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THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 2001/89/EC of 23 October
2001 on Community measures for the control of classical
swine fever (1), and in particular Article 16(1), thereof,

Whereas:

(1) In 1997 classical swine fever was confirmed in the feral
pig population in the province of Varese, Italy.

(2) A plan for the eradication of classical swine fever was
approved by Commission Decision 98/399/EC of 8 June
1998 approving the plan presented by Italy for the
eradication of classical swine fever in feral pigs in the
province of Varese (2).

(3) Italy has submitted information suggesting that classical
swine fever has been successfully eradicated from the
province of Varese.

(4) The Italian authorities will continue an intensive surveil-
lance on classical swine fever in feral pigs in the frame-
work of the programme for the eradication and moni-
toring of swine vesicular disease and classical swine fever
approved by Commission Decision 2002/943/EC of 28
November 2002 approving programmes for the eradica-

tion and monitoring of certain animal diseases and for
the prevention of zoonoses presented by the Member
States for the year 2003 (3).

(5) It is therefore appropriate to repeal Decision 98/399/EC.

(6) The measures provided for in this Decision are in accor-
dance with the opinion of the Standing Committee on
the Food Chain and Animal Health,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Decision 98/399/EC is repealed.

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the Italian Republic.

Done at Brussels, 14 May 2003.

For the Commission
David BYRNE

Member of the Commission
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