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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA

THE EEA JOINT COMMITTEE

DECISION OF THE EEA JOINT COMMITTEE
No 55/96
of 28 October 1996

amending Protocol 31 to the EEA Agreement, on cooperation in specific fields
outside the four freedoms

THE EEA JOINT COMMITTEE,

Having regard to the Agreement on the European Economic Area, as adjusted by the
Protocol Adjusting the Agreement on the European Economic Area, hereinafter referred
to as ‘the Agreement’, and in particular Articles 86 and 98 thereof,

Whereas Protocol 31 to the Agreement was amended by Decision of the EEA Joint
Committee No 54/96 (');

Whereas the third medium-term Community action programme on equal opportunities
for women and men (1991 to 1995) has come to an end;

Whereas it was the intention of the Contracting Parties to strengthen cooperation in the
framework of Community activities resulting from, #nter alia, the third medium-term
Community action programme on equal opportunities for women and men; whereas such
cooperation, for various reasons, has taken place to a lesser extent than foreseen;

Whereas cooperation in the field of equal opportunities should be revitalized under the
medium-term Community action programme on equal opportunities for men and women
for the period 1 January 1996 to 31 December 2000 as set out in Council Decision
95/593/EC (%;

Whereas Article 5 of Protocol 31 to the Agreement should therefore be amended to allow
for such continued cooperation,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

In Article 5 of Protocol 31 the following indent shall be inserted in paragraph 2 after the
indent relating to the Council resolution of 21 May 1991 on the third medium-term
Community action programme on equal opportunities for women and men (1991 to
1995):
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‘— 395 D 0593: Council Decision 95/593/EC of 22 December 1995 on a
medium-term Community action programme on equal opportunities for men and
women (1996 to 2000) (O] No L 335, 30. 12. 1995, p. 37).

The EFTA States shall participate in this Community action programme in ac-
cordance with the provisions laid down in Appendix 2 to this Protocol.’
Article 2

An Appendix shall be added to Protocol 31 as set out in the Annex hereto.

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force on 1 November 1996, provided that all the notifica-
tions pursuant to Article 103 (1) of the Agreement have been made to the EEA Joint
Committee.

Article 4

This Decision shall be published in the EEA Section of, and in the EEA Supplement to,
the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Done at Brussels, 28 October 1996.

For the EEA Joint Committee
The President
H. HAFSTEIN

ANNEX
‘Appendix 2 to Protocol 31

1. The EFTA States shall participate in the medium-term Community action programme on equal oppor-
tunities for men and women (1 January 1996 to 31 December 2000).

2. The EFTA States shall contribute financially to the programme in accordance with Article 82 (1) (a) of the
Agreement.

3. The EFTA States shall participate fully in the EC committees which assist the Commission in the
management, development and implementation of the action programme referred to in paragraph 1.’



