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E-005699/12 by Syed Kamall to the Commission
Subject: EU legislation on sale of cooked and raw meat
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E-005700/12 by Syed Kamall to the Commission
Subject: Palm stearin
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E-005701/12 by Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Marietje Schaake and Johannes Cornelis van Baalen to the Commission
Subject: Company hijackings in Ukraine
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P-005702/12 by Peter Simon to the Commission

Subject: Measures to reduce noise from freight traffic
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E-005706/12 by Barry Madlener to the Commission

Subject: VP[HR — Muslims behead Christian in Tunisia
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E-005707/12 by Auke Zijlstra to the Commission
Subject: Zoo Directive
Nederlandse Versie ..........occcneeeervrneceens
English version ..........ccccovveceenne.

E-005708/12 by Morten Messerschmidt to the Commission

Subject: Short selling on the share market
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(Deutsche Fassung)

Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-005535/12
an die Kommission
Axel Voss (PPE)
(31. Mai 2012)

Betrifft: Visa fiir zivilgesellschaftliche Organisationen in der Ukraine

Im Herbst vergangenen Jahres hat die Ukraine eine Visaverordnung in Kraft gesetzt, nach der zivilgesellschaftliche
Organisationen die fiir die Erteilung eines Visums notwendige Einladung ausstellen miissen. Voraussetzung hierfiir ist
jedoch eine Registrierung, fiir die allerdings bisher kein Rechtsweg vorgesehen ist. Die hierfiir notwendige Behorde
befindet sich nach Auskunft der ukrainischen Botschaft in Deutschland erst ,,im Aufbau*.

Langzeitfreiwillige, die eine Einladung einer zivilgesellschaftlichen Organisation bei ukrainischen Konsulaten
vorlegen, erhalten daher kein Visum mehr. Auch die Durchfithrung des Européischen Freiwilligendienstes ist in der
Ukraine damit gefdhrdet.

Die Kommission wird daher Folgendes gefragt:

1. Ist der Kommission diese Problematik bekannt? Wenn ja, hat sie diese gegeniiber der urkanischen Regierung
kritisch angesprochen?

2. Wie bewertet die Kommission diese Visa-Regelung?

3. Welche Maglichkeiten sieht sie, um eine Verbesserung der Situation zu erreichen?

Antwort von Frau Malmstrém im Namen der Kommission
(6. August 2012)

Nach ukrainischem Recht sind EU-Biirger bei Reisen in die Ukraine von hochstens 90 Tagen von der Visumpflicht
befreit. Daher konnen Freiwillige, die fur diesen kurzen Zeitraum in der Ukraine bleiben mochten, visumfrei
einreisen. Der Kommission sind diesbeziiglich keine Probleme bekannt.

Die Visumpflicht fiir Zeitrdume von mehr als 90 Tagen und die entsprechenden Ausstellungsverfahren fallen jedoch
in die nationale Zustdndigkeit der Ukraine.

Die EU-Delegation in Kiew wurde in jiingster Zeit von Biirgerinnen und Biirgern der EU kontaktiert, die als Freiwillige
arbeiten und Probleme bei der Beantragung eines Visums fiir einen langfristigen Aufenthalt oder eines
Aufenthaltstitels hatten. Die EU-Delegation hat diese Probleme in informellen Kontakten mit den ukrainischen
Behorden angesprochen.

Fragen im Zusammenhang mit der Registrierung von EU-Biirgern wurden in den jiingsten politischen Dialogen mit
der Ukraine angesprocher.
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Question for written answer E-005535/12
to the Commission
Axel Voss (PPE)
(31 May 2012)

Subject: Visa requirements for civil society organisations in Ukraine
In autumn 2011, Ukraine brought into force a regulation requiring civil society organisations to issue invitations
before visas could be issued. However, no legal channels yet exist for the necessary registration procedures. According

to the Ukrainian Embassy in Germany, the relevant authority is still ‘in the process of being set up’.

This means that long-standing volunteers who present a civil-society invitation to Ukrainian consulates will no longer
receive a visa. This is also putting European voluntary services in Ukraine at risk.

1. Isthe Commission aware of this problem? If so, has it expressed its criticism to the Ukrainian Government?
2. What view does the Commission take of this visa regulation?

3. How does it consider that matters could be improved?

Answer given by Ms Malmstrém on behalf of the Commission
(6 August 2012)

According to Ukrainian law, EU citizens are exempt from the visa requirement when travelling to Ukraine for a
period of time not exceeding 90 days. Therefore, volunteers who wish to stay in Ukraine for such a short period can
travel visa-free. The Commission is not aware of any problems in this context.

Visa requirements for periods exceeding 90 days and the corresponding issuing procedures is a national competence
of Ukraine.

The EU Delegation in Kyiv has been approached lately by EU citizens working as volunteers who have faced problems
when applying for long term visas or residence permits. The EU Delegation has raised these concerns in informal

contacts with Ukrainian authorities.

Issues related to the registration of EU citizens have been raised in recent political dialogues with Ukraine.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-005536/12
ala Comisiéon
Raiil Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE)
(31 de mayo de 2012)

Asunto: Espafia, bancos y FEEF

Considerando la crisis del sistema bancario espafiol. Considerando que la recapitalizacién por parte del Gobierno
espafiol basada en el aumento de la deuda publica (via inyeccién directa en casos como Bankia, o acudiendo al
mercado), significa una agudizacién de la interdependencia entre la salubridad de los bancos y la de las cuentas
publicas espaiiolas. Sabiendo que esto estd comportando un claro riesgo para la estabilidad y la solvencia de la Uni6n
Econémica y Monetaria y aumenta los tipos de interés de los bonos del tesoro espafiol, llevando a la prima de riesgo a
los 533 puntos bésicos (').

Dado el alto nivel de integracion del sistema bancario europeo y los riesgos de contagio en la eurozona, la Facilidad
Europea de Estabilidad Financiera (FEEF) contempla la posibilidad de otorgar lineas de préstamos especificas para
recapitalizar instituciones financieras (). Sin embargo, esta opcién aumentarfa la deuda puablica y por tanto no es
consistente con el objetivo consolidacién fiscal requeridos por la Comisién. Objetivos que ya sabemos hoy que serdn
imposibles de cumplir.

1. ¢Considera la Comision que el acceso al FEEF debe ir acompafiada de un ajuste adicional en las cuentas publicas
y en el plan de reformas estructurales, profundizando en la senda de los recortes socialmente dafiinos y en la
depresion de la economia espaiiola? Si es asi, ;qué calendario de consolidacion fiscal prevé para Espafia en 2012-13-
14? ;Considera asumible el impacto social de dicho calendario?

2. (Considera que una licencia bancaria a la FEEF y al futuro Mecanismo de Estabilidad Europeo permitirfa reducir
la prima de riesgo y los costes de refinanciacion de la deuda publica espafiola? ¢Tiene pensado presentar una
propuesta para esto? ;Con qué mecanismos de control democratico contarfa una recapitalizacion bancaria europea?

3. Considera que el Banco Central Europeo deberia erigirse en prestamista de dltima instancia frenando asi
cualquier duda en los mercados de deuda nacionales?

Respuesta del Sr. Rehn en nombre de la Comisién
(21 de agosto de 2012)

1. El 25de junio de 2012, el Gobierno espaiiol solicité una ayuda financiera exterior en el marco de la
reestructuracion y recapitalizacién en curso del sector bancario espaiol. Esta ayuda se ha pedido con arreglo a las
condiciones de la ayuda financiera de la Facilidad Europea de Estabilizacion Financiera (FEEF). En la cumbre de la zona
del euro de 29 de junio de 2012, los Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno especificaron que la ayuda la asumird
posteriormente el MEDE (Mecanismo Europeo de Estabilidad) cuando sea plenamente operativo.

En relacion con el esfuerzo de saneamiento presupuestario, la Comisién propuso la ampliacién un afio, esto es,
hasta 2014, del plazo de correccién del PDE (procedimiento de déficit excesivo), ampliacion que aprobd por
unanimidad el Consejo Ecofin en julio de 2012, habida cuenta del deterioro de la coyuntura econémica y sus
repercusiones presupuestarias.

2. Hay que debatir y estudiar todas las ideas que puedan ser ttiles, aunque las decisiones sobre las caracteristicas y
los instrumentos del FEEF y el MEDE incumben a los Estados miembros de la zona del euro.

3. LaComisién no hace comentarios sobre la politica monetaria.

() http://economia.elpais.com/economia/2012/05/30/actualidad/1338362319_465496.html
() http://www.efsf.europa.eufattachments/efsf_guideline_on_recapitalisation_of_financial_institutions.pdf
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Question for written answer E-005536/12
to the Commission
Raiil Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE)
(31 May 2012)

Subject: Spain, banks and the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF)

The Spanish banking system is in crisis. Recapitalisation by the Spanish Government based on increasing public debt
(via direct injection in cases like Bankia, or through the market) involves deepening interdependence between banks
and Spanish public accounts. This represents a clear risk to the stability and solvency of the Economic and Monetary
Union and an increase in interest rates on Spanish treasury bills, taking the risk premium to 533 basis points (').

Given the high level of integration in the European banking system and contagion risk in the euro area, the EFSF
provides the possibility of making specific credit lines available to recapitalise financial institutions (°). However, this
option would increase public debt and, therefore, is not consistent with the fiscal consolidation objective required by
the Commission. These are objectives that we already know we cannot fulfil.

1. Does the Commission believe that access to the EFSF entails a further tightening of public accounts and the
structural reform agenda, deepening the socially harmful cuts and recession in the Spanish economy? If so, what is the
fiscal consolidation calendar planned for Spain in 2012-2014? Does the Commission consider the social impact of
this calendar acceptable?

2. Does it consider that a banking licence for the EFSF and for the future European Stability Mechanism would
reduce risk premiums and refinancing costs for Spanish public debt? Does it plan to submit a proposal for this? What
democratic control mechanisms would a European bank recapitalisation have?

3. Does it believe that the European Central Bank should establish itself as the last-resort lender, thus removing any
doubts in the domestic debt markets?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(21 August 2012)

1. On 25 June 2012, the Spanish Government requested external financial assistance in the context of the ongoing
restructuring and recapitalization of the Spanish banking sector. The assistance is sought under the terms of the
Financial Assistance for the Recapitalisation of Financial Institutions by the EFSF (European Financial Stability
Facility). The Heads of State and Government at the Euro Area Summit of 29 June 2012 specified that the assistance
will subsequently be taken over by the ESM (European Stability Mechanism), once the latter is fully operational.

In relation to the budget consolidation path, an extension of the EDP (Excessive Deficit Procedure) correction deadline
by one year, i.e. up to 2014, was proposed by the Commission and approved unanimously by the Ecofin Council in

July 2012, given the deterioration in the economic environment and the budgetary implications.

2. All potentially useful ideas need to be debated and considered. Decisions on the features and instruments of the
EFSF and ESM belong however to euro area Member States.

3. The Commission does not comment on monetary policy.

() http://economia.elpais.com/economia/2012/05/30/actualidad/1338362319_465496.html
() http://www.efsf.europa.eufattachments/efsf_guideline_on_recapitalisation_of_financial_institutions.pdf
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-005538/12
aan de Commissie
Auke Zijlstra (NI)
(31 mei 2012)

Betreft: Cyprus bezorgd over mogelijke Syrische vluchtelingen

Cyprus houdt er serieus rekening mee dat er massaal bootjes met Syrische vluchtelingen op het eiland zullen
aankomen, mocht de situatie in Syrié niet verbeteren of verder verslechteren; Cyprus kan daarmee een toegangspoort
tot de EU voor Syriérs worden.

1.  Isde Commissie bekend met het bericht ,Cyprus worried about potential Syrian refugees” (')?
2. Deelt de Commissie de zorgen van Cyprus? Zo neen, waarom niet?

3. Heeft de Commissi