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Operative part of the judgment

1. Article 2 of Council Directive 2004/81/EC of 29 April 2004 on the residence permit issued to third-country nationals 
who are victims of trafficking in human beings or who have been the subject of an action to facilitate illegal 
immigration, who cooperate with the competent authorities,

must be interpreted as meaning that:

the measure by which a third-country national is transferred from the territory of one Member State to that of another 
Member State, pursuant to Regulation (EU) No 604/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 
2013 establishing the criteria and mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible for examining an 
application for international protection lodged in one of the Member States by a third-country national or a stateless 
person, falls within the scope of the concept of ‘expulsion order’.

2. Article 6(2) of Directive 2004/81

must be interpreted as

precluding the enforcement of a decision to transfer a third-country national, taken pursuant to Regulation 
No 604/2013, during the reflection period guaranteed in Article 6 (1) of that directive, but as not precluding the 
adoption of such a decision, or of measures preparatory to the enforcement of that decision, provided that those 
preparatory measures do not deprive such a reflection period of its effectiveness, which is a matter for the referring 
court to determine. 

(1) OJ C 163, 3.5.2021.
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