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Operative part of the judgment

1. Articles 23 and 32(1) of Directive 2009/73/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 July 2009 
concerning common rules for the internal market in natural gas and repealing Directive 2003/55/EC must be interpreted 
as meaning that it does not follow from those provisions that Member States are obliged to adopt legislation under 
which, first, any final customer may choose to be connected either to the transmission system or to the distribution 
system for natural gas, and, second, the system operator concerned is required to allow him to connect to that system.

2. Article 23 of Directive 2009/73 must be interpreted as not requiring Member States to adopt legislation under which 
only an industrial customer may connect to the natural gas transmission system.

3. Article 2(3) and Article 23 of Directive 2009/73 must be interpreted as not precluding legislation of a Member State 
under which the transmission of natural gas includes the transmission of natural gas directly to the natural gas supply 
system of a final customer.

(1) OJ C 297, 7.9.2020.
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