
functioning of democratic institutions and the rule of law; calls on the Commission to work out a detailed proposal for a 
monitoring mechanism, building on the provisions of Article 7 TEU and Article 258 TFEU;

39. Recalls that a streamlined, forward-looking enlargement policy could be a valuable strategic tool for the EU’s and the 
region’s economic development, and should aim to create budgetary synergies and enhanced coordination between the 
various measures and types of assistance provided by the EU, Member States and IFIs, as well as with the existing 
instruments, namely the IPA, by avoiding any potential overlap, duplications or gaps in funding, particularly in the context 
of a constrained budgetary environment;

40. Notes that the global financial crisis and the difficulties of the eurozone have highlighted the interdependence of 
national economies, both within and beyond the EU; emphasises, therefore, the importance of further consolidating 
economic and financial stability and fostering growth, also in the candidate and potential candidate countries; in these 
difficult circumstances, stresses the need to provide adequate and better-targeted pre-accession financial assistance to 
candidate and potential candidate countries; notes the Commission’s proposal for a new IPA, including increased financial 
support for the financial perspective 2014-2020; stresses, in this regard, the need to simplify and speed up procedures, as 
well as to strengthen the administrative capacity of the beneficiary countries, in order to ensure a high level of participation 
in EU programmes and to enhance absorption capacity; points out that a comprehensive position of the European 
Parliament on the IPA will be presented in the course of the ordinary legislative procedure; highlights the importance of 
national fiscal stability and the increased focus at EU level on economic governance; recommends that the question of 
sound public finances be properly addressed in the accession process;

41. Stresses that the goals of Europe 2020 are built around universal principles which have been a strong driver for 
economic wellbeing; recommends, therefore, that progress on flagship initiatives be included in the pre-accession dialogue 
and incentivised with additional funding; considers that a low-carbon growth model merits special attention and should be 
actively implemented during the enlargement process;

42. Calls for continuous inter-donor dialogue and, where appropriate, the use of suitable structures for aid coordination 
and management; calls, in this context, for closer examination of the use of innovative financial instruments requiring 
coordination structures, such as, for example, the Western Balkans Investment Framework, which is complementary to the 
administrative structures for the IPA and has the goal of attracting, pooling and channelling support for priority areas; 
emphasises the financial and policy leverage potential of financing projects using a combination of funds — from the EU, 
the Member States or the IFIs — in a manner that ensures both strict concordance with best practice in terms of financial 
management and the coordination of key actors;

o

o  o

43. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, and the Governments and 
Parliaments of the Member States and of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Iceland, Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey. 

P7_TA(2012)0454

Situation in Gaza

European Parliament resolution of 22 November 2012 on the situation in Gaza (2012/2883(RSP))

(2015/C 419/19)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council meeting of 19 November 2012,
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— having regard to the press statements by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of 18 and 19 November 2012,

— having regard to the Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process of 14 May 2012, 18 July and 23 May 2011, 
and 8 December 2009,

— having regard to the statements by High Representative Catherine Ashton of 12 November 2012 on the latest escalation 
of violence between Gaza and Israel, and of 16 November 2012 on the further escalation of violence in Israel and Gaza,

— having regard to the ceasefire agreement of 21 November 2012,

— having regard to the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 1949,

— having regard to the Charter of the United Nations,

— having regard to the Interim Agreement on the West Bank and Gaza Strip of 18 September 1995,

— having regard to the Oslo Accords (‘Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements’) of 
13 September 1993,

— having regard to Rule 110(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the recent escalation of violence has resulted in the loss of life and unacceptable suffering to the civilian 
population of both parties involved;

B. whereas Egyptian Foreign Minister Mohamed Kamel Amr and US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced a 
ceasefire at a news conference in Cairo on 21 November 2012; whereas, according to this ceasefire, ‘Israel shall stop all 
hostilities in the Gaza Strip, land, sea and air including incursions and targeting of individuals’ while ‘all Palestinian 
factions shall stop all hostilities from the Gaza Strip against Israel, including rocket attacks and attacks along the 
border’;

C. whereas Parliament has repeatedly expressed its support for the two-state solution with the State of Israel and an 
independent, democratic and viable State of Palestine living side by side in peace and security, and called for the creation 
of the conditions for the resumption of direct peace talks between the parties;

D. whereas the blockade of, and the humanitarian crisis in, the Gaza Strip continues despite numerous calls by the 
international community for the opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons 
to and from Gaza, as also reiterated in the Council conclusions of 14 May 2012;

E. whereas Parliament has repeatedly expressed its strong commitment to the security of the State of Israel; whereas the 
Council conclusions of 14 May 2012 also reiterated the fundamental commitment of the EU and its Member States to 
the security of Israel, condemned in the strongest terms violence deliberately targeting civilians, including rocket attacks 
from the Gaza Strip, and called for the effective prevention of arms smuggling into Gaza;

1. Expresses grave concern about the situation in Gaza and Israel and considers deeply regrettable the loss of civilian life, 
including among women and children; welcomes the ceasefire agreement announced in Cairo and calls for its full 
implementation; stresses that all attacks must end immediately as they cause unjustifiable suffering among innocent 
civilians, and calls for an urgent de-escalation and cessation of hostilities; commends the efforts of Egypt and other actors to 
mediate for a sustainable ceasefire and welcomes the mission of the United Nations Secretary-General to the region;

2. Strongly condemns the rocket attacks on Israel from the Gaza Strip, which Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza 
must cease immediately; stresses that Israel has the right to protect its population from these kinds of attacks, while 
pointing out that, in doing so, it must act proportionately and ensure the protection of civilians at all times; stresses the 
need for all sides fully to respect international humanitarian law, and that there can be no justification for the deliberate 
targeting of innocent civilians;
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3. Condemns the terrorist attack on a bus carrying civilians in Tel Aviv on 21 November 2012;

4. Reiterates its strong support for the two-state solution on the basis of the 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as capital of 
both states, and with the State of Israel and an independent, democratic and viable State of Palestine living side by side in 
peace and security;

5. Stresses again that peaceful and non-violent means are the only way to achieve a just and lasting peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians; calls again for the creation of the conditions for the resumption of direct peace talks between the 
two parties;

6. Supports, in this connection, Palestine’s bid to become a UN non-member observer, and considers this an important 
step in making Palestinian claims more visible, stronger and more effective; calls, in this connection, on the EU Member 
States and the international community to find an agreement in this direction;

7. Urges the EU and the Member States again to play a more active political role in the efforts aimed at achieving a just 
and lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians; supports the High Representative in her efforts to create a credible 
perspective for relaunching the peace process;

8. Reiterates its call for the lifting of the blockade of the Gaza Strip, conditional upon an effective control mechanism to 
prevent the smuggling of arms into Gaza, in recognition of Israel’s legitimate security needs; calls also for steps to be taken 
to allow the reconstruction and economic recovery of Gaza;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Vice-President of the 
Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of 
the Member States, the EU Special Representative to the Middle East Peace Process, the President of the UN General 
Assembly, the governments and parliaments of the UN Security Council members, the Middle East Quartet Envoy, the 
Knesset and the Government of Israel, the President of the Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian Legislative Council. 

P7_TA(2012)0455

Implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy

European Parliament resolution of 22 November 2012 on the implementation of the Common Security and 
Defence Policy (based on the Annual Report from the Council to the European Parliament on the Common 

Foreign and Security Policy) (12562/2011 — 2012/2138(INI))

(2015/C 419/20)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Annual Report from the Council to the European Parliament on the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy, in particular the part concerning the European Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) (12562/2011),

— having regard to the report of the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) to the Council of 23 July 2012 on the CSDP,

— having regard to the Council conclusions of 23 July 2012 on the CSDP,

— having regard to the Council conclusions of 1 December 2011 on the CSDP,

— having regard to the Ghent Initiative on military capabilities launched at the informal meeting of EU defence ministers 
in September 2010,

— having regard to Articles 2, 3, 24 and 36 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU),
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