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II 

(Non-legislative acts) 

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

COUNCIL DECISION (EU) 2015/674 

of 20 April 2015 

on the acceptance, on behalf of the European Union, of the amended Agreement for the 
establishment of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 43(2), in conjunction 
with Article 218(6)(a), thereof, 

Having regard to the proposal from the European Commission, 

Having regard to the consent of the European Parliament, 

Whereas: 

(1)  The Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) (the 
‘Agreement’), was established and approved at the Fifth Session of the FAO Conference in 1949 and entered into 
force on 20 February 1952. 

(2)  The European Community became a contracting party to the GFCM through the adoption of Decision 
98/416/EC (1) by the Council. 

(3)  As a consequence of the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon on 1 December 2009, the European Union has 
replaced and succeeded the European Community. 

(4)  On 15 November 2013, the Council authorised the Commission to negotiate, on behalf of the Union, 
amendments to the Agreement on matters falling within the Union's competence. 

(5)  The Member States and the Commission conducted negotiations as per their respective areas of competence in 
accordance with the mandate and in close cooperation. 

(6)  Negotiations were successfully concluded at the GFCM meeting of 19 to 24 May 2014. At that meeting, the 
GFCM endorsed the text of the amended Agreement. 

(7)  The purpose of the amendments to the Agreement is to modernise the GFCM and reinforce its role in the 
conservation of fisheries resources in its area of competence. 

(8)  The objectives, general principles and functions of the GFCM have been reviewed and broadened to ensure the 
long-term conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources and their environment. 

(9)  The amended Agreement is in line with the principles of the Union's Common Fisheries Policy. It is therefore in 
the Union's interest to accept the amended Agreement, 
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

The amended Agreement establishing the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean is hereby approved on 
behalf of the Union. 

The text of the amended Agreement is attached to this Decision. 

Article 2 

The President of the Council shall designate the person empowered to proceed, on behalf of the Union, to notify the 
FAO of the European Union's acceptance of the amended Agreement (1). 

Article 3 

This Decision shall enter into force on the date of its adoption. 

Done at Luxembourg, 20 April 2015. 

For the Council 

The President 
J. DŪKLAVS  
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AMENDED AGREEMENT 

for the establishment of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 

PREAMBLE 

The Contracting Parties, 

RECALLING international law as reflected in relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
of 10 December 1982, 

FURTHER RECALLING the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the Law of the Sea of 10 December 
1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks of 
4 December 1995, the Agreement to promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures 
by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas of 24 November 1993, as well as other relevant international instruments 
concerning the conservation and management of living marine resources, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries adopted by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization Conference at its 28th session on 31 October 1995, and related instruments adopted by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization Conference, 

HAVING A MUTUAL INTEREST IN the development and the proper utilisation of the living marine resources in the Mediter­
ranean and the Black Sea (hereafter referred to as the ‘Area of Application’), 

ACKNOWLEDGING the specificities of the different sub-regions in the Area of Application, 

DETERMINED to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources and marine 
ecosystems in the Area of Application, 

RECOGNISING the economic, social and nutritional benefits deriving from the sustainable use of living marine resources 
in the Area of Application, 

FURTHER RECOGNISING that under international law States are required to cooperate in the conservation and 
management of living marine resources and the protection of their ecosystems, 

AFFIRMING that responsible aquaculture reduces stress on living marine resources and plays an important role in the 
promotion and better use of aquatic living resources, including food security, 

CONSCIOUS OF the need to avoid adverse impacts on the marine environment, preserve biodiversity and minimise the 
risk of long-term or irreversible effects of use and exploitation of living marine resources, 

MINDFUL that effective conservation and management must be based on the best scientific information available and on 
the application of the precautionary approach, 

AWARE OF the importance of coastal fishing communities and of the need to involve fishers and relevant professional 
organisations and civil society organisations in decision-making processes, 

DETERMINED to cooperate effectively and take action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing, 

RECOGNISING the special requirements of developing States to assist them to participate effectively in the conservation, 
management and farming of living marine resources, 
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CONVINCED that the conservation and sustainable use of the living marine resources in the Area of Application and the 
protection of the marine ecosystems in which those resources occur, plays a major role in the context of blue growth 
and sustainable development, 

RECOGNISING the need to establish for these purposes the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (whose 
acronym shall be ‘GFCM’) within the framework of Food and Agriculture Organization, under Article XIV of its 
Constitution, 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

(Use of terms) 

For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a)  ‘1982 Convention’ means the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982; 

(b)  ‘1995 Agreement’ means the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of 
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks of 4 December 1995; 

(c)  ‘aquaculture’ means the farming of aquatic living resources; 

(d)  ‘Contracting Party’ means any State and regional economic integration organisation comprising the Commission 
pursuant to Article 4; 

(e)  ‘Cooperating non-Contracting Party’ means a Member or Associate Member of the Organization and such 
non-member States as are members of the United Nations or any of its Specialised Agencies not formally associated 
as a Contracting Party with the Commission which abides by measures referred to in Article 8(b); 

(f)  ‘fishing’ means searching for, attracting, locating, catching, taking or harvesting of living marine resources or any 
activity which can reasonably be expected to result in attracting, locating, catching, taking or harvesting of living 
marine resources; 

(g)  ‘fishing capacity’ means the maximum amount of fish that could be taken in a fishery or by a single fishing unit 
(e.g. a fisher, community, vessel or fleet) over a period of time (e.g. season, year), given the biomass and age 
structure of the fish stock and the present state of the technology, in the absence of any regulated catch limitations 
and if the means available are fully used; 

(h)  ‘fishing effort’ means the amount of fishing gear of a specific type used on the fishing grounds over a given unit of 
time (e.g. hours trawled per day, number of hooks set per day or number of hauls of a beach seine per day). When 
two or more kinds of gear are used, the respective efforts must be adjusted to some standard type before being 
added; 

(i)  ‘fishing related activities’ means any operation in support of, or in preparation for fishing activities, including 
landing, packaging, processing, transhipping or transporting of fish, as well as provisioning of personnel, fuel, gear 
and other supplies; 

(j) ‘illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing’ refers to the activities set out in paragraph 3 of the 2001 FAO Interna­
tional Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing; 

(k)  ‘maximum sustainable yield’ means the highest theoretical equilibrium yield that can be continuously taken (on 
average) from a stock under existing (average) environmental conditions without affecting the reproduction process; 

(l)  ‘straddling stocks’ means stocks which occurs both within the exclusive economic zones and in areas beyond and 
adjacent to the exclusive economic zones; 

(m)  ‘vessel’ means any vessel, ship of another type or boat used for, equipped to be used for, or intended to be used for 
fishing or fishing related activities. 
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Article 2 

(Objective) 

1. The Contracting Parties hereby establish within the framework of the Constitution of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Organization’) a Commission to be known as the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Commission’), for the purpose of exercising the 
functions and discharging the responsibilities set out in this Agreement. 

2. The objective of the Agreement is to ensure the conservation and sustainable use, at biological, social, economic 
and environmental level, of living marine resources, as well as the sustainable development of aquaculture in the Area of 
Application. 

3. The Headquarters of the Commission shall be in Rome, Italy. 

Article 3 

(Area of Application) 

1. The geographical Area of Application of this Agreement comprises all marine waters of the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Black Sea. 

2. Nothing in this Agreement, nor any act or activity carried out in pursuance of this Agreement, shall constitute 
recognition of claims or positions of any Contracting Party concerning legal status and extent of waters and zones by 
any such Contracting Party. 

Article 4 

(Membership) 

1. Membership in the Commission shall be open to Members and Associate Members of the Organization and such 
non-member States as are members of the United Nations, any of its Specialised Agencies, 

(a)  that are: 

(i)  coastal States or Associate Members situated wholly or partly within the Area of Application; 

(ii)  States or Associate Members whose vessels engage in fishing, or intend to conduct fishing, in the Area of 
Application for stocks covered by this Agreement; or 

(iii)  regional economic integration organisations of which any State referred to in subparagraphs (i), or (ii) above is a 
member and to which that State has transferred competence over matters within the purview of this Agreement; 

(b)  and that accept this Agreement in accordance with the provisions of Article 23 below. 

2. For the purposes of this Agreement, the term ‘whose vessels’ in relation to a Contracting Party regional economic 
integration organisation means vessels of a member State of such Contracting Party regional economic integration 
organisation. 

Article 5 

(General principles) 

In giving effect to the objective of this Agreement, the Commission shall: 

(a)  adopt recommendations on conservation and management measures aimed at ensuring the long term sustainability 
of fishing activities, in order to preserve the marine living resources, the economic and social viability of fisheries, 
and aquaculture; in adopting such recommendations, the Commission shall give particular attention to measures to 
prevent overfishing and minimise discards. The Commission shall also pay particular attention to the potential 
impact on small-scale fisheries and local communities; 
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(b)  formulate, in accordance with Article 8(b), appropriate measures based on the best scientific advice available, taking 
into account relevant environmental, economic and social factors; 

(c)  apply the precautionary approach in accordance with the 1995 Agreement and the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries; 

(d)  consider aquaculture, including culture-based fisheries, as a means to promote diversification of income and diet and 
in so doing ensure that living marine resources are used responsibly, genetic diversity is conserved and adverse 
impacts on the environment and local communities are minimised; 

(e)  foster, as appropriate, a sub-regional approach to fisheries management and aquaculture development in order to 
better address the specificities of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea; 

(f)  take the appropriate measures to ensure compliance with its recommendations to deter and eradicate illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing activities; 

(g)  promote transparency in its decision making processes and other activities; and 

(h)  carry out such other relevant activities as may be necessary for the Commission to achieve its principles as defined 
above. 

Article 6 

(The Commission) 

1. Each Contracting Party shall be represented at sessions of the Commission by one delegate, who may be 
accompanied by an alternate and by experts and advisers. Participation in meetings of the Commission by alternates, 
experts, and advisers shall not entail the right to vote, except in the case of an alternate who is acting in the place of a 
delegate during his absence. 

2. Subject to paragraph 3, each Contracting Party shall have one vote. Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by 
a majority of the votes cast, except as otherwise provided by this Agreement. A majority of the total membership of the 
Commission shall constitute a quorum. 

3. A regional economic integration organisation that is a Contracting Party to the Commission shall be entitled to 
exercise in any meeting of the Commission or of any subsidiary body of the Commission a number of votes equal to the 
number of its Member States that are entitled to vote in such meeting. 

4. A regional economic integration organisation that is a Contracting Party to the Commission shall exercise its 
membership rights on an alternative basis with its member States that are Contracting Parties to the Commission in the 
areas of their respective competence. Whenever a regional economic integration organisation that is a Contracting Party 
to the Commission exercises its right to vote, its member States shall not exercise theirs, and conversely. 

5. Any Contracting Party to the Commission may request a regional economic integration organisation that is a 
Contracting Party to the Commission or its member States that are Contracting Parties to the Commission to provide 
information as to which, as between the Contracting Party regional economic integration organisation and its member 
States, has competence in respect of any specific question. The regional economic integration organisation or the 
member States concerned shall provide this information on such request. 

6. Before any meeting of the Commission or a subsidiary body of the Commission, a regional economic integration 
organisation that is a Contracting Party to the Commission, or its member States that are Contracting Parties to the 
Commission shall indicate which, as between the regional economic integration organisation and its member States, has 
competence in respect to any specific question to be considered in the meeting and which, as between the regional 
economic integration organisation and its member States, shall exercise the right to vote in respect of each particular 
agenda item. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent a regional economic integration organisation that is a Contracting 
Party to the Commission or its member States that are Contracting Parties to the Commission from making a single 
declaration for the purposes of this paragraph, which declaration shall remain in force for questions and agenda items to 
be considered at all subsequent meetings subject to such exceptions or modifications as may be indicated before any 
individual meeting. 
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7. In cases where an agenda item covers both matters in respect of which competence has been transferred to the 
regional economic integration organisation and matters which lie within the competence of its member States, both the 
regional economic integration organisation and its member States may participate in the discussions. In such cases the 
meeting, in arriving at its decisions, shall take into account only the intervention of the Contracting Party which has the 
right to vote. 

8. For the purpose of determining a quorum of any meeting of the Commission, the delegation of a regional 
economic integration organisation that is a Contracting Party to the Commission shall be counted to the extent that it is 
entitled to vote in the meeting in respect of which the quorum is sought. 

9. The principle of cost-effectiveness shall apply to the frequency, duration and scheduling of sessions and other 
meetings and activities held under the auspices of the Commission. 

Article 7 

(The Bureau) 

The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons by a two-thirds majority. The three shall 
constitute the Bureau of the Commission which will operate in accordance with the terms of reference set out in the 
Rules of Procedure. 

Article 8 

(Functions of the Commission) 

In accordance with its objectives and general principles, the Commission shall exercise the following functions: 

(a)  regularly review and assess the state of living marine resources; 

(b)  formulate and recommend, in accordance with the provisions of Article 13, appropriate measures, including: 

(i)  for the conservation and management of living marine resources found in the Area of Application; 

(ii)  to minimise impacts of fishing activities on living marine resources and their ecosystems; 

(iii)  to adopt multiannual management plans applied in the totality of the relevant sub-regions based on an 
ecosystem approach to fisheries to guarantee the maintenance of stocks above levels which can produce 
maximum sustainable yield, and consistent with actions already taken at national level; 

(iv)  to establish fisheries restricted areas for the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems, including but not 
limited to nursery and spawning areas, in addition to or to complement similar measures that may already be 
included in management plans; 

(v) to ensure, if possible through electronic means, the collection, submission, verification, storing and dissemina­
tion of data and information, consistent with relevant data confidentiality policies and requirements; 

(vi)  to take action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, including mechanisms 
for effective monitoring, control and surveillance; 

(vii)  to resolve situations of non-compliance, including through an appropriate system of measures. The 
Commission shall define this system of measures and the way to implement them in its Rules of Procedure; 

(c)  promote the sustainable development of aquaculture; 

(d)  regularly review the socioeconomic aspects of the fishing industry, including by obtaining and evaluating economic 
and other data and information relevant to the work of the Commission; 

(e)  promote the development of institutional capacity and human resources, particularly through education, training 
and vocational activities in areas of competence of the Commission; 

(f)  enhance communication and consultation with civil society concerned with aquaculture and fishing; 
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(g)  encourage, recommend, coordinate and, undertake research and development activities, including cooperative 
projects in the areas of fisheries and the protection of living marine resources; 

(h)  adopt and amend, by a two-thirds majority of its membership, its Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations and 
such other internal administrative regulations as may be necessary to carry out its functions; 

(i)  approve its budget and programme of work and exercise any other function as may be necessary for achieving the 
objective of this Agreement. 

Article 9 

(Subsidiary bodies of the Commission) 

1. The Commission may establish, as necessary, temporary, special or standing subsidiary bodies to study and report 
on matters pertaining to the purposes of the Commission and working parties to study and recommend on specific 
technical problems. The mandate of established subsidiary bodies shall be set out in the Rules of Procedure by taking in 
consideration the need for a sub-regional approach. The Commission may also establish specific mechanisms for the 
Black Sea region which will endeavour to ensure the full participation of all riparian States, in accordance with their 
status within the Commission, to fisheries management related decisions. 

2. The subsidiary bodies and working parties referred to in paragraph 1 above shall be convened by the 
Chairperson of the Commission at such times and places as are determined by the Chairperson in consultation with the 
Director-General of the Organization, as appropriate. 

3. The establishment by the Commission of subsidiary bodies and working parties referred to in paragraph 1 above 
shall be subject to the availability of necessary funds and, before taking any decision involving expenditure, the 
Commission shall have before it a report from the Executive Secretary on administrative and financial implications. 

4. Each Contracting Party shall be entitled to appoint one representative to any subsidiary body and working parties 
who at sessions may be accompanied by alternates, experts and advisers. 

5. Contracting Parties shall provide available information relevant to the functioning of each subsidiary body and 
working party in such a way as to enable them to fulfil their responsibilities. 

Article 10 

(The Secretariat) 

1. The Secretariat shall be composed of the Executive Secretary and such staff serving the Commission. The Executive 
Secretary and the staff of the Secretariat shall be appointed and governed in accordance with the terms, conditions and 
procedures laid down in the Administrative Manual, Staff Regulations and Staff Rules of the Organization, as generally 
applicable to other staff members of the Organization. 

2. The Executive Secretary of the Commission shall be appointed by the Director-General with the approval of the 
Commission, or in the event of appointment between regular sessions of the Commission, with the approval of the 
Contracting Parties. 

3. The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for monitoring the implementation of the policies and activities of the 
Commission and shall report thereon to the Commission, according to the terms of reference set out in the Rules of 
Procedure. The Executive Secretary shall also act as Executive Secretary to other subsidiary bodies established by the 
Commission, as required. 

Article 11 

(Financial arrangements) 

1. At each regular session the Commission shall adopt its autonomous budget for three years, which may be reviewed 
on a yearly basis at regular sessions. The budget will be adopted by consensus of its Contracting Parties, provided 
however that if, after every effort has been made, a consensus cannot be reached in the course of that session, the 
matter will be put to a vote and the budget shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of its Contracting Parties. 
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2. Each Contracting Party shall undertake to contribute annually its share of the autonomous budget based on the 
scale of contributions determined in accordance with a scheme which the Commission shall adopt or amend by 
consensus. The scheme shall be set out in the Financial Regulations. 

3. Any non-member of the Organization that becomes a Contracting Party shall be required to make such 
contribution towards the expenses incurred by the Organization with respect to the activities of the Commission as the 
Commission may determine. 

4. Contributions shall be payable in freely convertible currencies unless otherwise determined by the Commission 
with the concurrence of the Director-General of the Organization. 

5. The Commission may accept donations and other forms of assistance from organisations, individuals and other 
sources for purposes connected with the fulfilment of any of its functions. The Commission may also accept voluntary 
contributions generally or in connection with specific projects or activities of the Commission which shall be executed 
by the Secretariat. Voluntary contributions, donations and other form of assistance received shall be paid into a trust 
fund to be established and administrated by the Organization in conformity with the Financial Regulations and Rules of 
the Organization. 

6. A Contracting Party which is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions to the Commission shall have 
no vote in the Commission if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it 
for the two preceding calendar years. The Commission may, nevertheless, permit such a Contracting Party to vote if it is 
satisfied that the failure to pay was due to conditions beyond the control of the Contracting Party but in no case shall it 
extend the right to vote beyond a further two calendar years. 

Article 12 

(Expenses) 

1. The expenses of the Secretariat, including publications and communications and the expenses incurred by the 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission, when performing duties on behalf of the Commission between 
sessions of the Commission, shall be determined and paid from the budget of the Commission. 

2. The expenses of research and development projects undertaken by individual Contracting Parties, whether inde­
pendently or upon recommendation of the Commission, shall be determined and paid by the Contracting Parties 
concerned. 

3. The expenses incurred in connection with cooperative research or development projects undertaken, unless 
otherwise available, shall be determined and paid by the Contracting Parties in the form and proportion to which they 
shall mutually agree. 

4. The expenses of experts invited to attend meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in their individual 
capacity shall be borne by the budget of the Commission. 

5. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid out of its autonomous budget except those relating to such staff 
and facilities as can be made available by the Organization. The expenses to be borne by the Organization shall be 
determined and paid within the limits of the biennial budget prepared by the Director-General and approved by the 
Conference of the Organization in accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the Organization. 

6. Expenses incurred by delegates, their alternates, experts and advisers when attending, as government represen­
tatives, sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies, as well as the expenses incurred by observers at sessions, 
shall be borne by the respective governments or organisations. In recognition of the special requirements of developing 
States Contracting Parties, according to Article 17 and subject to the availability of funds, the expenses could be borne 
by the budget of the Commission. 

Article 13 

(Decision making) 

1. The recommendations referred to in Article 8(b), shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the Contracting 
Parties of the Commission present and voting. The text of such recommendations shall be communicated by the 
Executive Secretary to each Contracting Party, cooperating non-Contracting Party and relevant non-Contracting Party. 
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2. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Contracting Parties of the Commission undertake to give effect to any 
recommendations adopted under Article 8(b), from the date determined by the Commission, which shall not be before 
the period for objection provided for in this Article has elapsed. 

3. Any Contracting Party of the Commission may within 120 days from the date of notification of a recommendation 
object to it and in that event shall not be under obligation to give effect to that recommendation. The objection should 
include a written explanation of reasons for objecting, and where appropriate, proposals for alternative measures. In the 
event of an objection being made within the 120-day period any other Contracting Party may similarly object at any 
time within a further period of 60 days. A Contracting Party may also at any time withdraw its objection and give effect 
to a recommendation. 

4. If objections to a recommendation are made by more than one third of the Contracting Parties of the Commission, 
the other Contracting Parties shall be relieved forthwith of any obligation to give effect to that recommendation; 
nevertheless any or all of them may agree among themselves to give effect to it. 

5. The Executive Secretary shall promptly notify each Contracting Party immediately upon receipt of each objection 
or withdrawal of objection. 

6. In exceptional circumstances, when required by a Contracting Party as determined by the Executive Secretary in 
consultation with the Chairperson, if urgent matters require Contracting Parties to take decisions between sessions of the 
Commission any rapid means of communication, including electronic means of communication, may be used for 
decision-making with respect to procedural and administrative matters of the Commission only, including any of its 
subsidiary bodies, other than matters relating to the interpretation of and the adoption of amendments to the 
Agreement or its Rules of Procedure. 

Article 14 

(Obligations relating to the implementation of decisions by the Contracting Parties) 

1. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Contracting Parties of the Commission undertake to give effect to any 
recommendations made by the Commission under Article 8(b), from the date determined by the Commission, which 
shall not be before the period for objection provided for in Article 13 has elapsed. 

2. Each Contracting Party shall transpose, as appropriate, adopted recommendations into national laws, regulations 
or appropriate legal instruments of the regional economic integration organisation. They shall report annually to the 
Commission indicating how they have implemented and/or transposed the recommendations, including providing such 
relevant legislative documents in connection with these recommendations as may be required by the Commission and 
information on the monitoring and control of their fisheries. The Commission shall use this information to assess 
whether the recommendations are uniformly implemented. 

3. Each Contracting Party shall take measures and cooperate to ensure that their duties as flag States and port States 
are fulfilled in accordance with relevant international instruments to which it is a party and recommendations adopted 
by the Commission. 

4. The Commission, through a process leading to the identification of cases of non-compliance, will address 
Contracting Parties which fail to comply with recommendations adopted by the Commission with a view to resolve 
situations of non-compliance. 

5. The Commission shall define through its Rules of Procedure appropriate measures which may be taken by the 
Commission when Contracting Parties are identified as being in prolonged and unjustified non-compliance with its 
recommendations. 

Article 15 

(Observers) 

1. In accordance with the Rules of the Organization, the Commission may invite or, upon their request, allow 
in observer capacity regional or international governmental organisations and regional or international or other 
non-governmental organisations, including from the private sector, which have interests and objectives common with 
those of the Commission or which activities are pertinent to the work of the Commission or its subsidiary bodies. 
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2. Any member or associate member of the Organization that is not a Contracting Party may, upon its request, be 
invited as an observer at sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. It may submit memoranda and 
participate without vote in discussions. 

Article 16 

(Cooperation with other organisations and institutions) 

1. The Commission shall cooperate with other international organisations and institutions in matters of mutual 
interest. 

2. The Commission shall seek to make suitable arrangements for consultation, cooperation and collaboration with 
other relevant organisations and institutions, including entering into memoranda of understanding and partnership 
agreements. 

Article 17 

(Recognition of the special requirements of developing States Contracting Parties) 

1. The Commission shall give full recognition to the special requirements of developing States Contracting Parties to 
this Agreement, in accordance with relevant provisions in the 1995 Agreement. 

2. The Contracting Parties may cooperate either directly or through the Commission for the purposes set out in this 
Agreement and provide assistance for identified needs. 

Article 18 

(Non-contracting Parties) 

1. The Commission, through the Secretariat, may invite non-contracting Parties whose vessels engage in fishing in the 
Area of Application, with particular reference to coastal States, to cooperate fully in the implementation of its 
recommendations, including by becoming cooperating non-Contracting Parties. The Commission may accept by 
consensus of its Contracting Parties any application for granting cooperating non-contracting Party status provided 
however that if, after every effort has been made, a consensus cannot be reached, the matter will be put to a vote and 
the cooperating non-Contracting Party status will be granted by a two-thirds majority of its Contracting Parties. 

2. The Commission, through the Secretariat, shall exchange information with respect to vessels engaged in fishing or 
fishing related activities in the Agreement Area that are flying the flags of non-Contracting Parties to this Agreement 
and identify and address, as appropriate, including through the application of sanctions consistent with international law 
which shall be defined in the Rules of Procedure, cases of activities by non-Contracting Parties adversely affecting the 
objective of the Agreement. Sanctions may include non-discriminatory market-related measures. 

3. The Commission shall take measures, consistent with international law and with this Agreement, to deter the 
activities of such vessels which undermine the effectiveness of applicable recommendations, and shall regularly report on 
any action taken in response to fishing or fishing related activities in the Agreement Area by non-Contracting Parties. 

4. The Commission shall draw the attention of any non-Contracting Parties to any activity which in the opinion of 
any Contracting Party negatively affects the implementation of the objective of the Agreement. 

Article 19 

(Settlement of disputes on the intepretation and application of the Agreement) 

1. In the event of a dispute between two or more of Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or application 
of this Agreement, the Parties concerned shall consult among each other with a view to seek solutions by negotiation, 
mediation, inquiry or any other peaceful means of their own choice. 
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2. If the parties concerned cannot reach agreement in accordance with Article 19.1 they may jointly refer the matter 
to a committee composed of one representative appointed by each of the party of the dispute, and in addition the 
Chairperson of the Commission. The findings by such committee, while not binding in character, shall constitute the 
basis for renewed consideration by the Contracting Parties concerned of the matter out of which disagreement arose. 

3. Any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement not resolved under Articles 19.1 
and 19.2 may, with the consent in each case of all parties to the dispute, be referred for settlement to arbitration. The 
results of the arbitration procedure shall be binding upon the parties. 

4. In cases where the dispute is referred to arbitration, the arbitral tribunal shall be constituted as provided in the 
Annex to this Agreement. The Annex forms an integral part of this Agreement. 

Article 20 

(Relationship with other agreements) 

References in this Agreement to the 1982 Convention or to other international agreements, do not prejudice the 
position of any State with respect to signature, ratification, or accession to the 1982 Convention or with respect to 
other agreements, nor the rights, jurisdiction and duties of Contracting Parties under the 1982 Convention or the 1995 
Agreement. 

Article 21 

(Official languages of the Commission) 

The official languages of the Commission shall be such official languages of the Organization as the Commission itself 
may decide. The delegations may use any one of these languages at sessions and for their reports and communications. 
The use of official languages for simultaneous interpretation and translation of documents in the statutory sessions of 
the Commission shall be specified in the Rules of Procedure. 

Article 22 

(Amendments) 

1. The Commission may amend this Agreement by a two-thirds majority of all the Contracting Parties. Subject to 
paragraph 2 below, amendments shall come into force as from the date of their adoption by the Commission. 

2. Amendments involving new obligations for Contracting Parties shall come into force after acceptance by 
two-thirds of the Contracting Parties and with respect to each Contracting Party only on acceptance of it by that 
Contracting Party. The instruments of acceptance of amendments involving new obligations shall be deposited with 
the Director-General of the Organization who shall inform all the Members of the Organization, as well as the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the receipt of acceptance and the entry into force of such amendments. The 
rights and obligations of any Contracting Party that has not accepted an amendment involving additional obligations 
shall continue to be governed by the provisions of this Agreement as they stood prior to the amendment. 

3. Amendments to this Agreement shall be reported to the Council of the Organization which shall have the power 
to disallow any amendment which it finds to be inconsistent with the objectives and purposes of the Organization or 
the provisions of the Constitution of the Organization. If the Council of the Organization considers it desirable, it may 
refer the amendment to the Conference of the Organization which shall have the same power. 

Article 23 

(Acceptance) 

1. This Agreement shall be open to acceptance by Members or associate Members of the Organization. 

2. The Commission may, by a two-thirds majority of its membership, admit to membership such other States that are 
members of the United Nations, any of its specialised agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency as have 
submitted an application for membership and a declaration made in a formal instrument that they accept this 
Agreement as in force at the time of admission. 
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3. Participation in the activities of the Commission by Contracting Parties which are not Members or associate 
Members of the Organization shall be contingent upon the assumption of such proportionate share in the expenses of 
the Secretariat as may be determined in the light of the relevant provisions of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the 
Organization. 

4. Acceptance of this Agreement by any Member or associate Member of the Organization shall be effected by the 
deposit of an instrument of acceptance with the Director-General of the Organization and shall take effect on receipt of 
such instrument by the Director-General. 

5. Acceptance of this Agreement by non-members of the Organization shall be effected by the deposit of an 
instrument of acceptance with the Director-General of the Organization membership shall become effective on the date 
on which the Commission approves the application for membership, in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 2 
of this Article. 

6. The Director-General of the Organization shall inform all Contracting Parties of the Commission, all Members of 
the Organization and the Secretary-General of the United Nations of all acceptances that have become effective. 

7. Acceptance of this Agreement by non-Contracting Parties may be made subject to reservations which shall become 
effective only upon approval by two thirds of the Contracting Parties. Contracting Parties whose relevant competent 
authorities have not replied within three months from the date of the notification shall be deemed to have accepted the 
reservation. Failing such approval, the nation or regional economic integration organisation making the reservation shall 
not become a party to this Agreement. The Director-General of the Organization shall notify forthwith all Contracting 
Parties of any reservations. 

Article 24 

(Entry into force) 

This Agreement shall enter into force as from the date of receipt of the fifth instrument of acceptance. 

Article 25 

(Reservations) 

1. Acceptance of this Agreement may be made subject to reservations, which shall not be incompatible with the 
objectives of the Agreement and shall be made in accordance with the general rules of public international law as 
reflected in the provisions of Part II, Section 2 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969. 

2. The Commission shall regularly assess if a reservation may create issues of non-compliance with the recommen­
dations adopted under Article 8(b) and may consider appropriate measures, as foreseen in its Rules of Procedures. 

Article 26 

(Withdrawal) 

1. Any Contracting Party may withdraw from this Agreement at any time after the expiration of two years from the 
date upon which the Agreement entered into force with respect to that Contracting Party, by giving written notice of 
such withdrawal to the Director-General of the Organization who shall immediately inform all the Contracting Parties 
and the Members of the Organization of such withdrawal. Notice of withdrawal shall become effective three months 
from the date of its receipt by the Director-General of the Organization. 

2. A Contracting Party may give notice of withdrawal with respect to one or more of the territories for the interna­
tional relations of which it is responsible. When a Contracting Party gives notice of its own withdrawal from the 
Commission it shall state to which territory or territories the withdrawal is to apply. In the absence of such a 
declaration, the withdrawal shall be deemed to apply to all the territories for the international relations of which the 
Contracting Party is responsible, with the exception of associate members. 

3. Any Contracting Party that gives notice of withdrawal from the Organization shall be deemed to have simultan­
eously withdrawn from the Commission, and this withdrawal shall be deemed to apply to all the territories for the inter­
national relations of which the Contracting Party concerned is responsible, except that such withdrawal shall not be 
deemed to apply to an associate member. 
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Article 27 

(Termination) 

This Agreement shall be automatically terminated if and when, as the result of withdrawals, the number of Contracting 
Parties drops below five, unless the remaining Contracting Parties unanimously decide otherwise. 

Article 28 

(Certification and registration) 

The text of this Agreement was originally formulated at Rome on the 24th day of September one thousand 
nine hundred and forty-nine in the French language. 

Two copies in the Arabic, English, French and Spanish languages of this Agreement and of any amendments to this 
Agreement shall be certified by the Chairperson of the Commission and by the Director-General of the Organization. 
One of these copies shall be deposited in the archives of the Organization. The other copy shall be transmitted to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration. In addition, the Director-General shall certify copies of this 
Agreement and transmit one copy to each member of the Organization and to such non-member of the Organization 
that are or may become Contracting Parties to this Agreement.  
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ANNEX RELATING TO ARBITRATION 

1.  The arbitral tribunal referred to in paragraph 4 of Article 19 shall be composed of three arbitrators who shall be 
appointed as follows: 

(a)  The Contracting Party commencing proceedings shall communicate the name of an arbitrator to the other 
Contracting Party which, in turn, within a period of 40 days following such notification, shall communicate the 
name of the second arbitrator. In disputes between more than two Contracting Parties, parties to the dispute with 
the same interest shall appoint one arbitrator jointly by agreement. The Contracting Parties shall, within a period 
of 60 days following the appointment of the second arbitrator, appoint the third arbitrator, who shall not be a 
national of either Contracting Party and shall not be of the same nationality as either of the first two arbitrators. 
The third arbitrator shall preside over the tribunal; 

(b)  If the second arbitrator has not been appointed within the prescribed period, or if the Contracting Parties have 
not reached agreement within the prescribed period on the appointment of the third arbitrator, that arbitrator 
shall be appointed, at the request of either Contracting Party, by the Director-General of the Organization within 
two months from the date of receipt of the request.  

2.  The arbitral tribunal shall decide where its headquarters will be located and shall adopt its own rules of procedure. 

3.  The arbitral tribunal shall render its decisions in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement and international 
law. 

4.  The award of the arbitral tribunal shall be made by a majority of its members, who may not abstain from voting. 

5.  Any Contracting Party which is not a Party to the dispute may intervene in the proceedings with the consent of the 
arbitral tribunal. 

6.  The award of the arbitral tribunal shall be final and binding on Contracting Parties to the dispute and on any 
Contracting Party which intervenes in the proceedings and shall be complied with without delay. The arbitral tribunal 
shall interpret the award at the request of one of the Contracting Parties to the dispute or of any intervening 
Contracting Party. 

7.  Unless the arbitral tribunal determines otherwise because of the particular circumstances of the case, the expenses of 
the tribunal, including the remuneration of its members, shall be borne by the Contracting Parties to the dispute in 
equal shares.  
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REGULATIONS 

COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) 2015/675 

of 26 February 2015 

amending Council Regulation (EC) No 673/2005 establishing additional customs duties on imports 
of certain products originating in the United States of America 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 673/2005 of 25 April 2005 establishing additional customs duties on 
imports of certain products originating in the United States of America (1), and in particular Article 3 thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  As a result of the United States' failure to bring the Continued Dumping and Subsidy Offset Act (CDSOA) in 
compliance with its obligations under the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements, Regulation (EC) 
No 673/2005 imposed a 15 % ad valorem additional customs duty on imports of certain products originating in 
the United States of America as from 1 May 2005. In conformity with the WTO authorisation to suspend the 
application of concessions to the United States, the Commission is to adjust the level of suspension annually to 
the level of nullification or impairment caused by the CDSOA to the European Union at that time. 

(2)  The CDSOA disbursements for the most recent year for which data are available relate to the distribution of anti- 
dumping and countervailing duties collected during the Fiscal Year 2014 (1 October 2013-30 September 2014). 
On the basis of the data published by the United States' Customs and Border Protection, the level of nullification 
or impairment caused to the Union is calculated at USD 3 295 333. 

(3)  The level of nullification or impairment and consequently of suspension has increased. However, the level of 
suspension cannot be adjusted to the level of nullification or impairment by adding or removing products from 
the list in Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 673/2005. As a consequence, in accordance with Article 3(1)(e) of that 
Regulation, the Commission should keep the list of products in Annex I unchanged and amend the rate of the 
additional duty in order to adjust the level of suspension to the level of nullification or impairment. The four 
products listed in Annex I should therefore be maintained on the list and the rate of additional import duty 
should be amended and set at 1,5 %. 

(4)  The effect of a 1,5 % ad valorem additional import duty on imports from the United States of the products in 
Annex I represents, over one year, a value of trade that does not exceed USD 3 295 333. 

(5)  To make sure that there are no delays in the application of the amended rate of additional import duty, this 
Regulation should enter into force on the day of its publication. 

(6)  Regulation (EC) No 673/2005 should therefore be amended accordingly, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 673/2005 is replaced by the following: 

‘Article 2 

An ad valorem duty of 1,5 % additional to the customs duty applicable under Council Regulation (EEC) 
No 2913/92 (*) shall be imposed on the products originating in the United States of America listed in Annex I to 
this Regulation.  

(*) OJ L 302, 19.10.1992, p. 1.’ 
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Article 2 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

It shall apply from 1 May 2015. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 26 February 2015. 

For the Commission 

The President 
Jean-Claude JUNCKER   

ANNEX 

‘ANNEX I 

The products on which additional duties are to apply are identified by their eight-digit CN codes. The description of 
products classified under these codes can be found in Annex I to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 
on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff (1) as amended by Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 1810/2004 (2). 

0710 40 00 

9003 19 30 

8705 10 00 

6204 62 31  

(1) OJ L 256, 7.9.1987, p. 1. 
(2) OJ L 327, 30.10.2004, p. 1.’  
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/676 

of 23 April 2015 

concerning the classification of certain goods in the Combined Nomenclature 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and 
on the Common Customs Tariff (1), and in particular Article 9(1)(a) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  In order to ensure uniform application of the Combined Nomenclature annexed to Regulation (EEC) 
No 2658/87, it is necessary to adopt measures concerning the classification of the goods referred to in the 
Annex to this Regulation. 

(2)  Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 has laid down the general rules for the interpretation of the Combined 
Nomenclature. Those rules apply also to any other nomenclature which is wholly or partly based on it or which 
adds any additional subdivision to it and which is established by specific provisions of the Union, with a view to 
the application of tariff and other measures relating to trade in goods. 

(3)  Pursuant to those general rules, the goods described in column (1) of the table set out in the Annex should be 
classified under the CN code indicated in column (2), by virtue of the reasons set out in column (3) of that table. 

(4)  It is appropriate to provide that binding tariff information issued in respect of the goods concerned by this 
Regulation which does not conform to this Regulation may, for a certain period, continue to be invoked by the 
holder in accordance with Article 12(6) of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 (2). That period should be set at 
three months. 

(5)  The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the Customs Code 
Committee, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

The goods described in column (1) of the table set out in the Annex shall be classified within the Combined 
Nomenclature under the CN code indicated in column (2) of that table. 

Article 2 

Binding tariff information which does not conform to this Regulation may continue to be invoked in accordance with 
Article 12(6) of Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 for a period of three months from the date of entry into force of this 
Regulation. 
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Article 3 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the 
European Union. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in the Member States in 
accordance with the Treaties. 

Done at Brussels, 23 April 2015. 

For the Commission, 

On behalf of the President, 
Heinz ZOUREK 

Director-General for Taxation and Customs Union  
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ANNEX 

Description of the goods Classification 
(CN-code) Reasons 

(1) (2) (3) 

An article in the form of a sleeve, approxi­
mately 20 cm long, made of knitted textile ma­
terial with thin foam padding on the palm sur­
face. It includes one slightly curved palmar alu­
minium splint of approximately 2 cm width, 
which can be manually bent, and two flexible 
dorsal stabilisers made of plastic of approxi­
mately 1 cm width. The splint and the stabili­
sers go through stitched-on tunnels of a con­
trasting material which run the entire length of 
the article and they can be removed. 

At both ends of the article there are two ‘vel­
cro-type’ straps of 2 cm width to adjust the 
article to the hand and to the wrist. In the mid­
dle of the article there is a wider textile strap 
of 5 cm width with a ‘velcro-type’ fastening 
which is wrapped around the wrist to achieve 
the desired limitation of the movement of the 
wrist. 

The textile straps together with the bendable 
aluminium splint make the movement of the 
wrist more difficult. The flexibility of the wrist 
depends on the tightness of the straps. 

The article is presented as a wrist stabiliser. 

(See photographs A + B) (*) 

6307 90 10 Classification is determined by general rules 1, 
3(b) and 6 for the interpretation of the 
Combined Nomenclature (GIR) and by the 
wording of CN codes 6307, 6307 90 and 
6307 90 10. 

The article cannot be adjusted to a specific 
handicap of a patient, but has a multi-func­
tion use. In that respect, the article does not 
display characteristics which distinguish it by 
the method of operation or the adjustability 
to a patient's specific handicaps from ordinary 
supports for general use (see Note 6 to Chap­
ter 90 and the judgment in Joined Cases 
C-260/00 to C-263/00, Lohmann GmbH & Co. 
KG and Medi Bayreuth Weihermüller & Voigt­
mann GmbH & Co. KG v Oberfinanzdirektion 
Koblenz, ECLI:EU:C:2002:637). Classification 
under heading 9021 as an orthopaedic appli­
ance is therefore excluded. 

The knitted textile material of the sleeve and 
the strap confers the essential character of the 
article within the meaning of GIR 3(b), 
because its presence is predominant in quan­
tity and because of its important role in rela­
tion to the use of the article. In particular, the 
textile strap in the middle of the article is 
essential for the desired limitation of the 
movement of the wrist. 

The article is therefore to be classified un­
der CN code 6307 90 10 as other made-up 
articles. 

(*)  The photographs are purely for information.  

Photograph A Photograph B   
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/677 

of 23 April 2015 

concerning the classification of certain goods in the Combined Nomenclature 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and 
on the Common Customs Tariff (1), and in particular Article 9(1)(a) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  In order to ensure uniform application of the Combined Nomenclature annexed to Regulation (EEC) 
No 2658/87, it is necessary to adopt measures concerning the classification of the goods referred to in the 
Annex to this Regulation. 

(2)  Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 has laid down the general rules for the interpretation of the Combined 
Nomenclature. Those rules apply also to any other nomenclature which is wholly or partly based on it or which 
adds any additional subdivision to it and which is established by specific provisions of the Union, with a view to 
the application of tariff and other measures relating to trade in goods. 

(3)  Pursuant to those general rules, the goods described in column (1) of the table set out in the Annex should be 
classified under the CN code indicated in column (2), by virtue of the reasons set out in column (3) of that table. 

(4)  It is appropriate to provide that binding tariff information issued in respect of the goods concerned by this 
Regulation which does not conform to this Regulation may, for a certain period, continue to be invoked by the 
holder in accordance with Article 12(6) of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 (2). That period should be set at 
3 months. 

(5)  The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the Customs Code 
Committee, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

The goods described in column (1) of the table set out in the Annex shall be classified within the Combined 
Nomenclature under the CN code indicated in column (2) of that table. 

Article 2 

Binding tariff information which does not conform to this Regulation may continue to be invoked in accordance with 
Article 12(6) of Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 for a period of 3 months from the date of entry into force of this 
Regulation. 
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Article 3 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the 
European Union. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 23 April 2015. 

For the Commission, 

On behalf of the President, 
Heinz ZOUREK 

Director-General for Taxation and Customs Union  
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ANNEX 

Description of the goods Classification 
(CN-code) Reasons 

(1) (2) (3) 

An article consisting of four table legs of base 
metal, fixed with screws to four metal plates 
holding them together. 

In order to avoid sliding and to protect the 
floor, the bottom end of each table leg is cov­
ered with rubber. 

The top ends of the table legs have holes for 
screws to allow for fixing a tabletop. 

(*) See image. 

9403 90 10 Classification is determined by general rules 
1 and 6 for the interpretation of the Com­
bined Nomenclature and by the wording of 
CN codes 9403, 9403 90 and 9403 90 10. 

Classification as complete furniture is 
excluded because the article is missing an es­
sential component, the tabletop. 

The article is therefore to be classified under 
CN code 9403 90 10 as metal parts of 
furniture. 

(*)  The image is purely for information.  
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/678 

of 29 April 2015 

amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 as regards the trigger levels for additional 
duties on tomatoes, cucumbers, table grapes, apricots, cherries, other than sour, peaches, including 

nectarines, and plums 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 
establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) 
No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007 (1), and in particular Article 183(b) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 (2) provides for the surveillance of the imports of the 
products listed in Annex XVIII thereto. That surveillance is to be carried out in accordance with the rules laid 
down in Article 308d of Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 (3). 

(2)  For the purposes of Article 5(4) of the Agreement on Agriculture (4) concluded during the Uruguay Round of 
multilateral trade negotiations and in the light of the latest data available for 2012, 2013 and 2014, the trigger 
levels for additional duties on cucumbers and cherries, other than sour, should be amended with effect from 
1 May 2015 whilst those on tomatoes, table grapes, apricots, peaches, including nectarines, and plums should be 
amended with effect from 1 June 2015. 

(3)  Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 should therefore be amended accordingly. For reasons of readability, 
Annex XVIII to that Regulation should be replaced in its entirety. 

(4)  Given the need to ensure that this measure applies as soon as possible after the updated data have been made 
available, this Regulation should enter into force on the day of its publication, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

In Annex XVIII to Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011, the trigger levels for additional duties on tomatoes, 
cucumbers, table grapes, apricots, cherries, other than sour, peaches, including nectarines, and plums shall be replaced 
by the trigger levels set out in the relevant column of that Annex contained in the Annex hereto. 

Article 2 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 
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No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (OJ L 253, 11.10.1993, p. 1). 

(4) OJ L 336, 23.12.1994, p. 22. 



This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 29 April 2015. 

For the Commission 

The President 
Jean-Claude JUNCKER  
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ANNEX 

‘ANNEX XVIII 

ADDITIONAL IMPORT DUTIES: TITLE IV, CHAPTER I, SECTION 2 

Without prejudice to the rules governing the interpretation of the Combined Nomenclature, the description of the 
products is deemed to be indicative only. The scope of the additional duties for the purposes of this Annex is 
determined by the scope of the CN codes as they stand at the time of the adoption of this Regulation. 

Order 
number CN code Description Period of application Trigger level 

(tonnes) 

78.0015 0702 00 00 Tomatoes From 1 October to 31 May 451 045 

78.0020 From 1 June to 30 September 29 768 

78.0065 0707 00 05 Cucumbers From 1 May to 31 October 16 093 

78.0075 From 1 November to 30 April 13 271 

78.0085 0709 91 00 Artichokes From 1 November to 30 June 7 421 

78.0100 0709 93 10 Courgettes From 1 January to 31 December 263 359 

78.0110 0805 10 20 Oranges From 1 December to 31 May 251 798 

78.0120 0805 20 10 Clementines From 1 November to end of February 81 399 

78.0130 0805 20 30 
0805 20 50 
0805 20 70 
0805 20 90 

Mandarins (including tangerines 
and satsumas); wilkings and 
similar citrus hybrids 

From 1 November to end of February 101 160 

78.0155 0805 50 10 Lemons From 1 June to 31 December 302 950 

78.0160 From 1 January to 31 May 41 410 

78.0170 0806 10 10 Table grapes From 21 July to 20 November 68 450 

78.0175 0808 10 80 Apples From 1 January to 31 August 558 203 

78.0180 From 1 September to 31 December 464 902 

78.0220 0808 30 90 Pears From 1 January to 30 April 184 269 

78.0235 From 1 July to 31 December 235 468 

78.0250 0809 10 00 Apricots From 1 June to 31 July 5 422 

78.0265 0809 29 00 Cherries, other than sour From 21 May to 10 August 29 831 

78.0270 0809 30 Peaches, including nectarines From 11 June to 30 September 4 701 

78.0280 0809 40 05 Plums From 11 June to 30 September 17 825’   
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/679 

of 29 April 2015 

suspending the submission of applications for the private storage aid for pigmeat provided for in 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/360 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 
establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) 
No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007 (1), 

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 826/2008 of 20 August 2008 laying down common rules for the 
granting of private storage aid for certain agricultural products (2), and in particular Article 23(3)(a) and (c) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  An examination of the situation on the market and the use of the private storage aid scheme for pigmeat 
provided for in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/360 (3) make it advisable to consider closing it. 
The Commission intends submitting the respective closing Regulation for an opinion to the Committee for the 
Common Organisation of the Agricultural Markets. However, the intention itself bears the risk that there will be 
an excessively large number of applications for the aid scheme. 

(2)  Therefore, it is necessary to suspend the submission of applications for the aid provided for in Implementing 
Regulation (EU) 2015/360 and reject certain applications made before the period of suspension. 

(3)  In order to avoid speculation, this Regulation should enter into force on the day following that of its publication 
in the Official Journal of the European Union, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

1. The application of Article 2 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/360 shall be suspended for the period from 
2 May 2015 to 8 May 2015. Applications to conclude contracts submitted during this period shall not be accepted. 

2. Applications submitted from 29 April 2015, whose acceptance would have been decided during the period 
referred to in paragraph 1, shall be rejected. 

Article 2 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European 
Union. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 29 April 2015. 

For the Commission, 

On behalf of the President, 
Jerzy PLEWA 

Director-General for Agriculture and Rural Development  
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(1) OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 671. 
(2) OJ L 223, 21.8.2008, p. 3. 
(3) Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/360 of 5 March 2015 opening private storage for pigmeat and fixing in advance the 

amount of aid (OJ L 62, 6.3.2015, p. 16). 



COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/680 

of 29 April 2015 

establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and 
vegetables 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 
establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) 
No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007 (1), 

Having regard to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 of 7 June 2011 laying down detailed rules 
for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 in respect of the fruit and vegetables and processed fruit 
and vegetables sectors (2), and in particular Article 136(1) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 lays down, pursuant to the outcome of the Uruguay Round 
multilateral trade negotiations, the criteria whereby the Commission fixes the standard values for imports from 
third countries, in respect of the products and periods stipulated in Annex XVI, Part A thereto. 

(2)  The standard import value is calculated each working day, in accordance with Article 136(1) of Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No 543/2011, taking into account variable daily data. Therefore this Regulation should enter 
into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

The standard import values referred to in Article 136 of Implementing Regulation (EU) No 543/2011 are fixed in the 
Annex to this Regulation. 

Article 2 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 29 April 2015. 

For the Commission, 

On behalf of the President, 
Jerzy PLEWA 

Director-General for Agriculture and Rural Development  
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(1) OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 671. 
(2) OJ L 157, 15.6.2011, p. 1. 



ANNEX 

Standard import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and vegetables 

(EUR/100 kg) 

CN code Third country code (1) Standard import value 

0702 00 00 IL  153,9 

MA  89,6 

MK  119,9 

TR  96,0 

ZZ  114,9 

0707 00 05 AL  97,3 

TR  136,5 

ZZ  116,9 

0709 93 10 MA  102,7 

TR  144,0 

ZZ  123,4 

0805 10 20 EG  43,6 

IL  76,5 

MA  53,3 

TR  70,3 

ZZ  60,9 

0805 50 10 TR  57,0 

ZZ  57,0 

0808 10 80 AR  146,4 

BR  107,2 

CL  153,9 

CN  167,0 

MK  31,3 

NZ  163,8 

US  238,2 

UY  92,0 

ZA  128,3 

ZZ  136,5 

0808 30 90 AR  132,8 

CL  114,5 

NZ  212,0 

ZA  124,3 

ZM  112,8 

ZZ  139,3 

(1)  Nomenclature of countries laid down by Commission Regulation (EU) No 1106/2012 of 27 November 2012 implementing 
Regulation (EC) No 471/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to external trade 
with non-member countries, as regards the update of the nomenclature of countries and territories (OJ L 328, 28.11.2012, p. 7). 
Code ‘ZZ’ stands for ‘of other origin’.  
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DECISIONS 

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION (EU) 2015/681 

of 29 April 2015 

on the publication of the references of standard EN ISO 4210, parts 1-9, for city and trekking 
bicycles, mountain bicycles and racing bicycles, and of standard EN ISO 8098 for bicycles for 
young children in the Official Journal of the European Union pursuant to Directive 2001/95/EC of 

the European Parliament and of the Council 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 December 2001 on general 
product safety (1), and in particular the first subparagraph of Article 4(2) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  Article 3(1) of Directive 2001/95/EC requires producers to place only safe products on the market. 

(2)  Under the second subparagraph of Article 3(2) of Directive 2001/95/EC, a product is to be presumed safe, as far 
as the risks and risk categories covered by the relevant national standards are concerned, when it conforms to 
voluntary national standards transposing European standards, the references of which have been published by the 
Commission in the Official Journal of the European Union in accordance with Article 4 of that Directive. 

(3)  Pursuant to Article 4(1) of Directive 2001/95/EC European standards are established by European standardisation 
organisations under mandates drawn up by the Commission. 

(4)  Pursuant to Article 4(2) of Directive 2001/95/EC the Commission is to publish the references of such standards. 

(5)  On 29 November 2011 the Commission adopted Decision 2011/786/EU (2) on the safety requirements to be met 
by the European standards for bicycles, bicycles for young children and luggage carriers for bicycles pursuant to 
Directive 2001/95/EC. 

(6)  On 6 September 2012 the Commission issued mandate M/508 to the European standardisation organisations on 
drawing up European standards to address the main risks associated with bicycles, bicycles for young children 
and luggage carriers for bicycles. 

(7)  In response to the Commission's mandate the European Committee for Standardisation adopted a series of new 
standards: EN ISO 4210, parts 1-9 for city and trekking bicycles, mountain bicycles and racing bicycles, and 
standard EN ISO 8098 for bicycles for young children. These replace the previous standards EN 14764:2005, 
EN 14766:2005 and EN 14781:2005. 

(8)  European standard EN ISO 4210, parts 1-9 and European standard EN ISO 8098 fulfil the mandate M/508 and 
comply with the general safety requirement set out in Directive 2001/95/EC. Their references should therefore be 
published in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

(9)  The measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance with the opinion of the Committee established by 
Directive 2001/95/EC, 
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(1) OJ L 11, 15.1.2002, p. 4. 
(2) Commission Decision 2011/786/EU of 29 November 2011 on the safety requirements to be met by European standards for bicycles, 

bicycles for young children, and luggage carriers for bicycles pursuant to Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 319, 2.12.2011, p. 106). 



HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

The references of the following standards shall be published in the C series of the Official Journal of the European Union: 

(a)  EN ISO 4210-1:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 1: ‘Terms and definitions’; 

(b)  EN ISO 4210-2:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 2: ‘Requirements for city and trekking, 
young adult, mountain and racing bicycles’; 

(c)  EN ISO 4210-3:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 3: ‘Common test methods’; 

(d)  EN ISO 4210-4:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 4: ‘Braking test methods’; 

(e)  EN ISO 4210-5:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 5: ‘Steering test methods’; 

(f)  EN ISO 4210-6:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 6: ‘Frame and fork test methods’; 

(g)  EN ISO 4210-7:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 7: ‘Wheels and rims test methods’; 

(h)  EN ISO 4210-8:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 8: ‘Pedal and drive system test methods’; 

(i)  EN ISO 4210-9:2014 ‘Cycles — Safety requirements for bicycles’ — Part 9: ‘Saddles and seat-post methods’; 

(j)  EN ISO 8098:2014 ‘Bicycles for young children’ — ‘Safety requirements and test methods’ 

Article 2 

This Decision shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the 
European Union. 

Done at Brussels, 29 April 2015. 

For the Commission 

The President 
Jean-Claude JUNCKER  

30.4.2015 L 111/31 Official Journal of the European Union EN     



RECOMMENDATIONS 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (EU) 2015/682 

of 29 April 2015 

on the monitoring of the presence of perchlorate in food 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 292 thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  Perchlorate occurs naturally in the environment, in deposits of nitrate and potash, and can be formed in the 
atmosphere and precipitate into soil and groundwater. It also occurs as an environmental contaminant arising 
from the use of nitrate fertilisers and from the manufacture, use and disposal of ammonium perchlorate used in 
rocket propellants, explosives, fireworks, flares and air-bag inflators and in other industrial processes. Perchlorate 
can also be formed during the degradation of sodium hypochlorite used to disinfect water and can contaminate 
the water supply. Water, soil and fertilisers are considered to be potential sources of perchlorate contamination in 
food. 

(2)  The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain (Contam Panel) has 
provided a scientific opinion on the risks for public health related to the presence of perchlorate in food (1). The 
Contam Panel concluded that the chronic dietary exposure to perchlorate is of potential concern, in particular for 
the high consumers in the younger age groups of the population with mild to moderate iodine deficiency. 
Furthermore, it is possible that short-term exposure to perchlorate is of concern for breast-fed infants and young 
children with low iodine intake. 

(3)  The Contam Panel recommended that there is a need for more data on the occurrence of perchlorate in food in 
Europe, especially for vegetables, infant formula, milk and dairy products, to further reduce the uncertainty in the 
risk assessment. High levels have been found in Cucurbitaceae and leaf vegetables especially those grown in 
glasshouse/under cover. There are not sufficient occurrence data on the presence of perchlorate in food in 
particular from food sampled after 1 September 2013. The analysis of perchlorate in drinking water should 
include, if possible, also drinking water not falling under the definition of food as provided for in Regulation (EC) 
No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council (2). Mitigation measures have been put in place 
since 1 September 2013 and the data on perchlorate from samples taken thereafter reflect better the principle ‘as 
low as reasonably achievable’ following good practices (i.e. use of fertilisers containing low levels of perchlorate) 
and the current presence of perchlorate in food. 

(4)  It is therefore appropriate to recommend the monitoring of the presence of perchlorate in food, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Member States should, with the active involvement of food business operators, perform monitoring for the 
presence of perchlorate in food, and particularly in: 

(a)  fruits, vegetables and processed products thereof, including juices; 
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(1) EFSA Contam Panel (EFSA Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain), 2014. Scientific Opinion on the risks to public health related to 
the presence of perchlorate in food, in particular fruits and vegetables. EFSA Journal 2014; 12(10):3869, 106 pp. doi:10.2903/j. 
efsa.2014.3869 

(2) Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and 
requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety 
(OJ L 31, 1.2.2002, p. 1). 



(b)  foods for particular nutritional uses intended for infants and young children as defined in Regulation (EU) 
No 609/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council (1); 

(c)  dried herbs and spices; tea; herbal and fruit infusions; 

(d)  beverages, including drinking water. 

2. In order to ensure that the samples are representative for the sampled lot, Member States should follow the 
sampling procedures laid down in Annex to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1882/2006 (2) for leafy vegetables and 
Part B of the Annex to the Commission Regulation (EC) No 333/2007 (3) for other foods within the scope of Regulation 
(EC) No 333/2007. 

3. The following method of analysis provides reliable results: 

‘Quick Method for the Analysis of Residues of numerous Highly Polar Pesticides in Foods of Plant Origin involving 
Simultaneous Extraction with Methanol and LC-MS/MS Determination (QuPPe-Method) — Version 7.1’ The method can 
be downloaded from: http://www.crl-pesticides.eu/library/docs/srm/meth_QuPPe.pdf 

In addition the article ‘Analysis of Perchlorate in Food Samples of Plant Origin Applying the QuPPe-Method and LC-MS/ 
MS’ should be consulted in which it is reported how to integrate the environmental contaminant perchlorate into the 
abovementioned QuPPe multiresidue method. The article can be downloaded from http://www.analytik-news.de/ 
Fachartikel/Volltext/cvuase2.pdf 

The Limit of Quantification (LOQ) should be targeted not be higher than 2 µg/kg for the analysis of perchlorate in foods 
for infants and young children, 10 µg/kg in other foods and 20 µg/kg in dried herbs, spices, tea and herbal and fruit 
infusions. 

4. Member States with the active involvement of the food business operators, should perform investigations to 
identify the factors resulting in the presence of perchlorate in food. In particular, the analysis of the presence of 
perchlorate in fertiliser, soil, irrigation and processing water is appropriate in situations where these factors are relevant. 

5. Member States should ensure that the analytical results are provided on a regular basis and at the latest by the end 
of February 2016 to EFSA in the EFSA data submission format in line with the requirements of EFSA's Guidance on 
Standard Sample Description (SSD) for Food and Feed (4) and the additional EFSA's specific reporting requirements. 

Done at Brussels, 29 April 2015. 

For the Commission 
Vytenis ANDRIUKAITIS 

Member of the Commission  
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(1) Regulation (EU) No 609/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 June 2013 on food intended for infants and young 
children, food for special medical purposes, and total diet replacement for weight control and repealing Council Directive 92/52/EEC, 
Commission Directives 96/8/EC, 1999/21/EC, 2006/125/EC and 2006/141/EC, Directive 2009/39/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council and Commission Regulations (EC) No 41/2009 and (EC) No 953/2009 (OJ L 181, 29.6.2013, p. 35). 

(2) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1882/2006 of 19 December 2006 laying down methods of sampling and analysis for the official 
control of the levels of nitrates in certain foodstuffs (OJ L 364, 20.12.2006, p. 25). 

(3) Commission Regulation (EC) No 333/2007 of 28 March 2007 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the official control 
of the levels of lead, cadmium, mercury, inorganic tin, 3-MCPD and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in foodstuffs (OJ L 88, 29.3.2007, 
p. 29). 

(4) http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/datex/datexsubmitdata.htm 

http://www.crl-pesticides.eu/library/docs/srm/meth_QuPPe.pdf
http://www.analytik-news.de/Fachartikel/Volltext/cvuase2.pdf
http://www.analytik-news.de/Fachartikel/Volltext/cvuase2.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/datex/datexsubmitdata.htm
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