brazilijos realas 4,6614
TRY Turkijos lira 6,5975 | MXN  Meksikos pesas 20,4923
AUD Australijos doleris 1,6299 INR Indijos rupija 78,4330

() Saltinis: valiuty perskai¢iavimo kursai paskelbti ECB.
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PRANESIMALI, SUSIJE SU EUROPOS EKONOMINE ERDVE

ELPA PRIEZIUROS TARYBA

2019 m. gruodZio 4 d. Sprendimas Nr. 085/19/COL pradéti bendrovei ,,Remiks Group“ suteiktos
galimos valstybés pagalbos, susijusios su atlieky tvarkymo paslaugomis, oficialy tyrima (byla 84370)

Kvietimas teikti pastabas pagal ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél PrieZiiiros institucijos ir Teisingumo
Teismo jsteigimo 3 protokolo I dalies 1 straipsnio 2 dalj dél valstybés pagalbos

(2020/C 40/02)

Pirmiau nurodytu sprendimu, kurio tekstas originalo kalba pateiktas po $ios santraukos, ELPA prieZitiros institucija pranesé
Norvegijos valdzios institucijoms apie sprendimg pradéti procediirg pagal ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél PrieZidiros
institucijos ir Teisingumo Teismo jsteigimo 3 protokolo I dalies 1 straipsnio 2 dalj dél pirmiau minétos priemonés.

EFTA Surveillance Authority
Registry

Rue Belliard 35

1040 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIE
registry@eftasurv.int

Sios pastabos bus perduotos Norvegijos valdzios institucijoms. Pastabas teikianciai suinteresuotajai Saliai pateikus
motyvuotg rastiska prasyma, jos tapatybé gali bati neatskleidziama.

Santrauka

Procediira
(1) 2016 m. rugpjacio 16 d. Institucija gavo prekybos organizacijos ,Norsk Industri“ skunda.

(2) Institucijai pateikus praSymus, 2016 m. spalio 5 d., 2017 m. vasario 28 d., kovo 20 d., rugpjucio 22 d., spalio
31 d., lapkri¢io 20 d. ir 2018 m. kovo 5 d. Norvegijos valdzios institucijos jai pateiké informacija.

Priemoniy apibiidinimas
(3) [tariamos pagalbos gavéjai yra bendrovés ,Remiks Miljgpark AS*, ,Remiks Naring AS“ ir ,Remiks Produksjon AS*.

4) 99,99 proc. bendrovés ,Remiks Miljgpark AS“ priklauso Trumsés savivaldybei. Bendrovei ,Remiks Miljopark AS*
priklauso 100 proc. bendroviy ,Remiks Naering AS“ ir ,Remiks Produksjon AS“ akcijy.

(5) Bendrovei ,Remiks Miljepark AS“ taip pat priklauso 100 proc. bendrovés ,Remiks Husholdning AS* akcijy. Taciau
$i bendroveé teikia paslaugas tik Trumsés savivaldybei ir nevykdo veiklos rinkoje. Bendrovés ,Remiks Husholdning
AS*“ pirkimai priskiriami savivaldybei.

(6) Nuo 2010 m. pradzios iki 2017 m. vasario 1 d. Trumsés savivaldybé i§ bendrovés ,Remiks Naering AS“ pirko
atlieky surinkimo paslaugas savo pramonés atliekoms surinkti.
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(7) Nuo 2010 m. pradzios iki $iol Trumsés savivaldybé, turédama netiesiogine kontrole, yra nurodziusi bendrovei
,Remiks Husholdning AS“ rinkti buitines atliekas Trumsés savivaldybéje. Nuo vasario 1 d. iki Siol Trumsés
savivaldybé yra nurodziusi bendrovei ,Remiks Husholdning AS* taip pat rinkti Trumsés savivaldybés nuosavas
pramongs atliekas. Bendrové ,Remiks Husholdning AS“ sias paslaugas savivaldybés vardu teikia uz savikaing, t. y.
jai atlyginama atsizvelgiant | visas iSlaidas, nejskaitant pelno. Bendrové ,Remiks Husholdning AS“ vykdo atlieky
surinkimo veikla, ta¢iau batinas atlieky apdorojimo paslaugas perka i§ susijusios bendrovés ,Remiks Produksjon
AS“

(8) 2010 ir 2012 m., rySium su bendrovés ,Remiks Group“ isteigimu, Trumsés savivaldybé kapitala, skolas,
kilnojamaji turtg ir nekilnojamajj turtg perleido patronuojanciajai bendrovei ,Remiks Miljopark AS*.

9) Sprendimas yra susijes su trimis priemonémis: i) Trumsés savivaldybés atlieky surinkimo paslaugy pirkimu i$
bendrovés ,Remiks Neering AS*, ii) bendrovés ,Remiks Husholdning AS“ atlieky apdorojimo paslaugy pirkimu i§
bendrovés ,Remiks Produksjon AS ir iii) 2010 ir 2012 m. Trumsés savivaldybés ir bendrovés ,Remiks Group*
sandoriais.

Priemoniy vertinimas

(10)  Dél i ir ii punktuose nurodyty priemoniy Institucija abejoja, ar atitinkamai Trumsés savivaldybé ir bendrové
,Remiks Husholdning AS“ uZ isigytas paslaugas mokéjo rinkos kaing. Dél iii punkte nurodytos priemonés
Institucija abejoja, ar Trumsés savivaldybés sandoriai su bendrove ,Remiks Group“ buvo vykdomi rinkos
salygomis ir atitinka rinkos ekonomikos veiklos vykdytojo principa.

(11)  Jeigu priemonés laikytinos valstybés pagalba, nebuvo laikomasi ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél Priezitros
institucijos ir Teisingumo Teismo jsteigimo 3 protokolo I dalies 1 straipsnio 3 dalyje nustatytos pareigos prie$
patvirtinant valstybés pagalba apie ja pranesti Institucijai. Todél valstybés pagalba bity neteiséta.

(12)  Norvegijos valdZios institucijos nepateiké argumenty, kuriais baity pagrindziama, kad, jeigu minétos priemonés
laikytinos valstybés pagalba, jos galéty biti laikomos suderinamomis su EEE susitarimo veikimu. Taigi, Institucija
abejoja dél visy trijy priemoniy suderinamumo.

Decision No 085/19/COL of 4 December 2019 to open a formal investigation into potential state aid granted to
the Remiks Group related to waste handling services

1. Summary

(1) The EFTA Surveillance Authority (the ,Authority“) wishes to inform Norway that, having assessed a complaint
relating to (i) Tromse municipality’s purchase of waste collection services from Remiks Nering AS, (ii) Remiks
Husholdning AS’ purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks Produksjon AS, and (iii) transactions from
Tromse municipality to the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012 (the ,measures®), the Authority has doubts as to
whether the measures constitute state aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, and as to
the compatibility of the measures with the EEA Agreement. Therefore, the Authority is required to open a formal
investigation procedure (!).

(2) The complainant has also submitted a separate complaint about alleged violations of the public procurement rules.
This decision, however, concerns the state aid complaint only, and remains without prejudice to the ongoing
investigation concerning public procurement handled by the Authority’s Internal Market Affairs Directorate (2).

(3) The Authority has based its decision on the following considerations.
2. Procedure
(4) By letter dated 16 August 2016, Norsk Industri, the Federation of Norwegian Industries, (the ,complainant®)

lodged a complaint against the measures (%).

(") Reference is made to Article 4(4) of Part II of Protocol 3 to the Agreement between the EFTA States on the Establishment of a
Surveillance Authority and a Court of Justice.

() Case No 78085.

() Document No 814858.
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3.1

The Norwegian authorities submitted comments to the complaint on 5 October 2016 (*). The Authority requested
further information from the Norwegian authorities on 18 January 2017 (), which was provided by letters dated
28 February (%) and 20 March 2017 ().

The Authority provided the complainant with a preliminary view on the complaint by letter dated
24 May 2017 (%). The Authority received further information from the complainant on 22 June 2017 (), and
from the Norwegian Authorities on 22 August 2017 (*9).

By letter dated 31 August 2017, the Authority requested further information from the Norwegian authorities (*').
By letters dated 31 October and 20 November 2017, the Norwegian authorities replied to the information
request ('3).

By letter dated 16 January 2018, the Authority requested further information from the Norwegian authorities (*’),
and the Norwegian authorities provided information by letter dated 5 March 2018 (*4).

The complainant sent additional information by emails of 14 December 2016; 15 September and
13 November 2017; and 12 January, 31 January and 22 May 2018 ().

Background

Historical development

(10)  In Norway, waste handling services are regulated by the Pollution Control Act (*%). The Act makes a distinction

between household waste, which is all waste from the municipalities’ households, and industrial waste, which is
the waste from public and private enterprises.

) Up until 2009, Tromse municipality organised its waste management services in-house through municipal units
and enterprises. In 2009, the municipal council decided to organise the municipality’s waste management in a
group of limited liability companies (7). This was done to put an ,arm’s length“ between the municipality and the
activities exposed to competition (**).

(12)  In June 2009, the municipal council converted the municipal enterprise Tromse Miljepark KF (), which had

previously performed waste management services for Tromsg municipality, into Remiks Miljopark AS (%). In
December 2009, three subsidiaries were established under Remiks Miljgpark AS (*'): Remiks Husholdning AS
(,Remiks Husholdning“), Remiks Nearing AS (,Remiks Nering”) and Remiks Produksjon AS (,Remiks
Produksjon®). Collectively the companies are referred to as the ,Remiks Group*.

Document No 821154.

Document No 840687.

Document No 844198.

Document No 848555.

Document No 854974.

Document No 862433.

Document No 870978.

Document No 870978.

Documents No 880582 and 884931.

Document No 882703.

Document No 901145.

Documents No 831575, 873959, 882172, 896066, 895954 and 914528.

Forurensningsloven, LOV-1981-03-13-6.

Attachments 2, 3 and 4b to letter dated 3.5.18, Documents No 901215, 901211 and 901203; Tromse municipality’s letter dated
2017 m. spalio 31 d., Document No 880582, and Attachment 7 to the letter, Document No 880592.

Preparatory papers from Tromse municipality’s administration to the municipality council, Attachment 2 to letter dated 5.3.18,
Document No 901215.

A municipal enterprise (in Norwegian: kommunalt foretak, shortened KF) is an administrative branch of the central municipality, and
not a separate legal entity. Municipal enterprises are regulated by the Local Government Act chapter 11.

Tromse municipality’s letter, dated 2017 m. spalio 31 d., Document No 880582, and Attachments 6 and 7 to the letter, Documents
No 880590 and 880592.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145, and Attachment 4 to the letter, Document No
901219, and Tromse municipality’s letter dated 2017 m. spalio 31 d., Document No 880582 and Attachment 7 to the letter,
Document No 880592.
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(14)

Transactions involving the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012

On 23 June 2010, Tromsg municipal council made the formal decision to transfer the capital and liabilities that
were left in the municipal enterprises Tromse Miljgpark KF and Remiks Tromse KF to Remiks Miljgpark AS (*3).
The transactions involved movables, capital, liabilities, and real estate, including the waste handling facility
Remiks Miljgpark (the same name as the parent company) where the Remiks Group companies have their
business. The assets were converted into share capital in Remiks Miljgpark AS (¥).

In 2012, Tromsg municipal council decided to transfer real estate and a loan to Remiks Miljgpark AS, in addition
to adjusting the value of the real estate transferred in 2010 (*). In both the preparatory paper (*) and the
decision (%), Tromsg municipality specified a requirement for a 9 % return on the investment.

The current company structure

Per November 2019, the Remiks Group is organised as follows (¥):

— Remiks Miljgpark AS is the parent company in the Remiks Group. It is owned 99,99 % by Tromse
municipality and 0,01 % by Karlsey municipality (). It provides services and rents out property to its
subsidiaries.

— Remiks Husholdning is owned 100 % by Remiks Miljgpark AS. Until 2017, it only collected household waste
for Tromse municipality. As of 1 February 2017, it also collectes Tromse municipality’s own industrial waste.

— Remiks Nering is owned 100 % by Remiks Miljopark AS. Remiks Nering specialises in the collection of
industrial waste, and offers such services on the market. Until 1 February 2017, it had an agreement with
Tromse municipality for the collection of Tromse municipality’s own industrial waste.

— Remiks Produksjon is owned 100 % by Remiks Miljopark AS. It provides waste treatment services on the
market, primarily to its sister companies.

Below is an illustration of the Remiks Group’s structure:

REMIKS
Miljgpark AS

REMIKS REMIKS REMIKS
Husholdning AS Produksjon AS Neering AS

Household waste

The Norwegian Pollution Control Act, section 27a, first paragraph, defines household waste as waste from private
households, including large objects such as furniture, etc.

Attachment 8a to Tromsg municipality’s letter dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901189. The transfers were decided on in
2010, but backdated to the establishment of Remiks Miljgpark AS in 2009.

Attachments 4, 4c and 8a to Tromse municipality’s letter dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Documents No 901219, 901205 and 901189.
Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145, and attachments 8, 8b, 8¢, 8d and 9 to the letter,
Documents No 901183, 901181, 901177,901179 and 901175.

In Norwegian: saksfremlegg.

Attachment 9 to the letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901175.

Based on information obtained at www.purehelp.no 2019 m. lapkricio 21 d..

The 0,01 % ownership by Karlsey municipality seems to be related to intentions that Tromse and Karlsey would cooperate on waste
handling, but this seems not to have materialised. See letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No
901145.
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(19)

3.5

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

Under the Pollution Control Act, sections 29 and 30, the municipalities are obliged to collect and have facilities to
treat household waste (*). The costs associated with the waste management are to be covered by a fee, levied on the
inhabitants (*%). The municipal waste fee are to be calculated based on a self-cost principle; covering the total costs
of collecting and handling the waste on behalf of the municipality, without generating a profit for the municipality,
in accordance with the Waste Regulation, chapter 15 (*!).

When Tromse municipality reorganised its waste handling services and established the Remiks Group in 2010, by
way of its control in Remiks Husholdning it instructed Remiks Husholdning to collect the household waste on
behalf of the municipality, based on the self-cost principle. Remiks Husholdning collects and sorts the waste.
However, it purchases the waste treatment services, consisting of incineration, depositing and recycling, from its
sister company Remiks Produksjon.

Industrial waste

The Norwegian Pollution Control Act, section 27a, second paragraph, defines industrial waste as waste from public
and private enterprises and institutions.

The Norwegian Pollution Control Act does not oblige the municipalities to organise the collection or handling of
industrial waste. Any operator can therefore offer these services on the market. However, all producers of
industrial waste are obliged to ensure the proper disposal and handling of their waste. Tromsg municipality,
as a producer of industrial waste, is therefore obliged to ensure the proper collection and treatment of its own
industrial waste, produced by the different municipal units (kindergartens, hospitals, nursing homes, municipal
offices, etc.) (*%).

Before 2010, Tromse municipality ensured the collection of its own industrial waste through a municipal
enterprise (*). When Tromsg municipality reorganised its waste handling services and established the Remiks
Group, Remiks Nering took over the collection of the municipality’s own industrial waste (*¥). Therefore, the
agreements for the services were not tendered out or renegotiated. From 2010, Remiks Nering merely continued
to provide the same services to the municipality as the municipal enterprise had done before the reorganisation.
The only thing that changed was the invoicing system, from internal and centralised to external and decentralised.
This meant that each municipal unit (municipal offices, kindergarten, etc.) paid for the service from their budget,
and Remiks Neering treated them as individual customers (**).

Because of this continuation of the collection services, Remiks Neering and Tromse municipality never entered into
a formal contract for the waste collection services (*°). The Norwegian authorities have described the arrangement
as an unwritten framework agreement where each municipal unit decided its need for waste collection, and was
invoiced separately (*'). The Authority will refer to the arrangement between Tromse municipality and Remiks
Nering, regarding the collection of industrial waste, simply as an agreement.

In 2016, Tromse municipality decided to terminate the agreement with Remiks Nering, and concluded a new
framework agreement with Remiks Husholdning for the collection of the municipality’s industrial waste, starting
1 February 2017. The agreement was awarded directly, and based on a self-cost principle, meaning that the
compensation covers the full costs, but no profits (*).

Remiks Husholdning foresaw a total price for the services in 2017 of approximately NOK 8,2 million. This was
NOK 3,2 million less than the combined total price all the individual municipal units paid to Remiks Nering in
2016 (¥).

This means that any private operator needs an explicit permission from the municipality, in order to provide the service.

The Pollution Control Act, section 34. The fees can be secured through a statutory charge pursuant to the Mortgage Act (panteloven,
LOV-1980-02-08-2).

The Waste Regulation (avsfallsforskriften, FOR-2004-06-01-930), chapter 15.

The Pollution Control Act, section 32, first paragraph.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145, and letter of 2017 m. spalio 31 d., Document No
880582.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145, and attachment 16 to the letter, Document No
901161.

This is based on calculations conducted by the complainant in letter from the complainant dated 22.6.17, Document No 862433.
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4. Measures covered by the complaint
(26)  The complainant has complained about three separate measures:

(27)  First, alleged overpayment under the agreement between Tromseg municipality and Remiks Neering for collection
of industrial waste for the period running from 2010 until 1 February 2017.

(28)  Second, alleged overpayment in relation to Remiks Husholdning’s purchase of waste treatment services from its
sister company Remiks Produksjon. This agreement has been in force since the establishment of Remiks
Husholdning in 2010 and is ongoing.

(29)  Third, certain transactions from Tromse municipality to the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012, which allegedly
were not conducted on market terms.

5. Presence of state aid
5.1 Introduction

(30)  Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement stipulates that:

,Save as otherwise provided in this Agreement, any aid granted by EC Member States, EFTA States or through State
resources in any form whatsoever which distorts or threatens to distort competition by favouring certain
undertakings or the production of certain goods shall, in so far as it affects trade between Contracting Parties be
incompatible with the functioning of this Agreement.”

(31)  The qualification of a measure as aid within the meaning of this provision therefore requires the following
cumulative conditions to be met: (i) the measure must be granted by the State or through state resources; (ii) it
must confer an advantage on an undertaking; (iii) favour certain undertakings (selectivity); and (iv) threaten
to distort competition and affect trade.

5.2 Presence of state resources
5.2.1  Introduction

(32)  For the measure to constitute aid, it must be granted by the State or through state resources. State resources include
all resources of the public sector, including resources of intra-state entities (decentralised, federated, regional or
other) (*).

(33)  The transfer of state resources may take many forms, such as direct grants, loans, guarantees, direct investment in
the capital of companies and benefits in kind. A positive transfer of funds does not have to occur; waiving revenue
that would otherwise have been paid to the state constitutes a transfer of state resources (*!).

5.2.2  Tromse municipality’s purchase of industrial waste collection services

(34)  The remuneration Tromse municipality paid to Remiks Neaering for the collection of industrial waste came from
the budget of Tromse municipality, as does the remuneration which Remiks Husholdning is currently receiving
for the same services. The remuneration therefore constitutes state resources.

5.2.3  Remiks Husholdning’s purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks Produksjon

(35)  The notion of state aid as expressed in Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement is to be interpreted widely, therefore it
covers not only aid granted directly via the state budget but also compulsory contributions imposed by state
legislation. Measures financed through parafiscal charges or compulsory contributions imposed by the State and
managed and apportioned in accordance with the provisions of public rules imply a transfer of state resources,
even if not administered by the public authorities (*).

(*) See the Authority’s Guidelines on the notion of state aid (,NoA®) (O] L 342, 21.12.2017, p. 35), and EEA Supplement No 82, 2017 m.
gruodzio 21 d., p. 1, para. 48.

(*) NoA, para. 51.

(*) See NoA, para. 58; Decision No 306/09/COL of 2009 m. liepos 8 d. on the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation, section 1.2.1, and
judgment in Italy v Commission, 173(73, EU:C:1974:71, para. 16.
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(36)  Remiks Husholdning is financed through the waste fee, which is fixed in accordance with the principles laid down
in section 34 of the Pollution Control Act and chapter 15 of the Waste Regulation. The fee is collected by the
municipality and disbursed via the municipal budget (¥). Thus, the public authorities determine both the size and
use of the fee. Further, its legal basis and the way it is collected indicates that it is under the permanent control of
public authorities. The fee must therefore be considered to constitute state resources. This Assessment is in line
with the Authority’s conclusion in its decision on the financing of municipal waste collectors in Norway in
2013 (+).

(37)  Further, it must be considered whether Remiks Husholdning’s purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks
Produksjon is imputable to Tromsg municipality. That is, whether Tromsg municipality must be regarded as
having been involved in the adoption of the measures (*).

(38)  Remiks Husholdning is indirectly owned by Tromse municipality and subject to public law, such as the public
procurement rules (*). The purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks Produksjon is conducted under the
control and instruction of Tromse municipality, in accordance with the Pollution Control Act. Furthermore, as
Remiks Husholdning has been granted an exclusive right to collect the household waste by Tromse municipality
it is not subject to competition on the market, but rather operating under a monopoly (¥).

(39)  Based on this, Remiks Husholdning’s purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks Produksjon appears
imputable to Tromsg municipality, so as to constitute state resources for the purposes of Article 61(1) EEA.

5.2.4  The transactions involving the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012

(40)  If public authorities or public undertakings provide goods or services at a price below market rates, or invest in an
undertaking in a manner that is inconsistent with the market economy operator (,MEO®) principle, this implies
foregoing state resources (as well as the granting of an advantage) (*).

(41)  Therefore, if the transactions from Tromsg municipality to the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012 were not
conducted on market terms, state resources within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA might have been
involved.

5.3 Undertaking

(42)  Only advantages granted to ,undertakings“ are subject to state aid law. The concept of an undertaking covers any
entity that engages in an economic activity regardless of its status and the way it is financed. Hence, the public or
private status of an entity, or the fact a company is partly or wholly publicly owned, has no bearing on whether or
not the entity is an ,undertaking” (**).

(43)  Anactivity is economic in nature where it consists in offering goods and services on a market (*). The assessment
of the activity must be based on the factual evidence, and the question is whether there is a market for the services
concerned (*Y). In this regard, it is relevant to consider whether the entities receive compensation for the services, at
what level, and whether they face competition from other undertakings (*2).

(44)  Remiks Neering has, since its establishment in 2010, been providing services for collection of industrial waste for
remuneration in competition with other undertakings. Based on this, Remiks Nering appears to engage in
economic activity so as to constitute an undertaking.

(45)  Remiks Produksjon offers waste treatment services. The services are offered on the market for remuneration and in
competition with other providers. Remiks Produksjon thus appears to engage in economic activity so as to
constitute an undertaking.

(¥) The fifth paragraph of section 34 of the Pollution Control Act.

(*) Decision No 91/13/COL of 2013 m. vasario 27 d., on the financing of municipal waste collectors, para. 26.

(*) Judgment in France v Commission, C-482/99, EU:C:2002:294, para. 52.

(*) Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145.

(*) Letter from Tromsg municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145. See also NoA, para. 43.

(*) NoA, para. 52.

(*) Judgment in Congregacién de Escuelas Pias Provincia Betania, C-74/16, EU:C:2017:496, para. 42.

(%) NoA, section 2.1.

(") Judgment in Havenbedrijf Antwerpen and Maatschappij van de Brugse Zeehaven v Commission, T-696/17, EU:T:2019:652, para. 56.
(*) Case E-29/15 Sorpa [2016] EFTA Ct. Rep. 825, paras 51-64.
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(46)  Inrelation to the transfers from Tromse municipality to the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012, the Group must be
considered to form one economic unit (**). An entity which, owning controlling shareholdings in a company,
actually exercises that control by involving itself directly or indirectly in the management thereof must be
regarded as taking part in the economic activity carried on by the controlled undertaking (*4).

(47)  The subsidiaries in the Remiks Group are fully owned by Remiks Miljgpark AS, and the Authority does not have
any indications that Remiks Miljgpark AS is not involved in the management of its fully owned subsidiaries. The
Authority has preliminarily concluded that both Remiks Neering and Remiks Produksjon undertake economic
activity (see immediately above). With this, it is also the Authority’s preliminary conclusion that the Remiks
Group, as one economic unit, constitutes an undertaking for the purposes of the application of state aid rules,
in so far as it is engaged in the economic activities of Remiks Naering and Remiks Produksjon (*%).

5.4 Advantage
5.4.1 Introduction

(48)  The qualification of a measure as state aid requires that it confers an advantage on the recipient. An advantage,
within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, is any economic benefit that an undertaking could not
have obtained under normal market conditions (*%).

(49)  The measure constitutes an advantage not only if it confers positive economic benefits, but also in situations where
it mitigates charges normally borne by the budget of the undertaking. This covers all situations in which economic
operators are relieved of the inherent costs of their economic activities (7).

(50)  Economic transactions carried out by public bodies are considered not to confer an advantage on the counterpart
of the agreement, and therefore not to constitute aid, if they are carried out in line with normal market
conditions (**). This is assessed pursuant to the MEO principle (*). Therefore, when public authorities purchase
a service, it is generally sufficient, to exclude the presence of an advantage, that they pay market price.

(51)  Whether a transaction is in line with market conditions can be established on the basis of a generally accepted,
standard assessment methodology, relying on the available objective, verifiable and reliable data, which should be
sufficiently detailed and should reflect the economic situation at the time at which the transaction was decided,
taking into account the level of risk and future expectations (%').

5.4.2  Tromse municipality’s purchase of waste collection services from Remiks Neering
5.4.2.1 Introduction

(52)  According to the MEO principle, the decision to carry out a transaction must have been taken on the basis of
economic evaluations comparable to those which, in similar circumstances, a rational MEO (with characteristics
similar to those of the public body concerned) would have carried out to determine the profitability or economic
advantage of the transaction (*). When examining compliance with the principle it is only the information known
at the time of the decision which is relevant (%2).

(53)  The purchase of the services through a competitive tender is only one of several methods for ensuring that a
transaction does not confer an advantage within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement. To establish
whether a transaction is in line with market conditions, that transaction can be assessed in the light of the terms on
which comparable transactions carried out by comparable private operators have taken place in comparable
situations (benchmarking) (**) or through a qualified financial assessment (*).

(54)  Below, the Authority examines the different lines of reasoning that the complainant has brought forward in
support of its assertion that Remiks Neering has been overcompensated.

) NoA, para. 11.

) Judgment in AceaElectrabel Produzione v Commission, C-480/09 P, EU:C:2010:787, para. 49.
) NoA, para. 11.

) NOA, para. 66.

) NoA, para. 68.

**) Judgment in SFEI and others, EU:C:1996:285, C-39/94, paras 60-62.
) NoA, para. 76.

) NoA, para. 101.

) NoA, para. 79.

) NoA, para. 78.

) NoA, paras 98-100.

) NoA, paras 101-105.
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5.4.2.2 Benchmarking

(55)  The complainant alleges that Tromse municipality has paid disproportionally more than Bode municipality for
similar waste collection services in the same period.

(56)  The complainant states that Tromsg municipality in 2016 paid to Remiks Nering five times what Bode
municipality paid to Retura Iris AS for collection of industrial waste. Both Tromse and Bode are municipalities in
the North of Norway, located by the coast, and with a road network interrupted by fjords. The complainant argues
that the two municipalities are comparable in size and population density. While there are 5 100 people working
in Tromsg municipality at 160 municipal locations, there are 3 100 people working in Bode municipality, at 100
locations. On that basis, the complainant argues that the price paid in Tromse should not exceed a price which is
proportionally higher (approximately 60—65 % higher) than that paid in Bode for similar services (%*).

(57)  The Norwegian authorities argue that the agreements in Tromse and Bodg are different in both size and nature,
and that the agreement with Bode municipality therefore cannot serve as an appropriate benchmark. The
municipality of Tromse has paid a fixed price for waste collection services, based on the size of the bins,
regardless of the actual weight. Thus, Remiks Nering carried the risk of the municipality disposing of more waste
than budgeted for. The fixed price also covered additional services such as picking up waste that had fallen outside
of the bins and additional bags placed next to the bins — in addition to educating the public, raising climate and
environmental awareness (*). The municipality of Bode had an agreement where it paid a price based on the
actual weight of waste collected, which means the municipality carried the risk of disposing of more waste than
budgeted for. Thus, the scope of and risk allocation under the two agreements are different.

(58)  Further, the Norwegian authorities argue that the difference in geography, the population density, and municipal
locations, including the number of municipal employees, justify different prices for the collection of industrial
waste in Tromsg and Bode.

(59)  Based on the above, it is the Authority’s preliminary conclusion that benchmarking against Bode municipality is
not an appropriate way to evaluate the market price for the waste collection services (/).

5.4.2.3 Negotiating a better price

(60)  The complainant argues that the municipality of Tromse is the largest purchaser of waste collection services in the
area concerned, and that it therefore should have been able to negotiate a better price (*).

(61)  An advantage, within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, is any economic benefit, which an
undertaking could not have obtained under normal market conditions (*). To establish whether a transaction
complies with market conditions, the transaction can be assessed in the light of the terms under which
comparable transactions carried out by a comparable private operator would have taken place in a comparable
situation (7).

(62)  The Norwegian authorities have provided documentation indicating that a number of private undertakings have
purchased comparable products at the same or a higher price than Tromsg municipality ("'). However, it is not
clear whether the list includes the majority of Remiks Neering’s other customers, or only a smaller selection. The
Authority invites the Norwegian authorities to provide further information on the proportion of other customers
that have purchased comparable products to a price equal to or higher that paid by Tromse municipality.

5.4.2.4 Increase in remuneration during the contract period

(63)  The complainant further points out that the total compensation paid to Remiks Neering for the relevant services
increased from NOK 7,7 million in 2010 to NOK 11,4 million in 2016, so almost 50 % over six years.

(**) The Complaint, dated 2016 m. rugpjiicio 15 d., Document No 814858, and Annexes IV-VII to the complaint, Documents No
818909-818911.

(*) Letter from Remiks Group, dated 2017 m. spalio 30 d., Document No 880602.

(*’) See also the Authority’s letter dated 2017 m. geguzés 24 d., Document No 854974.

(*) Letter from the complainant, dated 2016 m. gruodzio 15 d., Document No 831575.

(*) NoA, para. 66.

() NoA, para. 98.

(") Letter from Remiks Neering, dated 2016 m. rugséjo 29 d., Document No 821156.
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(64)  The Norwegian authorities have provided documentation showing that the number of inhabitants and municipal
employees has increased in the same period, and that the municipality has made several investments in new
municipal buildings and units, which has led to an increase in the production of waste. The increase
in remuneration to Remiks Nering is also mirrored in a corresponding increase in operating expenditure ().

(65)  The Authority, however, has doubts as to whether the information provided can explain a 50 % increase in price
over a period of six years. The Authority therefore invites the Norwegian authorities to provide further
information on the basis for the increases in the total remuneration paid.

5.4.2.5 Difference compared to the price budgeted by Remiks Husholdning for 2017

(66)  As of 1 February 2017, Tromse municipality terminated the agreement with Remiks Nering, and instructed
Remiks Husholdning to collect the municipal industrial waste on an in-house basis, at a price not exceeding the
costs (self-cost). Remiks Husholdning estimated budget for 2017 was NOK 8,2 million, which is NOK 3,2 million
less than the NOK 11,4 million that Remiks Neering received for the services in 2016.

(67)  The complainant argues that, provided the costs for the waste collection services were the same in 2016 and 2017,
Remiks Neering would have had a profit of NOK 3,2 million for the services it provided in 2016. This would entail
a margin on these services of 30 %, which is considerably higher than the market standard, which the complainant
estimates at 0-8 % ().

(68)  The Norwegian authorities argue that the services provided by Remiks Neering under the 2016 agreement and the
services provided by Remiks Husholdning under the 2017 agreement are materially different. Under the
agreement with Remiks Neering, Tromse municipality had a fixed price agreement whereby Remiks Nering
carried the risk of the municipality disposing of more waste than budgeted for ("#). Under the self-cost agreement
with Remiks Husholdning, Tromse municipality entered into an agreement based on the actual weight disposed,
which means that the municipality carries the risk of disposing of more waste than budgeted for. The Norwegian
authorities argue that the allocation of risk under the two agreements is thus not comparable, and justifies
different prices.

(69)  Further, the Norwegian authorities argue that Remiks Husholdning has been able to take advantage of synergies
and efficiency gains when coordinating the collection of industrial waste with the collection of household waste,
leading to lower overall costs. It is also argued that Remiks Husholdning is currently at its most efficient, and
therefore able to take full advantage of its resources. In the view of the Norwegian authorities, this justifies the
difference in price between the remuneration paid to Remiks Nering in 2016 and Remiks Husholdning’s budget
for 2017.

(70)  While the Norwegian authorities have provided explanations seeking to justify the difference in remuneration in
2016 and 2017, the Authority has not been provided with documentation underlying these explanations. The
Authority therefore invites the Norwegian authorities to provide documentation evidencing the efficiency gains
and synergies said to justify the difference.

5.4.2.6 Conclusion

(71)  Based on the above, the Norwegian authorities have not at present time provided sufficient evidence showing that
the price paid to Remiks Neering for collection of industrial waste, complies with the MEO principle.

(72)  Inlight of the above, and in particular in light of the absence of sufficient evidence supporting that the price paid
for the collection of industry waste in the period from 2010 to 1 February 2017 was determined in line with
normal market conditions, the Authority has formed the preliminary view that Remiks Nearing may have received
an advantage, within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement.

(™ Letter from Tromse Municipality, dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901145.
() Letter from the complainant, dated 2017 m. lapkri¢io 13 d., Document No 882862.
(") Further explained in section 7.4.2.2.
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(76)

(79)

5.4.

(80)

(81)

(82)

.3 Remiks Husholdning’s purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks Produksjon

The Norwegian authorities argue that it is impossible for Remiks Husholdning to purchase waste treatment
services from any other undertaking than Remiks Produksjon. The reason being that for Remiks Husholdning to
purchase waste treatment services from such a third party, the waste that goes through Remiks Husholdning’s
optical sorting machine would have to be transported out of Remiks Miljgpark, through Remiks Produksjon’s
business area. Remiks Produksjon has not consented to allowing third parties to enter its business area, let alone
transport waste through it. This explains why Remiks Husholdning has been purchasing waste treatment services
from Remiks Produksjon without tendering out the services ().

The complainant intimates that the purchase of these services, without a tender, has led to Remiks Husholdning
paying a price above market price for waste treatment services.

The Norwegian authorities argue that the services Remiks Husholdning purchase from Remiks Produksjon are
provided on market terms and in accordance with the arm’s length principle in the Limited Liability Companies
Act, section 3-9 (7).

In determining an appropriate price for Remiks Husholdning’s purchase of waste treatment services from Remiks
Produksjon, the two parties looked at the price Remiks Neering paid to Remiks Produksjon for waste treatment
services. Remiks Husholdning and Remiks Neering considered that the services Remiks Husholdning purchased
were comparable in type and volume to those purchased by Remiks Nering, and that the costs for treating
household and industrial waste are similar.

The Authority is, however, not convinced that the prices paid by another company in the same group is an
appropriate benchmark for establishing market price.

In light of the above, and in particular in light of the absence of evidence supporting that the compensation paid to
Remiks Produksjon did not lead to overcompensation, the Authority has formed the preliminary view that Remiks
Produksjon may have received an advantage within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement.

The Authority invites the Norwegian authorities to provide documentation to substantiate that the compensation
paid to Remiks Produksjon in line with normal market conditions (7).

4 Transactions to the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012

The complainant argues that Tromse municipality did not require a sufficient return on the transactions from
Tromsg municipality to the Remiks Group in 2010 and 2012.

With the establishment of the Remiks Group in 2010, Tromse municipality transferred (a) capital, (b) debt, (c)
movables and (d) real estate to the Remiks Group (’®). The assets were converted into share capital. The
preparatory paper drafted for the purpose of the transactions () underlined the importance of complying with
the MEO principle. However, it is not clear how the municipality actually ensured compliance with the principle.

In 2012, Tromse municipality transferred (a) real estate and (b) debt to Remiks Miljepark AS, in addition to (c)
adjusting the value of the real estate transferred in 2010 (*). The Tromse municipal board decided to require a 9
% return. The preparatory paper prepared for the purpose of the transactions underlined the need to determine an
appropriate level of return on the basis of the MEO principle. The preparatory paper included a discussion on
whether the fact that only 40 % of the Remiks Group’s activities are conducted in a competitive market, while
the remaining 60 % are activities for which the municipality cannot obtain a profit, is relevant for the MEO
principle, but does not seem to reach a conclusion on this point (*!). The preparatory paper found a 9 % return
appropriate (*), but did not set out the economic assessment explaining why.

Letter from Tromse municipality, dated 5.3.18, Document No 901145.

Lov om aksjeselskaper, LOV-1997-06-13-44.

NoA, para. 74.

Attachment 8a to letter dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901189.

Attachments 4, 4a, 4b and 4c to the letter from Tromse municipality dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Documents No 901219, 901213,
901203 and 901205.

Attachment 9 to letter dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901175.

The same assessment is included in the preparatory paper in relation to the 2010 transfer, Attachment 4 to the letter from Tromse
municipality dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document No 901219.

Attachments 8, 8b, 8¢, 8d to letter dated 5.3.18, Documents No 901183, 901181, 901177 and 901197.
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(83)  The complainant further argues that the 9 % level of return set in 2012 was determined based on only 40 % of the
Remiks Group’s turnover originating from the group’s commercial activities (Remiks Nearing and Remiks
Produksjon). According to the complainant, the division between commercial and non- commercial activity
shifted, and in 2016, 58 % of the turnover was linked to the commercial activities in Remiks Nering and Remiks
Produksjon (*%). Allegedly, as the conditions for setting the relevant rate of return changed, Tromsg municipality
should have adjusted the level of return (*4).

(84)  Whether a transaction complies with the MEO principle must be examined on an ex ante basis, having regard to the
information available at the time the transactions were decided. The relevant evidence is the information which
was available, and the developments which were foreseeable, at the time when the investment decision was
made ().

(85)  The question is therefore whether, based on the information available at the time, a rational market economy
operator (with characteristics similar to Tromsg municipality) would have carried out similar transactions.

(86)  Inrelation to the transactions referred to in paragraph (81) above, the Authority invites the Norwegian authorities
to provide further information on the transfers and how these comply with the MEO principle.

(87)  Inrelation to the transactions referred to in paragraph (82) above, the Authority invites the Norwegian authorities
to provide documentation for, and further elaborate on, the assessments forming the basis for an assessment of
compliance with the MEO principle, and the relevant level of return.

5.5 Selectivity

(88)  To be characterised as state aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, the measure must also
be selective in that it favours ,certain undertakings or the production of certain goods“. Not all measures which
favour economic operators fall under the notion of aid, only those which grant an advantage in a selective way to
certain undertakings, categories of undertakings or to certain economic sectors.

(89)  The purchase of services from Remiks Naering and Remiks Produksjon are specific transactions benefitting the two
undertakings respectively.

(90)  Similarly, the transfers to the Remiks Group are specific transactions benefitting the company group.
(91)  Accordingly, the alleged measures must be considered selective in the sense of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement.
5.6 Effect on trade and distortion of competition

(92)  In order to constitute state aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, the measures must be
liable to distort competition and affect trade between EEA States.

(93)  Measures granted by the State are considered liable to distort competition when they are liable to improve the
position of the recipient compared to other undertakings with which it competes. A distortion of competition
within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement is generally found to exist when the State grants a
financial advantage to an undertaking in a liberalised sector where there is, or could be, competition (*).

(94)  Public support may be liable to distort competition even if it does not help the recipient undertaking to expand or
gain market share. It is enough that the aid allows it to maintain a stronger competitive position than it would have
had if the aid had not been provided (*).

(95)  To the extent that the relevant measures have not been carried out in line with normal market conditions, they
have conferred an advantage on the relevant undertakings which may have strengthened the undertakings’
position compared to other undertakings competing with them.

(**) Note that some of the revenues in Remiks Produksjon stem from treating household waste from Remiks Husholdning. The
complainant has not explained whether or how this affects the calculations.

(*) The complainant’s letter dated 2018 m. geguzés 22 d., Document No 914528.

(**) Judgment in Commission v EDF, C-124/10 P, EU:C:2012:318, paras 83-85 and 105; judgment in France v Commission, C-482/99, EU:
C:2002:294, paras 71-72.

(*) NoA, para. 187.

(*) NoA, para. 189.
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5.7

(100)

(101)

(102)

(103)

(104)

(105)

(106)

The measures must also be liable to affect trade between EEA States. Where state aid strengthens the position of an
undertaking compared with other undertakings competing in intra-EEA trade, this is assumed to have effect on
trade between EEA States (*%).

The Authority has previously found that public support to waste collection services in Norway is liable to distort
competition and affect trade between EEA States (*). Waste collection and treatment is increasingly an
international industry. In 2017, Norway exported 1,7 million tons of waste (*’). The practice of tendering out
waste services also means that undertakings from other EEA States can compete for waste handling contracts in
other municipalities (*!).

The competitive situation is also highlighted in one of the preparatory papers in relation to the establishment of
the Remiks Group in 2010. The paper notes an increasing number of undertakings competing on the markets for
collection and handling of industrial waste, and highlights that the competition includes both national companies
and companies with international owners (*2).

Thus the Authority cannot exclude that the measures are liable to distort competition and affect trade within the
EEA.

Conclusion

Based on the information provided by the Norwegian authorities and the complainant, the Authority cannot
exclude that the measures described above may entail state aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA
Agreement.

Procedural requirements

Pursuant to Article 1(3) of Part I of Protocol 3 to the Agreement between the EFTA States on the Establishment of a
Surveillance Authority and a Court of Justice (,Protocol 3“): ,The EFTA Surveillance Authority shall be informed, in
sufficient time to enable it to submit its comments, of any plans to grant or alter aid. [...] The State concerned shall
not put its proposed measures into effect until the procedure has resulted in a final decision.”

The Norwegian authorities did not notify the measures before putting them into effect. The Authority therefore
concludes that, if the measures constitute state aid, the Norwegian authorities will not have respected their
obligations pursuant to Article 1(3) of Part I of Protocol 3.

Compatibility of the aid measure

The Norwegian authorities have not provided any arguments substantiating why the measures, if they were to
constitute state aid, should be considered compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement. The Authority
has also not identified any clear grounds for compatibility.

Thus, if the measures constitute state aid, the Authority has doubts as to their compatibility with the functioning of
the EEA Agreement

Conclusion

As set out above, the Authority has doubts as to whether the measures constitute state aid within the meaning of
Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, and as to their compatibility with the functioning of the EEA Agreement.

Consequently, and in accordance Article 4(4) of Part II of Protocol 3, the Authority hereby opens the formal
investigation procedure provided for in Article 1(2) of Part I of Protocol 3. The decision to open a formal
investigation procedure is without prejudice to the final decision of the Authority, which may conclude that
the measures do not constitute state aid, or are compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement.

(*) Judgment in Eventech, C-518/13, EU:C:2015:9, para. 66.

(**) Decision No 91/13/COL of 2013 m. vasario 27 d., on the financing of municipal waste collectors, para. 41.

(") Report from the Nordic Competition Authorities, Competition in the waste management sector, section 3.2.4:
https:/[konkurransetilsynet.no/wp-content/uploads/2018/08 [Nordic-Report-201 6-Waste-Management-Sector.pdf

(") Judgment in Altmark, C-280/00, EU:C:2003:415, paras 78-79.

(* Preparatory paper 2009 m. balandZio 29 d., attachment 2 to letter dated 2018 m. kovo 5 d., Document 901215. The Authority’s
office translation.
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(107)  The Authority, acting under the procedure laid down in Article 1(2) of Part I of Protocol 3, invites the Norwegian
authorities to submit, by 6 January 2020, their comments and to provide all documents, information and data
needed for the assessment of the measures in light of the state aid rules.

(108)  The Norwegian authorities are requested to immediately forward a copy of this decision to the Remiks Group.

(109)  If this letter contains confidential information which should not be disclosed to third parties, please inform the
Authority by 13 December 2019, identifying the confidential elements and the reasons why the information is
considered to be confidential. In doing so, please consult the Authority’s Guidelines on Professional Secrecy in
State Aid Decisions (). If the Authority does not receive a reasoned request by that deadline, you will be deemed
to agree to the disclosure to third parties and to the publication of the full text of the letter on the Authority’s
website: http://www.eftasurv.int/state-aid/state-aid-register/.

For the EFTA Surveillance Authority

Bente ANGELL-HANSEN Frank J. BUCHEL Hogni KRIST]ANSSON Carsten ZATSCHLER
President College Member College Member Countersigning as Director,
Responsible College Member Legal and Executive Affairs

() OJL 154, 8.6.2006, p. 27 and EEA Supplement No 29, 2006 m. birzelio 8 d., p. 1.
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2019 m. gruodzio 5 d. Sprendimas Nr. 86/19/COL pradéti galimos valstybés pagalbos, suteiktos
bendrovei ,,Gagnaveita Reykjavikur®, oficialy tyrima

Kvietimas teikti pastabas pagal ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél PrieZiiiros institucijos ir Teisingumo
Teismo jsteigimo 3 protokolo I dalies 1 straipsnio 2 dalj dél valstybés pagalbos

(2020/C 40/03)

Pirmiau nurodytu sprendimu, kurio tekstas originalo kalba pateiktas po $ios santraukos, ELPA prieZidiros institucija pranesé
Islandijos valdZios institucijoms apie sprendimg pradéti procediira pagal ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél PrieZitiros
institucijos ir Teisingumo Teismo jsteigimo 3 protokolo I dalies 1 straipsnio 2 dalj dél pirmiau minétos priemones.

Per vieng ménesj nuo Sios santraukos paskelbimo dienos suinteresuotosios 3alys gali pateikti pastabas apie priemone $iuo
adresu:

EFTA Surveillance Authority
Registry

Rue Belliard 35

1040 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIE
registry@eftasurv.int

Sios pastabos bus perduotos Islandijos valdzios institucijoms. Pastabas teikianciai suinteresuotajai $aliai pateikus motyvuota
rastiska praSyma, jos tapatybé gali bati neatskleidZiama.

Santrauka

Procediira

2016 m. spalio 26 d. Institucija gavo Islandijos telekomunikacijy bendrovés ,Siminn hf.“ skunda dél jtariamos valstybés
pagalbos, kurig bendrové ,Orkuveita Reykjavikur* (toliau — OR) suteiké savo patronuojamajai bendrovei ,Gagnaveita
Reykjavikur” (toliau — GR). Institucija papildomos informacijos ir pastaby i§ skundo pateikéjo gavo 2016 m. lapkricio
23 d., 2017 m. sausio 16 d., 2017 m. kovo 28 d., 2018 m. sausio 1 d., 2018 m. balandzio 20 d., 2018 m. rugs¢jo 21 d.,
2019 m. kovo 26 d. ir 2019 m. rugséjo 13 d. ratuose ir elektroniniuose laiskuose.

Institucijai pateikus pragymus, 2017 m. vasario 7 d., 2017 m. birZelio 22 d., 2018 m. geguzés 25 d. ir 2019 m. birZzelio 4 d.
rastuose Islandijos valdzios institucijos jai pateiké informacija.

Priemoniy apibiidinimas

Skundas yra susijes su OR investicijomis j placiajuostj rysj nuo 1999 m., kai buvo jsteigta GR pirmtaké bendrové ,Lina.Net",
iki Siol. Taciau skundas yra daugiausia susijes su laikotarpiu nuo 2007 m. sausio 1 d., kai buvo jsteigta GR. Visy pirma
skundas yra susijes su itariama valstybés pagalba, kurig bendrové OR suteiké bendrovei GR jvairiomis priemonémis,
pavyzdziui, per kapitalo injekcijas ir paskolas, kurios neatitiko rinkos salygy.

OR buvo jsteigta 1999 m. sausio 1 d. kaip valstybiné jmoné Reikjaviko miesto tarybai priémus sprendima sujungti miestui
priklausanciy elektros ir ilumos paslaugy jmoniy veiklg. OR priklauso trims Islandijos savivaldybéms: i) Reikjaviko miestui
(93,5 %), ii) Akraneso savivaldybei (5,5 %) ir iii) Borgarbigdo savivaldybei (1 %). Penkis OR direktoriy valdybos narius skiria
Reikjaviko miesto taryba, vieng — Akraneso savivaldybés taryba.

GR yra 2007 m. isteigta telekomunikacijy bendrové. GR buvo jsteigta kaip nepriklausomas juridinis subjektas, kad atitikty
Islandijos pasto ir telekomunikacijy administracijos (toliau — PTA) reikalavimus dél OR konkurencinés ir nekonkurencinés
veiklos atskyrimo. GR visiSkai priklauso bendrovei OR. Pagal GR istatus jos tikslas — eksploatuoti telekomunikacijy ir
duomeny perdavimo tinklg.

GR yra registruotas operatorius (duomeny perdavimas ir paslaugy teikimas) pagal Elektroniniy rysiy jstatyma Nr. 81/2003.
Elektroniniy rysiy jstatymo 36 straipsniu siekiama uztikrinti, kad konkurenciné telekomunikacijy veikla nebiity
subsidijuojama pajamomis, kurios gaunamos i§ veiklos, saugomos i§imtinémis teisémis arba kitomis priemonémis.
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Pagal Elektroniniy ry$iy jstatymo 36 straipsnj PTA uZtikrina, kad i§ nekonkurencingy sektoriy gautomis pajamomis nebity
subsidijuojama veikla konkurencingame telekomunikacijy sektoriuje. Todél PTA pavesta tikrinti OR investicijas |
telekomunikacijy rinkg ir GR bei OR verslo santykius. Tokie tyrimai gali bati pradéti PTA iniciatyva arba gavus
suinteresuotyjy Saliy skundus. Bendrové GR taip pat privalo pranesti PTA apie konkrecias priemones.

2006-2019 m. PTA priémé devynis oficialius sprendimus dél OR ir GR finansinio atskyrimo. PTA tyrimai apémé GR verslo
plano, kuris turi bati kasmet atnaujinamas, perziiirg atsizvelgiant i faktinius finansinius duomenis. Atlikdama perziiirg PTA,
pavyzdziui, tikrina, ar investuotojo (OR) graZos norma apskritai atitinka telekomunikacijy rinkos reikalavimus, ir nagrinéja
kapitalo struktiirg bei tai, ar OR ir GR sandoriy kainos atitinka rinkos salygas.

Trimis atvejais PTA nustaté konkrecius Elektroniniy rysiy jstatymo 36 straipsnio paZeidimus. Dviem i§ $iy atvejy PTA
nurodé susigraZinti priemones, o treciu atveju PTA nenurodé susigraZinti pranasumy.

Islandijos valdzios institucijos tvirtina, kad visuose savo santykiuose su GR bendrové OR veiké pagal rinkos ekonomikos
veiklos vykdytojo principa ir kad bendrovei GR nebuvo suteikta jokia pagalba. Siuo atzvilgiu Islandijos valdZios institucijos
pabrézia, kad visos skundziamos priemonés, susijusios su finansiniais OR ir GR santykiais, buvo jvertintos PTA pagal
Elektroniniy rysiy jstatymo 36 straipsnj. Islandijos valdzios institucijy teigimu, PTA taikytas kriterijus yra panaSus j
Institucijos taikyta kriterijy, kuriuo remiantis nustatoma, ar priemon¢ atitinka rinkos salygas (t. y. rinkos ekonomikos
veiklos vykdytojo principa). Islandijos valdZios institucijos taip pat pazyméjo, kad Institucija savo 2011 m. spalio 5 d.
Sprendime Nr. 300/11/COL jau atmeté skundo pateikéjo teiginius dél OR investicijy i bendrove ,Lina.Net.

Priemoniy vertinimas

Atsizvelgdama, inter alia, | OR teisinj statusa, bendrovés partnerystés sutartj ir jos valdybos sudétj, Institucija negali atmesti
galimybés, kad priemonés priskirtinos valstybei ir kad pagal jas perduodami valstybés istekliai, jeigu ir tiek, kiek jomis
suteikiamas pranasumas GR.

Be to, nors GR neparduoda savo pacios paslaugy savo $viesolaidiniu tinklu, ji teikia neutralig ir atvirg prieiga prie tinklo
visiems suinteresuotiems telekomunikacijy paslaugy teikéjams. Institucija mano, kad prieigos prie tinklo suteikimas
treCiyjy Saliy paslaugy teikéjams uz fiksuotg kaing yra ekonominé veikla, todél atrodo, kad GR veikia kaip jmoné, kaip
apibrézta EEE susitarimo 61 straipsnio 1 dalyje.

Atsizvelgdama | PTA sprendimy dél GR finansavimo priémimo praktikg pagal Elektroniniy rysiy jstatymo 36 straipsnj ir
tikrinimo lygj vertinant jvairias priemones, Institucija laikosi preliminarios nuomonés, kad PTA pagal 36 straipsnj taikomu
principu i§ esmés uZztikrinama, kad visi sandoriai tarp GR ir OR arba kity susijusiy bendroviy vykty rinkos salygomis. PTA
metodas gali nebiiti identiSkas rinkos ekonomikos veiklos vykdytojo vertinimui, kurj Institucija atlikty pagal EEE valstybés
pagalbos taisykles, taciau juo vis tiek uZtikrinamas tas pats rezultatas, t. y. uzkertamas kelias ne rinkos salygomis
vykdomiems sandoriams. Todél Siame etape Institucija laikosi preliminarios nuomonés, kad PTA pateikiamas vertinimas
yra lygiavertis Institucijos atliktam rinkos ekonomikos veiklos vykdytojo vertinimui.

Kai PTA ex post nustato Elektroniniy rysiy jstatymo 36 straipsnio pazeidimuy, t. y. kai ji nustato, kad tam tikras sandoris
neatitiko rinkos sglygy, ji turi teis¢ nurodyti Salims pasalinti bet kokj galimg pranaSumag taikant atitinkamas priemones.
Tadiau tam, kad PTA nurodyty susigraZinti suteikta pranaumg, nesuderinama priemoné turi biiti aiskiai apibrézta ir
negin¢ijama, pvz., konkreti piniginé suma, paskolos sutarties salyga ir t. t. Be to, kai PTA nurodé susigraZinti GR suteiktus
pranasumus, ji nereikalavo, kad tie pranasumai bty susigraZinti su palikanomis.

Yra trys pavyzdziai, kai PTA nustaté konkrecius Elektroniniy rysiy jstatymo 36 straipsnio paZeidimus. Dviem i§ $iy atvejy
PTA nurodé susigraZinti priemones, o tre¢iu atveju PTA nenurodé susigraZinti prana§umy. Institucija nustaté, kad tais
atvejais PTA jvertintomis priemonémis bendrovei GR buvo suteiktas pranasumas, kurio ji nebaty igijusi jprastomis rinkos
salygomis. Be to, $ie pranasumai nebuvo visiskai susigrazinti is GR.
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Todél Institucija laikosi preliminarios nuomonés, kad GR igijo pranasumg, kaip apibrézta EEE susitarimo 61 straipsnio 1
dalyje: i) nemokédama rinkos palikany dél pranasumo, kur ji gavo laikinai sustabdzius palikany mokéjimg, ii)
netiesiogiai gavusi 1ésy i§ OR optinio skaidulinio kabelio tinklui jrengti Elvuso savivaldybéje, iii) gavusi trumpalaikes
paskolas i§ OR ir iv) | GR paskoly sutartis su privaciais skolintojais jtraukiant salygg, kad OR ir toliau turéty kontrolinj GR
akcijy paketa.

Institucija laikosi preliminarios nuomonés, kad $ios priemonés yra atrankios, nes tai yra individualios priemonés, skirtos tik
GR. Be to, panadu, kad priemonémis gali bati iskraipoma konkurencija ir daromas poveikis prekybai EEE.

Jeigu priemonés laikytinos valstybés pagalba, nebuvo laikomasi ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél Priezitiros institucijos ir
Teisingumo Teismo jsteigimo 3 protokolo I dalies 1 straipsnio 3 dalyje nustatytos pareigos prie§ patvirtinant valstybés
pagalba apie jg pranesti Institucijai. Tokia valstybés pagalba bty neteiséta.

Islandijos valdzios institucijos nepateiké argumenty, kuriais blity pagrindziama, kad, jeigu minétos priemonés laikytinos
valstybés pagalba, jos galéty biti laikomos suderinamomis su EEE susitarimo veikimu. Taigi, Institucija abejoja dél visy
keturiy priemoniy suderinamumo.

Decision No 86/19/COL of 5 December 2019 to open a formal investigation into alleged state aid granted to
Gagnaveita Reykjavikur

1 Summary

(1) The EFTA Surveillance Authority (,the Authority) wishes to inform the Icelandic authorities that some measures
covered by the complaint related to Gagnaveita Reykjavikur (,GR“) might entail state aid within the meaning of
Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement. Furthermore, the Authority has doubts concerning the compatibility of these
measures with the functioning of the EEA Agreement. Therefore, the Authority is required to open a formal
investigation procedure into these measures (¥) ().

(2)  The Authority has based its decision on the following considerations.
2 Procedure

(3) By aletter dated 26 October 2016 (3, Siminn hf. (,the complainant®) made a complaint regarding alleged state aid
granted by Orkuveita Reykjavikur (,OR) to its subsidiary GR. By letter dated 7 November 2016, the Authority
acknowledged receipt of the complaint (}). By email of 23 November 2016, the complainant submitted further
information (%).

(4) By letter dated 28 November 2016 (), the Authority forwarded the complaint and the additional information
received to the Icelandic authorities, and invited them to submit information and observations. By email dated
16 January 2017, the Authority received additional information from the complainant (). By letter dated
7 February 2017, the Icelandic authorities submitted their comments to the Authority ().The complainant
submitted further information by email of 28 March 2017 (¥).

(50  On 7 June 2017, the Authority discussed the complaint with the Icelandic authorities at the annual package meeting
in Reykjavik. On 22 June 2017, the Icelandic authorities provided the Authority with copies of various decisions of
the Post and Telecom Administration in Iceland (,PTA®), concerning the financing of GR (’).

(6)  On 25 September 2017, the Authority met with the complainant, at its request, in Reykjavik. On 1 January 2018,
the complainant submitted further comments (*°).

>

The information in square brackets is covered by the obligation of professional secrecy.

(") Reference is made to Article 4(4) of Part II of Protocol 3 to the Agreement between the EFTA States on the Establishment of a
Surveillance Authority and a Court of Justice.

Document No 825150, and Annexes 1-43 (Document Nos 825151, 825152, 825152, 825153 and 825156).

Document No 825249.

Document No 827877.

Document No 828509.

Document No 835622 and three attachments (Document Nos 835623, 835624 and 835625).

Document Nos 840228 and 840229, and Annex 1 (Document No 840230).

Document No 850420.

Document No 862626 and eight attachments (Document Nos 862628, 862635, 862639, 862641, 862645, 862648, 862651 and
862655).

(") Document No 892188.
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(7) By letter dated 13 March 2018 (), the Authority informed the complainant about its preliminary assessment that
the financing of GR did not raise concerns concerning potential state aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the
EEA Agreement. By letter dated 20 April 2018 ('), the complainant submitted its response to the Authority’s
preliminary assessment.

(8) By letter dated 27 April 2018 (%), the Authority forwarded the complainant’s response and additional information
received to the Icelandic authorities, and invited them to submit their observations. By letter dated 25 May 2018
(*%), the Icelandic authorities submitted their comments.

(9)  On 6 June 2018, the Authority discussed the complaint with the Icelandic authorities and received a presentation
from the PTA at the annual package meeting in Reykjavik (). By letter dated 21 September 2018 (*), the
complainant submitted further information.

(10) By letter dated 26 March 2019 (V), the Authority received additional information concerning new developments
from the complainant. On 29 April 2019, the Authority requested additional information and clarifications from
the Icelandic authorities (*¥). By letter dated 4 June 2019 (**), the Icelandic authorities replied to the information
request and provided the requested information and clarifications. Finally, the complainant submitted additional
comments and information by letter dated 13 September 2019 (*°).The complaint

2.1  The complainant - Siminn hf.

(11) The complainant is a telecommunications company which provides communication solutions to private and
corporate clients in Iceland. It offers a range of services, such as: (i) mobile services on its 2G/3G/[4G network, (i)
fixed line telephony, (iii) fixed broadband, and (iv) television. The complainant also offers communications and IT
solutions for companies of all sizes. The complainant’s subsidiary, Mila ehf., owns and operates a telecommu-
nications network covering the entire country, which builds mostly on fibre optic cables, but also on copper lines
and microwave connections. Mila sells its services at a wholesale level to companies with a telecommunications
licence in Iceland.

2.2 Scope of the complaint

(12) The complaint concerns OR’s investments in fixed broadband from 1999, when GR’s predecessor Lina.Net was
established, until today. However, the complaint predominantly concerns the period from 1 January 2007 onwards,
following the establishment of GR. In particular, the complaint concerns alleged state aid granted by OR to GR
through various means, such as capital injections and lending that was not on market terms.

(13) Moreover, the complaint concerns the terms of loans GR has obtained from [...]. According to the complainant, the
interest rates on GR’s loans are not on market terms that reflect the credit risk inherent in an undertaking such as
GR, with a very high debt to EBITDA ratio (*!). The complainant maintains that the interest rates offered to GR are
directly connected to its ownership, as no market lender would have offered GR such rates without a direct link to
its public ownership.

2.3 Arguments brought forward by the complainant

(14) The complainant maintains, in general terms, that GR’s activities represent a political rather than a commercial
project. It alleges that the company has been operated with a view to enhance competition on the telecommu-
nications market, and that a private investor would not have acted in the same way as OR, when providing loans
and capital injections to GR. The complainant moreover alleges that OR has provided GR with several capital
injections and loans to finance their operations, which have not been on market terms, as well as more favourable
access to OR infrastructure than other market players could receive.

(") Document No 882024.

(*») Document No 910552 and Annexes 1 and 2 (Document No 9105 54).

(*¥) Document No 911001.

(") Document No 915072.

(**) Document No 919903.

(") Document Nos 931137, 931138 and 931139.

(") Document No 1060941.

("®) Document No 1066345.

(**) Document No 1073306 and Annexes 1-5 (Document Nos 1073308, 1073310, 1073312, 1073314 and 1073316).
(*) Document No 1087462 and Annexes 1-5 (Document Nos 1087456—1087460).

(*) Earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortization (EBITDA) is a measure of a company’s operating performance.
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(15)  According to the complainant, a major part of the alleged unlawful state aid has been in the form of interest rates for
loans granted by OR to GR, which have not corresponded to market terms. Furthermore, after the majority of GR’s
loans were gradually replaced by loans financed by private lenders (with full replacement at the end of 2017), the
interest rates have continued to not correspond to normal market conditions, as OR has provided lenders with a
guarantee that it would maintain its majority ownership of GR. The complainant considers that this must be
considered as state aid that is incompatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement.

(16) The complainant puts forward that the assessment performed by the PTA under Article 36 of the Electronic
Communications Act is substantially different from the assessment conducted by the Authority under the state aid
rules. According to the complainant, the application of the said rule by the PTA has consisted in assessing the
return on equity. It seems that PTA has not made a detailed comparison with other market investors. The focus has
rather been on assessing the financing generally, concentrating on whether the measures provide a direct loss for
OR, as opposed to assessing whether the financing would have been provided by an investor operating on the
market.

3 Description of the measures
3.1  Background
3.1.1 OR - Orkuveita Reykjavikur

(17) OR was established on 1 January 1999 as a public undertaking with the decision of the City Council of Reykjavik to
merge the operations of the electricity and heat utilities owned by the city. A year later, the water utility was also
incorporated into the new company. The company was operated on the basis of Regulation No 793/1998, issued
by the Ministry of Industry and the City Council of Reykjavik, with reference to legislative Act No 38/1940 on the
Reykjavik Heating Utility, and the Power Act No 58/1967. OR currently provides the following services through its
three subsidiaries: electricity (Orka Néttdrunar), geothermal water for heating, cold water, sewage services (Veitur)
and fibre-optic data connections (GR).

(18) On 1 December 2001, OR merged with a utility company owned by several small municipalities in the western part
of Iceland. After the merger, the City of Reykjavik owns 93,5 % of the company, the municipality of Akranes owns
5,5 % and the municipality of Borgarbyggd 1 %. Five members of the board of directors are appointed by the City
Council of Reykjavik and one is appointed by the Municipality Council of Akranes (*)). OR currently operates as a
public partnership company, sameignarfélag (**), on the basis of Act No 136/2013 on OR (**) and Regulation No
2972006 (%).

3.1.2  GR — Gagnaveita Reykjavikur

(19) GRis a telecommunications company established in 2007 as an independent legal entity, in order to comply with
the requirements of the PTA on separation between the competitive and non-competitive operations of OR. GR is
fully owned by OR. The purpose of GR, according to its articles of association, is the operation of a telecommu-
nication and data transmission network. It provides wholesale access to its fibre optic network, for a number of
retail service providers that operate in the residential and businesses markets with different fixed broadband and
data transmission services. GR also offers services on the household market, where it charges end-users directly for
the use of the access network.

(20)  OR began investing in the telecommunications market in 1999, when it established the subsidiary Lina.Net, with the
purpose of providing general telecommunication services with emphasis on data transmission and internet
connections in urban areas in Iceland. Its operations were later expanded into the setting up of an electronic
telecommunications network using fibre optic cables. The Authority investigated several capital injections into Lina.
Net during the years 1999-2001 in its Decision No 300/11/COL and found that they were in line with the actions of
a private investor such that no state aid was granted (*).

(21) Lina.Net invested considerable sums in its fibre optic networks and, since 2007, GR has continued to expand the
network. In total, the investments between 2002 and 2010 amounted to around ISK 8 billion.

(**) https:/[www.or.is/um-or/skipulag-og-stjornhaettir/stjorn/.

(*’) https:|[www.rsk.is/fyrirtackjaskra/leit/kennitala/5512983029.

(* https:/[www.althingi.is/lagas/nuna/2013136.html.

(*) https:/[www.reglugerd.is[reglugerdir/allar/nr/297-2006.

(*) 0JC10,12.1.2012, p. 6 and EEA Supplement No 2, 2012 m. sausio 12 d., p. 4.
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3.2 National legal basis

(22) GR is a registered operator (data transmission and service) () under the Electronic Communications Act
No 81/2003. Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act, on separation of concession activities from
electronic communications activities, provides:

,Electronic communications undertakings or consolidations operating public communications networks or publicly
available electronic communications services, which enjoy special or exclusive rights in sectors other than electronic
communications, must keep their electronic communications activities financially separate from other activities as if
they were two separate undertakings. Care shall be taken to ensure that competitive operations are not subsidised by
activities enjoying exclusive rights or protected activities“. (emphasis added)

(23)  According to the legislative proposal (frumvarp) of the Electronic Communications Act, Article 36 is meant to ensure
that competitive telecommunication operations are not subsidised through income from operations that are
protected by exclusive rights or by other means (**).The proposal also makes it clear that the provision is applicable
regardless of the undertaking’s market share and regardless of whether the telecommunications operations are
carried out within the same undertaking or by a separate legal entity which it controls (¥).

3.3  The PTA’s monitoring role
3.3.1 General

(24) The PTA operates according to the Act on Post and Telecom Administration No 69/2003, which implements the
provisions of the EU’s regulatory framework for electronic communications (**). As a supervisory authority, the
PTA, inter alia, ensures, in accordance with Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act, that revenues
stemming from non-competitive sectors do not subsidise operations in the competitive telecommunications sector.
Therefore, the PTA is entrusted with scrutinising OR’s investments in the telecommunications market and the
business relations between GR and OR. Such investigations can start at the PTA’s own initiative or through
complaints from interested parties. GR is also obligated to notify specific measures, such as increase in share
capital (*'), to the PTA to obtain prior approval and interested parties can be parties to such cases, if they
demonstrate that they have a legitimate interest in the result of the case ().

(25) An interested party can challenge decisions of the PTA before the Rulings Committee for Electronic
Communications and Postal Affairs (**). This includes decisions taken on the basis of Article 36 of the Electronic
Communications Act (*).

(26) The following is a brief summary of the PTA’s main decisional practice concerning OR’s investments in the
telecommunications market and the business relations between GR and OR to which the complainant has referred.

3.3.2 OR’s purchase of the fibre-optic network from Lina.Net

(27) In October 2002, OR purchased the fibre-optic network from Lina.Net for ISK 1 758 811 899. In early 2003, after
the enactment of the Electronic Communications Act, the PTA sent OR an inquiry regarding how the company
intended to fulfil the conditions for separation of activities stipulated by Article 36 of the Electronic
Communications Act (*°).

(¥) Based on a general authorisation to operate telecommunication networks and services in accordance with Art. 4 of The Electronic
Communications Act No 81/2003, see https:/[www.pfs.is/english/telecom-affairs/registration-and-licences|.

(**) Submitted to Parliament in the 128 parliamentary session 2002-2003; http://www.althingi.is/altext/128/s/0960.html.

*) Ibid.

(*) The framework is made up of a package of primarily five Directives and two Regulations: Framework Directive 2002/21/EC (O] L

108, 24.4.2002, p. 33); Access Directive 2002/19/EC (O] L 108, 24.4.2002, p. 7); Better Regulation Directive 2009/140/EC (OJ L

337, 18.12.2009, p. 37); Authorisation Directive 2002/20/EC (O] L 108, 24.4.2002, p. 21); the Universal Service Directive

2002/22[EC (O] L 108, 24.4.2002, p. 51); the Regulation on Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC)

(OJ L 337, 18.12.2009, p. 1); and the Regulation on roaming on public mobile communications networks (O] L 172, 30.6.2012, p.

10).

(") PTA Decision No 14/2010 of 2010 m. geguzés 21 d..

(*) PTA Decision No 20/2013 of 2013 m. spalio 10 d..

(**) Article 13 of the Act on The Post and Telecom Administration No 69/2003.

(**) See for example Ruling of the Ruling Committee of 17 July 2006 in Case No 8/2006.

(**) PTA Decision of 2006 m. lapkri¢io 13 d., p. 1.
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(28)

(29)

(32)

(33)

In the ensuing PTA procedure, the PTA requested two expert reports , from the two consultancies KPMG and
Rafthonnun (%), on the fair market value of the Lina.Net fibre-optic network (¥). Both reports concluded that there
was no indication that the purchase price was below market value. Moreover, the audit firm KPMG analysed certain
parts of the operational and financial separation (**). The PTA accepted the results of the expert reports.

.3 The establishment and financing of GR as a separate legal entity

As part of the aforementioned procedure, the PTA required OR to submit a business plan for the operations of the
fibre-network and telecommunication services, demonstrating an adequate rate of return on the investment. KPMG
performed a due diligence review of the business plan and determined that the rate of return on the investment was
appropriate. Moreover, the PTA instructed OR to fulfil the following conditions (*):

(i) Separation of accounts. The PTA instructed OR to establish a separate entity, entrusted with the telecommu-
nications operations, which should keep separate accounts in line with established corporate practices.

(i) Prepare a foundation balance sheet (stofnefnahagsreikningur), comprising the telecommunication assets (valued at
an appropriate market price) as well as the liabilities that stemmed from the financing of the telecom operations
of OR (with the reservation that if the terms were more favourable than market terms, the new entity would
have to compensate OR for any difference).

(i) Arm’s-length terms should apply to all dealings between the new entity and OR.

On 1 January 2007, in accordance with instructions of the PTA described above, OR established the private limited
liability company GR as a new legal entity.

On 8 March 2007, a framework agreement was concluded between OR and GR, setting out the terms of the
investment and the opening balance sheet of GR. OR transferred assets to GR. GR provided payment in the form of
a loan and issuing share capital to OR. The interest rate to be paid by GR to OR on its loan principal over a payback
period of [...] years was based on the [...] plus a margin of [...] basis points, and was linked to the exchange rates of
several foreign currencies. According to the consulting firm Deloitte, the loan agreement contained normal market
practice terms, comparable to agreements concluded between private undertakings, as regards the event of default,
the provision of information to the lender, and other covenants. Deloitte submitted a declaration in accordance
with Article 5 of the Act on Private Limited Companies No 138/1994 (*), dated 7 March 2007, on the value of the
assets, and concluded that they had been valued at a fair price. The terms of the loans were also reviewed and
approved by the PTA (*).

On 21 May 2010, the PTA issued Decision No 14/2010, concerning the financial separation between OR and GR. In
its Decision, the PTA confirmed that GR had to obtain prior approval from the PTA for any increase in share capital
on behalf of OR or related companies. The PTA also noted that it would only approve such measures if they were on
arm’s-length terms and if they did not entail the subsidisation of competitive operations (*)).

Following the financial crisis in Iceland in 2008, the ISK devalued considerably, and GR became unable to fulfil its
commitments under the loan agreement. An agreement was made with OR on temporary suspension of interest
payments. The PTA was informed and subsequently intervened. The PTA required that the suspension of payments
be revoked on the grounds that it did not comply with the required arm’s-length terms (*). GR complied and paid
instalments and accrued interests in full.

.4 GR’s rate of return and the share capital increase of December 2008

In December 2008, OR increased its share of GR’s capital. On 22 December 2010, the PTA adopted Decision
No 39/2010, concerning the share capital increase and GR’s rate of return on capital.

Attachments contained in Document No 862628.

PTA Decision of 2006 m. lapkricio 13 d., p. 5.

PTA Decision of 2006 m. lapkri¢io 13 d., p. 16.

PTA Decision of 2006 m. lapkri¢io 13 d., p. 15-23.

Article 5 of the Act (available in English here) concerns the special provisions that a Memorandum of Association should contain.
According to section 5 in paragraph 2 there should be attached to the Memorandum of Association a report containing ,a
declaration to the effect that the specific valuables correspond at least to the agreed remuneration, including the nominal value of the
shares to be issued plus a conceivable surcharge on account of overprice; the remuneration must not exceed the amount at which
these valuables may be credited in the Company’s accounts”.

PTA Decision No 32/2008 of 2008 m. gruodzio 30 d..

PTA Decision No 14/2010 of 2010 m. geguzés 21 d., p. 15.

PTA Decision No 25/2010 of 2010 m. rugséjo 7 d..



20202 6 Europos Sajungos oficialusis leidinys C 40/23

(35) With this Decision, the PTA noted that the operations of GR went according to the initial business plan in the year
2007. GR’s equity ratio was approximately 52 % at the end of 2007 and the company made a profit of ISK 120
million that year. The financial crisis of 2008 hit the company hard and in spite of increasing operating revenues,
the losses of 2008 were close to ISK 3 billion, almost solely attributable to the devaluation of the ISK, which caused
the debt of the company to increase.

(36) To urgently restore the viability of GR, OR decided to increase the share capital before the end of 2008. The capital
was increased by ISK 1,2 billion, setting an equity ratio of 23 %. The PTA Decision states that in absence of the
share capital increase, ,practically all equity would have been wiped out®, due to the financial collapse and sharp
devaluation of the operating currency whilst the liabilities were all linked to foreign currency rates (*).

(37)  Furthermore, the PTA observed that in 2008 OR and GR had contacted private lenders with the intention to finance
further investment in ongoing projects (*). The financial markets, however, were completely frozen by the end of
the year. The Icelandic authorities maintain that, as an investor, OR inevitably had to invest further, in order to
protect its significant initial investment (*).

(38) The PTA highlighted that OR’s decision to increase the share capital had to be considered not only from its
perspective as GR’s owner, but also as GR’s largest creditor. The PTA noted that creditors of several telecommu-
nication companies had acquired them following the financial crisis, and either converted debts to equity or
restructured loans. Moreover, the PTA found that GR’s updated business plans convincingly demonstrated a
satisfactory level of profitability for a telecommunication company in a competitive market, within a reasonable
timeframe, and that there was a normal correlation between the profitability and the owner’s contribution (¥).

3.3.5 The conversion of debt into equity in 2014

(39) Like many companies in Iceland, GR needed to reorganize its financial affairs after the financial crisis of 2008. OR’s
application for permission to increase the share capital of GR in July and August 2013 was the subject of PTA’s
Decision No 2/2014 of 24 March 2014. The reorganisation involved: (i) a conversion of ISK 3,5 billion of debt into
equity, and (i) that GR would enter the financial markets to refinance all remaining debt owed to OR. Finally, OR
intended to dispose of a large portion of its shares post-refinancing.

(40) The PTA accepted that the debt conversion would not increase the total financing of GR by OR, since it only changed
the composition of the financing. The PTA also recognised that the conversion would change the equity ratio of GR
from 22 % to 52 %, thereby leaving the ratio at the same level as GR’s main competitor, Mila (*). The PTA also
assessed the initial business plan of GR, and determined that it was credible. The cash flow analysis demonstrated
that if the devaluation of the operating currency had not hit the company in 2008, there would not have been a
need for refinancing. Moreover, the PTA’s financial analysis confirmed that the rate of return for the investor and
the weighted average cost of capital (WACC) of GR were in conformity with the general benchmark set by the
PTA (¥).

(41) Mila intervened in the procedure before the PTA. The PTA rejected all the objections from Mila. The PTA adopted its
Decision No 2/2014 on 24 March 2014, and the debt conversion was finalized in early April 2014. In June 2014,
Mila initiated a court case against the PTA, GR and OR, requesting the courts to annul the PTA’s decision (*°). The
District Court of Reykjavik dismissed the case on 26 February 2015, and the Supreme Court confirmed the ruling
of the District Court by judgment of 27 March 2015 (*!).

3.3.6 The implementation of GR’s financial separation for 20162017

(42) On 20 March 2019, the PTA adopted Decision No 3/2019, concerning the implementation of GR’s financial
separation for 2016-2017, and whether it was in compliance with Article 36 of the Electronic Communications
Act ().

(*) PTA Decision No 39/2010 of 2010 m. gruodzio 22 d., p. 21.

() PTA Decision No 39/2010 of 2010 m. gruodzio 22 d., p. 21.

(*) Document No 840229, p. 8.

(*) PTA Decision No 39/2010 of 2010 m. gruodzio 22 d., p. 24 and 26.

(*) PTA Decision No 2/2014 of 2014 m. kovo 24 d., p. 35.

(*) PTA Decision No 2/2014 of 2014 m. kovo 24 d., p. 40-42.

(*®) According to Article 13, paragraph 4, of the Act on the Post and Telecom Administration No 69/2003, a party can decide to avoid the
Ruling Committee and appeal a decision of the PTA directly to the District Court within 3 months from the time they are aware of the
decision.

(") Supreme Court of Iceland judgment of 2015 m. kovo 27 d. in Case No 219/2015.

(*») PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d..
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(43) The PTA concluded that the financial separation between OR and GR had been in accordance with Article 36 of the
Electronic Communications Act in the years 2016 and 2017, except for short-term lending to GR from a shared
cash pool by OR and GR. The PTA found that these loan arrangements between OR and GR infringed an earlier
PTA decision from 13 November 2006, as well as PTA Decision No 14/2010, since there was no loan agreement
concluded between OR and GR reflecting the conditions that prevailed on the market for such loans (**).

(44) The PTA also commented on conditions in GR’s loan agreements with private lenders, relating to OR’s continuing
majority ownership of GR. The loan agreements in question had included special conditions that if the ownership
of OR in GR went below 50% then the lender was authorised to demand repayment, terminate the loan agreement,
or declare the loan immediately due. Such a provision has been included in GR’s loan agreements with private
lenders since OR’s loan financing of GR was replaced by private lenders, starting in 2014 and eventually being
completely replaced by the end of 2017 (*%).

(45) The PTA noted that by including these provisions, private lenders connected the ownership of OR to the loan
agreements, in order to minimise the probability of default (**). The PTA considered that such arrangements could
lead to more advantageous loan terms and more access to loan capital than other comparable telecommunication
undertakings and, therefore, distort competition (**). Moreover, the PTA considered that this provision in the loan
agreements constituted a connection between OR and GR that was not in accordance with the financial separation
imposed in order to ensure that the two acted as unrelated parties (7).

(46) The PTA concluded that measures were required to ensure an efficient financial separation between OR and GR, in
accordance with Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act. The PTA decided that:

a) OR’s lending to GR from a shared cash pool, without a loan agreement reflecting market conditions, infringed
the PTA Decision of 13 November 2006 and, therefore, also Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act.

b) GR’s debt from the shared cash pool was not to, at any given time, exceed ISK [....].

¢) GR was to obtain prior authorisation from the PTA for any loans from OR, or any other undertaking within the
company group. GR shall submit an application to the PTA along with the necessary documents, e.g. a draft loan
agreement, an appropriate business plan, a calculation of the profitability requirements, as well key social
security numbers and the acceptance of other landers. Such a credit increase was to be in line with standard
separation of accounts, and was to entail that competitive operations are not subsidised by activities enjoying
exclusive rights.

d) New loan agreements with private lenders could not contain a provision stipulating that if the ownership of OR
in GR goes below 50 % then the lender is authorised to declare the loan immediately due.

(47) On 4 October 2019, following an appeal from GR, the Rulings Committee for Electronic Communications issued
Ruling No 2/2019, confirming the decision of the PTA.

3.3.7 Other cases

(48) In addition to the decisions referred to above, the PTA adopted a decision in 2013, under Article 36 of the Electronic
Communications Act, to temporarily allow GR to extend its loan agreement with OR (*%).

(49) Moreover, in 2014, Mila complained to the PTA about certain measures relating to an agreement GR had concluded
with Olfus Municipality, which included funds indirectly deriving from OR. The funds had initially been paid by OR
into the Olfus Revegetation Fund (,ORF‘) in connection with OR’s geothermal power plant project in the
municipality. OR had joint control of the ORF together with representatives from the municipality. In 2014, the
OREF decided to use its funds to finance GR'’s rollout of a fiber optic network in Olfus Municipality. After assessing
the measures, the PTA found that they were contrary to Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act, and
instructed GR to undertake certain measures to ensure that it did not obtain an advantage from the funds deriving
from OR (*).

(**) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraphs 372-373.
(**) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraph 375.
(**) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraph 353.
(°*) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraph 353.
(*’) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraph 354.
(**) PTA Decision No 26/2013 of 2013 m. lapkricio 1 d..
(*) PTA Decision No 11/2015 of 2015 m. birzelio 2 d..
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4 Comments by the Icelandic authorities

(50) The Icelandic authorities point out that the Authority has already dismissed allegations by the complainant as
regards OR’s investments in Lina.Net in its Decision No 300/11/COL of 5 October 2011 ().

(51) The Icelandic authorities maintain that in all its relations with GR, OR has acted in accordance with the market
economy operator (,MEO®) test, and that no aid has been granted to GR. In that regard, the Icelandic authorities
highlight that all of the measures complained of concerning the financial relations between OR and GR, have been
assessed by the PTA on the basis of Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act. According to the Icelandic
authorities, the test applied by the PTA is comparable to the criterion applied by the Authority when determining
whether a measure is on market terms (i.e. the MEO test).

(52) The Icelandic authorities have confirmed that GR’s current investments are financed with cash provided by its
operating activities and loans from [...]. According to the Icelandic authorities, these loans do not constitute state
aid in any way, and nor do they indicate that state aid has been extended to GR by its owner, as it is clear that the
loans from [...] to GR were solely based on commercial motives. They state that the loans are fully in line with
normal market terms.

5 Presence of state aid

(53) Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement reads as follows:

,[...] any aid granted by EC Member States, EFTA States or through State resources in any form whatsoever which
distorts or threatens to distort competition by favouring certain undertakings or the production of certain goods
shall, in so far as it affects trade between Contracting Parties, be incompatible with the functioning of this
Agreement.”

(54) The qualification of a measure as aid within the meaning of this provision therefore requires the following
cumulative conditions to be met: (i) the measure must be granted by the state or through state resources; (ii) it must
confer an advantage on an undertaking; (iii) favour certain undertakings (selectivity); and (iv) be liable to distort
competition and affect trade.

5.1  Presence of state resources

(55) The measure must be granted by the state or through state resources. The transfer of state resources may take many
forms, such as direct grants, loans, guarantees, direct investment in the capital of companies and benefits in kind. A
positive transfer of funds does not have to occur; foregoing state revenue is sufficient. Waiving revenue which would
otherwise have been paid to the state constitutes a transfer of state resources.

(56) The state, for the purpose of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, covers all bodies of the public administration,
from the central government to the city or the lowest administrative level. Resources of public undertakings may
also constitute state resources within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement because the state is
capable of directing the use of these resources (*!). For the purposes of state aid law, transfers within a public group
may also constitute state aid if, for example, resources are transferred from the parent company to its subsidiary (*2).
However, the measure must be imputable to the state.

(57) The mere fact that a measure is taken by a public undertaking is not per se sufficient to consider it imputable to the
state. However, it does not need to be demonstrated that, in a particular case, the public authorities specifically
incited the public undertaking to take the measure in question (**). Therefore, the imputability to the state of a
measure taken by a public undertaking may be inferred from a set of indicators arising from the circumstances of
the case and the context in which the measure was taken (*!). Among the relevant indicators set out by the Court of
Justice are:

— the fact that the body in question could not take the contested decision without taking into account the
requirements of the public authorities;

(*) Reply from the Icelandic authorities, dated 2017 m. vasario 7 d., pages 2 and 3. Document No 840228.

(*) The Authority’s Guidelines on the notion of state aid (,NoA®) (O] L 342, 21.12.2017, p. 35), and EEA Supplement No 82, 2017 m.
gruodzio 21 d., p. 1, paragraph 49.

(*) Judgment in SFEI and others, C-39/94, EU:C:1996:285, paragraph 62.

(*) NoA, paragraph 41.

(*) Judgment in France v Commission (Stardust Marine), C-482/99, EU:C:2002:294, paragraph 55.
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— the nature of the undertaking’s activities and the extent to which the activities were exercised on the market in
normal conditions of competition with private operators;

— the intensity of the supervision exercised by the public authorities over the management of the undertaking, and
the degree of control which the state has over the public undertaking; and

— any other indicator showing an involvement by the public authorities in the adoption of the measure, or the
unlikelihood of their not being involved, having regard to the compass of the measure, its content or the
conditions which it contains.

(58) The Authority will therefore need to assess, in light of the aforementioned indicators, whether OR, in its dealings
with GR, was acting as an autonomous entity, free of any influence from its owners, or whether its actions are
imputable to the Icelandic authorities, i.e. the City of Reykjavik and the municipalities of Akranes and Borgarbyggd.

(59)  As noted in paragraph (18) above, OR operates as a public partnership company on the basis of Act No 136/2013
on OR (*) and Regulation No 297/2006 (°%). OR is therefore distinct from private companies which are subject to
ordinary company law. OR’s annual accounts are also reflected in the City of Reykjavik’'s consolidated financial
statements (/).

(60) The Board of OR consists of six members, five appointed by the Reykjavik City Council and one by the Municipality
Council of Akranes. Currently, three board members are politicians who also serve as either City Council or
Municipal Council representatives. According to OR’s partnership agreement, the Board is responsible for the
company’s affairs between owner’s meetings and should monitor the company’s direction, organisation and that its
operations are in good shape and in accordance with the ownership policy. The Board sets an overall policy and
future vision for OR and adopts decisions concerning major matters within the limit of the ownership policy.
Before adopting unusual or important decisions or policy decisions, the Board must consult with the owners of OR.
The same applies to similar decisions regarding subsidiaries (such as GR). The Board is also responsible for recruiting
OR’s Director, drafting his/her job description and his/her eventual employment termination (*).

(61) OR produces and sells electricity in a liberalised market open to competition. The company also has legal obligations
to provide utility services (heating and water) and carries out other projects in the municipalities of its owners as well
as other municipalities (**). Those utility services have since 2014 been carried out by OR’s subsidiary, Veitur, in
order to comply with the Electricity Act, which prohibits cross subsidisation between utility activities, as well as
between activities enjoying exclusive rights and competitive operations (°). According to OR’s ownership policy,
the company’s administrative practices shall reflect professionalism, efficiency, prudence, transparency and
responsibility. The Board is responsible for adopting the company’s policies concerning dividends, risk
management, purchasing, etc. (™).

(62)  Although it appears that OR’s owners have taken steps to separate its public utility services and its competitive
operations, in order to ensure that the latter are operated in line with commercial practices on the market, with
OR’s management being somewhat autonomous in its decision making process, there are nevertheless elements to
indicate that the public authorities may influence the company’s strategy and decisions. As noted above, the Board
sets OR’s policies in various fields and must approve the company’s major decisions, which in some instances
requires consulting with OR’s owners. It appears that many of the measures complained of concern major
investments, loan guarantees and loan transactions between OR and GR, which may have been subject to the
Board’s scrutiny and approval. The Board, as noted above, is politically appointed, and currently half of the board
members also serve as City or Municipal Council representatives. This arrangement has been evaluated by the
Enquiry Committee on Orkuveita Reykjavikur, which in its 2012 report noted that this arrangement could lead to a
lack of professional knowledge and experience on the Board, and that its work could be characterised by political
conflict and disunity ().

(63) In light of the legal status of OR, the composition of its Board and the general circumstances described above, the
Authority is unable to exclude that the measures are imputable to the State and that they entail the transfer of state
resources, if and to the extent they confer advantages on GR.

(**) https:/[www.althingi.is/lagas/nuna/2013136.html.

(*)  https:/[www.reglugerd.is/reglugerdir/allar/nr/297-2006.

() See for example: https:/[reykjavik.is/sites/default/files/ymis_skjol/skjol_utgefid_efni/city_of_ reykjavik_-_financial_statements_2018.
pdf.

(*) https:/[www.or.is/um-or/skipulag-og-stjornhaettir/stjorn/. .

(*) See Article 2 of OR’s ownership policy: https:/[www.or.is/um-or/skipulag-og-stjornhaettir/eigendastefna/,

(™ Article 16 of the Electricity Act No 65/2003.

(") See Article 6 of OR’s ownership policy: https://www.or.isjum-or/skipulag-og-stjornhaettir/eigendastefna. .

(" See Report of the Enquiry Committee on Orkuveita Reykjavikur, page 73, https://rathladan.is/handle/10802/5777.
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(64)  Against this background, the Icelandic authorities are invited to comment on the issue of imputability.

5.2

5.2.

Conferral of an advantage on an undertaking

1 General

(65) The qualification of a measure as state aid requires that it confers an advantage on the recipient. An advantage,

within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, is any economic benefit, which an undertaking could
not have obtained under normal market conditions.

.2 Does GR constitute an undertaking?

(66) The EU Courts have consistently defined undertakings as entities engaged in an economic activity, regardless of their

legal status and the way in which they are financed (). Consequently, the public or private status of an entity or the
fact that an entity is partly or wholly publicly owned has no bearing as to whether or not that entity is an
,undertaking® within the meaning of state aid law (™).

(67) Economic activities are activities consisting of offering goods or services on a market (). Conversely, entities that are

not commercially active in the sense that they are not offering goods or services on a given market do not constitute
undertakings. A single entity may carry out a number of activities, both economic and non-economic, provided that
it keeps separate accounts for the different funds that it receives, so as to exclude any risk of cross-subsidisation of its
economic activities by means of public funds received for its non-economic activities (’°).

(68)  As described in paragraph (19) above, GR was established on 1 January 2007, and its role is to provide Icelandic

households and businesses access to high quality services on an open access network (”7). GR operates a telecommu-
nications and data transmission network and it provides wholesale access to its fibre optic network for a number of
retail service providers that operate in supplying homes and businesses with different fixed broadband and data
transmission services. GR also offers services on the household market, where it charges end-users directly for the
use of the access network.

(69) Although GR does not sell its own services in the retail market, it offers neutral and open network access to all

interested telecommunications providers. The Authority considers that the provision of network access for a fixed
price to third-party service providers and households constitutes an economic activity. Consequently, GR appears to
operate as an undertaking within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement (%).

(70)  Any advantage involved in the transactions between OR and GR will therefore have been conferred upon an

5.2.

undertaking.

3 PTA’s monitoring and decisional practice

(71)  The measures complained of, concerning the financial relations between OR and GR, have, as described in Section

3.3 above, all been assessed by the PTA on the basis of Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act.

(72)  The Icelandic authorities maintain that the test applied by the PTA is comparable to the test applied by the Authority

when determining whether a measure is on market terms (i.e. the MEO test).

(73) It is the Authority’s preliminary view, considering the decisional practice of the PTA under Article 36 of the

Electronic Communications Act on the financing of GR and the level of scrutiny involved in the assessment of the
various measures, that the test applied by the PTA under Article 36 generally ensures that all transactions between
GR and OR, or other related companies, are on market terms.

Judgments in Paviov and others, C-180/98 to C-184/98, EU:C:2000:428, paragraph 74, and Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze and others, C-
222/04, EU:C:2006:8, paragraph 107; Case E-5/07 Private Barnehagers Landsforbund [2008] EFTA Ct. Rep. 62, paragraph 78.
Judgment in Congregacion de Escuelas Pias Provincia Betania v Ayuntamiento de Getafe, C-74/16, EU:C:2017:496, paragraph 42.

Judgment in Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze and Others, C-222/04, EU:C:2006:8, paragraph 108; and Case E-29/15 Sorpa [2016] EFTA Ct.
Rep. 825, paragraph 72.

Judgment in Congregacion de Escuelas Pias Provincia Betania, C-74/16, EU:C:2017:496, paragraph 51.

See https:/[www.ljosleidarinn.is/gagnaveita-reykjavikur.

See the Authority’s Decision No 444/13/COL, The Deployment of a Next Generation Access network in the municipality of Skeida- and
Gnilpverjahreppur (O] C 66, 6.3.2014, p. 6) and EEA Supplement No 82, 2017 m. gruodzio 21 d., p. 1, paragraph 56.
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(74)  The PTA’s approach may not be identical to the MEO assessment that would be carried out by the Authority under
the EEA state aid rules, but it nonetheless ensures the same outcome, i.e. it prevents transactions that are not on
market terms. Therefore, at this stage the Authority is of the preliminary view that the PTA provides an assessment
similar to the Authority’s MEO assessment. The enforcement of Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act
by the PTA thus appears to effectively prevent GR from obtaining an advantage from its dealings with OR and
when infringements are found the PTA has the competence to order the clawback of any advantages. However,
there are instances where the PTA has either not ordered the full clawback of advantages with interest, or not
ordered clawback at all.

(75) An advantage, within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, is any economic benefit which an
undertaking would not have obtained under normal market conditions, i.e. in the absence of state intervention,
thereby placing it in a more favourable position than its competitors ().

(76)  Generally, when examining this question, the Authority applies the MEO test (*), whereby the conduct of states or
public authorities, when selling or leasing assets, is compared to that of private economic operators (*!).

(77)  The purpose of the MEO test is to assess whether the state has granted an advantage to an undertaking by not acting
like a private market economy operator with regard to a certain transaction, e.g. loan agreements or the sale of
asset (*2). In order to fulfil the test, the public authority must disregard public policy objectives and instead focus on
the single objective of obtaining a market rate of return or profit on its investments and a market price for the sale or
lease of assets (*). This assessment must take into account any special rights or obligations attached to the asset
concerned, in particular those that could affect the market value.

(78) It follows from this test that an advantage is present whenever a state makes funds available to an undertaking,
which, in the normal course of events, would not be provided by a private investor applying ordinary commercial
criteria and disregarding other considerations of a social, political or philanthropic nature (*4).

(79) The PTA, as described above, has examined the strategy and financial prospect of the relevant measures, in order to
determine whether the financing of the operations of GR has been carried out in line with normal market
conditions. In its assessment, the PTA has considered independent expert reports and drawn comparisons with
other, private operators in the same market. The PTA’s assessment is normally carried out on an ex ante basis.
However, there are also examples of the PTA having carried out an ex post assessment of the financial separation
between OR and GR, as well as individual measures.

(80) More precisely, from 2006 until 2019, the PTA adopted nine formal decisions regarding the financial separation of
OR and GR. The PTA did not make formal comments for the years 2013-2015. The PTA’s investigations included a
review of GR’s business plan, which must be renewed annually, in accordance with actual financial data. In its review,
the PTA e.g. checks whether the rate of return for the investor (OR) is in conformity with the telecom market in
general, and looks at the capital structure and whether transactions between OR and GR are on market terms.

(81) GR has been obliged to submit to the PTA, on an annual basis, detailed operational and economic information,
together with its revised business plans and profitability requirements. Whenever necessary, the PTA has requested
additional data and has assessed whether the operations were in line with market terms and, if not, whether there
was a reason for taking action.

(82) In aletter from the PTA to the complainant, dated 6 September 2018, the PTA confirmed that it does not have legal
powers to perform a cost analysis of the prices OR sets for renting out its facilities. The complainant has argued that
because of this, the PTA’s assessment of the financial separation cannot replace that of the Authority, when assessing
possible state aid.

(**) Judgments in SFEI and Others, C-39/94, EU:C:1996:285, paragraph 60, and Spain v Commission, C-342/96, EU:C:1999:210, paragraph
41.

(*) NoA, chapter 4.2.

(*") For the application of the MEO test, see Case E-12/11 Asker Brygge [2008] EFTA Ct. Rep. 536, and judgment in Land Burgenland, C-
214/12 P, C-215/12 P and C-223/12 P, EU:C:2013:682.

(*) NoA, paragraph 133.

(*)) Judgment in Land Burgenland, C-214/12 P, C-215/12 P and C-223/12 P, EU:C:2013:682.

(*) See for example, the Opinion of Advocate-General Jacobs in Spain v Commission, C-278/92, C-279/92 and C-280/92, EU:C:1994:112,
paragraph 28. See also judgments in Belgium v Commission, 40/85, EU:C:1986:305, paragraph 13, France v Commission, 301/87, EU:
(:1990:67, paragraphs 39-40, and Italy v Commission, 303/88, EU:C:1991:136, paragraph 24.
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(83) It is the preliminary view of the Authority that even though the PTA does not have the legal basis to perform a cost
analysis of OR’s prices, the PTA has other ways to ensure that OR’s pricing practices for renting out facilities are on
market terms. Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act obliges OR to ensure equality in pricing when
renting out facilities to related and unrelated companies. Furthermore, OR is obliged to ensure that competitive
operations are not subsidised by activities enjoying exclusive rights or protected activities. The PTA then enforces
these obligations. As the PTA explains in its letter to the complainant, it did in fact open an investigation into OR
pricing practices for renting out facilities, and concluded that OR’s pricing was in full conformity with Article 36 of
the Electronic Communications Act (*°).

(84) The PTA has found that in order to ensure that the effectiveness of Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act
is guaranteed, the concept of ,subsidy* should be understood in a broad sense, so as to include any measures from
OR, both direct and indirect, which potentially provide GR with an advantage that its competitors on the market do
not enjoy. The PTA has also noted that its monitoring role, pursuant to Article 36, is comparable to the Authority’s,
when it comes to assessing whether an advantage within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement is
present (*9).

(85) It is the Authority's preliminary view that there is an efficient system in place in Iceland that entails an assessment
similar to the MEO test. Consequently, Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act sets up a system under
which the PTA can ensure that GR’s operations are not subsidised through income from OR’s operations.

(86) It follows from the test that an advantage is present whenever OR makes funds available to GR, which, in the normal
course of events, would not be provided by a private investor applying ordinary commercial criteria. The PTA can
conduct a formal investigation on its own initiative or based on a complaint. If a transaction is not in conformity
with Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act, the PTA can instruct the parties to eliminate any advantage
through the adoption of relevant measures set forth in an administrative decision by the PTA. The decisions are
challengeable before the Rulings Committee for Electronic Communications and Postal Affairs and the Courts.

(87)  The Icelandic authorities have explained that the PTA’s monitoring role is primarily focused on an ex ante assessment
of GR’s business plans, financing, profitability requirements, loan arrangements, etc., with the PTA imposing
conditions and obligations when necessary in order to ensure financial separation between OR and GR, and that
the latter’s competitive operations are not subsidised by the mother company (*).

(88)  Where the PTA ex post finds an infringement of Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act, i.e. where it finds
that a particular transaction was not on market terms, it can instruct the parties to eliminate any potential advantage
through the adoption of relevant measures. The advantage is then recovered from the beneficiary in accordance with
national law (*%).

(89) However, for the PTA to order an advantage clawed back, the incompatible measure must be clearly defined and be
incontestable, e.g. a particular monetary sum, a condition in a loan agreement, etc. (*). Moreover, when the PTA
has ordered advantages granted to GR to be clawed back, it has not required those advantages to be recovered with
interest.

(90)  As described in Section 4.3 above, there are three examples of the PTA having established concrete infringements of
Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act. In two of those cases, the PTA ordered that the measures be
clawed back. In the third case, the PTA did not order any clawback.

(91)  The first case, described in paragraph (33) above, concerned a temporary suspension of interest payments on loans
provided by OR to GR (*). The PTA concluded that this temporary suspension had been in breach of the
requirement imposed by the PTA concerning arm’s-length terms in transactions between OR and GR. Moreover, the
PTA found that the suspension of interest payments had provided GR with an advantageous subsidy. Considering the
facts of this case, the nature of transactions, as well as the PTA’s assessment, the Authority is also of the preliminary
view that the measure provided GR with an advantage that it would not have obtained under normal market
conditions.

(*) Document No 931139.

(*) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraphs 338-340.
(*) Document No 1073308.

(*) Judgment in Eesti Pagar, C-349/17, EU:C:2019:172, paragraph 89.

(*) Document No 1073308.

(*) PTA Decision No 25/2010 of 2010 m. rugséjo 7 d..
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(93)

(95)

(96)

The PTA ordered GR to pay back the suspended interest payments, however, it did not order the company to pay
back interest on those suspended payments (). In order to effectively recover an unlawful advantage at national
level, the beneficiary must be ordered to pay interest for the whole of the period in which it benefitted from that
aid. The interest must at least be equivalent to that which would have been applied if the beneficiary had had to
borrow the amount on the market at the time (*?). Although GR has paid back the market interest it was obliged to
pay in the first place, it has not been required to pay back market interest on the advantage it obtained through the
temporary suspension of interest payments. Therefore, the full advantage has not been adequately clawed back.

The second case, briefly described in paragraph (49) above, concerned funds deriving from OR and used to finance
GR’s fiber optic cable project in Olfus Municipality (). The PTA concluded that the transfer of funds from ORF (but
deriving from OR) to GR had amounted to a cross-subsidy between OR’s protected geothermal activities and GR’s
competitive operations. Having considered the facts of the case and the PTA’s assessment, the Authority takes the
preliminary view that ORF's financing of the fibre optic cable network was not on market terms and therefore
provided GR with an advantage.

The PTA ordered GR to undertake appropriate measures to repay the funds it received from ORF, although it did not
stipulate how GR should go about this. Nevertheless, the PTA suggested that GR could either repay the funds to
Olfus Municipality or that the municipality could obtain an appropriate share in the project proportional to its
investment. The Authority does not have information concerning how GR reacted to the PTA’s proposals and
which measures it adopted following the decision. At this stage, it is therefore not clear to the Authority whether
the advantage has been fully clawed back from GR.

Finally, in its latest decision concerning the implementation of GR’s financial separation for 2016-2017 (see Section
4.3.6 above), the PTA found two infringements of Article 36 of the Electronic Communications Act (**):

(i) The first infringement concerned OR’s lending to GR from a shared cash pool, without a loan agreement
reflecting market conditions.

(ii) The second infringement concerned conditions in GR’s loan agreements with private lenders relating to OR’s
continuing majority ownership of GR. Such provisions had been included in GR’s loan agreements with private
lenders, since OR’s loan financing of GR was replaced by private lenders, starting in 2014 and eventually being
completely replaced at the end of 2017. The PTA found that by including these provisions, private lenders
connected the ownership of OR to the loan agreements, in order to minimise the probability of default (**). The
PTA considered that such arrangements could lead to more advantageous loan terms and more access to loan
capital than other comparable telecommunications undertakings and, therefore, distort competition (*).

The Authority, considering the benchmarks applied by the PTA and its detailed assessment of these measures, takes
the preliminary view that these two measures provided GR with an advantage that it would not have obtained under
normal market conditions. Due to proportionality considerations, the PTA did not order the clawback of the
aforementioned advantages.

Preliminary conclusions

Based on the above considerations, it is the Authority’s preliminary view that GR has obtained an advantage within
the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, which it could not have obtained under normal market
conditions, by: (i) not paying market interest on the advantage it obtained through a temporary suspension of
interest payments, (i) receiving funds indirectly from OR for the layout of a fibre optic cable network in Olfus
Municipality, (iii) receiving short-term lending from OR, and (iv) through the inclusion of a condition in GR’s loan
agreements with private lenders on OR'’s continued majority ownership in GR.

Selectivity

To be characterised as state aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, the measure must also be
selective in that it favours ,certain undertakings or the production of certain goods®. Not all measures which favour
economic operators fall under the notion of aid, but only those which grant an advantage in a selective way to
certain undertakings, categories of undertakings or to certain economic sectors.

(") PTA Decision No 25/2010 of 2010 m. rugséjo 7 d..

(" Judgment in Eesti Pagar, C-349/17, EU:C:2019:172, paragraph 142.
(**) PTA Decision No 11/2015 of 2015 m. birzelio 2 d..

(* PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d..

() PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraph 353.
(*) PTA Decision No 3/2019 of 2019 m. kovo 20 d., paragraph 353.
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(99) The potential aid measures at issue, i.. (i) not paying market interest on the advantage GR obtained through a
temporary suspension of interest payments, (i) receipt of funds indirectly from OR for the layout of a fibre optic
cable network in Olfus Municipality, (iii) short-term lending from OR to GR, and (iv) the inclusion of a condition in
GR’s loan agreements with private lenders on OR’s continued majority ownership in GR, are individual measures
addressed only to GR. The measures therefore appear to be selective within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA
Agreement.

5.4  Effect on trade and distortion of competition

(100) The measures must be liable to distort competition and affect trade between the Contracting Parties to the EEA
Agreement.

(101) According to CJEU case law, it is not necessary to establish that the aid has a real effect on trade between the
Contracting Parties to the EEA Agreement and that competition is actually being distorted, but only to examine
whether the aid is liable to affect such trade and distort competition (). Furthermore, it is not necessary that the
aid beneficiary itself is involved in intra-EEA trade. Even a public subsidy granted to an undertaking, which provides
only local or regional services and does not provide any services outside its state of origin, may nonetheless have an
effect on trade if such internal activity can be increased or maintained as a result of the aid, with the consequence
that the opportunities for undertakings established in other Contracting Parties are reduced (*%).

(102) GR is active in deploying a fibre network infrastructure in a market which can be entered directly or through
financial involvement by participants from other EEA States. In general, the markets for electronic communications
services (including the wholesale and the retail broadband markets) are open to trade and competition between
operators and service providers across the EEA.

(103) Therefore, it is the Authority’s preliminary view that the measures are liable to distort competition and affect trade
between the Contracting Parties to the EEA Agreement.

5.5  Conclusion

(104) Based on the information provided by the Icelandic authorities and the complainant, the Authority has formed the
preliminary view that the measures, i.e. (i) not paying market interest on the advantage GR obtained through a
temporary suspension of interest payments, (i) receipt of funds indirectly from OR for the layout of a fibre optic
cable network in Olfus Municipality, (iii) short-term lending from OR to GR, and (iv) the inclusion of a condition in
GR’s loan agreements with private lenders on OR’s, fulfil all criteria in Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement and
therefore constitute state aid.

6 Procedural requirements

(105) Pursuant to Article 1(3) of Part I of Protocol 3 to the Agreement between the EFTA States on the Establishment of a
Surveillance Authority and a Court of Justice (,Protocol 3“): ,The EFTA Surveillance Authority shall be informed, in
sufficient time to enable it to submit its comments, of any plans to grant or alter aid. .... The State concerned shall
not put its proposed measures into effect until the procedure has resulted in a final decision.”

(106) The Icelandic authorities did not notify the potential aid measures to the Authority. It is therefore the Authority’s
preliminary view that the Icelandic authorities have not respected their obligations pursuant to Article 1(3) of Part I
of Protocol 3. The granting of the potential aid therefore appears to be unlawful.

7 Compatibility

(107) Having reached a preliminary conclusion that the measures might constitute unlawful aid, the Authority must assess
whether they would be compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement.

(108) The Authority can declare state aid compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement under its Articles 59(2)
and 61(3)(c) provided that certain compatibility conditions are fulfilled.

() Case E-6/98 Norway v ESA [1999] EFTA Ct. Rep. 76.
(**) See for example judgments in Eventech, C-518/13, EU:C:2015:9, paragraph 66, Libert and others, C-197/11 and C-203/11, EU:
(:2013:288, paragraph 77, Friulia Venezia Giulia, T-288/97, EU:T:2001:115, paragraph 41.
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(109) It is for the Icelandic authorities to invoke possible grounds for compatibility and to demonstrate that the conditions
for compatibility are met (*’). However, the Icelandic authorities have not provided any arguments substantiating
why the measures should be considered compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement. In particular, no
arguments supporting the conclusion that the aid is targeted at a well-defined objective of common interest have
been presented. Furthermore, the Icelandic authorities have not presented evidence suggesting that GR has been
entrusted with a public service obligation. The Authority has also not identified any clear grounds for compatibility.

(110) To the extent that the measures constitute state aid, the Authority therefore has doubts as to their compatibility with
the functioning of the EEA Agreement

8 Conclusion

(111) As set out above, the Authority has formed the preliminary view that the measures fulfil all criteria in Article 61(1)
of the EEA Agreement and therefore appear to constitute state aid. The Authority furthermore has doubts as to
whether the measures are compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement.

(112) Consequently, and in accordance with Article 4(4) of Part II of Protocol 3, the Authority hereby opens the formal
investigation procedure provided for in Article 1(2) of Part I of Protocol 3. The decision to open a formal
investigation procedure is without prejudice to the final decision of the Authority, which may conclude that the
measures do not constitute state aid or are compatible with the functioning of the EEA Agreement.

(113) The Authority, acting under the procedure laid down in Article 1(2) of Part I of Protocol 3, invites the Icelandic
authorities to submit, by 6 January 2020 their comments and to provide all documents, information and data
needed for the assessment of the measures in light of the state aid rules.

(114) The Icelandic authorities are requested to immediately forward a copy of this decision to OR.

(115) If this letter contains confidential information which should not be disclosed to third parties, please inform the
Authority by 13 December 2019, identifying the confidential elements and the reasons why the information is
considered to be confidential. In doing so, please consult the Authority’s Guidelines on Professional Secrecy in State
Aid Decisions (). If the Authority does not receive a reasoned request by that deadline, the Icelandic authorities will
be deemed to agree to the disclosure to third parties and to the publication of the full text of the letter on the
Authority’s website: http:/[www.eftasurv.int/state-aid/state-aid-register| and in the Official Journal of the European
Union and the EEA Supplement thereto.

(116) Finally, the Authority will inform interested parties by publishing a meaningful summary of it in the Official Journal
of the European Union and the EEA Supplement thereto. All interested parties will be invited to submit their
comments within one month of the date of such publication. The comments will be communicated to the Icelandic

authorities.
For the EFTA Surveillance Authority
Bente ANGELL-HANSEN Frank J. BUCHEL Hogni KRISTJANSSON Carsten ZATSCHLER
President College Member College Member Countersigning as Director,
Responsible College Member Legal and Executive Affairs

() Judgment in Italy v Commission, C-364/90, EU:C:1993:157, paragraph 20.
(") OJL 154, 8.6.2006, p. 27 and EEA Supplement No 29, 2006 m. birzelio 8 d., p. 1.
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v

(Nuomonés)

TEISINES PROCEDUROS

ELPA TEISMAS

ELPA TEISMAS TEISMO SPRENDIMAS
2019 m. lapkricio 13 d.
byloje E-2/19
DirE

(Laisvas asmeny judéjimas — Lichtensteino sektorinés adaptacijos — Teisé gyventi Salyje — Seimos nariy isvestiné teisé
gyventi Salyje — Direktyva 2004/38/EB)

(2020/C 40/04)

Byloje E-2/19 D ir E dél Lichtensteino Kunigaikstystés administracinio teismo (Verwaltungsgerichtshof des Fiirstentums
Liechtenstein) PRASYMO Teismui pagal ELPA valstybiy susitarimo dél Priezitiros institucijos ir Teisingumo Teismo jsteigimo
34 straipsnj iSaiskinti 2004 m. balandZio 29 d. Europos Parlamento ir Tarybos direktyva 2004/38/EB dél Sajungos pilieciy
ir jy Seimos nariy teisés laisvai judéti ir gyventi valstybiy nariy teritorijoje, kuri suderinta su Europos ekonominés erdvés
susitarimu, Teismas, kurj sudaro pirmininkas Péllis Hreinssonas (prane$éjas) ir teis¢jai Berndas Hammermannas ir Ola
Mestadas (ad hoc teiséjas), 2019 m. lapkricio 13 d. priémé sprendima, kurio rezoliuciné dalis yra tokia:

Remiantis EEE susitarimo V ir VIII priedy sektoriniais pakeitimais, visy pirma jy IIl punktu, EEE pilie¢io Seimos narys, kuris
turi galiojantj leidimg gyventi Salyje ir gyvena Lichtensteine, nepraranda Direktyvos 2004/38/EB 7 straipsnio 1 dalies d
punkte nustatytos teisés lydéti EEE pilietj Lichtensteine arba vykti kartu su juo net tuo atveju, jei Lichtensteine gyvenancio
EEE piliecio turimas leidimas gyventi $alyje jam buvo i§duotas ne pagal sektorinése adaptacijose numatytg sistema.
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PROCEDUROS, SUSIJUSIOS SU BENDROS PREKYBOS POLITIKOS
]IGYVENDINIMU

EUROPOS KOMISIJA

Pranesimas apie artéjancig tam tikry antidempingo priemoniy galiojimo pabaiga

(2020/C 40/05)

1. Kaip numatyta 2016 m. birzelio 8 d. Europos Parlamento ir Tarybos reglamento (ES) 2016/1036 dél apsaugos nuo
importo dempingo kaina i§ Europos Sgjungos narémis nesanciy valstybiy (') 11 straipsnio 2 dalyje, Komisija pranesa, kad
jeigu toliau nustatyta tvarka nebus inicijuota perZzidira, toliau nurodyty antidempingo priemoniy galiojimas pasibaigs
lenteléje nurodyta diena.

2. Procediira

Sajungos gamintojai gali pateikti rasytinj prasymg atlikti perZiarg. PraSyme turi biiti pateikta pakankamai jrodymy, kad
pasibaigus priemoniy galiojimui dempingas ir Zala veikiausiai testysi arba pasikartoty. Jeigu Komisija nuspres perzitiréti
susijusias priemones, importuotojams, eksportuotojams, eksportuojancios Salies atstovams ir Sgjungos gamintojams bus
suteikta galimybé papildyti prasyme atlikti perziirg iSdéstytg informacijg, ja paneigti arba pateikti su ja susijusiy pastaby.

3.  Terminas

Sajungos gamintojai, remdamiesi tuo, kas iSdéstyta, radytinj prasyma atlikti perZitirg Europos Komisijos Prekybos
generaliniam direktoratui (European Commission, Directorate-General for Trade (Unit H-1), CHAR 4/39, B-1049
Brussels) (?) gali pateikti bet kuriuo metu nuo $io pranesimo paskelbimo dienos, bet ne véliau kaip trys ménesiai iki
lenteléje nurodytos dienos.

4. Sis pranesimas skelbiamas pagal Reglamento (ES) 2016/1036 11 straipsnio 2 dalj.

Kilmés arba

Galiojimo pabaigos

Produktas eksporto salis (-ys) Priemonés Nuoroda diena ()
Tam tikri orien- | Kinijos Liaudies | Antidem- | 2015 m. spalio 29 d. Komisijos jgyvendinimo | 2020 10 31
tuoto gridétumo | Respublika pingo reglamentas (ES) 2015/1953, kuriuo tam tik-
ploksti valcavi- | Japonija muitas riems importuojamiems Kinijos Liaudies Res-

mo produktai i§
silicinio elektro-
techninio plieno

Kor¢jos Respubli-
ka

Rusijos Federacija
Jungtinés Ameri-
kos Valstijos

publikos, Japonijos, Koréjos Respublikos, Rusijos
Federacijos ir Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy kilmés
orientuoto gridétumo plokstiems valcavimo
produktams i§ silicinio elektrotechninio plieno
nustatomas galutinis antidempingo muitas
(OLL 284,2015 10 30, p. 109).

() Priemoné nustoja galioti $ioje skiltyje nurodytos dienos vidurnakt;.

() OLL176,2016 6 30, p. 21.
() TRADE-Defence-Complaints@ec.europa.eu
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PROCEDUROS, SUSIJUSIOS SU KONKURENCIJOS POLITIKOS IGYVENDINIMU

EUROPOS KOMISIJA

ISankstinis pranesimas apie koncentracija
(Byla M.9714 — Viacom | beIN | Miramax)

Byla numatoma nagrinéti supaprastinta tvarka

(Tekstas svarbus EEE)

(2020/C 40/06)

1. 2020 m. sausio 29 d. Komisija gavo pagal Tarybos reglamento (EB) Nr. 139/2004 (') 4 straipsnj pateiktg pranesima
apie siilomg koncentracijg.

Sis pranesimas susijes su §iomis jmonémis:
— ,Viacom International Inc.” (toliau — ,Viacom*, JAV), priklausanti ,ViacomCBS Inc.%,
— ,beIN Media Group, LLC“ (toliau — ,beIN“, Kataras), priklausanti ,beIN Corporation®,

— ,MMX Media Finance, LLC* (toliau — ,Miramax*, JAV), kuria $iuo metu kontroliuoja ,beIN“.

,Viacom* ir ,beIN“ igyja, kaip apibrézta Susijungimy reglamento 3 straipsnio 1 dalies b punkte ir 3 straipsnio 4 dalyje,
bendra jmonés ,Miramax“ kontrole.

Koncentracija vykdoma perkant akcijas.

2. Imoniy verslo veikla:
— ,Viacom*: pasauliné Ziniasklaidos ir pramogy bendroveé,
— ,beIN“: pramogy bendrové, vykdanti veikla, be kita ko, sporto Ziniasklaidos srityje,

— ,Miramax“: pramogy bendrové, gaminanti ir platinanti filmus ir televizijos laidas.

3. Preliminariai i$nagrinéjusi pranesima Europos Komisija mano, kad sandoriui, apie kurj pranesta, galéty bati taikomas
Susijungimy reglamentas. Europos Komisijai paliekama teisé dél $io klausimo priimti galutinj sprendima.

Pagal Komisijos pranesimg dél supaprastintos tam tikry koncentracijy nagrinéjimo pagal Tarybos reglamenta (EB)
Nr. 139/2004 (%) procediiros reikéty pazyméti, kad Sig byla numatoma nagrinéti pranesime nurodyta tvarka.

4. Komisija kviecia suinteresuotas treciasias alis teikti pastabas dél pasitilyto veiksmo.

Pastabos Komisijai turi biiti pateiktos ne véliau kaip per 10 dieny nuo $io pranesimo paskelbimo. Visoje korespondencijoje
turéty biti pateikiama §i nuoroda:

M.9714 - Viacom [beIN [ Miramax

Pastabas Komisijai galima siysti e. pastu, faksu arba pastu. Kontaktiniai duomenys:

() OLL 24,2004 1 29, p. 1 (Susijungimy reglamentas).
() OLC366,20131214,p.5.
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El. pastas: COMP-MERGER-REGISTRY@ec.curopa.eu
Faks. +32 22964301
Pasto adresas

European Commission
Directorate-General for Competition
Merger Registry

1049 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIE
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ISankstinis pranesSimas apie koncentracija

(Byla M.9719 — Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited | OMERS Administration
Corporation/Riverstone Barbados Limited)

Byla numatoma nagrinéti supaprastinta tvarka

(Tekstas svarbus EEE)

(2020/C 40/07)

1. 2020 m. sausio 30 d. Komisija gavo pagal Tarybos reglamento (EB) Nr. 139/2004 (') 4 straipsnj pateiktg pranesima
apie sitilomg koncentracijg.

Sis pranesimas susijes su $iomis jmonémis:
— ,Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited“ (toliau — FFHL, Kanada),

— Kingston Infrastructure Holdings Inc.“ (toliau — ,Kingston“, Kanada), kontroliuojama ,OMERS Administration
Corporation” (toliau — ,,OMERS*, Kanada),

— ,Riverstone Barbados Limited* (toliau — ,Riverstone*, Barbadosas).

Imonés FFHL ir ,Kingston“ igyja, kaip apibrézta Susijungimy reglamento 3 straipsnio 1 dalies b punkte ir 3 straipsnio 4
dalyje, bendrg visos jmonés ,Riverstone* kontrole.

Koncentracija vykdoma perkant akcijas.

2. Imoniy verslo veikla:

— FFHL yra kontroliuojancioji bendrové, uZsiimanti turto ir nelaimingy atsitikimy draudimu, perdraudimu ir susijusiy
investicijy valdymu.

— ,OMERS" yra Ontarijo savivaldybés darbuotojy pensijy sistemos pirminio pensijy plano administratoré ir pensijy fondy
patikétine. ,OMERS* valdo diversifikuotg pasaulinj akcijy ir obligacijy portfeli, taip pat nekilnojamajj turta, privaty
akcinj kapitalg ir investicijas i infrastruktiirg;

— ,Riverstone* valdo likviduojamas draudimo jmones ir portfelius.

3. Preliminariai i$nagrinéjusi pranesimg Komisija mano, kad sandoriui, apie kurj pranesta, galéty bati taikomas
Susijungimy reglamentas. Komisijai paliekama teisé dél $io klausimo priimti galutinj sprendima.

Pagal Komisijos pranesimg dél supaprastintos tam tikry koncentracijy nagrinéjimo pagal Tarybos reglamenta (EB)
Nr. 139/2004 (%) procediiros reikéty pazyméti, kad Sig byla numatoma nagrinéti pranesime nurodyta tvarka.

4. Komisija kviecia suinteresuotas treciasias alis teikti pastabas dél pasitlyto veiksmo.

Pastabos Komisijai turi biiti pateiktos per 10 dieny nuo $io pranesimo paskelbimo. Visoje korespondencijoje turéty biiti
pateikiama $i nuoroda:

M.9719 — FFHL | OMERS | Riverstone

Pastabas Komisijai galima siysti e. pastu, faksu arba pastu. Kontaktiniai duomenys:
El. pastas: COMP-MERGER-REGISTRY @ec.europa.eu

Faks. +32 22964301

Pasto adresas

European Commission
Directorate-General for Competition
Merger Registry

1049 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIE

() OLL 24,2004 1 29, p. 1 (Susijungimy reglamentas).
() OLC366,20131214,p.5.
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KITT AKTAI

EUROPOS KOMISIJA

Pranesimo apie vyno sektoriaus produkto specifikacijos standartinio pakeitimo patvirtinima
paskelbimas pagal Komisijos deleguotojo reglamento (ES) 2019/33 17 straipsnio 2 ir 3 dalis

(2020/C 40/08)

Sis pranesimas skelbiamas pagal Komisijos deleguotojo reglamento (ES) 2019/331 () 17 straipsnio 5 dalj.

PRANESIMAS APIE STANDARTINIO PAKEITIMO PATVIRTINIMA
,,Coteaux d’Ancenis“
PDO-FR-A0928-AM01

PranesSimo data: 2019-11-12

PATVIRTINTO PAKEITIMO APRASYMAS IR PAGRINDIMAS

1. Geografiné vietové

Dalis apie geografine vietove keiciama taip: ,Visi gamybos veiksmai atliekami Nacionalinio kilmés ir kokybés instituto
kompetentingo nacionalinio komiteto 2011 m. rugséjo 28 d. posédyje patvirtintoje geografinéje vietovéje. Dieng, kai
kompetentingas nacionalinis komitetas patvirtino $ig specifikacija, ta vietové apémé toliau nurodyty savivaldybiy,
kaip jos 2018 metais apibréztos Oficialiajame geografiniy kody registre, teritorija:

— Atlanto Luaros departamentas: Ancenis, Carquefou, Le Cellier, Couffé, Divatte-sur-Loire (tik $ios deleguotosios
savivaldybés teritorija: Barbechat), Ligné, Loireauxence (tik Sios deleguotosios savivaldybés teritorija: Varades),
Mauves-sur-Loire, Mésanger, Montrelais, Oudon, Saint-Géréon, Thouaré-sur-Loire, Vair-sur-Loire;

— Meno ir Luaros departamentas: Mauges-sur-Loire (tik Sios deleguotosios savivaldybés teritorija: La Chapelle-Saint-
Florent), Orée d’Anjou (tik iy deleguotyjy savivaldybiy teritorijos: Bouzillé Champtoceaux, Drain, Landemont,
Liré, La Varenne).

Su geografinés vietovés kartografine medZziaga galima susipazinti Nacionalinio kilmés ir kokybés instituto interneto
svetaingje.”

Redakcinio pobiidzio pakeitimas: naujajame administraciniy vienety sarase atsizvelgta | po specifikacijos patvirtinimo
sujungtus administracinius vienetus ar kitus skirstymo j administracines zonas pasikeitimus. Siekiant teisinio tikrumo,
sarasas sudarytas atsizvelgiant i galiojantj Oficialyjj geografiniy kody registra, kurj kasmet perzitiri INSEE.

Galiausiai nurodoma, jog Nacionalinio kilmés ir kokybés instituto interneto svetainéje pateikiama geografinés vietovés
kartografiné medziaga, kad visuomené galéty su ja susipaZinti.

Atitinkamai i3 dalies kei¢iamas su nustatyta geografine vietove susijes bendrojo dokumento 6 punktas.

2. Nustatyti sklypai
1 skyriaus IV antrastinés dalies 2 punkte Zodis ,nustatyti“ pakeic¢iamas zodziu ,gamybos®.
Tai redakcinio pobtidzio pakeitimas, dél kurio nustatyta i§ sklypy sudaryta vietové néra kei¢iama.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

() OLL9,2019111,p.2..



20202 6 Europos Sajungos oficialusis leidinys C 40/39
3. Arciausiai esanti vietoveé

1 skyriaus IV antrastinés dalies 3 punkte esantis savivaldybiy sgrasas pakeiciamas $iuo sgrasu:

— Atlanto Luaros departamentas: La Boissiére-du-Doré, La Chapelle-Heulin, Divatte-sur-Loire (tik $ios deleguotosios
savivaldybés teritorija: La ChapelleBasse-Mer), Gorges, Haute-Goulaine, Le Landreau, Le Loroux-Bottereau,
Maisdonsur-Sevre, Mouzillon, La Remaudiére, Saint-Julien-de-Concelles, Vallet;

— Meno ir Luaros departamentas: Montrevault-sur-Evre (tik $iy deleguotyjy savivaldybiy teritorija: Puiset-Doré, Saint-
Rémy-en-Mauges), Orée d’Anjou (tik $iy deleguotyjy savivaldybiy teritorija: Saint-Laurent-des-Autels, Saint-
Sauveur-de-Landemont), Sévremoine (tik Sios deleguotosios savivaldybés teritorija: Tillieres).

Redakcinio pobiidzio pakeitimas: naujajame administraciniy vienety sgrase atsizvelgta | po specifikacijos patvirtinimo

sujungtus administracinius vienetus ar kitus skirstymo j administracines zonas pasikeitimus.

Atitinkamai i3 dalies kei¢iamas su papildomomis salygomis susijes bendrojo dokumento 9 punktas.

4. Vynuogiy veislés

Nuo $iol raudonuosius ir roZinius vynus galima gaminti kaip papildomg veisle naudojant ‘Cabernet franc’ veislés

vynuoges.

‘Cabernet franc’ vynuogiy veislé istoriskai auga SKVN vietovéje ir suteikia vynams tam tikros struktiiros, taciau

nepakeicia jy tipiSkumo. Leidus naudoti $ig veisle, tapo jmanoma Siek tiek padidinti gamybos sauguma, nes ji ne tokia

jautri $alnoms kaip ‘Gamay’ vynuogiy veislé ir yra atsparesné grybinéms ligoms.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

5. MaiSymas
— skyriaus V antrastinéje dalyje jterpiama pastraipa:
,2. Daliy taisyklés tikyje
Papildomos veislés dalis yra ne didesné nei 10 % visy naudojamy vynuogiy veisliy.
Atitinkamos vyno spalvos atveju, vertinant naudojamas vynuogiy veisles, atsiZvelgiama j visus vynuogyno sklypus,
kuriuose auginamos saugomos kilmés vietos nuorodos vynui gaminti skirtos vynuogeés.
— skyriaus IX antrastinés dalies a punkte jterpiama §i nuostata:
,a) Vynuogiy veisliy maiSymas
Raudonieji ir roZiniai vynai gaminami vynuoges arba vynus maiSant tokiomis pat proporcijomis, kokiomis ikyje
auginamos vynuogiy veislés.”

Pridéjus *Cabernet franc’ vynuogiy veisle, tapo biitina jtraukti naudojamy vynuogiy veisliy ir vyny maiSymo taisykle,

apribojancia Sios veislés dalj iki 10 %.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

6. ISpilstymas

IX antradtinés dalies 2 punkte pakeista i$pilstyty partijy tyrimy rezultaty saugojimo trukmé — nuo $iol, siekiant

uztikrinti veiksmingesng kontrolg, rezultatai saugomi ne 6, 0 12 ménesiy.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

7. Vyno iSleidimas j apyvartg tarp jgalioty sandéliy savininky

Isbraukiamas 1 skyriaus IX antrastinés dalies 4 punkto b papunktis dél vyno isleidimo i apyvartg tarp jgalioty sandéliy

savininky datos.

Bendrajam dokumentui 3is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

8. Rysys su geografine vietove
Rysys su geografine vietove perZitirétas siekiant atnaujinti susijusiy savivaldybiy skaiiy (vietoje 22 savivaldybiy dabar yra 16).
Atitinkamai i§ dalies kei¢iamas su rySiu su geografine vietove susijes bendrojo dokumento 8 punktas.

9. Pereinamojo laikotarpio priemoné

Pasibaigus pereinamajam laikotarpiui, priemonés ir specifikacijos i§braukiamos.

Bendrajam dokumentui 3is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Zenklinimas

XII antrastinéje dalyje jterpiamos 3ios nuostatos: ,c) vyny, kuriems suteikta saugoma kilmés vietos nuoroda, etiketése
galima nurodyti mazesng geografing vietove, jeigu ji:

— ijtraukta j kadastrg;
— nurodyta derliaus deklaracijoje.

Jos i kadastra jtrauktas pavadinimas uZraSomas ramenimis, kuriy dydis (aukstis, plotis ar storis) néra didesnis nei pusé
raSmeny, kuriais uZradytas saugomos kilmés vietos nuorodos pavadinimas, dydzio. Pavadinimas uZraomas tame
paciame regimajame lauke kaip ir kilmés vietos nuorodos pavadinimas.

Atitinkamai i3 dalies kei¢iamas su papildomomis salygomis susijes bendrojo dokumento 9 punktas.

ISankstiné sklypy panaudojimo deklaracija

2 skyriaus 1 dalies 1punkte iSbraukiamas pratesimo savaime po 5 mety laikotarpis. Taip siekiama i$vengti problemy,
galin¢iy kilti uZmirSus pasirGipinti pratgsimu, ir paliekama nuostata, kad deklaracija savaime atnaujinama, jei veiklos
vykdytojas nepranesa apie pasikeitimus.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

Pretendavimo j SKVN deklaracija
Nuo $iol pretendavimo j SKVN deklaracijg biitina pateikti ne véliau nei gruodzio 31 d., o ne 10 d., kaip anksciau.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

ISankstiné neiSpilstyto vyno sandorio deklaracija

2 skyriaus II antrastinés dalies 3 punkto pirmoje pastraipoje pries Zodj ,sandoris” jterpiamas Zodis ,pirmasis®, o po
zodzio ,sandoris” jterpiami ZodZiai ,pirmosios ty mety vyno partijos ar pirmojo pateikimo rinkai vartotojams®.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

ISankstiné iSpilstymo deklaracija
2 skyriaus II antrastinés 4 punkte jterpiama jtrauka:
,~ numatoma i$pilstymo data“.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

Nuorodos nenaudojimo deklaracija
2 skyriaus II antrastinés dalies 6 punkte ZodzZiai ,per vieng ménesi“ pakeic¢iami zodziais ,ne véliau nei gruodzio 15 d.”

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

Vynuogyny registras
2 skyriaus II antrastinés dalies 1 punktas i§ dalies keiciamas taip:
»1. Vynuogyny registras

a) Kiekvienas veiklos vykdytojas, auginantis vynuogynus, kuriuose gali biti gaminamas saugoma kilmés vietos
nuoroda Zymimas produktas, iki derliaus nuémimo mety birzelio 1 d. jrao j registrg sklypus, kuriuose i§augintos
vynuogeés nebus naudojamos SKVN vynams gaminti ir kuriems netaikys SKVN vynuogyny gamybos salygy.

Apsaugos ir administravimo institucija gali paprasyti veiklos vykdytojy pateikti sio registro kopija.

b) Kiekvienas veiklos vykdytojas, kuriam taikoma (-os) pereinamojo laikotarpio priemoné(s), turi bati pasirenges
pateikti apsaugos ir administravimo institucijai arba patvirtintai kontrolés institucijai ty sklypy sarasa, kuriame
pateikiami $ie duomenys:

— sklypo kadastro nuoroda;
— atitinkama pereinamojo laikotarpio priemoné.”

Bendrajam dokumentui 3is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.
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17. Vyno iikio registras

2 skyriaus II antrastinés dalies 2 punkte Zodis ,Zurnalas“ pakei¢iamas ZodzZiu ,registras“ ir nurodoma, kad Siame
registre registruojami atsisakymai naudoti nuoroda.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

18. Pagrindiniai tikrinami punktai
Perzitirétas 3 skyrius, kad sutapty Nanto krasto vietovés specifikacijos pagrindiniy tikrinamy punkty redakcija.

Bendrajam dokumentui $is pakeitimas jtakos neturi.

BENDRASIS DOKUMENTAS

1. Produkto pavadinimas

Coteaux d’Ancenis

2. Geografinés nuorodos tipas

SKVN - saugoma kilmés vietos nuoroda

3. Vynuogiy produkty kategorijos
1. Vynas

4. Vyno (-y) apraSymas

Raudonieji vynai

Tai neputojantys raudonieji vynai.

Vyny analitinés savybés:

— Minimali natirali alkoholio koncentracija tiirio procentais: raudonieji vynai 10,5 %

— Visuminé didziausia alkoholio koncentracija tiirio procentais po sodrinimo: raudonieji vynai 12,5 %
— Bendrasis rigstingumas: raudonieji vynai — 57,1-102,1 miliekvivalento litre

— Didziausias lakusis riigstingumas: raudonieji vynai —13,3 miliekvivalento litre

— Fermentuojamy cukry (gliukozés ir fruktozés) kiekis: raudonieji vynai — ne daugiau kaip 3 g/l

— Didziausias obuoliy rigsties kiekis: raudonieji vynai — ne daugiau kaip 0,3 g/l Raudonyjy vyny fermentavimas
uzbaigiamas pienartig§c¢iu ragimu.

Raudonyjy vyny bendras sieros dioksido kiekis ir visuminé alkoholio koncentracija atitinka vertes, nustatytas

Bendrijos teisés aktuose.

Raudonyjy vyny spalva zvilgi, nuo vy$niy iki granaty raudonumo. Kvape daZnai vyrauja raudony vaisiy ir uogy
aromatai, kartais juos papildo prieskoniy aromatai. Paprastai Siuose vynuose juntami elegantiski taninai, suteikiantys
lanksty ir $velny, Siek tiek gaivy skonj.

Bendrosios analitinés savybés

Didziausia visuminé alkoholio koncentracija (tiirio %)

Maziausia faktiné alkoholio koncentracija (tiirio %)

Maziausias bendrasis rigstingumas

Didziausias lakusis riig§tingumas (miliekvivalentais viename
litre)

Didziausias bendras sieros dioksido kiekis (miligramais vie-
name litre)
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Baltieji vynai
Tai neputojantys baltieji vynai.
Vyny analitinés savybés:
— Minimali natiirali alkoholio koncentracija tiirio procentais: baltieji vynai -11,5 %
— Visuminé didZiausia alkoholio koncentracija tiirio procentais po sodrinimo: baltieji vynai —13,5 %
— Bendrasis ragstingumas: baltieji vynai — 57,1-112,3 miliekvivalento litre
— Fermentuojamy cukry (gliukozés ir fruktozés) kiekis: baltieji vynai — 20-40 miliekvivalenty litre
Sodriai geltonos spalvos vynams paprastai biidingas stiprus gerai sunokusiy ar egzotiniy vaisiy aromatas. Jy analitiniy
standarty taisyklés dazniausiai leidZia uztikrinti puiky $iy vyny skonio balansg ir fermentuojamy cukry suteikiama
aptakuma, kuris atsveria Luaros vynams biidinga gaivuma.
Bendrosios analitinés savybés
Didziausia visuminé alkoholio koncentracija (tiirio %)
Maziausia faktiné alkoholio koncentracija (tiirio %) 10
Maziausias bendrasis ragstingumas
Didziausias lakusis riigstingumas (miliekvivalentais viename | 13,3
litre)
Didziausias bendras sieros dioksido kiekis (miligramais vie-
name litre)
RoZiniai vynai
Tai neputojantys roZiniai vynai.
Vyny analitinés savybeés:
— Minimali natiirali alkoholio koncentracija tirio procentais: roziniai vynai— 10 %
— Visuminé didZiausia alkoholio koncentracija tiirio procentais po sodrinimo: roZiniai vynai— 12 %
— Bendrasis ragstingumas: roziniai vynai — 57,1-102,1 miliekvivalento litre
— - Didziausias lakusis riig§tingumas: roZiniai vynai —10,2 miliekvivalento litre
— Fermentuojamy cukry (gliukozés ir fruktozés) kiekis: roziniai vynai — ne daugiau kaip 4 g/l
Roziniy vyny bendro sieros dioksido kiekis ir visuminé alkoholio koncentracija atitinka vertes, nustatytas Bendrijos
teisés aktuose.
RozZiniy vyny spalva $viesi, nuo blyskaus rozinio iki laisy rausvumo atspalvio. Subtilus ir diskretiskas vyny aromatas
gaivus, daZniausiai — vaisiy. Vyny skonis dazniausiai pasizymi lengvumu ir gaivumu, kiek intensyvus.
Bendrosios analitinés savybés
Didziausia visuminé alkoholio koncentracija (tiirio %)
Maziausia faktiné alkoholio koncentracija (tirio %)
Maziausias bendrasis riig§tingumas
Didziausias lakusis ragstingumas (miliekvivalentais viename
litre)
Didziausias bendras sieros dioksido kiekis (miligramais vie-
name litre)
5. Vyno gamybos metodai

a)  Pagrindiniai vynininkystés metodai
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Auginimo praktika

Minimalus vynuogyno tankumas —6 000 vynmedziy sodiniy viename hektare.

Tarpai tarp eiliy ne didesni nei 1,60 m, o tarpai tarp sodiniy toje pacioje eiléje — 0,90-1,10 m.
VynmedZiai genimi ant sodinio paliekant daugiausiai 12 pumpury ir genimi:

— arba trumpai (Royat kordono, taurés, véduoklés metodu),

— arba paprastuoju Guyot metodu.

Genéjimas baigiamas iki derliaus nuémimo mety geguzés 31 d.

Per fenologing vaisiy uZmezgimo stadija metiniy vaisius mezganciy Saky skai¢ius ant sodinio neturi virSyti 10.

Specifinis vynininkystés metodas

Gaminant rozinius vynus draudziama taikyti apdorojimg medzio anglimis, nepriklausomai nuo to, ar jos bty
naudojamos vienos, ar miSiniuose su kitais preparatais. Gaminant raudonuosius vynus leidZziama naudoti
gryninamojo sodrinimo technika.

Gaminant raudonuosius vynus leidZziama taikyti sodrinimo paSalinant vandenj metodus. DidZziausia daliné
koncentracija, palyginti su sodrinamu tairiu, yra 10 %.

Po sodrinimo vyny visuminé alkoholio koncentracija tiirio procentais nevirsija: baltyjy vyny -13,5 %, roziniy vyny —
12 %, raudonyjy vyny -12,5 %.

Be to, kas nurodyta pirmiau, vynai turi bati gaminami laikantis visoje Sajungoje taikytiny ir Kaimo ir jiry
zuvininkystés kodekse nustatyty vynininkystés praktikos reikalavimy.

b)  Didziausias gamybos kiekis
Baltieji vynai

55 hektolitrai i§ vieno hektaro
Raudonieji ir roZiniai vynai

66 hektolitrai i§ vieno hektaro

6. Nustatyta geografiné vietové

Visi gamybos veiksmai atlickami Nacionalinio kilmés ir kokybés instituto kompetentingo nacionalinio komiteto
2011 m. rugséjo 28 d. posédyje patvirtintoje geografinéje vietovéje. Diena, kai kompetentingas nacionalinis komitetas
patvirtino $ig specifikacijg, ta vietové apémé toliau nurodyty savivaldybiy, kaip jos 2018 metais apibréztos
Oficialiajame geografiniy kody registre, teritorija:

— Atlanto Luaros departamentas: Ancenis, Carquefou, Le Cellier, Couffé, Divatte-sur-Loire (tik $ios deleguotosios
savivaldybeés teritorija: Barbechat), Ligné, Loireauxence (tik Sios deleguotosios savivaldybés teritorija: Varades),
Mauves-sur-Loire, Mésanger, Montrelais, Oudon, Saint-Géréon, Thouaré-sur-Loire, Vair-sur-Loire;

— Meno ir Luaros departamentas: Mauges-sur-Loire (tik Sios deleguotosios savivaldybés teritorija: La Chapelle-Saint-
Florent), Orée d’Anjou (tik iy deleguotyjy savivaldybiy teritorijos: Bouzillé Champtoceaux, Drain, Landemont,
Liré, La Varenne).

7. Pagrindinés vyniniy vynuogiy veislés
‘Gamay N’

"Pinot gris G’

8. RySys (-iai) su geografine vietove

Gamtiniy veiksniy, darandiy jtakg rysiui, aprasymas

Geografiné vietové plyti abiejuose Luaros krantuose, pusiaukeléje tarp Nanto ir Anzé miesty. Vynuogynai daugiausia
pasodinti tiesiai j upg atgreZtose kalvose, kartais — ant gretutiniy sléniy $laity. Jie auga pakopomis, dazniausiai 20—
80 m aukstyje ir krastovaizdyje aiskiai issiskiria i§ aplinkiniy plokstikalniy, kur daugiausia uZsiimama jvairiy kulttiry
auginimu ir gyvulininkyste. Geografiné vietové plyti 16-os aplink Ansni savivaldybe iSsidés¢iusiy Atlanto Luaros ir
Meno ir Luaros departamenty savivaldybiy teritorijoje.
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Vynuogynai auga ant senoviniy metamorfiniy, daugiausia i§ skalino, Zérucio skalino ir gneiso sudaryty Armorikos
aukstumos sanklody. I3 3iy kiety uolieny susiformavo daznai akmeningi, o ant kazkada Luaros plauty $laity — negilis
dirvozemiai, kuriuose yra silicio. Laikantis praktikos, nustatyta i§ sklypy sudaryta vietové apima tik ant kalvy esancius
sklypus, kuriuose daugiausia tradiciskai buvo auginamos vynuogés. Siuose sklypuose dirvozemis sveikas, negilus,
nelabai drégnas ir vidutinio derlingumo. Jis lengvai iSgarina drégme ir iSyla.

Geografinei vietovei biidingas nuosaikus jirinis klimatas, nes Luara padeda vandenyno jtakai prasiskverbti j Zemyno
gilumg, juolab kad Ansni regione upés tékmé sutampa su vyraujanciy véjy kryptimi. Vidutiné metiné temperatiira —
apie 11,5 °C, ziemos $velnios, o vasaros vésios. Per metus iskrenta mazdaug 700 mm krituliy. Jie ganétinai vienodai
pasiskirste per visus metus, taciau vasarg drégmes triiksta. Rudens pradzioje, prie§ didZiuosius lygiadienio potvynius,
geografinéje vietovéje daznai stoja sausas ir véjuotas laikotarpis.

Zmogiskyjy veiksniy, daranciy jtakg rysiui, aprasymas

Nuo labai seny laiky Ansni regione augintos vynuogés ypac¢ jame paplito XI a., kuomet Luaros pakrantése jsikiiré
daugybé mazy vienuolyny. Vynuogiy produktais mokéta de$imtiné rodo, kad viduramziais upés pakrantéje
vynuogininkysté klestéjo. Labai greitai Ansni uostas tapo svarbiu regiono vyny prekybos ir gabenimo centru. 1573 m.
Karolis IX leido Ansni uoste jsteigti keturias vyny tarpininky-eksperty jstaigas. 1584 m. iy jstaigy jau buvo 10, o
valdant Liudvikui XVI mieste nuolatos biidavo bent dvi dedimtys prekybai vynu skirty laivy.

Nuo XVII a. Ansni vyno tkiuose imta gaminti daugiau baltyjy pusiau saldziy vyny, jiems pradétos naudoti 'Pinot
gris G’ veislés vynuogés. I§ jy gaminamas vynas palaipsniui pradétas vadinti ,Malvoisie“. Kity veisliy, pavyzdziui,
‘Gamay N, vynuogés imtos naudoti XIX a. viduryje. Tuomet prekyba vynais buvo pasiekusi klestéjimo virSiing, vynai
per Orleana pasiekdavo Paryziy, o per Nantg — Siaurés Europg ir Bretane.

Po vynuoginiy filoksery antpltidZio vynuogynai buvo atsodinti, juose galutinai nusistovéjo auginamos veislés ir iki iol
naudojami auginimo biuidai, batent 6 000-7 000 sodiniy viename hektare sodinimo tankumas. Sausy roZiniy ir
raudonyjy vyny imta gaminti daugiau nei baltyjy pusiau saldziy ,Malvoisie vyny. Vietos vynuogininkystés
suklestéjima puikiai iliustruoja 1907 m. isteigta Ansni apygardos vynuogyny profesiné sajunga. Po Antrojo pasaulinio
karo gamintojy nustatytos gamybos taisyklés leido pasiekti, kad 1954 m. biity pripazinta aukstos kokybés vyno i§
nustatytos vietovés kilmés vietos nuoroda ,Coteaux d’Ancenis*.

2009 m. vynuogyny plotas sieké 180 hektary. Juos dirbo mazdaug trisdesimt gamintojy. Per metus buvo pagaminama
vidutiniskai 10 000 hektolitry vyno, i§ kuriy 45 % sudaré roziniai vynai, 38 % — raudonieji vynai, o 17 % — baltieji
vynai. Sodriai geltonos spalvos vynams paprastai buidingas stiprus gerai sunokusiy ar egzotiniy vaisiy aromatas. Jy
analitiniy standarty taisyklés dazniausiai leidzia uZtikrinti puiky $iy vyny skonio balansa ir fermentuojamy cukry
suteikiamg aptakuma, kuris atsveria Luaros vynams bidingg gaivuma.

Raudonyjy vyny spalva Zvilgi, nuo vy$niy iki granaty raudonumo. Kvape daZnai vyrauja raudony vaisiy ir uogy
aromatai, kartais juos papildo prieskoniy aromatai. Paprastai Siuose vynuose juntami elegantiski taninai, suteikiantys
lanksty ir $velny, Siek tiek gaivy skonj.

Roziniy vyny spalva $viesi, nuo blyskaus roZinio iki lasi§y rausvumo atspalvio. Subtilus ir diskretiskas vyny aromatas
gaivus, dazniausiai — vaisiy. Vyny skonis dazniausiai pasizymi lengvumu ir gaivumu, kiek intensyvus. Kadangi
geografiné vietové jsikiirusi tarp Nanto ir AnZu vynuogyny, ant Luaros, kuri yra svarbus susisiekimo kelias, kranto,
,Coteaux d’Ancenis” vyny gamintojai sugebéjo gauti naudos i§ Sios dvigubos jtakos ir susikurti savas, natiiraliai vietos
aplinkai pritaikytas gamybos technologijas.

Metamorfiniuose Armorikos auk$tumos kloduose Luaros upés suformuoty geografinés vietovés kalvy dirvozemis
dazniausiai sparciai iSyla, i§ jo greitai nataraliai iSteka vanduo ir jo atsargos lieka negausios, o tai padeda gerai sunokti
vynuogéms, todél aplink Ansni uostg jau viduramziais buvo plétojama komerciné vynininkysté. Be to, nors
geografinés vietovés klimatas yra veikiamas vandenyno, jam daznai bidingi véjuoti ir sausi laikotarpiai vasaros
pabaigoje ir rudens pradzioje. Sios gamtinés salygos kartu su atviru Luaros kranty krastovaizdZiu nulémé raudonyjy
ir roZiniy vyny gamybos suklestéjima regione. Nederlingas, riigstus vynuogéms auginti skirty sklypy dirvoZemis ypa¢
tinka ‘Gamay N’ veislés vynuogems; dél tokiy salygy kiek sumazéja Siai veislei biidingas augimas ir tampa aisku, kodél,
nors ir pradéta auginti vélai, $i veislé uzgozé kitas juodyjy vynuogiy veisles. Vynuogyny priezitirai pasirinkus tinkama
vynmedziy auginimo badg ir reguliuojant derlinguma, raudonieji vynai gali atskleisti visus savo aromatus, o roZiniai —
subtily vaisiy aromatg.
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Be to, klimato sglygos labai tinkamos baltiesiems pusiau saldiems vynams gaminti, nes vynuogeés i§auga sveikos ir gerai
sunoksta. Dél 3iy salygy vietovéje labai greitai prisitaiké ir jautri Pinot gris G’ vynuogiy veislé. Svelni geografinés
vietovés vasaros temperatiira leidZia gerai i$saugoti Sios vynuogiy veislés subtilumg ir aromatus, nes riboja uogose
esanciy organiniy riigs¢iy skilima, ir suteikia vynams jiems bidingo gaivumo. Sie labai originaliis, vietiniy vadinami
,Malvoisie“ vynai yra pavyzdinis vietos vyndarystés paveldo produktas.

XX a. pradzioje susibiire | profesing sajungg, vyno gamintojai nepaliaujamai tobulino savo produkcija ir gerino jos
kokybe. ,Coteaux d’Ancenis“ pavadinimo pripazinimas saugoma kilmés vietos nuoroda, nustatytos i§ sklypy
sudarytos vietovés perkélimas j geriausias kalvas ir apsiribojimas dviem vynuogiy veislémis — ‘Gamay N’ ir 'Pinot
gris G, taip pat grieztesnés gamybos taisyklés tapo labiau iSreiksto vyny tipiskumo garantija ateiciai.

9. Kitos Svarbios Salygos (I$pilstymas, Zenklinimas, Kiti Reikalavimai)
Teisinis pagrindas:
Nacionalings teisés aktai
Papildomy salygy rasis:
Su gamyba nustatytoje geografinéje vietovéje susijusi nukrypti leidZianti nuostata
Salygos apraSymas:

Pritaikius nukrypti leidZiancig nuostatg nustatyta arciausiai esanti vyno gamybos ir gaminimo vietové apima toliau
nurodyty savivaldybiy, kaip jos apibréztos 2018 m. Oficialiajame geografiniy kody registre, teritorijas:

— Atlanto Luaros departamentas: La Boissiére-du-Doré, La Chapelle-Heulin, Divatte-sur-Loire (tik $ios deleguotosios
savivaldybés teritorija: La Chapelle-Basse-Mer), Gorges, Haute-Goulaine, Le Landreau, Le Loroux-Bottereau,
Maisdon-sur-Sévre, Mouzillon, La Remaudiére, Saint-Julien-de-Concelles, Vallet;

— Meno ir Luaros departamentas: Montrevault-sur-Evre (tik $iy deleguotyjy savivaldybiy teritorija: Puiset-Doré, Saint-
Rémy-en-Mauges), Orée d’Anjou (tik $iy deleguotyjy savivaldybiy teritorija: Saint-Laurent-des-Autels, Saint-
Sauveur-de-Landemont), Sévremoine (tik Sios deleguotosios savivaldybés teritorija: Tillieres).

Teisinis pagrindas:

Nacionalinés teisés aktai

Papildomy salygy rasis:

Papildomos nuostatos dél Zenklinimo

Salygos apraSymas:

Atsizvelgiant j specifikacijoje nustatytas toliau nurodyto pavadinimo naudojimo taisykles, prie saugomos kilmés vietos
nuorodos pavadinimo gali biiti pateikiama geografiné nuoroda ,Val de Loire*.

Atsizvelgiant i specifikacijoje nustatytas toliau nurodyto pavadinimo naudojimo taisykles, prie saugomos kilmés vietos
nuorodos pavadinimo gali bati pateikiamas pavadinimas ,Malvoisie®. Siuo pavadinimu zymimi tik baltieji
neputojantys vynai.

Visi papildomi uZrasai, kuriy naudojima pagal Sgjungos teisés nuostatas gali reglamentuoti valstybés narés, etiketése
raSomi ra$menimis, kuriy dydis (aukstis, plotis ar storis) ne didesnis nei dvigubas raSmeny, kuriais uZraSytas
saugomos kilmeés vietos nuorodos pavadinimas, dydis.

Papildomos geografinés nuorodos ,Val de Loire” ir naudojamo pavadinimo ,Malvoisie“ raSmeny dydis (aukstis, plotis
ar storis) negali biiti didesnis nei du trecdaliai raSmeny, kuriais uZraSytas saugomos kilmés vietos nuorodos
pavadinimas, dydZio.

Teisinis pagrindas:

Nacionalings teisés aktai

Papildomy salygy risis:

Papildomos nuostatos dél zenklinimo
Salygos aprasymas:

Vyny, kuriems suteikta saugoma kilmés vietos nuoroda, etiketése galima nurodyti maZesne geografing vietove, jeigu ji:
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— ijtraukta j kadastrg;
— nurodyta derliaus deklaracijoje.

Jos i kadastrg jtrauktas pavadinimas uZraSomas raSmenimis, kuriy dydis (aukstis, plotis ar storis) néra didesnis nei pusé
raSmeny, kuriais uZradytas saugomos kilmés vietos nuorodos pavadinimas, dydzio. Pavadinimas uZraomas tame
paciame regimajame lauke kaip ir kilmés vietos nuorodos pavadinimas.

Nuoroda j produkto specifikacija

https:/[/info.agriculture.gouv.fr/gedei/site/bo-agri/document_administratif-0569¢539-0b4c-4402-9b68-c63cca20f36f
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Pranesimas jmonéms, ketinan¢ioms 2021 m. Europos Sgjungos rinkai pateikti pilstomy
hidrofluorangliavandeniliy

(2020/C 40/09)

1. Sis pranesimas skirtas visoms jmonéms, norintioms pateikti deklaracija dél pilstomy hidrofluorangliavandeniliy
pateikimo Sajungos rinkai 2021 m. pagal Europos Parlamento ir Tarybos reglamento (ES) Nr. 517/2014 (') (toliau —
Reglamentas) 16 straipsnio 2 ir 4 dalis.

2. Hidrofluorangliavandeniliai — Reglamento I priedo 1 skirsnyje ivardytos medZiagos arba miSiniai, kuriuose yra $iy
medziagy:

HFC-23, HFC-32, HFC-41, HFC-125, HFC-134, HFC-134a, HFC-143, HFC-143a, HFC-152, HFC-152a, HFC-161,
HFC-227ea, HFC-236¢cb, HFC-236¢ea, HFC-236fa, HFC-245ca, HFC-245fa, HFC-36 5mfc, HFC-43—10mee.

3. Teikiant rinkai Sias medziagas, iSskyrus atvejus, kai jos teikiamos Reglamento 15 straipsnio 2 dalies a—f punktuose
nurodytoms reikméms arba kai bendras metinis $iy medziagy kiekis sudaro maziau kaip 100 tony CO, ekvivalento
per metus, turi baiti laikomasi kiekybiniy riby pagal Reglamento 15 ir 16 straipsniuose ir V ir VI prieduose nustatyta
kvoty sistemg.

4. Bleisdami hidrofluorangliavandenilius i laisva apyvartg importuotojai privalo bati tinkamai uZsiregistrave kaip
pilstomy hidrofluorangliavandeniliy importuotojai fluorintyjy dujy portale ir hidrofluorangliavandeniliy
licencijavimo sistemoje (%), kaip numatyta Komisijos jgyvendinimo reglamente (ES) 2019/661 (°). Tokia registracija
laikoma privaloma importo licencija. Panasi licencija reikalinga hidrofluorangliavandeniliams eksportuoti ().

5. Bendrajame administraciniame dokumente (BAD) importuotojas nurodomas kaip gavéjas (8 langelyje). Importuotojai
primygtinai raginami, iSleisdami HFC | laisva apyvarta, tiesiogiai BAD (44 langelyje) nurodyti jy kiekj CO,
ekvivalentais, nes tai gali labai palengvinti jy prekiy muitinj jforminimag ir jy atitikties Reglamento (ES) Nr. 517/2014
reikalavimams nustatyma.

6. Remiantis reglamento VI priedu, pagal pamatines vertes paskirstyty kvoty suma atimama i§ didZiausio 2021 m.
leidZiamo kiekio siekiant nustatyti kieki, kuris bus skirtas i§ $io rezervo.

7. Visi imoniy pateikti duomenys, kvotos ir pamatinés vertés saugomi elektroniniame fluorintyjy dujy portale ir
hidrofluorangliavandeniliy licencijavimo sistemoje. Visus fluorintyjy dujy portale ir hidrofluorangliavandeniliy
licencijavimo sistemoje saugomus duomenis, jskaitant kvotas, pamatines vertes, komercing informacijg ir asmens
duomenis, Europos Komisija laikys konfidencialiais.

8. Imonés, norincios gauti kvotg i Sio rezervo, turi laikytis $io pranesimo 9-12 punktuose nustatytos tvarkos.

9. Remiantis Reglamento 16 straipsnio 2 dalimi ir 17 straipsnio 1 dalimi, jmoné privalo biti tinkamai uZsiregistravusi
kaip hidrofluorangliavandeniliy gamintoja ir (arba) importuotoja elektroniniame fluorintyjy dujy portale ir hidrofluo-
rangliavandeniliy licencijavimo sistemoje, o Komisija turi baiti patvirtinusi registracija pagal Igyvendinimo reglamentg
(ES) 2019/661. Siekiant uZztikrinti tinkamg registracijos paraiskos tvarkymg, jskaitant galima papildomos informacijos
poreiki, tokia paraiSka turi biti pateikta likus ne maziau kaip vienam ménesiui iki deklaracijy teikimo laikotarpio
pradzios, t. y. iki 2020 m. kovo 14 d. (Zr. 10 punktg). Jei paraiska pateikiama po $ios datos, nejmanoma uztikrinti,
kad galutinis sprendimas dél registracijos parai§kos galés bati priimtas iki deklaracijy teikimo laikotarpio pabaigos (Zr.
10 punkta). Imonéms, kurios dar neuZsiregistravo, Klimato politikos GD interneto svetainéje pateikiamos gairés, kaip
tai padaryti ().

10.  Imoné elektroniniame fluorintyjy dujy portale ir hidrofluorangliavandeniliy licencijavimo sistemoje turi uzpildyti
deklaracija dél numatomo kiekio 2021 m. Tokias deklaracijas bus galima uzpildyti tik nuo 2020 m. balandzio 14 d.
iki geguzés 14 d. 13:00 val. Vidurio Europos laiku.

() 2014 m. balandzio 16 d. Europos Parlamento ir Tarybos reglamentas (ES) Nr. 517/2014 dél fluorinty Siltnamio efekta sukelian¢iy dujy
ir i dalies kei¢iantis reglamenta (EB) Nr. 842/2006 (OL L 150, 2014 5 20, p. 195).

() Registras sukurtas pagal Reglamento (ES) Nr. 517/2014 17 straipsnj:https:|/webgate.ec.europa.eu/ods2[resources/domain.

() 2019 m. balandzio 25 d. Komisijos jgyvendinimo reglamentas (ES) 2019/661, kuriuo uZtikrinamas sklandus hidrofluoranglia-
vandeniliy pateikimo rinkai kvoty elektroninio registro veikimas (OLL 112, 2019 4 26, p. 11).

() Taip pat Zr. Komisijos igyvendinimo reglamento (ES) 2017/1375 1 straipsnio 2 dalj (OL L 194, 2017 7 26, p. 4).

() https:/[ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/clima/files/f-gas/docs/guidance_document_en.pdf.
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11. Komisija galiojanc¢iomis laikys tik tinkamai uZzpildytas deklaracijas, kurios bus be klaidy ir gautos iki 2020 m.
geguzés 14 d., 13:00 val. Vidurio Europos laiku.

12.  Remdamasi Siomis deklaracijomis, Komisija pagal Reglamento 16 straipsnio 2, 4 ir 5 dalis, taip pat V ir VI priedus
atitinkamoms jmonéms paskirstys kvotas.

13.  Igyvendinimo reglamento (ES) 2019/661 7 straipsnyje nustatyta, kad skirstant hidrofluorangliavandeniliy pateikimo
rinkai kvotas pagal Reglamento (ES) Nr. 517/2014 16 straipsnio 5 dalj, visos jmonés, kuriy tikrasis savininkas (-ai)
yra tas pats, laikomos vienu deklarantu pagal to reglamento 16 straipsnio 2 ir 4 dalis.

14.  Per fluorintyjy dujy portalg ir hidrofluorangliavandeniliy licencijavimo sistemg Komisija jmonéms pranes, kokio
dydzio bendra kvota paskirstyta 2021 m.

15.  Uzsiregistravimas fluorintyjy dujy portale ir hidrofluorangliavandeniliy licencijavimo sistemoje ir (arba) deklaracijos
del ketinimo 2021 m. pateikti rinkai hidrofluorangliavandeniliy uzpildymas savaime nesuteikia teisés 2021 m.
pateikti rinkai hidrofluorangliavandeniliy.
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