
Explanatory Notes to the Combined Nomenclature of the European Union 

(2020/C 180/09) 

Pursuant to Article 9(1)(a) of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 (1), the Explanatory Notes to the Combined 
Nomenclature of the European Union (2) are hereby amended as follows: 

On page 102, between the Explanatory Note to CN heading ‘2208 Undenatured ethyl alcohol of an alcoholic strength by 
volume of less than 80 % vol; spirits, liqueurs and other spirituous beverages’ and before the Explanatory Note to CN 
subheadings ‘2208 30 11 to 2208 30 88 Whiskies’ , the following paragraph is inserted:                                                              

‘2208 20 Spirits obtained by distilling grape wine or grape marc 

See the HS Explanatory Note to heading 2208, third paragraph, (1). 

This subheading includes “wine distillate” (or “raw distillate of wine”) which is obtained by the 
primary distillation, after alcoholic fermentation, of grape wine. It does not have the properties of 
neutral ethyl alcohol or of a spirit drink but still retains the aroma and taste of the raw material 
used. Wine distillate can be added to a wine spirit to obtain Brandy or Weinbrand.’     

(1) Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff 
(OJ L 256, 7.9.1987, p. 1). 

(2) OJ C 119, 29.3.2019, p. 1. 
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