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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE SITTING OF WEDNESDAY, 19 FEBRUARY 1997
(97/C 85/03)

PART 1

Proceedings of the sitting

IN THE CHAIR: Mrs HOFF
Vice- President

(The sitting opened at 9 a.m.)

1. Approval of Minutes

Mr Corrie had informed the Chair that he had been present the
previous day but that his name was not on the attendance
register.

The following spoke:

— Mr McMahon, who referred to the problem he had raised
at the beginning of the previous day’s sitting (Part I, Item 1)
and asked whether the Chair could give him any clarification
(the President replied that the Commission as a whole decided
which Commissioner would answer which questions); in reply,
Mr McMahon said that he had addressed his question to the
Commissioner responsible for transport, i.e. Mr Kinnock, not
to anyone else and asked whether there had been a mistake, and
if so, whether it had been made by Parliament staff or
Commission staff (the President repeated her previous reply
adding, however, that she would forward his comments to the
Commission);

—  Mr Gutiérrez Dfaz, on Part I, Item 18;

— Mr Cornelissen, who referred to the chaos in northern
Spain caused by the continuing strike by lorry drivers, with a
number of foreign lorries stranded for weeks on end, and asked
the President of Parliament to take action with the Spanish
authorities with a view to resolving the problem, especially
given the fact that the authorities were obliged to guarantee
free movement of goods and people (the President replied that
he was not speaking to the minutes but that she would
nevertheless forward his request to the President of Parlia-
ment);

—  Mr Smith, who raised the same problem as the one raised
by Mr McMahon (the President repeated her previous reply,
adding that she would refer the problem to the Commission
and ask for the questions concerned to be answered personally
by Mr Kinnock).

The Minutes of the previous sitting were approved.

2. Documents received

The President announced that she had received the following
documents:

(a) from the Council, requests for opinions:

— Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing common
rules and procedures to apply to shipments to certain

non-OECD countries of certain types of waste (COM(94)0678
— C4-0048/97 — 95/0029(ACC))

referred to
responsible: ENVI
opinion: RELA, LEGA, DEVE

legal basis: Art. 113 EC

— Draft Council Acts drawing up a Convention on the
service in the Member States of the European Union of judicial
and extrajudicial documents in civil or commercial matters,
and the Protocol on the interpretation, by the Court of Justice
of the European Communities, of the Convention on the
service in the Member States of the European Union of judicial
and extrajudicial documents in civil and commercial matters
(5317/97 — C4-0062/97 — 97/0901(CNS))

referred to
responsible: CIVI
opinion: LEGA

legal basis: Art. K.3(2), K.6(2) TEU

— Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive
93/113/EC concerning the use and marketing of enzymes,
micro-organisms and their preparations in animal nutrition
(COM(96)0715 — C4-0064/97 — 97/0014(CNS))

referred to
responsible: AGRI
opinion: ECON, ENVI

legal basis: Art. 043 EC

— Proposal for a Council Regulation adopting a multiannual
programme to promote international cooperation in the energy
sector — Synergy Programme (Reconsultation) (1160/97 —
C4-0065/97 — 95/0126(CNS))

referred to .

responsible: RTDE

opinion: BUDG, RELA, DEVE

legal basis: Art. 235 EC

— Proposal for a Council Directive on the control of
Pseudomonas solanacearum (Smith) Smith (COM(97)0015 —
C4-0066/97 — 97/0025(CNS))

referred to
responsible: AGRI

legal basis: Art. 043 EC
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— Proposal for a Council Regulation (Euratom, ECSC, EC)
determining the powers and obligations of agents authorized
by the Commission pursuant to Article 18(2) and (3) of
Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 1552/89 (COM(96)0717 —
C4-0067/97 — 97/0016(CNS))

referred to
responsible: CONT

legal basis: Art. 209 EC, Art. 183 Euratom, Art. 078 ECSC,
Art. 008(2) Euratom

— Proposal for a Council Directive on transportable pressure
equipment (COM(96)0674 — C4-0068/97 — 97/0011(SYN))

referred to
responsible: TRAN
opinion: ECON, ENVI

legal basis: Art. 075(1) EC

— Proposal for a Council Decision on the promotion of
sustainable and safe mobility (COM(96)0654 — C4-0069/97 —
96/0306(SYN))

referred to
responsible: TRAN
opinion: BUDG, ECON, RELA, ESOC, REGI, ENVI

legal basis: Art. 075, 084, 129d(3) EC

— Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a European
Monitoring  Centre  for Racism and Xenophobia
(COM(96)0615 — C4-0070/97 — 96/0298(CNS))

referred to
responsible: CIVI
opinion: BUDG

legal basis: Art. 235 EC

— Proposal for a Council Decision authorising Member
States to continue to apply to certain mineral oils, when used
for specific purposes, existing reduced rates of excise duty or
exemptions from excise duty, in accordance with the pro-
cedure provided for in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC
(COM(96)0549 — C4-0071/97 — 96/0263(CNS))

referred to
responsible: ECON
opinion: TRAN

— Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion
of the Framework Agreement for Trade and Cooperation
between the European Community and its Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Korea, of the other part
(COM(96)0141 — C4-0073/97 — 96/0098(CNS))

referred to
responsible: RELA
opinion: FASE, TRAN, committees concerned

legal basis: Art. 073c, 075, 084(2), 113, 235, 228(2) and (3), 1st
subparagraph EC

— Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Deci-
sion 91/116/EEC setting up the European Advisory Committee

on statistical information in the economic and social spheres
(COM(96)0439 — C4-0075/97 — 96/0223(CNS))

referred to
responsible: BUDG
opinion: ECON, ESOC

legal basis: Art. 169 (1994 Treaty of Accession)

(b) Commission:

~ (ba) requests for transfers of appropriations:

— Proposal for the transfer of appropriations No 01/97
between Chapters in Section III — Commission — Part B — of
the General Budget for the European Communities for the
financial year 1997 (SEC(97)0271 — C4-0061/97)

referred to
responsible: BUDG

(bb) the following texts:

— General Report on the activities of the European Union
1996 (C4-0060/97)

referred to: all committees concerned
legal basis: Art. 156 EC, Art. 017 ECSC, Art. 125 Euratom

— Opinion on the European Parliament’s amendments to the
Council’s Common Position concerning the proposal for a
European Parliament and Council Directive amending Council
Directives 90/387/EEC and 92/44/EEC for the purpose of
adaptation to a competitive environment in telecommunica-
tions (COM(97)0032 — C4-0074/97 — 95/0280(COD))

referred to
responsible: ECON
opinion: RTDE, LEGA, TRAN

legal basis: Art. 100a EC

(c) Court of Auditors

— Special Report No 1/97 of the Court of Auditors on the
Commission Decisions of the 10.04.1996 and 20.11.1996, on
the clearance of the accounts 1992 and certain expenditure for
1993 (accompanied by the reply of the Commission) (C4-
0063/97)

referred to
responsible: CONT

3. Topical and urgent debate (objections)

The President announced that pursuant to Rule 47(2), second
subparagraph, she had received the following objections,
tabled and justified in writing, to the list of subjects for the next
debate on topical and urgent subjects of major mportance:
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1. Great Lakes region in Africa

— Motion by the PPE Group to replace this subject with a
new subject ‘Job losses’ comprising motions for resolutions
B4-0103/97 on behalf of the PSE Group and B4-0128/97 on
behalf of the GUE/NGL Group and to make this subject a new
item under subject III. Human rights

The motion was rejected by RCV (PSE):

Members voting: 351
For: 149
Against: 198
Abstentions: 4

III. Human rights

— Motion by the PPE Group to replace the item ‘Mordechai
Vanunu’ with a new item ‘Extradition of Alois Brunner’
comprising motions for resolutions B4-0073/97 on behalf of
the PSE Group and B4-0121/97 on behalf of the GUE/NGL
Group

Mrs d’ Ancona, on behalf of the PSE Group, asked for the item
‘Extradition of Alois Brunner’ not to replace ‘Mordechai
Vanunu’ but to be taken as a new item, and called on the
V Group to withdraw its motion to include a new item ‘Réisin
McAliskey’ (see below) (the President replied, with reference
to Mrs d’Ancona’s first point, that the motion could not be
altered as the deadline for tabling motions had passed).

The motion was rejected by EV (176 for, 179 against,
10 abstentions).

— Motion by the UPE Group to replace the item ‘Chad’ by a
new item ‘indictment of Metropolitan Iakovos by the Istanbul
court’ comprising motions for resolutions B4-0106/97 on
behalf of the UPE Group and B4-0120/97 on behalf of the
GUE/NGL Group

The motion was rejected.

— Motion by the V Group, to add a new item ‘Réisin
McAliskey’ comprising its motion for a resolution B4-0141/97

Mrs McKenna, on behalf of the V Group who, with reference
to the remarks by Mrs d’ Ancona, announced that the V Group
would not withdraw its motion.

The motion was rejected by RCV (V):

Members voting: 366
For: 81
Against: 275
Abstentions: 10

(Mr Skinner, Mrs Carrére d’Encausse, Mrs Schaffner,
Mrs Guinebertiere, Mr Pasty, Mr Donnay, Mr Baggioni,
Mr d’Aboville and Mr Giansily had intended to vote against
and not in favour).

— Motion by the V Group to add a new item ‘disappearance
of refugees in the Mediterranean’ comprising motions for
resolutions B4-0068/97 on behalf of the PSE Group and
B4-0132/97 on behalf of the V Group

The motion was rejected.
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V. Racism and xenophobia

— Motion by the PSE Group to make this subject a new item
in III. “Human rights’ and replace it with a new subject V.
‘Exports of beef to southern Africa’ comprising motions for
resolutions B4-0066/97 on behalf of the PSE Group, B4-
0125/97 on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group and B4-0137/97 on
behalf of the V Group

The motion was rejected by RCV (PSE):

Members voting: 369
For: 172
Against: 196
Abstentions: 1

— Motion by the PPE Group to replace this subject by a new
subject ‘Bulgaria’ comprising its motion for a resolution
B4-0112/97

The motion was rejected by RCV (PSE):

Members voting: 364
For: 159
Against: 201
Abstentions: 4

(Mr D’Andrea had intended to vote in favour, Mrs Zimmer-
mann to vote against, and Mr Berthu to vote in favour and not
abstain).

4. Beef — Veterinary checks — Registration of
bovine animals * (debate)

The next item was a joint debate on three reports:

Mr Papayannakis introduced his report, drawn up on behalf of
the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Con-
sumer Protection, on the proposal for a Council Regulation
regarding the labelling of beef and beef products
(COM(96)0460 — C4-0546/96 — 96/0229(CNS)) (A4-0037/
97).

Mr Olsson introduced his report, drawn up on behalf of the
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer
Protection, on the proposals for: I. a Council Directive laying
down the principles governing the organization of veterinary
checks on products entering the Community from third
countries (COM(96)0170 — C4-0334/96 — 96/0109(CNS))
II. a Council Directive amending Directives 71/118/CEE, 72/
462/EEC, 85/73/EEC, 91/67/EEC, 91/492/EEC, 91/493/EEC,
92/45/EEC and 92/118/EEC as regards the organization of
veterinary checks on products entering the Community from
third countries (COM(96)0170 — C4-0335/96 — 96/
0110(CNS)) (A4-0033/97).

Mr Mayer introduced his report, drawn up on behalf of the
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, on the
proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a system for the
identification and registration of bovine animals
(COM(96)0460 — C4-0545/96 — 96/0228(CNS)) (A4-0022/
97); he also spoke as draftsman of the opinion of the
Committee on Agriculture on proposal COM(96)0460 (A4-
0037/97).
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The following spoke: Mr Kindermann, draftsman of the
opinion for the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment on proposal COM(96)0170 (A4-0033/97), Mr McCartin,
draftsman of the opinion of the Committee on Budgetary
Control, on proposal COM(96)0460 (A4-0022/97), Mr Pa-
payannakis, draftsman of the opinion of the Committee on the
Environment, Public Health and Consumer Protection on
proposal COM(96)0460 (A4-0022/97), Mr Fantuzzi, on behalf
of the PSE Group, Mr Schnellhardt, on behalf of the PPE
Group, Mr Santini, on behalf of the UPE Group, Mr Watson,
on behalf of the ELDR Group, Mr Tamino, on behalf of the
V Group, Mr Vandemeulebroucke, on behalf of the ARE
Group, Mr Belleré, Non-attached Member, Mrs Hardstaff,
Mrs Schierhuber, Mrs Guinebertiére, Mrs Anttila and Mrs Bar-
thet-Mayer.

IN THE CHAIR: Mrs FONTAINE
Vice-President

The following spoke: Mr Graefe zu Baringdorf, Mr Happart,
Mrs Keppelhoff-Wiechert, Mr Hyland, Mr Virrankoski,
Mrs Stirbois, Mr Thomas, Mr Goepel, Mr Whitehead, Mr Cun-
ha, Mr Hallam, Mr Rosado Fernandes, Mr Fischler, Member of
the Commission, Mr Lannoye who put a question to the
Commission, Mr Mayer, rapporteur, Mr Vandemeulebroucke,
who put a question to the Commission, and Mr Olsson,
rapporteur, and Mr Papayannakis, rapporteur, who also put
questions to the Commission which Mr Fischler answered.

The President declared the debate closed.
Vote: Item 13.

5. Official welcome

On behalf of Parliament, the President welcomed members of a
delegation from the Republic of Yemen, led by Mr Mohamed
Abdo Said, chairman of the Finance Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies, who had taken their seats in the official
gallery.

6. Residues of veterinary medicinal products in
foodstuffs * (debate)

Mr Kenneth Collins introduced his report, drawn upon behalf
of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and
Consumer Protection, on the proposal for a Council Regulation
amending Council Regulation (EEC) No 2377/90 laying down
a Community procedure for the establishment of maximum
residue limits of veterinary medicinal products in foodstufts of
animal origin (COM(96)0584 — C4-0683/96 — 96/0279(CNS)
(A4-0035/97).

The following spoke: Mr Bangemann, Member of the Com-
mission, Mr Trakatellis, on behalf of the PPE Group, Mr Ca-
brol, on behalf of the UPE Group, Mr Lannoye, on behalf of
the V Group, Mrs Barthet-Mayer, on behalf of the ARE Group,
Mr Kenneth Collins, rapporteur, and Mr Bangemann.

The President declared the debate closed.

Mr Kenneth Collins asked for the vote on his report to be
postponed to voting time the following day.

The President put this request to the House which gave its
approval..

Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part I, Item 8.

7. Consumer policy (debate)

Mr Whitehead introduced his report, drawn upon behalf of the
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer
Protection, on the communication from the Commission on
priorities for consumer policy (1996-1998) (COM(95)0519 —
C4-0501/95) (A4-0317/96).

As it was now voting time the debate was adjourned to 3 p.m.
(Item 14).

IN THE CHAIR: Mr GIL-ROBLES GIL-DELGADO

President

8. Official welcome

On behalf of Parliament, the President welcomed members of a
delegation from the International Centre for peace in the
Middle East, drawn from the Knesset and the Palestinian
Legislative Council, and Mr Moratinos, European Union
special envoy for the peace process in the Middle East, who
had taken their seats in the official gallery.

VOTING TIME

The following spoke:

— Mr Tamino who noted that Commissioners Santer and
Fischler had made contradictory statements on labelling of
beef and beef products and asked what the Commission’s
official position was;

— Mr Fischler, Member of the Commission, reminded the
House that the Commission favoured compulsory labelling but
believed a transitional period was necessary to achieve all the
conditions necessary for its implementation;

— Mr Evans who commented that Parliament had not
accorded Mr Whitehead the courtesy he deserved when he had
introduced his report in as much as the President of the sitting
had not succeeded in achieving silence in the House;

— Mr Cohn-Bendit, who asked Mr Fischler how long the
transitional period he had referred to would last (the President
cut him off);

— Mrs Fontaine, who had been in the Chair when Mr Whi-
tehead had introduced his report, noted in reply to Mr Evans
that the Chair had granted Mr Whitehead a special favour in
allowing him to introduce his report as it had been voting time
and Members had been taking their seats to vote.
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9. BSE (vote)
Motions for resolutions (B4-0078, 0079, 0080, 0081, 0083,
0084, 0085 and 0096/97)

MOTIONS FOR RESOLUTION B4-0078, 0079, 0080, 0083
and 0096/97:

— joint motion for a resolution tabled by the following
Members:
Green, on behalf of the PSE Group,
Martens, Boge, Viola, Redondo Jiménez, Goepel, Traka-
tellis, Funk, Thyssen, Gillis, on behalf of the PPE Group,
Azzolini, Pasty, Santini, on behalf of the UPE Group,
De Vries, on behalf of the ELDR Group,
Aelvoet, Roth, on behalf of the V Group,

to replace these motions with a new text

Amendment adopted: 1

Amendments rejected: 5; 10; 2 by RCV; 6; 1; 3; 8 by RCV; 9;
11; 125 4

The different parts of the text were adopted in order, para. 7 by
RCV.

The following spoke during the vote:

— M. Hory, before the final vote, invoked Rules 127, 122 and
34 and protested on behalf of the ARE Group that the vote on
the joint motion for a resolution on BSE had taken place before
the vote on the motion of censure (the President cut him off
saying that this matter had been definitively settled on
Monday).

Results of RCVs:
am. 2 (I-EDN):
Members voting: 497
For: 78
Against: 386
Abstentions: 3
am. 8 (ARE):
Members voting: 509
For: 73
Against: 376
Abstentions: 0
para. 7 (PPE):
Members voting: 505
For: 422
Against: 38
Abstentions: 45

Parliament adopted the resolution by RCV (PSE, PPE)

Members voting: 519
For: 422
Against: 49
Abstentions: 48

(Part 11, Item 1).

(Motions for resolutions B4-0081, 0084 and 0085/97 fell).
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10. Aid for transport by rail, road and inland
waterway **II (vote)

Recommandation for 2nd reading by Mr Tamino —
A4-0011/97

COMMON POSITION OF THE COUNCIL C4-0584/96 —
95/0204(SYN):

Amendments rejected: 1; 2
Separate vote: Article 1(2) (V): the text was approved

The President declared the common position approved (Part I,
Item 2).

11. Investor-compensation schemes ***III (vote)
Report by Parliament’s delegation to the Conciliation

Committee (rapporteur: Mr Janssen van Raay — A4-
0047/97)

JOINT TEXT C4-0058/97 — 00/0471(COD)

Parliament approved the joint text (Part I, Item 3).

12. Social protection (vote)
Weiler report — A4-0016/97

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

Amendments adopted: 11 (1st part) (as an addition); 32; 33 by
EV (242 for, 241 against, 4 abstentions); 35 (as an addition); 12
(as an addition); 15; 25 (1st part) by EV (250 for, 231 against, 4
abstentions); 19/rev.; 13, 37 (as an addition); 39; 29; 16

Amendments rejected: 31; 11 (2nd part); 34 by EV (237 for,
261 against, 9 abstentions); 17; 1 by EV (185 for, 279 against,
15 abstentions); 24; 25 (2nd part); 2; 18; 26; 3; 36 by EV (197
for, 274 against, 4 abstentions); 20; 27 (1st part); 28; 4; 21; 22;
38; 5 by EV (211 for, 272 against, 2 abstentions); 6; 7; 10; 30

Amendment withdrawn: 8

Amendments fallen: 9; 27 (2nd part); 14; 23

The different parts of the text were adopted in order, the first
part of para. 12 by EV (292 for, 162 against, 10 abstentions).
The following spoke during the vote:

— the rapporteur, before the vote on ams. 11, 35, 12 and 37,
asked for these ams. to be taken as additions, to which
Mr Pronk, author of the amendments, agreed;

— Mr Wolf, after the vote on am. 15, noted that a request had
been tabled for a split vote on para. 5 (the President replied that

the request had lapsed following the adoption of am. 15);

— the rapporteur, before the vote on am. 5, recommended
that her Group vote in favour of am. 39.
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Split votes:
am. 11 (PSE):

Ist part: up to ‘social risks’

2nd part: remainder

para. 2 (V):

Ist part: up to ‘collective bargaining’
2nd part: remainder

am. 25 (PSE):

1st part: text without the words ‘(as is the case with multilateral
surveillance)’
2nd part: these words

am. 27 (UPE):

Ist part: text without the words ‘and reducing’
2nd part: these words

para. 12 (PSE):

Ist part: up to ‘which can be supported’
2nd part: up to ‘generational contract’
3rd part: remainder

Parliament adopted the resolution by RCV (GUE/NGL,
I-EDN):

Members voting: 495
For: 418
Against: 37
Abstentions: 40

(Part 11, Item 4).

13. Beef — Veterinary checks — Registration of
bovine animals * (vote)

Reports by Mr Papayannakis (A4-0037/97), Mr Olsson
(A4-0033/97) and Mr Mayer (A4-0022/97)

(a) A4-0037/97:

PROPOSAL FOR A REGULATION COM(96)0460 — C4-
0546/96 — 96/0229(CNS):

Amendments adopted: 1 (legal basis); 2; 3 by EV (278 for, 139
against, 0 abstentions); 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11 by EV (286 for,
139 against, 0 abstentions); 12; 13 to 15 collectively; 16; 17; 18
to 21 collectively

Amendments rejected: 22, 23; 24; 25; 27, 28; 29; 30; 32; 31; 34
by EV (195 for, 209 against, 1 abstention); 33

Amendment fallen: 26

The following spoke during the vote:

— the rapporteur, before the vote, pointed out that the
Commission had already agreed to the proposed amendment of
the legal basis (am.1), then spoke on the amendments and
finally asked the Commission to accept the amendments
concerning labelling of beef and beef products while including
a clause establishing a transitional period; Mr Fischler, Mem-
ber of the Commission, proposed returning to this matter at
second reading;

— following the rapporteur’s proposal to take the 3rd indent
of am. 32 as an addition and the request by Mr Schnellhardt,
author of the amendment, for a split vote on this amendment,
the President ruled that the request conflicted with the
rapporteur’s proposal and put the amendment to the vote in its
entirety.

Parliament approved the Commission proposal as amended
(Part 11, Item 5(a)).

— DRAFT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION:

Parliament adopted the legislative resolution (Part I,
Item 5(a)).

(b) A4-0033/97:

I.  PROPOSAL FOR A DIRECTIVE COM(96)0170 — C4-
0334/96 — 96/0109(CNS):

Amendments adopted: 1 (legal basis); 2 to 18 collectively

Parliament approved the Commission proposal as amended

(Part 11, Item 5(b)).

DRAFT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION:

Parliament adopted the legislative resolution (Part II,

Item 5(b)).

II. PROPOSAL FOR A DIRECTIVE COM(96)0170 — C4-
0335/96 — 96/0110(CNS):

Parliament approved the Commission proposal (Part I,

Item 5(b)).

DRAFT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION:

Parliament adopted the legislative resolution (Part II,
Item 5(b)).

Mr Graefe zu Baringdorf spoke on the German version of para.
7 of the joint motion for a resolution on BSE.
(c) A4-0022/97:

PROPOSAL FOR A REGULATION COM(96)0460 — C4-
0545/96 — 96/0228(CNS):

(The text of am. 17 in the report had been incorporated in the
text of am. 16 as tabled for the vote)

Amendments adopted: 2 to 16, 18 to 27 and 29 to 34
collectively

Amendment withdrawn: 35

Amendments not put to the vote (Rule 125(1)(e)): 1, 28
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The following spoke.during the vote:

— the rapporteur reminded the House of his proposal during
that morning’s debate to change the legal basis for the
consultation in his report too, whereby Article 100a EC should
replace Article 43 EC (the President noted these remarks but
said that it could not be changed as no formal request had been
tabled to this effect); Mr Goepel asked for the Commission’s
position on this suggestion; Mr Fischler, Member of the
Commission, announced that he could support this suggestion.

Parliament approved the Commission proposal as amended
(Part 11, Item 5(c)).

DRAFT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION:

Parliament adopted the legislative resolution (Part II,
Item 5(¢)).

The President welcomed Wole Soyinka, laureate of the Nobel
Prize for literature, to the public gallery.

IN THE CHAIR: Mr CAPUCHO

Vice-President

Explanations of vote:

BSE:

— oral: Mr Provan, on behalf of the PPE Group, and Mr Le
Gallou

— in writing: the following Members: Killilea, on behalf of
the UPE Group; Jové Peres, on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group;
Mamére, on behalf of the V Group; Hory, on behalf of the ARE
Group; Pery, Philippe-Armand Martin; Poisson; Cox, Kreissl-
Dorfler; Crowley; Gallagher; Lulling; Schlechter; Pimenta;
Méndez de Vigo;, Ewing; Berthu; Deprez; Souchet; Ferrer;
Valverde Lépez; Wibe, Theorin; Dury,

Tamino recommendation for second reading (A4-0011/97):

— in writing: Mr Donnay

Weiler report (A4-0016/97):

— in writing: the following Members: Caudron; Berthu;
Wolf; Skinner; Elmalan; Carlotti, Rocard; Souchet; Boogerd-
Quaak; Eriksson, Sjostedt, Svensson; Holm, Olsson, Lind-
holm, Gahrton; Kirsten Jensen, Sindal, Iversen, Blak.

Papayannakis report (A4-0037/97):

— in writing: the following Members: Diez de Rivera Icaza;
Schorling, Holm, Lindholm, Gahrton.

Mayer report (A4-0022/97):

— in writing: Schérling, Holm, Lindholm, Gahrton; Wibe,
Theorin.
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Corrections to votes
BSE:

am. 2:
— Mrs Dybkjer had intended to vote against, not abstain

am. 8:

— Mr Fitzsimons had intended to vote against

para. 7:
— Mr Stasi had intended to vote for, not against

— Mrs Haug had intended to vote in favour

text as a whole:

— Mrs Schaffner and Mr Pomés Ruiz had intended to vote
for, not against

— Mr Philippe-Armand Martin and Mrs Poisson had
intended to vote against, not for :

— Mr Hume and Mr Fitzsimons had intended to vote for
Weiler report (A4-0016/97):

text as a whole:
— Mr Posselt had intended to abstain, not vote for

— Mr Barros Moura had intended to vote for
END OF VOTING TIME

(The sitting was suspended at 1.20 and resumed at 3 p.m.)

IN THE CHAIR: Mr ANASTASSOPOULOS
Vice-President

14. Consumer policy (continuation of debate)

The following spoke in the. continuation of the debate:
Mr Afioveros Trias de Bes, draftsman of the opinion of the
Committee on Legal Affairs, Mrs Kuhn, on behalf of the PSE
Group, Mrs Oomen-Ruijten, on behalf of the PPE Group,
Mrs Riis-Jgrgensen, on behalf of the ELDR Group, Mrs Gon-
zélez Alvarez, on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group, Mrs Hautala,
on behalf of the V Group, Mrs Sandbak, on behalf of the
I-EDN Group, Mr Garosci, on behalf of the UPE Group,
Mr Musumeci, Non-attached Member, Mrs Malone, Mrs Jack-
son, Mr Alavanos, Mr Blokland, Mr Schiedermeier, on a
problem concerning the German interpreting, Mr Pimenta,
Mrs Bonino, Member of the Commission, Mr Whitehead,
rapporteur, who put questions to the Commission, Mrs Kuhn
on the Commission’s remarks, and Mrs Bonino who answered
the rapporteur’s questions.

The President closed the debate.

Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part I, Item 10.
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IN THE CHAIR: Mrs SCHLEICHER
Vice-President

15. Green Paper on financial services (debate)

Mrs Marinucci introduced her report, drawn up on behalf of the
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer
Protection, on the Commission Green Paper on financial
services: meeting consumers’ expectations (COM(96)0209 —
C4-0339/96) (A4-0048/97).

The following spoke: Mrs Kestelijn-Sierens, draftsman of the
opinion of the Committee on Economic Affairs, who also
spoke on behalf of the ELDR Group, Mr Florio, draftsman of
the opinion of the Committee on Legal Affairs, Mr Whitehead,
on behalf of the PSE Group, Mrs Oomen-Ruijten, on behalf of
the PPE Group, Mr Alavanos, on behalf of the GUE/NGL
Group, Mr Howitt, Mr Monti, Member of the Commission,
Mrs Oomen-Ruijten, Mrs Marinucci and Mr Monti.

The President closed the debate.

Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part I, Item 11,

16. Union policy towards Algeria (statement with
debate)

Mr Patijn, President-in-Office of the Council, made a state-
ment on the Union’s policy towards Algeria.

The following spoke: Mr Wiersma, on behalf of the PSE
Group, Mr von Habsburg, on behalf of the PPE Group,
Mrs Guinebertiére, on behalf of the UPE Group, Mrs André-
Léonard, on behalf of the ELDR Group, Mrs Moreau, on behalf
of the GUE/NGL Group, Mr Cohn-Bendit, on behalf of the
V Group, Mr Pradier, on behalf of the ARE Group, Mr Sou-
chet, on behalf of the I-EDN Group, Mr Antony, Non-attached
Member, Mr Newens, Mr Hernandez Mollar, Mr Carnero
Gonzélez, Mr Stasi, Mrs Izquierdo Rojo and Mr Patijn.

The President announced that she had received motions for
resolutions pursuant to Rule 37(2) from the following Mem-
bers:

— André-Léonard and Spaak, on behalf of the ELDR Group,
on the situation in Algeria (B4-0061/97);

— Colajanni, Titley, Fouque and Napoletano, on behalf of the
PSE Group, on the situation in Algeria (B4-0067/97);

— Saint-Pierre, Hory and Gonzélez Trivifio, on behalf of the
ARE Group, on the situation in Algeria (B4-0086/97);

— Cohn-Bendit and Aelvoet, on behalf of the V Group, on
the Union’s policy on Algeria (B4-0097/97);

— Piquet, Carnero Gonzilez, Manisco, Pettinari, Miranda
and Ephremidis, on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group, on the
situation in Algeria (B4-0145/97);

— von Habsburg, Hernandez Mollar, Fabra Vallés and De
Melo, on behalf of the PPE Group, on Algeria (B4-0146/97)

The President closed the debate.

Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part I, Item 12.

IN THE CHAIR: Mr MARINHO

Vice-President

17. Question Time (to the Council)

Parliament considered a number of questions to the Council
(B4-0001/97).

Question 1 by Mr David: Police treatment of Sonia Esmeralda
Gomez Guevara and Carmen Velasquez

Mr Patijn, President-in-Office of the Council, answered the
question and a supplementary by Mr David.

Question 2 by Mr Camisén Asensio: Multilingual computer-
ized services

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mr Camisén Asensio.

Question 3 by Mr Papayannakis: Convergence criteria and
defence spending

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mr Papayannakis.

Question 4 by Mrs McIntosh: European Union measures to
combat paedophilia

Mr Patijn answered the question and supplementaries by
Mrs MclIntosh and Sir Jack Stewart-Clark.

Question 5 by Mrs Lambraki: Funding Community action to
deal with exceptional circumstances

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mrs Lambraki.

Question 6 by Mr Caccavale lapsed as its author was absent.

Question 7 by Mr Sjostedt: The consequences for Norway and
Iceland of integrating Schengen

Mr Patijn answered the question and supplementaries by
Mr Sjostedt, Mr Posselt and Mr Lindqvist.

Question 8 by Mr Watts lapsed as its author was absent.

Question 9 by Mr Medina Ortega: Design of the ‘Euro’
banknote

Question 10 by Mr Holm: Composition of the euro coin

Mr Patijn answered the questions and supplementaries by
Mr Medina Ortega and Mr Holm.

Question 11 by Mr Kaklamanis: Threats by Mrs Ciller against
a Member State

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mr Kaklamanis.
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Question 12 by Mr Torres Couto lapsed as its author was
absent.

Question 13 by Mr Megahy: Age limits in recruitment to EU
institutions: advertisements in Ireland

Question 14 by Mr Crowley: Discriminatory age limits

Mr Patijn answered the questions and supplementaries by
Mr Megahy, Mr Crowley, Mr Smith and Mr Seal.

Question 15 by Mr Theonas: Turkish threats over installation
of missiles on Cyprus

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mr Theonas.

Question 16 by Mr Lomas: Hostages in Kashmir

Mr Patijn answered the question and supplementaries by
Mr Lomas and Mr Truscott.

Question 17 by Sir Jack Stewart-Clark: Role of the EMCDDA
in the Dutch presidency’s work programme

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by Sir
Jack Stewart-Clark.

Question 18 by Mr Sindal: Ratification of Europe Agreements

Mr Patijn answered the question and supplementaries by
Mr Sindal and Mr Cars.

Question 19 by Mr Andersson: Initiatives to curb demand for
drugs

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mr Andersson.

Question 20 by Mrs Ahern: Prior notice of radioactive
shipments to en-route countries

Mr Patijn answered the question and a supplementary by
Mrs Ahern.

Mr Posselt criticised the quality of the Council’s reply to his
supplementary to question 7.

Question 21 by Mr Morris lapsed as its author was absent.

Question 22 by Mr Smith: Nuclear reprocessing plants and
leukaemia

Mr Patijn answered the question and supplementaries by
Mr Smith and Mrs Ahern.

The President announced that questions 23 to 43 would receive
written answers.

The President closed Question Time.

(The sitting was suspended at 7.15 and resumed at 9 p.m.)

Wednesday, 19 February 1997

IN THE CHAIR: Mr DAVID W. MARTIN
Vice-President

18. Consumer credit ***I (debate)

The next item was a joint debate on two reports drawn up on
behalf of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Citizens’ Rights.

Mrs Mosiek-Urbahn introduced her report on the proposal for a
European Parliament and Council Directive amending Direc-
tive 87/102/EEC (as amended by Directive 90/88/EEC) relat-
ing to the approximation of the laws, regulations and adminis-
trative provisions of the Member States concerning consumer
credit (COM(96)0079 — C4-0243/96 — 96/0055(COD)) (A4-
0345/96).

Mr Caccavale introduced his report on the Commission report
on the operation of Directive 87/102/EEC for the approxima-
tion of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of
the Member States concerning consumer credit (COM
(95)0117 — C4-0185/95) (A4-0010/97).

The following spoke: Mrs Kuhn, draftsman of the opinion of
the Committee on the Environment on COM(95)0117 (Caccav-
ale report), Mr Afnoveros Trias de Bes, on behalf of the PPE
Group, Mrs Thors, on behalf of the ELDR Group, Mr Ullmann,
on behalf of the V Group, Mrs Oddy, and Mrs Bonino, Member
of the Commission.

The President closed the debate.

Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part 1, Item 4.

19. Recognition of diplomas ***I (debate)

Mrs Gebhardt introduced her report, drawn up on behalf of the
Committee on Legal Affairs and Citizens’ Rights, on the
proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive
establishing a mechanism for the recognition of qualifications
in respect of the professional activities covered by the Direc-
tives on liberalization and transitional measures and supple-
menting the general systems for the recognition of qualifica-
tions (COM(96)0022 — C4-0123/96 — 96/0031(COD)) (A4-
0003/97).

The following spoke: Mrs Heinisch, on behalf of the PPE
Group, Mrs Van Bladel, on behalf of the UPE Group,
Mrs Ryyninen, on behalf of the ELDR Group, Mrs Zimmer-
mann and Mr Monti, Member of the Commission.

The President closed the debate.

Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part I, Item 6.

20. Staff Regulations (equal treatment of men
and women) * (debate)

Mrs Lindholm introduced her report, drawn up on behalf of the
Committee on Legal Affairs and Citizens’ Rights, on the
amended proposal for a Council Regulation (Euratom, ECSC,
EEC) amending the Staff Regulations of Officials and Condi-
tions of Employment of Other Servants of the European
Communities in respect of equal treatment of men and women
(COM(96)0077 — C4-0565/96 — 00/0904(CNS)) (A4-0046/
97).
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The following spoke: Mrs Sornosa Martinez, draftsman of the
opinion of the Committee on Women’s Rights, Mrs Zimmer-
mann, on behalf of the PSE Group, Mr Carlo Casini, on behalf
of the PPE Group, Mrs Thors, on behalf of the ELDR Group,
and Mrs Sierra Gonzalez, on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group.

IN THE CHAIR: Mr HAARDER
Vice-President

The following spoke: Mr Ullmann, on behalf of the V Group,
Mr Hory, on behalf of the ARE Group, Mr Fabre-Aubrespy, on
behalf of the I-EDN Group, Mr Falconer, Mr Pex, Mrs Eriks-
son, Mrs Gebhardt, Mr Liikanen, Member of the Commission,
and Mr Pex who put questions to the Commission which
Mr Liikanen answered.

The President closed the debate.
Vote: Minutes of 20.2.1997, Part I, Item 9.

21. Agenda for next sitting

The President announced the following agenda for the sitting
of Thursday 20 February 1997:

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3 to 8 p.m.:

10 a.m. to 12 noon

— Read report on ONP and universal service for telecommu-
nications ***1

Enrico VINCI
Secretary-General

— joint debate on two recommendations for second reading
(W.G. van Velzen and Hoppenstedt) on telecommunica-
tions — satellite personal communication services ***II

12 noon

— voting time

3t 6pm.
— vote on motion of censure

— topical and urgent debate

6to8pm.

— Baldi report on proceedings of the ACP/EU Joint Assem-
bly in 1996

— McGowan report on development cooperation policy

— Fassa report on humanitarian aid, rehabilitation and devel-
opment

(The sitting closed at 11 p.m.)

Anténio CAPUCHO
Vice-President
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PART 1I

Texts adopted by the European Parliament

1. BSE

B4-0078, 0079, 0080, 0083 and 0096/97

Resolution on the results of the Temporary Committee of Inquiry into BSE

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Treaty establiéhing the European Community and in particular Article 138¢
thereof,

— having regard to the Decision of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission of
19 April 1995 on the detailed provisions governing the exercise of the European Parliament’s right of

inquiry (%),
— having regard to Rules 37, 40 and 136 of its Rules of Procedure,

— having regard to the report of the Temporary Committee of Inquiry into Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy (BSE) (A4-0020/97),

A. whereas the measures to eradicate the BSE epidemic have led to a fundamental debate on the safety of
foodstuffs, consumer protection and public health policy in the EU,

B. whereas full clarification of all aspects of consumer protection and complete transparency of the
decisions taken by both the EU and the Member States on BSE is necessary to restore consumer
confidence and stabilize the beef market in the EU,

C. regretting the fact that no Council representatives were present for its plenary debate on the results of
the activities of the Temporary Committee of Inquiry into BSE,

1.  Endorses the report of the Temporary Committee of Inquiry and insists that the Commission, the
Council and the governments of the Member States take appropriate measures to implement its
recommendations;

2. Condemns the behaviour of the UK Government and its mismanagement of the BSE crisis and
deplores the refusal of its Minister for Agriculture to attend and give evidence to the committee, despite
the agreement of all Member States to cooperate fully with the work of the committee;

3. Denounces the tacit support given by the Council to the UK Government's lack of action and
transparency,

4. Recognizes that lack of transparency and manipulation of the committees dealing with veterinary
and health issues were a major contributory factor to the crisis;

5. Inview of the results of the inquisy, which make clear the responsibility of the Commission, calls on
the Commission to take urgent and effective action to give effect to the report's recommendations;

6. Calls on the Commission to follow up the recommendations in the report of the Committee of
Inquiry into BSE and to implement without delay the legislative, organizational and personnel measures
therein, and to draw up a report for the European Parliament;

() OJL 113, 19.5.1995, p. 2.
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7. Instructs its President, on the basis of Rule 136 (11) of its Rules of Procedure, to instruct its
competent committee or committees responsible for each aspect to verify the actions taken by the
Commission on the recommendations of the Committee of Inquiry and to submit to Parliament a report on
this subject; if the recommendations have not been carried out within a reasonable deadline and in any
event by November 1997, a motion of censure pursuant to Article 144 of the Treaty and Rule 34 of the
Rules of Procedure will then be tabled;

8.  Calls for reconsideration of the abovementioned Decision of 19 April 1995 with a view to including
in it a sanction mechanism for Member States or institutions refusing to cooperate in the work of an
inquiry;

9.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution and the full report of the Temporary Committee of
Inquiry to the Council, the Intergovernmental Conference, the Commission and the governments and
parliaments of the Member States.

2. Aids for transport by rail, road and inland waterway **II
A4-0011/97

Decision on the common position established by the Council with a view to the adoption of a Council
Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No 1107/70 on the granting of aids for transport by rail,
road and inland waterway (C4-0584/96 — 95/0204(SYN))

(Cooperation procedure: second reading)

The European Parliament,
— having regard to the common position of the Council, C4-0584/96 — 95/0204(SYN),

— having regard to its opinion at first reading (") on the Commission proposal to the Council,
COM(95)0377 (%),

— having regard to the amended Commission proposal, COM(96)0381 (%),

— having been consulted by the Council pursuant to Article 189c of the EC Treaty,

— having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure,

— having regard to the recommendation for second reading of the Committee on Transport and Tourism
(A4-0011/97),

1. Approves the common position;

2. Instructs its President to forward this decision to the Council and Commission.

0J C 78, 18.3.1996, p. 24.
0J C 253, 29.9.1995, p. 22.
0J C 273, 19.9.1996, p. 9.

Q]
Q)
(

3
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3. Investor-compensation schemes ***III
A4-0047/97

Decision on the joint text approved by the Conciliation Committee for a European Parliament and
Council Directive on Investor Compensation Schemes (C4-0058/97 — 00/0471(COD))

(Codecision procedure: third reading)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the joint text approved by the Conciliation Committee, C4-0058/97 — 00/
0471(COD),

— having regard to its opinion at first reading (') on the Commission proposal to Parliament and the
Council, COM(93)0381 (%),

— having regard to its decision on the common position (%),

— having regard to the Commission’s opinion on Parliament’s amendments to the common position
(COM(96)0169 — C4-0279/96),

— having regard to Article 189b(5) of the EC Treaty,
— having regard to Rule 77(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

— having regard to the report of its delegation to the Conciliation Committee (A4-0047/97),

1. Approves the joint text;

2. Instructs its President to sign the act with the President of the Council, pursuant to Article 191(1) of
the EC Treaty;

3. Instructs its Secretary-General to duly sign the act and, in agreement with the Secretary-General of
the Council, to have it published in the Official Journal;

4. Instructs its President to forward this decision to the Council and Commission.

() OJC 128, 9.5.1994, p. 85.
() 0IC321,27.11.1993, p. 15.
() OJC 96, 1.4.1996, p. 28.

4. Social protection
A4-0016/97

Resolution on the Commission Communication — The Future of Social Protection: A Framework
for a European Debate and the report from the Commission on social protection in Europe 1995
(COM(95)0466 — C4-0524/95 and COM(95)0457 — C4-0518/95)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to Articles 2, 3, 117, 118 of the Treaty establishing the European Community,

— having regard to the Agreement on social policy concluded between the Member States of the
European Community with the exception of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, particularly Articles 1 and 2 thereof,

— having regard to the Commission’s Communication on The Future of Social Protection: A Framework

for a European Debate (COM(95)0466 — C4-0524/95) and its report on social protection in Europe
1995 (COM(95)0457 — C4-0518/95),
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having regard to the motion for a resolution by Mr Ferri on social security provision in the
Community (B4-0458/94),

having regard to Council Recommendation 92/441/EEC of 24 June 1992 on common criteria
concerning sufficient resources and social assistance in social protection systems and Council
Recommendation 92/442/EEC of 27 July 1992 on the convergence of social protection objectives and
policies (1),

having regard to its resolutions of 13 July 1995 on a coherent employment strategy for the European
Union (), of 29 November 1995 on the Commission’s Annual Report ‘Employment in Europe —
1995’ (®) and of 16 January 1996 on the Medium-Term Social Action Programme 1995 to 1997 (%),

having regard to the report of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs and the opinions of
the Committee on Budgets and the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and Industrial
Policy (A4-0016/97),

whereas the European model for social protection based on solidarity is crucial for maintaining social
peace; whereas these systems are in need of reform, but whereas this reform must not undermine the
fundamental principles on which they are based, above all the principle of social solidarity,

whereas social protection systems are viewed too often as burdens on European economies when they
should be seen as invaluable assets and essential cornerstones of the European social model,

whereas social protection systems help to establish social consensus which is an important
precondition for sustainable economic development,

whereas social protection systems underpin the principle of social citizenship which guarantees
recognition and integration for employed and self-employed workers and helps to combat social
exclusion which is a negation of this principle,

whereas social protection at European level denotes all collective systems for the transfer of payments
which make use of solidarity to provide cover against social risks,

whereas the first priority for the reform of social protection systems must be to make these as
employment-friendly as possible not least because high unemployment is the principal reason why
social protection systems are under such financial strain,

whereas Article 117 of the EC Treaty provides for harmonization of standards of living and the
working conditions of workers ‘while the improvement is being maintained’,

whereas the European model of social protection forms part of a broader package of policies which
should be examined in the light of the new conditions on the international economic and political
stage, and, in particular, the challenges represented by the internationalization of the world market and
the demand for a high level of competitiveness,

whereas the current crisis in social protection systems is due in large measure to the inadequacy of
financial resources and to structural problems in the Member States’ social protection systems,

whereas the problems facing social protection systems are joint challenges facing Member States and
the European Union and should, therefore, be tackled jointly by the Member States and the
Community with a view to obviating problems for workers who wish to take advantage of their right
to freedom of movement within the internal market; whereas the European Union already has
important competencies in this area not least because it is responsible for ensuring freedom of
movement and freedom to provide services,

(O]
A
¢
¢

OJ L 245, 26.8.1992, p. 46 and p. 49.
0OJ C 249 of 25.9.95, p. 143.

0OJ C 339, 18.12.1995, p. 28.

0OJ C 32, 5.2.1996, p. 24.
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1.  Welcomes the Commission’s Communication as a constructive contribution to the debate on the
reform of European social protection systems and, given the need for an in-depth analysis of these
systems, agrees entirely with the Commission that that debate should be organized at European level;

2. Considers that the term social protection must be understood to cover not only social security, i.e.
collectively provided security but also social protection provided by government as well as schemes
resulting from collective bargaining and private contributions;

3. Takes the view, however, that the European Union’s role in the field of social protection should be
more active, taking account of the differences between social security systems in each of the Member
States, and include actions in this area jointly organized with Member States, the non-governmental
organizations socially active within them and welfare associations, for example in the form of a committee
of inquiry or a temporary committee or a steering committee; considers that the Council’s abovemen-
tioned recommendations of 1992 on the convergence of social protection objectives and policies and on
common criteria concerning sufficient resources and social assistance in social protection systems should
be assimilated into the policy of the Member States and further developed through Community
instruments;

4.  Believes, therefore, while respecting Member States’ prerogatives in the organization and delivery
of social protection benefits, that the European Union should seek: to ensure that Member States respect
the commitment to a ‘high level of ... social protection’ as set out in Article 2 of the Treaty; to assist in the
gradual convergence of Member State social protection systems by devising a number of minimum social
convergence criteria not least as a means of preventing harmful competition within the single market
based on erosion of social protection; to help to define a consensus in the reform of social protection
systems so that these systems are better adapted to present economic and social realities; and to improve
coordination between national social protection systems in order to remove existing barriers to free
movement;

5.  Takes the view, therefore, that the role of the European Union in the field of social protection is to
ensure that bases for entitlement are brought into line;

6.  Believes that the Union should have the proper instruments to carry out the above tasks and points to
the urgent need for the IGC to incorporate the Social Protocol into the body of the Treaty and for qualified
majority voting to be applied to matters connected with that Protocol;

7. Considers that conferring a social dimension on EMU and monitoring the adverse effects on social
protection of reduced spending policies imposed by the convergence criteria, as well as the pressures
placed on the financing of social security systems, are prerequisites for safeguarding the European social
protection model in the future;

8.  Is convinced that social security systems must be geared to the new needs of the labour market and
expanded, as otherwise the people concerned will not be prepared to replace the security of the benefits
linked to traditional standard working conditions with the insecurity and lower level of protection
associated with ‘atypical’ work; observes that atypical employment and the associated inadequate social
security currently apply mainly to women; expects the adoption of the Directive on atypical work, which is
overdue, to provide for the required social security and appropriate flexibility on the labour market; calls
on the Commission to make proposals as to how social security and social protection of workers can be
ensured in connection with ‘atypical’ employment contracts;

9. Believes that certain elements in social protection can be made more employment-friendly when
used in alliance with active labour market policies by: treating transfer payments not just as a possible
source of income for the recipient but also as a social investment to promote the employment and
education potential of the individual; bringing benefit, employment and training agencies closer together;
increasing incentives for employers to assist in training, retraining and offering work experience;
removing the stigma of unemployment by making these opportunities also available to those in work
(sabbaticals, retraining credits, new work experience);
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10.  Recalls the importance of incentives for training and life-long learning while on benefit rather than
just unemployment assistance with no training;

11.  Welcomes the trend to reduce employer and employee contributions particularly with respect to the
lower-paid but believes that Member States must look seriously at diversifying their sources of financing,
s0 as to ensure that social security can be financed, not least by moving tax burdens away from the labour
factor to other factors such as environmentally damaging energy consumption; this could be achieved, for
example, by a carbon dioxide tax; another possibility would be a tax on economic activities; recalls the
suggestion in the White Paper on Growth, Competitivity and Employment that a European framework
should be developed for this;

12.  Points out that a rising employment rate would do much to stabilize social security systems
financially;

13.  Believes that if Member States encourage citizens to make their own supplementary provisions to
cover social risks, they should at the same time examine the effects on the level of social protection and
ensure that this does not not lead to the creation of different levels of social protection and undermine the
established system of solidarity; considers moreover that the principle of solidarity should remain the
basis of social security and that the general system must be safeguarded and — where necessary —
improved, and in this context considers that the retention and — where necessary — expansion of the
general pension system should be central and that the development of supplementary pension schemes
must not be used to justify cuts in and erosion of the general pension system; warns also against
privatization of social risks, particularly in the field of health care; looks forward to national and European
measures to increase young people’s awareness of the value of systems based on solidarity, particularly
social security for the elderly;

14.  Believes that lower unemployment and higher employee contributions will increase revenue from
contributions to social security schemes and help relieve the financial strain currently facing pay-
as-you-go state pension systems; notes that there is a trend in Member States to encourage supplementary
provision based on prefunded schemes, a development which can be supported but not if used to justify
cuts and downgrading of state pension systems or replacing the existing schemes with capital cover
procedures, because this would impose a double burden on the present generation of employees, since
they would have to pay contributions both to accumulate their own pension entitlements and to fulfil the
generational contract; urges that social protection systems take account of new forms of social risk arising
from these demographic trends, in particular long-term care of the elderly; points out that society must
recognize the advantages of using the knowledge and experience of the elderly and must provide the right
parameters for this;

15.  Points out that changes in family structures are an important trend, as is ageing, and reiterates its
longstanding view that social protection needs to move to independent systems for men and women if it is
to take adequate account of these trends, but that it is necessary at the same time to protect the family;

16.  Acknowledges that freedom of movement of persons is one of the fundamental economic and
social goals of the European Union; believes that there exists real demand among European citizens to
exercise their rights to free movement but that the fulfillment of this wish is often hampered, not least
because of barriers created by inadequate coordination and convergence between national social
protection systems which can help to protect certain areas of the labour market fro