
COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 734/2004
of 20 April 2004

establishing transitional measures for the application of Regulation (EC) No 2316/1999 as regards
the minimum area for aid applications for the 2004/2005 marketing year by reason of the acces-

sion of Malta to the European Union

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to the Treaty of Accession of the Czech
Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta,
Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia, and in particular Article 2(3)
thereof,

Having regard to the Act of Accession of the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland,
Slovenia and Slovakia, and in particular the first paragraph of
Article 41 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 2316/1999 of 22
October 1999 laying down detailed rules for the applica-
tion of Council Regulation (EC) No 1251/1999 estab-
lishing a support system for producers of arable crops (1)
lays down the conditions for granting area payments. In
particular it requires a minimum size of 0,3 hectare per
aid application.

(2) Malta has a very large number of small farms, less than
0,3 hectare in size. To avoid many farmers being disqua-
lified from the aid scheme, the Maltese authorities
should be permitted to set a lower threshold for the
minimum area for the 2004/2005 marketing year.

(3) The measures provided for in this regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

As an exception to Article 3(1)(d) of Regulation (EC) No 2316/
1999, Malta may set the minimum size for applications for
area payments, at less than 0,3 hectare for the 2004/2005
marketing year.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force subject to and on the
date of entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Czech
Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta,
Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 20 April 2004.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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(1) OJ L 280, 30.10.1999, p. 43. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 206/2004 (OJ L 34, 6.2.2004, p. 4).


