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SECOND COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 26 June 1975

amending Directive No 66/404/EEC on the marketing of forest reproductive material
(75/445/EEC)

the assessment of the results thereof are an essential
element of these common rules ;

Whereas comparative tests take a long time to yield
definitive results ; whereas it should be possible for
Member States in certain circumstances to approve
basic material for the production of tested reproduc
tive material if the provisional results of the tests in
progress warrant this ;

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro
pean Economic Community, and in particular
Articles 43 and 100 thereof ;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament ( 1 );

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2 );

"Whereas for reasons given below certain provisions
of Council Directive No 66/404/EEC (3) of 14 June
1966 on the marketing of forest reproductive
material, as amended by Directive No 69/64/EEC (4),
should be amended ;

Whereas forest reproductive material marketable in
the Community should be divided into two cate
gories : ' selective reproductive material ' and 'tested
reproductive material'; whereas material satisfying the
requirements of Directive No 66/404/EEC should
constitute the first category ; whereas the second
category may include only such material as is shown
by comparative tests to be genetically superior ;

Whereas poplar cultivation has increased to such an
extent that the marketing of poplar reproductive
material should be confined to the category 'tested
reproductive material';

Whereas approval of basic material for the pro
duction of tested reproductive material must be given
in the Member States in accordance with identical
rules which are as strict as possible, and whereas the
setting up and management of comparative tests and

Whereas comparative tests using methods which
differ from those provided for in this Directive are
at present being carried out in a number of Member
States ; whereas those Member States should be
authorized, on a temporary basis and subject to
certain conditions, to make use of the results of such
tests ;

Whereas , in order to facilitate intra-Community trade,
a common catalogue of basic material approved for
the production of forest reproductive material should
be published in the Official journal of the European
Communities;

Whereas each Member State should be able to obtain
precise information on forest reproductive material
coming from other Member States or from third
countries ;

Whereas difficulties have been encountered in the
various Member States during the import of repro
ductive material, because each State requires the
importer to give different information ; whereas
such information should therefore also be
harmonized ;

Whereas any restrictions which Member States
consider imposing on the marketing of forest
reproductive material should be subject to a Com
munity procedure which ensures close cooperation
between the Commission and the Member States ;

Whereas an accelerated procedure should be used in
order to facilitate essentially technical amendments
to the Annexes ;

(!) OJ No C 108 , 10. 12 . 1973 , p. 26.
( 2 ) OJ No C 8 , 31 . 1 . 1974, p. 19 .
( 3 ) OJ No 125, 11 . 7. 1966, p. 2326/66.
( 4 ) OJ No L 48 , 26. 2 . 1969, p. 12 .
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( a) stands and seed orchards, in the case of
reproductive material produced by sexual
means ;

(b ) clones and mixtures of clones in specified
proportions , in the case of reproductive
material produced by vegetative means.'

4 . After section B the following sections are
inserted :

'B ( a) selected reproductive material : material
derived from basic material officially
approved in accordance with Article 5 ;

B (b ) tested reproductive material : material
derived from basic material officially
approved in accordance with Article 5b,
5d or 5e.'

5 . The text of section C is replaced by the following :

'C. Seed orchard :

A plantation of selected clones or progenies
which is isolated or laid out to avoid or reduce
pollination from outside sources, and managed
to produce frequent, abundant and easily
harvested crops of seed .'

Whereas certain improvements and clarifications
should be made to Directive No 66/404/EEC,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

Council Directive No 66/404/EEC is hereby amended
in accordance with the following Articles .

Article 2

Article 2 is amended as follows :

1 . In paragraph 1 (a) the words 'produced by sexual
means and' are inserted after the words 'repro
ductive material '.

2 . The text of paragraph 1 (b ) is replaced by the
following :

'(b ) vegetative reproductive material derived from
Populus sp .'

3 . The text of paragraph 2 is replaced by the
following:

'2 . Under the procedure laid down in Article 17,
vegetative reproductive material of the species
listed in paragraph 1 (a), Populus sp. reproductive
material produced by sexual means and also
reproductive material of species other than those
listed in paragraph 1 , may be made subject
wholly or in part to this Directive.'

4 . The following paragraph is added after para
graph 2 :

'3 . In so far as measures have not yet been taken
pursuant to paragraph 2 for the Community,
Member States may take such measures for their
own territory . For the species concerned, Member
States may impose less stringent requirements.'

Article 3

Article 3 is amended as follows :

1 . The text of section A (b) is replaced by the
following:
'(b ) parts of plants : cuttings , layers , roots and

scions intended for the production of plants ,
but not sets ;'

2 . The text of section A (c) is replaced by the
following :
'( c) young plants : plants raised by means of seeds

or parts of plants ; also includes sets and
natural regeneration.'

3 . The text of section B is replaced by the following :
'B. Basic material :

6. After section C the following section is inserted :

'C (a ) Improved value for use :

The genetic characters, taken as a whole,
showing a distinct improvement for
forestry purposes as compared with stan
dards selected in accordance with Annex
II, at least for cultivation in the region in
which those standards are generally used.'

7 . The text of section F is replaced by the following:

'F. Region of provenance :

For a given species , subspecies or variety,
the area or group of areas subject to practi
cally uniform ecological conditions on which
are found stands showing similar phenotypic
or genetic characters .

The region of provenance of reproductive
material produced in a seed orchard is that
of the basic material used for the establish
ment of the orchard.'
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Article 5b

1 . The Member States shall provide that only
basic material, of which the derived reproductive
material gives improved value for use, may be
approved for the production of tested repro
ductive material . Improved value for use shall
be assessed by means of comparative testing. The
comparative tests shall satisfy the requirements
set out in Annex II .

2 . Examination of the various species shall
include certain characters at least, which shall
be fixed in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 17.

Article 5c

1 . The Member States shall draw up descriptions
of the sites in which they carried out comparative
tests where such trials have led to the approval
of basic material . Descriptions shall give all
relevant information for each site, in particular,
full details about the ecological conditions
prevailing in the region in which it is situated.

2 . The form in which these descriptions and the
relevant information referred to in paragraph 1
shall be drawn up may be fixed in accordance
with the procedure laid down in Article 17.

3 . These descriptions and any alterations made
to them shall be notified forthwith to the
Commission which shall communicate them to
the other Member States .

8 . After section F the following section is inserted :

'F ( a) Marketing : display with a view to sale,
offering for sale, sale or delivery to another
person.'

Article 4

Article 4 is amended as follows :

1 . The text of paragraph 1 is replaced by the
following :

' 1 . The Member States shall provide that
reproductive material :
— of the species listed in Article 2 ( 1 ) (a), may
not be marketed unless it is of the "selected
reproductive material" or "tested reproductive
material" category ;

— of the species listed in Article 2 ( 1 ) (b), may
not be marketed unless it is of the "tested
reproductive material" category.'

2 . The following subparagraph is added to para
graph 2 :

'(c) for small quantities of seeds which are clearly
shown not to be intended for forestry
purposes.'

3 . Paragraph 3 is deleted.

Article 5

The text of Article 5 is replaced by the following :

'Article 5

The Member States shall provide that only basic
material whose qualities are such as to make it
suitable for reproductive purposes and from which
no undesirable characters for forestry are to be
expected, may be approved for the production
of selected reproductive material . Approval shall
be given in conformity with the requirements set
out in Annex I. '

Article 6

The following Articles are added after Article 5 :
'Article 5a

In the case of basic materials intended for the
production of selected reproductive material , the
Member States shall delimit regions of provenance
defined by means of administrative or geographi
cal boundaries and, where applicable, by alti
tudinal boundaries .

Article 5d

Member States may approve, for a maximum
period of 10 years, in all or part of their territory,
basic material for the production of tested
reproductive material where, from the provisional
results of comparative tests, it can be assumed
that the basic material will , when tests have been
completed, satisfy the requirements for the
approval referred to in Article 5 b .

Article 5e

For a transitional period not exceeding 10 years
from 1 July 1977, Member States may use, for
the purpose of approving basic material for the
production of tested reproductive material , the
results of comparative tests which do not satisfy
the requirements laid down in Annex II where
such tests were begun before 1 July 1977 and
prove that the reproductive material derived from
the basic material possesses improved value for
use . Member States may, under the procedure
laid down in Article 17, be authorized to use
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the results of comparative tests after expiry of
the abovementioned transitional period.'

Article 7

The text of Article 6 is replaced by the following :

'Article 6

1 . Each Member State shall draw up lists of the
basic material of the various species approved
on its territory. Basic material for the production
of selected reproductive material and basic
material for the production of tested reproductive
material shall be entered separately in these lists .

2 . The form in which such lists shall be drawn
up may be determined in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 17.

3 . These lists and any alterations made to them
shall be sent forthwith to the Commission which
shall communicate them to the other Member
States .'

Article 8

Article 7 is deleted.

Article 9

Article 8 is amended as follows :

1 . The text of paragraph 1 (a ), (b ), ( c ), (d ) and (e )
replaced by the following :

'( a) species and, where applicable, subspecies ,
variety, clone ;

(b ) category ;

( c ) region of provenance — for selected
reproductive material ;

(d) basic material — for tested reproductive
material ;

giving the requirements referred to in Article 8
and the following information :

( a ) botanical name of the reproductive material ;

( b ) name of supplier responsible for the batch ;

( c ) quantity ;

(d ) in the case of seeds from seed orchards and
of young plants raised from such seeds , the
words "reproductive material from seed
orchards";

( e ) in the case of tested reproductive material
whose basic material was approved under
Article 5d, the words "provisionally
approved".

The colour of the label or document shall be
green in the case of selected reproductive material
and blue in the case of tested reproductive
material .

2 . In accordance with the procedure laid down
in Article 17, Member States may also require
that, in the case of tested reproductive material,
supplementary information concerning the basic
material be given on the abovementioned label
or document.'

Article 11

Article 11 (2 ) is deleted.

Article 12

The text of Article 12 is replaced by the following :

'Article 12

Member States may provide that no reproductive
material be introduced into their territory unless
it is accompanied by an official certificate of
another Member State conforming to the model
in Annex III, or by an equivalent certificate of
a third country.'

Article 13

The text of Article 13 is replaced by the following :

'Article 13

1 . Member States shall ensure that after 31
December of the second year following approval,
reproductive material derived from basic material
approved in accordance with Article 5 , 5b or 5e
is subject to no marketing restrictions as to its
genetic characters .

This period shall not apply in the case of
reproductive material derived from basic material
approved before 1 July 1975 .

( e ) indigenous or non-indigenous material ;'.

2 . Paragraph 2 is deleted.

Article 10

The text of Article 9 is replaced by the following :

'Article 9

1 . Member States shall provide that reproductive
material may be marketed only in consignments
which comply with Article 8 and are accompanied

" by a label or other document from the supplier
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information is given to their competent
authority :

( a) nature of product ;

(b ) species and, where applicable, subspecies,
variety, clone ;

( c ) category ;

(d) country of production and official inspection
authority ;

( e ) region of provenance — for selected repro
ductive material ; basic material — for tested
reproductive material ;

(f) country of dispatch;

(g) importer ;

(h) quantity of reproductive material ;

( i ) year of ripening of seed;

2. Upon application by a Member State, such
Member State may be authorized, pursuant to
the procedure provided for in Article 17, to
prohibit, after the date set in the first
subparagraph of paragraph 1 , the marketing in
all or part of its territory of reproductive material
derived from specific basic material or — as far
as selected material is concerned — a specific
region of provenance .

Such authorization shall be granted only where
there is reason to believe that use of the said
reproductive material would, on account of its
genetic character, have an adverse effect on
forestry in that Member State.

3 . If, in respect of a basic material or for a
region of provenance, a Member State does not
intend to lodge an application under the
procedure laid down in paragraph 2, it shall
notify the Commission or make a statement to
this effect within the Committee referred to in
Article 17.

4; If all the Member States give the notification
or make the statement referred to in paragraph
3, the period specified in the first subparagraph
of paragraph 1 shall no longer apply and Article
13a shall apply.'

( j ) indigenous or non-indigenous material .

This information may be modified, and detailed
rules for the supply of such information adopted,
by the procedure laid down in Article 17.'

Article 15

The following Articles are added after Article 16 :

'Article 16a

Any amendments to be made to the Annexes in
the light of the development of scientific or
technical knowledge shall be adopted according
to the procedure laid down in Article 17.

Article 16b

This Directive shall not apply to young plants
and parts of plants which are shown to be
intended mainly for purposes other than those
of forestry.'

Article 14

The following Articles are added after Article 13 :

'Article 13a

On the basis of the information supplied by the
Member States and as this is received, the
Commission shall publish in the Official Journal
qf the European Communities under the title
"Common catalogue of basic material for forest
reproductive material" a list of the basic material
of which the derived reproductive material is
subject to no marketing restrictions under
Article 13 . The published notice shall mention
any Member States which have received
authorizations under Article 13 (2).

Article 13b

1 . Member States shall ensure that, as regards
the measures taken to guarantee its identity,
reproductive material is subject to no marketing
restrictions other than those laid down in this
Directive.

2. The Member States may take all measures
necessary to ensure that when reproductive
maferial coming from another Me.mber State or
from a third country is marketed, the following

Article 16

The following Article is added after Article 17 :

'Article 17a

This Directive shall be without prejudice to the
provisions of national laws justified on grounds
of the protection of health and life of humans,
animals Or plants or the protection of industrial
and commercial property.'
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Article 17

Annex I is amended as follows :

Article 19

The text of Annex II is replaced by Annex 2 to this
Directive.

1 . The title is replaced by the following :

'Requirements for the approval of basic material
intended for the production of selected
reproductive material .'

2 . In part B the words 'conservation seed orchards'
are in all instances replaced by the words 'seed
orchards'.

3 . The text of Part C is replaced by the following :

'C. CLONES

Items 4, 5 , 6, 7 and 9 of Part A shall apply.'

Article 18

Annex 1 to this Directive is added after Annex I.

Article 20

Member States shall bring into force the laws,
regulations or administrative provisions necessary to
comply with this Directive not later than 1 July
1977.

They shall forthwith inform the Commission
thereof.

Article 21

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Luxembourg, 26 June 1975 .
For the Council

The President

P. BARRY
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ANNEX 1

'ANNEX 11

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COMPARATIVE TESTS FOR THE APPROVAL OF BASIC
MATERIAL INTENDED FOR THE PRODUCTION OF TESTED REPRODUCTIVE

MATERIAL

1 . GENERAL

1.1 . Comparative tests for the approval of basic material are to be prepared, set up ,
conducted and their results interpreted in such a way as to give an objective
comparison, both as between the reproductive materials and with one or
preferably several pre-chosen standards.

1.2 . Every care shall be taken to ensure that the reproductive material , including
the standards, is representative of the basic material being studied.

1.3 . If during tests it is proved that the reproductive material does not possess at least
the characters :

— which identify its basic material , then such reproductive material must be
immediately eliminated ;

— of resistance of the basic material to harmful organisms of economic
importance, then such reproductive material may be eliminated.

2 . SETTING UP THE TESTS

2.1 . Reproductive material is to be raised in nurseries and planted in the trials in a
replicated random layout enabling the possible causes of genetic and environ
mental variation and interactions and experimental errors to be checked.

2.2 . Each experimental unit shall contain a sufficient number of trees in order that
the individual characteristics of each material to be examined can be evaluated.

2.3 . The basic materials represented and the replicates must be sufficient in number
to give a satisfactory degree of statistical accuracy.

3 . MANAGEMENT OF TESTS

3.1 . Reproductive materials and standards must be treated in an identical way
throughout the test. This includes treatment in the nursery, whether seeds, rooting
cuttings or vegetative production of root stocks, and the establishment and
management of the forest tests themselves, as regards fertilizing, spacing, pruning
and all other methods and techniques of culture and husbandry.

3.2 . As regards thinning, the methods used should take into account the development
of each reproductive material .

4. PROCUREMENT OF REPRODUCTIVE MATERIAL FOR TESTING INCLUD
ING STANDARDS
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4.1 . The basic material shall be ;

( i ) well defined as regards provenance, constitution, composition and reasonable
isolation from foreign pollination ;

(ii ) of su,ch age and development that reasonable stability of the main features
of the offspring can be expected.

4.2 . Sexual reproductive material shall be :

(i ) harvested in years of good flowering and good fruit setting unless artificial
pollination is used ;

( ii ) harvested by methods that ensure that the samples obtained are represen
tative.

4.3 . Vegetative reproductive material is to originate from a single individual by
vegetative means.

5 . SUPPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS FOR STANDARDS

5.1 . Standards should, if possible, have been used over a sufficiently long period
in the region in which the test is to be carried out. They shall normally be
represented by materials which, at the time of commencement of testing, have
proved their suitability for forestry in the ecological conditions for which it
is proposed to approve the material . They should come as far as possible from
approved basic material .

5.2 . In the case of sexual reproductive material , clones or progenies from controlled
pollination may also be used as standards .

5.3 . Whenever possible, several standards are to be used . When it is shown to be
necessary, the standard may be replaced by the most suitable of the materials
being tested.

5.4 . The same standards shall be used in all tests over as wide a range as possible .

6. CHARACTERS TO BE EXAMINED

6.1 . The characters to be examined shall be :
— identifying characters , in the case of basic material ;
— behavioural characters ;
— production characters .

6.2 . The identifying characters of the basic material shall be entered, in sufficient
detail, on a descriptive sheet.

6.3 . As regards behavioural and production characters, weight shall usually be given
to growth, adaptability and resistance to abiotic factors and to harmful organisms
of economic importance . In addition, other characters, considered important
in view of the objective sought, shall be considered and evaluated in relation to
the ecological conditions of the region in which the test is carried out.

7. ANALYSIS OF RESULTS AND EVALUATION

7.1 . The results of the tests as to behavioural and production characteristics for
each character evaluated as provided in 6.3 shall be set out separately in the
form of numerical data . These characters shall be evaluated individually.
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7.2. Each reproductive material is classified for each behavioural and production
character for each environment tested. The means and variance of the tests
are to be presented.

The significance level of differences shall be shown. The difference in both
absolute and relative terms shall be expressed as far as possible as genetic gain
relative to the standard.

The age of reproductive material at which the character is evaluated should
be indicated.

7.3 . A significant superiority, both economically and statistically (95 °/o level), as
compared with the standards must be demonstrated for at least one important
character, see paragraph 6.3 . Where superiority is found for only one important
character the values of at least two other important characters as assessed under
paragraph 6.3 must at least achieve the average values of the standards for these
two characters .

It shall be clearly reported if there are any .characters as assessed under para
graph 6.3 which are significantly (95% level ) inferior to those of the standards.
However, if their effects are likely to be compensated for by favourable charac
ters, this must be stated.

7.4 . When the aim of the test is to approve basic material with reference to a
character which is essential for survival under extreme ecological conditions,
equality to the average value of the standards for the other characters is no
longer required.

7.5 . The methodology used for the test and the detailed results obtained shall be
made available to those able to show a legitimate interest.

8 . EARLY TESTS

Nursery, greenhouse and laboratory tests are acceptable as valid early tests if it
can be shown that there is a close correlation between the results shown in the
early tests and subsequent stages of development of such material .'
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ANNEX 2

'ANNEX 111

CERTIFICATE OF PROVENANCE (*)

CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY (*)

No
(Country)

It is hereby certified that the forest reproductive material described below has been inspected
by the competent authorities and that, according to the findings made and the documents
submitted, it is in conformity with the information given below:

1 . Nature of produce : seed/parts of plants/young plants (*)

2 . Species, subspecies, variety, clone (*):

(a ) Common name:

(b) Botanical name :

3 . Category : selected reproductive material/tested reproductive material (*).

4 . ( a ) Region of provenance and eventually provenance for selected reproductive material :

(b ) Basic material — for tested reproductive material :

(c) Indigenous/introduced from (origin) /unknown (*)

5 . Kind of the basic material : stands/clones/seed orchards (*)

6 . ( a) Year of ripening of seed (*)

(b) Length of time in nursery as seedlings/vegetatively reproduced young plants or
transplants (*):

7. Quantity :

8 . Number and nature of packages :

9 . Marking of packages :

10. Additional information :

19
(Place and date)

(Stamp of competent authority) (Signature)

(Position)

(*) Delete where inapplicable .


