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Introduction and legal basis 

On 16 May 2013, the European Central Bank (ECB) received a request from the Council of the European 
Union for an opinion on a proposal for a Council regulation on denominations and technical specifications 
of euro coins intended for circulation ( 1 ) (hereinafter the ‘proposed regulation’). 

The ECB’s competence to deliver an opinion is based on Articles 127(4) and 128(2), Article 133 and 
Article 282(5) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, since the proposed regulation 
relates to the denominations and technical specifications of euro coins. In accordance with the first sentence 
of Article 17.5 of the Rules of Procedure of the European Central Bank, the Governing Council has adopted 
this opinion. 

Purpose and content 

The proposed regulation largely reproduces the content of Council Regulation (EC) No 975/98 of 3 May 
1998 on denominations and technical specifications of euro coins intended for circulation ( 2 ), and incor
porates the recommendations set out in the ECB’s Opinion CON/2011/18 ( 3 ) to amend Article 1 of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 975/98 and Annex I thereto, and to delete recital 13. 

In particular, the amendments replace all existing values relating to the thickness of coins in the table 
contained in Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No 975/98 with the values of the real thickness of euro coins. 
These values are well known and used as reference values by the mints to produce euro coins. 

General observations 

The ECB welcomes this Commission initiative to recast Council Regulation (EC) No 975/98 as the proposed 
regulation takes into account and incorporates the earlier ECB recommendations in relation to the technical 
specifications of euro coins. 

Done at Frankfurt am Main, 23 May 2013. 

The President of the ECB 

Mario DRAGHI
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