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II 

(Information) 

INFORMATION FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES 

COMMISSION 

Authorisation for State aid pursuant to Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty 

Cases where the Commission raises no objections 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

(2009/C 116/01) 

Date of adoption of the decision 7.4.2009 

Reference number of Stade Aid N 408/08 

Member State Germany 

Region Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Technologiefonds Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

Legal basis Landeshaushaltsordnung Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Beteiligungsgrund
sätze des Technologiefonds Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Research and development, Risk capital, Innovation 

Form of aid Direct grant, Provision of risk capital, Other forms of equity intervention 

Budget Overall budget: EUR 6 million 

Intensity 100 % 

Duration (period) 1.1.2009-31.12.2016 

Economic sectors All sectors 

Name and address of the granting authority Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Arbeit und Tourismus 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
1048 Schwerin 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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Date of adoption of the decision 9.3.2009 

Reference number of Stade Aid N 452/08 

Member State Germany 

Region Rheinland-Pfalz 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Innotop Rheinland Pfalz, R&D&I Scheme 

Legal basis Landeshaushaltsordnung Rheinland-Pfalz vom 20. Dezember 1971 
(GVBl. 1972 S. 2 ff.), zuletzt geändert durch Euro-Anpassungsgesetz 
Rheinland-Pfalz vom 6. Februar 2001 (GVBlö. S. 29 ff.); Verwaltungs
vorschrift zum Vollzug der Landeshaushaltsordnung vom 20. Dezember 
2002. 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Research and development 

Form of aid Direct grant 

Budget Annual budget: EUR 10 million 
Overall budget: EUR 70 million 

Intensity 80 % 

Duration (period) 1.1.2009-31.12.2015 

Economic sectors — 

Name and address of the granting authority Investitions- und Strukturbank Rheinland-Pfalz (ISB) GmbH 
Holzhof str. 4 
55116 Mainz 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Date of adoption of the decision 8.4.2009 

Reference number of Stade Aid N 540/08 

Member State Hungary 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Kulturális támogatáási program az EGT és Norvég Finanszírozási 
Mechaniszmusok Keretében 

Legal basis 201/2005. (IX. 27.) Kormányrendelet 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Culture 

Form of aid Direct grant 

Budget Overall budget: HUF 14 140 million
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Intensity 100 % 

Duration (period) 1.1.2004-30.4.2009 

Economic sectors Recreational, cultural sporting activities 

Name and address of the granting authority Nemzeti Fejlesztési Ügynökség 
Wesselényi u. 20-22. 
1077 Budapest 
MAGYARORSZÁG/HUNGARY 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Date of adoption of the decision 1.4.2009 

Reference number of Stade Aid N 627/08 

Member State Germany 

Region Brandenburg 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Frühphasenfonds Brandenburg für junge innovative Unternehmen 

Legal basis Landeshaushaltsordnung Rheinland-Pfalz vom 20. Dezember 1971, 
zuletzt geändert durch Euro-Anpassungsgesetz Rheinland-Pfalz vom 
6. Februar 2001 und Verwaltungsvorschrift zum Vollzug der Lande
shaushaltsordnung vom 20. Dezember 2002. 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Research and development, Innovation, Risk capital 

Form of aid Provision of risk capital, Soft loan, Other forms of equity intervention 

Budget Overall budget: EUR 20 million 

Intensity — 

Duration (period) 1.1.2009-31.12.2015 

Economic sectors All sectors 

Name and address of the granting authority Frühphasenfonds-Gesellschaft 
Steinstraße 104-106 
14480 Berlin 
DETSCHLAND 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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Authorisation for State aid pursuant to Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty 

Cases where the Commission raises no objections 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

(2009/C 116/02) 

Date of adoption of the decision 22.4.2009 

Reference number of the aid N 139/09 

Member State Latvia 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Procedure for Issuing and Supervision of Guarantees in Order to 
Minimize the General Economic Risk and Social and Economic Crisis 

Legal basis Government Regulation ‘Procedure for Issuing and Supervision of Guar
antees in Order to Minimize the General Economic Risk and Social and 
Economic Crisis’ 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Aid to remedy serious disturbances in the economy 

Form of aid Guarantee 

Budget Overall budget: LVL 250 million 

Intensity — 

Duration until 31.12.2009 

Economic sectors All sectors 

Name and address of the granting authority Finanšu Ministrija Smilsu 1 
Riga, LV-1919 
LATVIJA 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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Authorisation for State aid pursuant to Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty 

Cases where the Commission raises no objections 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

(2009/C 116/03) 

Date of adoption of the decision 28.1.2009 

Reference number of State Aid N 29/09 

Member State France 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Modification du dispositif de renforcement des fonds propres des 
banques 

Legal basis Article 6, III de la loi n o 2008-1061 du 16 octobre 2008 de finances 
rectificative pour le financement de l'économie 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Aid to remedy serious disturbances in the economy 

Form of aid Other forms of equity intervention 

Budget EUR 21 500 million 

Intensity — 

Duration (period) 4.12.2008-4.6.2009 

Economic sectors Financial intermediation 

Name and address of the granting authority Société de prise de participation de l'Etat 
FRANCE 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN CO-OPERATION 
FOR ACCREDITATION AND THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, THE EUROPEAN FREE TRADE 

ASSOCIATION AND THE COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITIES 

(2009/C 116/04) 

1. GENERAL 

The Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council setting out the requirements for accred
itation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of 
products (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Regulation on accred
itation’) enshrines the Community policy in the area of 
accreditation. It introduces a comprehensive legal framework 
for accreditation which lays down at Community level the prin
ciples for its operation and organisation. It imposes obligations 
on national accreditation bodies, Member States and the 
European Commission and sets out the respective responsi
bilities as well as the co-ordinating role of the European 
co-operation for Accreditation (EA). 

The present guidelines embody the policy commitment of EA, 
of the European Commission, of the European Free trade Asso
ciation (EFTA) and of the competent national authorities. They 
are intended to widen and strengthen the co-operation in order 
to reflect the developments in policy and legislation, such as the 
adoption of the Regulation on accreditation, and to stabilise the 
position of accreditation, accreditation bodies in EU and EFTA 
Member States and EA with the view to prepare a successful 
implementation of the said Regulation. The present guidelines 
do not in any way introduce legal or financial obligations or 
conditions. These are set out in Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 
and in the Framework partnership agreement between the 
European Commission and EA. 

These guidelines should make possible a smooth transition to 
the new environment which is to be created following the 
adoption of the Regulation on accreditation. Its adoption was 
triggered by the lack of a common legal basis for accreditation, 
leading to different approaches and differing systems causing an 
uneven level of rigour throughout EU/EFTA Member States. The 
proposal, the adoption of which was also encouraged by 
Council Resolution of 10 November 2003 on the Communi
cation of the European Commission ‘Enhancing the Implemen
tation of the New Approach Directives’, should result in the 
development of a comprehensive framework for accreditation 
ensuring increasing coherence, transparency and co-operation of 
accreditation services within the EU and EFTA. 

The European co-operation for Accreditation (EA) on one side 
and the European Commission, the European Free Trade Asso
ciation (EFTA) and the competent national authorities on the 
other side, confirm that accreditation is an independent and 
authoritative attestation, delivered by accreditation bodies, of 
the competence, impartiality and professional integrity of 
conformity assessment bodies (CABs) and, therefore, of the 
value and credibility of the testing and inspection reports, cali
bration certificates, management system, product and personnel 
certificates and other attestations issued according to 
harmonized standards. 

EA, the European Commission, EFTA and the competent 
national authorities acknowledge that accreditation serves as a 
credential for bodies operating at the conformity assessment 
level and is therefore a means of building confidence for their 
users. It thereby contributes to strengthening mutual confidence 
between Member States in the competence of conformity 
assessment bodies and consequently in the attestations of 
conformity issued by them. Accreditation ensures that bodies 
involved in conformity assessment activities possess the required 
competences and is thus fundamental for achieving a more 
consistent level of performance. 

EA, the European Commission, EFTA and the competent 
national authorities recognise that accreditation has an effect 
on a number of areas of public concern, such as health and 
safety, the environment, the competitiveness of industry and 
others. It contributes to the safety of the market place and 
thus ensures confidence of users in the European market 
place which is crucial for the proper functioning of the 
Internal Market. Accreditation has been used as a tool for recog
nition of technical competence in various areas: environmental 
management systems, eco-management and audit schemes 
(EMAS) and testing in food analysis are among the examples. 
Accreditation can play an important role in public policy and 
can serve as a vital tool to support legislation and in particular 
to support the process of notification of conformity assessment 
bodies in the Member States in the frame of EU New Approach 
Directives. Accreditation thereby provides the means to ensure 
that all notified bodies operate to the same standards. 

EA, the European Commission, EFTA and the competent 
national authorities acknowledge that in order for accreditation 
to have added value as an authoritative level of control, it needs 
to be performed as a public authority activity, to be carried out 
in full compliance with the applicable, evolving technical 
requirements, in conditions of independence and accountability 
towards all the interested parties, with no single interest predo
minating, free from commercial pressure and without compe
tition between accreditation bodies and conformity assessment 
bodies as well as among accreditation bodies themselves, both 
in the regulated and non-regulated (market driven) areas for 
conformity assessment. 

EA, the European Commission, EFTA and competent national 
authorities recognise that the effectiveness of accreditation 
services in the conformity assessment field is correlated to the 
consistency of the European accreditation model regardless the 
policy area. The model shall be built on common principles and 
implemented uniformly across the EEA through harmonised 
technical criteria specifically adapted to the policy sector and 
instrument.
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These guidelines aim at building on the relations established 
under the Memorandum of Understanding concerning co- 
operation between the Commission of the European Commu
nities and the European co-operation for Accreditation in the 
field of conformity assessment signed in 1999 as well as the 
Cooperation Arrangement between the Joint Research Centre, 
which is a Directorate General of the European Commission, 
and the European Co-operation for Accreditation concerning 
the demonstration of reliability and comparability of chemical 
measurements signed in 2005. 

Since the situation regarding accreditation has evolved over the 
passed years, EA, the European Commission, EFTA and the 
competent national authorities agree that these guidelines 
should constitute an update in relation to the abovementioned 
existing cooperation documents in order to take account of this 
evolution. 

2. THE EVOLUTION OF EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION 

EA, the European Commission and EFTA consider that these 
guidelines should take into consideration the following 
elements: 

— accreditation is by its nature a public authority activity. This 
very nature has been substantiated by various kinds of links 
to the national Governments without changing, however, 
the basic public authority character and responsibility of 
accreditation. Over the last years it has become evident 
that it is necessary to strengthen the public authority 
aspect of accreditation and consolidate the position of ac
creditation bodies in EU/EFTA Member States and their 
relationship with the relevant national authorities, 

— the public authority relationship at the national level is 
established by different legal solutions in the case of each 
accreditation body. The regimes are different as are the 
degrees of responsibility and the extent of the mandates 
received. Nowadays it is clear that accreditation bodies 
should enjoy a status whereby they can be considered to 
exercise public authority, 

— since the 1970s when accreditation started to be used by 
national authorities in order to put in place the means of 
measuring the competence of conformity assessment bodies, 
different approaches and differing systems developed 
throughout Europe and worldwide. The first initiative to 
bring the different accreditation services closer at regional 
and international level was the establishment, in 1976, of 
WECC — Western European Calibration Cooperation, 
followed by the creation of the International Laboratory 
Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) in 1977. WELAC — 
Western European Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation 
was then established in 1987. WECC and WELAC merged 
in 1994 to form the European co-operation for Accred
itation of Laboratories (EAL). Meanwhile, in 1991, the 
European Accreditation of Certification (EAC) was formed. 

At the international level the International Accreditation 
Forum (IAF) in the certification area covering accreditation 
of certification and inspection bodies was also established. 
In 1997 EAL and EAC merged to create EA, which was later 
on in 2000 established as a legal entity. EA is registered 
under Dutch law as a not-for-profit association which 
gathers national accreditation bodies acting with public 
authority in the field of accreditation of all conformity 
assessment activities, 

— cooperation at European (and international) level between 
accreditation bodies — aiming at harmonising accreditation 
rules, procedures and practices to promote and facilitate free 
global trade — needs to be accompanied and supported by 
a favourable legislative environment. The said Memorandum 
of Understanding constituted the first public recognition of 
EA, 

— with the EEA Agreement, the EFTA States party to the 
Agreement committed themselves to participating in the 
Single Market, with the same rights and obligations as the 
EU Member States. Since the proposed Regulation on ac
creditation is to be a text of EEA relevance, it should create 
the same legal basis for the use of accreditation in the EFTA 
EEA States as in the EU, 

— accreditation policy consistent with these guidelines and the 
development of quality infrastructure should be of primary 
importance in Turkey as an intrinsic aspect of the customs 
union between EU and Turkey and its proper functioning. 

Given the facts outlined above, EA, the European Commission, 
EFTA and competent national authorities wish to confirm their 
mutual understanding on a number of policy objectives and the 
role of accreditation in that context, on the principles of their 
relationship and cooperation, and on their present intentions 
for the attainment of these objectives. 

3. COMMON POLICY OBJECTIVES 

EA, the European Commission, EFTA and the competent 
national authorities have a common understanding that accred
itation plays an important role for the internal market and the 
quality of life of European citizens and that it constitutes an 
important instrument in support of European policy and legis
lation reflecting public interest, notably in the implementation 
of Community harmonisation legislation. European accred
itation policy objectives are, therefore, as follows: 

— to play a role in the proper functioning of the internal 
market, facilitating the free movement of goods and 
services by ensuring their ability of meeting the needs of 
the European economy and society taking into account all 
economic, social, environmental and other public interest 
aspects and in particular allowing for a high level of 
protection of health, safety, the environment and 
consumers,
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— to contribute to the elimination of technical trade barriers 
by creating confidence in the accredited conformity 
assessment services and in the corresponding results, thus 
eliminating the need for multiple accreditations and multiple 
assessments for products, systems or services in every 
country where such products and services are marketed 
and, in this way, contributing to the competitiveness of 
the European economy, 

— to disseminate and promote the European model of accred
itation based on the principles that accreditation bodies act 
with public authority and that accreditation is carried out 
free from commercial motivation and in avoidance of 
competition, both between accreditation bodies and the 
conformity assessment bodies and also among accreditation 
bodies themselves, 

— to maintain the role of accreditation as the central pillar of 
transparency and trust that public authorities and the 
market place can have in conformity assessment bodies 
whether operating in the regulated or the non-regulated 
area, 

— to serve as the last and authoritative level of control of 
conformity assessment activities with regard to technical 
competence and professional integrity of conformity 
assessment bodies, in order to create mutual confidence, 

— to be flexible in adaptation and responsive to the needs of 
the market as well as to the needs of national public auth
orities and to serve in this respect as an essential tool for 
backing up decisions of national public authorities, namely 
where accreditation is used in support of Community legis
lation, such as for a justified choice of conformity 
assessment bodies to be notified as capable to carry out 
tasks under the Community legislation, 

— to further enhance a more substantial and equal degree of 
rigour of the accreditation services within EU/EFTA Member 
States through the development of a comprehensive 
framework for accreditation with the aim of increasing 
coherence, equivalence, transparency and co-operation of 
accreditation services, in both the regulated and the non- 
regulated area, taking into account the freedom of operators 
in the voluntary area to use them, 

— to promote output focussed, quality driven and harmonised 
performance of accreditation bodies duly taking into 
account both system enablers and system results, ensured 
by a robust, effective and well-functioning system of peer 
evaluation between those bodies, with sound and trans
parent evaluation criteria and procedures, 

— to continuously develop and increase the pertinent 
knowledge, competence and means that accreditation 

bodies possess in order to be able to properly assess the 
competence of a conformity assessment body by deter
mining its technological knowledge and expertise and its 
capability to carry out assessment in accordance with the 
applicable requirements, both sector specific and legislative 
instrument oriented, 

— to encourage accredited conformity assessment bodies to 
continuously develop and increase their pertinent 
knowledge, competence and means in order to be able to 
provide trustworthy and recognized conformity assessment 
services, 

— to support a high level of quality for all conformity 
assessment activities whether they are undertaken in the 
implementation of legislation or not and to enforce trans
parency in pursuit of these activities. For that purpose, 
involvement of relevant stakeholders into the development 
of accreditation policy is essential in order to ensure overall 
acceptance and a coherent approach, 

— to promote, in close cooperation with EU/EFTA Member 
States national public authorities, the use of accreditation 
in new sectors and fields of activity where the potential of 
accreditation has not yet been fully exploited, in particular 
in the regulated areas, 

— to contribute to the development of accreditation at inter
national level, especially with the view of strengthening the 
public interest aspects of accreditation and promoting 
mutual acceptance and recognition of accreditation certi
ficates and corresponding conformity assessment results 
worldwide, 

— to promote mutual recognition of testing and inspection 
reports, certificates and other attestations issued by 
conformity assessment bodies accredited in an EU/EFTA 
Member State so as they can offer their services throughout 
Europe and worldwide without any unjustified restrictions 
to their activities, 

— to provide candidate countries, potential candidate countries 
and neighbouring countries with a major tool for rein
forcing the adaptation of their economies to the 
Community market and to promote technical cooperation, 
assistance and Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) with 
third countries, 

— to promote research and development reflecting the rapid 
development of technologies and industrial and service 
processes, in all areas of conformity assessment, and 
fostering the use of inter-comparison activities and profi
ciency testing providing an effective indication of the 
quality of the outputs of the accredited conformity 
assessment activities.
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4. PRINCIPLES OF RELATIONSHIP AND COOPERATION 

In order to attain these objectives, EA, the European 
Commission, EFTA and the competent national authorities 
have a common understanding that: 

— relations between EA and the public authorities at a 
European level, as well as with the national public auth
orities, should be based on the acknowledgement of the 
common objectives set out in detail in section 3 above, 
bearing in mind their distinct responsibilities and compe
tencies. They emphasise that a permanent, open and trans
parent dialogue between them is a fundamental basis for 
cooperation, 

— the national member bodies of EA have a vital role in the 
cooperation between EA, the European Commission, EFTA 
and competent national authorities Member States. Cooper
ation between all the relevant bodies and common under
standing of the objectives set out in section 3 above is 
essential for these guidelines to be successful, 

— the internal rules of EA should ensure that, whether in the 
regulated and the non-regulated area, stakeholders in accred
itation are adequately represented, so that the broadest 
possible range of views is taken into account in drawing 
up accreditation guidelines and other documents and that 
the procedures are open and transparent, 

— coherence and uniformity, both at European and national 
level, should be ensured in the development and implemen
tation of accreditation policy, based on the establishment of 
the effective communication channels and the commitment 
to actively exchange information, 

— it is essential that effort is made to respond readily and 
appropriately to differing market needs in different sectors 
and to the needs of national public authorities whose 
recourse to accreditation is expected to the utmost 
possible level, in particular in support of Community legis
lation. 

5. IMPLEMENTATION 

Against the background of the previous sections, the EA expects 
the European Commission, EFTA and the competent national 
authorities to: 

— maintain a transparent legal and political framework for 
accreditation as a tool to develop trust and confidence in 
conformity assessment and mutual recognition in the corre
sponding results, 

— make use of accreditation where it is appropriate in support 
of the implementation of Community legislation and 
policies, and promote recourse to it for those purposes, 

— promote, in its international relations, the European model 
of accreditation based on the principles that accreditation 
bodies act with public authority and that accreditation is 
carried out free from commercial motivation and in 
avoidance of competition, 

— consult and cooperate with EA on, and involve EA in, 
technical matters related to the uniform implementation 
and operation of Community legislation and policy in the 
field of conformity assessment and to accreditation, in 
particular in view of promoting a harmonised, consistent 
and credible application of relevant standards in relation 
to Community policy and legislation, 

— call upon EA to answer technical issues or provide necessary 
expertise on an ad hoc basis in developing specific 
arrangements to support Community initiatives, 

— ensure the possibility of effective contribution of EA to 
different sectoral working groups responsible for the devel
opment and implementation of Community legislation in 
relation to accreditation and to call upon EA to develop 
and revise sectoral accreditation schemes which have to 
meet specific detailed technology or health and safety or 
environment related requirements in areas covered by 
Community legislation, 

— make accessible to EA — when appropriate — the 
competence available at the Joint Research Centre, in 
particular at its Institute for Reference Materials and 
Measurements (IRMM) with respect to improving the 
quality of conformity assessment results, 

— consider systematically recourse to EA in their international 
discussions with third countries or international organis
ations as well as in the implementation of third country 
trade agreements, when issues relating to the conformity 
assessment, quality, competence of conformity assessment 
bodies and accreditation are in question, 

— seek, where appropriate, the advice and active cooperation 
of EA in the establishment and implementation of European 
programmes of technical assistance to, and cooperation 
with, third countries in the fields of accreditation and 
conformity assessment, 

— facilitate, to the extent possible, a coordinated approach 
towards accreditation between EA and its member bodies 
and relevant national public authorities, in particular for the 
support of the implementation of Community legislation,
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— promote the dissemination of knowledge about accred
itation and its potential within its services, 

— support EA in its role in promoting the European model of 
accreditation in international accreditation fora such as ILAC 
and IAF and in other regional accreditation co-operations, 

— support EA in the efforts being undertaken in increasing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of its operation, by being a 
continually improving and ever more professional organis
ation. 

For their part, the European Commission, EFTA and competent 
national authorities expect EA to: 

— continue to serve as a co-operative network of European 
national accreditation bodies for the furtherance of 
equivalence, transparency, consistency and efficiency of 
accreditation operated throughout the EU/EFTA and beyond, 

— serve the public mission of generating and maintaining 
confidence in conformity assessment bodies and in their 
results and to further a transparent and quality led system 
to evaluate their competence, 

— operate a rigorous, transparent and uniform European peer 
evaluation system and continue to improve the system. 
Assurance should be provided that accreditation bodies 
that have successfully undergone the peer evaluation have 
the necessary technical expertise and capabilities to assess, 
attest and regularly monitor the technical competence of 
conformity assessment bodies, in particular, where 
members of the European accreditation infrastructure 
operate accreditation in support of the implementation of 
Community legislation, 

— ensure that the peer evaluation between its members is 
operated in such a way that the results may be equivalent 
across the EU/EFTA and made public and can be justified on 
the basis of sound and transparent evaluation criteria and 
procedures, including appropriate appeals procedures. Peer 
evaluation should also serve as a benchmarking tool in 
order to stimulate further improvement, 

— put in place an appropriate training system for evaluators to 
ensure reliable, equal and coherent assessments within the 
peer evaluation process, 

— ensure that its member bodies are fully accountable towards 
all interested parties, operate accreditation as a non-profit 
distributing activity, do not provide any activities that 
conformity assessment bodies perform, do not compete 

with other accreditation bodies. Through its members, EA 
should also ensure that unnecessary burdens are not 
imposed on economic operators by conformity assessment 
bodies which they accredit. In addition the conformity 
assessment bodies which they accredit should, in their 
activity, take into account, the diversity of companies, 
their size and the nature of their activities, without 
reducing the necessary level of protection or quality 
required. The necessary requirements relating to confiden
tiality should be also ensured. Similarly, EA member bodies 
are expected to use the necessary technical expertise and 
capabilities to assess and attest the technical competence 
of conformity assessment bodies as well as to regularly 
monitor the accredited bodies. Where this is related to 
bodies operating in support of the implementation of 
Community legislation, necessary coordination with the 
EU/EFTA Member States′ national authorities is to be 
ensured, bearing in mind the separation of responsibilities 
and tasks of EA member bodies from those of other 
national authorities, 

— enable exchange of information on accreditation issues 
relevant in particular to the research and development 
topics. EA should assist the Joint Research Centre — 
IRMM of the European Commission in identification of 
priorities and practical arrangement of pan-European inter- 
laboratory comparisons and training activities. Where 
appropriate, EA is expected to encourage development of 
proficiency testing techniques and supply. Moreover EA 
should cooperate, whenever necessary and appropriate, 
with the Joint Research Centre’s — IRMM in case of 
initiatives aiming at the diffusion of the metrological 
culture and practices through accreditation and accredited 
conformity assessment services, 

— be responsive towards the European Commission and EFTA 
as well as the Member States′ national authorities with 
regard to activities related to Community competencies, 

— to respond readily and appropriately to differing market 
needs in different sectors and the needs of national public 
authorities, in particular as far as the implementation and 
development of Community legislation is concerned. EA 
shall identify and raise awareness for missing tools for 
activities linked to the implementation of Community legis
lation and where possible, participate, on request, in their 
development, 

— take due account of advice and guidance offered by the 
European Commission and EFTA, after consultation with 
the Member States′ national authorities, on policy matters 
related to accreditation, 

— inform the European Commission and EFTA about policies 
and activities under development that are of mutual interest 
and regularly report on EA’s strategic and policy develop
ment,
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— cooperate with stakeholders and parties concerned and 
establish and maintain an appropriate mechanism for 
them to make their views known, 

— ensure openness, transparency, equivalence and competence 
in the operation of its procedures. In particular, the process 
for the preparation of the guidelines should be open to the 
views and contributions of all bodies representing the 
interested parties. Regular provision of information to the 
national authorities and conformity assessment bodies is to 
be guaranteed as well as coherence with the international 
level ensured, wherever appropriate, 

— be committed to the delivery of efficient and high quality 
accreditation that brings added value to the entire 
conformity assessment market. In particular, EA and its 
members are expected to develop and implement appro
priate strategies and procedures for continuous 
improvement in terms of both efficiency and competence, 

— actively participate in the activities of international organis
ations in the field of accreditation and report on these 
activities to the European Commission and EFTA, 

— be committed at European and international level to adjust 
the existing rules for a successful peer evaluation so as to 
open the peer evaluation process to all nationally recognised 
accreditation bodies in all technical fields, independent of 
their size and number of accredited conformity assessment 
bodies, 

— undertake and support actions to improve the visibility of 
European accreditation and promote the European model of 
accreditation, 

— provide encouragement to the progress of accreditation 
bodies in the countries that have applied for EU or EFTA 
membership, in view of their full participation in and 
achieving membership of EA. Grant full membership once 
the appropriate and approved conditions have been met. 
Endeavour to encourage the development of the quality 
infrastructures of those countries, 

— cooperate with the European Commission, EFTA and the 
competent national authorities in the development and im
plementation of Community and EFTA programmes of 
technical assistance and cooperation with third countries.
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Authorisation for State aid pursuant to Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty 

Cases where the Commission raises no objections 

(2009/C 116/05) 

Date of adoption of the decision 13.1.2009 

Reference number of the State aid N 7/08 

Member State Luxembourg 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Aides à des activités de publicité et de promotion en faveur des produits 
agricoles 

Legal basis Loi 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Granting of aid in respect of publicity and promotion activities to 
encourage consumers to buy high quality agricultural products 

Form of aid Direct grant 

Budget EUR 660 000 

Intensity — 

Duration 6 years 

Economic sectors Agriculture 

Name and address of the granting authority Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Viticulture et du Développement rural 
1, rue de la Congrégation 
2913 Luxembourg 
LUXEMBOURG 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Date of adoption of the decision 11.12.2008 

Reference number of the State aid N 454/08 

Member State Germany 

Region Bavaria 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Investitionsbeihilfen für den Zuckersektor 

Legal basis Richtlinie des Bayerischen Staatsministeriums für Landwirtschaft und 
Forsten zur investiven Förderung im Rahmen der Diversifizierungs
beihilfe Zucker, 1.9.2008, Nr. M 4-7613.1-163. 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective To improve the competitiveness of sugar beet production
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Form of aid Direct grant 

Budget EUR 1 million 

Intensity 25 % 

Duration Until 31.12.2009 

Economic sectors Agricultural sector 

Name and address of the granting authority Bayerische Landesanstalt für Landwirtschaft, Abteilung Förderwesen und 
Fachrecht 
Menzinger Str. 54 
80638 München 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Date of adoption of the decision 13.1.2009 

Reference number of the State aid N 491/08 

Member State Germany 

Region Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Beregnungsrichtlinie 

Legal basis Richtlinie zur Förderung mobiler Beregnungsmaschinen und -anlagen 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Investments into agricultural holdings for the purchase of new sprinkler 
irrigation machinery and equipment 

Form of aid Direct grant 

Budget Annual expenditure: EUR 1 million 
Overall budget: EUR 5 million 

Intensity 25 % of eligible costs 

Duration From the approval by the Commission to 31.12.2013 

Economic sectors Agriculture 

Name and address of the granting authority Amt für Landwirtschaft Parchim 
Lübzer Chaussee 12 
19370 Parchim 
DEUTSCHLAND 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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Date of adoption of the decision 10.12.2008 

Reference number of the State aid N 561/08 

Member State France 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Actions conduites par les interprofessions 

Legal basis Code rural, livre sixième, titre III (articles L 631-1 à L 632-13) 
Arrêtés interministériels relatifs à l'extension des accords interprofes
sionnels 
Accords interprofessionnels de financement 

Type of measure Umbrella scheme 

Objective Technical assistance 
Quality products 
Advertising and promotion 
Research and development 

Form of aid Voluntary levies made compulsory 

Budget Annual budget: EUR 250 million (estimated) 

Intensity Variable 

Duration Until 31 December 2013 

Economic sectors Agriculture 

Name and address of the granting authority Various inter-branch organisations 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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Authorisation for State aid pursuant to Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty 

Cases where the Commission raises no objections 

(2009/C 116/06) 

Date of adoption of the decision 30.3.2009 

Reference number of the aid N 6/08 

Member State Luxembourg 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Premier boisement de terres agricoles 

Legal basis Law 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Granting of aid for the first afforestation of agricultural land 

Form of aid Direct grant 

Budget EUR 41 250 

Intensity Up to 41 % 

Duration 4 years 

Economic sectors Agriculture, forestry and fishing 

Name and address of the granting authority Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Viticulture et du Développement rural 
1, rue de la Congrégation 
2913 Luxembourg 
LUXEMBOURG 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Date of adoption of the decision 23.4.2009 

Reference number of the aid N 139/08 

Member State Italy 

Region Trento 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Premi agroambientali 

Legal basis Deliberazione della Giunta Provinciale di Trento n. 437 del 22 febbraio 
2008, criteri attuativi dell'art. 48, comma 2 della L. P. 4/2003. 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Aid for agri-environmental commitments 

Form of aid Direct grant

EN 21.5.2009 Official Journal of the European Union C 116/15

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm


Budget EUR 6 000 000 

Intensity — 

Duration 2009-2014 

Economic sectors Agricultural sector 

Name and address of the granting authority Provincia Autonoma di Trento 
Servizio Vigilanza e promozione delle attività agricole 
Via G.B. Trener 3 
38100 Trento 
ITALIA 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm 

Date of adoption of the decision 6.4.2009 

Reference number of the aid N 468/08 

Member State Finland 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Aid for advertising of agricultural products 

Legal basis Valtioneuvoston asetus Nr. 606/2008 maataloustuotteiden markki
noinnin ja tuotannon kehittämisen avustamisesta (18.9.2008), Valtiona
vustuslaki Nr. 688/2001 

Type of measure Aid scheme 

Objective Promoting agricultural products 

Form of aid Subsidy 

Budget EUR 2.5 Million per annum 

Intensity 100 % 

Duration (period) 31.12.2013 

Economic sectors A1 — Crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities 

Name and address of the granting authority Maa- ja metsätalousministeriö 
PL 30, 00023 
Valtioneuvosto 
SUOMI/FINLAND 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/
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Date of adoption of the decision 23.4.2009 

Reference number of the aid N 594/08 

Member State Czech Republic 

Region — 

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Modernizace závlahových systémů v zemědělství 

Legal basis Zákon o zemědělství č. 252/1997 Sb.; 
Ministerská vyhláška č. 560/2006 Sb. o účasti státního rozpočtu na 
financování programů reprodukce majetku; 
Program 129160 — Podpora konkurenceschopnosti Agrárně potravi
nářského komplexu — závlahy (20). 

Type of measure Scheme 

Objective Investment in agricultural holdings 

Form of aid Direct grant and interest rate subsidy 

Budget Total: 900 000 000 CZK (approximately EUR 31 250 000) 
Annually: 250 000 000 CZK (approximately EUR 8 680 000) 

Intensity Variable 

Duration Date of Commission's approval until 31 December 2013 

Economic sectors Agriculture 

Name and address of the granting authority Ministerstvo zemědělství České republiky 
Těšnov 17 
117 05 Praha 1 
ČESKÁ REPUBLIKA 

Other information — 

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be 
found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/index.htm
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IV 

(Notices) 

NOTICES FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES 

COMMISSION 

Euro exchange rates ( 1 ) 

20 May 2009 

(2009/C 116/07) 

1 euro = 

Currency Exchange rate 

USD US dollar 1,3690 

JPY Japanese yen 131,06 

DKK Danish krone 7,4452 

GBP Pound sterling 0,88260 

SEK Swedish krona 10,4915 

CHF Swiss franc 1,5124 

ISK Iceland króna 

NOK Norwegian krone 8,8100 

BGN Bulgarian lev 1,9558 

CZK Czech koruna 26,615 

EEK Estonian kroon 15,6466 

HUF Hungarian forint 277,85 

LTL Lithuanian litas 3,4528 

LVL Latvian lats 0,7090 

PLN Polish zloty 4,3687 

RON Romanian leu 4,1617 

TRY Turkish lira 2,0996 

Currency Exchange rate 

AUD Australian dollar 1,7655 

CAD Canadian dollar 1,5724 

HKD Hong Kong dollar 10,6134 

NZD New Zealand dollar 2,2609 

SGD Singapore dollar 1,9994 

KRW South Korean won 1 706,82 

ZAR South African rand 11,5106 

CNY Chinese yuan renminbi 9,3434 

HRK Croatian kuna 7,3634 

IDR Indonesian rupiah 14 093,38 

MYR Malaysian ringgit 4,8428 

PHP Philippine peso 64,590 

RUB Russian rouble 43,3320 

THB Thai baht 47,169 

BRL Brazilian real 2,7819 

MXN Mexican peso 17,6943 

INR Indian rupee 64,9180
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New national side of euro coins intended for circulation 

(2009/C 116/08) 

National side of the new commemorative 2-euro coin intended for circulation and issued by Portugal 

Euro coins intended for circulation have legal tender status throughout the euro area. For the purpose of 
informing the public and all parties who handle the coins, the Commission publishes a description of the 
designs of all new coins ( 1 ). In accordance with the Council conclusions of 10 February 2009 ( 2 ), the 
Member States and countries that have concluded a monetary agreement with the Community providing 
for the issuing of euro coins are allowed to issue commemorative euro coins intended for circulation, 
provided that certain conditions are met, particularly that only the 2-euro denomination is used. These coins 
have the same technical characteristics as other 2-euro coins, but their national face features a commem
orative design that is highly symbolic in national or European terms. 

Issuing country: Portugal 

Subject of commemoration: 2nd Lusophone Games 

Description of the design: The inner part of the coin depicts a gymnast swirling a long ribbon. At the top, 
the Portuguese coat of arms appears within a semi-circle formed by the name of the issuing country 
‘PORTUGAL’. In a semi-circle at the bottom the legend ‘2. os JOGOS DA LUSOFONIA LISBOA’ is 
inscribed between the initials ‘INCM’ on the left and the artist's name ‘J. AURÉLIO’ on the right. The 
year ‘2009’ appears above the gymnast's head, to the left. 

The coin's outer ring depicts the 12 stars of the European flag, on a background of concentric circular lines. 

Number of coins to be issued: 1 250 000 

Date of issue: June 2009
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New national side of euro coins intended for circulation 

(2009/C 116/09) 

National side of the new commemorative 2-euro coin intended for circulation and issued by the Republic of 
San Marino 

Euro coins intended for circulation have legal tender status throughout the euro area. For the purpose of 
informing the public and all parties who handle the coins, the Commission publishes a description of the 
designs of all new coins ( 1 ). In accordance with the Council conclusions of 10 February 2009 ( 2 ), the 
Member States and countries that have concluded a monetary agreement with the Community providing 
for the issuing of euro coins are allowed to issue commemorative euro coins intended for circulation, 
provided that certain conditions are met, particularly that only the 2-euro denomination is used. These coins 
have the same technical characteristics as other 2-euro coins, but their national face features a commem
orative design that is highly symbolic in national or European terms. 

Issuing country: Republic of San Marino 

Subject of commemoration: 2009, European Year of Creativity and Innovation 

Description of the design: The inner part of the coin depicts objects representing scientific research: a 
book, a compass, a test tube and a flask. On the left are the three emblematic feathers of the Republic of 
San Marino. On the right are the year ‘2009’ and the mint mark ‘R’. Above is the legend ‘CREATIVITÀ 
INNOVAZIONE’. Below are the name of the issuing country ‘SAN MARINO’ and the artist’s initials ‘A.M.’. 

The coin’s outer ring depicts the 12 stars of the European flag. 

Number of coins to be issued: 130 000 

Date of issue: May 2009
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