
2. Neither the fact that a taxable person’s upstream suppliers in the supply chain have not cooperated with the tax authorities nor the 
fact that there has been no transhipment of the goods concerned constitutes, in itself, sufficient objective evidence for concluding that 
that taxable person knew, or ought to have known, that the transaction relied on as its basis for the right to deduct value added tax 
was connected with tax fraud. Nevertheless, those two facts constitute objective evidence which may be taken into account, in the 
context of an overall assessment of all the facts and circumstances of the case, in order to determine whether the taxable person knew, 
or ought to have known, that the transaction relied on as its basis for the right to deduct was connected with tax fraud.
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