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COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

of 15 April 1977
to the Governments of the Member States of the Community establishing
Community surveillance in respect of the importation in the Community of
certain iron and steel products covered by the Treaty establishing the European

Coal and Steel Community, originating in third countries

(77/330/ECSC)

Whereas the said document may accordingly be used
only until such time as there is a change in the
import arrangements ;

Whereas the establishment of this system is without
prejudice to the maintenance by certain Member
States of quantitative restrictions on certain of the
products in question in respect of certain non­
member countries ;

Whereas the period of validity of the import docu­
ment should be fixed at three months in respect of
non-member countries even as regards the abovemen­
tioned quantitative restrictions ;

Whereas there must be the most rapid possible flow
of information between Member States and the
Commission as regards the quantities and values
stated in import documents issued and relating to
imports effected,

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Coal and Steel Community, and in particular Article
74 (3) thereof,
Whereas the situation on the common market for
steel has been marked since the end of 1974 by an
extremely low level of orders and prices ;

Whereas at the same time imports of certain iron and
steel products originating in third countries have
increased considerably and their prices have contri­
buted to bringing down internal prices ;

Whereas the Commission decided ( ! ) to implement
specific measures provided for in the event of a crisis,
on the basis of Article 46 of the Treaty, in particular
as regards the improvement of the quarterly forward
programmes relating to deliveries and imports of the
most important iron and steel products ;

Whereas detailed preparation of the forward
programmes requires the most accurate possible know­
ledge of import intentions ;
Whereas care must also be taken to see that the
imports of the conditions under which they are
effected do not threaten to cause serious injury to
Community production ;

Whereas in the light of the foregoing the Commission
Decision of 10 December 1975 (2 ) establishing a
system of retrospective statistical surveillance would
appear to be inadequate ;

Whereas it is therefore in the Community's interest
that the importation into the Community of certain
iron and steel products originating in third countries
should temporarily be made subject to the presenta­
tion of an import document meeting uniform criteria ;

Whereas this document must, on presentation by the
importer of one or more purchase contracts , be issued
or endorsed by the Member States without delay and
free of charge, for any quantity requested , without any
right of importation being thereby established for the
importer ;

MAKES THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATION :

Article 1

1 . Imports into the Community of the iron and
steel products covered by the ECSC Treaty, listed in
Annex, originating in third countries, shall be subject
to the issue of an import document . This document
shall be issued or endorsed by the Member States , free
of charge and for any quantities requested , within not
more than five working days from the submission of
the application and presentation of the purchase
contract or contracts which constitute the ground for
the application . The import document may accord­
ingly be used only until such time as there is a change
in the import arrangements .

2 . The application of paragraph 1 shall be without
prejudice to the maintenance of quantitative restric­
tions imposed by certain Member States on certain
iron and steel products in respect of certain non­
member countries .

3 . The period of validity of the import document is
hereby fixed at three months .

(') Commission communication relating to the application
of the crisis measures on the steel market , OJ No C 304,
24 . 12 . 1976, p. 5 .

(2 ) OJ No L 7 , 14. 1 . 1976 , p. 15 .
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2 . The information from the Member States shall
be broken down by non-member country of origin
and by product, on the basis of the descriptions and
CCT heading Nos set out in the Annex .

Article 4

This recommendation shall be notified to the Govern­
ments of the Member States and published in the Offi­
cial Journal of the European Communities.

It shall enter into force in respect of each Member
State with effect from the date of its publication in the
Official Journal of the European Communities.

Article 2

1 . The application by the importer must state :
(a ) the name and address of the importer ;
(b) the exact description of the product ;
(c) the country of origin and , where appropriate, the
country of last export ;

(d ) the cif free-at-frontier price and the quantity of
the product in tonnes ;

(e ) the date of the contract for the purchase of the
products which it is proposed to import and the
proposed date and place of importation .

Article 3

1 . In the first 10 days of each month the Member
States shall notify the Commission of :
(a ) the quantities and amounts, calculated on the basis

of cif prices , for which import documents were
issued in the preceding month ;

(b) the imports effected in the month preceding the
one referred to in (a).

Done at Brussels , 15 April 1977 .

For the Commission

i The President

Roy JENKINS
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ANNEX

List of products for which the import is subject to the issue of an import document

CCT heading
No

Products

73.01 B Haematite pig iron and cast iron

73.01 C Phosphoric pig iron and cast iron
73.01 D Other pig iron and cast iron
73.08 Iron or steel coils for re-rolling
73.10 A I Wire rod

73.10 A II a)
b)

Reinforcing bars
Other bars

73.11 A I Angles, shapes and sections, not further worked than hot-rolled or extruded
73.12 A Hoop and strip, not further worked than hot-rolled
73.13 A II 'Electrical ' sheets and plates , other
73.13 B I a) Sheets and plates, not further worked than hot-rolled, of a thickness of 2

mm or more

73.13 B II b) Sheets and plates, not further worked than cold-rolled, of a thickness of
more than 1 mm but less than 3 mm

73.13 B lie) Sheets and plates , not further worked than cold-rolled, of a thickness of 1
mm or less

73.13 B IV c) Sheets and plates , zinc-coated or lead-coated

73.15 A V b) 1 Wire rod (high-carbon steel)

73.15 B V b) 2 Bars, and rods , and hollow mining drill steel ; angles , shapes and sections,
not further worked than hot-rolled or extruded, other

73.15 B VII b) 2 bb) Sheets and plates, not further worked than cold-rolled, of a thickness of less
than 3 mm


