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(Information)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION
of 2 May 2000

appointing the President of the Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market (trade marks and
designs)

(2000/C 139/01)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 40/94 of 20 December 1993 on the Community trade
mark (1), and in particular Article 120(1) and (2) thereof,

Having regard to the Council Decision of 16 June 1994 appointing the President of the Office for
Harmonisation in the Internal Market (trade marks and designs) (3),

Having regard to the Council Decision of 3 December 1998 renewing the term of office of the President of
the Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market (trade marks and designs) (%),

Having regard to the candidatures presented by the Administrative Board of the Office for Harmonisation
in the Internal Market (trade marks and designs) on 6 March 2000,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Sole Article

Mr Wubbo de BOER, born on 27 May 19438, is hereby appointed President of the Office for Harmonisation
in the Internal Market (trade marks and designs) from 1 October 2000 until 30 September 2005.

Done at Brussels, 2 May 2000.
For the Council
The President

J. COELHO

() O L 11, 14.1.1994, p. 1. Regulation amended by Regulation (EC) No 3288/94 (O] L 349, 31.12.1994, p. 83).
() O] C 314, 25.11.1995, p. 1.
() O] C 409, 30.12.1998, p. 1.
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COUNCIL DECISION
of 2 May 2000

appointing Luxembourg members and alternate members in the categories of workers and
employers of the Advisory Committee on Freedom of Movement for Workers

(2000/C 139/02)
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 of 15 October 1968 on freedom of movement for
workers within the Community (!), and in particular Articles 26 and 27 thereof,

Whereas, by its Decision of 17 December 1999 (?), the Council appointed for the period 17 December
1999 to 16 December 2001 the members and alternate members of the Advisory Committee on Freedom
of Movement for workers, with the exception of the representatives of the organisations of Luxembourg
workers and employers;

Having regard to the communication submitted by the Luxembourg Government,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1
The following are hereby appointed members and alternate members of the Advisory Committee on
Freedom of Movement for workers for the period from 2 May 2000 to 16 December 2001:
1. REPRESENTATIVES OF WORKERS' ORGANISATIONS
(a) Members (b) Alternate

Mr A. MATTEIS Mr E. DIAS
Mr D. GEORGES

2. REPRESENTATIVES OF EMPLOYERS' ORGANISATIONS

(a) Members (b) Alternate
Mr P. BLEY Ms CH. BERTRAND-SCHAUL
Mr M. SAUBER
Article 2

This Decision shall be published, for information, in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Done at Brussels, 2 May 2000.
For the Council
The President
J. COELHO

() OJ L 257, 18.10.1968, p. 2.
() 0] C 4, 7.1.2000, p. 1.
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(3) Source: Commission.

COMMISSION

Euro exchange rates (')

17 May 2000

(2000/C 139/03)

1 euro = 74588
= 336,6
= 8,18
= 0,5987

= 0,8922
= 1,3289
= 97,98

= 1,5488
= 8,154

= 68,93795
= 1,5723
= 1,9358
= 6,34354

(") Source: reference exchange rate published by the ECB.

Danish krone
Greek drachma
Swedish krona

Pound sterling

United States dollar
Canadian dollar
Japanese yen

Swiss franc
Norwegian krone
Icelandic kréna (2)
Australian dollar
New Zealand dollar
South African rand (2)
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Average prices and representative prices for table wines at the various marketing centres
(2000/C 139/04)
(Established on 16 May 2000 for the application of Article 30(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 822/87)
Type of wine and the EUR % Type of wine and the EUR %
various marketing centres per % vol/hl of GP ° various marketing centres per % vol/hl of GP °
R I Guide price * 3,828 A T Guide price * 3,828
Heraklion No quotation Athens No quotation
Patras No quotation Heraklion No quotation
Requena 3,907 102 % )
Reus No quotation Patras No quotation
Villafranca del Bierzo No quotation (1) Alcdzar de San Juan 2,344 61 %
Bastia No quotation Almendralejo No quotation
Béziers 4,229 110 %
Montpellier 4086 107 % | Medina del Campo No quotation (')
Narbonne No quotation Ribadavia No quotation
Nimes 4,116 108 %
1m<.=_ ) ” | Villafranca del Penedés No quotation
Perpignan No quotation (%)
Asti No quotation Villar del Arzobispo No quotation (%)
Florence No quotation Villarrobledo No quotation (%)
Lecce No quotation )
Pescara No quotation Bordeaux No quotation
Reggio Emilia No quotation Nantes No quotation
Treviso No quotation Bari No quotation
Verona (for local wines) 3,744 98 %
Representative price 4,080 107 9 | Cagliari No quotation (')
R 11 Guide price * 3,828 Chieti No quotation
. ) Ravenna (Lugo, Faenze) 2,634 69 %
Heraklion No quotation
Patras No quotation Trapani (Alcamo) 2,066 54 %
Calatayud No quotation Treviso No quotation
Falset No quotation . . .
Jumilla No quotation () Representative price 2,528 66 %
Navalcarnero No quotation (%)
Requena No quotation EUR/hl
Toro No quotation
Villena No quotation (')
. . A I Guide price * 82,810
Bastia No quotation —_—
Brignoles No quotation Rheinpfalz (Oberhaardt) 25,565 31 %
Bari No quotation Rheinhessen (Hiigelland) No quotation
Barletta No quotation . . .
. . The wine-growing region
Cagliari No quotation of the Luxembourg
Lecce No quotation Moselle No quotation
Taranto No quotation Representative price 25,565 31%
Representative price No quotation (%)
A I Guide price * 94,570

R III Guide price *

Rheinpfalz-Rheinhessen
(Hiigelland)

Representative price

EUR/hl

62,150

No quotation
No quotation

Mosel-Rheingau

The wine-growing region
of the Luxembourg
Moselle

Representative price

No quotation

No quotation

No quotation

(") Quotation not taken into account in accordance with Article 10 of Regulation (EEC) No 2682/77.

Applicable from 1.2.1995.
°  GP = Guide price.
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laying down guidelines for the Community initiative for rural development (Leader+)

COMMISSION NOTICE TO THE MEMBER STATES
of 14 April 2000

(2000/C 139/05)

1. Article 20(1)(c) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999

of 21 June 1999 laying down general provisions on the
Structural Funds (") (hereinafter referred to as the ‘General
Regulation’) establishes a Community Initiative for rural
development, hereinafter called Leader+.

On 14 April 2000, the Commission of the European
Communities, acting in accordance with Article 21(1) of
that Regulation, laid down the guidelines set out in this
notice describing the aims, scope and method of
implementation for the rural development initiative.

Pursuant to Article 21(3) of the general Regulation,
Member States are to draw up and present to the
Commission Proposals for Leadert programmes in
accordance with the guidelines in this notice with a
view to their approval by the Commission and
adoption of a decision on EAGGF Guidance Section
funding.

I. CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Context

Rural areas in the Community are confronted with an
array of problems likely to seriously affect their viability,
such as an ageing population, rural depopulation which
persists in some areas, and job losses.

It should be noted, however, that some areas have
confronted these problems with success. They have
managed to create a territorial dynamism which attests
to their ability to invent new solutions in response to the
challenges they face.

Leader 1 marked the start of a new approach to rural
development policy which is territorially based, inte-
grated and participative.

Leader II saw the Leader I approach put to more wide-
spread use, with emphasis on the innovative aspect of
projects.

The strengths of the Leader approach are:

— the mobilising of local actors to reflect on and take
control of the future of their area,

() O L 161, 26.6.1999, p. 1.

— its decentralised, integrated and bottom-up approach
to territorial development,

— the opening-up of rural areas to other territories by
the exchange and transfer of experience and through
the creation of networks,

— its ability to take into consideration small-scale
actions when administrative, technical and financial
intermediaries are present who can support
promoters of small projects.

In several Member States, however, the implementation
of Leader II has encountered some difficulties such as:
delays in the selection of beneficiaries, and consequently
in the launching of programmes, the creation of fragile
partnerships when roles are poorly defined, the accumu-
lation of disparate procedures, and the dispersal of
financial resources across a very large number of local
action groups (LAGs), resulting in interventions of low
effectiveness.

Despite these few problems, the generally very positive
image of Leader and the belief that the approach which
began in 1991 should be continued and deepened has
remained. This is all the more desirable since rural areas
will in the next few years have to make adjustments to
their socioeconomic structure in order to meet the chal-
lenges and constraints arising notably from:

— changes in the agricultural sector as a result of the
reform of the CAP and the increasing demands of
consumers concerning product quality,

— increasing general awareness of environmental
concerns,

— the closer integration of the world economy,

— the rapid spread and use of new technologies.

Developing their specific resources in an integrated
approach that forms part of a territorial strategy which
is relevant and tailored to the local context seems
increasingly to be the route that will have to be taken
if rural areas are to create and/or maintain competitive
and sustainable products and services.
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Such an approach will become more effective, however,
if it forms part of a Community policy and national and
regional policies which are able to provide the
framework, tools and impetus necessary for ensuring
that the rural areas, and the people who live in them,
are in a position to grasp development opportunities and
translate them into practice using appropriate resources
and arrangements.

The new Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 of 17
May 1999 on support for rural development from the
European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund
(EAGGF) and amending and repealing certain Regu-
lations (*) includes a whole range of measures aimed at
helping rural areas to pursue a policy which is not
confined to boosting the competitiveness of the agri-
cultural sector but which also supports the development
of new activities and sources of employment in order
that rural areas can continue to represent a viable and
vital social and economic context.

Rural development policy will therefore become the
second pillar of the CAP and will remain an important
component of economic and social cohesion policy.

However, the major programmes implemented under
Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 and the Structural
Funds Regulations cannot by themselves address all the
problems confronting rural areas, given these areas' local
scale and the need to take greater account of initiatives

launched by local people.

Objectives

The new initiative will complement the mainstream
programmes by promoting integrated  schemes
conceived and implemented by active partnerships
operating at the local level.

The aim of Leader+ is to encourage and help rural actors
to think about the longer-term potential of their area. It
seeks to encourage the implementation of integrated,
high-quality, original strategies for sustainable devel-
opment designed to encourage experimenting with new
ways of:

— enhancing the natural and cultural heritage,

— reinforcing the economic environment, in order to
contribute to job creation,

— improving the organisational abilities of their
community.

() OJ L 160, 26.6.1999, p. 80.

10.

11.

‘Cooperation’ in the broad sense of the term will be a
fundamental component of Leader+. The Commission
will provide support for the establishment of quality
partnerships between the various actors. Cooperation
must be created within rural areas, between such areas
in the same Member State, between rural areas in several
Member States and even beyond if necessary.

As a result, Leader+ will continue its role as a laboratory
which aims to encourage the emergence and testing of
new approaches to integrated and sustainable devel-
opment that will influence, complete and/or reinforce
rural development policy in the Community. Member
States are asked to participate in this experimentation
effort when presenting their proposals.

These new rural development models will be exploited
and disseminated through a major networking exercise.

II. MECHANISMS AND MEASURES

Geographical application

Unlike Leader I and II, all rural areas will be eligible
under Leader+. However, in order to concentrate
Community resources on the most promising proposals
and to give them maximum leverage, Community
funding under actions 1 and 2 will be granted to a
limited number of rural territories only, following an
open and rigorous selection procedure.

With this aim in mind, the procedures and selection
criteria will be defined by the competent national auth-
orities. The selection criteria referred to in this notice
will constitute the minimum which should be supple-
mented by specific criteria, fine-tuned where necessary
in the light of the specific situation of the rural areas
concerned, their environmental conditions and the
particular objectives which the implementation of
Leader+ seeks to attain in these areas. These criteria
will form an integral part of the programme to be
presented to the Commission and will be subject to
the latter's approval.

Where Leader+ covers areas which have not previously
benefited under Leader I and/or I special provisions will
need to be adopted to ensure that territories in such
areas have fair access to this Community initiative.

The Member States may limit the application of Leader+
to certain rural areas, provided that they justify this
limitation on the basis of criteria which are consistent
with their rural development policy objectives and do
not prejudice the other conditions set out in this notice.
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Beneficiaries Action 1: Integrated territorial rural development
strategies of a pilot nature
12. Financial assistance under Leader+ will be granted to § P

13.

groups of partners known as ‘local action groups’ (LAGs).

The local action groups will draw up development
strategies and be responsible for their implementation.

Local action groups must consist of a balanced and
representative selection of partners drawn from the
different  socioeconomic sectors in the territory
concerned. At the decision-making level the economic
and social partners and associations must make up at
least 50 % of the local partnership.

The members of a LAG must show that they are able to
devise and implement a development strategy for the
territory together.

The relevance and effectiveness of the partnership is to
be assessed in terms of the transparency and clarity in
the allocation of tasks and responsibilities. The capacity
of the partners to carry out the tasks assigned to them,
and the effectiveness of the operational and decision-
making arrangements must be guaranteed.

The members of the LAG shall be locally based and
must:

— ecither, select an administrative and financial leader
with the ability to administer public funds who will
be responsible for the satisfactory operation of the
partnership,

— or, come together in a legally-constituted common
structure, the formal constitution of which guar-
antees the satisfactory operation of the partnership
and the ability to administer public funds.

Actions

Leader+ will be structured around three actions:

— action 1: support for integrated territorial rural devel-
opment strategies of a pilot nature based on the
bottom-up approach and horizontal partnerships,

— action 2: support for interterritorial and transnational
cooperation,

— action 3: the networking of all rural areas in the
Community, whether or not beneficiaries under
Leader+, and all rural development actors.

14.

14.1.

14.2.

Action 1 will support rural areas which show a will-
ingness and ability to devise and implement an inte-
grated and sustainable pilot development strategy,
supported by the presentation of a development plan,
based on a representative partnership, and structured
around a strong theme typical of the identity of the
territory concerned.

Each Member State will specify, in the light of the
particular situation of its rural areas, the criteria for
selecting, by call for proposals, development plans
drawn up by LAGs, taking into account the following:

Areas concerned

The Leader+ initiative is intended for small rural terri-
tories which form a homogeneous unit in physical
(geographical), economic and social terms.

The territories selected must in all cases have sufficient
coherence and critical mass in terms of human, financial
and economic resources to support a viable development
strategy.

Applying these criteria may result in areas being defined
which do not coincide with a national administrative area
or with zones established for the purpose of eligibility
under Objectives 1 and 2 of the Structural Funds.

To ensure the local and rural nature of the territories
selected, the population must as a general rule not
number more than 100 000 in the most densely
populated areas (around 120 inhabitants/km?) and in
general not number less than about 10 000. However,
in areas with a high or low population-density, such as
some areas of northern Europe, properly justified
exceptions to these criteria may be accepted.

In all cases artificial divisions of areas which could
undermine the coherence requirement referred to above
will be rejected.

Development strategy

The development strategy proposed by the LAGs in their
development plans must:
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be integrated, in the sense that it adopts a global
approach based on the interaction between actors,
sectors and projects, built around a strong theme
typical of the identity andfor resources andfor
specific know-how of the territory, and uniting all
the actors and projects in the various fields
contributing to the development strategy.

Without prejudice to the distinctive features of
particular regions, the priority themes which the
Commission considers to be of special interest at
Community level, given the opportunities and
constraints facing rural areas, are:

— the use of new know-how and new technologies
to make the products and services of rural areas
more competitive,

— improving the quality of life in rural areas,

— adding value to local products, in particular by
facilitating access to markets for small production
units via collective actions,

— making the best use of natural and cultural
resources, including enhancing the value of sites
of Community interest selected under Natura
2000.

The strategy proposed in each development plan
must be structured around one of the above
themes. If more than one theme is involved, the
strategy must remain consistent. In all cases it must
be demonstrated that it is not just a collection of
projects or a mere juxtaposition of sectoral measures.

The Commission, concerned about equal oppor-
tunities and convinced that women and young
people represent a key to the development of rural
areas, would like support to be given as a priority to
strategies which seek to enhance the job oppor-
tunities andfor activities for these target groups.
Consequently, the evaluation criteria to be established
by the Member States for selecting pilot strategies
must reflect this Community priority.

The list of priority themes and target groups may be
extended by the Member States to take account of
their own specific situations.

It must demonstrate its basis and coherence with the
territory particularly in socioeconomic terms. It must
prove its economic viability and its sustainability in
the sense that resources will be used in such a way
that the options available to future generations are
not impaired.

(©)

It must demonstrate its nature as a pilot scheme.

Under Leader I and II a large number of rural areas
embarked on bottom-up, innovative approaches to
local development. In some cases these approaches
have matured and can now be included in main-
stream rural development programmes.

Under Leader+ the Commission intends to support
original and ambitious approaches to rural devel-
opment which will deepen the experimentation
started under Leader I and IL

The pilot nature will be assessed on the basis of the
development strategy set out in each development
plan. The strategy must put forward means of
achieving sustainable development which are new
by comparison with previous practice in the area
concerned, and with the methods used and planned
in the mainstream programmes.

The Commission does not wish to lay down an
exhaustive list of assessment criteria, but by way of
illustration considers that the pilot concept could be
assessed in terms of:

— the emergence of new products and services
which incorporate the distinctiveness of the
local area,

— new methods permitting the combination of the
area's human, natural and/or financial resources,
resulting in better use of indigenous potential,

— the combination of and links between economic
sectors which are traditionally separate,

— original forms of organisation and involvement of
the local population in the decision-making
process and in implementing the project.

It should be noted that the pilot aspect may under no
circumstances be restricted to the Leader method,
even in areas not previously covered by the initiative.

It must demonstrate the transferability of the
proposed methods. The promoters of the project
must make what they learn about methodology and
the results they achieve available to the network.

It must demonstrate that it complements the inter-
ventions made under the mainstream programmes
in the area concerned.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Action 2: Support for cooperation between rural
territories

This action is intended to encourage and support coop-
eration between rural territories:

(a) in the same Member State (interterritorial coop-
eration);

(b) in several Member States (transnational cooperation).

Such cooperation must demonstrate genuine added value
for the territories concerned.

It may have two aims, which are often complementary:

— achieving the critical mass necessary for a joint
project to be viable,

— encouraging complementary actions.

Cooperation will consist in pooling the know-how
and/or human and financial resources dispersed across
each of the territories concerned. Such actions will be
based on the thematic guidelines clearly defined by the
LAGs in their development plans.

The cooperation should not consist simply of exchanges
of experience but must include the implementation of a
joint project if possible supported by a common
structure.

Funding will be granted under this action for the joint
project and for upstream expenditure on technical
assistance for cooperation.

This action of Leader+ will apply to rural territories
selected under action 1 of the initiative. It will be imple-
mented under the responsibility of a coordinator LAG.
The following specific provisions will apply:

— Interterritorial cooperation

In the context of interterritorial cooperation within
the same Member State, in addition to territories
selected under Leader+, cooperation may in future
also be opened up to areas selected under Leader I
and II or to other rural areas organised according to
the Leader approach and recognised by the Member
State. With the exception of operations relating to a
very precise theme the implementation of which
requires a larger area than that of the LAGs
concerned, only operations concerning territories
selected under Leader+ will be eligible for
Community cofinancing. However, expenditure on
animation will be eligible in all the areas concerned.

19.

20.

21.

22.

— Transnational cooperation

Transnational cooperation will apply to LAGs
belonging to at least two Member States.

However, where a territory selected under Leader+
enters into a cooperation project under the terms
of this action with an area outside the Community
organised according to the Leader approach,
associated expenditure relating to the Leader+ area
will be eligible.

Action 3: Networking

The exchange of achievements, experiences and
know-how between all interested parties in the
Community was a priority of Leader I, and will
continue to be so under Leader+.

The networking of all rural areas, whether or not bene-
ficiaries under the initiative and of all organisations and
administrations involved in territorial development, such
as the rural information and promotion carrefours, will
receive support with a view not only to the exchange
and transfer of experiences but also:

— to stimulating and achieving cooperation between
territories, and

— to providing information and drawing lessons
concerning territorial rural development.

Active participation in the network will be mandatory
for Leadert beneficiaries. This will mean making
available all necessary information on actions already
undertaken or under way and the results achieved,
together with participation in the different activities.

Other network participants who are involved in terri-
torial initiatives but who are not LAGs will also be
invited to make their experience, know-how and details
of their projects available to the network.

Each Member State will propose the steps required in
order to put in place the structure necessary for orga-
nising the network.

The Commission recommends that the following
activities be performed by the network organisation unit:

— collecting, analysing and disseminating information at
national level on good practice which is transferable,



C 139/10

Official Journal of the European Communities

18.5.2000

23.

24.

— organising the network,

— organising exchanges of experiences and know-how,
in particular for less-advanced territories which could
benefit from the knowledge gained by more
experienced LAGs,

— providing technical assistance for local and trans-
national cooperation.

An ‘Observatory of rural areas’ led by the Commission
will be responsible for organising the network at
Community level.

The aims of the Observatory will be:

— gathering, processing and disseminating information
on Community measures to stimulate rural devel-
opment,

— collecting, consolidating and disseminating at
Community level good practice in local development
in rural areas,

— providing information for rural actors on major
trends in the situation of rural areas within the
Community and in third countries,

— serving as a meeting point at Community level for
beneficiaries under the initiative and stimulating
transnational cooperation,

— providing assistance for national and regional admin-
istrations in order to facilitate the exchange of
expertise,

— assisting national administrations in their coor-
dinating role and in putting beneficiaries under the
initiative in contact with one another in the interests
of cooperation,

— preparing reports on the implementation and
progress of Leadert+ at Community level,

— examining the lessons of Leader+ and the impli-
cations for rural policy.

III. IMPLEMENTATION

Preparation and presentation of proposals for programmes
under Leader+

On the basis of the indicative financial allocations by
Member State, decided by the Commission and
communicated to the Member States, the Member
States will submit to the Commission their proposals
for programmes under the Leader+ initiative.

The programmes will be drawn up by the competent
authorities designated by the Member State at the
geographical level deemed to be the most appropriate,
on the basis of considerations such as their adminis-

25.

26.

27.

trative  structure and the
management systems.

implementation  and

In order to implement these programmes the Member
States may opt for operational programmes or global
grants.

The most representative partners at national, regional
and local level will first be consulted in accordance
with Article 8(1) and (2) of the general Regulation.

The content of the programmes will be similar to that of
the single programming document described in Article
19(3) of the general Regulation; their structure is set out
in the Annex to this notice.

Context and strategy for implementation, selection procedures,
financing

The programme submitted must clearly show the
strengths, weaknesses and potential of the area in
which the programme is to apply, the specific objectives
for the implementation of Leader+ and their relation to
other rural development policies implemented or to be
implemented in the Member State or region concerned,
the proposed strategy for achieving these objectives, the
coherency and added value of the proposed measures
and their impact on the environment. The objectives
for each action, the themes to be included under
action 1, a list and description of the measures for
implementing each action and the expected impact
must all be indicated.

This analysis must be consistent with the results of the ex
ante evaluation of the programme, carried out in
accordance with Article 41(2) of the general Regulation.
The ex ante evaluation will be an integral part of the
programme.

The selection criteria and procedures must be clearly
defined and ensure genuine competition between the
local action groups (LAGs).

When submitting its programme the Member State will
inform the Commission of the number of LAGs it
intends to select. It may opt for a national or regional
selection. In either case, the procedures must be trans-
parent and guarantee satisfactory competition between
the LAGs.

The Member State may organise more than one call for
proposals, especially where Leader+ is open to new areas,
in which case longer time limits could be granted. Such
cases must be properly described and justified. In all
cases territories applying under action 1 must be
selected no later than two years after the selection
criteria have been approved.



18.5.2000

Official Journal of the European Communities

C 139/11

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Member States will describe in their programme
proposals the method chosen for selecting transnational
and interterritorial cooperation projects. The provisions
proposed must ensure that the LAGs have regular and
progressive access to these forms of cooperation. They
must also ensure that appropriate programming and
financing conditions are in place to guarantee the
effective implementation of this action within the time
limits to be fixed in partnership with the Commission.

An indicative financing plan by priority, by year and by
source of financing will be drawn up in accordance with
Articles 28 and 29 of the general Regulation. The three
actions will be considered as priorities, to which a fourth
priority will be added for the purpose of financing
programme management, monitoring and evaluation
costs. The percentage of financing allocated for actions
under this fourth priority must be indicated.

Management, control, monitoring and evaluation

The provisions of the general Regulation and in
particular Title III and Title IV Chapters I, II and III
thereof, apply. Their application must be specified in
the programme and must satisfy the criteria set out in
this notice.

The systems for implementing and managing the
initiative's various actions must aim for simplification,
without prejudicing the principle of sound and
rigorous management.

In the case of financial management in particular, the
programme will clearly describe the management
arrangements and the procedures for the mobilisation
and circulation of financial flows, including the main
stages of Community funding, as far as the final bene-
ficiary. The ex ante evaluation must confirm that the
implementing arrangements are appropriate.

The presentation of the arrangements for controls must
describe, in addition to the normal procedures that apply
to all expenditure, the specific provisions, methods, rules
and procedures that will ensure the control of the
programme in question.

Monitoring will be undertaken at the level of:

— the LAGs,

— the national/regional programmes.

Use will be made of financial and physical indicators to
be defined in the programming. These indicators must
allow the progress of the programmes to be monitored

34.

35.

36.

as regards their financial execution, physical progress and
impact.

Transmission of the results to the European Observatory
and their consolidation will contribue to the initiative's
monitoring at Community level.

In accordance with Article 35 of the general regulation, a
monitoring committee will be established for each
programme under the initiative; its composition and
role must be defined.

A steering committee chaired by the Commission and
comprising representatives of the administrations and
the national and regional networks will be set up. It
will meet at least once a year to discuss progress in
the implementation of the initiative. It will constitute
the body for monitoring action 2 (cooperation) at
Community level.

The relevant provisions on evaluation in the general
Regulation and the guidelines for evaluating rural devel-
opment, will apply, where appropriate, to Leader+.

In view of the specific characteristics of Leader, the
evaluation exercise, while drawing on pyhsical and
financial indicators, will also be supplemented by
specific indicators relating in particular to the integrated
territorial approach, the pilot nature of the actions, the
operation of the partnership, the organisation and role of
the participating administrative structures, networking
and the environmental impact.

Approval of assistance

The Commission will approve the Leader+ Community
initiative programmes within not more than five
months of receipt of the application for assistance and
will decide on the contribution from the EAGGF
Guidance Section in accordance with Article 28 of the
general Regulation.

Where the Member State selects the operational
programme as the form of assistance, three months
after approval of the programme a programme
complement as defined in Article 9(m) of the general
Regulation must be submitted to the Commission, for
information. Its content shall be as set out in Article
18(3) of the general Regulation.

The Commission approves of the use of global grants in
accordance with Articles 9(i) and 27 of the general Regu-
lation.

Measures eligible for a Community contribution

All measures eligible for funding under the EAGGF
Guidance Section, the ERDF and the ESF are eligible for
Community co-financing.
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37. Leader+ is primarly intended to support pilot strategies to The total contribution of the EAGGF Guidande Section

38.

39.

40.

develop the indigenous potential of rural areas. Because
of this with the exception of small-scale actions to be
identified in partnership, investment in infrastructure is
not eligible under this initiative nor is productive
investment whose unit volume is higher than a ceiling
to be set in partnership.

Expenditure on acquisition of skills as defined in Leader II
(i.e. expenditure on publicity and/or studies prior to the
launch of area development plans by the LAGs) will be a
measure eligible under Action 1 provided that it concerns
new territories where the Leader methodology was never
previously applied.

Expenditure on participating in network(s), on animation,
information, managing, monitoring and evaluating the
programme are all eligible for Community co-financing.
Such expenditure shall be proposed when the programme
is submitted. However, the Community contribution to
the cost of evaluation in the Member States will be
limited to those evaluations which, by their scope and
quality (as assessed using the relevant Commission
guidelines), are effective in helping to evaluate Leader+
at Community level.

In leading the European Observatory the Commission
will be assisted by outside contractors selected on the
basis of an open invitation to tender, to be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities. An
indicative amount of no more than 2% of the total
EAGGF Guidance Section contribution to Leader+ will
be reserved for this purpose. These activities, undertaken
at the initiative of the Commission, shall be financed at a
rate of 100 % of the total cost.

IV. COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION TO THE FINANCING OF

41.

LEADER+

The Leader+ initiative will be jointly financed by the
Member States and the Community.

42.

for the period 2000 to 2006 will be EUR 2 020 million
at 1999 prices. In accordance with Article 7(7) of the
general Regulation, the EAGGF Guidance Section
contribution to each programme shall be indexed at
2% a year up to 2003 and shall be decided at 2003
prices for the years 2004 to 2006. By 31 December
2003, the Commission shall determine the rate of
indexation applicable for 2004 to 2006.

The provisions on the rates of Community contribution
as laid down in Article 29 of the general Regulation will
apply. In particular, the EAGGF Guidance Section
contribution will be a maximum of 75 % of the total
eligible cost in the regions covered by Objective 1 and
a maximum of 50 % in other areas.

V. TIMING

The Commission calls on Member States to present their
proposals for programmes under the Leader+ initiative
within six months of the publication of this notice in
the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Member States should send their funding applications and
any other correspondance related to this notice to:

The Director-General
Directorate-General for Agriculture
European Commission

Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat 200
B-1049 Brussels.

Done at Brussels, 14 April 2000.
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ANNEX

STRUCTURE OF A PROPOSAL FOR A PROGRAMME UNDER THE LEADER+ COMMUNITY INITIATIVE

10.

11.

12.

13.

. Definition of the area in which the initiative will apply; criteria used.
. Analysis of the situation in the area(s) in question.
. Ex ante evaluation in accordance with Article 41(2) of the general Regulation.

. The objectives sought by implementation of the initiative; the strategy to achieve them; links with other rural

development programmes.

. For each action: objectives; priority theme(s) for action 1; summary description of the measures be to implemented,

including the information necessary to check the conformity of the three actions under the initiative with State aid
rules; impact.

. Financial plan for each priority by year and by source of funding. Indication, if appropriate, of the Community

financing foreseen in Objective 1 and 2 areas. The annual participation of the Funds must remain compatible with
the financial perspectives.

. Criteria for the selection of LAGs, procedures and timing.

. Arrangements for informing potential beneficiaries and, as part of the implementation, arrangements for informing

the general public.

. Provisions and the competent authorities designated by the Member State for the implementation, management,

including financial management, and monitoring of:

— territorial development strategies,

— cooperation,

— the operation of the networks and their links to the European Observatory.
Administrative provisions, detailed rules and procedures for the control of interventions.
Provisions for evaluation.

A report on the measures undertaken to consult the partners on the programme and the provisions introduced for
their consultation and participation in the monitoring committee.

Compatibility of the intervention with other Community policies.
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Prior notification of a concentration
(Case COMP/M.1989 — Winterthur/Colonial)
(2000/C 139/06)

(Text with EEA relevance)

1. On 11 May 2000, the Commission received notification of a proposed concentration pursuant to
Article 4 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 4064/89 ('), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 1310/97 (3),
by which the undertaking Winterthur Life UK Holdings Limited (belonging to the Credit Suisse Group)
acquires within the meaning of Article 3(1)(b) of the Council Regulation control of the whole of Colonial
(UK) plc from Colonial International Holdings Pty. Limited by way of purchase of shares.

2. The business activities of the undertakings concerned are:

— Winterthur Life UK Holdings Limited: long-term insurance business and ancillary activities, This
includes life assurance, pensions, savings and investment products (including mortgage plans; savings
plans and investment bonds)

— Colonial UK plc: life assurance, pensions and savings products.

3. On preliminary examination, the Commission finds that the notified concentration could fall within
the scope of Regulation (EEC) No 4064/89. However, the final decision on this point is reserved.

4. The Commission invites interested third parties to submit their possible observations on the
proposed operation.

Observations must reach the Commission not later than 10 days following the date of this publication.
Observations can be sent by fax (No (32-2) 296 4301 or 296 72 44) or by post, under reference
COMP/M.1989 — Winterthur/Colonial, to:

European Commission,

Directorate-General for Competition,
Directorate B — Merger Task Force,
Avenue de Cortenberg/Kortenberglaan 150,
B-1040 Brussels.

(") OJ L 395, 30.12.1989, p. 1; corrigendum: OJ L 257, 21.9.1990, p. 13.
() OJ L 180, 9.7.1997, p. 1; corrigendum: O] L 40, 13.2.1998, p. 17.
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Non-opposition to a notified concentration
(Case COMP/M.1760 — Mannesmann/Orange)
(2000/C 139/07)

(Text with EEA relevance)

On 20 December 1999, the Commission decided not to oppose the above notified concentration and to
declare it compatible with the common market. This decision is based on Article 6(1)(b) of Council
Regulation (EEC) No 4064/89. The full text of the decision is only available in English and will be
made public after it is cleared of any business secrets it may contain. It will be available:

— as a paper version through the sales offices of the Office for Official Publications of the European
Communities (see list on the last page),

— in electronic form in the ‘CEN’ version of the CELEX database, under document number 300M1760.
CELEX is the computerised documentation system of European Community law; for more information
concerning subscriptions please contact:

EUR-OP,

Information, Marketing and Public Relations (OP/4B),
2, rue Mercier,

L-2985 Luxembourg.

Tel. (352) 29 29-42455, fax (352) 29 29-42763.
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CORRIGENDA

Corrigendum to call for proposals for indirect RTD actions under the specific programme for research, tech-
nological development and demonstration on ‘Improving the human research potential and the socioeconomic
knowledge base’

Marie Curie Industry Host Fellowships
Call identifier: IHP-MCHI-00-1
(Official Journal of the European Communities C 42 of 15 February 2000)

(2000/C 139/08)

In item 5 of the call for proposals for indirect RTD actions under the specific programme for research, technological
development and demonstration on ‘Improving the human research potential and the socioeconomic knowledge base’
2000/C 42/05 published in O] C 42 of 15 February 2000, p. 6, the deadline for submission of proposals for the Marie
Curie Industry Host Fellowships is postponed until 3 October 2000.
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