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COUNCIL DECISION

of 20 December 1977

on action by the European Social Fund for women
(77/804/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Decision 71 /66/EEC of
1 February 1971 on the reform of the European
Social Fund (*), as amended by Council Decision
77/801/EEC (2 ), and in particular Article 4 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (3 ),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee ( 4 ),

Whereas the Heads of State or of Government,
meeting in Rome on 25 and 26 March 1977, agreed
on the need to undertake action to resolve certain
specific labour market problems, especially as regards
the training and employment of women ;

Whereas the situation as regards women who are
unemployed or seeking employment shows the need
for specific joint action aimed at improving the
balance between supply and demand on the
Community labour market ;

Whereas, in order to overcome specific obstacles to
the entry or re-entry of women into working life,
vocational training for women must be accompanied
by complementary measures ; whereas it is also
essential to encourage the vocational adaptation of
instructors ;

Whereas the procedures of the Fund have been
defined in Council Regulation (EEC) No 2396/71 of
8 November 1971 implementing the Council Deci­
sion of 1 February 1971 on the reform of the
European Social Fund (5 ), as amended by Regulation
(EEC) No 2893/77 ( 6 ),

(*) OJ No L 28 , 4 . 2 . 1971 , p. 15 .
( 2 ) See page 8 of this Official Journal .
( 3 ) OJ No C 266, 7 . 11 . 1977, p. 13 .
( 4) Opinion delivered on 26 and 27 October 1977 (not
yet published in the Official Journal).

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

1 . Assistance may be granted from the Fund,
pursuant to Article 4 of Decision 71 /66/EEC, for
operations to encourage the employment of women
of or over 25 years of age with no vocational
qualifications or with insufficient vocational
qualifications where the entry or re-entry of these
persons into working life proves particularly difficult,
provided that these operations are for :
— women who wish to exercise an occupation for

the first time or after a long break, or
— women who have lost their employment.

Such operations must include vocational training
measures in the framework of measures aimed, on
the one hand, at preparing for working life or at
motivating new choices of occupation and, on the
other, at facilitating entry into occupations where
there are job prospects .

2 . Assistance may also be granted from the Fund
pursuant to Article 4 of Decision 71/66/EEC for
vocational adaptation operations for instructors
where these persons pursue their activities in
connection with the operations referred to in
paragraph 1 .

Article 2

The aids eligible for assistance from the Fund
pursuant to this Decision shall be those laid down
in Article 3 ( 1 ) of Regulation (EEC) No 2396/71 .

Article 3

This Decision shall be published in the Official
Journal of the European Communities and shall
enter into force on 1 January 1978 .

It shall apply to operations covered by applications
for assistance which have received the approval of
the Commission before 1 January 1981 .

Done at Brussels, 20 December 1977.

For the Council

The President

H. SIMONET
(5) OJ No L 249, 10. 11 . 1971 , p . 54.
( 6 ) See page 1 of this Official Journal .


