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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 9 October 1978

adopting a second three-year plan of action in the field of scientific and
technical information and documentation

(78/887/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, competition among both public and private ventures
make the establishment of the European network envis­
aged by the resolution of 24 June 1971 a matter of
urgency ;

Whereas the results achieved by the initial three-year
plan of action in the field of scientific and technical
information and documentation, adopted by Decision
75/200/EEC (4 ), justify the setting up of this network
which should effectively contribute to the achievement
of the abovementioned objectives of the Treaty ;

Whereas the Treaty has not provided the necessary
powers ;

Whereas the Council resolution of 14 January 1974
concerning an initial outline programme for the Euro­
pean Communities in the field of science and tech­
nology (5) emphasizes particularly that, whenever it
proves necessary or desirable that non-member
countries, particularly European ones, should be as­
sociated in these projects, steps should be taken to make
this possible ;

Whereas the Scientific and Technical Information and
Documentation Committee (STIDC) and the Scientific
and Technical Research Committee (CREST) have
delivered their opinions on the Commission proposal,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment ( x),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee ( 2),

Whereas a resolution was adopted by the Council and
the representatives of the Member States meeting within
the Council on 24 June 1971 with a view to coordinat­
ing the action of Member States regarding scientific and
technical information and documentation (STID) ( 3 );

Whereas, under Article 2 of the Treaty, the Community
shall have as one of its tasks that of promoting
throughout the Community the harmonious develop­
ment of economic activities and a continuous and bal­
anced expansion ;

Whereas the proliferation of information systems and
their rapid but disparate progress as a result of the

(*) OJ No C 85 , 10 . 4 . 1978 , p. 49 .
( 2) OJ No C 18 , 23 . 1 . 1978 , p. 13 .
( 3 ) OJ No C 122 , 10 . 12 . 1971 , p. 7 .

(4 ) OJ No L 100, 21 . 4 . 1975 , p . 18 .
( s) OJ No C 7, 29 . 1 . 1974, p . 6 .
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

A second Community plan of action in the field of
scientific and technical information and documentation
as set out in Annex I is hereby adopted for a period of
three years with effect from 1 January 1978 . The ceiling
for expenditure commitments shall be fixed at 9.5
million European units of account, the European unit of
account being defined by the relevant Financial Regu­
lations .

Article 3

1 . In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the
Community may conclude cooperation agreements with
third countries participating in the European Confer­
ence of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations
(CEPT). In principle, such agreements shall be con­
cerned with the extension of Euronet and shall deter­
mine the conditions for the connection of the terminals
and host computers of this network and the related
technical arrangements . Exceptionally, however, they
might also be concerned with other aspects of the plan
of action .

2 . The Commission shall be authorized to negotiate
the cooperation agreements referred to in paragraph 1
after having sought the opinion of the STIDC for this
purpose in accordance with Annex II (3 ) ( c).

Done at Luxembourg, 9 October 1978 .

Article 2

The Commission shall implement the plan of action,
assisted by the Scientific and Technical Information and
Documentation Committee (STIDC), the duties and
method of operation of which are defined in Annex II .
This Committee and the Scientific and Technical
Research Committee (CREST) shall be kept regularly
informed by the Commission of the progress of the
work. The Commission shall also submit each year to
the Council and the European Parliament a full report
on the subject which will be incorporated in the general
report.

For the Council

The President

H.-J. VOGEL
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ANNEX I

SECOND THREE-YEAR PLAN OF ACTION IN THE FIELD OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION

The plan's major objectives are the following :

1 . To turn Euronet into a public operational on-line information network

Continuing to turn Euronet into a public operational on-line information network is to be a top-priority
action in the period 1978-80 . Moreover, the data transmission network should be improved and
transformed into a public telecommunications network falling under the authority of European postal
and telecommunications administrations . The network should enable users to gain direct access via their
own terminals to information of all kinds in data bases mounted on a number of computers at centres
of expertise widely distributed in member countries . Among the essential activities to be undertaken
are :

-— the preparatory launching of the telecommunications facilities ,

— technical assistance and adaptation work relating to the connection of host computers and user
terminals ,

— commercial exploitation of the postal and telecommunications network,

— linking up to other networks,
— developing cooperation with the postal and telecommunications administrations .

Priority will be given to extending and improving the network to maintain easy and equal access for
users in all the Member States .

2 . To develop a market for scientific and technical information within the Community

This section of the action plan aims at stimulating the development of a genuine, prosperous and
healthy Community information market, in accordance with the EEC Treaty and the Council resolution
of 24 June 1971 , with the prime objective of attending to the interests of the user . Major efforts will be
made to :

— promote cooperation between existing information services in the Community, especially with a
view to rationalization , improved quality and reduction of overall cost, within a framework of free
competition,

— assist the user to exploit effectively the various types and sources of information available, in order
to contribute to the achievement of the social and economic goals of the Community,

— improve access to information for small and medium-sized undertakings so that the creation within
the Community of a market in scientific and technical, information leads on the one hand to har­
monized conditions of competition, whilst on the other, in the common interest, it renders all scien­
tific and technical findings available for use by the greatest possible number of undertakings .

Activities to be undertaken will include investigation of user needs, user support by research services ,
promotion of the network, preparation of information systems and sectoral information services and
participation in international information activities .

3 . To promote technology and methodology for improving information services , with special emphasis
on improving those of Euronet

In accordance with the Council resolution of 24 June 1971 which called for coordination among the
Member States with regard to technological progress in the field of the science and processing of
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documentation, this part of the action plan aims primarily at building on certain important work
already under way and at ensuring that user interests are safeguarded in the context of emerging tech­
nological developments in so far as they affect on-line access to scientific and technical information. Par­
ticular areas considered for action include in particular assistance to the user with regard to using the
different systems available via the network, support for the preparation of information exchange stan­
dards, the promotion of information exchange on information technology, STID aspects of multilingual
systems and cooperation with postal and telecommunications administrations in developing standards
for Euronet.

The action to be taken to achieve the above objectives will be carried out mainly on the basis of con­
tracts with competent organizations in the Member States and could, in certain conditions, be extended
to organizations in third countries .
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ANNEX II

DUTIES AND METHOD OF OPERATION OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION COMMITTEE (STIDC)

1 . Without prejudice to the responsibility taken on by the Commission in carrying out the second
three-year plan of action in the field of scientific and technical information and documentation on
science and technology, the STIDC shall contribute by its opinions to the optimum execution of
the plan.

2 . Under the second plan of action, the Commission shall consult the STIDC on all measures which it
intends to take for :

( a ) turning Euronet into a public operational on-line information network;

( b ) the development of a market in information within the Community;

( c) the promotion of technology and methodology in order to improve information services, in
particular those of Euronet.

3 . The Commission shall also seek the opinion of the STIDC on :

( a ) preparing for future work in this field ;

( b ) coordinating the second plan of action with related programmes, and with the multilingual
programme in particular ;

( c ) conducting negotiations with non-Community institutions, such as institutions in third
countries and the responsible telecommunications bodies under contract to set up Euronet.

4 . The STIDC should also be asked to give an opinion on :

( a ) the detailed working out of policies , and priorities ;

( b ) the annual preparation of budgets and allocation of approved appropriations ;

( c) the determination of the aims of, and the overall budgets for, projects ;

( d ) the specification of work to be done and the determination of criteria for the selection of con­
tractors ;

( e) the choice of contractors and the supervision of the projects .

5 . The STIDC shall give opinions which shall be prepared by the secretariat and submitted for the
approval of the Committee . Any member of the Committee may request that his point of view be
recorded in these opinions . These opinions shall be forwarded to the Commission and a copy sent
to the Council .

6 . The STIDC shall lay down, in agreement with the Commission, the procedure for examining the
measures referred to under 2 , 3 and 4 . This procedure should not interrupt the carrying out of the
plan of action, particularly in the case of emergencies . In order to provide for flexible management,
certain tasks shall be delegated to working parties .

7 . The Commission shall periodically submit a report to the STIDC on the measures taken and the
results obtained .

8 . The STIDC shall consist of two representatives from each Member State, appointed for three
years . The Member States may also appoint two alternate members .

9 . The STIDC shall adopt its own rules- of procedure .

10 . The Commission shall provide the secretariat of the STIDC.

11 . The provisions of this Annex shall neither modify the other tasks assigned to the STIDC in the
resolution of 24 June 1 97 1 nor its advisory relationship to CREST.


