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Operative part of the judgment

1. Council Directive 92/51/EEC of 18 June 1992 on a second
general system for the recognition of professional education and
training to supplement Directive 89/48/EEC, as amended by
Directive 2001/19/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 14 May 2001, does not apply to an applicant relying
on qualifications such as those relied on by the applicant in the
main proceedings who wishes to pursue the profession of director
of voluntary sales of chattels by public auction in France.

However, Council Directive 89/48/EEC of 21 December 1988 on
a general system for the recognition of higher-education diplomas
awarded on completion of professional education and training of
at least three years' duration, as amended by Directive 2001/19,
and in particular point (b) of the first subparagraph of Article 3
thereof, may apply to such an applicant if the profession of director
of voluntary sales of chattels by public auction in the Member
State in which the applicant acquired the qualifications on which
he relies is not a regulated profession within the meaning of
Article 1(c) of that directive. It is for the national court to deter-
mine, if necessary, whether that is the case.

2. A profession access to which requires a diploma in law awarded
on completion of studies of at least two years' duration is a profes-
sion the practice of which, it can be assumed, requires a precise
knowledge of national law within the meaning of the third sub-
paragraph of Article 4(1) of Directive 89/48, as amended by
Directive 2001/19.

For that provision to apply, it is not necessary for the activity in
question to involve the provision of advice and/or assistance
concerning all national law; it is sufficient that it concerns a
specialised area and is an essential and constant element of that
activity. In that context, reference should be made in particular to
normal practice of the relevant profession.

(1) OJ C 132, 28.05.2005.
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