
RECOMMENDATIONS 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

of 4 November 2013 

amending Recommendation 2006/576/EC as regards T-2 and HT-2 toxin in compound feed for cats 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

(2013/637/EU) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, and in particular Article 292 thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) T-2 toxin and HT-2 toxin are mycotoxins produced by 
various Fusarium species. T-2 toxin is rapidly metabolised 
to a large number of products, HT-2 toxin being a major 
metabolite. 

(2) The Scientific Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain 
(CONTAM panel) of the European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) adopted an opinion on a request from the 
Commission related to the risks for animal and public 
health related to the presence of T-2 and HT-2 toxin in 
food and feed ( 1 ). 

(3) As regards the animal health risk, the CONTAM panel 
concluded that for ruminants, rabbits and fish, the 
current estimated exposure to T-2 and HT-2 toxin is 
considered unlikely to be a health concern. For pigs, 
poultry, horses and dogs, the estimates of exposure to 
T-2 and HT-2 toxin indicate that the risk of adverse 
health effects is low. Cats are amongst the most 
sensitive animal species. Due to the limited data and 
the severe adverse health effects at low dose levels, no 
No Observed Adverse Effect Level (NOAEL) or Lowest 
Observed Adverse Effect Level (LOAEL) could be 
established. 

(4) Taking into account the conclusions of the scientific 
opinion, investigations have to be undertaken in order 

to collect information on the factors resulting in relative 
high levels of T2 and HT-2 toxin in cereals and 
cereal products and on the effects of feed and food 
processing. Therefore, Commission Recommendation 
2013/165/EU ( 2 ) was adopted to recommend carrying 
out these investigations. 

(5) Given the toxicity of T-2 and HT-2 toxin for cats it is 
appropriate to establish in addition a guidance value for 
the sum of T-2 and HT-2 toxin in cat feed to be applied 
for judging the acceptability of cat feed as regards 
the presence of T-2 and HT-2 toxin. Commission 
Recommendation 2006/576/EC ( 3 ) should therefore be 
amended, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS RECOMMENDATION: 

In the Annex of Recommendation 2006/576/EC, the following 
entry is added after the entry on Fumonisin B1 + B2: 

‘Mycotoxin Products intended for 
animal feed 

Guidance value in mg/kg 
(ppm) relative to a 
feedingstuff with a 

moisture content of 12 % 

T-2 + HT-2 toxin Compound feed for 
cats 

0,05’ 

Done at Brussels, 4 November 2013. 

For the Commission 

Tonio BORG 
Member of the Commission
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