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I

(Resolutions, recommendations and opinions)

RESOLUTIONS

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

P9_TA(2020)0054

EU coordinated action to combat the COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences

European Parliament resolution of 17 April 2020 on EU coordinated action to combat the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its consequences (2020/2616(RSP))

(2021/C 316/01)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to Rule 132(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Article 2 and Article 21 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) enshrine solidarity as a core value of the 
Union; whereas Article 3 of the TEU states that the Union aims to promote its values, namely economic, social and 
territorial cohesion, and solidarity, among the Member States, as well as the well-being of its people;

B. whereas Parliament adopted a resolution on 15 January 2020 on the European Green Deal (2019/2956(RSP)) (1);

C. whereas the global and European spread of COVID-19 has already tragically cost the lives of many thousands of people 
in Europe and the world, causing irreparable damage and confining over a billion people to their homes;

D. whereas the provision of healthcare is, above all a national competence and public health is a competence shared 
between Member States and the Union;

E. whereas the EU response to the COVID-19 pandemic has so far been marked by a lack of coordination between Member 
States in terms of public health measures, including restrictions on the movement of people within and across borders 
and the suspension of other rights and laws; whereas with our economy having been put on hold, the effects of the 
ensuing disruption on European citizens, businesses, workers and the self-employed will be dramatic;

F. whereas during the pandemic, healthcare systems are under great pressure to ensure adequate care for all patients;

G. whereas the measures taken by governments should always respect the fundamental rights of each and every individual; 
whereas these measures should be necessary, proportional and temporary;

H. whereas solidarity among the Member States is not an option but a Treaty obligation and forms part of our European 
values;
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I. whereas the Commission has already taken initial action, including a package of measures voted on by Parliament 
during its plenary session on 26 March 2020;

J. whereas thus far, the European Council has been unable to reach consensus on the economic measures needed to tackle 
the crisis;

K. whereas Parliament, as co-legislator, joint budgetary authority and the only institution directly elected by universal 
suffrage, must be included as an integral and essential part of all discussions on the EU’s response to this crisis and the 
subsequent recovery;

L. whereas this is a moment of truth for the Union that will determine its future and that can only pull through this crisis if 
Member States and European institutions stand together in solidarity and responsibility, and when a strong and united 
voice of the European Parliament is needed more than ever;

A united and decisive response to a shared crisis

1. Expresses its deepest sorrow at the loss of lives and the human tragedy that the pandemic has brought to Europeans 
and their families and to citizens all over the globe and extends its condolences to all those who have lost loved ones; 
expresses its heartfelt sympathy with all those affected by the virus and who are fighting for their lives as well as with their 
families and friends;

2. Stands in awe and admiration of all those that stand in the frontline fighting the pandemic and have worked tirelessly 
such as doctors and nurses but also is deeply grateful to all the anonymous heroes, who fulfil essential duties such as those 
working in the fields of food retail and delivery, education, agriculture, transport, members of emergency services, civil 
society, volunteers, cleaning and waste collection to maintain public life and services and to guarantee access to essential 
goods; highlights that 70 % of the global health and social workforce are women, often only paid the minimum wage and in 
precarious working conditions, and calls for the levelling up of wages and working conditions in strongly female-dominated 
sectors like care, health and retail sales, as well as the eradication of the gender pay and pension gap and labour market 
segregation; considers that it is the duty of the EU and its Member States to provide maximum support to these key workers 
and recognise the daily sacrifices they make; Urges the Member States to ensure safe working conditions for all workers at 
the front line of this epidemic, in particular front-line medical staff, by implementing appropriate and coordinated national 
measures, including the provision of sufficient personal protective equipment (PPE); calls on the Commission to supervise 
the implementation of these measures;

3. Expresses its solidarity with those Member States that have been hit the hardest by the virus and with all other 
countries that are facing the effects of the pandemic; expresses its most sincere solidarity with those who have lost their 
jobs and whose professional lives have been disrupted by the pandemic; stresses the need to pull together as a community 
and ensuring no country is left to fight this virus and the aftermath on its own;

4. Is concerned about the potential impacts of the crisis, including confinement, on the well-being of people around the 
world, notably the most vulnerable groups and people in vulnerable situations, including elderly people, people who are 
already suffering from poor health, populations in conflict-affected areas and settings prone to natural disasters, and 
migrants, and those that are exposed to domestic violence, especially women and children;

5. Is concerned by Member States’ initial inability to act collectively and demand all future actions taken by Member 
States to be guided by the Union’s founding principle of solidarity and loyal cooperation; believes that the COVID-19 crisis 
has shown above all the importance of joint European action; stresses that the Union and its Member States have the 
common resources to fight the pandemic and its consequences, but only when cooperating in a spirit of unity; recognises 
that Member States, having acted unilaterally at the beginning of the crisis, now understand that cooperation, confidence 
and solidarity are the only way to overcome this crisis;

6. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to act together and to rise to the challenge and ensure that the Union 
emerges stronger from this crisis; stresses that Parliament will cooperate with the other EU institutions to save lives, protect 
jobs and businesses, and drive economic and social recovery and that it will stand ready to hold them accountable for their 
actions;
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European solidarity and action in the health sector

7. Welcomes the European solidarity in action shown by Member States in their treating of patients from other Member 
States, supplying health care equipment, including via EU-led procurement initiatives and stockpiling, and in repatriating 
citizens; stresses that borders must remain open within the EU for the circulation of PPE, food, medicine, medical devices, 
blood-derived products and organs as well as the supply chain in the Single Market; underlines the need to facilitate the 
mobilisation of health professionals and call for the deployment of the European Medical Corps to deliver medical 
assistance; further emphasises the need to facilitate the transportation of patients from saturated hospitals in one Member 
State to another where capacity is still available;

8. Calls for substantially strengthening the competences, budget and staff of the European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC) and of the European Medicines Agency (EMA) to enable them to coordinate medical responses in times 
of crisis; suggests that the COVID-19 expert panel should be made into a permanent independent expert team on virus 
outbreaks, which should work with the ECDC to develop standards, issue recommendations and develop protocols to be 
used by the Commission and the Member States in the event of a crisis;

9. Calls for the creation of a European Health Response Mechanism to better prepare and respond in a common and 
coordinated way to any type of health or sanitary crisis that emerges at EU level in order to protect the health of our 
citizens; believes that such a mechanism should function both as an information hub as well as an emergency response 
team that is able to deliver vital supplies, medical equipment and medical staff to regions experiencing a sudden surge in 
infections;

10. Calls on the Commission to strengthen all components of crisis management and disaster response, and to further 
strengthen instruments such as RescEU to ensure a truly common, coordinated and effective response at EU level; believes 
that European disaster risk management, preparedness and prevention should be enhanced in addition to common 
equipment, materials and medicines stocks, in order to allow for their quick mobilisation to protect the lives and livelihoods 
of EU citizens; believes that the EU Civil Protection Mechanism should be strengthened in order to facilitate the joint 
repatriation of EU citizens;

11. Welcomes the Commission’s initiative of directing funds from the EU research programme towards the fight against 
the virus by ensuring that the treatments, vaccines and diagnostics are globally available, accessible and affordable; calls for 
the establishment of additional funding for a ‘COVID-19 research and innovation (R&I) fund’ to boost its efforts to finance 
speedy research on a vaccine and/or treatment; believes that Europe’s researchers, innovative small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and industry should get every support they need to find a cure; calls on the Member States to 
significantly increase support for research, development and innovation programmes aimed at understanding the disease, 
speeding up diagnosis and testing, and developing a vaccine; calls on hospitals and researchers to share data with the EMA, 
and to enter into large-scale European clinical trials; highlights the need to support measures favouring open science in 
order to accelerate the sharing of data and research results within the scientific community in Europe and beyond; insists 
that any publically funded research must stay in the public domain;

12. Expresses concern over whether the Member States are paying sufficient attention to the mental health implications 
of the crisis and calls for the organisation of an EU-wide mental health campaign that advises citizens on how to safeguard 
mental well-being in the present circumstances and on where to seek advice when needed;

13. Calls for the measures adopted by the EU and by Member States to respect the rights of persons with disabilities in 
line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; stresses that particular attention should be given to 
equal access to healthcare, and ensuring that community-based care and support services, needed by persons with 
disabilities on a daily basis, are funded and well equipped and staffed; stresses also that public information concerning the 
COVID-19 pandemic should be accessible to the widest range of persons with disabilities, and that persons with disabilities 
should be included in all income protection measures;
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14. Calls on the Commission to further develop its capacity for cloud services, while complying with the ePrivacy 
Directive (2) and the General Data Protection Regulation (3) to facilitate the exchange at EU level of research and health data 
by entities working on the development of treatment and/or vaccines;

15. Highlights the crucial importance of policies that ensure the reliable and quality supply of food from agriculture, 
fisheries and food businesses during and beyond the immediate health crisis, and the need to support these sectors and 
safeguard their continued production and barrier-free transport across the Single Market;

16. Recalls the One Health principle, which reflects the fact that the health of people, animals and the environment are 
interconnected and that diseases may be transmitted from people to animals and vice versa; stresses the need to take a One 
Health approach to pandemics and health crises in both the human and veterinary sectors; stresses, therefore, that diseases 
have to be tackled in both people and animals, while also taking into special consideration the food chain and the 
environment, which can be another source of resistant microorganisms; underlines the important role of the Commission 
in coordinating and supporting the One Health approach to human and animal health and the environment in the EU;

17. Calls for a coordinated post-lockdown approach in the EU, in order to avoid a resurgence of the virus; urges the 
Member States to jointly develop criteria for lifting the quarantine and other emergency measures on the basis of the 
preservation of human life; calls on the Commission to launch an effective exit strategy that includes large-scale testing, and 
PPE for the largest possible number of citizens; encourages the Member States to develop more systematic testing on 
infection and exposure to the virus and to share best practices;

European solutions to overcoming the economic and social consequences

18. Welcomes the measures that have been taken so far at EU level in terms of fiscal measures and liquidity support;

19. Calls on the European Commission to propose a massive recovery and reconstruction package for investment to 
support the European economy after the crisis, beyond what the European Stability Mechanism the European Investment 
Bank and the European Central Bank are already doing, that is part of the new multiannual financial framework (MFF); 
believes that such a package should be in place while the economic disruption caused by this crisis lasts; the necessary 
investment would be financed by an increased MFF, the existing EU funds and financial instruments, and recovery bonds 
guaranteed by the EU budget; this package should not involve the mutualisation of existing debt and should be oriented to 
future investment;

20. Stresses that this recovery and reconstruction package should have at its core the European Green Deal and the 
digital transformation in order to kick-start the economy, improve its resilience and create jobs while at the same time assist 
in the ecological transition, foster sustainable economic and social development — including the strategic autonomy of our 
continent — and assist in implementing an industrial strategy that preserves core EU industrial sectors; highlights the need 
to align our responses with the EU’s objective of climate neutrality;

21. Supports the Commission in its objective of designing a new EU industrial strategy in an effort to achieve a more 
competitive and resilient industry when contending with global shocks; supports the reintegration of supply chains inside 
the EU and increasing EU production of key products such as medicines, pharmaceutical ingredients, medical devices, 
equipment and materials;

22. Insists, therefore, on the adoption of an ambitious MFF that has an increased budget in line with the Union’s 
objectives, the projected impact on EU economies by the crisis and citizens’ expectations on European added value, has 
more flexibility and simplicity in the way we use the funds to respond to crises, and is equipped with the necessary 
flexibility; calls, furthermore, for a revision of the Commission’s proposal on the reform of the own resources system in 
order to gain sufficient fiscal room for manoeuvre and ensure better predictability, capacity to act and reduced exposure to 
national hazards; stresses that new own resources would be needed for the EU budget to guarantee the recovery and 
reconstruction package;
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23. Calls on the Member States for a quick agreement on this new MFF proposal, as an instrument of solidarity and 
cohesion; calls on the Commission to present a contingency plan in case of non-agreement, extending the duration of 
ongoing financing programmes beyond 31 December 2020;

24. Calls for the use of all available means and unused money in the current EU budget, including the surplus and 
unspent margins and the Globalisation Adjustment Fund, so as to swiftly deploy financial assistance to the regions and 
businesses most affected, and allow for the greatest flexibility possible in the use of funds, while continuing to respect the 
principle of sound financial management and ensuring that funding reaches those most in need; welcomes, to this end, the 
recent Commission proposal to create an Emergency Support Instrument;

25. Acknowledges the need to mobilise additional funds in a fast and non-bureaucratic way to help Member States meet 
the needs for fighting against COVID-19 and its consequences but stresses that potential misuse of such funds needs to be 
investigated with enforceable sanctions once the immediate crisis has ended; considers therefore that an enhanced MFF 
must include adequate resources for the European Public Prosecutor’s Office so as to enable it to gain citizens’ trust, fight 
fraud, seize assets and thereby become budget-neutral in the medium term; asks that its budget be financed through 
Heading 7 (European Public Administration), in a similar way to the European Data Protection Supervisor, the European 
External Action Service or the European Ombudsman, so as to strengthen its independence;

26. Calls on the euro area Member States to activate the EUR 410 billion of the European Stability Mechanism with 
a specific credit line; Recalls that this crisis is not the responsibility of any particular Member State and that the main 
objective there should be to fight the consequences of the outbreak; stresses that, as a short term measure the European 
Stability Mechanism should immediately extend precautionary credit lines to countries that seek access to it in order to 
address short-term financing needs to tackle the immediate consequences of the COVID-19 and with long-term maturities, 
competitive pricing and repayment conditions linked to the recovery of Member States’ economies;

27. Urges the Member States to rapidly agree on a significant injection of capital into the EIB to enable it to rapidly 
contribute its substantial firepower to mitigating the economic impact of COVID-19, including the creation of a new EIB 
credit line to guarantee liquidity to SMEs;

28. Proposes the creation of an EU COVID-19 Solidarity Fund of at least EUR 50 billion, consisting of up to 
EUR 20 billion outside the MFF ceilings in grants and up to EUR 30 billion in loans, guaranteed by the EU Budget, (both 
frontloaded in the first 2 years of the next MFF or, failing an agreement on the MFF in due time, spread over the contingency 
period), supporting the financial efforts undertaken by the healthcare sectors of all Member States during the current crisis, 
as well as investments in the healthcare sector in the post-crisis period in order to make health-care systems more resilient 
and focused on those most in need;

29. Insists on a proactive role for the banking sector in this crisis, so as to allow companies and citizens who are 
suffering financially as a result of COVID-19 to temporary lower or halt debt or mortgage repayments, provide maximum 
flexibility in the treatment of non-performing loans, temporarily suspend dividend payments and reduce the often excessive 
interest rates on current account overdrafts; stresses that supervisors must demonstrate a high degree of flexibility to this 
end;

30. Stresses the immediate need to do more for SMEs, help them maintain jobs and manage their liquidity; urges 
European prudential and supervisory authorities, as well as the Member States, to explore all options to relieve the burden 
on SMEs; calls for a European horizontal strategy for SME recovery to support them by reducing red tape, costs for access to 
finance, and by fostering investments in strategic value chains;

31. Believes that the EU must seize the opportunity and propose a Health Autonomy Action in strategic areas such as 
the active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) essential for the manufacture of medicine, and thus reduce its dependence on 
third countries without undermining the rewards that open economies derive from international trade; stresses that this 
action plan should help produce, store and coordinate the production of critical medicine and pharmaceutical products and 
equipment, notably sanitising gel, ventilators and masks in the Union; stresses, further, that this action plan should also 
pool and coordinate digital manufacturing capabilities such as 3D printing, which can contribute to substituting necessary 
equipment;
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32. Underlines the fact that in addition to the health dimension, the crisis is dramatically affecting workers, employees, 
the self-employed and SMEs — the backbone of our societies; considers that the Commission together with the Member 
States must take all measures to keep as many jobs as possible and to ensure that the recovery is based on upward social 
economic convergence, social dialogue and improved social rights and working conditions with targeted measures for those 
in precarious forms of work;

33. Underlines that the cultural and creative sectors in Member States have been hit especially hard by the fallout from 
the COVID-19 due to the closure of cinemas, theatres and music venues and the sudden stop of ticket sales; highlights the 
fact that, as these sectors have high numbers of freelance and self-employed workers, many of whom were struggling well 
before the outbreak, the effects are particularly dire for creative professionals, whose income streams have been 
unexpectedly reduced to zero and who now have little or no support from the social system;

34. Insists that the EU institutions and the Member States ensure that public financial support provided to firms in order 
to combat the economic effects of COVID-19 is conditional upon the funding being used to benefit employees and the 
recipient firms refraining from bonuses to the management, tax evasion, paying out dividends or offering share buy-back 
schemes for as long as they receive such support;

35. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to prioritise aid and crisis-mitigation measures for the most 
vulnerable citizens, women and children exposed to domestic violence, the elderly, people with disabilities, ethnic 
minorities and people from remote and isolated regions, including the Overseas Countries and Territories and outermost 
regions by means of a dedicated exceptional support fund focused on the healthcare system and sectors hit by the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and people at risk of poverty or social exclusion, who all run the greatest risk of being infected with 
COVID-19 but also suffer the most from its economic effects; calls for measures to protect tenants from eviction during the 
crisis and the creation of safe havens for those who need shelter; calls for a comprehensive anti-poverty strategy, with 
a European Child Guarantee; urges the EU and the Member States to incorporate a gender analysis across all response efforts 
in order to avoid exacerbating gender inequalities, to ensure that services for victims of violence remain open, and to 
reinforce helpline services, emergency shelters for victims, online legal support and reporting services in order to combat 
and protect all women and children from domestic and gender-based violence; recalls that relevant measures need to be in 
line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ensuring equal and non-discriminatory access to 
social and healthcare services, as well as adopting specific measures aiming at the protection of persons with disabilities, 
based on consultations and involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative family members or 
organisations, when adopting measures that affect them;

36. Insists that Member States should give particular attention to equal access to healthcare, especially 
non-discrimination in access to medical treatment and urgent care, ensuring the rights of persons living in residential 
institutions, who are more at risk of infection, in particular the elderly and persons with disabilities, and ensuring that 
community-based care and support services, needed by these persons on a daily basis, are funded and well equipped and 
staffed, insists also that confinement measures should take into account the needs of persons with disabilities, that public 
information concerning the COVID-19 pandemic should be accessible to the widest range of persons with disabilities, and 
that persons with disabilities should be included in all income protection measures;

37. Believes that the Member States must take measures to ensure that workers in Europe, including the self-employed, 
are shielded from income loss and that the most affected companies, in particular SMEs, and sectors have the necessary 
support and financial liquidity; welcomes in this respect the Commission’s new Support to mitigate Unemployment Risks 
in an Emergency (SURE) proposal and calls for its swift implementation and to launch a permanent European 
Unemployment Reinsurance Scheme; encourages the Member States to better coordinate social and fiscal legislation in 
order to avoid ramifications in terms of social security and fiscal systems for cross-border workers and labour migrants as 
a result of emergency measures;

38. Underlines that homeless people and other people in precarious housing situations are particularly at risk in the 
COVID-19 crisis and can often not practice social distancing or follow other protective measures; urges the EU and Member 
States to implement targeted measures to protect the homeless and to provide financial assistance to those NGOs and local 
authorities providing frontline assistance, to suspend evictions and to support tenants and mortgage payers;
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39. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to promote social dialogue and collective bargaining in the 
response to the COVID-19 crisis as well as to ensure that the social partners are fully involved in the design and the 
implementation of the measures taken; calls on the Member States to take the necessary actions to safeguard jobs, working 
conditions and wages, including measures for short-time work, income compensation arrangements and similar measures;

40. Considers it is of utmost importance to keep the internal EU borders open for goods; recalls that the Single Market is 
the source of our collective prosperity and well-being and that it is a key element of the immediate and continuous response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak; strongly supports the Commission’s call on the Member States to allow frontier workers to 
continue crossing borders, in particular in sectors for which continued free movement in the EU is deemed essential; calls, 
in that respect, for the establishment of ‘green lane’ border crossings for land (road and rail), maritime, inland waterways 
and air transport;

41. Supports measures in favour of the EU agri-food sector and the viability of farms during the crisis, namely through 
liquidity support via the timely (pre-)payment of direct and second pillar payments, flexibility in the management of aid 
schemes and in the submission of claims, market monitoring and crisis management (private storage, promotion measures 
and exceptional measures to allow the Commission to propose additional market measures and time-limited derogations 
from competition law);

42. Considers that the transport and tourism sectors have been severely affected and calls for action to ensure the health, 
safety and working conditions of transport workers and that transport companies can survive the crisis; suggests that 
a prevention and management mechanism be developed for the tourism sector at EU level to protect our workers, help our 
companies and ensure passenger safety;

43. Calls for the EU and the Member States to provide support to the cultural and creative sectors as they play an 
important role for our economy and our social life and are severely affected by the current crisis; highlights that the current 
crisis has shown that our education systems are not as resilient as they should be and therefore considers it to be essential 
that educational infrastructure, online and offline, be significantly upgraded, and that educators and pupils be provided with 
the necessary skills and equipment for home schooling situations; welcomes in that regard the Commission’s initiative to 
revise and update the Digital Education Action Plan; considers this to be insufficient, however, and calls on the Commission 
and the Member States to come up with a coordinated investment plan in order to improve our education systems;

44. Calls on the Commission to see to it that its Interpretative Guidelines on EU passenger rights regulations in the 
context of the developing situation with COVID-19, published on 18 March 2020, are properly implemented;

45. Calls on the Commission to coordinate Member-State action to crack down on internet-fraudsters and 
cybercriminals exploiting people’s fears by selling overpriced or counterfeited medical material;

Protecting democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights

46. Underlines that the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and compliance with the rule of law must 
continue to apply, and that in the context of emergency measures, the authorities must ensure that everyone enjoys the 
same rights and protection; emphasises that all measures taken at national and/or EU level must be in line with the rule of 
law, strictly proportionate to the exigencies of the situation, clearly related to the ongoing health crisis, limited in time and 
subjected to regular scrutiny; deems it totally incompatible with European values both the decision from the Hungarian 
Government to prolong the state of emergency indefinitely, to authorise the Government to rule by decree without time 
limit, and to weaken the emergency oversight of the Parliament, and the steps taken by the Polish Government — namely 
changing the electoral code against the judgment of Constitutional Tribunal and provisions laid by law — to hold 
Presidential elections in the middle of a pandemic, which may endanger the lives of Polish citizens and undermine the 
concept of free, equal, direct and secret elections as enshrined in the Polish Constitution;

47. Calls, therefore, on the Commission to urgently assess whether the emergency measures are in conformity with the 
Treaties and to make full use of all available EU tools and sanctions to address this serious and persistent breach, including 
budgetary ones, underlining once again the imminent need for an EU mechanism on democracy, the rule of law and 
fundamental rights; urges the Council to put back on its agenda the discussions and procedures related to the ongoing 
Article 7 procedures;
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48. Calls on the Member States to effectively guarantee safe and timely access to sexual and reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR) and the necessary healthcare services for all women and girls during the COVID-19 pandemic, especially 
access to contraception, including emergency contraception, and to abortion care; strongly rejects any attempts to 
backtrack on SRHR and LGBTI rights, and in this context condemns the attempts to further criminalise abortion care, 
stigmatise HIV positive people, and undermine young people’s access to sexuality education in Poland, as well as the attack 
on transgender and intersex people’s rights in Hungary;

49. Urges the Member States to adopt only necessary, coordinated and proportionate measures when restricting travel or 
introducing and prolonging internal border controls, after careful evaluation of their effectiveness to address the public 
health issue and based on existing legal provisions, namely the Schengen Borders Code and the Freedom of Movement 
Directive and in full observance of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; stresses that border controls 
and restrictions on movement must remain proportionate and exceptional and that all freedom of movement should be 
re-established as soon as it is deemed feasible; insists that the cross border travel of front-line workers in sectors key to the 
fight against COVID-19, in particular health care and elderly care professionals, but also those working in the agri-food 
sector such as seasonal farm workers, must not be limited; emphasises the need to get back to a fully functioning Schengen 
Area of free movement with no internal border controls as part of a crisis exit strategy;

50. Calls for full respect of the Geneva Convention and European asylum law; points out that provisions have to be 
made for the reception of new asylum seekers in appropriate sanitary conditions and medical support, and therefore 
expresses its deep concern at the situation of refugees and asylum-seekers arriving at the Greek islands, and in hotspots and 
detention centres, who do not have access to adequate health care and who are particularly at risk; considers that necessary 
solutions, including the preventive evacuation and relocation of the population at high risk, must be found to ensure the 
appropriate material conditions and social distancing to avoid contamination; stresses the important contribution of many 
migrants and descendants of migrants who are working to ensure the proper functioning of many essential sectors across 
the EU, and in particular in health and care sectors;

51. Takes note of the Commission’s plan to call on telecoms providers to hand over anonymised and aggregated data in 
order to limit the spread of COVID-19, of national tracking programmes already in force, and of the introduction of apps 
allowing authorities to monitor movements, contacts and health data;

52. Takes note of the emergence of contact-tracing applications on mobile devices in order to warn people if they were 
close to an infected person, and the Commission’s recommendation to develop a common EU approach for the use of such 
applications; points out that any use of applications developed by national and EU authorities may not be obligatory and 
that the generated data are not to be stored in centralised databases, which are prone to potential risk of abuse and loss of 
trust and may endanger uptake throughout the Union; demands that all storage of data be decentralised, full transparency 
be given on (non-EU) commercial interests of developers of these applications, and that clear projections be demonstrated 
as regards how the use of contact tracing apps by a part of the population, in combination with specific other measures, 
will lead to a significantly lower number of infected people; demands that the Commission and Member States are fully 
transparent on the functioning of contact-tracing apps, so that people can verify both the underlying protocol for security 
and privacy, and check the code itself to see whether the application functions as the authorities are claiming; recommends 
that sunset clauses are set and the principles of data protection by design and data minimisation are fully observed;

53. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to publish the details of these schemes and allow for public scrutiny 
and full oversight by data protection authorities (DPA); notes that mobile location data can only be processed in compliance 
with the ePrivacy Directive and the GDPR; stresses that national and EU authorities must fully comply with data protection 
and privacy legislation, and national DPA oversight and guidance;

54. Stresses that disinformation about COVID-19 at this time is a major public health problem; urges the EU to establish 
a European information source, in all the official languages, to ensure that all citizens have access to accurate and verified 
information; believes the ECDC should be in charge of coordinating and aligning Member States’ data to improve quality 
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and comparability; calls on social media companies to proactively take the necessary measures to stop disinformation and 
hate speech regarding COVID-19;

55. Stresses the particularly acute and worsening financial situation in the media, especially news media across the EU, 
due to the abrupt reduction or complete loss of advertising revenues, which may lead to the failure of news organisations 
across the Member States; highlights the especially dire state of local and regional news media as well as those operating in 
small markets; points out that free, independent and sufficiently funded media are instrumental for a functioning 
democracy and for ensuring that citizens are well informed throughout this crisis;

External action, international solidarity and cooperation

56. Calls for a swift update of the EU Global Strategy in the light of the global impact of the crisis; draws particular 
attention to the so-called ‘corona-diplomacy’; reiterates that the EU must be ready to strategically communicate and fight 
external disinformation and adapt continuously to the changing geopolitical landscape, without ever compromising its core 
values; calls on the Commission and Council to act strategically in the world and within Europe to put into motion the 
ambition of a geopolitical Union;

57. Advocates that emergency measures adopted by third countries in response to the COVID-19 crisis not violate 
human rights or international law, that they be limited to strictly necessary, proportionate measures, and that they be 
subject to regular scrutiny and time bound; condemns censorship, arrests and intimidation of journalists, opposition 
figures, healthcare workers and other individuals for criticising governments, including their crisis management; calls for 
the EU to support a global campaign to release political prisoners and detained human rights defenders and low-risk 
offenders;

58. Stresses that the EU must become more resilient against crises in general, to stay free of undue political and 
economic influence, such as from China and Russia, and must be ready to strategically communicate, fight external 
disinformation, fake news and cyberattacks, and adapt continuously to the changing geopolitical landscape; urges, therefore, 
the Commission to counter aggressive Russian and Chinese propaganda efforts that are exploiting the COVID-19 pandemic 
with the aim of undermining the EU and sowing mistrust in the local population towards the EU; believes it is crucial to 
effectively communicate about the EU’s financial, technical and medical support;

59. Insists that the use of export authorisations must not, under any circumstances, turn into de facto export bans; 
emphasises the importance of maintaining access to scarce medical products for developing countries; stresses that the 
export of PPE must get to those who need it most and not those who can afford to pay the highest price; considers that to 
this end, a global catalogue of essential emergency healthcare products must be agreed within the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) and the World Health Organization (WHO), in order to stop price speculation and facilitate their 
trade; strongly encourages all countries to join the WTO Pharmaceutical Tariff Elimination Agreement (Zero for Zero) and 
for its scope to be extended to all pharmaceutical and medicinal products to ensure worldwide cross-border trade; calls on 
WTO members to make this topic a priority on the agenda of the next WTO Ministerial Meeting; expresses its deep concern 
at the warning jointly issued by the WTO, WHO and the Food and Agriculture Organization that global restrictive trade 
measures could lead to food shortages around the world; calls for measures to minimise disruption to food supply chains, 
thus preventing the exacerbation of food insecurity and price volatility; calls on all Member States to use all available tools 
to ensure that effective mechanisms are in place to assess potential investment and acquisitions of critical infrastructure and 
strategical industrial capacities in the EU, and to take mitigating or blocking measures as needed; calls on the Commission 
to quickly advance the WTO e-commerce negotiations to guarantee rules for rapidly increasing online trade, especially for 
goods;

60. Underlines that the pandemic knows no borders or ideologies and that it requires the cooperation and solidarity of 
the entire international community and a strengthening of the UN system, and the WHO in particular: considers it essential 
for the EU to ask China to shed full light on this pandemic, the timing of its emergence and its real human toll; emphasises 
the importance of cooperation and support for the Western Balkan countries, for our closest neighbours in the Eastern and 
Southern neighbourhoods and partners and for developing countries, in particular Africa and Latin America; expresses its 
strong solidarity with the UK, our neighbouring country, which is currently very severely hit by the pandemic and offers all 
measures of cooperation to fight the pandemic and its consequences;
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61. Calls for increased EU support to the Western Balkans (e.g. through their inclusion in the EU Solidarity Fund and 
exemption from the temporary export authorisation scheme for protective equipment), and for a strengthening of the 
visibility of this support in order to demonstrate the EU’s solidarity with these countries and peoples; calls for a special 
focus on minorities with low access to healthcare services such as the Romani people;

62. Welcomes the initiatives taken by the UN Secretary General for a multilateral approach of the COVID-19 crisis and 
its global consequences and calls for an internationally coordinated approach; Calls on the Commission, the Council and 
Member States to politically and financially support UN initiatives to coordinate efforts at international level, primarily 
through the ‘COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan’ and ‘COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund’;

63. Acknowledges the importance of a globally coordinated response to the drastic economic consequences of the 
COVID-19 crisis, such as those stressed by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and urges the 
Commission, the Council and Member States to develop a comprehensive approach and to take initiatives to help the 
developing countries to face the sanitary and economic consequences of the pandemic;

64. Welcomes the EU package for the global response to COVID-19 and the EUR 20 billion allocated to the fight against 
the pandemic in partner third countries;

65. Underlines that the IMF Board’s decision to provide immediate debt service relief to 25 of the poorest and most 
vulnerable member countries is a first clear positive example of concrete and rapid solidarity, and calls for further similar 
measures by international donors;

A post-crisis Union that is stronger, and delivers more effective action to its citizens

66. Recalls that this crisis is no one’s doing and that it should not be everyone’s undoing; expresses its firm intention to 
do whatever it takes for the Union and its citizens to come out of the crisis and calls on all EU Institutions and Member 
States to make an immediate use of all relevant Treaty provisions and to act accordingly in the spirit of solidarity;

67. Suggests this strategy could include proposing greater powers for the Union to act in the case of cross-border health 
threats, with new and strengthened instruments to ensure that in future the Union can act without delay to coordinate the 
response at European level, and direct the necessary resources to where they are most needed, be they material (e.g. face 
masks, respirators and medicines) or financial and enable the collection of quality, standardised data;

68. Is convinced that corporate human rights and environmental due diligence are necessary conditions in order to 
prevent and mitigate future crises and ensure sustainable value chains;

69. Believes that the pandemic has shown the limits of the Union’s capacity to act decisively and exposed the lack of the 
Commission’s executive and budgetary powers; believes that the Union must undergo a profound reform in response; 
considers it necessary amid of the urgency to complete the Economic and Monetary Union, to activate the general passerelle 
clause to ease the decision-making process in all matters which could help to cope with the challenges of the current health 
crisis;

70. Urges the Member States to put aside their differences and to act in the general interest and in the spirit of solidarity; 
calls on them to make an immediate use of the dedicated Treaty provisions to act accordingly;

71. Calls on the Commission to take its Treaty-based responsibility to heart and take bold initiatives;

72. Stresses that the Union must be prepared to start an in-depth reflection on how to become more effective and 
democratic and that the current crisis only heightens the urgency thereof; believes that the planned Conference on the 
Future of Europe is the appropriate forum to do this; is therefore of the opinion that the Conference needs to be convened 
as soon as possible and that it has to come forward with clear proposals, including by engaging directly with citizens, to 
bring about a profound reform of the Union, making it more effective, united, democratic, sovereign and resilient;

o

o  o

73. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the President of the Commission, the President of the European 
Council and the Presidency in office of the Council. 
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II

(Information)

INFORMATION FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS, BODIES, OFFICES 
AND AGENCIES

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

P9_TA(2020)0044

Regulation amending the Multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 ***

European Parliament legislative resolution of 16 April 2020 on the draft Council regulation amending Regulation 
(EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 laying down the multiannual financial framework for the years 2014-2020 as 

regards the scope of the Global Margin for Commitments (07170/2020 — C9-0110/2020 –2020/0055(APP))

(Special legislative procedure — consent)

(2021/C 316/02)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the draft Council regulation (07170/2020),

— having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with Article 312 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union and Article 106a of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy 
Community (C9-0110/2020),

— having regard to Rules 105(1) and (4) and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Gives its consent to the draft Council regulation;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 
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III

(Preparatory acts)

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

P9_TA(2020)0040

Non-objection to a delegated act: national support programmes in the wine sector

European Parliament decision to raise no objections to the Commission delegated regulation of 30 January 2020 
derogating from Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2016/1149 supplementing Regulation (EU) 
No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the national support programmes in 

the wine sector (C(2020)00423 — 2020/2543(DEA))

(2021/C 316/03)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission delegated regulation (C(2020)00423),

— having regard to the letter from the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development to the Chair of the Conference 
of Committee Chairs of 19 February 2020,

— having regard to Article 290 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 
establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) 
No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007 (1), and in particular Article 53(b), 53(h) 
and 227(5) thereof,

— having regard to Rule 111(6) of its Rules of Procedure,

— having regard to the recommendation for a decision of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development,

A. whereas the new 25 % ad valorem duties applied by the US to the quality wine sector seriously undermine the costly 
promotion efforts undertaken by the sector to strengthen and consolidate the market in the US;

B. whereas within the global wine market the application of these tariffs will cause significant losses and risks long term 
disruption as higher value wines may be displaced by products from other origins;

C. whereas Parliament in its resolution of 28 November 2019 called on the Commission to take swift action to assist the 
affected sectors, welcomes the provisions of this delegated act but regrets that the Commission has not yet activated 
CMO measures for the affected sectors;

D. whereas flexibility in the management of promotion programmes including the possibility to change the targeted third 
country markets offers the sector an opportunity to respond and adapt to the new market conditions;

E. whereas the authorisation to prolong the promotion campaigns beyond the limit of five years will facilitate the 
consolidation of markets and responds to a long-standing demand from the wine sector;
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F. whereas the swift implementation of these flexibilities is central to their effectiveness and efficacy in alleviating the 
pressure on the wine sector following the US countermeasures;

1. Declares that it has no objections to the delegated regulation;

2. Instructs its President to forward this decision to the Council and the Commission. 
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P9_TA(2020)0041

Allocation of slots at Community airports: common rules ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 26 March 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EEC) No 95/93 on common rules for the allocation of slots at 

Community airports (COM(2020)0111 — C9-0082/2020 — 2020/0042(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/04)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0111),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 100(2) and 212(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9-0082/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0042

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 26 March 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EEC) 

No 95/93 on common rules for the allocation of slots at Community airports

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/459.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0042

Specific measures to mobilise investments in the health care systems of the Member States 
and in other sectors of their economies in response to the COVID-19 outbreak (Coronavirus 
Response Investment Initiative) ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 26 March 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 and 
Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 as regards specific measures to mobilise investments in the health care systems of 
the Member States and in other sectors of their economies in response to the COVID-19 outbreak [Coronavirus 

Response Investment Initiative] (COM(2020)0113 — C9-0083/2020 — 2020/0043(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/05)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0113),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 43(2), 177 and 178 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9-0083/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0043

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 26 March 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) 
No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013 and (EU) No 508/2014 as regards specific measures to mobilise investments 
in the healthcare systems of Member States and in other sectors of their economies in response to the COVID-19 

outbreak (Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative)

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/460.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0043

Financial assistance to Member States and countries negotiating their accession to the Union 
that are seriously affected by a major public health emergency ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 26 March 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 in order to provide financial 
assistance to Member States and countries negotiating their accession to the Union seriously affected by a major 

public health emergency (COM(2020)0114 — C9-0084/2020 — 2020/0044(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/06)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0114),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 175 and 212(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9-0084/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0044

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 26 March 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) 
No 2012/2002 in order to provide financial assistance to Member States and to countries negotiating their 

accession to the Union that are seriously affected by a major public health emergency

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/461.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0045

Draft amending budget No 1/2020: Assistance to Greece in response to increased migration 
pressure — Immediate measures in the context of the COVID-19 outbreak — Support to 
post-earthquake reconstruction in Albania — Other adjustments

European Parliament resolution of 17 April 2020 on the Council position on Draft amending budget No 1/2020 of 
the European Union for the financial year 2020 — Assistance to Greece in response to increased migration 
pressure — Immediate measures in the context of the COVID-19 outbreak — Support to post-earthquake 

reconstruction in Albania — Other adjustments (07250/2020 — C9-0101/2020 — 2020/2052(BUD))

(2021/C 316/07)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to Article 314 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Article 106a of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community,

— having regard to Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 
on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) 
No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) 
No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
No 966/2012 (1), and in particular Article 44 thereof,

— having regard to the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2020, as definitively adopted on 
27 November 2019 (2),

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 of 2 December 2013 laying down the multiannual 
financial framework for the years 2014-2020 (3),

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December 2013 between the European Parliament, the Council 
and the Commission on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial 
management (4),

— having regard to Council Decision 2014/335/EU, Euratom of 26 May 2014 on the system of own resources of the 
European Union (5),

— having regard to Draft amending budget No 1/2020, which the Commission adopted on 27 March 2020 
(COM(2020)0145),

— having regard to the position on Draft amending budget No 1/2020 which the Council adopted on 14 April 2020 and 
forwarded to Parliament on the same day (07250/2020 — C9-0101/2020),

— having regard to Rules 94, 96 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Approves the Council position on Draft amending budget No 1/2020;

2. Instructs its President to declare that Amending budget No 1/2020 has been definitively adopted and arrange for its 
publication in the Official Journal of the European Union;

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the other institutions and bodies 
concerned and the national parliaments. 

C 316/18 EN Official Journal of the European Union 6.8.2021

Friday 17 April 2020

(1) OJ L 193, 30.7.2018, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 57, 27.2.2020.
(3) OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 884.
(4) OJ C 373, 20.12.2013, p. 1.
(5) OJ L 168, 7.6.2014, p. 105.



P9_TA(2020)0046

Draft amending budget No 2/2020: Providing emergency support to Member States and 
further reinforcement of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU to respond to the 
COVID-19 outbreak

European Parliament resolution of 17 April 2020 on the Council position on Draft amending budget No 2/2020 of 
the European Union for the financial year 2020 — Providing emergency support to Member States and further 
reinforcement of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak 

(07251/2020 — C9-0109/2020 –2020/2055(BUD))

(2021/C 316/08)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to Article 314 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Article 106a of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community,

— having regard to Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 
on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) 
No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) 
No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
No 966/2012 (1), and in particular Article 44 thereof,

— having regard to the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2020, as definitively adopted on 
27 November 2019 (2),

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 of 2 December 2013 laying down the multiannual 
financial framework for the years 2014-2020 (3),

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December 2013 between the European Parliament, the Council 
and the Commission on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial 
management (4),

— having regard to Council Decision 2014/335/EU, Euratom of 26 May 2014 on the system of own resources of the 
European Union (5),

— having regard to Draft amending budget No 2/2020, which the Commission adopted on 2 April 2020 
(COM(2020)0170),

— having regard to the position on Draft amending budget No 2/20200 which the Council adopted on 14 April 2020 and 
forwarded to Parliament on the same day (07251/2020 — C9-0109/2020),

— having regard to Rules 94, 96 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Approves the Council position on Draft amending budget No 2/2020;

2. Instructs its President to declare that Amending budget No 2/2020 has been definitively adopted and arrange for its 
publication in the Official Journal of the European Union;

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 
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Friday 17 April 2020

(1) OJ L 193, 30.7.2018, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 57, 27.2.2020.
(3) OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 884.
(4) OJ C 373, 20.12.2013, p. 1.
(5) OJ L 168, 7.6.2014, p. 105.



P9_TA(2020)0047

Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for 2020: immediate measures in the context of the 
COVID-19 outbreak; reinforcement of the European Public Prosecutor's Office

European Parliament resolution of 17 April 2020 on the decision of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to finance immediate budgetary measures in the context of the 
COVID-19 outbreak and a reinforcement of the European Public Prosecutor's Office (COM(2020)0140 — 

C9-0092/2020 –2020/2053(BUD))

(2021/C 316/09)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0140 — 
C9-0092/2020),

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 of 2 December 2013 laying down the multiannual 
financial framework for the years 2014-2020 (1), and in particular Article 11 thereof,

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December 2013 between the European Parliament, the Council 
and the Commission on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial 
management (2), and in particular point 12 thereof,

— having regard to the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2020, as definitively adopted on 
27 November 2019 (3),

— having regard to Draft amending budget No 1/2020, which the Commission adopted on 27 March 2020 
(COM(2020)0145),

— having regard to Rule 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Approves the decision annexed to this resolution;

2. Instructs its President to sign the decision with the President of the Council and arrange for its publication in the 
Official Journal of the European Union;

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution, including its annex, to the Council and the Commission. 

C 316/20 EN Official Journal of the European Union 6.8.2021

Friday 17 April 2020

(1) OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 884.
(2) OJ C 373, 20.12.2013, p. 1.
(3) OJ L 57, 27.2.2020.



ANNEX

DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to finance immediate budgetary measures in the context of the 
COVID-19 outbreak and a reinforcement of the European Public Prosecutor's Office

(The text of this annex is not reproduced here since it corresponds to the final act, Decision (EU) 2020/545.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0048

Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for 2020: immediate measures in the context of the 
COVID-19 outbreak

European Parliament resolution of 17 April 2020 on the decision of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to finance immediate budgetary measures in the context of the 

COVID-19 outbreak (COM(2020)0171 — C9-0096/2020 –2020/2056(BUD))

(2021/C 316/10)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0171 — 
C9-0096/2020),

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 of 2 December 2013 laying down the multiannual 
financial framework for the years 2014-2020 (1), and in particular Article 11 thereof,

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December 2013 between the European Parliament, the Council 
and the Commission on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial 
management (2), and in particular point 12 thereof,

— having regard to the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2020, as definitively adopted on 
27 November 2019 (3),

— having regard to Draft amending budget No 2/2020, which the Commission adopted on 2 April 2020 
(COM(2020)0170),

— having regard to Rule 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Approves the decision annexed to this resolution;

2. Instructs its President to sign the decision with the President of the Council and arrange for its publication in the 
Official Journal of the European Union;

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution, including its annex, to the Council and the Commission. 
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ANNEX

DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to finance immediate budgetary measures in the context of the 
COVID-19 outbreak

(The text of this annex is not reproduced here since it corresponds to the final act, Decision (EU) 2020/546.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0049

Mobilisation of the Contingency Margin in 2020: providing emergency assistance to Member 
States and further reinforcing the Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU in response to 
the COVID-19 outbreak

European Parliament resolution of 17 April 2020 on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and 
of the Council on the mobilisation of the Contingency Margin in 2020 to provide emergency assistance to 
Member States and further reinforce the Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU in response to the COVID-19 

outbreak (COM(2020)0172 — C9-0097/2020 –2020/2057(BUD))

(2021/C 316/11)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0172 — 
C9-0097/2020),

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 of 2 December 2013 laying down the multiannual 
financial framework for the years 2014-2020 (1), and in particular Article 13 thereof,

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December 2013 between the European Parliament, the Council 
and the Commission on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial 
management (2), and in particular point 14 thereof,

— having regard to the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2020, as definitively adopted on 
27 November 2019 (3),

— having regard to Draft amending budget No 2/2020, which the Commission adopted on 2 April 2020 
(COM(2020)0170),

— having regard to Rule 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Approves the decision annexed to this resolution;

2. Instructs its President to sign the decision with the President of the Council and arrange for its publication in the 
Official Journal of the European Union;

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution, including its annex, to the Council and the Commission. 
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ANNEX

DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the mobilisation of the Contingency Margin in 2020 to provide emergency assistance to Member States and 
further reinforce the Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU in response to the COVID-19 outbreak

(The text of this annex is not reproduced here since it corresponds to the final act, Decision (EU) 2020/547.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0050

Specific measures to provide exceptional flexibility for the use of the European Structural 
and Investments Funds in response to the COVID-19 outbreak ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 17 April 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 and Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 as 
regards specific measures to provide exceptional flexibility for the use of the European Structural and 
Investments Funds in response to the COVID-19 outbreak (COM(2020)0138 — C9-0095/2020 — 

2020/0054(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/12)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0138),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 177 and 178 and point (a) of Article 322(1) of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament 
(C9-0095/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to the opinion of the Court of Auditors of 14 April 2020 (1),

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to the undertaking given by the Council representative by letter of 8 April 2020 to approve Parliament’s 
position, in accordance with Article 294(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0054

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 17 April 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) No 1301/2013 
and (EU) No 1303/2013 as regards specific measures to provide exceptional flexibility for the use of the European 

Structural and Investments Funds in response to the COVID-19 outbreak

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/558.) 
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(1) Not yet published in the Official Journal.



P9_TA(2020)0051

Introduction of specific measures for addressing the COVID-19 crisis ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 17 April 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 223/2014 as regards the introduction of specific 

measures for addressing the COVID-19 crisis (COM(2020)0141 — C9-0094/2020 — 2020/0058(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/13)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0141),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 175(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to 
which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9-0094/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to the undertaking given by the Council representative by letter of 8 April 2020 to approve Parliament’s 
position, in accordance with Article 294(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0058

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 17 April 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 223/2014 

as regards the introduction of specific measures for addressing the outbreak of COVID-19

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/559.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0052

Specific measures to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak in the fishery and 
aquaculture sector ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 17 April 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013 and Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 as 
regards specific measures to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak in the fishery and aquaculture sector 

(COM(2020)0142 — C9-0093/2020 — 2020/0059(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/14)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0142),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 43(2), 175 and 177 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9-0093/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to the undertaking given by the Council representative by letter of 14 April 2020 to approve Parliament’s 
position, in accordance with Article 294(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0059

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 17 April 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) No 508/2014 
and (EU) No 1379/2013 as regards specific measures to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak in the 

fishery and aquaculture sector

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/560.) 
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P9_TA(2020)0053

Medical devices ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 17 April 2020 on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2017/745 on medical devices as regards the dates of 

application of certain of its provisions (COM(2020)0144 — C9-0098/2020 — 2020/0060(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

(2021/C 316/15)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2020)0144),

— having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 114 and 168(4)(c) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9-0098/2020),

— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

— after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

— having regard to the undertaking given by the Council representative by letter of 8 April 2020 to approve Parliament’s 
position, in accordance with Article 294(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Rules 59 and 163 of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to 
substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments. 

P9_TC1-COD(2020)0060

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 17 April 2020 with a view to the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/… of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2017/745 on 

medical devices, as regards the dates of application of certain of its provisions

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation 
(EU) 2020/561.) 
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