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Questions referred

1. Is Directive 2002/21/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 March 2002 (1) on a common regulatory 
framework for electronic communications networks and services to be interpreted to the effect that, from the 
perspective of the effective protection of the public interest for which the relevant national regulatory body is 
responsible, the creation by the national legislature of a regulatory and supervisory body of an unspecialised 
institutional model, which merges into a single body the pre-existing supervisory bodies in the energy, 
telecommunications and competition fields, may be considered compatible with the directive?

2. Must the conditions of ‘independence’ of national regulatory authorities for electronic communications networks and 
services, referred to in Article 3(2) and (3a) of Directive 2002/21/EC, as amended by Directive 2009/140/EC (2), be the 
same as those required for national supervisory authorities for data protection under Article 28 of Directive 
95/46/EC (3)?

3. Is the decision in the judgment in Commission v Hungary, C-288/12 (4), applicable to a situation in which the officers of a 
national telecommunications regulatory authority are dismissed before their term of office has expired owing to the 
requirements of the new legal framework which creates a supervisory body grouping together various national 
regulatory authorities for regulated sectors? May that early dismissal, due only to the entry into force of a new national 
law and not to an unforeseen change in the circumstances of the office-holders as previously established in national law, 
be considered compatible with the provisions of Article 3 (3a) of Directive 2002/21/EC?

(1) OJ 2002 L 108, p. 33.
(2) OJ 2009 L 337, p. 37.
(3) Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of individuals with regard 

to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data (OJ 1995 L 281, p. 31).
(4) EU:C:2014:237.
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