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COUNCIL DECISION

of 9 October 1978

adopting a European Economic Community concerted project in the field of analysis of
organic micropollutants in water

(78 /88 8/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia
ment ( 1 ),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee ( 2),

Whereas by virtue of Article 2 of the Treaty the Com
munity has as its task the promotion throughout the
Community of a harmonious development of economic
activities , a continuous and balanced expansion and an
accelerated raising of the standard of living ;

Whereas in the declaration of 22 November 1973 ( 3 )
the Council approved the principles and objectives of a
Community environmental policy and the general de
scription of the action to be undertaken at Community
level ; whereas in the resolution of 17 May 1977 (4 ) the
Council approved the continuation and implementation
of a Community policy and action programme on the
environment;

Whereas in its Decision 76/311/EEC ( s) the Council
adopted an environmental research programme;

Whereas in its Decision 77/488 /EEC, Euratom ( 6) the
Council adopted a research programme for the Joint
Research Centre ;

Whereas in the resolution of 14 January 1974 on an
initial outline programme of the European Communities

in the field of science and technology ( 7 ), the Council
stressed that appropriate use should be made of the
whole range of ways and means available, including
concerted projects , and that whenever it proved desir
able that third countries , particularly European ones ,
should be associated in these projects , steps should be
taken to make this possible ;

Whereas in its resolution of 14 Janaury 1974 on inter
alia the coordination of national policies in the field of
science and technology ( 8 ), the Council entrusted the
Community institutions with the task of gradually en
suring such coordination , aided by the Scientific and
Technical Research Committee (CREST);

Whereas a research project on the analysis of organic
micropollutants in water, carried out under an Agree
ment signed on 23 November 1971 within the
framework of European Cooperation in the Field of
Scientific and Technical Research (COST) (COST pro
ject 64 b), produced very encouraging results ;

Whereas a concerted Community research project in the
field of analysis of organic micropollutants in water,
continuing and extending COST project 64b , will con
tribute effectively to the achievement of the above
mentioned aims, in particular with regard to the re
duction of environmental pollution ;

Whereas the Member States intend , as part of the rules
and procedures applicable to their national pro
grammes, to carry out the research described in Annex
I, and are prepared to integrate such research into a
process of coordination at Community level over a
period of four years ;

Whereas the execution of such research as described in
Annex I will require a financial contribution of about
eight million European units of account from the
Member States and from the Community ;

Whereas the Treaty does not provide the specific
powers necessary for this purpose ;

Whereas CREST has given its opinion on the Com
mission proposal ,

(!) OJ No C 108 , 8 . 5..1978 , p. 56 .
( 2) Opinion delivered on 1 June 1978 (not yet published in the
Official Journal ).

( 3 ) OJ No C 112, 20. 12 . 1973 , p. 1 .
(4 ) OJ No C 139 , 13 . 6 . 1977, p. 1 .
( s ) OJ No L 74, 20. 3 . 1976, p. 36.
('6 ) OJ No L 200, 8 . 8 . 1977, p. 4 .

( 7 ) OJ No C 7, 29 . 1 . 1974, p. 6 .
( 8 ) OJ No C 7, 29 . 1 . 1974,, p. 2 .
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

The Community shall implement over a period of four
years a concerted project in the field of analysis of
organic micropollutants in water (hereinafter referred to
as ' the project').

The project shall consist in coordination at Community
level of the research described in Annex I and forming
part of the national research programmes of the
Member States and of the research programme of the
Community.

Article 2

The Commission shall be responsible for coordination.

by the project . They shall provide the Commission with
all information relevant for coordination purposes .
They shall also endeavour to provide the Commission
with information on similar research planned or carried
out by bodies for which they are not responsible. Any
information shall be treated as confidential if so re
quested by the Member State which provides it .

2 . The Commission shall prepare annual progress
reports on the basis of the information supplied, and
shall forward them to the Member States and the Euro
pean Parliament.

3 . At the end of the coordination period the Com
mission, in agreement with the Committee, shall for
ward to the Member States and the European Parlia
ment a general report on the execution and results of
the project. The Commission shall publish this report
six months after it has been forwarded to the Member
States, unless a Member State objects . In this case the
report shall be distributed, at their request, solely to the
institutions and undertakings whose research or pro
duction activities justify access to the results of the re
search covered by the project. The Commission may
make arrangements to ensure that the report remains
confidential and is not divulged to third parties .

Article 6

1 . In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the
Community may conclude an agreement with non
member States involved in European Cooperation in the
Field of Scientific and Technical Research (COST) to
ensure that the Community project and the correspond
ing programmes of these States are harmonized.

2 . The Commission is hereby authorized to negotiate
the agreement referred to in paragraph 1 in accordance
with the conclusions approved by the Council on 18
July 1978 concerning European Cooperation in the
Field of Scientific and Technical Research (COST).

Article 3

The maximum financial contribution by the Com
munity to such coordination shall be 480 000 European
units of account, the European unit of account being as
defined by the Financial Regulations applicable.

One member of staff shall be assigned to the coordi
nation of the project.

Article 4

To facilitate the execution of the project, a Concerted
Action Committee on the Analysis of Organic Micro
pollutants in Water, hereinafter referred to as ' the
Committee ', shall be established.

A project leader shall be appointed by the Commission
in agreement with the Committee. The project leader
shall , in particular, assist the Commission in its task of
coordination .

The terms of reference and the composition of the
Committee are laid down in Annex II . The Committee
shall draw up its own rules of procedure. Its secretariat
shall be provided by the Commission .

Article 5

1 . In accordance with a procedure to be laid down by
the Commission in agreement with the Committee, the
Member States participating in the project and the
Community shall exchange regularly all useful infor
mation concerning the execution of the research covered

Article 7

This Decision shall take effect on the day of its publi
cation in the Official Journal of the European Com
munities .

Done at Luxembourg, 9 October 1978 .

For the Council

The President

H.-J. VOGEL
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ANNEX I

CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE MEMBER STATES AND THE JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE (JRC)
TO THE PROJECT BY RESEARCH TOPICS

Research topics
Division of research work

B D DK F I IRL NL UK JRC

1 . Sampling and sample treatment
— general development and evaluation of methods
— methods for sampling sediments and indicator organisms

X X X X X X

2. Gas chromatographic analysis X X X X X X X X X

3 . Coupling gas chromatographs and mass spectrometers X X X X X X

4. Other separation techniques
— development of methods for liquid chromatography
— improvement of equipment
— other separation techniques

X X X X

5 . Data collection and processing
— hard copy spectrum collection
— establishment of a spectrum library

X X X X X X X

6. Establishment of inventories

— inventory of pollutants
— collection of data on conversion

X X X X X X X X X
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ANNEX II

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND COMPOSITION OF THE CONCERTED PROJECT COMMITTEE
ON THE ANALYSIS OF ORGANIC MICROPOLLUTANTS IN WATER

1 . The Committee shall :

1.1 . contribute to the optimum execution of the project by giving its opinion on all aspects of its
functioning;

1.2 . evaluate the results of the project and draw conclusions as to their application ;

1.3 . be responsible for the exchange of information referred to in Article 5(1 );

1.4 . keep abreast of national research being done in the fields covered by the project, and more
especially of scientific and technical developments likely to affect the execution of the project ;

1.5 . suggest guidelines to the project leader.

2 . The Committee's reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the Commission and the Member
States participating in the project. The Commission shall forward these opinions to CREST.

3 . The Committee shall be composed of the persons responsible for coordinating the national con
tributions to the project , one delegate from the Commission with responsibility for its contri
bution, and the project leader. Each member may be accompanied by experts .


