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Explanatory Memorandum
Evaluation of the proposal in the light of the principle of subsidiairity

What are the objectives of the proposed action in relation to the obligation of the
Community?

The framework directive 89/107/EEC establishes the general criteria for approval of
food additives. The specific directives 94/35/EC, 94/36/EC and 95/2/EC fixes the
positive list of permitted food additives. Community legislation based on Article
100A shall be developed in order to permit the use of new food additives issuing
from new industrial developments and which satisfy the criteria for approval.

Belongs the envisaged action to an exclusive Community competence or is the
competence shared between Member States and the Community?

The envisaged action belongs to an exclusive Community competence.
What is the community dimension of the problem ?

Alternatively refined carrageenan is a food additive which is not included in the
positive list of food additives directives developed under the framework directive
89/107/EEC. This food additive is therefore not permitted for food use in the
European Union This food additive has an commercial importance for the
Philippines. Therefore it is necessary that the Community introduces a proposal for
a European Parliament and Council directive envisaging the inclusion of the additive
in the positive list of food additives.

What is the most efficient solution in the light of the possibilities of the
Communities and the Member States ?

Member States may only permit new food additives for a limited period of 2 years.
In order to permit the new food additive beyond that period obligatory Community
legislation shall be developed.



What is the added value of the envisaged action, and what are the consequences of
the non-action?

The proposal would permit the use of a food additive in the European Union, as it is
already permitted in third countries, and will follow the recommendations of the
Codex Alimentarius. The non action would end in a discussion in the OMC.

What are the means of Community action.

~ A directive foreseeing a short transposition period adopted by European Parliament
and Council following Article 100A is the only solution.

Is harmonisation necessary or is it possible to adopt a framework directive
containing general principles leaving the application to the Member States?

Additives are subject to a total harmonisation prescribed by the framework directive
89/107/EEC. This action follows the obligations fixed by that directive.

Specific comments. -

During the adoption of directive 95/2/EC in European Parliament and Council, the
food additive 'Alternatively Refined Carrageenan' was under evaluation by the
Scientific Committee for Food. The Common position was adopted by the Council
before this evaluation was terminated and therefore the European Parliament,
Council and Commission could not envisage to include this substance in the positive
list of food additives. Since this substance seems to have an important role in the
economy of the Philippines, it is necessary for the Community to take the necessary
legal steps in order to permit this substance for food use, since the evaluation of the
Scientific Committee for Food has shown that there is no concern for the public
health and that there is a demonstrated technological need.
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Ehdotus

Euroopan parlamentin ja neuvoston direktiivi
elintarvikkeiden muista lisdaineista kuin viri- ja makeutusaineista annetun
Euroopan parlamentin ja neuvoston direktiivin 95/2/EY muuttamisesta

EUROOPAN PARLAMENTTI JA EUROOPAN UNIONIN NEUVOSTO, jotka

ottavat huomioon Euroopan yhteison perustamissopimuksen ja erityisesti sen 100 a
artiklan,

ottavat huomioon komission ehdotuksen',

ottavat huomioon talous- ja sosiaalikomitean lausunnon?,

noudattavat perustamissopimuksen 189 b artiklassa mairittyd menettelyd,

ottavat huomioon ihmisravinnoksi tarkoitetuissa elintarvikkeissa sallittuja lisdaineita
koskevan jidsenvaltioiden lainsdidannon ldhentdmisestd 21 pidivdni joulukuuta 1988
annetun npeuvoston direktiivin 89/107/ETY’, sellaisena kuin se on muutettuna
direktiivilld 94/34/EY", ja erityisesti sen 3 artiklan 2 kohdan,

seka katsovat, etti

vaihtoehtoisella tavalla jalostettu karrageeni on uusi elintarvikkeiden lisdaine, jonka
tekninen tarve elintarvikkeissa on osoitettu,

on vilttimitontd mukauttaa elintarvikkeiden muista lisdaineista kuin viri- ja
makeutusaineista annetussa parlamentin ja neuvoston direktiivissi 95/2/EY’ olevaa
elintarvikkeiden sallittujen lisdaineiden luetteloa mainitun lisdaineen kiyton
sallimiseksi,
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elintarvikkeiden tiedekomiteaa on kuultu, ja

puhtausvaatimukset otetaan kayttoon direktiivin 89/107/ETY 11 artiklassa sdddetyn
menettelyn mukaisesti,

ON ANTANUT TAMAN DIREKTIIVIN:

1 artikla

Lisdtdin seuraava elintarvikkeiden lisdaine direktiivin 95/2/EY liitteeseen I:

E N:o Nimi
E 407a Vaihtoehtoisella tavalla jalostettu
karrageeni -
2 artikla

Jasenvaltioiden on saatettava timdn direktiivin noudattamisen edellyttimit lait,
asetukset ja hallinnolliset méaardykset voimaan viimeistddn 25 pdivina syyskuuta 1996,
jotta mahdollistetaan timén direktiivin mukaisten tuotteiden kauppa ja kaytto.

Niiden on ilmoitettava tistd viipymattd komissiolle.

Naiissd jasenvaltioiden antamissa sdddgksissd on viitattava tdhdn direktiiviin tai niihin
on liitettdvd tillainen viittaus, kun ne virallisesti julkaistaan. Jisenvaltioiden on
sdddettivd siitd, miten viittaukset tehdédidn.
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3 artikla

Tamd direktiivi tulee voimaan seitseméntend pdivdnd sen jilkeen, kun se on julkaistu
Euroopan yhteisdjen virallisessa lehdessi.

4 artikla

Tama direktiivi on osoitettu kaikille jasenvaltioille.

Tehty
Euroopan parlamentin puolesta Neuvoston puolesta
Puhemies Puheenjohtaja



ISSN 1024-4492

KOM(95) 177 lopullinen

ASTAKIRJAT

FI 05 10

Luettelonumero : CB-C0O-95-198-FI-C

ISBN 92-77-88691-9

Euroopan yhteisdjen virallisten julkaisujen toimisto

L-2985 Luxembourg



