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Amendments to the Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulations (EEC)
No 816/70 and (EEC) No 817/70 taking into account the Council resolution of
21 April 1975 concerning new guidelines designed to balance the market in table wines

(Modification by virtue of Article 149, second subparagraph of the Treaty)

A. Adjustments and additions to the preambles to
the Proposal for a Regulation amending
Regulations (EEC) No 816/70 and, (EEC) No
817/70 taking into account the amendments to
certain provisions of this Proposal.

— The text of the sixth preamble is replaced by
the following:

‘Whereas the private storage aid system
provides in particular for the conclusion of
short- and long-term storage contracts;
whereas it is necessary, in order to improve
the effectiveness of available storage, to
extend this system to cover must and
concentrated must; whereas provision should
be made for decisions to grant aid for the
disposal of must intended for the manufacture
of grape: juice and concentrated must and for
certain alcoholic beverages in order to relieve
the wine market at a decisive juncture in the
formation of producer prices; whereas this
makes it necessary to extend to grape must the
Community provisions concerning trade with
non-member countries and in particular to fix
a reference price for it;’

— The following is added to the text of the
seventh preamble:

“Whereas, moreover, it appears advisable to
make provision for deciding on preventive
distillation, and in certain cases, obligatory
preventive distillation at low prices, if there
are large quantities of wine on the market at
the beginning of the marketing year;’

— The following is inserted after the seventh
preamble:

“Whereas Article 8 of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 provides that imports into ' the
Community of any of the products listed in
Article 1 (2) shall be made conditional on the
submission of an import licence; whereas
experience has shown that for certain
products, the transactions relate to small
quantities; whereas it appears advisable, in
order to simplify administrative procedures,
that such transactions should be exempt from
the requirement to submit an import licence;’

— The text of the twelfth preamble is deleted.

— The following preamble is inserted after the

thirteenth preamble:

‘Whereas the minimum natural alcoholic
strength of the products from which table
wines ate made, is of importance in the
assessment of their maturity and can therefore
serve as an index of the quality of such wines;
whereas with the aim of improving the quality
level of table wines it is important to increase
the minimum natural alcoholic strength in the
various wine-growing zones; whereas for the
same purpose it is advisable to slightly reduce
enrichment provisions for the southern part of
wine-growing zone Aj;’

In the fifteenth preamble the last two
sentences are deleted.

The following is added to the text of the
sixteenth preamble:

‘... whereas experience has shown that a wine
suitable for yielding table wines should not as
a rule be placed on the market, so as to
prevent enrichment taking place after the
wine-making stage;’

The following preamble is inserted after the
sixteenth preamble:

“Whereas wines produced from table grapes
not marketed as such are often of inadequate
quality; whereas it is thus advisable to
prohibit the use of these grapes in the making
of table wines while at the same time
permitting their use for other purposes;’

The following preambles are inserted after the
eighteenth preamble:

‘Whereas it is advisable to make the
importation of all products in the wine sector
conditional upon certain requirements as to
the manner of their production and as to their
composition and upon the production of
official documents facilitating their identifica-
tion;

Whereas the Community market should not
be deprived of certain wines originating in
non-member countries, particularly those with
a total alcoholic strength exceeding 15° which
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do not correspond to the definition of liqueur C. The Article in the Proposal for amplifying Article

wine, and of those corresponding to the
definition of liqueur wine but which do not
attain the total prescribed alcoholic strength;
whereas a legal basis should therefore be
found to enable provisions authorizing the
importation of such wines to be adopted;
whereas experience has shown the need to
establish a  definition of must with
fermentation arrested by the addition of
alcohol and to alter the relevant provisions
accordingly;’

— The following is inserted in the twenty-third
preamble:

‘... whereas it has proved necessary to ensure
uniformity of control and protection for table
wines designated by the name of the area
where they are produced;’

. Article 2 of the Proposal - for amplifying
Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by the
following:

The following Article is inserted in Regulation
(EEC) No 816/70:

‘Article 2a

1. A price shall be fixed annually, before 1
August, for the withdrawal of wine for the
purpose of preventive distillation and compulsory
preventive distillation (hereinafter called the
“withdrawal price”) and shall apply to new wine
still in fermentation, to wine suitable for yielding
table wine and to table wine.

2. The withdrawal price shall be valid from 16
December of the year in which it is fixed until 15
December of the following year. It shall be
expressed in  units of  account per
degree/hectolitre.

3. It shall be fixed at between 50 and 60 % of
the guide price for the type of table wine having
the lowest such price, valid for the period in
question, and shall:

— take account of the desirability of balancing
the market from the start of the wine-growing
year in the event of their being large stocks at
the start of the said year,

— be such that the balance of the market in ethyl
alcohol is not adversely effected and that the
production of wine of inadequate quality is
not encouraged.

4.  The price referred to in this Article shall be
fixed in accordance with the procedure laid down
in Article 43 (2) of the Treaty.’

4 of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by
the following:

The text of Article 4 of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 is replaced by the following:

‘Article 4

1. For each type of wine for which a guide
price is fixed, the Commission shall, on the basis

“of all the facts available to it, fix each week and

publish in Section C of the Official Journal:

— an average producer price (hereinafter called
the “average price”) for each representative
market for the type of wine in quéstion, and

— a Community weighted average, being for each
type of table wine the average of the average
prices, weighted by quantities marketed, on
each representative market.

2. Member States shall supply to the
Commission all relevant information for fixing
the prices referred to in paragraph 1, and in
particular the producer prices recorded on the
representative markets for each type of table wine
and the quantities to which they relate.

3. Detailed rules for the application of this
Article including the list of representative markets
and the methods of recording prices shall be
adopted in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 7 of Regulation No 24.

. The Article of the Proposal for amending Article

5 of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by
the following:

The text of Article 5 of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 is replaced by the following:

‘Article 5

1. There is hereby instituted a system of aid for
the private storage of table wine and grape must.

2.  The granting of private storage aid shall be
subject to the conclusion with the intervention
agencies, on terms and conditions to be
determined, of one of the following types of
storage contracts: ‘
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— contracts valid for a period of three months,
" hereinafter called “short-term contracts’; ’

— contracts valid for a period of nine months,
concluded between 16 December and 15
February of the following year, hereinafter
called “long-term contracts™;

3. Short-term contracts may be entered into in
respect of a given type of table wine if during the
wine-growing yvear the Community weighted
average price for that type of wine remains for
two consecutive weeks less than the activating
price. They may no longer be entered into when
for two consecutive weeks the weighted average
price for that type of wine remains equal to or
higher than the activating price. If the state of the
market so requires, a decision may be taken to
permit the conclusion of short-term contracts in
respect of table wines of a type other than that
referred to in the preceding subparagraph, where
such table wines stand in close economic
relationship with the latter type. Short-term
contracts may no longer be entered into in respect
of these wines when they may no longer be
entered into in respect of the type of table wine
with which they stand in close economic
relationship. ‘

4. Independently of the provisions of
paragraph 3, short-term contracts may be entered
into in respect of a given wine-growing zone or
part of a wine-growing zone if in such zone or
part, in particular owing to an exceptionally
abundant harvest, an ithbalance appears at the
beginning of the wine-growing year between the

quantities available and the quantities that can be
sold.

5. Long-term contracts may be entered into in
respect of certain types of table wine to be
specified if the forward estimates for a
wine-growing year show that the quantity of such
wines available at the beginning of that year
exceeds total foreseeable requirements for that
year by more than four months’ consumption.

6. Where it is permissible to enter into storage
contracts for a type of table wine, it shall be
permissible to enter into short-term contracts for
grape must and concentrated grape must. It shall
be permissible to renew such contracts up to the
beginning of the following marketing year even if
it is no longer permissible to conclude storage
contracts for a type of table wine.

7. Where and for such time as long-term

““‘contracts may be entered into under paragraph 5

no recourse may be had to the provisions of
paragraphs 3 or 4.

8.  Permission to enter into storage contracts as
provided for in paragraphs 3 (second sentence), 4,
5 and 6 shall be decided upon in accordance with
the procedure laid down in Article 7 of
Regulation No 24.

The same procedure shall be followed:

(a) for deciding, if justified by the development of
the market situation and in particular by the
rate of conclusion of storage contracts, that
lohg-term contracts may no longer be entered
into even before 15 February;

(b) for adopting other detailed rules for the
application of this Article. '

v

The Commission shall decide whether storage
contracts may be entered into as provided for in
paragraph 3 (first sentence) and whether they may
no longer be entered into as provided for in
paragraph 3 (second sentence).’

. Paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the Proposal for

amending Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is deleted.

Article 7 of the Proposal for amplifying

Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by the

following:
‘Article 6 (b)

1. Where, between 1 and 31 July, the following
conditions are fulfilled:

— the Community weighted average price for
any three types of wine together representing
more than half of Community production
remains for two consecutive weeks at a level
below 90 % of their respective activating
prices,

— the quantity of table wine of all types under
storage contract exceeds 10 million hectolitres
at the time of the last statement of such
contracts before the end of the two-week
period referred to in the preceding indent,
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— the forecasts of supplies from the next harvest
exceed foreseeable demand,

then a decision may be made before 31 July to
grant aid for the disposal of grape must produced
in the Community, intended for the production
of grape juice, of concentrated grape juice and
of concentrated must, and beverages other than
those referred to in heading No 22.05 of the
Common Customs Tariff.

2. The amount of the aid referred to in

paragraph 1, whatever the intended purpose of -

the must for which it is fixed in each case, shall
be such as to contribute to improving the
competitive position of grape must against
competing products.

3.  Where the user of the must has concluded a
delivery contract with the producer before 31
July, it shall be permissible to increase the
amount of the aid provided for by a maximum of
20 %.

4.  The decision provided for in paragraph 1
and the detailed rules for the application of this
Article shall be adopted in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 7 of Regulation
No 24

. The following Article is inserted in the Proposal
for a Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No
816/70:

‘Article 7 (a)

The following Article is inserted in Regulation
(EEC) No 816/70:

“Article 6 (c)

1. Where during the period from 1 September
to 15 December the quantity of table wines of all
types under storage contracts exceeds 10 million
hectolitres, it shall be permissible to provide for
preventive distillation for all the wines.

2. The price of products delivered for
distillation may not be less than the withdrawal
price.

3. Where it is decided to proceed to
compulsory preventive distillation quantities of
wine distilled under the terms of a preventive
distillation decided previously shall be taken into
account for purposes of determining quantities to
be distilled under the terms of the compulsory
preventive distillation.

4. The Council, acting in accordance with the
voting procedure laid down in Article 43 (2) of

the Treaty on a proposal from the Commission,
shall adopt general rules concerning the
distillation referred to in paragraph 1 and in
particular concerning;:

— the conditions under which distillation may be
carried out,

— disposal of the distilled products.

5.  The decision to proceed to distillation
provided for in paragraph 1 and the detailed rules
for the application of this Article shall be adopted
in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 7 of Regulation No 24.”.”

. The following Article is inserted in the Proposal

for a Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No
816/70:

‘Article 7 (a)

The following Article is inserted in Regulation
(EEC) No 816/70:

“Article 6 (d)

1. Where during the period from 1 September
to 15 December the following conditions are

fulfilled:

— the quantity of table wine of all types under
storage contracts exceeds 10 million
hectolitres,

— as a result of forecasts of an exceptionally
abundant harvest a clear imbalance between
supply and demand is foreseeable,

then compulsory preventive distillation may be
provided for all the wines, excluding:

— quality wines psr,

— wines to be specified intended for a specific
purpose,

— wines with a natural alcoholic content
exceeding by more than 2° the minimum
natural content for the wine-growing zone
concerned, or

— wine production which does not exceed a
yield per hectare to be fixed for each of the
administrative units concerned.

The quantity of wine to be distilled according to
the compulsory preventive distillation shall be
fixed according to the market situation and may
not exceed 15 % of the foreseeable harvest of the
producers concerned. It may be decided that a
proportion of the final quantity should be
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distilled before this quantity has been fixed,
taking into account the production of the wine
growers during a reference period of five years.

2. The price of products supplied for
distillation may not be less than the withdrawal
price.

3. The Council, acting in accordance with the
voting procedure laid down in Article 43 (2) of the
Treaty on a proposal from the Commission, shall
adopt general rules concerning the distillation
referred to in paragraph 1, and in particular
concerning;: :

— the conditions under which distillation may be
carried out,

— measures for disposal of the distilled products.

4. The decision to proceed to distillation as
provided for in paragraph 1 and detailed rules for
the application of this Article shall be adopted in
accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 7 of Regulation No 24.””

The following Article is inserted in the Proposal
for a Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No
816/70:

‘Article 8 (a)

The text of Article 8 (1) of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 is replaced by the following:

“1.  Imports into the Community of any of the
products listed in Article 1 (2) (a) and (b) shall be
made conditional on the submission of an import
licence. Exports of any of the products referred to
in Article 1 {2) may be made conditional on the

79

submission of an export licence.”.

. Article 15 of the Proposal for amending Article 15
of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by the
following:

‘Article 15

1. All aid for new wine planting shall be
prohibited.

2. Aid for replanting may only be granted if it
is intended to improve the quality of wine accord-
ing to criteria to be adopted in accordance with
the procedure laid down in Article 7 of Regulation
No 24

L. Article 17 of the Proposal for amplifying Article

17 (5) of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is deleted.

It serves no further purpose in view of the
proposal put forward for a Regulation concerning
new plantings and the replanting of vineyards.

. Article 19 of the Proposal for amending Article 18

of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by the
following:

“The text of Article 18 of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 is replaced by the following:

“Article 18

1. Where climatic conditions have made it
necessary in certain wine-growing zones of the
Community, the Member States concerned may
permit the natural alcoholic strength, actual or
potential, of fresh grapes, grape must, grape must
in fermentation, new wine still in fermentation,
obtained from the wine. varieties covered by
Article 17a, as well as wine suitable for yielding
table wine and table wine, to be increased.

The products referred to in the first subparagraph
may not be subjected to an increase in natural
alcoholic strength except where their minimum
natural alcoholic strength is as follows:

— wine-groWing zone A I: 5-5°,

— wine-growing zone A II: 6-0°,

— wine-growing zone B: 6:5°,

— wine-growing zone C I: 7:5°,

— wine-growing zone C II: 8:5°,

— wine-growing zone C III: 9-0°.

The increase minimum natural alcoholic strength
shall be effected according to the oenological

processes referred to in Article 19 and may not
exceed the following limits:

— wine-growing zone A I: 3-5,
— wine-growing zone A II: 3-0,
— wine-growing zone B: 25,
— wine-growing zone C [: 2-0,
— wine-growing zone C II: 2-0,
— wine-growing zone C III: 2-0.

The limit referred to in the previous
subparagraph for wine-growing zones A is raised
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to 4° until 31 January 1980 for products
produced in production areas to be determined
and originating from red vine varieties to be
determined.

2. In years when climatic conditions have been
exceptionally unfavourable the alcoholic strength
provided for in the third subparagraph of
paragraph 1 may be increased to the following
level:

— wine-growing zone A: 4°,
— wine-growing zone B: 3-5°.

The limit referred to in the first indent of the
proceeding subparagraph shall be increased to
4-5° until 31 January 1980 for products coming
under the fourth subparagraph of paragraph 1.

3. The wine-growing zones referred to in this
Article are set out in Annex III to this Regulation.
They shall be demarcated by the Council, acting
in accordance with the voting procedure laid
down in Article 43 (2) of the Treaty on a
proposal from the Commission.

4. Detailed rules for the application of this
Article, and in particular the decision authorizing
the increases provided for in paragraph 2, shall be
adopted in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 7 of Regulation No 24

. Article 22 of the Proposal for amending Article 24
of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is replaced by the
following:

“The text of Article 24 of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 is replaced by the following:

“Article 24

1. The overpressing of grapes, whether or not
crushed, and the pressing of wine lees shall be
prohibited, as also the refermentation of grape
marc for purposes other than distillation.

2. Except by way of derogation decided by the
Council, acting in accordance with the voting
procedure laid down in Article 43 (2) of the
Treaty on a proposal from the Commission, any
natural or legal person who turns into wine fresh
grapes, grape must, grape must in fermentation or
new wine still in fermentation shall be required to
distil the wine lees and grape marc which result
from the process or, failing that, a corresponding
quantity of wine.

3.  The quantity of alcohol contained in
products delivered for distillation in accordance

with paragraph 2 shall be 10 % at most of the

-volume of  alcohol . contained naturally in the

products used for the production of the wine. The
assessment of that volume shall be made on the
basis of a standard natural minimum alcoholic
strength laid down for each wine-growing year in
each wine-growing zone.

4.  Those subject to the requirement of
distillation "reféetred to in paragraph 2 may, in
certain conditions, be relieved of this requirement
by virtue of using the lees, the marc or where
appropriate, the wine concerned:

— to produce potable spirits, or by using the
wine,

— for the vinegar manufacturing industry.

5. The Council, acting in accordance with the
voting procedure laid down in Article 43 (2) of
the Treaty on a proposal from the Commission,
shall adopt provisions concerning the distillation
of the products concerned and in particular:

— the price to be paid, according to their
alcoholic content, for marc, lees and any wine
delivered for distillation, such price not to
exceed a level equivalent to the withdrawal
price referred to in Article 2 (a),

— the share of the cost to be borne by the
intervention agencies and to be financed by
the European Agricultural Guidance and
Guarantee Fund, Guarantee Section,

— detailed rules governing the application of the
provisions of paragraph 4,

 — measures to be taken for the disposal of the

products thus obtained.

Under the same procedure the Council may
exempt certain production regions from the
obligation laid down in paragraph 2.

6. Detailed rules for the application of this
Article and in particular the standard natural
alcoholic strength referred to in paragraph 3 shall
be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 7 of Regulation No 24.”.

. Article 24 of the Proposal for amending Article 27

of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is modified as
follows:

‘1. Paragraph 4 is replaced by the following:

“4.  The first subparagraph of paragraph 4
is replaced by the following:

“These products may not undergo alcoholic
fermentation within the geographical territory
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of the Community, except by derogation to be
decided by the Council, acting in accordance
with the voting procedure laid down in Article
43 (2) of the Treaty.

Q. Article 25 of the Proposal for amending Article 28
of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 is amended as
follows: (%)

‘1. Paragraph 1 is replaced by the following:

Apart from exceptions to be determined, a
wine suitable for yielding a table wine may
not be put on the market. The enrichment of
a wine suitable for yielding a table wine and
the coupage of such a wine with a table wine
with the aim of increasing its actual alcoholic
strength up to the level laid down for a table
wine may only take place in the premises of

9

the wine maker.’.

2. The following is inserted after paragraph 4:

“S. The following is inserted after
paragraph 4:

‘4a.  Table grapes belonging to varieties not
listed as wine grapes in the classification of
vine varieties for the administrative unit in
which they originate may not be used to
produce table wines. Subject to appropriate
controls Member States may authorize the
vinification of table grapes:

— to' produce wine for consumption in the
family of the producer,

— to produce products not falling within
heading No 22.05 of the Common
Customs Tariff.

In addition these grapes may be vinified
without being enriched, on condition that the
wine produced is delivered for distillation.
The price to be paid for this wine, according
to its alcoholic content, is the price fixed in
accordance with Article 24 (7), first indent.”.

P. The following Article is added to the Proposal for
amending Regulations (EEC) No 816/70 and
(EEC) No 817/70:

‘Article 26a

The following paragraph is inserted in Article 30
of Regulation (EEC) No 816/70:

3a.  Each Member State shall ensure the control
and protection of designated table wines in
accordance with the provisions of this Article.’

“1.  The products referred to in Article 1 (2)
(a) and (b). may only be imported if the
following conditions are fulfilled:

(a) in respect of all the abovementioned
products:

— if they correspond to the provisions
governing the production, the
marketing and, should such be the
case, the delivery for direct human
consumption in the non-member
countries in which they originate,
and proof of fulfilment of this
condition is furnished in the form of a
certificate issued by a competent body,
included on a list to be adopted, in the
non-member country in which the
product originates,

— if they have not been subjected to
prohibited processes to be determined,

-— if they are accompanied by an analysis
report drawn up by a body or service
designated by the non-member
country in which the product
originates. ’

(b) for wines intended for direct human
consumption other than liqueur wines
provided that:

— they have an actual alcoholic strength
of not less than 9:5° and a total
alcoholic strength not exceeding 15°,

— they have a total acidity content
expressed in tartaric acid of not less
than 4-5 grammes per litre or 60
milliequivalents per litre,

— they have a volatile acid content of
less than 19 milliequivalents per litre.”

2. The following paragraph is inserted after

paragraph 1:

“1(a) The Council, acting in accordance
with the voting procedure laid down in Article
43 (2) of the Treaty on a proposal from the
Commission, shall adopt general rules for the
application of paragraph 1.

() The adoption of these provisions will necessitate a
revision of Regulations (EEC) No 1599/71 and (EEC)
No 1770/72.
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. 7 . .
According to the same procedure provision
may be made that:

(a) certain imported wines designated by a
geographical description may be delivered
for direct human consumption:

— as regards the wines referred to in
paragraph 1 (b) if their actual
alcoholic strength amounts to at least
8:5° or their total alcoholic strength
exceeds 15° without any enrichment,

— as regards imported liqueur wines if
their total alcoholic strength amounts
to at least 16°.

(b) certain products referred to in paragraph
1 transported in limited quantities and
packed in small containers shall be exempt
from the submission of the certificate and
the analysis report provided for in
subparagraph (a) of paragraph 1.”

. Paragraph 2 is replaced by the following:

“2.  The first subparagraph of paragraph 2
is replaced by the following:

‘Imported fresh grapes, imported grape must,
imported concentrated grape must, imported
partially fermented grape must, imported
grape must with fermentation arrested by the
addition of alcohol, imported grape juice, and
imported concentrated grape juice may not be
turned into wine nor added to wine. These
products may not undergo alcoholic
fermentation within the geographical territory
of the Community except by derogation to be

decided by the Council, acting in accordance
with the voting procedure laid down in Article
43 (2) of the Treaty.” .

R. The text of item 5 of Article 31 of the Proposal

for amending Annex II of Regulation (EEC) No
816/70 is replaced by the following:

‘10.  Table wine: winé, other than quality wine
pst which:

— is derived exclusively from vine varieties
referred to in Article 17 (a),

— is produced in the Community,

— has, following application, if any, of the
processes specified in Article 19, an actual
alcoholic strength of not less than 9-5° and a
total alcoholic strength of not more than 15°,

— has, furthermore, a total acidity content
expressed as tartaric acid of not less than 4-5
grammes per litre, or 60 milliequivalents per
litre.

However, in the case of wines:

— from certain wine-growing areas to be
determined which have been produced
without any enrichment and no longer contain
more than 5 grammes of residual sugar, the
upper limit for the total alcoholic strength
may be raised to 17°,

— from zones A and B, with a total alcoholic
strength of not less than 9° and designated in
accordance with Article 30 (2) and (3), the
lower limit for the actual alcoholic strength
may not be less than 8-5°.



