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COUNCIL DECISION
of 26 February 1996

concerning the conclusion of the Convention on the protection of the Alps
(Alpine Convention)

(96/191/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 130s (1) in conjunc-
tion with Article 228 (2) and (3), first subparagraph,
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parli-
ament (%),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (%),

Whereas the Commission has been involved, on behalf of
the Community, in the negotiations aimed at the conclu-
sion of the Convention on the protection of the Alps
{Alpine Convention); whereas that Convention was signed
on behalf of the Community on 7 November 1991;

Whereas the conclusion of the Convention forms part of
the involvement of the Community in the international
activities on the protection of the environment recom-
mended in the Council resolution of 16 December 1992
on the fifth Programme of Action by the European
Communities on the Environment;

Whereas the protection of the Alps is a major challenge
to all Member States owing to the cross-frontier nature of
the economic, social and ecological problems of the
Alpine area;

Whereas the Community should therefore approve the
said Convention;
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Whereas, in order to permit the rapid entry into force of
that Convention, it is necessary that the Member States
which have signed the said Convention should complete
as soon as possible their ratification, acceptance or
approval procedures relating to the said Convention in
order to enable the Community and those Member States
to deposit their instruments of ratification, acceptance or
approval,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

The Convention on the protection of the Alps (Alpine
Convention) is hereby approved on behalf of the Euro-
pean Community.

The text of the Convention is attached to this Decision.

Article 2

The President of the Council is hereby authorized to
designate the person(s) empowered to deposit, on behalf
of the Community, the instrument of approval with the
Republic of Austria in accordance with Article 12 of the
Convention.

Done at Brussels, 26 February 1996.

For the Council
The President
W. LUCCHETTI



