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FIRST COMMISSION DECISION
of 6 February 1974

relating to the application of Council Directive No 72/166/EEC of 24 April 1972 on the

approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to insurance against civil liability

in respect of the use of motor vehicles, and to the enforcement of the obligation to insure
against such liability

(74/166/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro-
pean Economic Community;

Having regard to Article 2 (2) of the Council Direc-
tive (!) of 24 April 1972 on the approximation of the
laws of the Member States relating to insurance
against civil liability in respect of the use of motor
vehicles and to the enforcement of the obligation to
insure against such liability, as amended by the
Council Directive (2) of 19 December 1972;

Whereas by virtue of the Council Directive of
24 April 1972 the Member States shall, not later
than 31 December 1973, bring into force the mea-
sures necessary to comply therewith;

Whereas the Member States have made or are about
to make the provisions necessary to comply with
the Directive’s requirement that Member States shall
refrain from making checks on insurance against
civil liability in respect of vehicles normally based
in the territory of another Member State;

Whereas on 12 December 1973 the national insurers’
bureaux of the Member States concluded an Agree-
ment in conformity with the principles expressed in
Article 2 (2) (1) of the Directive of 24 April 1972;
whereas the Commission ascertained this in close
collaboration with the Member States; whereas this
Agreement is of unlimited duration with twelve
months’ notice required for revocation;

(*) OJ No L 103, 2. 5. 1972, p. 1.
(2) OJ No L 291, 28. 12. 1972, p. 162. Correction in OJ
No L 75, 23. 3. 1973, p. 30.

Whereas, therefore, all the conditions for the removal
of checks on insurance against civil liability as be-
tween Member States are or will shortly be fulfilled,

HAS ADOPTED, THIS DECISION:

Article 1

From 15 May 1974 each Member State shall refrain
from making checks on insurance against civil liab-
ility in respect of vehicles which are normally based
in the European territory of another Member State
and which are the subject of the Agreement of natio-
nal insurers’ bureaux of 12 December 1973.

Article 2

Member States shall forthwith inform the Commis-
sion of measures taken to apply this Decision.

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 6 February 1974.

For the Commission
The President
Frangois-Xavier ORTOLI



