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DECISIONS 

COUNCIL 

COUNCIL DECISION 

of 4 November 2008 

on the signing, on behalf of the Community and its Member States, of the Protocol amending the 
Agreement on maritime transport between the European Community and its Member States, of the 

one part, and the Government of the People’s Republic of China, of the other part 

(2009/432/EC) 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Community, and in particular Article 80(2) in conjunction 
with the first sentence of the first subparagraph of 
Article 300(2) and the first subparagraph of Article 300(3) 
thereof, 

Having regard to the 2005 Act of Accession, and in particular 
Article 6(2) thereof, 

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 

Whereas: 

(1) The Agreement on Maritime Transport between the 
European Community and its Member States, of the 
one part, and the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China, of the other part, hereinafter referred to as the 
‘Agreement’, was signed in Brussels on 6 December 2002 
and entered into force on 1 March 2008 ( 1 ). 

(2) The Commission was authorised by the Council on 
23 October 2006 to negotiate a Protocol with China 
amending the Agreement in order to take account of 
the accession of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania 
to the European Union. 

(3) The Protocol was initialled by both sides on 28 February 
2008. 

(4) The Protocol should therefore be signed, subject to its 
conclusion after completion of the necessary constitu
tional and institutional procedures, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The signing of the Protocol amending the Agreement on 
maritime transport between the European Community and its 
Member States, of the one part, and the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China, of the other part, is hereby 
approved on behalf of the European Community and its 
Member States, subject to the Council Decision concerning 
the conclusion of the said Protocol. 

The text of the Protocol is attached to this Decision. 

Article 2 

The President of the Council is hereby authorised to designate 
the person or persons empowered to sign the Protocol, on 
behalf of the European Community and its Member States, 
subject to its conclusion. 

Done at Brussels, 4 November 2008. 

For the Council 
The President 
C. LAGARDE
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( 1 ) OJ L 46, 21.2.2008, p. 25.


