
6.3 Wider discussion involving stakeholders would help to
set new concrete objectives for the Open Method of Coordina-
tion. This may include a system of benchmarking, indicators
and peer reviews to measure the degree of engagement of orga-
nised civil society.

6.4 It would also be interesting for the Commission and the
Council to know what issues national ESCs are discussing
among themselves. The EESC might list those of horizontal

European significance. The more these discussions concern
concrete approaches and measures promoting Lisbon objectives,
the more attention they will attract in government circles.

6.5 Implementation and the way it is secured by goals,
measurable objectives and timetables is key. Organised civil
society as a whole and especially national ESCs can play an
effective role in identifying deficiencies and helping to find
sustainable solutions.
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On 24 October 2007 the Council decided to consult the European Economic and Social Committee, under
Article 262 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, on the

Proposal for a Council Directive on the structure and rates of excise duty applied to manufactured tobacco (Codified
version).

Since the Committee unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no
comment on its part, it decided, at its 440th plenary session of 12 and 13 December 2007 (meeting of
12 December 2007), by 129 votes in favour with six abstentions, to issue an opinion endorsing the
proposed text.
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