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Language of the case: Dutch
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Parties to the main proceedings

Applicants: K, L

Defendant: Staatssecretaris van Justitie en Veiligheid

Operative part of the judgment

1. Article 10(1)(d) and (2) of Directive 2011/95/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011
on standards for the qualification of third-country nationals or stateless persons as beneficiaries of international 
protection, for a uniform status for refugees or for persons eligible for subsidiary protection, and for the content of 
the protection granted

must be interpreted as meaning that depending on the circumstances in the country of origin, women who are 
nationals of that country, including minors, who share as a common characteristic the fact that they genuinely come 
to identify with the fundamental value of equality between women and men during their stay in a Member State may 
be regarded as belonging to ‘a particular social group’, constituting a ‘reason for persecution’ capable of leading to the 
recognition of refugee status.

2. Article 24(2) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union

must be interpreted as precluding the competent national authority from deciding upon an application for 
international protection submitted by a minor without having concretely determined the best interests of that minor 
in the context of an individual assessment.
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