
COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION (EU) 2017/98 

of 18 January 2017 

amending the Annex to Implementing Decision 2013/519/EU as regards the model animal health 
certificate for imports into the Union of dogs, cats and ferrets 

(notified under document C(2017) 123) 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Council Directive 92/65/EEC of 13 July 1992 laying down animal health requirements governing trade 
in and imports into the Community of animals, semen, ova and embryos not subject to animal health requirements laid 
down in specific Community rules referred to in Annex A(I) to Directive 90/425/EEC (1), and in particular point (b) of 
the first subparagraph of Article 17(2) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1)  Directive 92/65/EEC provides that dogs, cats and ferrets are to be imported into the Union only from authorised 
territories or third countries and be accompanied by a health certificate corresponding to a specimen drawn up 
in accordance with the procedure referred to therein. Part 1 of the Annex to Commission Implementing Decision 
2013/519/EU (2) sets out the model animal health certificate. 

(2)  In the model animal health certificate reference is made to the required successful test for immune response to 
anti-rabies vaccination that should be performed on blood samples taken from dogs, cats and ferrets coming 
from or scheduling to transit through a territory or a third country listed in Annex I to Commission Decision 
2004/211/EC (3) or in Part 1 of Annex II to Commission Regulation (EU) No 206/2010 (4). 

(3)  Following the repeated forgery of laboratory reports on the results of the rabies antibody titration test, it is 
appropriate to request certifying officials in territories or third countries that the satisfactory results to that test 
should not be certified unless the authenticity of the laboratory report has been verified. A specific guidance note 
to that effect should be included in the model animal health certificate. 

(4)  Furthermore, the entry regarding the date of application or reading of the tattoo or transponder of dogs, cats or 
ferrets in Part I of the model animal health certificate has been misinterpreted by certifying officials in third 
countries and has therefore caused problems during veterinary checks at border inspection posts. In order to 
avoid any misunderstanding, that entry should be removed from Part I of the model animal health certificate that 
describes the animals, and inserted in Part II of that certificate, that concerns the certification of the animals. 
A specific note for guidance concerning the verification of the marking should also be included in Part II. 

(5)  The Annex to Implementing Decision 2013/519/EU should therefore be amended accordingly. 

(6)  In order to avoid any disruption of imports into the Union of consignments of dogs, cats and ferrets, the use of 
certificates issued in accordance with Union rules applicable before the date of application of this Decision 
should be authorised during a transitional period subject to certain conditions. 

(7)  The measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing Committee on 
Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, 
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(1) OJ L 268, 14.9.1992, p. 54. 
(2) Commission Implementing Decision 2013/519/EU of 21 October 2013 laying down the list of territories and third countries authorised 

for imports of dogs, cats and ferrets and the model health certificate for such imports (OJ L 281, 23.10.2013, p. 20). 
(3) Commission Decision 2004/211/EC of 6 January 2004 establishing the list of third countries and parts of territory thereof from which 

Member States authorise imports of live equidae and semen, ova and embryos of the equine species, and amending Decisions 
93/195/EEC and 94/63/EC (OJ L 73, 11.3.2004, p. 1). 

(4) Commission Regulation (EU) No 206/2010 of 12 March 2010 laying down lists of third countries, territories or parts thereof authorised 
for the introduction into the European Union of certain animals and fresh meat and the veterinary certification requirements (OJ L 73, 
20.3.2010, p. 1). 



HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

The Annex to Implementing Decision 2013/519/EU is amended in accordance with the Annex to this Decision. 

Article 2 

For a transitional period until 30 June 2017, Member States shall authorise imports into the Union of dogs, cats and 
ferrets which are accompanied by a health certificate issued not later than 31 May 2017 in accordance with the model 
set out in Part 1 of the Annex to Implementing Decision 2013/519/EU in its version prior to the amendments 
introduced by this Decision. 

Article 3 

This Decision shall apply from 1 June 2017. 

Article 4 

This Decision is addressed to the Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 18 January 2017. 

For the Commission 
Vytenis ANDRIUKAITIS 

Member of the Commission  
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ANNEX 

In the Annex, Part 1 is replaced by the following: 

‘PART 1 

Model animal health certificate for imports into the Union of dogs, cats and ferrets 
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