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COMMISSION DECISION

of 28 October 1988

on the multiannual guidance programme for the fishing fieet in the French
overseas departments (1987 to 1991) forwarded by France pursuant to Regulation

(EEC) No 4028/86
(Only the French text is authentic)

(88/569/EEC)

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are in
accordance with the opinion of the Standing Committee
for the Fishing Industry ;

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

The multiannual guidance programme for the fishing
fleet in the French overseas departments (1987 to 1991 ),
as forwarded by the French Government on ' 30 April
1987 and as last supplemented on 18 August 1987, is
hereby approved subject to the conditions set out in this
Decision .

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 4028/86
of 18 December 1986, on Community measures to
improve and adapt structures in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector ('), and in particular Article 4 thereof,

Whereas, on 30 April 1987, the French Government
forwarded to the Commission a multiannual guidance
programme for the fishing fleet, hereinafter referred to as
'the programme'; whereas on 18 August 1987 it
forwarded additional the latest information about the
programme ;

Whereas with Decision 88/ 1 21 /EEC the Commission
approved the programme (2) ;

Whereas at that time integrated development operations
were being planned in the French overseas departments
part of which related to the fishing fleet ;

Whereas the Commission accordingly approved the part
of the programme relating to the French overseas
departments for 1987 only ;

Whereas the IDO for the island of Reunion was approved
was approved on 15 December 1987 ;

Whereas the Commission has been unable to take a
decision on the specific measures in the fisheries sector in
the departments of Martinique, Guadeloupe and French
Guiana because it does not possess all the details required
to assess them with a view to their approval ; whereas it
has therefore decided to consider financing of the specific
measures for the fishing fleet in those departments out of
the normal funds operations rather than as integrated
operations ;

Whereas the measures which relate to the fishing fleet
should bef assessed within the framework of the
multiannual guidance programmes for the fishing fleet ;
and whereas the programme relating to the overseas
departments should therefore be approved for the period
of validity from 1987 to 1991 initially envisaged ;

Article 2

No later than 15 February and 31 July of each year,
France shall forward to the Commission, in respect of
each category of vessels defined in the programme,
information on the number of vessels commissioned and
withdrawn and on the tonnage and engine power added
and withdrawn during the six-month period ending on
the "preceeding 31 December or 30 June.

Article 3

The approval referred to in Article 1 shall only be
effective where the development of the fleet complies
with the objectives of the programme as set out in the
Annex hereto .

Should the Commission find, on the basis of the regular
return specified in Article 2, or should the said returns
not be supplied for two consecutive six-month periods,
the Commission will notify the Member State that the
conditions to which approval of the programme was made
subject have not been fulfilled.

Article 4

This Decision shall be without prejudice to any
Community financial aid that may be granted to
individual investment projects.

(') OJ No L 376, 31 . 12. 1986, p. 7.
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Article 5

The Decision is addressed to the French Republic.

Done at Brussels, 28 October 1988 .

For the Commission

Antonio CARDOSO E CUNHA

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

Multiannual guidance programme for the fishing fleet in the French overseas departments
(1987 to 1991 )

I. GENERAL REMARKS

The programme relates to the whole of the fishing fleet of the French overseas departments and covers their
entire territory.

II . OBJECTIVES

To adapt or foster fisheries production capacity with a view to :
— technical modification gf the non-industrial inshore fishing fleet in the French overseas territories :

by using open motor boats in which it is possible to gain access to resources in deeper waters and to
some deep-sea resources, by replacing traditional boats with a smaller number of more advanced boats of
average productivity,
by using decked vessels of less than nine metres between perpendiculars so that artisanal fishing activities
can be relocated when possible,
by using multi-purpose vessels of more than nine metres between perpendiculars so that owner masters
can fish for shrimp and bottom fish in Guiana ;

— revival or creation, as the case may be, of company-operated deep-sea fishing activities in that department
including trawling, fishing for pelagic species, pole and line fishing, pot fishing or gill netting ;

— continued transfer of part of Guiana's industrial shrimp-fishing fleet to the Community flag, so that by
1991 the greater part of the stocks will be exploited by EEC vessels.

III . INVESTMENTS

The following investments are provided for :

Departments
i

Type of investment No of
vessels

Amount of investment

(FF million) (ECU million)

MARTINIQUE Artisanal offshore fishing :
Traditional boats (not including
outboards motors) :
Vessels , measuring less than 9 metres
between perpendiculars
Artisanal offshore fishing :
Motorized boats (inboard diesel motor)
Artisanal offshore-fishing :
Multi-purpose decked vessels measuring
less than 12 metres

Deep-sea fishing :
Company-operated vessels

300

50

5

5

15

20

6

35

2,143

2,857

0,857

5

TOTAL 76 10,857

GUADELOUPE Artisanal offshore fishing :
Traditional boats

Artisanal offshore fishing :
, Mechanized boats

Artisanal inshore fishing
Deep-sea fishing :
Company-operated vessels

300

125

10

1

15

18,75

10

7

2,143

2,679

1,429

1

TOTAL 50,75 7,251
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Departments
l

Type of investment
No of
vessels

Amount of investment

(FF million) (ECU million)'

GUIANA Artisanal offshore fishing :
Traditional boats

Artisanal offshore fishing :
Improved boats
Artisanal shrimp fishing
General artisanal fishing
Industrial shrimp fishing
General industrial fishing

20

36

35

4,5

18

175

0,643

2,571

25,00

I TOTAL 197,5 28,214

REUNION Inshore fishing :
Vessels measuring less than 9 metres
between perpendiculars
Deep-sea fishing

5

3

3,5

7,8

0,5

1,114

TOTAL 11,3 1,614

GENERAL TOTAL 335,55 47,796

IV. COMMENTS

1 . The objectives and investments listed above can only be revised on the basis of exact scientific evaluations
that show the existence of resources not fully exploited at present.

2. As the shrimp-fishing and multi-purpose fishing fleets operating in Guianese waters are brought under
the Community flag, the balance of fish stocks must be respected in accordance with the Community's
rules on the conservation and management of fishery resources .

3 . It may be possible to consider a certain increase in the individual tonnage and average engine power of
the inshore fleet during the course of the implementation of the programme for reasons of navigating
safety and to improve working conditions and conservation of existing stocks in coastal areas .
Such an increase, where appropriate, would have to be in line with the available stocks likely to be fished
by that fleet.

4. The Commission would point out that any structural financial measures taken by the national, regional or
local authorities in respect of the sector concerned must henceforth lie within the scope of this
programme.


