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SUMMARY — CASE C-120/10

On a proper construction of Article 2(e) of
Directive 2002/30 on the establishment of
rules and procedures with regard to the
introduction of noise-related operating re-
strictions at Community airports, an ‘operat-
ing restriction’ means a prohibition, absolute
or temporary, that prevents the access of a
civil subsonic jet aeroplane to a European
Union airport. Consequently, national en-
vironmental legislation imposing limits on
maximum noise levels, as measured on the
ground, to be complied with by aircraft over-
flying areas located near the airport, does
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not itself constitute an operating restriction
within the meaning of that provision, unless,
in view of the relevant economic, technical
and legal contexts, it can have the same ef-
fect as prohibitions of access to the airport in
question.

(see para. 34, operative part)
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