
This preparatory action for European research grants for journalists is intended to facilitate and develop serious cross- 
border journalistic research at Union level. Calls for tenders will be organised with a view to selecting common 
investigation projects involving journalists from at least two Member States, with a cross-border or European 
dimension resulting from a national, regional or local perspective. The results of the journalistic investigation selected 
will be published in at least all the Member States involved. 

For this purpose, a feasibility study will be set-up in order to find new ways to launch this project. The study must 
look at ways in which independent, critical journalism can be funded by the EU, while ensuring the independence of 
information. 

Draft amending budget No 6/2011: Own resources, Integrated Maritime Policy, 
Greece, ESF, Palestine 

P7_TA(2011)0522 

European Parliament resolution of 1 December 2011 on the Council position on Draft amending 
budget No 6/2011 of the European Union for the financial year 2011, Section III – Commission 

(17631/2011 – C7-0440/2011 – 2011/2267(BUD)) 

(2013/C 165 E/15) 

The European Parliament, 

— having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and in particular Article 314 
thereof and to the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, and in particular 
Article 106a thereof, 

— having regard to Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 25 June 2002 on the Financial 
Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities ( 1 ), and in particular Articles 
37 and 38 thereof, 

— having regard to the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2011, as definitively 
adopted on 15 December 2010 ( 2 ), 

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission on budgetary discipline and sound financial management ( 3 ), 

— having regard to Draft amending budget No 6/2011 of the European Union for the financial year 2011, 
which the Commission presented on 18 October 2011 (COM(2011)0674), 

— having regard to the Council position on Draft amending budget No 6/2011, which the Council 
established on 30 November 2011 (17631/2011 – C7-0440/2011), 

— having regard to Rules 75b and 75e of its Rules of Procedure, 

— having regard to the report of the Committee on Budgets (A7-0407/2011), 

A. whereas Draft amending budget No 6/2011 to the general budget 2011 covers, inter alia, 
reinforcements in commitment appropriations in headings 1 and 4 for a respective amount of 
EUR 3,25 million and EUR 113,4 million, an increase of payment appropriations to cover needs in 
heading 1 for an amount of EUR 550,3 million, and an update in the forecast of the revenue;
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B. whereas the Council has modified Draft amending budget No 6/2011 by decreasing to EUR 200 
million the total net reinforcement in payment appropriations; 

C. whereas Parliament has persistently stressed, throughout the entire 2011 budgetary procedure, that the 
overall level of payments advocated by the Council and adopted for the financial year 2011 was 
insufficient and would not enable all clearly agreed needs to be met; 

D. whereas both branches of the budgetary authority had agreed, during conciliation on the budget for the 
financial year 2011, on a Joint Statement on payment appropriations committing Parliament and the 
Council to "avoid any shortfall in payment appropriations"; 

E. whereas some payment needs have already been addressed in part through the global transfer in 
payment appropriations (DEC 34/2011) for a total amount of EUR 719,2 million, and whereas the 
Commission will soon have to present a new global transfer to address, as much as possible, needs not 
covered by the agreement on Draft amending budget No 6/2011, i.e. EUR 1 047 million as of 
18 November 2011, in order to fulfil the legal obligations of the Union with regard to payment 
appropriations; 

F. whereas the proposed increase in payment appropriations by EUR 200 million represents only a limited 
part of the identified supplementary needs until the end of 2011, amounting to EUR 1 642 million as 
of 18 November 2011; 

G. whereas reinforcements under heading 4 for financial assistance to Palestine, the peace process and 
UNRWA, and for Banana Accompanying Measures are redeployed from unused appropriations under 
the Macro-Financial Assistance, and are part of the agreement reached by the conciliation committee on 
the budget for the financial year 2012; 

H. whereas part of the revenue increase stems from fines and interest on late payments totalling EUR 435 
million, i.e. from the enforcement of competition policy; 

1. Takes note of Draft amending budget No 6/2011 and of subsequent reassessments leading to the 
updating of needs in payment appropriations and possible redeployments in commitment appropriations; 

2. Notes that Draft amending budget No 6/2011, as amended by the Council, reflects the agreement 
reached by the conciliation committee, which covers both the budget for the financial year 2012 and Draft 
amending budget No 6/2011; 

3. Deeply regrets the climate of mistrust prevailing during the negotiations between the Commission and 
the Member States as to the level of extra payment appropriations needed in 2011 for the Commission to 
be able to fulfil the legal obligations of the Union; requests the Commission to communicate to the two 
arms of the budgetary authority and to the public in general, what are the consequences of this agreement 
on the implementation of ongoing programmes; is particularly concerned about the effects of this decision 
on the running of structural and cohesion funds in the Member States, along with key programmes under 
the heading "Sustainable growth"; 

4. Underlines that the Council's approach is at odds with the processes of the European Semester and a 
strengthened European economic governance whereby synergies and complementarities between the Union 
and the national budgets should be sought; is all the more concerned by the stance of the Council since, if 
the Union is to recover from the current economic and social crisis, forward-looking investments need to be 
supported; 

5. Expresses its willingness to take part, together with the Council and the Commission, in a stocktaking 
exercise in order to address potential shortcomings and shortfalls in the implementation of the current 
multiannual programmes, particularly those under subheadings 1a and 1b.
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6. Reiterates its firm conviction that part of the revenue stemming from fines and interest on late 
payments, i.e. from the enforcement of competition policy, which is an exclusive Union competence, 
should be directly put back and reinvested in the Union budget and not returned to the Member States 
in the context of the balance; 

7. Approves, without amendment, the Council position on Draft amending budget No 6/2011 and 
instructs its President to declare that Amending budget No 6/2011 has been definitively adopted and to 
arrange for its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union; 

8. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the national 
parliaments. 

Mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund: application 
EGF/2011/005 PT/Norte-Centro Automotive/Portugal 

P7_TA(2011)0523 

European Parliament resolution of 1 December 2011 on the proposal for a decision of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund, in 
accordance with point 28 of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 between the 
European Parliament, the Council and the Commission on budgetary discipline and sound 
financial management (application EGF/2011/005 PT/Norte-Centro Automotive from Portugal) 

(COM(2011)0664 – C7-0334/2011 – 2011/2262(BUD)) 

(2013/C 165 E/16) 

The European Parliament, 

— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2011)0664 – 
C7-0334/2011), 

— having regard to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission on budgetary discipline and sound financial management ( 1 ) (IIA of 
17 May 2006), and in particular point 28 thereof, 

— having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1927/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
20 December 2006 on establishing the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund ( 2 ) (EGF Regulation), 

— having regard to the trilogue procedure provided for in point 28 of the IIA of 17 May 2006, 

— having regard to the letter of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, 

— having regard to the report of the Committee on Budgets (A7-0395/2011), 

A. whereas the European Union has set up the appropriate legislative and budgetary instruments to 
provide additional support to workers who are suffering from the consequences of major structural 
changes in world trade patterns and to assist their reintegration into the labour market, 

B. whereas the scope of the EGF was broadened for applications submitted from 1 May 2009 to include 
support for workers made redundant as a direct result of the global financial and economic crisis,
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