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COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION

of 27 April 1981
authorizing Ireland not to apply Community treatment to footwear with outer
soles and uppers of rubber or artificial plastic material originating in Taiwan

(Only the English text is authentic)

(81 /466/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular the first para­
graph of Article 1 1 5 thereof,

Having regard to Commission Decision 80/47/EEC of
20 December 1979 on surveillance and protective
measures which Member States may be authorized to
take in respect of imports of certain products origi­
nating in third countries and put into free circulation
in another Member State ( 1 ), and in particular Article
3 thereof,

Whereas, on 1 5 April 1981 , a request was made , under
the first paragraph of Article 115 of the Treaty, by the
Irish Government to the Commission of the Euro­
pean Communities for authorization not to apply
Community treatment to footwear with outer soles
and uppers of rubber or artificial plastic material
falling within heading No 64.01 of the Common
Customs Tariff, originating in Taiwan and in free
circulation in the other Member States ;

Whereas in Ireland the importation of the products in
question originating in Taiwan is subject to an annual
quota of 17 000 pairs which is already wholly taken
up ;

Whereas the imports in free circulation rose to 21 107
pieces, that is by 124-2 % in comparison to the quota,
and this has caused serious economic difficulties ;

Whereas disparities still exist between the conditions
governing the importation of the products in question
into the different Member States ; whereas uniformity
can only be brought about gradually ;

Whereas total imports of the products in question
originating in third countries have increased from
191 952 pairs in 1979 to 336 772 pairs during the first
10 months of 1980 ;

Whereas imports originating in the Community have
increased from 1 737 734 pairs in 1979 to 1 557 370
pairs during the first 10 months of 1980 ;

Whereas the imports of the footwear in question are
in direct competition with footwear with outer soles of
leather produced in Ireland and, for certain types
(sandals and light shoes), constitute a very competitive
substitute product ;

Whereas it is recognized that the leather footwear
sector in the Community is currently experiencing
serious economic and social problems ;

Whereas, with regard to the situation of the leather
shoe industry, the information received by the
Commission shows that output was 3 818 000 pairs in
the first nine months of 1979 and 3 265 000 pairs in
the first nine months of 1980 ; whereas its share of
the market has fallen from 52 % in 1973 to 16 % in
1980 and its consumption was 9 795 000 pairs in 1979
and 9 161 000 pairs in 1980 ;

Whereas, since the beginning of the year, there have
been imports into Ireland of footwear with outer soles
of rubber or artificial plastic material originating in
Taiwan and put into free circulation in other Member
States ;

Whereas domestic prices have been depressed and
provide a reasonable profit ;

Whereas the industry concerned has consequently
suffered a fall in profits ;

Whereas there have been redundancies, and short­
time working has increased considerably in the foot­
wear sector ;

Whereas, however, any uncontrolled development of
these imports might lead to economic difficulties for
the abovementioned industry ;(•) OJ No L 16, 22 . 1 . 1980 , p . 14.
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States, in respect of which applications for import
licences were lodged after the date of adoption of this
Decision :

Whereas further indirect imports, in addition to those
already admitted or planned, would be likely to aggra­
vate these difficulties and jeopardize the aims of the
abovementioned commercial policy measures ;

Whereas is not possible to set in motion rapidly the
machinery for bringing about the necessary coopera­
tion from the other Member States ;

Whereas authorization should accordingly be given
for the application of protective measures under the
first paragraph of Article 115, subject to the condi­
tions laid down in Decision 80/47/EEC, and in parti­
cular Article 3 thereof,

CCT

heading Description
No

64.01 Footwear with outer soles and
(NIMEXE codes : uppers of rubber or artificial plastic
64.01-21 , 25, 29, 61 , material
63, 65, 69)

Article 2

This Decision shall apply until 30 September 1981 .
Article 3

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION : This Decision is addressed to Ireland.

Done at Brussels, 27 April 1981 .
Article 1

For the Commission

Wilhelm HAFERKAMP

Vice-President

Ireland is authorized not to apply Community treat­
ment to the products indicated below, originating in
Taiwan and in free circulation in the other Member


