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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 27 March 1975

on unilateral import arrangements in respect of state-trading countries

(75/210/EEC)

Whereas this Decision is intended to replace Decision
No 74/652/EEC (2) of 2 December 1974 laying down
the import arrangements applicable in the Member
States to imports of products subject to quantitative
restrictions from state-trading countries, which was
adopted as a provisional measure to ensure
continuity in trade with state-trading countries,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Article 113 thereof;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Whereas the Community is ready to conclude trade
agreements with the various state-trading countries,
covering inter alia the arrangements to be applied to
imports into the Community from these countries ;

Whereas, pending the attainment of this objective, it
is necessary to adopt certain provisions for unilateral
arrangements applied in the Member States to
products imported from state-trading countries,
subject to quantitative restrictions ;

Whereas the gradual introduction of common
unilateral import arrangements necessarily involves
any subsequent amendments to the quotas and other
import arrangements provided for in this Decision
being made subject to a procedure based on Council
Decision No 72/455/EEC (*) of 19 December 1972
laying down certain transitional measures for the
progressive standardization of the import terms of
Member States as regards third countries ;

Whereas for practical reasons the same procedure
should also be used for any other amendments to
unilateral import arrangements applied in the
Member States with regard to state-trading countries ;

TITLE I

Quotas and other quantitative restrictions applicable
to imports into Member States

Article 1

Member States shall open for 1975 in respect of the
state-trading countries listed in Annex I the import
quotas shown in Annexes II to XI.

This provision shall not affect Member States' rules
governing the opening and administration of quotas .

Article 2

In the case of products from state-trading countries
which are subject to quantitative restrictions but

(*) OJ No L 299, 31 . 12 . 1972, p. 46. (2) OJ No L 358, 31 . 12. 1974, p. 1 .
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which are not covered by quotas opened under
Article 1 , Member States may each year open in
respect of each of these countries import facilities up
to the value or the volume of the highest imports of
the product in question coming from the third
country concerned during one of the previous three
years.

provided for in Article 3 and has received no request
for consultation from Member States by the end of
that period, it shall notify the Member State
concerned that the proposed measure has been
adopted.

In all other cases, the consultation procedure shall
commence within five working days of the end of the

' period provided for in the preceding subparagraph.

Article 5

1 . If after consultation no objection has been
raised by the other Member States or by the
Commission, the latter shall forthwith notify the
Member State concerned that the proposed measure
has been adopted.

2. In all other cases, subject to paragraphs 3 and 4,
the Member State concerned may not implement the
proposed measure until 15 working days after the
commencement of the consultation procedure.

3 . If, within the period referred to in paragraph 2,
the Commission submits to the Council , under
Article 113 of the Treaty, a proposal meeting the
objections raised, the proposed measure may not be
implemented until the Council has acted.

4. Should the Commission decide not to bring the
matter before the Council , it shall notify the Member
State concerned, before the abovementioned period
has expired, that the proposed measure has been
adopted.

5 . Amendments made to the import arrangements
in accordance with the first subparagraph of Article 4
(4) and paragraphs 1 , 2 and 4 of this Article shall be
published by the Commission at regular intervals in
the Official Journal of the European Communities.

TITLE II

Amendments to import arrangements applicable in
the Member States

Article 3

A Member State shall notify the other Member States
and the Commission if it considers that the unilateral
import arrangements applied to the countries referred
to in Annex I should be amended.

Article 4

1 . At the request of a Member State or of the
Commission, the proposed amendments shall be
subject to prior consultation with the other Member
States and the Commission within the Select
Committee set up by the Council Decision of
9October 1961 ( x ) concerning a consultation procedure
in respect of the negotiation of agreements
concerning commercial relations between Member
States and third countries and in respect of changes
in the state of liberalization in relation to third
countries .

2 . The purpose of the consultation shall be to
examine the possibility of establishing common
import arrangement for the third country and the
product in question or, failing this, to coordinate the
arrangements applied in the Member States to ensure
the proper functioning and strengthening of the
common market and the gradual introduction of
common import arrangements .

3 . If a Member State or the Commission considers
that the measure envisaged by the Member State
concerned would be detrimental to the fundamental
interests of the Community or of one of its Member
States, the consultation shall include an examination
of the economic and commerical situation of the
products involved.

4. If the Commission does not request consultation
within five working days of receiving the notification

Article 6

1 . Measures to restrict import facilities by

— withdrawing liberalization of one or more
products not included in the Annex to Council
Regulation (EEC) No 109/70 of 19 December
1969 (2 ) establishing common rules for imports
from state-trading countries,

— abolishing or reducing a quota provided for in
this Decision,

(!) OJ No 71 , 4. 11 . 1961 , p . 1273/61 . (2 ) OJ No L 19, 26. 1 . 1970, p. 1 .
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— measures to restrict import facilities by
withdrawing liberalization or abolishing or
reducing a quota may be taken without prior
decision by the Council . If objections are raised by
a Member State or the Commission during any
consultation held after the event in accordance
with Article 4, the Commission will submit a
proposal to the Council pursuant to Article 113
of the Treaty.

may, in urgent cases, be brought into effect after the
notification provided for in Article 3 but without
prior consultation.

2. Where a quota has been exhausted and the
economic requirements of a Member State call for
additional imports from a country benefiting from
the quota, the Member State concerned may, in
urgent cases, open for the third country concerned
additional import facilities up to a yearly maximum
of 20 % of the value or volume initially laid down
for the exhausted quota for that year without giving
prior notification.

3 . Where, after the import facilities provided for in
Article 2 have been used up, the economic
requirements of a Member State call for additional
imports of the products covered by that Article, the
Member State concerned may, in urgent cases, open
for the third country concerned additional import
facilities up to a yearly maximum of 20 % of the
import facilities provided for in Article 2 without
giving prior notification.

4. As soon as the additional import facilities
opened under paragraph 2 above reach the equivalent
of 20 % of a quota, the Member State concerned
shall immediately notify the Commission which shall
in turn notify the other Member States.

5 . Measures taken by a Member State under this
Article shall , if any Member State or the Commission
so requests, be subject to consultation.

TITLE III

Final provisions

Article 8

Before 30 November each year and for the first time
before 30 November 1975, the Council shall adopt
under Article 113 of the Treaty any amendments
which it appears necessary to make for the following
year to the quotas referred to in Article 1 .

If no Council Decision has been adopted by that
date the existing import quotas shall be extended on
a provisional basis for the following year. Any
amendments made exceptionally during the current
year and specifically limited to that year shall not be
covered by this extension. In that case, the Council
shall adopt before 1 March, pursuant to Article 113
of the Treaty, any amendments which it appears
necessary to make to the import quotas thus
extended.

Article 9

Decision No 72/455/EEC shall no longer apply to the
import arrangements applied in the Member States in
respect of the state trading countries listed in Annex I.

Article 10

Decision No 74/652/EEC is hereby repealed.

Article 11

This Decision is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Brussels, 27 March 1975 .

For the Council

The President

R. RYAN

Article 7

Once the opening of Community negotiations with a
state-trading country specified in Annex I has been
authorized:

— subject to the provisions in the second and third
indents below, Member States may no longer
implement the proposed measures in respect of
that country without a prior Decision being
adopted by the Council under Article 113 of the
Treaty;

—; prior notification shall be obligatory in all cases
in respect of the measures referred to in Article 6
(2) and (3 ). The prior Decision by the Council
referred to in the first indent shall be necessary
only if objections are raised by a Member State or
the Commission during any consultations which
may be requested within the period laid down in
Article 4 (4);


