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E-001176/12 by Richard Seeber to the Commission

Subject: Introduction of a tax on foreign aircraft in Italy (Decree 3066’)
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E-001193/12 by Vasilica Viorica Dancild to the Commission
Subject: Support for young farmers
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Svensk version
English version
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WEISja POISKA wvvveoeeerrceneeeseeeeeeeeeseeesseseeseeeesseesene

ENGLSH VEISION .utverrreriereeiecieecenerieeiise st i essseessse s ssseessessasessessssessasees

E-001197/12 by Laurence J.A.J. Stassen to the Commission
Subject: What exactly do citizens get from the internal market?
Nederlandse versie

English version

E-001198/12 by Nikolaos Salavrakos to the Commission
Subject: Attack on Orthodox Church in Skopje
EMMVIKT K000 wvvvnervenrenceorcreecimeeseenisecssensssessaseesneenes

ENGLSH VEISION wutvtrirecircieeciiecenenieiie et st esiseessse s sssessssessasessessssessanees

E-001199/12 by Nikolaos Salavrakos to the Commission
Subject: VPJ[HR — Financing of Hamas by Turkey
EN\nvikr) éxdoon)

English version

E-001200/12 by Mario Mauro to the Commission

Subject: EU funding for the European College of Parma
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English version

E-001202/12 by Derk Jan Eppink to the Commission
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E-001207/12 by Auke Zijlstra to the Commission

Subject: ‘Press Freedom Index 2011-2012’
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(Verzjoni Maltija)

Mistogsija ghal twegiba bil-miktub E-001000/12
lill- Kummissjoni
David Casa (PPE)
(6 ta’ Frar 2012)

Suggett: Ir-regolamentazzjoni tal-Internet

Zewg testi legizlattivi li bhalissa qed jigu diskussi fil-Kungress tal-Istati Uniti jista’ jkollhom effett fuq il-liberta tal-
utenti tal-Internet globalment. L-SOPA u I-PIPA ghandhom I-ghan li jrazznu t-tnizzil u t-tqassim ta’ fajls illegali ta’
materjal protett mid-drittijiet tal-awtur.

Dawn l-abbozzi ta’ ligijiet jistghu potenzjalment jippermettu lill-awtoritajiet federali tal-Istati Uniti jaghlqu ismijiet ta’
domains amministrati mill-Istati Uniti madwar id-dinja u jistghu wkoll jillimitaw lil fornituri tas-servizz u siti ta’ tiftix
ibbazati fl-Istati Uniti milli jittrattaw ma’ siti mill-UE suspettati li jippermettu tnizzil illegali. Fdecizjoni ta’
Novembru 2011 (SABAM v. Scarlet Extended SA), il-Qorti Ewropea tal-Gustizzja indikat li I-ligi tal-UE ma
tippermettix l-istallazzjoni ta’ salvagwardji kontra t-tnizzil illegali minn fornituri tas-servizz.

[I-pozizzjoni tal-Kunsill dwar it-tnizzil u t-tqassim ta’ fajls illegali ta’ materjal protett mid-drittijiet tal-awtur kif
tikkompara maz-zewg abbozzi tal-kungress?

Liema azzjoni, jekk hemm, hadet il-Kummissjoni sabiex tinfluwenza l-pozizzjoni tal-gvern tal-Istati Uniti dwar dawn
l-abbozzi?

Twegiba moghtija mis-Sinjura Kroes fisem il-Kummissjoni
(13 ta’ Marzu 2012)

II-Kummissjoni tqis bis-serjeta t-thassib dwar il-legizlazzjoni tal-Istati Uniti.

Minkejja li I-Kummissjoni ma ghandha l-ebda dritt fuq inizjattivi legizlattivi fl-Istati Uniti jew pajjiz barrani iehor, qed
insegwu mill-qrib id-diskussjonijiet dwar SOPA[PIPA, b'mod partikolari minhabba I-fatt li l-mizuri previsti setghu
effettwaw l-uzu tal-internet miftuh madwar id-dinja kollha u mminawlu l-istabbilta.

[I-Kummissjoni qed tippjana li tohrog bi proposta ghal revizjoni tad-Direttiva dwar l-Infurzar tad-Drittijiet tal-
Proprjeta Intellettwali (2004/48/KE). Il-Kummissjoni se tirrifletti fuq il-mod ta’ kif tista’ ssib bilan¢ gust bejn il-
protezzjoni tad-drittijiet tal-proprjeta intelletwali u drittijiet fundamentali ohra, b'mod partikolari I-liberta tan-
negozju, il-protezzjoni tad-dejta personali u I-liberta tal-informazzjoni.
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(English version)

Question for written answer E-001000/12
to the Commission
David Casa (PPE)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: Regulating the Internet

Two pieces of legislation currently being debated in the US Congress could impinge on the freedom of Internet users
globally. The ‘Stop Anti-Piracy Act’ (SOPA) and the ‘Protect IP’ act (PIPA) aim to curb illegal downloads and filesharing
of copyright material.

These draft laws could potentially allow US federal authorities to shut down US-managed domain names worldwide
and could also restrict US-based service providers and search engines from dealing with EU sites suspected of enabling
illegal downloads. In a ruling of November 2011 (SABAM v Scarlet Extended SA), the European Court of Justice
indicated that EC law precludes the installing of safeguards by service providers against illegal downloads.

How does the Commission’s position on illegal downloads and filesharing of copyright material compare to the two
congressional bills?

What, if any, action has the Commission taken in order to influence the position of the US government on these bills?

Answer given by Ms Kroes on behalf of the Commission
(13 March 2012)

The Commission takes seriously the concerns expressed regarding the US legislation.

Even though the Commission has no say on legislative initiatives taken in US or any other foreign country, we have
been closely following the discussions on SOPA/PIPA, in particular since the measures it had envisaged could have
affected the use of the open Internet anywhere in the world and undermined its stability.

The Commission plans to come up with a proposal for review of the IPR Enforcement Directive (2004 /48/EC). The
Commission will reflect on the way to strike a fair balance between the protection of intellectual property rights and
other fundamental rights, in particular the freedom to conduct business, the protection of personal data or the
freedom of information.
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(Verzjoni Maltija)

Mistogsija ghal twegiba bil-miktub E-001001/12
lill- Kummissjoni
David Casa (PPE)
(6 ta’ Frar 2012)

Suggett: It-taxxa fuq it-tranzazzjonijiet finanzjarji taz-zona euro
Kemm hi vijabbli l-introduzzjoni ta’ taxxa fuq it-tranzazzjonijiet finanzjarji fil-livell taz-zona euro biss?

Twettqu xi studji sabiex jigu vvalutati l-implikazzjonijiet ftermini ta’ tranzazzjoni u migrazzjoni fizika mill-Istati
Membri taz-Zona euro?

Twegiba moghtija mis-Sur Semeta fisem il-Kummissjoni
(19 ta’ Marzu 2012)

[I-Kummissjoni pprezentat proposta ghal Direttiva tal-Kunsill dwar sistema komuni ta’ taxxa fuq it-tranzazzjonijiet
finanzjarji u li temenda d-Direttiva 20087 /KE (COM(2011) 594) li ghandha tapplika ghall-Unjoni Ewropea kollha.

Sistema armonizzata ghall-UE ghandha tevita t-tghawwig u tassazzjoni doppja jew nuqqas ta’ tassazzjoni fil-livell tal-
UE. Ghaldagstant, il-Kummissjoni, qed tikkontribwixxi b’'mod attiv ghad-diskussjonijiet dwar il-proposta taghha fil-
Parlament Ewropew u I-Kunsill bil-ghan ta’ adozzjoni fil-livell tas-27 Stat Membru kollha.

[I-Kummissjoni ma wettqget l-ebda studju dwar il-fattibbilta ta’ taxxa fuq it-tranzazzjonijiet finanzjarji fiz-zona
komuni tal-euro.
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(English version)

Question for written answer E-001001/12
to the Commission
David Casa (PPE)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: Eurozone financial transaction tax
How viable is the introduction of a financial transaction tax at eurozone level only?

Have any studies been carried out in order to assess the implications in terms of transaction and physical migration
from eurozone Member States?

Answer given by Mr Semeta on behalf of the Commission
(19 March 2012)

The Commission has presented a proposal for a Council Directive on a common system of financial transaction tax
and amending Directive 20087 [EC (COM(2011) 594) which would apply to the entire European Union.

A harmonised EU system would avoid distortions and double or non-taxation at the EU level. The Commission is
therefore actively contributing to discussions on its proposal in the European Parliament and the Council with a view

to an adoption at the level of all 27 Member States.

The Commission has not undertaken any study about the feasibility of a common euro area financial transaction tax.
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Question for written answer E-001003/12
to the Commission
Daniel Hannan (ECR)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: Commission funding of NGOs in 2011

Did any of the following organisations receive money from the Commission in 2011, how much and over what
period of time?

I require a detailed response from the Commission regarding each specific NGO, the organisations I require
information for being:

Griine Bildungswerkstatt; Rosa-Luxembourg-Stiftung; Alfred Mozer Stichting (AMS); Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung Briissel;
Committee of European Securities Regulators; Babel International; act4europe; Foundation for Education for
Democracy; Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS; Institut fiir Europaische Politik; European Public Law Center (EPLC);
European Bureau for Lesser-Used Languages (EBLUL); European Forum of the Arts and Heritage European Cultural
Foundation; European Center for Nature Conservation; BirdLife International European Community Office (‘Green
Ten’ network); European Federation for Transport and Environment (‘Green Ten’ network); WWF European Policy
Office (‘Green Ten’ network); CEE Bankwatch Network (‘Green Ten’ network); Coalition for the International Criminal
Court; Foro Civil Euromed; the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO); International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH); International Federation Terre des Hommes; Greenpeace; World Wildlife Fund; Friends of the Earth;
European Environmental Bureau; Birdlife International; BEUC (European Consumers Organisation); Transport &
Environment; Rainforest Action Network; Rainforest Portal; Youth & Environment Europe; EAZA (European
Associations of Zoos and Aquaria); Concord; Via Campesina; Union Sociale pour 'habitat; Union of Ecologists; FERN;
Biofuel Watch; Wetlands International; Oxfam; Transparency International; Green Alliance; Griine Jugend
Bundesgeschiftsstelle; Federation of Young European Greens; Minority Rights Group International; PLAN
International; People and Planet; Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation (UNPO); the National Council of
Women of Finland; Social Platform; European Civil Society Platform on Lifelong Learning (EUCIS-LLL).

Question for written answer E-001004/12
to the Commission
Daniel Hannan (ECR)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: Commission funding of NGOs 1999-2007

Did any of the following organisations receive money from the Commission between 1999 and 2007, how much
and over what period of time?

[ require a detailed response from the Commission regarding each specific NGO, the organisations I require
information for being:

Griine Bildungswerkstatt; Rosa-Luxembourg-Stiftung; Alfred Mozer Stichting (AMS); Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung Briissel;
Committee of European Securities Regulators; Babel International; act4europe; Foundation for Education for
Democracy; Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS; Institut fiir Europdische Politik; European Public Law Center (EPLC);
European Bureau for Lesser-Used Languages (EBLUL); European Forum of the Arts and Heritage European Cultural
Foundation; European Center for Nature Conservation; BirdLife International European Community Office (‘Green
Ten’ network); European Federation for Transport and Environment (‘Green Ten’ network); WWF European Policy
Office (‘Green Ten’ network); CEE Bankwatch Network (‘Green Ten’ network); Coalition for the International Criminal
Court; Foro Civil Euromed; the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO); International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH); International Federation Terre des Hommes; Greenpeace; World Wildlife Fund; Friends of the Earth;
European Environmental Bureau; Birdlife International; BEUC (European Consumers Organisation); Transport &
Environment; Rainforest Action Network; Rainforest Portal; Youth & Environment Europe; EAZA (European
Associations of Zoos and Aquaria); Concord; Via Campesina; Union Sociale pour 'habitat; Union of Ecologists; FERN;
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Biofuel Watch; Wetlands International; Oxfam; Transparency International; Green Alliance; Griine Jugend
Bundesgeschiftsstelle; Federation of Young European Greens; Minority Rights Group International; PLAN
International; People and Planet; Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation (UNPO); the National Council of
Women of Finland; Social Platform; European Civil Society Platform on Lifelong Learning (EUCIS-LLL).

Joint answer given by Mr Lewandowski on behalf of the Commission
(2 March 2012)

As mentioned in the reply to Question E-006515/2011 ('), the Commission would like to invite the Honourable
Member to consult the Financial Transparency System (FTS) (%) which allows search by criteria such as the name of
the beneficiary, its country, the Commission department which gave the grant or contract, the relevant budget line or
the amount.

The FTS includes information from 2007 on all beneficiaries of EU funds implemented by the Commission under
centralised direct and centralised indirect management modes, and by Executive Agencies under the centralised
indirect management mode. Information regarding other management modes (decentralised, shared, and joint) can
be found in the relevant management authority’s website (). Data for year 2011 will be published at the end of the
first semester 2012.

The Commission regrets it cannot undertake the lengthy and costly research that would be required to provide
comprehensive information between 1999 and 2006, due to the absence of centralised data for those years.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/QP-WEB/home.jsp
() http:[/ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries|/fts/index_en.htm
()  http:[/ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/beneficiaries_en.htm
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(Versiunea in limba romand)

intrebarea cu solicitare de rispuns scris E-001005/12
adresatd Comisiei
George Sabin Cutas (S&D)
(6 februarie 2012)

Subiect: Sistemul de certificate verzi din Romania
In Romania, generarea electricitdtii din surse regenerabile este sustinuta prin sistemul de certificate verzi.

As dori sa v atrag atentia asupra faptului ¢ Ordonanta de urgentd nr. 88 din 12 octombrie 2011, din Roménia,
privind modificarea §i completarea Legii nr. 220/2008 este aplicatd cu referire la metodele utilizate pentru producerea
de biogaz. Consider cd o astfel de interpretare a legii poate cauza pierderi in randul investitorilor.

Referitor la notificarea Comisiei C (2011) 4938 intitulatd ,Romania — Certificate verzi pentru promovarea
producerii energiei electrice din surse regenerabile”, ar putea spune Comisia cate certificate verzi ar trebui acordate pe
megawatt-ord generat din biogazul obtinut din biomasa proveniti din fractiunile biodegradabile ale deseurilor
municipale?

Rispuns dat de dl Oettinger in numele Comisiei
(12 martic 2012)

Statele membre sunt cele care decid cu privire la nivelul de sprijin financiar pe care il acorda energiei electrice produse
din surse regenerabile, in limitele stabilite prin orientarile privind ajutorul pentru protectia mediului. Cu toate acestea,
Comisia a invitat statele membre sd se asigure cd schemele de sprijin pentru energia din surse regenerabile sunt eficace
si stabile si cd orice revizuire a instrumentelor de finantare se realizeaza intr-o manierd in care si se evite generarea de
incertitudine pentru investitori ().

In ceea ce priveste decizia referitoare la ajutorul de stat mentionat, privind schema de certificate verzi, Comisia a
evaluat schema de sprijin din Romania si a concluzionat c¢i numirul de certificate verzi stabilit de autoritatile roméne
nu a condus la supracompensare, fiind in conformitate cu orientdrile privind ajutorul pentru protectia mediului.
Comisia a aprobat masura notificata de instituire a schemei de sprijin din Romania prin decizia sa din 13 iulie 2011.

()  COM(2011)31 ,Energia din surse regenerabile: progrese citre obiectivul 2020”.
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Question for written answer E-001005/12
to the Commission
George Sabin Cutas (S&D)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: Romanian green certificates scheme

In Romania, the generation of electricity from renewable sources benefits from the support of the green certificates
scheme.

I would like to draw your attention to the fact that Romanian Emergency Ordinance No 88 of 12 October 2011,
amending and completing Law No 220/2008, is applied by reference to the methods used for the production of
biogas. I believe this interpretation of the law can often lead to losses for investors.

With regard to Commission notification C (2011) 4938 on ‘Romania — Green certificates for promoting electricity
from renewable sources’, could the Commission say how many green certificates should be awarded per megawatt-
hour generated from biogas derived from biomass from the biodegradable fraction of municipal waste?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(12 March 2012)

It is for the Member States to decide on the level of financial support to be given to electricity produced from
renewable energy technologies, within the limits set by the Environmental Aid Guidelines. The Commission, however,
called on the Member States to ensure that support schemes for renewable energy are effective and stable, and that
any revision of financing instruments should be pursued in a way that avoids creating investor uncertainty (').

As regards the mentioned state aid decision on the green certificates scheme, the Commission assessed the Romanian
support scheme and concluded that the number of green certificates set by the Romanian authorities did not lead to
overcompensation and complied with the Environmental Aid Guidelines. The Commission approved the notified
measure setting the Romanian support scheme by its decision of 13 July 2011.

()  COM(2011) 31 final, ‘Renewable energy: Progressing towards the 2020 target’.
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Frigor for skriftligt besvarande E-001006/12
till kommissionen
Marita Ulvskog (S&D)
(6 februari 2012)

Angdende: VP[HR - Situationen efter valet i Demokratiska republiken Kongo

Den 16 december 2011 bekriftade hogsta domstolen i Demokratiska republiken Kongo den sittande presidenten
Joseph Kabilas seger i det omtvistade presidentvalet den 28 november 2011, och avvisade dirmed kraven fran
oppositionen pa att valet skulle ogiltigférklaras efter anklagelser om fusk. Aven Demokratiska republiken Kongos
valkommission forklarade Kabila som vinnare i valet som enligt observatorer saknade trovirdighet och préglades av
oegentligheter och véld. Oppositionspartierna uppgav omedelbart att de “helt forkastade” avgorandet.

Europeiska unionens observatorsgrupp forklarade den 13 december 2011 att valet var uppgjort och att den kaotiska
sammanstillningsprocessen och bristen pd insyn i valrdkningen undergrivde resultatens trovardighet. EU-
observatorerna hindrades fran att gora sitt jobb i vissa delar av landet dar roster forsvann frén dver 2 000 vallokaler.

Valen syftade till att skapa storre stabilitet i Demokratiska republiken Kongo men kénnetecknades istillet av vild och
kaotiska forberedelser utover anklagelserna om valfusk.

Vad anser vice ordforanden/den hdga representanten om ett fredsbevarande uppdrag?

Vad gor vice ordféranden/den hoga representanten for att forhindra en liknande situation som den vi bevittnade i
Elfenbenskusten i fjol?

Vilka konkreta atgirder har vice ordféranden/den hoga representanten vidtagit for att hjilpa Demokratiska
republiken Kongo i denna svara och mycket kinsliga situation?

Svar frin den hoga representanten|vice ordférande Catherine Ashton pi kommissionens vignar
(26 mars 2012)

Den hoga representanten/vice ordforanden delar EU:s valobservatorsuppdrags och parlamentsledamotens oro 6ver
att presidents- och parlamentsvalen har priglats av oegentligheter och allvarlig oordning.

I frdga om fredsbevarande stoder EU Monuscos (FN:s stabiliseringsuppdrag i Demokratiska republiken Kongo)
insatser som redan dr igdng enligt ett mandat som avtalats enligt FN-stadgans kapitel VIL Hittills har véldet hallits
tillbaka, trots den politiska krisen och de oroande men lokala brotten mot de ménskliga rittigheterna.

Som den héga representanten/vice ordféranden uttryckte i sitt uttalande den 20 december 2011 angdende valen i
Demokratiska republiken Kongo, foresprakar hon ytterligare insyn vid valen och insisterar pa behovet att dra lirdom
av erfarenheterna samt att ta valobservatorsuppdragens rekommendationer i beaktande. Detta tillvigagangssitt som
betraktades som avgorande for att lugna situationen och underlitta dterupprittandet av en politisk konsensus i
Demokratiska republiken Kongo, upprepades dterigen den 3 februari 2012 genom en lokal EU-deklaration efter
tillkdnnagivandet av parlamentsvalresultaten.

EU har for avsikt att forbli en engagerad partner i befdstandet av ett dppet politiskt system i Demokratiska republiken
Kongo, i ndra kontakt med kongolesiska aktorer liksom med landets internationella och regionala partner.

For att undvika bakslag i Demokratiska republiken Kongos stabiliseringsinsatser och for att paskynda landets vdg mot
demokratisering, ar det viktigt i detta avseende att frimja en konstruktiv dialog mellan kongolesiska aktorer inom
ramen for landets institutioner, samtidigt som tilltron till valprocessen maste dterupprittas.

Vad giller EU:s valobservatorsuppdrag héller detta pa att firdigstdlla en ssmmanfattande rapport som kommer att ges
ut efter offentliggorandet av de slutliga resultaten av parlamentsvalen.
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Question for written answer E-001006/12
to the Commission
Marita Ulvskog (S&D)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — post-election situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

On 16 December 2011 the Supreme Court of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) confirmed the incumbent
Joseph Kabila as the winner of the disputed presidential election held on 28 November 2011, rejecting opposition
demands for the vote to be annulled over fraud allegations. The DRC's election commission also declared Kabila the
winner of the vote, which observers said lacked credibility and was marred by irregularities and violence. Opposition
parties immediately said they ‘totally rejected’ the ruling.

The European Union’s observer mission stated on 13 December 2011 that the vote had been flawed and that the
chaotic compilation process and the lack of transparency during the counting process undermined the credibility of
the results. The EU observers were prevented from doing their job in some parts of the country, where votes from
more than 2 000 polling stations disappeared.

The elections were meant to move the DRC towards greater stability, but were instead marked by violence and chaotic
preparations in addition to the allegations of fraud.

What are the VP[HR’s thoughts as regards a peace-keeping mission?
What is the VP/HR doing to prevent a similar situation to the one we witnessed in the Ivory Coast last year?

What concrete action has the VP/HR taken to help the DRC with this difficult and highly sensitive situation?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(26 March 2012)

The High Representative/Vice-President (HR/VP) shares the concerns of the EU Election Observation Mission (EU
EOM) and of the Honourable Member regarding the presidential and legislative elections marred by irregularities but
also by severe disorganisation.

As far as peacekeeping is concerned, the EU supports the work of the MONUSCO which is already in place with a
mandate agreed under Chapter VII of the UN chart. Moreover, despite the political crisis and worrying but localised
human rights violations, violence has been so far contained.

As expressed in her statement of 20 December 2011 on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) elections, the
HR/VP advocated further electoral transparency and insisted on the need to take into consideration the ‘lessons
learned’ and the recommendations of the electoral observation missions. This approach, considered as crucial in order
to appease the situation and to facilitate the restoration of a political consensus in the DRC, was reiterated on
3 February 2012 by a local EU Declaration in the aftermath of the announcement of the legislative elections results.

The EU intends to remain a committed partner towards the consolidation of an open political system in the DRC in
close contact with Congolese stakeholders as well as DRC’s international and regional partners.

In this regard, in order to avoid set backs in the DRC stabilisation efforts and to encourage progress in the path
towards the democratisation of the country, it is important to support the emergence of a constructive dialogue
among Congolese stakeholders in the framework of the DRC institutions, while restoring credibility in the electoral
process.

As regards the EU EOM, it is now finalising its comprehensive report which will be released after the publication of
the final results of the legislative elections.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001008/12
alla Commissione (Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante)
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)

(30 gennaio 2012)

Oggetto: VP[HR — Tribunale islamico del Kashmir e verdetto di espulsione di pastori cristiani

1 Consiglio Globale dei Cristiani Indiani ha denunciato le gravi affermazioni del Ministro per le energie rinnovabili del
governo indiano, Farooq Abdullah, riguardanti il recente verdetto di espulsione pronunciato da un tribunale islamico
del Kashmir nei confronti di alcuni missionari cristiani accusati di proselitismo. Il Ministro ha sostenuto la legittimita
del verdetto, dando il suo pubblico appoggio alla pronuncia del tribunale shariatico sulla base della constatazione che
lattivita di missionari e pastori cristiani che convertono fedeli islamici al cristianesimo & contraria ai principi
costituzionali. Il Consiglio dei Cristiani Indiani ha inoltre chiesto, vista la gravita delle affermazioni, che il Ministro
venga rimosso dal governo indiano.

E I'Alto Rappresentante a conoscenza dei fatti esposti?
Ritiene di dover presentare rimostranze nei confronti del governo indiano?

Intende I'Alto Rappresentante fare pressione sul governo indiano affinché il verdetto sui pastori cristiani condannati
per la loro attivita missionaria nella regione del Kashmir sia rivisto e si arrivi cosi ad una pronuncia del caso rispettosa
del diritto alla liberta di religione?

Ha chiesto I'Alto Rappresentante al governo indiano, per questo ed altri casi, di impegnarsi maggiormente per il
rispetto pieno ed effettivo dei diritti umani, che rappresenta un elemento fondamentale dell'accordo di cooperazione
UE-India del 1994?

Risposta dell’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(5 giugno 2012)

L’'Unione europea segue attentamente la situazione delle minoranze religiose in India e affronta regolarmente le
problematiche ad essa connesse, tramite i vari canali e strumenti cui ha accesso. Tra questi figurano il dialogo annuale
sui diritti umani con il governo indiano, le relazioni con i membri della Commissione nazionale per le minoranze e i
contatti con le organizzazioni della societa civile di tutte le comunita religiose.

La delegazione dellUE a New Delhi ha inoltre seguito da vicino i recenti fatti in Kashmir cui si riferisce
l'interrogazione scritta. Sono in corso discussioni con i consueti gruppi di contatto per stabilire come reagire a tali
eventi.
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Question for written answer E-001008/12
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(30 January 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — Judgment of Islamic court in Kashmir ordering the expulsion of Christian pastors

The Global Council of Indian Christians has condemned the disturbing comments made by India’s Minister for New
and Renewable Energy, Farooq Abdullah, regarding the recent judgment of an Islamic court in Kashmir ordering the
expulsion of Christian missionaries accused of proselytism. The minister has maintained that this judgment is
legitimate, thus giving public support to the Sharia court’s verdict, on the grounds that the activity of Christian
missionaries and pastors converting Muslims to Christianity is contrary to constitutional principles. Given the
disturbing nature of these comments, the Council of Indian Christians has also requested that the minister be
removed from the Indian Government.

Is the High Representative aware of the facts outlined above?
Does she believe a complaint should be made to the Indian Government?

Will the High Representative exert pressure on the Indian Government so that the judgment condemning the
Christian pastors charged for their missionary work in Kashmir is reviewed and a ruling which respects the right to
freedom of religion can be reached?

Has the High Representative called on the Indian Government, in this case and other cases, to make greater efforts to
ensure that human rights are fully and effectively respected, given that this is a fundamental element of the EU-India
cooperation agreement signed in 1994?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(5 June 2012)

The EU is following the situation of religious minorities in India closely, and regularly addresses the subject through
the various channels and means that are open to it. These include the local annual human rights dialogue with the
Indian government, interaction with members of the National Commission for Minorities, and exchanges with civil
society organisations from all religious communities.

The EU Delegation in Delhi has furthermore been monitoring the recent events in Kashmir referred to in the written
question, and the reaction to these events is being discussed with its regular contact groups.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001009/12
alla Commissione
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(6 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VP/HR — Elezioni presidenziali in Russia e timori di irregolarita

Dopo le manifestazioni di protesta verificatesi in Russia lo scorso dicembre, a seguito dei presunti brogli elettorali
durante le elezioni legislative russe, le organizzazioni non governative locali e il partito di opposizione Jabloko
denunciano le pressioni del potere centrale e del Cremlino nei confronti dei soggetti che a marzo si contrapporranno
alla lista di Vladimir Putin. Vi sarebbero infatti fondati timori relativi a possibili tentativi filo-governativi di indebolire
le opposizioni nel periodo pre-elettorale nonché di ricorrere a irregolarita varie durante il voto del 4 marzo prossimo.

Considerando l'importanza dell'appuntamento elettorale russo, ha I'Alto Rappresentante intenzione di attivarsi per
chiedere al governo russo di garantire la piena regolarita della consultazione elettorale?

Potrebbe I'Alto Rappresentante far sapere se ¢ stato informato della situazione, in particolare dei timori delle ONG,
grazie a contatti diretti tra gli uffici del servizio europeo per I'azione esterna e il personale delle ONG stesse?

E I'Alto Rappresentante in grado di dire se e quanti osservatori europei saranno presenti per specifiche missioni di
osservazione elettorale in Russia nel periodo delle elezioni presidenziali?

Risposta data dall’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(27 marzo 2012)

L'UE ¢ impegnata in un dialogo attivo con la Federazione russa in merito ad elezioni libere e regolari e agli impegni
della Russia in tal senso. Il 22 giugno 2011, in occasione del rifiuto della domanda di registrazione del Partito della
liberta popolare (PARNAS), 'Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente ha rilasciato una dichiarazione in cui esprimeva
apprensione per il mancato rispetto del pluralismo politico nel paese. Nel dicembre 2011, 'AR/VP ha inoltre
manifestato la propria preoccupazione per le irregolarita nelle elezioni per la Duma e la violenta repressione delle
pacifiche proteste che ne sono seguite.

La questione ¢ stata nuovamente sollevata in occasione del vertice UE-Russia del 15 dicembre 2011 e il problema dei
diritti elettorali dei cittadini ¢ stato dibattuto anche nel corso delle consultazioni UE-Russia in materia di diritti
dell'uvomo del 29 novembre 2011.

L'Unione europea e 'AR/VP in persona hanno esortato in tutte le occasioni la Russia a rispettare gli impegni
internazionali assunti in merito ad elezioni libere e regolari e il diritto dei cittadini alla liberta di riunione ed
espressione. Ci0 acquista particolare importanza alla luce delle elezioni presidenziali del 4 marzo 2012. In merito alla
questione degli osservatori europei alle votazioni, TAR/VP ha accolto favorevolmente l'invito fatto agli osservatori
ODIHR per le elezioni presidenziali del 4 marzo.

Il servizio europeo per l'azione esterna ¢ in costante contatto con i rappresentanti della societa civile russa, e quindi
anche con coloro che partecipano attivamente al monitoraggio elettorale, e i leader dell'opposizione.
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Question for written answer E-001009/12
to the Commission
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — Presidential election in Russia and fears of irregularities

After the protests which took place in Russia in December following the alleged poll-rigging during the Russian
parliamentary elections, local non-governmental organisations and the opposition party Jabloko are speaking out
against the pressure being exerted by the Government and the Kremlin on those who will be standing against
Vladimir Putin in March. It is feared, apparently with good reason, that government supporters might attempt to
weaken the opposition in the run-up to the election and commit irregularities of various kinds during the upcoming
vote on 4 March.

Considering the importance of the Russian election, will the High Representative call on the Russian Government to
guarantee the full regularity of the electoral process?

Has she been informed of the situation, and of the NGOs' fears in particular, through direct contact between the
offices of the European External Action Service and the staff of the NGOs themselves?

Can she say whether, and, if so, how many, European observers will be sent on specific election observation missions
to Russia during the presidential election?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(27 March 2012)

The EU has engaged in an active dialogue with the Russian Federation on free and fair elections and Russia’s
obligations in this regard. On the occasion of the denial of registration for the Party of People’s Freedom on
22 June 2011, the HR/VP has issued a statement, noting her concern with constraints to political pluralism in the
country. In December 2011, she also expressed her concerns with regard to the irregularities of the Duma elections,
and the violent crack down on the peaceful protesters in their aftermath.

All these messages were passed again during the EU-Russia Summit on 15 December 2011, while the issue of the
people’s electoral rights were also discussed during the EU-Russia human rights consultations, which took place
29 November 2011.

The EU, and the HR/VP personally, urges Russia, on all occasions, to respect international commitments it has
undertaken with regard to both free and fair elections as well as the right of the people to freedom of assembly and
expression. This is especially important in light of the Presidential elections on 4 March 2012. As regards the question
on the European observers, the HR[VP welcomes the invitation to ODIHR observers for presidential elections
4 March.

The EEAS is regularly meeting with the civil society representatives from Russia, including those actively involved in
elections observation, and opposition leaders.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001010/12
alla Commissione
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(6 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VP[HR — Tribunale islamico del Kashmir e verdetto di espulsione per alcuni pastori cristiani

1 Consiglio globale dei Cristiani indiani ha denunciato le gravi affermazioni del ministro per le Energie rinnovabili del
governo indiano, Farooq Abdullah, riguardanti il recente verdetto di espulsione pronunciato da un tribunale islamico
del Kashmir nei confronti di alcuni missionari cristiani accusati di proselitismo. Il ministro ha sostenuto la legittimita
del verdetto offrendo pubblicamente il suo appoggio alla pronuncia del tribunale shariatico sulla base della
constatazione che l'attivita di missionari e pastori cristiani che convertono fedeli islamici al cristianesimo € contraria
ai principi costituzionali. Il Consiglio dei Cristiani indiani ha inoltre chiesto, vista la gravita delle affermazioni, che il
ministro sia rimosso dal governo indiano.

E I'Alto Rappresentante a conoscenza dei fatti descritti?
Puo far sapere se ha ritenuto necessario presentare le proprie rimostranze al governo indiano?

Intende I'Alto Rappresentante esercitare pressioni sul governo indiano affinché il verdetto con cui i pastori cristiani
sono stati condannati per la loro attivita missionaria nella regione del Kashmir sia rivisto, e si arrivi cosi a una
pronuncia sul caso rispettosa del diritto alla liberta di religione?

Potrebbe I'Alto Rappresentante far sapere se ha chiesto al governo indiano, in relazione al caso in oggetto e ad altri
casi, di impegnarsi maggiormente ai fini del pieno ed effettivo rispetto dei diritti umani in quanto elemento
fondamentale dell'accordo di cooperazione UE-India del 1994?

Risposta data dall’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(15 marzo 2012)

L'Unione europea segue attentamente la situazione delle minoranze religiose in India e affronta regolarmente il tema,
tramite i vari canali e strumenti cui ha accesso. Tra questi figurano il dialogo annuale sui diritti umani con il governo
indiano, le relazioni con i membri della Commissione nazionale per le minoranze e gli scambi con le organizzazioni
della societa civile di tutte le comunita religiose.

La delegazione UE di New Delhi ha inoltre seguito attentamente i recenti avvenimenti in Kashmir cui si riferisce
l'interrogazione scritta. La reazione a tali eventi ¢ attualmente oggetto di dibattito con i suoi consueti gruppi di
contatto.
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Question for written answer E-001010/12
to the Commission
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(6 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — Islamic Court of Kashmir and verdict to expel a number of Christian pastors

The Global Council of Indian Christians has condemned the disgraceful statements made by the Minister for
Renewable Energy in the Indian Government, Farooq Abdullah, concerning the recent verdict handed down by an
Islamic court in Kashmir ordering the expulsion of a number of Christian missionaries accused of proselytism. The
minister maintained that the verdict was legitimate and offered public support for the Sharia court’s ruling on the
grounds that Christian missionaries and pastors who seek to convert devout Muslims to Christianity are acting in
breach of constitutional principles. Given the serious nature of the statements, the Global Council of Indian Christians
has also called for the minister to be sacked.

Is the High Representative aware of this matter?
Has she made representations of her own to the Indian Government?

Does the High Representative intend to put pressure on the Indian Government to have the verdict punishing the
Christian pastors for their missionary work in the Kashmir region reviewed so that a judgment consistent with the
principle of freedom of religion can be reached?

Has she urged the Indian Government, in the context of this and other cases, to make greater efforts to enforce human
rights, given that this is a fundamental element of the EU-India cooperation agreement of 1994?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(15 March 2012)

The EU is following the situation of religious minorities in India closely, and regularly addresses the subject through
the various channels and means that are open to it. These include the local annual human rights dialogue with the
Indian government, interaction with members of the National Commission for Minorities, and exchanges with civil
society organisations from all religious communities.

The EU Delegation in Delhi has furthermore been monitoring the recent events in Kashmir referred to in the written
question, and the reaction to these events is being discussed with its regular contact groups.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001011/12
alla Commissione (Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante)
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)

(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VPJHR — Scontri in Libia tra miliziani e clan tribali, prigionieri detenuti clandestinamente e controllo del
territorio

L'inviato speciale del’ONU lan Martin ha recentemente definito «preoccupante» la situazione in Libia, in particolare
nelle citta di Beni Ulid (Bani Walid) e Bengasi, dal punto di vista della capacita del governo di transizione di controllare
il territorio. Stando alle informazioni disponibili, sarebbero infatti rimaste in attivita truppe di miliziani che, a seguito
della caduta di Gheddafi, starebbero continuando a combattere contro gruppi disorganizzati di lealisti e, a quanto
pare, ormai in molti casi gli scontri a fuoco sarebbero dovuti a regolamenti di conti tra bande di miliziani di opposte
fazioni che agiscono per motivi tribali piuttosto che per ragioni politiche. In ogni caso, il rapporto dell'inviato
delllONU parla di una preoccupante quantita di armi ancora in circolazione nelle aree del paese dove nei mesi scorsi
era stata piu intensa la battaglia per la cacciata di Gheddafi. Inoltre, secondo indiscrezioni esisterebbe la possibilita che
oltre 8 000 prigionieri lealisti siano ancora detenuti clandestinamente da gruppi di ex-miliziani insorti.

Considerando la vicinanza geografica della Libia all’Europa e l'importanza strategica del paese nordafricano, anche
per gli interessi del nostro continente, nonché l'impegno diretto di alcuni governi europei nella guerra libica, in che
modo intende 'Alto Rappresentante agire diplomaticamente affinché la situazione in Libia, dopo mesi di guerra, sia
gestita dal governo locale di transizione in un’ottica di pacificazione e stabilizzazione interna del paese quanto pit
possibile rapide?

Ha I'Alto Rappresentante intenzione di chiedere al governo libico di adoperarsi per ottenere la consegna delle armi da
parte dei miliziani e di chiarire se vi siano effettivamente migliaia di prigionieri lealisti detenuti clandestinamente?

Quale strategia diplomatica mettera in opera nei prossimi mesi I'’Alto Rappresentante per assicurare la collaborazione
dell'UE in vista della pacificazione della societa libica e dell'ottenimento della piena funzionalita e del totale controllo
sul territorio da parte del governo libico?

Risposta data dall’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(27 marzo 2012)

L'Unione europea sostiene il governo provvisorio nel suo impegno per guidare il paese attraverso il difficile processo
di transizione verso l'elezione di un Consiglio nazionale, prevista per il giugno 2012. In particolare, 'Unione aiuta le
autorita e le altre parti coinvolte, tra cui la societa civile, a rafforzare le loro capacita durante questo processo e ad
affrontare alcune delle esigenze pitt immediate della Libia.

Per quanto riguarda le iniziative diplomatiche, I'UE continuera a impegnarsi nel dialogo con le autorita relativo al
processo di transizione, pur riconoscendo lintera titolarita di quest'ultimo al popolo libico. Per sostenere tale
obiettivo, I'Unione intende potenziare ulteriormente la sua presenza in Libia, rafforzando la sua delegazione a Tripoli.
Continuera inoltre a organizzare visite periodiche ad alto livello nel paese, in modo da mantenere il suo forte
impegno con le autorita.

La questione del maltrattamento dei detenuti € regolarmente sollevata dall'Unione europea nelle discussioni con le
autorita libiche. In una recente dichiarazione, I'Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente ha chiesto che tutti i detenuti in
Libia siano rispettati secondo le norme internazionali. L'AR/VP ha inoltre chiesto alle autorita di accelerare il processo
con cui stanno ponendo sotto il loro controllo tutti i luoghi di detenzione e di indagare sulle denunce relative a
violazioni dei diritti dei detenuti. Il governo libico ha reagito positivamente a questi inviti e ha dichiarato che sta
attuando misure volte a trasferire il controllo delle strutture di detenzione al Ministero della Giustizia.
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Question for written answer E-001011/12
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — Clashes in Libya between militias and tribal clans, illegal detention of prisoners and control of the
country

The UN special envoy, lan Martin, recently summed up the situation in Libya, particularly in the cities of Bani Walid
and Benghazi, as ‘worrying’ in terms of the government’s ability to control certain parts of the country. According to
the information available, militia groups still active following the fall of the Gaddafi regime are continuing to fight
against disorganised groups of Gaddafi loyalists and it would seem that many of the gun battles now taking place
reflect the settling of tribal rather than political scores between groups from opposing factions. In any event, the UN
envoy’s report refers to the worrying volume of arms still in circulation in the areas of the country where, over the last
few months, the fight to expel Gaddafi was particularly intense. Moreover, there are rumours that more than 8 000
loyalist prisoners are still being held illegally by insurgent militia groups.

Given Libya’s geographical proximity to and strategic importance for Europe, not to mention the direct involvement
of certain European governments in the Libyan war, what diplomatic action does the High Representative intend to
take in order to ensure that the situation in Libya, after months of war, is managed by the local transitional
government with a view to restoring peace and stability as quickly as possible?

Does the High Representative intend to ask the Libyan Government to work to secure the surrender of their weapons
by militia groups and to determine whether thousands of loyalist prisoners are indeed being held illegally?

What diplomatic strategy will the High Representative employ over the coming months to ensure that the EU plays a
full part in restoring peace in Libya and enabling the Libyan Government to function properly and secure control over
the whole country?

Answer given by High Representative Ashton/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(27 March 2012)

The EU supports the interim government in bringing the country through the difficult process of transition towards
the election of a National Council scheduled for June 2012. The EU is currently providing assistance to the authorities
during this process as well as to other partners including civil society, notably to strengthen capacity and address
some of the most pressing needs Libya faces at present.

As regards diplomatic initiatives, the EU will continue to engage in dialogue with the authorities regarding the
transition process while recognising that ownership of this process lies with the Libyan people. In support of this goal
the EU will further enhance its presence in Libya by strengthening the EU Delegation in Tripoli. It will also continue to
ensure regular high-level visits to the country to ensure its strong engagement with the authorities.

The EU has regularly raised the issue of ill-treatment of detainee’s in its discussions with the Libyan authorities. Most
recently the High Representative/Vice-President issued a statement where she called for the respect of all detainees in
Libya in accordance with international standards. The HR/VP also called on the authorities to accelerate the process of
bringing all places of detention under their control and to investigate allegations of violations of detainee’s rights. The
Libyan government has reacted positively to these calls and has stated that it is in the process of implementing
measures aiming at transferring the control of detention facilities to the Ministry of Justice.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001012/12
alla Commissione (Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante)
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)

(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VP[HR — Imam salafita denunciato per incitamento alla violenza anticristiana: diffusione del fanatismo
islamico in Egitto e azione dell'UE a riguardo

Il Free Egyptians Party (FEP), formazione politica capeggiata da un musulmano moderato, Mahmoud Salem, ha
presentato denuncia contro limam salafita Yasser al-Bourhami per le continue e gravissime minacce rivolte
pubblicamente contro la comunita cristiana egiziana e per il violento incitamento all'odio anticristiano che da tempo
contraddistingue le parole del religioso estremista. Il FEP si dice cosciente che la denuncia non avra seguito, data la
complicita tra estremisti musulmani e settori delle istituzioni statali, ma si professa pronto a continuare la battaglia,
anche sul piano legale, contro il fanatismo di una larga parte dellIslam egiziano.

Le preoccupazioni circa il rapido diffondersi del radicalismo islamico in Egitto vengono condivise da quasi tutti gli
osservatori internazionali, soprattutto dopo il grande successo delle formazioni politiche islamiste nelle elezioni a
seguito della caduta di Mubarak.

A riguardo, considerando la rilevanza del ruolo geopolitico dell’Egitto nel bacino del Mare Mediterraneo e
limportanza, anche per gli interessi europei, di assicurare una transizione pacifica all’Egitto e un futuro solidamente
democratico alla sua societd e architettura politica, in quale modo 'Alto Rappresentante intende agire sul piano
diplomatico affinché le formazioni politiche islamiche rispettino la liberta religiosa dei cristiani e in generale delle
minoranze religiose in Egitto, visto il tragico aumento delle violenze anticristiane negli ultimi mesi?

Sono in programma incontri con le autorita egiziane per discutere, tra I'altro, dell'emergenza posta dai numerosissimi
casi di violenza anticristiana?

L’Alto Rappresentante ¢ a conoscenza dei fatti sopra esposti?

Risposta data dall’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(24 maggio 2012)

L'articolo 2 dell'accordo di associazione stipulato tra I'UE e I'Egitto prevede che le relazioni tra le due parti si basino
sul rispetto dei principi democratici e dei diritti fondamentali, tra cui la liberta di religione o di credo. Tutti gli egiziani,
compresi quelli appartenenti alle minoranze religiose, devono poter avere un loro spazio nel «uovo Egitto» e nel
processo di transizione che lo sta determinando. La Commissione auspica che le politiche attuate dall’attuale e dal
prossimo governo egiziano siano conformi al rispetto dei diritti umani e delle liberta fondamentali, tra cui la liberta di
religione o di credo. In tal senso, riveste una grande importanza la rapida adozione di un testo unico relativo alla
costruzione dei luoghi di culto, promessa dalle autorita di transizione.

In varie occasioni, 'UE ha ribadito la sua profonda preoccupazione e la condanna di ogni forma di intolleranza,
discriminazione o violenza nel paese. In seguito ai fatti di Maspero, il 10 ottobre 2011 T'Alta
Rappresentante/Vicepresidente ha rilasciato una dichiarazione nella quale ha condannato il pesante intervento
dell’esercito, invitando alla calma e alla moderazione dei toni e chiedendo un’'indagine per chiarire i fatti. In due
dichiarazioni rilasciate il 9 maggio 2011 e il 14 marzo 2011, I'Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente ha duramente
condannato gli atti di violenza settaria. L'Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente e il Presidente della Commissione,
durante le loro visite in Egitto rispettivamente del 14 marzo 2011 e del 14luglio 2011, hanno espresso la
preoccupazione dell'UE direttamente al Maresciallo Tantawi. Le conclusioni adottate dal Consiglio «Affari esteri» nel
febbraio 2011 hanno ribadito la profonda preoccupazione e la condanna dell'UE per qualsiasi tipo di intolleranza,
discriminazione o violenza, come ad esempio i recenti atti di violenza e di terrorismo perpetrati in vari paesi contro i
cristiani e i loro luoghi di culto, i pellegrini musulmani e altre comunita religiose.
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Question for written answer E-001012/12
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: VP/HR — Salafi imam reported for inciting anti-Christian violence: spreading of Islamic fanaticism in Egypt
and appropriate action by the EU

The Free Egyptians Party (FEP), a political group headed by a moderate Muslim, Mahmoud Salem, has lodged a
complaint against Salafi Imam Yasser al-Bourhami for having made continuous and very serious threats publicly
against the Egyptian Christian community and for violent incitement to anti-Christian hatred, which for some time
had characterised the speech of the religious extremist. The FEP declares that it is aware that the complaint will not be
followed up given the complicity between Muslim extremists and sectors of state institutions, but claims that it is
ready to continue to fight, including on a legal level, against the fanaticism of a large part of Egyptian Islam.

The worries regarding the rapid spread of Islamic radicalism in Egypt are shared by almost all international observers,
especially after the huge success of the Islamist political parties in the elections following the fall of Mubarak.

In this respect, considering the significance of Egypt's geopolitical role in the Mediterranean basin and the
importance, including for European interests, of ensuring that Egypt enjoys a peaceful transition and that its society
and political framework have a solidly democratic future, what diplomatic action does the High Representative intend
to take so that the Islamic political groups respect the religious freedom of Christians and, in general, of the religious
minorities in Egypt, given the tragic increase in anti-Christian violence over the last few months?

Are there any meetings scheduled with the Egyptian authorities to discuss, among other things, the emergency
situation resulting from the numerous cases of anti-Christian violence?

Is the High Representative aware of the above?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(24 May 2012)

Article 2 of the Association Agreement between the EU and Egypt stipulates that the relations between both parties
should be based on the respect for democratic principles and fundamental rights which include freedom of religion or
belief. All Egyptians, including persons belonging to religious minorities, should have a place in the ‘New Egypt’ and
in the transition process leading to it. The Commission expects that the policies implemented by the current and
forthcoming Egyptian governments are and will be in line with the respect of human fundamental rights, including
freedom of religion or belief. In this respect, the adoption at the earliest of the unified law on the building of places of
worship promised by the interim authorities is of the utmost importance.

The EU has on several occasions reiterated its serious concern and condemnation of intolerance, discrimination or
violence in the country. Following the Maspero events, the High Representative/Vice-President (HR/VP) issued a
statement on 10 October 2011 condemning the crack down by the army, calling for calm and restraint and asking for
an investigation. Sectarian violence has been strongly condemned in two HR/VP statements issued on 9 May 2011
and 14 March 2011. EU concerns in this matter were also directly communicated to Marshal Tantawi by the HR/VP
during her visit to Egypt on 14 March 2011 and by the President of the Commission when he visited the country on
14 July 2011. The Foreign Affairs Council conclusions adopted in February 2011 reiterated the EU’s serious concern
and condemnation over any intolerance, discrimination or violence as epitomised by recent violence and acts of
terrorism, in various countries, against Christians and their places of worship, Muslim pilgrims and other religious
communities.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-001014/12
au Conseil
Catherine Greéze (Verts/ALE)
(7 février 2012)

Objet: Les droits des bascophones et catalanophones de France

Selon un arrangement administratif de 2006 (JO 2006/C 40/02 du 17 février 2006) se fondant sur les conclusions du
Conseil du 13 juin 2005 relatives a I'emploi officiel de langues additionnelles au sein des institutions européennes, les
citoyens espagnols peuvent utiliser, dans leur communication écrite avec le Conseil, les langues officielles de I'Etat
espagnol autres que le castillan, et notamment le basque et le catalan.

Ces deux langues sont aussi traditionnellement parlées en France. J'aurais donc voulu savoir si cet arrangement
s'applique également aux citoyens frangais de langue catalane ou basque.

Réponse
(2 avril 2012)

L’arrangement administratif en question a été conclu entre le Royaume d’Espagne et le Conseil de I'Union européenne.
1l s'applique aux citoyens espagnols (") qui souhaitent utiliser, dans leurs communications écrites avec le Conseil, une
langue autre que le castillan (espagnol) dont le statut est reconnu par la Constitution espagnole.

Conformément a cet arrangement administratif, les communications entre le Conseil et les citoyens espagnols dans
les langues autres que le castillan ne se font pas directement mais passent par 'organe désigné par le gouvernement
espagnol a cet effet (d'organe compétent»). Le gouvernement espagnol assume les coits (tels que les frais de
traduction et d'interprétation ) supportés par le Conseil du fait de la mise en ceuvre de I'arrangement (9.

Cet arrangement ne s'applique pas aux citoyens francais.

() Point 1 de l'arrangement administratif.
()  Points 11 et 12 de l'arrangement administratif.
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Question for written answer E-001014/12
to the Council
Catherine Greéze (Verts/ALE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Rights of Basque and Catalan speakers in France

In accordance with an administrative arrangement of 2006 (O] C 40, 17.2.2006, p.2) based on the Council
conclusions of 13 June 2005 relating to the official use of additional languages within European institutions, Spanish
citizens can, in their written communications with the Council, use the official languages of the Spanish State other
than Castilian (Spanish), in particular Basque and Catalan.

These two languages are also traditionally spoken in France. Can the Council therefore state whether this arrangement
will also apply to French citizens who speak Catalan or Basque?

Reply
(2 April 2012)

The administrative arrangement in question was concluded between the Kingdom of Spain and the Council of the
European Union and applies to Spanish citizens (') wishing to use in their written communications with the Council a
language other than Castilian (Spanish), whose status is recognised by the Spanish Constitution.

In accordance with this administrative arrangement, the communication between the Council and the Spanish citizen
in languages other than Castilian is not direct but is made through the intermediary of the body designated by the
Spanish Government for this purpose (‘the competent body’). The costs accruing to the Council (such as translation
and interpretation) from the implementation of the arrangement are borne by the Spanish government (%).

This arrangement does not apply to French citizens.

()  Point 1 of the administrative arrangement.
()  Points 11-12 of the administrative arrangement.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-001016/12
au Conseil
Catherine Greéze (Verts/ALE)
(7 février 2012)

Objet: Les droits des occitanophones

Selon un arrangement administratif de 2006 (JO 2006/C 40/02 du 17 février 2006) se fondant sur les conclusions du
Conseil du 13 juin 2005 relatives a I'emploi officiel de langues additionnelles au sein des institutions européennes, les
citoyens espagnols peuvent utiliser, dans leur communication écrite avec le Conseil, les langues officielles de I'Etat
espagnol autres que le castillan. Cette mesure s'applique explicitement en plusieurs endroits au catalan, au basque et
au galicien.

Or l'occitan (parlé dans le Val d’Aran, en Catalogne) est également, depuis le statut du 9 aott 2006 (étendu par la loi
catalane du 22 septembre 2010), une langue officielle de la Catalogne, et donc de I'Espagne, conformément a
l'article 3, alinéa 2, de la constitution de 'Espagne. J'aurais donc voulu avoir confirmation que 'arrangement de 2006
évoqué ci-dessus s'applique également a I'occitan.

Réponse
(30 avril 2012)

L’arrangement administratif en question a été conclu entre le Royaume d’Espagne et le Conseil de I'Union européenne
et il s'applique lorsque, conformément au droit espagnol, des citoyens espagnols (') souhaitent utiliser, dans leurs
communications écrites avec le Conseil, une langue autre que l'espagnol/castillan dont le statut est reconnu par la
Constitution espagnole.

Conformément a cet arrangement administratif, la communication entre le Conseil et les citoyens espagnols qui
emploient une langue autre que le castillan n’est pas directe, mais se fait par I'intermédiaire d’'un organe désigné a cette
fin ('organe compétent») par le gouvernement espagnol. Les citoyens espagnols transmettent leurs communications
a l'organe compétent qui, comme prévu par l'arrangement administratif, est chargé de les traduire si la langue
employée est reconnue parla Constitution espagnole. Il nappartient deés lors pas au Conseil de confirmer a
I'Honorable Parlementaire si I'arrangement administratif s'applique également a 'occitan.

() Point 1 de l'arrangement administratif.
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Question for written answer E-001016/12
to the Council
Catherine Greéze (Verts/ALE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Rights of Occitan speakers

In accordance with an administrative arrangement of 2006 (O] C 40, 17.2.2006, p.2) based on the Council
conclusions of 13 June 2005 relating to the official use of additional languages within European institutions, Spanish
citizens can, in their written communications with the Council, use the official languages of the Spanish State other
than Castilian (Spanish). This measure specifically applies in various parts of Spain to Catalan, Basque and Galician.

However, under the terms of the statute of 9 August 2006, whose scope was extended by the Catalan law of
22 September 2010, Occitan, which is spoken in the Val d’Aran, in Catalonia, is also an official language of Catalonia,
and therefore of Spain, in accordance with Article 3(2) of the Spanish Constitution. Can the Council therefore
confirm that the aforementioned arrangement of 2006 will also apply to Occitan?

Reply
(30 April 2012)

The administrative arrangement in question was concluded between the Kingdom of Spain and the Council of the
European Union and applies where in application of Spanish law, Spanish citizens (') wish to use in their written
communications with the Council a language, other than Castilian (Spanish), whose status is recognised by the
Spanish Constitution.

In accordance with this administrative arrangement, communication between the Council and the Spanish citizen in
languages other than Castilian is not direct but is made through the intermediary of the body designated by the
Spanish Government for that purpose (‘the competent body’). Spanish citizens forward their communications to the
competent body and it is the competent body that is responsible for the translation of the communication as
provided for in the administrative arrangement, on condition that the language of communication is recognised by
the Spanish Constitution. It is not therefore for the Council to confirm to the Honourable Member whether the
administrative arrangement also applies to Occitan.

() Point 1 of the administrative arrangement.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001018/12
alla Commissione
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: Aziende a rischio insolvenza in Europa

Per le aziende italiane ¢ destinato ad aumentare e di molto il rischio di incappare in un cliente insolvente. Il numero
delle imprese che potrebbero precipitare in questo stato, molto spesso anticamera del fallimento, dovrebbe toccare le
15000 unita nel 2012, contro le 12 300 del 2011 (+22 %) e gli 11 400 casi dell'anno precedente. L'aumento di
questo numero ¢ legato a doppio filo con quello dell’'andamento del PIL e dell'economia mondiale.

A prevederlo ¢ un noto ufficio di una societa specializzata nell’assicurazione dei crediti commerciali, che nell'ultimo
rapporto economico analizza la situazione macroeconomica e 'andamento del rischio d'insolvenza nei paesi piu
industrializzati. La stima italiana per il 2012 € stata calcolata considerando il doppio downgrade di Standard & Poor’s
e la revisione al ribasso del PIL, visto in forte contrazione, tra il —1,5 % e il —1,2 % dalla Banca d’Italia, e dal Fondo
monetario internazionale (-2,2 %).

Non & molto diversa la situazione in altri paesi dell'area del Mediterraneo. In Spagna le insolvenze aumenteranno di
un ulteriore 20 %, facendo segnare il record storico, dopo il +11 % registrato nel 2011. Sul banco degli imputati
continua a restare il mercato immobiliare: in questo settore si registra quasi un terzo dei casi d'incapacita di saldare i
debiti. Anche in Grecia, paese che sta discutendo su come ristrutturare il proprio debito, la situazione ¢ molto simile a
quella spagnola. Per questi due paesi le prospettive di una ripresa sono rimandate a fine anno.

Nell’Eurozona il trend delle insolvenze ¢ previsto in crescita del 12 % contro un +3 % a livello mondiale. In Europa ¢ la
crisi del debito sovrano e dei deficit pubblici a fare ritardare 'arrivo di una ripresa in grado di scuotere le economie del
continente.

Alla luce di quanto esposto, puo la Commissione far sapere:

1. Quali norme sono applicate a livello di Unione europea per i casi di fallimento aventi effetti transfrontalieri?

2. Costatato 'aumento del numero di aziende insolventi in Europa, quali norme europee sono previste per
salvaguardare le aziende creditrici di aziende insolventi?

Risposta data da Antonio Tajani a nome della Commissione
(19 marzo 2012)

Gli strumenti di riferimento fondamentali a livello europeo in tema di fallimento di imprese sono:

—  regolamento (CE) n. 1346/2000 relativo alle procedure d'insolvenza, volto a garantire pari diritti a tutti i
creditori in caso d'insolvenza indipendentemente dal loro paese d’origine;

—  direttiva 200274 relativa alla tutela dei lavoratori subordinati in caso d'insolvenza del datore di lavoro.

Nel 2012 la Commissione presentera una relazione sullapplicazione del regolamento relativo all'insolvenza. La
relazione fungera da base per una proposta legislativa finalizzata alla revisione del regolamento (CE) n. 1346/2000 al
fine di migliorare l'efficienza e l'efficacia dei procedimenti d'insolvenza transfrontalieri.

La Commissione sta elaborando una proposa di regolamento volta a facilitare il pagamento dei debiti transfrontalieri
per il tramite di un Procedimento europeo d'ingiunzione di pagamento al fine di consentire ai creditori di congelare
gli attivi sul conto corrente del debitore per recuperare i crediti in mora.

Altre misure volte a offrire alle PMI un accesso pill equo e pitt ampio ai finanziamenti sono:
— la direttiva 2011/7UE sui ritardi di pagamento che deve essere attuata da tutti gli Stati membri entro il

16 marzo 2013, in forza della quale tutte le amministrazioni pubbliche dovranno saldare le loro fatture entro
un massimo di 30 giorni;
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—  la direttiva 2010/45/UE, da attuarsi entro il 31 dicembre 2012, in forza della quale gli Stati membri hanno la
possibilita di autorizzare la contabilizzazione dellTVA tramite un regime di contabilita di cassa che consenta al
fornitore di pagare I'TVA all'autorita competente quando ha ricevuto il pagamento relativo alla prestazione. La
direttiva stabilisce inoltre il diritto a detrazione quando un'azienda paga una prestazione.

Tali strumenti saranno essenziali per le PMI dei paesi menzionati nell'interrogazione poiché sono i paesi che
presentano i tempi di pagamento pil lunghi e i ritardi di pagamento maggiori nell'UE. Tale situazione determina
un'inutile pressione finanziaria per le PMI e puo portare all'insolvenza delle imprese interessate.
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Question for written answer E-001018/12
to the Commission
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Companies at risk of insolvency in Europe

The risk of Italian companies’ customers becoming insolvent is set to increase considerably. The number of businesses
that could become insolvent, which is very often a precursor to bankruptcy, is expected to reach 15 000 in 2012,
compared to 12 300 in 2011 (+22 %) and the 11 400 cases in 2010. This increase in number is closely tied to
developments in GDP and the world economy.

This is the forecast of a well-known office of a company specialising in commercial credit insurance, which in its most
recent economic report analyses the macroeconomic situation and the risk of insolvency in the most industrialised
countries. The estimate for Italy for 2012 was calculated taking into consideration the double downgrade by Standard
& Poor’s and the downward revision of GDP, which both the Bank of Italy (between -1.5 % and -1.2 %) and the
International Monetary Fund (-2.2 %) estimate will fall significantly.

The situation is not very different in other Mediterranean countries. In Spain, insolvencies will increase by a further
20 %, which will be an all-time record, after the +11 % recorded in 2011. The property market still stands accused of
being responsible: almost a third of recorded cases of inability to pay debts are in this sector. The situation in Greece,
which is debating how to restructure its debt, is very similar to that in Spain. For these two countries, there is now no
prospect of recovery before the end of the year.

In the Eurozone, insolvencies are set to increase by 12 %, compared to a 3 % increase globally. In Europe, the
sovereign debt and public deficit crisis have been responsible for delaying a recovery that could jolt the continent’s
economies back to life.

In light of the above, can the Commission state:

1. What rules are applied at EU level to cases of bankruptcy that have a cross-border impact?

2. Given the increase in the number of insolvent companies in Europe, what European rules are being
contemplated to safeguard companies that are owed sums by insolvent companies?

Answer given by Mr Tajani on behalf of the Commission
(19 March 2012)

The key references on bankruptcy at European level are:

—  Regulation 1346/2000 on insolvency proceedings to guarantee equal rights to all creditors in an insolvency
case independent of their country of origin;

—  Directive 2002/74 on the protection of employees in insolvency cases.

In 2012 the Commission will present a report on the application of the insolvency regulation. The report will serve as
a basis for a legislative proposal for the revision of Regulation 1346/2000 to improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of cross-border insolvency proceedings.

The Commission is working on a proposal for a regulation to facilitate payment of cross-border debts through a
European Order to allow creditors freeze funds in the debtor’s current account for overdue debts.

Other measures to offer SMEs a fairer and wider access to finance:

—  The Late Payment Directive 2011/7/EU, to be implemented by all Member States before 16 March 2013, by
which all public administrations will have to settle their bills in 30 days maximum;

—  Directive 2010/45/EU, to be implemented before 31 December 2012, by which Member States are given the
option, of allowing VAT to be accounted using a cash accounting scheme which allows the supplier to pay VAT
to the competent authority when he receives payment for a supply and which establishes his right of deduction
when he pays for a supply.
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These instruments will be vital for SMEs of the countries mentioned in the question, as they are among those with the
largest payment periods and largest payment delays in the EU. This situation creates unnecessary financial strain in
SMEs and may lead to insolvency in affected companies.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001019/12
alla Commissione
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: Anziani e malnutrizione

Un milione di anziani italiani <ammalati» di malnutrizione nel 2011: questo ¢ il dato riportato da un noto quotidiano
italiano. L'Italia ¢ la maglia nera d’Europa per colpa degli errori nutrizionali in quella che oggi si puo chiamare la
quarta eta. Talvolta si tratta di anziani dimenticati, oppure soli. Nella maggioranza dei casi pero si tratta di persone in
buona parte accudite da badanti o da strutture, o addirittura ricoverate in ospedale per patologie specifiche.

Le malnutrizioni pilt frequenti sono date da uno scarso consumo proteico-calorico, osservato nel 10-38 % degli
anziani non ospedalizzati, nel 5-12 % di quelli che vivono al proprio domicilio, nel 26-65 % di quelli ospedalizzati e
nel 5-85 % degli individui cosiddetti «istituzionalizzati».

A volte si nutrono poco e male, hanno difficolta nel preparare i cibi, si dimenticano se hanno mangiato, non
deglutiscono bene, hanno il frigo sempre vuoto a causa della poverta, non hanno pitt il senso della fame e della sete. In
media agli anziani mancano almeno 400 calorie al giorno, specie di origine proteica. Anche un solo mese di dieta
«povera» aumenta del 25 % la probabilita di ricovero e accresce la mortalitd. Questi i dati, che si crede persino siano
sottostimati, presentati di recente al congresso della Societa italiana di gerontologia e geriatria.

Alla luce di quanto precede, puo la Commissione far sapere:

1.  seintende intraprendere una campagna di sensibilizzazione in merito al peso della malnutrizione degli anziani
in Europa;

2. con quali strumenti si & cercato di combattere questo tanto diffuso, quanto non conosciuto, problema sociale
europeo e se esistono piani d'azione previsti per il futuro, sia attraverso atti legislativi che non legislativi?

Risposta data da John Dalli a nome della Commissione
(8 marzo 2012)

Nel contesto dell'attuazione della strategia europea per i problemi di salute legati all'alimentazione, al sovrappeso e
all'obesita ('), adottata nel maggio 2007, e in particolare all'atto di fissare le priorita per gli interventi condotti assieme
ai membri della Piattaforma d’azione europea per I'alimentazione, l'attivita fisica e la salute (%), i problemi di salute
associati alla cattiva alimentazione tra gli anziani ricevono un adeguato profilo.

Alcuni membri della piattaforma partecipano a NU-AGE, un progetto finanziato nell'ambito del settimo programma
quadro per la ricerca, lo sviluppo tecnologico e la dimostrazione (FP7) (*) che esamina le strategie alimentari tenendo
conto dei bisogni specifici della popolazione anziana dell’Europa. Nell’ambito del programma Salute la Commissione
ha sostenuto lo sviluppo della rete europea per l'azione sull'invecchiamento e lattivita fisica () che si prefigge di
migliorare la salute, il benessere e 'autonomia degli anziani.

Inoltre, il partenariato europeo per 'innovazione in materia di invecchiamento attivo e in buona salute prevede nel
2012 un’azione sulla fragilita fisiologica e la cattiva alimentazione tra gli anziani. Quest'azione rientra nell'ambito
prioritario d’azione «prevenzione del declino funzionale e della fragilita» identificata dal gruppo direttivo nel contesto
del piano strategico di attuazione del partenariato.

()  COM(2007)279 definitivo del 30.5.2007.

()  Alimentazione e attivita fisica — Piattaforma d’azione europea per l'alimentazione, l'attivitd fisica e la salute/Sanita pubblica, Commissione
europea

()  http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_PROJ_EN&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=PROJ&QUERY=012fc18fbbe8:5434:55795320&RCN=
98965

()  http://www.eunaapa.org/
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Question for written answer E-001019/12
to the Commission
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: The elderly and malnutrition

A million elderly Italians suffering from malnutrition in 2011: this is the figure provided by a well-known Italian daily
newspaper. Italy is at the foot of the European table in this respect owing to nutritional failures in what could today be
called the ‘fourth age’ group. Sometimes, the elderly concerned have been forgotten or live alone. In most cases
however, they are people who are to a large extent looked after by carers or by care homes, or are even in hospital
being treated for specific illnesses.

The most common malnutrition is due to low protein-calorie consumption, observed in 10-38 % of non-hospitalised
elderly, in 5-12 % of those living in their own homes, in 26-65 % of those hospitalised and in 5-85 % of so-called
‘institutionalised’ individuals.

Sometimes they eat little or badly, have difficulty in preparing food, forget if they have eaten, cannot swallow
properly, always have an empty fridge due to poverty, or no longer feel hunger or thirst. On average, the elderly
consume 400 calories less than they should per day, especially of protein calories. Just one month of poor diet
increases the chance of hospitalisation by 25 % and increases mortality. These data, which are even thought to be
underestimates, were recently presented to the congress of the Italian Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics.

In light of the above, can the Commission state:

1. Whether it intends to launch a campaign to raise awareness of the significance of malnutrition in the elderly in
Europe;

2. How it has tried to combat this very widespread, yet largely unknown, European social problem, and whether
there are any action plans for the future, be this through legislative or non-legislative acts?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(8 March 2012)

In the context of the implementation of the strategy for Europe on Nutrition, Overweight and Obesity-related health
issues ('), adopted in May 2007, and in particular in prioritizing areas for action with the members of the EU Platform
for Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health (?), the health problems associated with malnutrition among elderly
people are given profile.

Some Platform members are participating in NU-AGE, a FP7 funded project (*), which is examining dietary strategies
addressing the specific needs of elderly population in Europe. Under the Health Programme, the Commission
supported the development of the European Network for Action on Ageing and Physical Activity (*) which aims at
improving the health, wellbeing and independence of older people.

In addition, the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing foresees an action in 2012 on
physiological frailty and malnutrition among elderly people. This action forms part of the priority action area
‘prevention of functional decline and frailty’, as identified by the Steering Group in the Strategic Implementation Plan
of the Partnership.

()  COM(2007) 279 final, 30.5.2007.

()  Nutrition and physical activity — EU platform for action on diet, physical activity and health | Public health, European Commission.

()  http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_PROJ_EN&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=PROJ&QUERY=012fc18fbbe8:5434:55795320&RCN=
98965

()  http://www.eunaapa.org/
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Question for written answer E-001021/12
to the Commission
Catherine Stihler (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Cancellation notification period

In many Member States, cancelling one’s membership of a sports club or gym can require up to three months’ notice,
even if the originally agreed twelve-month period has expired.

Given this, and given the unfairness of finding oneself still having a gym membership that is no longer required and
facing a large bill, can the Commission consider looking into the matter with a view to the regulation of such
contracts, as competition is not proving an effective mechanism?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(8 March 2012)

There is Union legislation which protects consumers against contract terms which make it unreasonably difficult to
cancel gym or sports club memberships.

Directive 93/13/EEC on unfair terms in consumer contracts (') provides that a contract term causing a significant
imbalance between the parties to the detriment of the consumer shall be regarded as unfair and as such shall not be
binding. In addition, under letter (h) of the annex, a term which automatically extends a contract of fixed duration
where the consumer does not indicate otherwise, when the deadline fixed for the consumer to express this desire not
to extend the contract is unreasonably early, may be regarded as unfair.

Any alleged breach of the directive should be brought to the attention of national authorities and courts which are
primarily responsible for the enforcement of this legislation. Consumers which have been victims of such practices
should report their case to the relevant competent authorities, whose contact details can be found using the following
link: http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/empowerment/cons_networks_en.htm

As regards the enforcement of the directive in relation to gym contracts, the Commission would like to draw the
Honourable Member’s attention to a recent ruling of the British High Court in which a number of terms in gym
membership contracts, including relating to cancellation conditions, were ruled to be unfair. More information on
this ruling can be found using the following link: http://www.oft.gov.uk/news-and-updates/press/2011/60-11

() OJL095,21.4.1993.
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Pytanie wymagajace odpowiedzi pisemnej P-001022/12
do Komisji
Janusz Wladyslaw Zemke (S&D)
(3 lutego 2012r.)

Przedmiot: Problemy interpretacyjne mogace wynikna¢ z niejasnosci pojecia ,baza eksploatacyjna” w rozporzadzeniu
Parlamentu i Rady (WE) nr 1071/2009

4 grudnia 2011 r. weszlo wZycie rozporzadzenie Parlamentu Europejskiego iRady (WE) nr1071/2009 z dnia
21 pazdziernika 2009 r. ustanawiajace wspdlne zasady dotyczgce warunkéw wykonywania zawodu przewoznika
drogowego i uchylajace dyrektywe Rady 96/26/WE.

W rozporzadzeniu tym wart. 5 lit. ¢, okreslajacym warunki zwigzane z wymogiem posiadania siedziby przez
przedsigbiorce, stwierdzono, Ze aby spelni¢ warunek okreslony wart. 3 ust.1 lit. 1tegoz rozporzadzenia, tj.
posiadania rzeczywistej istalej siedziby wjednym zpanstw czlonkowskich, przedsiebiorca musi prowadzié
dzialalno$¢ zwigzang zpojazdami na okreslonych warunkach wtzw. bazie eksploatacyjnej. Pojecie ,baza
eksploatacyjna” nie zostalo niestety zdefiniowane w art. 2 rozporzadzenia i stanowi tym samym przyczyne licznych
klopotéw interpretacyjnych dla 0s6b wykonujacych zawdd przewoznika drogowego w Polsce.

Majac powyzsze na uwadze, uprzejmie prosz¢ o wskazanie, wjaki sposéb definicja bazy eksploatacyjnej jest
traktowana (ujeta) w innych panstwach UE.

Odpowiedz udzielona przez Wiceprzewodniczacego Siima Kallasa w imieniu Komisji
(17 lutego 2012r.)

Rozporzadzenie (WE) 1071/2009 nr Parlamentu Europejskiego i Rady wprowadzito dla przewoznikéw, ktérzy cheg
zajmowal si¢ transportem drogowym, wymdg prowadzenia przedsigbiorstwa transportowego w panstwie
czlonkowskim UE. Zgodnie z art. 5 lit. a) rozporzadzenia, przewoZnicy musza posiadac lokale, w kt6rych prowadza
gléwna dzialalno§¢ przedsigbiorstwa transportowego, w pafstwie czlonkowskim swojej siedziby. Aby unikna¢
tworzenia przedsigbiorstw transportowych pod ,adresem korespondencyjnym”, art. 5 lit.c¢) wymaga tez, aby
przedsigbiorstwa transportowe prowadzity swoja dziatalno$¢ w bazie eksploatacyjnej, ktorg nalezy rozumieé jako
miejsce wyposazone w odpowiedni sprzet techniczny i urzadzenia techniczne w celu umozliwienia rzeczywistego
i cigglego prowadzenia dzialalnosci. W sprawie C-124/09 Trybunat Sprawiedliwosci zdefiniowal baze eksploatacyjna
jako ,miejsce, z ktérym kierowca jest normalnie zwigzany, mianowicie placéwke przedsigbiorstwa transportowego,
w ktérym podejmuje on regularnie wykonywanie swoich obowigzkéw ido ktdrej powraca po ich wykonaniu
w ramach normalnego §wiadczenia swojej pracy, nie realizujac szczeg6lnych wskazdéwek swojego pracodawcy”.

W sklad bazy eksploatacyjnej moze wchodzic jeden lub kilka ponizszych elementow: miejsce parkingowe, miejsce
zatadunku, roztadunku lub Iaczenia fadunkéw przed rozpoczeciem operacji transportowej, lub miejsce, w ktérym
odbywaja si¢ konserwacja lub naprawy pojazdéw. Zgodnie z art. 28, panstwa czlonkowskie sa zobowigzane do
przekazania Komisji tekstow przepiséw ustawowych, wykonawczych i administracyjnych przyjetych w dziedzinie
objetej rozporzadzeniem nie p6zniej niz do dnia 4 grudnia 2011 r. Obecnie Komisja stale otrzymuje powyzsze
informacje i jest w trakcie oceny ich zgodnosci z rozporzadzeniem.
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Question for written answer P-001022/12
to the Commission
Janusz Wladyslaw Zemke (S&D)
(3 February 2012)

Subject: Potential problems of interpretation arising from lack of clarity concerning the notion of ‘operating centre’
contained in Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009

Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 establishing
common rules concerning the conditions to be complied with to pursue the occupation of road transport operator
and repealing Council Directive 96/26EC entered into force on 4 December 2011.

Article 5(c) of the aforementioned Regulation concerns the conditions relating to the requirement of establishment by
an undertaking. It is stated therein that in order to satisfy the requirement laid down in Article 3(1)(a) of the
regulation, namely to have an effective and stable establishment in a Member State, an undertaking must conduct
operations concerning vehicles in compliance with certain conditions in an ‘operating centre’. Unfortunately, the
notion of ‘operating centre’ was not defined in Article 2 of the regulation and has therefore given rise to many
difficulties of interpretation by individuals pursuing the occupation of transport operator in Poland.

Bearing the above in mind, I would be grateful for information on how the definition of an operating centre is dealt
with/understood in other Member States of the European Union.

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(17 February 2012)

Regulation (EC) 1071/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council introduced a requirement for operators
wishing to engage in road transport activities, namely the establishment of the transport undertaking in a Member
State of the EU. Article 5(a) of the regulation requires operators to set up their premises where core business
documents of the transport undertaking are kept in the Member State where it is established. In order to avoid the
creation of so-called ‘P.O. Box’ transport companies, Article 5(c) also requires that transport undertakings conduct
their operations at an operating centre, which is to be understood as a place equipped with the appropriate technical
equipment and facilities to allow transport operations to be conducted effectively and continuously. In its Case C-
124/09, the Court of Justice gave a definition of the operating centre as being ‘the place to which the driver is actually
attached, namely the transport undertaking facilities from which he usually carries out his service and to which he
returns at the end of that service, in the normal exercise of his functions and without complying with specific
instructions from his employer’.

An operating centre could comprise one or several of the following: parking place, place for loading, unloading or
aggregating the freight before starting the transport operation or place where the maintenance or repairs of the
vehicles are being done. Article 28 contains an obligation for the Member States to communicate to the Commission
the laws, regulations and administrative provisions adopted in the field governed by this regulation at the latest by
4 December 2011. The Commission is still in the process of receiving this information and assessing its compliance
with the regulation.
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Epomon pe aitnpa ypantig anavimong E-001024/12
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Koumoutsakos (PPE)
(7 dePpouvapiov 2012)

Oépa: Avaxhnon mmilag g papkag MAM

216 19 lavouapiou 2012, o eNvikog Eviaiog @opeag EAéyyou Tpogipwv (EQET), katomy evijpépworng and v Eupwenaikr)
Enrtporn kau to Zuotnpa Eykaipne Mpoeidonoinong yia ta Tpogipa kat ig Zwotpoges (Rapid Alert System for Food and
Feed), £édwoe evtohr apeonc avaxhnong kat andoupong tou wevdodnhaotpou (mmilag), ouyypikiic mpog\euone, pe TV
epmopikn} enovupia «MAM Airy, Aoye Unapéne N-vitpolaotpev ouctov (N-nitrosatable substances) oe uyn\otepa enineda
ano o vopoveTpEva opla.

Agdopgvou 0L oV €nOXT pag ONO kat MEPLECOTEPOL YOVEIG Xpriotponotouy eudodnhaotpa ota fpégn Toug Kat OTL 1} &v
\oyw oucia el XapaKTNPLOTEL EMKIVOUVT OO TOUG EMOTHOVES, wG epwTaTal ) Emtport:

1.  Tog eEaopaliCetar i avompr Tpron v opiov mou detet n odnyia 93/11/EOK g Emtponrs oxetika pe v
eheudépoon N-vitpolapuvav kar N-vitpolootpov and g dnhég Inhdotpov kar ta yeudodnlactpa (mmileg) and
ehaotopepés 1) kaoutooUk (EE L 93 e 17.4.1993, 0. 37-38), 1diwg and KATAoKEVAOTEG TOU £OPEVOUY € KPATOG-
péNog e EE;

2. Oa frav duvatdv va ano@euydolv mapoPoles KATAGTAGELS ANOOUPGTG TIPOIOVTWY TIOU DETOUV O€ KivOuvo Ty uyela
Bpegav, eav ot E\eyyot yivovtay mptv TV e5aymyr) Tou mpoiovtog and éva kpatog HENoG;

3. Ymapyouv véeg épeuveg yia TV emKvOUVOTTA TV 0uchv autey; TTpotidetal va avadewprioet v ev Adyw odnyia,
ToU Xpovoloyeital and to Maptio tou 1993;

Anavrion tou «. Dalli €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtpornig
(14 Mapriov 2012)

H acgddeia katavaheTikGv Tpoidviey 0nwg ot mmileg, mpemel, Katapxas, va Staogaliletal and Toug mapaywyous, Omeg
npofAénetar oto apdpo 3 mapaypagog 1 e odnyiag 2001/95/EK yia ) yevikr) aogddeia twv mpoioviey (OTAI) (), og
pog To OTL ot «iapaywyol ogethouv va Stedetouy oty ayopd povo acgalr mpoidviar. Epocov 1) odnyla 93/11/EOK ()
VeomiCer GUYKEKPIHEVE OPLL CUYKEVTPMOTIS YLAL TIG VITPOLARLIVES Kail TIG VITPOLMOLHES OUaies 000V apopd Tig Inéc InhdoTtpwv
ka ta eudodnhaotpa (mmikec), dnhadn 0,01 mg kg yia tg vitpolapives kar 0,1 mg/kg yia Tig vitpoldotyieg ouoteg, ONot
o1 Tapaywyol, cupmEPNAPSavOHEVOV TV KATAOKEUAOTOVY Kal TwY eloaywyéwy, ogeilouy va dacpalilouv o ot mimikeg
GUHHOPQYOVOVTAL HE QUTA T OpLaL.

Emimhéov, ta kpatn pékn égouv v appodidtta va emfalouv T PO QUTOV TOV Oplov HECH TGV OIKELWV apyGY
EMOMTEING TG AyOpag. YMOYPeouvtal €mionG va KOWOMooUv Tuxov cofapoug kivdUvoug mou evéxouv ot mimies (1)
ono101dnmoTe (A0 KATavaAwTIKO TPOTOV TToU dev lval TPOPLIO) PEoL Tou cuoTHpaTos Tayelag ewdonoinong RAPEX (). Ola
T GNAQ KPATI) HENT UTIOXPEOUVTAL 0TI GUVEXEL VAL ENEYYOUY TO GUYKEKPLLEVO TIPOTOV GTIV ayopa Toug Kat va Aapfavouy ta
avaykaia pEtpa.

H Emttporr) dev éxet Aafer yvoor TuxOv véwy EMOTNHOVIKGY OTOLXEIGV OGOV aQOPA TOUG KIVOUVOUG TOU EYKULOVOUV yia Ty
Uyela ot vitpolapives kat ot vitpolwotjieg ouoies mou Ja enéfalav Ty enaveEtaon Tov UQLOTAIEVOV Opiev. Te TEPITTOOT|
nou ¢ unofAndouy avaloya anodeiktika ototyeia n Enttponn) Ya ta eketdoer kata tov déovta tpomno.

() EEL11mmg15.1.2002.

()  O8nyia 93/11/EOK g Emtpons g 15n¢ Maptiou 1993 oyetika pe mv eheudépaon N-vitpolapvev kat N-vitpolaotpey and tic In\é Inhdotpev kat
a yevdodnhaotpa (mmikeg) and ehaotopepés 1) kaoutoouk, EE L 93 e 17.4.1993, 6. 37.

()  http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/rapex/index_en.htm.
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Question for written answer E-001024/12
to the Commission
Georgios Koumoutsakos (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Recall of MAM pacifier

On 19 January 2012, according to the European Commission and the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed, the
Hellenic Food Authority (EFET), ordered the immediate recall and withdrawal of a Hungarian pacifier (dummy),
available under the tradename ‘MAM Air, due to the presence of N-nitrosatable substances at levels exceeding
statutory limits.

Given that increasing numbers of parents currently give pacifiers to their infants and the specific substance has been
classified by scientists as dangerous, will the Commission answer the following:

1. What is being done to guarantee strict adherence to the limits imposed by Commission Directive 93/11/EEC
regarding the release of N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatables from the nipples of nursing bottles and pacifiers
made from elastomer or rubber material (Official Journal L 93, 17.4.1993, p. 37-38), especially by
manufacturers situated in EU Member States?

2. Would it be possible to avoid similar occurrences necessitating the withdrawal of products that pose a risk to
the health of infants if controls were carried out before the product was exported by a Member State?

3. Isany fresh research being carried out into the degree of risk from these substances? Does it intend to review
the above directive, which dates back to March 1993?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(14 March 2012)

The safety of consumer products, such as pacifiers, is to be ensured by manufacturers in the first place, as provided for
in Article 3 (1) of Directive 2001/95/EC on general product safety (GPSD) ('), in that ‘Producers shall be obliged to
place only safe products on the market’. Since Directive 93/11/EEC (}) sets specific concentration limits for
nitrosamines and nitrosatable substances in pacifiers, namely 0.01 mg/kg for nitrosamines and 0.1 mg/kg for
nitrosatable substances, all producers, including manufacturers and importers, have to ensure that their pacifiers
comply with those limits.

Furthermore, Member States have powers to enforce compliance with such limits through their market surveillance
authorities. They are also obliged to notify any serious risk from pacifiers (or any other non-food consumer product)
through the RAPEX rapid alert system (}). All other Member States are then obliged to check whether the same
product is on their market, and take appropriate measures.

The Commission is not aware of new scientific evidence regarding the health risks from nitrosamines and nitrosatable
substances that would require reviewing existing limits. Should such evidence however become available, the
Commission would revise them appropriately.

() OJL11,15.1.2002.

()  Commission Directive 93/11/EEC of 15 March 1993 concerning the release of the N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatable substances from elastomer
or rubber teats and soothers, O] L 93, 17.4.1993, p. 37.

()  http:[/ec.europa.eu/consumerssafety/rapex/index_en.htm
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Epomon pe aitnpa ypantig anavimong E-001025/12
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Koumoutsakos (PPE)
(7 dePpouvapiov 2012)

Oépa: AvEnpévn nepryewiukn dvnopotnta oty ENada

Tupgeva pe dnpooevpata, 900 nepinou Ppéen xavouv ) Lot Toug emoing oty ENAada efartiag g kakng mepryewiukic
PpovTidag wg ouvémela g oKOVopIKTG kpiong. Ynapyet ENhewyn povadwy eviatikrc @povtidag veoyvav Jétovtag oe kivduvo
) Cor) Twv fpe@dv aNAd Kat ToV EYKUOV YUVOIKGV.

Avagepetar eniong 0T akOPN Katl oTa voookopeia mou diadétouv tétoieg povades, autég eite dev Aertoupyolv kaddohou eite
UNOAEITOUPYOUV AOY© ENNELYNG LATPIKOU KOt VOOTIAEUTIKOU TIPOGWTIKOU.

Extog ano myv avénpévn dvnopotta opec, moMég eivar kat o1 nepintdoels Ppeov pe eykepahikn napdhuon, Satapayés
oY avamTugn, T Opact] KAl TV aKOT), HE HEYANO KOVGVIKO KAl OTKOVOIKO KOGTOG.

Eivat yapaktnplotiko de O dev undpyel oUoTHa EDVIKIG KATAYPAPHS AUTGV TRV JaVATOV.
TopQova e Ta Tapanave, spotata i Enttporn:
1. Awdétel oTOL ELD YI0L TNV MIEPLYEVITIKT) DVI|OIHOTITA 0T0L KpArTn peAn;

2. Emfefarwver ta ototyeia mou avagépoviar otov eAMVkO TUNo; AlaDETEL GTOLYEID OXETIKA L€ TV TEPLYEWITTIKY|
Yvnowpotra e€artiag g ENAewyng Tou anapaittou eE0MALGHOU 1/kat TPOCLTIKOU;

3. Tpotidetal va mpowdnoel tpatofoulies yia v KaAUTEPT) meptyevwTikl) povtida yia v anoguyn davatey Ppepav
KaL eyKUOV yuvaikev; Ynapyouv FEATIOTEG mPakTikeg mou da propoloay va eQappoeToly;

Anavrion tou «. Dalli €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtpornig
(16 Mapriov 2012)

Ta kpat péNn unofdhlovy oty Emrtponr] katd Taktd SlaoTHATO OTOLEIR Yol TV MEPLYEWITTIKY DVOIHOTTa, OF
npoatpetikr] aor). o drdotrpa and to 2009 twg to 2010, i ev Adye dvnopotta (') oty EXMada onpeinoce pikpr) avénon
ket ¢gdace and 4,6 oe 5,0 eni ouvolou xiNiwv yewnoeov. Tuvokikd, i katactaon oty EAada Pehuadnke tig duo
Televtaieg dekaetieg, av A\ngdel unoyn to yeyovos 0T o 1993 1o eAMvikd mocooTO MEPLYEWITTIKIG DvioLpOTTag ftav
10,9 eni cuvolou XINwV yewroewV.

Ta mocootd nadikng vnopotrag () pe faon g yewnoes Loviwy fpepav perbdnkav katd to fpov oty EE-27 kat
¢pdaoav, anod 8,7 0 1993 ce 4,3 10 2009, eni cuvolou yihiwv yewnoeov-Lovioy Ppegav: oty ENAGda, 1 tdon eivat
Tapopola, apol o cuvtekeotrg madikig dvrjopodtTag pelodnke and 8,5 t 1993 oe 3,1 1o 2009, ava yikieg yevwioeig
Covtwv Bpepiv.

TIpéne, emiong, va onpelwdet ot oty EN\ada, o apiduog tev v evepyeia tatpov avkridnke onpavrikd ano 55 556 to 2005
0e 69 030 0 2009. 'Ocov agopd Tov aptdpod ToU VOOTAEUTIKOU TIPOCWMIKOU ONHEIGONKE fuia Hikpr avénor), and 36 666 to
2005 oe 37 306 0 2009, eva avnon onpeidnke kat 6Tov apiipd VOCOKOUELAKGOV KAvav, agou and 42 884 to 2005
auéndnkav oe 45 729 to 2009. Evtoutoig, Ta ev Aoyw oTotxEla yio ToUg enayyeAHaTie Kal TO VOOOKOpELaKO eEomAiopo dev
etvar Suvatd va ouvdedolv e1dika pe T meptyeviTiki gpovida.

H Enttpor) suyypnpatodotet to oxédio Europeristat (*) mou eivar éva diktuo epmetpoyvopovey and ohokhnpn v Eupdmn
ot onotot enefepyalovar deikteg yia v vyeia tov Ppegav. Tov Aekéufpio tou 2008 dnpocieUTnKe 1) MPATY EVPLMAIKT]
éxdeon yia v uvyela tov fpegav, i) onola Ya emkaiporomndet ota téhn tou 2012.

() To «mocootd Ppegixic Ivnodmracy unoloyiletar pe faon to Adyo tou apdpol davatev madiev nhikiag pikpdtepne g pag efdopddag ouv Tov
appo vnotyevov kat Tou aptdpol TV GUVONIKOV YEWINOELY KATA TO £V AOY® £T06 (oupnephapfavopévey Ty dviatyevav).

() To «ooootd maidikrg Mnopdtntacs unoloyiletar pe faon to Adyo tou apdpol davatev madiby nhixiag kite Tou evds £toug kat Tou apidpou
YEWI eV LOVTOV BPegov Katd To ev Aoy £T0G.

() http://www.europeristat.com/.
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Question for written answer E-001025/12
to the Commission
Georgios Koumoutsakos (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Increased perinatal mortality in Greece

It is reported that about 900 infants die in Greece every year due to poor natal care as a consequence of the current
economic crisis. There is a lack of intensive care units for newborns, thus putting the lives of newborns and pregnant
women at risk.

It is also reported that, even in hospitals that operate such units, they are either out of service or run below capacity,
due to medical and nursing staff shortages.

However, in addition to increased mortality, there are several cases of newborns suffering from cerebral palsy and
growth, visual and hearing impediments, all of which have major social and financial consequences.

Significantly, there is no national system for documenting these fatalities.
In view of this:
1. Does the Commission have information regarding perinatal mortality in the Member States?

2. Can it confirm the information published by the Greek press? Does it have information regarding perinatal
mortality caused by shortages of necessary equipment and|or staff?

3. Does the Commission intend to foster initiatives for improved natal care to avoid fatalities of infants and
pregnant women? Are there best practices that could be applied?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(16 March 2012)

Member States provide perinatal mortality data to the Commission regularly on a voluntary basis. There was a slight
increase in such mortality (*) in Greece from 2009 to 2010 from 4.6 to 5.0 per thousand of total births. Overall, the
situation has however improved in Greece in the past two decades taking into account that the Greek perinatal
mortality rate in 1993 was 10.9 per thousand of total births.

Infant mortality rates (%) that focus on live births have halved in the EU-27, from 8.7 to 4.3 per thousand of live births
between 1993 and 2009; in Greece, the trend is very similar, infant mortality rate has declined from 8.5 per thousand
live births in 1993 to 3.1 in 2009.

It should also be noted that in Greece, the number of active physicians or doctors has increased significantly from
55556 in 2005 to 69 030 in 2009. As regards the number of nurses, there is a slight increase, from 36 666 in 2005
to 37 306 in 2009, as well as for the number of hospital beds from 42 884 in 2005 to 45 729 in 2009. However, it is
not possible to link this information on professionals/facilities to natal care in particular.

The Commission is co-funding the project Europeristat () which is a network of experts from all over Europe
working on indicators on perinatal health. A first European Perinatal Health Report was published in December 2008
and will be updated by the end of 2012.

() The ‘perinatal mortality rate’ is calculated as the ratio between the number of deaths of children under one week of age plus the stillbirths to the
number of total births in that year (including stillbirths).

()  The ‘infant mortality rate’ is calculated as the ratio between the number of deaths of children under one year of age to the number of live births in
that year.

() http://www.europeristat.com/.
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(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epomon pe aitnpa ypantig anavimong E-001027/12
npog v Enrtpor)
Kriton Arsenis (S&D)
(7 dePpouvapiov 2012)

Oépa: Anayopeuon e dpacrtikrs ouaiag glyphosate tou iavioktovou Roundup péow e dpeons enavatioloynong

Epeuva lonavov emotpovev (Sanchis et al., 2011) anodewvier 6t to glyphosate, dpaotikr ousia tou {ilavioktdvou
Roundup pe tig peyahitepes noAroeg naykoopiog, Sigevyet ota undyeta vdata. H épeuva mou Siefiydn oe 11 meproyéc
oty Katahovia emfefaivce v napousia tou glyphosate oto 41 % twv detypatey twv undyeiwy udatey, pe ta peyakitepa
emineda va epgaviCoviar oe meployég pe evratikr) kahhigpyea. H épeuva tekpnplovel yia npot| @opd oty Eupenn v
napoucia tou glyphosate ota undyewa Udata, eve Toviler Tov kivduvo yia TV katdAnér Tou oto moOolo Vepd
KaTappinTovtag Toug avtidetoug 1oXUPLoHOUG TG mapaokeudotpag etatpeiag Monsanto. Emotnpovikés peléteg ouvdéouv
o glyphosate pie KapKIVOYEVEGELS Kal AVATIAPAYWYIKES, VEUPOROYIKES Kat evOoKkpivikes dtatapayés otov avipeno alha kat
e Suopieveic emntdoeig ot PromokthdTiTa, £vé To evoxomolouy kat yia r) dnpoupyia avdektikdv {ilavioy.

Tapa v anodederypévr tofkdtTd Tou kat v katayopror) tou oto Mapaptpa Il me Odnyiag 2008/105/EK wg oucia
UMOKElievT o€ enaveEtaon yia mdavo YapakTpLopo 06 «OUGLH TPOTEPALOTIITAGH 1] KC «ETIKIVOUVI] 0UGLH TPOTEPALOTITAG, 1)
Envtponn petégepe v npodeopia atohoynons tou and to 2012 oto 2015. [pénet va onpelodel 0T, av kar oty EE dev
kaAiepyoUvtar gutd mou va £xouv tponontondel yevetika ([TO) dote va eivar avdektikd oto glyphosate, 1161 dievepyouvta
dokipéc meSiov oe £61 kpatn peNn, pe Tig avtioTotyeg artoeig yia éykpion va fpiokovrar oty dadikacia g adetodotmone. Te
epintwon ykpiong, avapévetar avénon g xprions tou glyphosate oty EE. Yo 1o ¢ug tov véov dedopevev kai, ot
OUVOUAOHO E Ta €06 TOPX EMOTNHOVIKG oTotyela, elvar avaykaio n Euponaikn Emitpon va prv eykpivel Tig artioeig yia
kaM\gpyeia I'TO pe avoyr oo glyphosate kat va npofei o€ anayopeuon péow g emTaXuVonG TG enavatioAdynong tou.

Aappavovtag unoyn ta avetépe epatata 1) Enrtpor):
1. Eivai &v yva0eL TG 1) GUYKEKPIREVT EpEUVE;
2. Yno 10 Qug TV VeV EMOTNHOVIKGY oTol eiwy Ja mpofel ot anayopevon g ouotag glyphosate;

3. Zkomelel va anoppiyel Tig artioeig yia kal\iépyeia [TO pe avoyr) oto glyphosate Sedopévov tov anodederypevov
APVITIKOV EMTTOGEV TOU £X0UV Yia TV avdpomivn uyeia kat o meptpaAlov;

Anavion tou k. Dalli €€ ovopatog ¢ Emtpomig
(14 Maprtiov 2012)

1. H Emitporn) yvopiCer m pelétn Sanchis (2011) owv omoia avagépetar n mapouoia glyphosate oto 41 % twv
derypdrtov tov unoyelwy vddtev e dragopes meploxés e Katahwviag. ‘Exet (el and i tomavikes apyes va dlatuneoouy
TNV ANOYr) TOUG OXETIKA L€ TO DEUA AUTO, TO OTOI0 TAPAKONOUDEITAL OTEVA AN T LOVLL ENLTPOT) YL TNV TPOQLKT aAuoida
Ka v uvyeia tov Loev.

2. 'Ocov agopl TG avrjouxies yia TV ao@alela kat TV Kataotaor] oxetkd pe v enavafioloyron tou glyphosate, 1
Emrtpony mapanépner tov k. Pfouleuty oug anavuoeg ¢ otg epotioeg P-010522/2010, E-006135/2011, E-
006365/2011, E-007160/2011, E-007546/2011, E-007708/2011, E-008116/2011 o E-009044/2011 ().
Tnuewovel, eniong, ot to napaptpa 1 me odnyiag 2008/105/EK mepiéyer katdhoyo TV OUCLOY TOU UTOKEVTAL OE
enavefétaor yia mOavo YapaktpLopo ©G OUCIES TPOTEPAIOTITAS 1) KOG EMKIVOUVEG OUGLEG TPOTEPALOTITAG, KAl OTL KATAL TV
tehevtaia enavebétaon () dev Samotadnke ot to glyphosate mapouciiler wiaitepo kivuvo yia to uddtvo meptBihhov
ouUte kata T S1adoot] Tou pEcw auToU MOV va dIKaloAOYEL TV EyYpagr] TOU GTOV KATANOYO TGV OUCLOV TIPOTEPALOTITAG. TG
enavefetaceig mou Ya yivouv oto pEAkov da Angdouv unoyn onotadrnote Sidéopa véa otoryeia.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/QP-WEB/application/home.do?language=EN.
() COM(2011)875 final http:|/eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:087 5:FIN:EN:PDF.
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3. Aev eivar duvatov va anoppigdolv ek Tov IpoTEpey artoels yia kahhigpyela yevetikag tpononomuevey (IT) gutav e
avoy1 oto glyphosate, ot onoieg £xouv unofhdel cUpgeva pe ) vopodeoia g EE oxetikd pe toug I'TO (%), agov mpénet va
axohoudndolv o1 dtadikacieg mou mpoPAénovtar oty ev Aoy vopodeoia. Kade aitnon umofdMetar oe kata mepintwon
ektipnorn Tou kvdUvou omwg opietar amd ) vopodeoia g EE. Tpénet va onpeindel 6Tt oUpgova pe ™ vopodeosia avty ot
KOWOTIOLOUVTEG UMOXPEOUVTAL Ve aEIONOYOOUV TIG TaXUPAvelG Kay/f opipavels, TG apeces kat ppeces meptpalloviikes
EMMTOCELS TWV EOIKGY TERVIKOV TOU Xprjotponotobvtar yia ) daxeipion tou I'T gutol 0nou autés eivar SlapopeTikeg and
TG Xprjoponotovpeves yia ta pr [T @utd. Autd onpaivel 0T o1 emmtdoes and v alayr {avioktovou, my. Xprion
glyphosate, mpéner va eketactouv yia onowadnnote éykpion I'T gutav pe avoyr oto glyphosate.

()  O8nyia 2001/18/EK yia t oxompn ehevdépoon yevetikds pononompévey opyaviopdv oto meptaov- EE L 106 g 17.4.2001.
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Question for written answer E-001027/12
to the Commission
Kriton Arsenis (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Ban on glyphosate, active ingredient of the Roundup herbicide, following an immediate re-evaluation

A study by Spanish scientists (Sanchis et al., 2011) has revealed ground water contamination by glyphosate, an active
ingredient of the internationally best-selling Roundup herbicide. The study, which was carried out in 11 regions of
Catalonia, confirmed the presence of glyphosate in 41 % of ground water samples, with the highest levels appearing
in areas of intensive cultivation. The study is the first documented proof in Europe of the presence of glyphosate in
ground water. It emphasises the danger that the chemical is finding its way into drinking water, contesting assertions
to the contrary by the manufacturing company Monsanto. Scientific studies link glyphosate to carcinogenesis and
reproductive, neurological and endocrinal disorders in humans as well as detrimental effects on biodiversity, and the
emergence of more herbicide-resistant weeds.

Despite its proven toxicity and its inclusion in Appendix III of Directive 2008/105/EC as a substance undergoing re-
examination for probable characterisation as a ‘priority substance’ or ‘dangerous priority substance’, the Commission
moved the deadline for re-evaluating it from 2012 to 2015. It should be noted that although in the EU there is no
cultivation of plants that have been genetically modified to resist glyphosate (GMOs), field testing is already under
way in six Member States, with applications for licensing approval being processed. In the event of approval being
granted, it is expected that there will be an increase in the use of glyphosate in the EU. In light of the new data and in
conjunction with the scientific findings to date, it is imperative that the European Commission does not approve the
applications for cultivation of GMOs with glyphosphate tolerance and that it impose a ban following a faster re-
evaluation procedure.

In view of this:
1. Isthe Commission aware of the study in question?
2. Inlight of the new scientific data, will it proceed to implement a ban on glyphosate substance?

3. Does it propose to reject the applications for cultivation of GMOs with glyphosate tolerance, given the proven
harmful impact on human health and the environment?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(14 March 2012)

1. The Commission is aware of the Sanchis (2011) study which reports the presence of glyphosate in groundwater
sampled at different locations in Catalonia. The Spanish authorities have been requested to provide their views on this
matter, which is being closely followed by the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health.

2. As regards the alleged safety concerns and the situation on the re-evaluation of glyphosate, the Commission
refers the Honourable Member to its responses to Questions P-010522/2010, E-006135/2011, E-006365/2011, E-
007160/2011, E-007546/2011, E-007708/2011, E-008116/2011 and E-009044/2011 (). It also notes that
Annex III to Directive 2008/105/EC contains a list of substances subject to review for possible identification as
priority (hazardous) substances, and that the latest review () did not find evidence of a significant risk from
glyphosate to or via the aquatic environment that would justify its listing as a priority substance. Future reviews
would consider any new evidence available.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/QP-WEB/application/home.do?language=EN.
() COM(2011) 875 final, http:/[eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:087 5:FIN:EN:PDF.
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3. It is not possible to reject a priori applications concerning cultivation of genetically modified (GM) plants
tolerant to glyphosate submitted under the EU legislation related to GMOs (*) as the procedures defined in this
legislation need to be followed. Each application must go through a case-by-case risk assessment as established in
the EU legislation. It should be mentioned that this legislation requests the notifiers to assess the immediate and/or
delayed, direct and indirect environmental impacts of the specific management techniques used for the GM plant
where they are different from those used for non-GM plants. This means that the impacts of the change of herbicide
use, e.g. switch to glyphosate, have to be considered for any authorisations of GM plants tolerant to glyphosate.

()  Directive 2001/18/EC on deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms, OJ L 106, 17.4.2001.
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Question for written answer E-001028/12
to the Commission
Catherine Stihler (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Implementation of the CPR

Following the adoption of the Construction Products Regulation in Spring last year, some concerns have been raised
about insufficient communication from the Commission to allow companies to conform to the implementing acts.
Criticism has been aimed at the lack of general information being disseminated but also the period of time being too
short between information regarding changes which will need to be made to conform, and the implementation date
for the new rules.

Can the Commission comment on the progress of implementation of the CPR?

Answer given by Mr Tajani on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

In general, the implementation of the CPR (305/2011/EU) is fully on track. The Commission delivered already last
spring notably to the European Parliament a Roadmap of the measures envisaged for this purpose. This Roadmap has
subsequently been disseminated to all relevant stakeholders, also in the context of the newly established Standing
Committee on Construction (SCC; cf. Article 64 of the CPR), and regularly updated. Its most recent version has been
included in the SCC documentation for the meeting of 24 January 2012, where also the European Parliament was
invited to attend.

As described in the Roadmap, the communication and information actions of the Commission on this topic have
been significantly intensified, so as to ensure the uniform application of the CPR. Apart from the SCC context, the
construction website on Europa has been thoroughly and comprehensively updated. The Commission is also
organising a Conference on the CPR, scheduled to take place in Brussels on 25 June 2012. Moreover, the Member
States and other stakeholders have been forcefully encouraged to inform the Commission about steps taken in the
domain of implementing the CPR.

For the preparation of implementing acts, it is necessary to refer to Article 68 of the CPR, pursuant to which the
relevant provisions shall apply first from 1 July 2013. The only implementing act explicitly foreseen in the CPR is the
decision on the European Technical Approval format (Article 26(3)), for which the informal preparations have
already been launched. The same goes for CPR-based delegated acts. All this has been duly reflected in the Roadmap.
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Question for written answer E-001029/12
to the Commission
Catherine Stihler (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: PIP implants

In light of the PIP implant scandal and lack of regulation of this sector, will the Commission be introducing new rules
on the cosmetic fillers and Botox industry?

Will the Commission consider including a pan-European insurance scheme which clinics and producers must
contribute towards to avoid endangering women’s health, should the same situation occur again in the future?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(8 March 2012)

Botox is a medicinal product authorised under Directive 2001/83/EC (') for medical indications only. Its use for
cosmetic purpose is not covered by the marketing authorisation; it is a so-called off-label use of the product done
under the healthcare professional responsibility.

In its revision of the medical devices legislation, planned in 2012, the Commission is considering the possible
inclusion of filling products intended for aesthetic use only under this legislation. This would ensure that these
products are not regulated differently in the Member States and, through a harmonised regime, will secure a uniform
level of citizen safety in the European Union.

Under Article 168 of the Treaty, the organisation and delivery of health services and medical care are the
responsibility of Member States. This includes health insurance and reimbursement policies. The Commission does
not intend therefore to introduce a pan-European insurance scheme in the upcoming revision of the medical devices
legislation.

() Directive 2001/83/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 November 2001 on the Community code relating to medicinal
products for human use (L 311, 28.11.2001, p. 67).
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Question for written answer E-001030/12
to the Commission
Jim Higgins (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Personal breathalysers

Following French plans to force drivers to carry personal breathalysers from spring this year, when travelling by car in
that country, has the Commission any plans to make such an item mandatory across the EU?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(1 March 2012)

No, the Commission does not intend to make carrying breathalysers by drivers when travelling mandatory.
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(Versdo portuguesa)

Pergunta com pedido de resposta escrita E-001031/12
a Comissdo
Rui Tavares (Verts/ALE)
(7 de fevereiro de 2012)

Assunto: Feriados civis e religiosos em Portugal

O Ministro da Economia de Portugal, Alvaro Santos Pereira, anunciou em nome do governo a intengio de extinguir
varios feriados, enunciando para tal um critério de «simetria» entre dois feriados a extinguir a pedido da Igreja Cat6lica
(considerados «religiosos») e dois feriados a extinguir diretamente pelo governo (considerados «civis»). Na mesma
ocasido, o Ministro anunciou que os dois feriados «civis» a extinguir seriam os que comemoram a Reptiblica
Portuguesa (no dia da sua implantagio, a 5 de outubro de 1910) e o exercicio de autodeterminagio conhecido como a
Restauracdo da Independéncia de 1 de dezembro de 1640.

1. Deua Comissio qualquer indicagdo ao governo portugués em matéria de extingdo de feriados?

2. Tem a Comissdo opinido sobre a eficicia de medidas como esta? Estudou a Comissdo o impacto delas (positivo
ou negativo) na economia portuguesa?

3. Uma vez que tal extin¢do de feriados ndo é mencionada no memorando de entendimento assinado entre o
governo portugués e a «troika» de que faz parte a Comissdo, considera a Comissdo que tem o governo portugués
qualquer obrigacdo contratual de extinguir feriados?

4. Tendo em conta que as datas do culto catdlico sdo objeto de devogdo propria a sua Igreja, mas que os feriados
que celebram a autodeterminagdo e a forma de governo propria a Republica Portuguesa dizem respeito a todos os
cidaddos dela, considera a Comissdo que a extingdo «simétrica» de feriados «civis» e «religiosos» respeita o principio da
ndo-discriminacio, tal como descrito pelo artigo 21.° da Carta Europeia dos Direitos Fundamentais, ou tal como
enquadrado pela diretiva que aplica o principio da igualdade de tratamento entre as pessoas, independentemente da
sua religido ou crenga (CNS 2008/140)?

5. Considera a Comissdo que a decisio do governo portugués respeita o direito a uma boa administragdo (artigo
41.° da Carta dos Direitos Fundamentais) que obriga os governos da UE a tomarem as suas decisdes de forma
«dmparcial e equitativa»?

6. Considera a Comissdo, enquanto «guardid dos tratados», que o tratamento «simétrico» de feriados que dizem
respeito a todos os portugueses ou apenas a uma crenca religiosa se compagina com os artigos 10.° e 19.° do Tratado
de Lisboa (obrigacdo de combater discrimina¢des)? Como tenciona fazer cumprir esses principios?

Resposta dada pelo Presidente José Manuel Barroso em nome da Comissdo
(19 de marco de 2012)

A UE nio tem competéncia relativamente aos feriados nos Estados-Membros e a Comissdo ndo pode emitir instrucdes
vinculativas a este respeito. Portugal ndo estd contratualmente obrigado a suprimir feriados. O Memorando de
Entendimento ndo prevé qualquer obrigagdo relativa a aboligdo de feriados.

Em conformidade com o artigo 51.° da Carta dos Direitos Fundamentais da Unido Europeia, as disposi¢des da Carta
apenas se aplicam as institui¢des da UE e aos Estados-Membros quando apliquem o direito da Unido.

O artigo 10.° do Tratado sobre o Funcionamento da Unido Europeia (TFUE) estabelece disposi¢des de aplicacio geral
para as politicas da Unido (e ndo para as politicas dos Estados-Membros). O artigo 19.° do TFUE prevé uma base
juridica para acdo legislativa a nivel da UE. A Diretiva a que o Senhor Deputado se refere e que tem por base este artigo
ndo é aplicdvel aos feriados dos Estados-Membros e, além disso, ainda ndo foi adotada.
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Question for written answer E-001031/12
to the Commission
Rui Tavares (Verts/ALE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: State and religious holidays in Portugal

The Portuguese Minister for the Economy, Alvaro Santos Pereira, has announced that the government intends to
abolish several public holidays, citing the criterion of ‘symmetry’ between abolishing two public holidays requested
by the Catholic Church (deemed ‘religious’), and the government directly abolishing two public holidays (deemed
‘state’). On the same occasion, Mr Santos Pereira announced that the two ‘state’ holidays to be abolished would be
those celebrating the Portuguese Republic (on the day of its establishment, 5 October 1910) and the right to self-
determination, known as the Restoration of Independence, 1 December 1640.

1.  Did the Commission provide the Portuguese Government with any instruction regarding abolition of public

holidays?

2. What is the Commission’s opinion regarding the effectiveness of measures like these? Has the Commission
examined their impact (positive or negative) on the Portuguese economy?

3. Since abolishing public holidays in this way is not mentioned in the memorandum of understanding concluded
between the Portuguese Government and the ‘Troika’, of which the Commission is part, does the Commission
consider the Portuguese Government to have any contractual obligation to abolish public holidays?

4. Given that Catholic religious dates are the subject of private devotion to that Church, but public holidays
celebrating the self-determination and system of government characteristic of the Portuguese Republic relate to all of
its citizens, does the Commission consider the ‘symmetrical abolition of ‘state’ and ‘religious’ public holidays to
comply with the principle of non-discrimination, as laid down in Article 21 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union, or in the directive on implementing the principle of equal treatment between persons
irrespective of religion or belief (CNS 2008/104)?

5. Does the Commission believe that the Portuguese Government's decision complies with the right to good
administration (Article 41 of the Charter on Fundamental Rights), which compels EU governments to make their
decisions ‘impartially’ and ‘fairly?

6. Does the Commission, as ‘guardian of the Treaties’, consider the ‘symmetrical’ treatment of public holidays
relating to all Portuguese people and those that merely affect those of one religious belief consistent with Articles 10
and 19 of the Treaty of Lisbon (duty to combat discrimination)? How does the Commission intend to enforce
compliance with these principles?

Answer given by Mr Barroso on behalf of the Commission
(19 March 2012)

The EU has no competence relating to public holidays in the Member States and the Commission cannot issue
binding instructions in this regard. Portugal is not contractually bound to abolish public holidays. The Memorandum
of Understanding does not contain any requirement to abolish public holidays.

According to Article 51 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union , the provisions of the Charter
apply to EU institutions and Member States only when they are implementing Union law.

Article 10 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) sets out provisions having general
application to Union policies (and not Member States’ policies). Article 19 of the TFEU provides a legal basis for
legislative action at EU level. The directive that the Honourable Member refers to and that is based on this article does
not apply to Member States’ public holidays and, furthermore, has not been adopted yet.
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Question for written answer E-001032/12
to the Council
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Parties to the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement

— Is the Council aware of the reasons why China, Brazil and India were not invited to participate in the
negotiations on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)? Given that they are not parties to ACTA,
how is the agreement expected to bring benefits to EU citizens, as these countries are considered to be the main
sources of counterfeit products?

—  Given the negative views expressed by the aforementioned countries at the Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Council proceedings, both on the process and substance of
ACTA, does the Council still hold ACTA as a model regime for third countries in the future, either within or
outside the multilateral frameworks provided by the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and the
World Trade Organisation (WTO)?

—  Does it agree that the ACTA provisions fall under Articles 3 and 4 of the TRIPS agreement? In this light, what
kind of extended protection will EU citizens enjoy, beyond that afforded by the TRIPS agreement, seeing as the
latter does not foresee a regional or Free Trade Agreement exception under the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade regime?

Reply
(12 April 2012)

The negotiations on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) started in June 2008 and were finalised in
November 2010. China, Brazil and India were informed about ACTA negotiations but have never requested to
participate in the negotiations. In any case, although they are not Parties to ACTA, counterfeit and pirated_products
imported from those countries will be stopped at EU borders or within EU territory, as well as in the territories of
other ACTA parties. Given the objectives of ACTA to combat intellectual property rights (IPR) infringement by
strengthening international cooperation and enforcement, applications to accede to the Agreement by other WTO
Members would be welcome.

The Honourable Member is certainly aware that the EU has made a number of proposals to address problems with the
enforcement of intellectual property rules and has done so in international organisations, such as the WTO and
WIPO. ACTA can be considered as a start, aimed at ensuring that the EU’s high standard of protection for intellectual
property rights can be enforced globally. It must be noted that the 37 countries which negotiated ACTA represent
more than half of world trade. The Council foresees that other WTO Members, including emerging economies, will
have the interest and the capacity to accede to the Agreement. For this reason, outreach activities have already started
both in the WTO TRIPS Council and bilaterally to present ACTA to partners.

The Council considers that ACTA is compatible with, mutually supportive of and complementary to the
commitments undertaken by the EU and its Member States under existing international agreements on intellectual
property, including TRIPS. Accordingly, ACTA Parties will continue to comply to the principles of ‘national
treatment’ (Article 3 TRIPS) and ‘most favourable nation’ (Article 4 TRIPS). As a consequence, the ACTA Parties
commit, to each other, to provide the level of protection stipulated in ACTA, while this level of protection will apply
equally to all within the Parties’ territories regardless of nationality (erga omnes).

As the Honourable Member certainly knows, the Commission decided very recently to refer the ACTA agreement to
the European Court of Justice to confirm its compatibility with EC law.
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Question for written answer E-001033/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Parties to the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement

— s the Commission aware of the reasons why China, Brazil and India were not invited to participate in the
negotiations on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)? Given that they are not parties to ACTA,
how is the agreement expected to bring benefits to EU citizens, as these countries are considered to be the main
sources of counterfeit products?

—  Given the negative views expressed by the aforementioned countries at the Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Council proceedings, both on the process and substance of
ACTA, does the Commission still hold ACTA as a model regime for third countries in the future, either within
or outside the multilateral frameworks provided by the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and
the World Trade Organisation (WTO)?

—  Does it agree that the ACTA provisions fall under Articles 3 and 4 of the TRIPS agreement? In this light, what
kind of extended protection will EU citizens enjoy, beyond that afforded by the TRIPS agreement, seeing as the
latter does not foresee a regional or Free Trade Agreement exception under the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade regime?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(16 March 2012)

1. China, Brazil and India were informed about ACTA negotiations but never requested to participate in these
negotiations. On the contrary, for a number of years, these and other emerging economies opposed any discussion of
intellectual property enforcement in multilateral organisations such as the World Trade Organisation (WTO) or the
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO). However, the fact that they are not Parties to ACTA will not
prevent counterfeit products imported from these countries from being stopped at the EU’s borders or within the EU
territory, as well as on the territories of other ACTA parties.

2. ACTA sets a valuable new international standard in the enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights, endorsed by
37 countries, representing more than half of global trade. The EU certainly expects other countries, including
emerging economies, to adopt such standards in the medium term. Discussions have already started both in the
TRIPS Council and bilaterally to present ACTA to the EU’s partners.

3. Itis clear that the ACTA Parties are bound by the principles of ‘national treatment’ (Article 3 TRIPS) and ‘most
favourable nation’ (Article 4 TRIPS). However, the aim of ACTA is not to provide to EU citizens extended protection
within the EU, compared to citizens from a country not a Party of ACTA. That would be an infringement of WTO
rules. Its aim is to establish at a plurilateral level a modern and enhanced enforcement of intellectual property rights
legal framework that will work to the benefit of EU stakeholders precisely because many of them export their
intellectual property rights into the globalised economy and need to ensure that they are efficiently protected against
misappropriation.
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Question for written answer E-001034/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Professional Qualifications Directive and health hazards

—  In the context of the upcoming review of the Professional Qualifications Directive (2005/36/EC), what action
does the Commission envisage to ensure that healthcare workers are protected from health risks when
performing work in different European Union Member States, in line with the levels of protection provided for
Member State nationals, where measures exist to protect healthcare workers, such as Council
Directive 2010/32/EU on sharp injuries?

—  Furthermore, in the context of this review, does the Commission see scope for improvement in terms of
prevention of Healthcare Associated Infection hazards to both patients and practitioners, as far as training
assessment and recognition are concerned?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(13 March 2012)

The Professional Qualifications Directive 2005/36/EC covers recognition of qualifications of migrating professionals
between EU Member States. The directive establishes rules and procedures according to which the access to or a
pursuit of a regulated profession in another Member State is contingent upon possession of specific professional
qualifications — diplomas, studies, training, experience.

The regulation of health risks for healthcare workers is outside the scope of Directive 2005/36/EC and it is therefore
not covered by the current revision of the directive. Healthcare workers are covered by the EU legislation on Health
and Safety at work, in particular the ‘framework’ Directive 1989/391/EEC (') and its individual directives.
Directive 2010/32/EC (*) addresses in particular the prevention from sharp injuries in the hospital and healthcare
sector.

Recognising the serious burden on patients caused by healthcare associated infections, a Council recommendation on
patient safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections was adopted in 2009 (%),
following a proposal by the Commission. The Commission plans to adopt in 2012 a report on the implementation of
this Council recommendation by the Member States.

()  OJL183,29.6.1989.
®  OJL134,1.6.2010.
() 0JC151,3.7.2009, p. 1-6.
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Question for written answer E-001035/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Medical devices, ‘CE’ marking and individual safety checks

In the context of the placing of medical devices on the European market, could the Commission outline the
requirements under the ‘CE’ marking system and the Medical Devices Directive (2007/47[EC) in terms of the safety
checks, if any, which have to be performed on each individual device prior to use?

Could the Commission indicate the consequences, for the parties to whom requirements under the ‘CE’ marking
system apply, of misleading declarations by manufacturers concerning product safety, of failures on the part of
importers to verify the accuracy of such declarations, and of negligence on the part of distributors in identifying and
withdrawing unsafe products?

Could the Commission also indicate who is responsible for monitoring compliance with requirements under the ‘CE’
marking system and enforcing penalties for non-compliance? Does the Commission plan to make these requirements
more stringent?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(8 March 2012)

Medical devices must be designed and manufactured in such a way that they do not compromise patient safety.
Directive 93/42[EEC () provides for different types of conformity assessment procedures, based on the class of risk of
the device. The procedure for Class I devices can, as a general rule, be carried out under the responsibility of the
manufacturer due to the low risk of these products. For Class Ila, IIb and III devices, the level of intervention of a
notified body in the conformity assessment procedure increases with the risk.

Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 () lays down the obligations of Member States with regard to market surveillance, and
requires them to perform appropriate checks on the characteristics of products, by means of documentary checks
and, where appropriate, physical and laboratory checks on the basis of adequate samples. Directive 93/42/EEC
establishes procedures which the national authorities must follow when they consider that an unsafe device should be
withdrawn from the market, or when a CE marking is unjustifiably affixed to a device or is missing.

The Commission intends to adopt a proposal to revise the medical device legislation in 2012. Improved vigilance and
market surveillance as well as strengthening the designation, monitoring and functioning of Notified Bodies are
among the issues that the proposal should address.

() Council Directive 93/42/EEC of 14 June 1993 concerning medical devices (O] L 169, 12.7.1993, p. 1).
()  Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation and
market surveillance relating to the marketing of products and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 339/93 (OJ L 218, 13.8.2008, p. 30).
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Question for written answer E-001036/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Medical device failure and national authority advice
In the light of the recent scandal involving Poly Implant Prothese (PIP) silicone implants, and given the considerable
health risks that patients with PIP silicone implants are now known to be facing, what view does the Commission take

of the differing medical advice being provided by the various Member State authorities concerned?

Given the disparate nature of the advice being provided, does the Commission see the need for action at EU level to
complement the review of the Medical Devices Directive?

If not, why not?
If so, which kinds of action are envisaged, particularly in the light of reports, some as recent as this week, that Member

State regulatory agencies have no power to perform checks on devices unless failures are reported to them, and that
such checks are often announced in advance to the entities undergoing scrutiny?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(26 March 2012)

The Commission would refer the Honourable Member to its answers to Written Questions E-001477/2012,
E-000366/2012 and P-001626/2012 (*).

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/QP-WEB/home.jsp?language=en.
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Question for written answer E-001038/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, in-transit procedures and patents

Is the Commission in a position to guarantee that Member States’ border measures will not apply in-transit
procedures to patents, thus circumscribing such procedures to counterfeit trademark goods as defined by ACTA
Article 5(d)?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

ChapterII, Section3 of ACTA concerning border measures, defines a plurilateral legal framework for the
enforcement of intellectual property rights at the borders. This legal framework does not apply to patents.

The EU will comply with this Section of ACTA on the basis of the existing Custom Regulation 1383/2003 (), which
will not have to be modified because of ACTA. Member States will continue to take border measures, as it is the case
today, according to the Custom Regulation. The Customs Regulation allows for the detention of goods suspect of
infringing a patent (Article 2.1(c)(i)) when they are placed under customs supervision (Article 1). This may include
situations when the suspected good is in transit.

For the sake of completeness, the Commission recalls that the Customs Regulation is currently under review before
the Parliament and the Council, further to a Commission proposal adopted on 24 May 2011 (3.

() http:[Jeuropa.eu/legislation_summaries/customs/111018c_en.htm .
(&  COM(2011) 285 final.



26.3.2013

Enionpun Egnpepida e Euponaikrs Eveorg

C88E[67

(English version)

Question for written answer E-001040/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Protocol on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement and the acquis communautaire

Could a protocol stating that no changes whatsoever to the EU’s acquis communautaire are necessitated by the
implementation of ACTA be negotiated with the other parties to the agreement?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(15 March 2012)

ACTA negotiations were finalised in October 2010 and the agreement was signed by the EU on 26 January 2012.
Therefore no additional protocol can be added to this Agreement.

Besides, the Commission’s assessment that ACTA does not require any changes to the EU acquis is a purely internal
matter to the EU which finds no place in an international agreement.
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Question for written answer E-001041/12
to the Council
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: US Congressional Research Service's legal study of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)
Is the Council aware of the reasons why the United States Congressional Research Service’s study of ACTA and its

legality, which was shared with the US Trade Representative, was made confidential and disclosure further to a
request under the Freedom of Information Act denied?

Reply
(12 March 2012)

The Council has not discussed this question, as it does not fall within its sphere of competence.
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Question for written answer E-001042/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: US Congressional Research Service's legal study of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)
Is the Commission aware of the reasons why the United States Congressional Research Service’s study of ACTA and

its legality, which was shared with the US Trade Representative, was made confidential and disclosure further to a
request under the Freedom of Information Act denied?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(7 March 2012)

The Commission is neither aware of such study nor of any reasons why it would have been considered confidential in
the United States.
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Question for written answer E-001043/12
to the Council
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Implementation of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement in the Member States

As the Council takes the view that no changes to the acquis communautaire are necessitated by ACTA, could it specify
the legislative and non-legislative measures required for its implementation at Member State level?

Reply
(12 April 2012)

Since ACTA is a mixed agreement, a distinction needs to be made between those parts of the agreement that have
been negotiated by the Commission on behalf of the EU, and those parts of the agreement that have been negotiated
by the Presidency on behalf of Member States.

As the Honourable Member rightly points out, accession by the EU to ACTA will not require any changes to the
current acquis communautaire, since the provisions of ACTA are already implemented through existing EU legislation.
ACTA does not require the introduction of any non-legislative measures either. Any-measures undertaken in the areas
that have been negotiated on behalf of the EU, will therefore result from the abovementioned acquis, and not from
ACTA.

The chapter on criminal enforcement was negotiated by the Presidency on behalf of the Member States, because there
is no harmonised EU legislation in this area. The same method was used in the Free Trade Agreement with the
Republic of Korea. With regard to this chapter, all positions by the Member States were agreed by consensus in the
Council. Since this chapter has been negotiated on behalf of the Member States, the Council has not made its own
analysis on whether or not this chapter could require minor changes in certain Member States.

In order for ACTA to enter into force in the EU and its Member States, all 27 Member States have to sign and ratify it
in line with their relevant domestic constitutional requirements. The Council will adopt the decision concluding
ACTA after having obtained the consent of the European Parliament (Article 218(6) TFEU) and the national
procedures have been successfully finalised.

As the Honourable Member certainly knows, the Commission decided recently to refer the ACTA agreement to the
European Court of Justice to confirm its compatibility with EC law.
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Question for written answer E-001044/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Implementation of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement

As the Commission takes the view that no changes to the acquis communautaire are necessitated by ACTA, could it
specify the non-legislative measures required for its implementation?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(15 March 2012)

As the Honourable Member rightly points out, no changes to the acquis communautaire have to be introduced because
of ACTA. This is because the EU already complies with the provisions of ACTA on the basis of the existing EU
legislation. ACTA does not require the introduction of any non-legislative measures either.

Once the Agreement will enter into force, the ACTA Parties envisage to exchange certain information on their
enforcement practices as part of their international cooperation foreseen in Chapter IV of ACTA. Their enforcement
practices will remain subject to the general privacy and confidentiality safeguards set out in Article 4 ACTA.
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Question for written answer E-001046/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement implementation and dispute settlement

In the absence of any provisions in ACTA regarding dispute settlements or international arbitration, could the
Commission clarify whether it is legally possible for the ACTA Committee to consensually decide on party
compliance with ACTA and to deem implementing legislation necessary?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

As the Honourable Member rightly points out, it was a deliberate decision of the negotiating parties not to introduce
in ACTA a mechanism of dispute settlement or of authoritative interpretation regarding its content. The roles of the
ACTA Committee are described in Article 36 of the ACTA Agreement. The first one will be to monitor the
implementation of the Agreement. The second will be to consider any future amendments (bearing in mind that any
amendment of ACTA proposed by the Committee would have to be approved by the signatories through their
domestic ratification procedures, which in the EU would require, inter alia, the consent of the European Parliament).
The third role is to decide upon the terms of accession for each new applicant. Crucially, all decisions of the
Committee shall be taken by consensus.

The Committee has no role or powers to take decisions on whether a Party complies with ACTA or needs to
introduce any particular implementing legislation.
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Question for written answer E-001047/12
to the Council
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Relationship between the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement and the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights

Article 1 of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) binds its parties to their obligations under existing
agreements, including the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). Could the
Council clarify whether this nullifies TRIPS Agreement safeguards when these apply to voluntary standards set
therein, in those cases where a mandatory standard is set by ACTA?

How does the Council view the relationship between Article 11 of ACTA and Article 47 of TRIPS as regards the
mandatory nature of the former and the voluntary nature of the latter, as well as the lack of a proportionality test in
the former? Does the Council regard Article 11 as a TRIPS-plus provision?

Reply
(30 April 2012)

The Council is of the view that ACTA is compatible with, mutually supportive of and complementary to the
commitments undertaken by the EU and its Member States under existing intellectual property international
agreements, including TRIPS.

ACTA builds on some general provisions of TRIPS, in some instances adding additional obligations or safeguards
which exist in the acquis communautaire but not in international agreements. This is provided for in Article 1 of TRIPS,
which states both that ‘Members shall be free to determine the appropriate method of implementing the provisions of
this Agreement within their own legal system and practice’ and that ‘Members may (...) implement in their law more
extensive protection than is required by this Agreement, provided that such protection does not contravene the
provisions of this Agreement’.

As concerns your question on the relationship between Article 11 of ACTA and Article 47 of TRIPS, the Council
notes that the provision in ACTA is mandatory (‘shall’) while the provision in TRIPS is voluntary (‘may’). The Council
also notes that Article 6.3 of ACTA contains a general provision on proportionality, which stipulates that ‘In
implementing the provisions of this Chapter, each Party shall take into account the need for proportionality between
the seriousness of the infringement, the interests of third parties, and the applicable measures, remedies and penalties’.

As the Honourable Member certainly knows, the Commission decided very recently to refer the ACTA agreement to
the European Court of Justice to confirm its compatibility with EC law.
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Question for written answer E-001048/12
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Relationship between the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement and the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights

Article 1 of the Anti-Counterfeiting Agreement (ACTA) binds its parties to their obligations under existing
agreements, including the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). Could the
Commission clarify whether this nullifies TRIPS Agreement safeguards when these apply to voluntary standards set
therein, in those cases where a mandatory standard is set by ACTA?

How does the Commission view the relationship between Article 11 of ACTA and Article 47 of TRIPS as regards the
mandatory nature of the former and the voluntary nature of the latter, as well as the lack of a proportionality test in
the former? Does the Commission regard Article 11 as a TRIPS-plus provision?

Could the Commission further indicate which elements of the acquis communautaire implement Article 11 of ACTA?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(12 March 2012)

The aim of ACTA is to build on and to complement some general provisions of the Agreement on Trade Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) while preserving already existing safeguards under this Agreement and
in some instance even adding additional safeguards which exist under EC law but not in international law. Article 1 of
TRIPS indeed gives states the freedom ‘to determine the appropriate method of implementing the provisions [of the
TRIPS Agreement] within their own legal system and practice’ which may include providing ‘in their law more
extensive protection than is required by [the TRIPS] Agreement provided that such protection does not contravene
the provisions of [the TRIPS] Agreement’.

Article 11 of ACTA is a clarification of Article 47 of TRIPS and also makes compulsory for the ACTA Parties this
optional provision of TRIPS, precisely because all ACTA Parties decided to implement Article 47 of TRIPS in this way.
This new provision is one of the important contributions of ACTA because it will help right holders to better gather
evidence for their civil claims. However, due to the extreme sensitivity of this provision, the Commission ensured in
the ACTA negotiations that specific safeguards were added which are not foreseen in Article 47 of TRIPS concerning,
among others, the protection of confidentiality of information sources and the processing of personal data.
Furthermore, when implementing Article 11 of ACTA Article 6.3 of ACTA obliges the ACTA Parties to ‘take into
account the need for proportionality between the seriousness of the infringement, the interests of third parties, and
the applicable measures, remedies and penalties’.

Article 11 of ACTA is similar to Article 8 of the Enforcement of intellectual property rights Directive
(Directive 2004/48/EC of 29 April 2004 ().

() OJL157,30.4.2004.
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Bbrpoc ¢ uckane 3a mucMeH orrosop E-001049/12
o Komucusra
Cnasu bunes (NI)
(7 dpespyapu 2012 2.)

Omnuocto: KopynumonHu KoHuecun B boirapus

YBaxaemata Komycys Bee olile He e M3HeCNa TAHHU JJay e HallpaBuUITa IPOBEPKa, KAKTO € 3alerHajo B OTTOBOpA J Ha MOe
3amuTBaHe KbM Hest (22.7.2011 r.— E-007272/2011), oTHOCHO paspylaBammte NOCIEACTBUS OT Obiiel 371aTono6uB B rpar
Kpymosrpan, benrapus. Konuecnsra, naneHa Ha KomnanusTa ,,bonkan Munepan enn MaifHUHT € B pA3KO HECHOTBETCTBHUE ChC
3akoHuTe. [IpuchemmHABaiky ce KbM NMMUCMOTO Ha IPaKNaHCKO MBVIKEHME IPOTUB KOHIECKSATA, MCKAaM OTHOBO Ha M3ThKHA
HSIKOUM ()PalaHTHY IIPOIYCKM B PaspellieHMeTo 3a JOOMB, KOMTO OyIsT CepMO3HO ChbMHEHME 33 KOPYILMS: PELICHNETO 10
OlIeHKa Ha BB3NE/CTBUETO BBPXY OKomHara cpema (OBOC) e B3eTo OT KOJNEKTUB, KOJTO N0 HMKAKBB HAuYMH HE IIPUTeXKaBa
HYKHMTe KBATMQUKALMS M OINUT f1a M3BBPIINM NONOOHa oreHKa. To3y ek e ofjoOpeH OT MMHICTBpPA Ha OKONHATa cpea. B
Lienyst KOJIEKTYB HSIMa HITO e[IVH TeCeH CHELMAICT B 0071acTuTe, B KOUTO TPsiOBa [1a Ce HAIIPaBy IIPOYUBAHETO.

Cropen u3Bectau excreptyt ot boirapust u CALLL nono6xa OBOC B HyKakbs cityuait HsiMa 1a 6bie onoOpena B CALL, Kanama
w Bapyra gppxasa or EC. Takupa pemienns Ha IpaBUTENCTBOTO IIOMNATaT Ha ChbMHEHME LAVIOCTHATAa IONMTUKA Ha
yIpaBisiBalyTe. A ¢ Oreln M Ha akTa, ye Tasy KOHLECHS! He € M30IMpAH CIIy4ail Ha IOra3BaHe Ha 3aKOHM MPY NOJOOHM
pemennsa Ha MMHMCTePCKMA CBBET, CMATaM, Y€ € HaJloXMUTeNHa wIaTenHa mposepka oT Kommcmsara. Ilpusosasam Bu pma
M3MCKATe LSUIATa [IOKYMeHTALs OT GBIIrapcKOTO NMPABMTEIICTBO U [ MpelieHnTe 00eKTHBHO cuTyaumsTa. TAXHOTO pelueHue
OYEBMIIHO € IOKBAPEHO OT HEACHN MOTUBH.

CraBa BbIIPOC I1a ce CIacH YHMKaNHA (ropa u dayHa, TypUCTHUECKM 3a0NeXUTENHOCTY Ha XIS TOAMHN U KUBOTBT U
3[PaBeTo Ha [IeCeTKM XMILM X0pa B [IBe IbpaKasy — Bbiarapus u I'bpums.

Mouwre BbIpocu ca:
1. Kakso e npeanpuena Komucusra o ppipoca 1o MOMeHTa?

2. Kaksu 1e 6’bHaT 6’I)II€]_III/[TC crbrky Ha KoMucusTa o temara?

OrtroBop, paneH ot r-H Ilorounuk or nmMero Ha Komucusra
(5 mapm 2012 2.)

Komucnsita m3mpatn g0 Oblrapckute KOMICTEHTHY OpraHy OQMIMANHO MCKAaHe 33 MHQOPMALs BbB BPb3Ka C IMPOEKTA 32
no6uB Ha 31ato Kpait Kpymosrpan. Opranmure wwie TpsiOBa a OTIOBOPAT 1O Kpast Ha peBpyapyu 2012 1., Bb3 OCHOBA Ha KOETO
ciyx0nrte Ha Kommcusita me mpeueHsT HOKONKO MPOEKTHT € ChBMECTMM ChC 3aKoHomarernctoto Ha EC B obmacrta Ha
okonHata cpena. Kommcmsita HsMa fa ce mokonmeOae 1ga B3eMe HeOOXOMMMTE MEPKHM B CIy4ail Ha HapylIeHMe Ha
3akoHonatencrsoro Ha EC.
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Question for written answer E-001049/12
to the Commission
Slavi Binev (NI)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Corruption surrounding concessions in Bulgaria

The Commission has still not given details of whether it has conducted a verification, as outlined in its answer to my
question (22.7.2011 — E-007272/2011), on the devastating consequences of a future gold mining operation in
Krumovgrad, Bulgaria. The concession granted to the company Balkan Mineral and Mining is in stark non-
compliance with the law. I concur with the letter from the citizens’ movement against the concession, and would like
to re-emphasise some of the shocking omissions in the issuing of the mining permit, which raise serious concerns of
corruption. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) decision was made by a team that in no way had the
necessary qualifications and experience to conduct such an assessment. In the whole team, there was not one narrow
specialist in any of the areas under investigation.

According to prominent experts from Bulgaria and the USA, such EIAs would not be approved under any
circumstances in the USA, Canada, or any other EU Member State. Such government decisions cast doubt on the
whole policy being pursued by the authorities. In view of the fact, also, that this concession is not an isolated case of
the law being infringed through such decisions by Bulgaria’s Council of Ministers, [ believe that the Commission
needs to conduct a thorough investigation. Iappeal to you to demand full documentation from the Bulgarian
government and to assess the situation objectively. Its decision was clearly corrupted by shadowy motives.

It is a matter of saving unique flora and fauna, centuries-old tourist landmarks, and the lives and health of tens of
thousands of people in two countries — Bulgaria and Greece.

My questions are:
1.  What has the Commission done so far on this issue?

2. What are the next steps the Commission will take on this matter?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(5 March 2012)

The Commission has sent a formal request for information to the competent Bulgarian authorities regarding the
Krumovgrad gold mining project. The authorities will have to reply by the end of February 2012 on the basis of
which the Commission Services will assess the project’s compatibility with the EU environmental legislation. The
Commission will not hesitate to take appropriate measures should there be a breach of the EU legislation.
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-001050/12
aan de Commissie
Barry Madlener (NI)
(7 februari 2012)

Betreft: Euro-obligaties

1.  Kan de Commissie aangeven welke de incrementele (rente-)kosten zullen zijn voor Nederland als besloten zou
worden over te gaan tot de toekomstige uitgifte van euro-obligaties? (volgens benadering 1: een volledige vervanging
van nationale emissies door euro-obligaties, met hoofdelijke garanties)

2. Watis de actuele status van de juridische implicaties van de artikelen 125 en 352 van het Verdrag betreffende de
Werking van de Europese Unie voor de uitgifte van euro-obligaties?

3. Op welke wijze denkt de Commissie ,moral hazard” van lidstaten te voorkomen? Men name daar waar een
strenge begrotingsdiscipline het economisch concurrentievermogen van die betreffende lidstaat bedreigt c.q.
vermindert?

4. Kan de Commissie (kort) aangeven waarom de uitgifte van euro-obligaties, uiteraard mits in overeenstemming
met de geldende Europese Verdragen, meer in het belang is van Nederland dan het huidige systeem van nationale
obligaties? Immers, de markten zullen de kredietkwaliteit van euro-obligaties waarschijnlijk (veel) lager beoordelen
dan de huidige Nederlandse staatsobligaties (u schrijft zelf in uw Groenboek dat de creditrating van euro-obligaties in
de eerste plaats athangt van de kredietkwaliteit van de deelnemende lidstaten zelf en hun onderliggende
garantiestructuur).

5. Stel dat niet alle parlementen van alle lidstaten het komende ESM-Verdrag zullen ratificeren, ook niet voor 90 %,
betekent dat dan dat benadering 1 van euro-obligaties pas mogelijk is na aanpassing van de EU-Verdragen?

6. Iser al duidelijkheid over de taakverdeling tussen het bestuur van het ESM en het ASB (Agentschap voor het
Schuldbeheer)?

Antwoord van de heer Rehn namens de Commissie
(12 april 2012)

In het groenboek van de Commissie over stabiliteitsobligaties (de zogeheten ,euro-obligaties”) worden drie algemene
opties gepresenteerd en wordt nader ingegaan op de problemen die de gemeenschappelijke emissie van dergelijke
obligaties met zich mee kunnen brengen (zoals onder meer ,moral hazard”), zonder dat echter een voorkeur voor één
van de geschetste benaderingen wordt uitgesproken. In het groenboek wordt aangevoerd dat gemeenschappelijke
emissie alle lidstaten ten goede kan komen, zelfs die waarvoor er momenteel van een lage rente op staatsobligaties
sprake is. De emissie van stabiliteitsobligaties kan resulteren in het ontstaan van een zeer grote en liquide markt en,
afhankelijk van de institutionele kenmerken ervan, zeer veilige effecten. Een dergelijke markt kan ook een belangrijke
rol spelen als mondiaal ijkpunt. Al deze factoren kunnen ertoe leiden dat de rendementen van stabiliteitsobligaties
teruglopen tot eenzelfde of zelfs een lager peil dan de huidige rendementen van benchmarkobligaties. Een ander
voordeel voor alle lidstaten is dat de staatsobligatiemarkten in de eurozone zich zullen stabiliseren, mede omdat
Nederlandse banken minder aan nationale obligaties van kwetsbare lidstaten zullen zijn blootgesteld en omdat ook in
andere lidstaten gevestigde banken, die als tegenpartijen van de Nederlandse banken fungeren, minder aan hun
nationale overheidsemittent zullen zijn blootgesteld. In het groenboek wordt vrij uitvoerig ingegaan op het probleem
van de ,moral hazard”. Daarbij wordt erop gewezen dat de omvang van dit probleem en de mogelijke oplossingen
ervan (waarvan er diverse in het groenboek worden genoemd) in doorslaggevende mate athangen van de specifieke
benadering die voor de invoering van stabiliteitsobligaties wordt gekozen.

De ratificatie van het ESM-Verdrag door de nationale parlementen staat los van de implicaties van de EU-Verdragen
voor de emissie van stabiliteitsobligaties. De juridische aspecten van de invoering van stabiliteitsobligaties zijn sterk
afhankelijk van de gekozen optie en vereisen verdere analyse. Het is niet uitgesloten dat artikel 125 VWEU moet
worden gewijzigd om stabiliteitsobligaties onder een op hoofdelijke garanties gebaseerde regeling uit te geven.

De vele vragen die de mogelijke emissie van stabiliteitsobligaties oproept, vereisen verder onderzoek, onder meer van
het institutionele kader en van de interactie van dit kader met het ESM.
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Question for written answer E-001050/12
to the Commission
Barry Madlener (NI)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Eurobonds

1. Canthe Commission indicate what the incremental costs — notably interest costs — will be for the Netherlands
if a decision is taken to issue Eurobonds in future? (According to approach 1: a complete replacement of national
issues by Eurobonds, with joint and several guarantees)

2. What is the current status of the legal implications of Articles 125 and 352 of the Treaty on the Functioning of
the European Union for the issuing of Eurobonds?

3. How does the Commission propose to avoid ‘moral hazard’ affecting the conduct of Member States? Especially
where a strict budgetary discipline threatens to affect and/or affects the economic competitiveness of the Member
State in question?

4. Canthe Commission provide a short explanation why the issuing of Eurobonds, provided, of course, that this is
carried out in line with the European Treaties in force, serves the Netherlands’ interests better than the current system
of national bonds? After all, the markets will probably rate the credit quality of Eurobonds as lower or even much
lower than that of the current Dutch state bonds (the Commission’s Green Paper does say that the credit quality of
Eurobonds would primarily depend on the credit rating of the participating Member States and the underlying
guarantee structure).

5. Suppose that not all the parliaments of all the Member States will ratify the forthcoming ESM Treaty, and not
even 90 % of them. Would that mean then that approach 1 for Eurobonds would only work after the EU Treaties have
been amended?

6. Is there already a clear division of tasks between the management of the ESM and the Debt Management
Agency?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(12 April 2012)

The Commission’s Green Paper on Stability Bonds (i.e. so-called ‘Eurobonds’) presented three generic options, as well
as issues related to the common issuance, such as moral hazard, while not endorsing any of these approaches. It
argued that common issuance could benefit all Member States, even those currently enjoying low interest rates on
government bonds. Stability Bonds could create a very large and liquid market, and depending on the institutional
features, very safe securities. Such a market could also play an important role as a global benchmark. These factors
could let Stability Bonds yields fall to or even below levels for current benchmark issuers. An additional benefit for all
Member States stems from a stabilisation of government bond markets in the euro area, also due to reducing Dutch
banks’ exposure to national bonds of vulnerable Member States, as well as reduced exposure of banks in other
Member States, which are counterparties of Dutch banks, to their national sovereign issuer. The Green Paper
discusses the challenge of moral hazard quite extensively, arguing that its extent, and possible remedies, of which
several are mentioned in the Green paper, would crucially depend on specific approach chosen for Stability Bonds.

The ratification of the ESM Treaty by national parliaments is independent of the implications of EU Treaties for the
issuance of Stability Bonds. The legal considerations for Stability Bonds would depend very much on the chosen
option and require further analysis. Article 125 TFEU may have to be modified for the issuing of Stability Bonds in a
joint and several guarantee scheme.

Many issues surrounding the possible issuance of Stability Bonds require further analysis, including the institutional
framework and its interaction with the ESM.



26.3.2013

Enionpun Egnpepida e Euponaikrs Eveorg

C88E/79

(English version)

Question for written answer E-001051/12
to the Commission
David Martin (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Enforcement by France of Directive on Welfare of Pigs

In 2010 the Food and Veterinary Office produced a report evaluating the implementation of controls for animal
welfare on farms in France: DG (SANCO) 2010-8390. The report stated that routine tail docking was carried out on
all the farms visited (contrary to Point 8 of Chapter I of Annex I to Directive 2008/120/EC). The report also stated that
there was a general lack of manipulable material and that insufficiently clear guidance was given by the French central
competent authority (CCA) regarding the requirement to provide manipulable material for pigs. For example, the use
of chains was considered by the CCA to be in line with the legislation. However, the Commission made it clear in its
answer to a written question (E-5360/09) that since indestructible objects such as chains are not sufficient to provide
for the manipulatory need of pigs ‘they may be used as supplement to destructible and rooting materials but not as a
substitute for them’.

The FVO concluded that gaps in the guidelines together with poor enforcement action resulted in major deficiencies
in the French pig sector, including mutilations, not having been addressed by the competent authority.

— Is the Commission satisfied that the French CCA is no longer advising that chains meet the requirements of Point 4
of Chapter [ of Annex I to Directive 2008/120/EC?

— Is the Commission satisfied that France is now properly enforcing Points 4 and 8 of Chapter I of Annex I to the
directive?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(19 March 2012)

The report DG(SANC0)/2010-8390 (') of the audit carried out in France by the Commission (¥, highlighted
deficiencies in the system of controls on welfare of pigs. In line with those conclusions, the Commission made
recommendations to the French authorities to ensure that actions are taken to correct the deficiencies regarding the
implementation of Directive 2008/120/EC () and in particular regarding the avoidance of routine tail docking and
the provisions of proper enrichment materials.

The French authorities provided an action plan (*) to the Commission where they indicate that they revised
instructions to their staff performing animal welfare controls. In addition, an ordinance was subsequently issued to
simplify and extend the scope of enforcement actions that inspectors can use in case of deficiencies.

A further animal welfare audit is planned by the FVO for the second semester of 2012. On that basis, the Commission
will be able to assess whether the corrective measures put in place by the French authorities have been effective in
addressing the deficiencies observed.

http:/[ec.europa.eu/food/fvo[rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=2468.

Inspection service of Directorate-General ‘Health and Consumers’ (FVO — Food and Veterinary Office located in Grange, Ireland).
OJL47,18.2.2009.

‘) Theaction plan of the French authorities is available at http:|[ec.europa.eu/food/fvo[apfap_fr_2010-8390.pdf
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Question for written answer E-001052/12
to the Commission
David Martin (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Lift safety

Can the Commission indicate the number of deaths and injuries annually in lift accidents for the EU-15, for the five
years prior to the introduction of the lifts directive (95/16/EC) in 1995?

Answer given by Mr Tajani on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

The Commission does not have data on accidents caused by lifts prior to the introduction of the Lifts Directive
(95/16[EC).

The only data used for the assessment of economic and social impact of the Lifts Directive proposal (which was
provided by the European Elevators Association) indicated the low number of accidents caused by lifts (two-three per
year in France only) when the total number of lifts used in the EU was 2 500 000 of which 1 500 000 were more than
20 years old.
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Question for written answer E-001053/12
to the Commission
David Martin (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Escalator safety

Can the Commission indicate the number of deaths and injuries annually in escalator accidents for the EU-15, for the
five years prior to the introduction of the machinery safety directive (2006/42/EC) in 2006?

Answer given by Mr Tajani on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

The Commission does not have collection of data on fatal accidents or injuries caused by escalators prior to the
introduction of the Machinery Directive (2006/42/EC).

The total number of accidents related to escalators according to the European Lifts Association statistics for 2008-
2010 reached 147. No fatal accident was recorded. The following countries of the EU-15 provided their data:
Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, United Kingdom.
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Question for written answer E-001054/12
to the Commission
David Martin (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Cableway safety

Can the Commission indicate the number of deaths and injuries annually in cableway accidents for the EU-15, for the
five years prior to the introduction of the ‘Cableway’ directive (2000/9/EC) in 2000?

Answer given by Mr Tajani on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

The Commission does not have data on fatal accidents or injuries in cableway installations for the EU-15 prior to the
introduction of the Cableways Directive 2000/9/EC.
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Epomon pe aitnpa ypantig anavimong E-001055/12
npog v Enrtpor)
Spyros Danellis (S&D)
(7 dePpouvapiov 2012)

Oépa: Méyiota Emitpenta Opia yia Bapéa Métala

Ye Serypatolnyiec mou Katd Kapoug yivovial 0g VOMa yewpyikd mpoiovta oty Eupenaikn Eveoon aviyvevovtar fapéa
pétalAa, 6mec o udPAPYUPOS, TO APTGEVIKO, TO VIKENIO, TO XP®LLO, 0 XAAKOG Kat 0 Weuddpyupog, yia Ta omoia dev xouv
Kkadopiodel avartata emtpentd opia ot eninedo EE (Euponaikog Kavoviopog (EK) apd. 1881/2006).

Epotaron 1) Emrtpor):

1. Tt dev &xouv opiodel avortata enrtpenta Opia yia autd ta fapéa pétakla og vond yeopyikd npoiovia;

2. Tloeg givat ot cuvITKe oTig onoieg ta fapéa autd petaNha eivat TOEIKA ) KApKIVOYOva;

3. Toieg eivat 01 GUVITKEG TIOU TPOKANOLY T| GUYKEVIPWOT] AUTOV TV Bapéwv peTIAA®Y OE VOTA YEOPYIKA TPOIOVTa;
4. Emnpeatet ) ptdodog avehuong Tou XprjotHoToLEITaL TIG THIEG CUYKEVTPWOT]G ToU delyvel 1) aviyveuor);

5. Emnpedler o ypovog éxdeor|s o auta ta fapéa petalha, HEow GUVEXOUS YNNG TPOPIHAV (e UWNAT CUYKEVTPWOT| OF
auTd, TOV KIvOUVO TOU dLarTpExeL 1] UYELa TwV MONLTOV;

6.  Tlpotidetan va mpofei ot My petpov o 0An v EE, Gote va dtacpakiodel i ac@aleia e EUpONAIKNS YEOPYIKTS
napayeyns kat ) vyeia twv nokrtev e EE; Edv vat, mota da eivat ta pétpa andAutng mpotepatdtTag;

Anavrion tou «. Dalli €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtpornig
(22 Mapriov 2012)

Ta petaMa undpyouv oto mepifalhov ka eivar duvatdv va mpoépyoviar and SiAQOpES MNYEG, QUOIKES (QPUIOTELKT]
dpaompiotta, anooddpwor Ppaywv) i avdpaenoyeveis (Bropnyavikn dpactnpiotta, kavor anoppipdtey, anopnta). H
OUYKEVTPWOT] HETAANNGY 0Ta VONA YEOPYIKA TTPOIOVTA Yivetar €ite 1ésw Twv pilov and ta kaAhiepyolpeva edagn eite pe
anodeon péow tou aépa. Ta enineda petaMov ota kaNkiepyoupeva edagn eivar duvatov va avéndouv Aoye TG xprione
Nnacpatev, QUTOPApHAK®Y, KOTPLAG Kal IAUOG Kadapiopol AUpdtey, kadde kat Aoy Tn¢ anodeong HEcw Tou agpa.

Avortata 0pia yia tov udpapyupo kadopilovtar povo yia ta papia kat ta JoAacoa eneidr] T TPOPIHA QUTA TEPLEXOUV TNV
To€1K0TEP Hop UdpapyUpou kar pedulikol uSpapylpou. Tta VeOMA yeopylka mpoiovia, elval Suvatdv va umdpyel
avopyavog udpapyupog o omoiog eivar Ayotepo tofikos and tov peduliko udpapyupo. H Emrtponr| éxer {nuioet and v
Euponaix Apyn yia v Aceddeia tov Tpogipov (EFSA) va emkaiporoujoet ) yvopodotmon g yia tov udpapyupo n
onoia eiye exdodel o 2004. H emkaipornoiron avtr da eivar Siadéorpn ota péoa tou 2012. Me faon ) yvopn me EFSA
OYETIKA 1€ TNV €KVEOT TOV KATAVAAWTAY 0TO apoeviko, 1) Emitporn efetdler emi tou mapovtog Ty 16aymyr] avotatoy oplov
yia o apoevikd oo pULt. H oulinon ouveyiletar pe ta kpatn péln o texviko eninedo.

Ewg tdpa Sev éxouv diatunwdel avrouyies yia v acQAELa TwY TPOPIHWV, 60OV apopd TO VIKEMO, TOV Yeudapyupo kat Tov
XCAKO OTQ VOTIA YEOPYIKA TIPOTOVTA, Ot OTIOLEG VA AMAITOUV PUIHIOTIKEG EVEPYELES.

O xavoviopog (EK) 3332007 (') yia tov kadopiopd pedodwv Setypatodqyiac kot avalvong anartel o1 avadutikés pedodot
TIOU XPT|OLHOTIOIOUVTAL Yia TOUG EMIoNHOUG eNEyyoug va mAnpouv opiopéva kprtipla emidoone. Ot pédodor mpémel va
enkupvovtal Gote va dtacpaliletal ot n ouykévipwor ota tpo@pa dev ennpealetar and ) pedodo mou xprjotponoteitar.

() Kavoviopog (EK) apd. 333/2007 g Emtponric, e 28n¢ Maptiou 2007, yia tov kadopiopd pedddwv derypatonyiag kar avdluong yia tov enionpo
E\eyxo tov emméduv poAufdou, kadpiou, udpapyUpou, avopyavou kasartépou, 3-povoxhopomnponavodiohng kat fevio[ aJmupeviou ota tpogipa (EE L 88
™6 29.3.2007, 0. 29).
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Question for written answer E-001055/12
to the Commission
Spyros Danellis (S&D)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Maximum permissible limits applicable to heavy metals

Heavy metals such as mercury, arsenic, nickel, chromium, copper and zinc, are detected in sampling operations
performed from time to time on fresh agricultural products; for such substances there are no maximum permissible
limits defined at EU level (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006).

Will the Commission answer the following:

1. Why have maximum permissible limits not been established for these heavy metals in fresh agricultural
products?

2. Under what conditions are these heavy metals toxic or carcinogenic?
3. What conditions cause such heavy metals to concentrate in fresh agricultural products?
4. Does the method of analysis affect the concentration levels detected?

5. Does the period of exposure to these heavy metals, through the continuous consumption of foods containing
high concentrations of such metals, affect the risk to citizens’ health?

6.  Does the Commission intend to adopt EU-wide measures to ensure the safety of European agricultural
production and the health of EU citizens? If so, which measures will be given top priority?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(22 March 2012)

Metals are present in the environment from multiple sources which can be natural ones (volcanic activity, weathering
of rocks) as well as anthropogenic ones (industrial activity, waste incineration, waste water). Fresh agricultural
products can accumulate metals by root uptake from agricultural soils or by air deposition. Metal levels in agricultural
soils can be increased by the use of fertilisers, pesticides, manure and sewage sludge, as well as by air deposition.

Maximum levels for mercury are established for fish and seafood only as these foodstuffs contain the most toxic form
of mercury, the methyl mercury. In fresh agricultural products, inorganic mercury may be present which is less toxic
than methyl mercury. The Commission asked the European Food and Safety Agency (EFSA) to update their 2004
opinion on mercury. This update will be available by mid-2012. Based upon an EFSA-opinion about consumer
exposure to arsenic, the Commission is currently considering the introduction of maximum levels for arsenic in rice.
The discussion is still ongoing at technical level with the Member States.

No food safety concerns have been raised so far with regards to nickel, zinc and copper in fresh agricultural products
requiring regulatory action.

Regulation (EC) No 333/2007 (') on sampling and analysis requires certain performance criteria to be met by
analytical methods used in official control. The methods must be validated which ensures that the concentration in
the foodstuffs are not affected by the method used.

() Regulation (EC) No 333/2007 of 28 March 2007 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis fort he official control of the levels of lead,
cadmium, mercury, inorganic tin, 3-MCPD and benzo(a)pyrene in foodstuffs (O] L 88, 29.3.2007, p. 29).
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001056/12
alla Commissione
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: Diffusione di internet e dialogo tra cittadini e pubbliche amministrazioni negli Stati membri

Secondo un articolo pubblicato su uno dei maggiori quotidiani del paese, in Italia quattro famiglie su dieci non si sono
mai connesse a internet.

Anche il dato percentuale di cittadini che negli ultimi 3 mesi hanno inviato o ricevuto un documento della pubblica
amministrazione online ¢ significativamente basso: appena il 10,7 %. Un dato peggiorato negli ultimi due anni visto
che trail 2008 eil 2010 si ¢ registrata una riduzione di quasi due punti percentuali: nel 2006 I'Ttalia eraal 13,7 %.

Alla luce dei fatti sopraesposti, si chiede alla Commissione:
1. Puo tracciare un quadro europeo sulla diffusione di internet nelle popolazioni dei vari Stati membri?

2. Puo tracciare un quadro europeo sul dialogo telematico tra i cittadini e le pubbliche amministrazioni nei vari
Stati membri?

3. Quali provvedimenti intende assumere per promuovere l'utilizzo di internet nelle fasce di popolazione che
soffrono maggiormente del Digital divide?

Risposta data da Neelie Kroes a nome della Commissione
(6 marzo 2012)

La Commissione rendera noti i dati del 2011 relativi all'uso di internet nei vari Stati membri nel Digital Agenda
Scoreboard (quadro di valutazione dell'agenda digitale) di quest'anno, la cui pubblicazione ¢ prevista per maggio
2012. Nel frattempo ¢ possibile consultare i dati relativi al 2010, contenuti nella stessa pubblicazione dello scorso
anno, agli indirizzi web riportati nelle note a pi¢ di pagina (').

Negli Stati membri esiste un gran numero di attivita relativa al dialogo telematico tra cittadini e pubbliche ammini-
strazioni. Le esperienze spaziano, ad esempio, dal miglioramento dei servizi pubblici alla segnalazione di problemi
che necessitano di una soluzione a livello locale, da consultazioni online riguardo alla legislazione proposta a petizio-
ni online. Un esempio di dialogo relativo ad una questione locale ¢ dato dal coinvolgimento dei cittadini nella riquali-
ficazione della stazione centrale di Ulm in Germania (?). Un altro esempio di progetto a livello nazionale & costituito
dal progetto estone TID (Today I Decide(’), che permette alle organizzazioni governative e non governative che cerca-
no di dare ai cittadini la possibilita di prendere l'iniziativa, di proporre e discutere le nuove normative.

L’agenda digitale europea mira a dimezzare entro il 2015 la percentuale di persone che non hanno mai usato internet
nell'UE 27, portandola al 15 %. A tal fine, nel 2012 la Commissione sostiene due importanti attivita di sensibilizzazio-
ne che coinvolgono tutta I'Europa: la settimana della navigazione in rete (Get Online Week (*) e la settimana europea
delle competenze digitali (e-Skills Week), entrambe previste per il periodo dal 26 al 30 marzo di quest'anno. Sono
inoltre disponibili finanziamenti nell’ambito del programma PSP (programma di sostegno alla cooperazione) CIP
(programma per la competitivita e 'innovazione) TIC (tecnologie dell'informazione e delle comunicazioni) 2012, e,
nell'ambito del quadro europeo delle qualifiche, vengono compiuti notevoli sforzi per migliorare le competenze dei
tecnici e degli utenti delle TIC. Oltre a cio, la tabella di marcia di Danzica (), che costituisce il risultato della collabora-
zione tra le parti interessate in tutta Europa, definisce aree d’azione concrete.

() htp:
http:,

Jec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/scoreboard/index_en.htm
Jec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/scoreboard/docs|pillar/egovernment.pdf
http://www.ulm-citybahnhof.de/

http://tom.riik.ee/

www.getonlineweek.eu

’)  www.innodig.eu

[ >
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Question for written answer E-001056/12
to the Commission
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Increased use of the Internet and dialogue between citizens and public administrations in the Member States

According to an article published in one of the main Italian daily newspapers, four families in ten in Italy have never
used the Internet.

Even the percentage of people who have sent or received public administration documents online over the last
3 months is significantly low, i.e. just 10.7 %. And the figure has fallen in the last two years. Between 2008 and 2010,
there was a decrease of almost two per cent. In 2006, it stood at 13.7 %.

In light of these facts, the Commission is asked to answer the following:
1. Willit provide an overview of Internet use in the various Member States?

2. Will it provide an overview of online dialogue between citizens and public administrations in the various
Member States?

3. What measures does it intend to take to promote Internet in in the population groups which suffer most from
the digital divide?

Answer given by Ms Kroes on behalf of the Commission
(6 March 2012)

The Commission will be releasing 2011 data on Internet use in the various Member States in its Digital Agenda
Scoreboard publication due by May 2012. For the moment you can find the 2010 data in last year’s publication at the
URL in the footnotes (') .

There is a proliferation of activities in the Member States around online dialogue between citizens and public
administrations. The experiences range from e.g. improving public services, to reporting tasks which need fixing in
the neighbourhood, to online consultations of proposed legislation and ePetition activities. One example of a
dialogue on a local issue is the involvement of citizens in the redevelopment of the Ulm Central Station in
Germany (*). Another example of a project at national level is the Estonian TID project (Today I Decide (*)) which
enables governmental and non-governmental organisations that are looking for a solution to allow citizens to take
the initiative in proposing and discussing new regulation.

The Digital Agenda for Europe aims at halving the share of individuals in the EU-27 who have never used the Internet
to 15 % by 2015. To this end, in 2012 the Commission supports two major awareness activities across Europe; the
Get Online Week (*) and the e-Skills Week, both taking place from March 26-30, 2012. In addition, there is relevant
funding available from CIP ICT PSP programme 2012, while significant efforts are undertaken on competences of ICT
practitioners and users, in the context of the European Qualifications Framework. Additionally, the Gdansk
Roadmap (°), which is the result of stakeholders around Europe already working together, sets out concrete areas for
action.

() htp:
http:,

Jec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/scoreboard/index_en.htm
Jec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/scoreboard/docs|pillar/egovernment.pdf
http://www.ulm-citybahnhof.de/

http://tom.riik.ee/

www.getonlineweek.eu

’)  www.innodig.eu
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001057/12
alla Commissione (Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante)
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)

(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VP[HR — Embargo europeo sul petrolio dall'lran

A seguito dell'embargo europeo sul petrolio dall'Iran, in modo da tagliare le sue fonti di finanziamento al programma
atomico, e del congelamento dei beni della Banca centrale iraniana nell'UE per impedire ogni transazione fra Teheran
e I'Occidente, si temono ora ripercussioni conseguenti alla dichiarazione di Teheran sulla chiusura dello stretto di
Hormuz. Tale notizia ha messo in allarme gli Stati Uniti e porterebbe a un intervento della marina da guerra
americana: la portaerei Abraham Lincoln ¢ gia nel Golfo Persico.

Teheran parla di embargo ingiusto, incompatibile con la crisi economica dei paesi dell'UE e avverte che non cambiera
linea. Uno scontro militare dellOccidente con ITran avrebbe sviluppi potenzialmente devastanti per 'economia
europea e anche 'embargo da solo, che comprende importazione, acquisto e trasporto del petrolio, non € una scelta
gratuita.

L'Iran esporta 2,5 milioni di barili di petrolio al giorno, per il 20 % in Europa. Ltalia ¢ il primo paese importatore
nell'UE, e il quarto al mondo dopo Cina, Giappone e India.

Alla luce dei fatti sovraesposti, puo il Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante far sapere:

Come intenda garantire la sicurezza dell'approvvigionamento energetico ed attuare misure e creare partenariati che
garantiscano la sicurezza degli approvvigionamenti energetici in un contesto di vulnerabilita delle importazioni,
come risulta in seguito allembargo sul petrolio iraniano, e di incertezza sugli approvvigionamenti futuri?

Risposta data da Giinther Oettinger a nome della Commissione
(15 marzo 2012)

Alla luce della recente decisione di rafforzare le sanzioni dellUE relative al settore energetico iraniano, la
Commissione svolge un monitoraggio continuo del mercato ed & pronta ad affrontare gli ulteriori sviluppi. Le
ripercussioni del divieto di importazione imposto dall'UE dipenderanno in gran parte dalla reazione degli altri
produttori e dagli acquirenti asiatici di petrolio iraniano.

Le preoccupazioni espresse da alcuni Stati membri relative alla disponibilita di taluni greggi sono reali e
comprensibili. Tuttavia, gli altri paesi produttori come ad esempio I’Arabia Saudita hanno segnalato la loro capacita e
disponibilita a soddisfare la crescente domanda di petrolio dei clienti esistenti.

11 pacchetto di sanzioni comprende un periodo di transizione per contratti gia conclusi, che concedera una certo
periodo di tempo per adeguarsi alla misura. Si procedera a un riesame per fare il punto degli effetti della misura prima
della data limite, in particolare per quanto riguarda gli aspetti specifici di alcuni Stati membri. Le scorte dell’'UE
attualmente sono a livelli adeguati (120 giorni).

La Commissione ¢ pronta ad aiutare gli Stati membri colpiti dalle sanzioni a cercare forniture alternative di greggio, se
necessario.



C88E|88 Enionpun Egnpepida e Euponaikrs Eveorg 26.3.2013

(English version)

Question for written answer E-001057/12
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — European embargo on oil from Iran

Following the embargo imposed by the EU on oil from Iran in order to cut off the nuclear programme’s sources of
funding, and the freezing of the assets of the Iranian central bank in the EU to prevent any transactions between Iran
and the West, there are now fears that there will be repercussions following Iran’s statement on closing the Strait of
Hormuz. This development has alarmed the United States and could lead to intervention by US marines: the aircraft
carrier Abraham Lincoln is already in the Persian Gulf.

Iran says that the embargo is unjust and incompatible with the economic crisis in the EU countries, and warns that it
will not change its course of action. A military clash between the West and Iran could have a potentially devastating
effect on the European economy, and even the embargo alone, which covers the import, purchase and transport of
oil, is not a choice that is devoid of consequences.

Iran exports 2.5 million barrels of oil a day, 20 % of which goes to Europe. Italy is the EU’s largest importer and the
world’s fourth largest importer after China, Japan and India.

In light of the above, can the Vice-President/High Representative state:

how she intends to ensure security of energy supply and to put in place the necessary measures and partnerships with
a view to that end, given the precarious import situation resulting from the embargo on Iranian oil, as well as the
uncertainty regarding future supplies?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(15 March 2012)

In light of the recent decision on enhance EU sanctions affecting the Iranian energy sector, the Commission is
continuously monitoring the market and stands ready to address further developments. Impacts of the EU import ban
will largely depend on the reaction of other producers and Asian buyers of Iranian oil.

Concerns expressed by some Member States regarding the availability of certain crudes are valid and understandable.
However, other producer countries such as Saudi Arabia have indicated their ability and readiness to satisfy increasing
demand for its oil for existing customers.

The sanctions package includes a transition period for prior contracts, which will allow some time to adjust to the
measure. A review is built in to take stock of effects of the measure before the cut-off date, in particular with regard to
the specific concerns of some Member States. EU stocks are currently at adequate levels (120 days).

The Commission stands ready to help Member States affected by the sanctions to investigate alternative crude
supplies if needed.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001058/12
alla Commissione
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: Frodi mediche ed azione UE

In Italia sono stati scoperti falsi dentisti che operavano ignari clienti con l'aiuto di due medici prestanome. La prima ¢
una donna, rappresentante di commercio che nella sua abitazione aveva allestito un ambulatorio per operazioni di
chirurgia estetica, e il secondo si spacciava da odontoiatra e curava decine di persone senza averne i requisiti. Questa ¢
la scoperta della Guardia di Finanza di Bergamo (Italia), nellambito di un'indagine denominata «sanita sicuran. I
militari hanno denunciato sei persone e sequestrato due ambulatori in un centro medico di Seriate, dove hanno
sorpreso al lavoro i due falsi medici.

Complessivamente sono state sequestrate circa 400 confezioni di medicinali, prodotti cosmetici e anabolizzanti per
un valore di circa ventimila euro. I finanzieri hanno inoltre scoperto che nel centro medico, oltre alle cure dentistiche
abusive, venivano effettuate anche prestazioni medico-estetiche, quali infiltrazioni di botulino e di acido ialuronico.

Tutto cid senza che nessuno dei medici fosse abilitato all'esercizio della professione, all'insaputa dei clienti.
In considerazione di quanto premesso, puo la Commissione rispondere ai seguenti quesiti:
1. Eil documento COM(2008)0837 del 15 dicembre 2008 sulla sicurezza dei pazienti applicabile al caso esposto?

2. Quali azioni ha messo in atto a favore della sicurezza dei pazienti e, fermo restando che la competenza in
materia rimane dei singoli paesi, in che modo sta stimolando la cooperazione tra gli Stati membri in materia di
sostegno allo sviluppo di sistemi, procedure e strumenti piut sicuri?

Risposta data da John Dalli a nome della Commissione
(14 marzo 2012)

Gli Stati membri sono responsabili dell'organizzazione e della fornitura di servizi sanitari e di assistenza medica,
compresa la responsabilita per il controllo delle qualifiche degli operatori della sanita.

La raccomandazione 2009/C 151/01 del Consiglio () del 9 giugno 2009 sulla sicurezza dei pazienti, comprese la
prevenzione e il controllo delle infezioni associate all'assistenza sanitaria, non ¢ applicabile alla situazione di coloro
che, sprovvisti di qualifiche mediche, espletano illegalmente le mansioni di operatore sanitario. Tale
raccomandazione espone una serie di misure da attuarsi sia a livello degli Stati membri che di UE al fine di affrontare
le problematiche legate alla sicurezza dei pazienti e di assicurare un’assistenza sanitaria quanto pit sicura possibile per
tutti i pazienti europei nell'UE. Essa pero non affronta la questione delle qualifiche formali degli operatori della sanita.
Per attuare la raccomandazione del Consiglio summenzionata, nel piano di lavoro 2012 del programma Salute ¢
prevista un’azione comune per la sicurezza dei pazienti e la qualita dell’assistenza finalizzata a costituire una rete di
sostegno per gli Stati membri e le parti interessate al fine di condividere buone pratiche volte al miglioramento della
sicurezza dei pazienti.

La legislazione dell'UE, segnatamente la direttiva sulle qualifiche professionali (*) fissa le regole per il riconoscimento
reciproco delle qualifiche mediche acquisite in un altro Stato membro. Le disposizioni della direttiva non risultano
applicarsi al presente caso, poiché nessuna delle persone coinvolte possedeva una qualifica medica e pertanto non vi ¢
nessun elemento attinente al riconoscimento transfrontaliero delle qualifiche nell'UE.

() http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=0J:C:2009:151:SOM:en:HTML.
()  Direttiva 2005/36/CE relativa al riconoscimento delle qualifiche professionali, GUL255 del 30.9.2005.



C88E[90

Enionpun Egnpepida e Euponaikrs Eveorg

26.3.2013

(English version)

Question for written answer E-001058/12
to the Commission
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: Medical frauds and EU action

In Italy, sham dentists have been uncovered who were operating on unsuspecting clients with the help of two doctors
acting as front-men. The first is a woman, a sales representative who had fitted out a cosmetic surgery clinic in her
home, while the second passed himself off as a dental surgeon who treated dozens of patients without having the
necessary qualifications. This discovery was made by the Guardia di Finanza (Fiscal Police) in Bergamo, Italy, as part of
an investigation entitled ‘sanita sicura’ (‘safe health’). The police charged six people and raided two clinics in a medical
centre in Seriate, where they surprised the two fake dentists at work.

Overall, around 400 boxes of medicines, cosmetic products and anabolic steroids were seized with a value of around
EUR 20 000. The police also discovered that in the medical centre, in addition to unlawful dental treatment, cosmetic
treatments such as botulinum toxin injections and hyaluronic acid injections were also being carried out.

All of this took place, unbeknown to their clients, without any of the doctors being professionally qualified.
In light of the above, can the Commission answer the following questions:
1. Isdocument COM(2008)0837 of 15 December 2008 on patient safety applicable in this case?

2. What action has it taken to ensure patient safety and, on the understanding that competence in this matter
remains with the individual countries concerned, how is it fostering cooperation between Member States in
regard to supporting the development of safer systems, procedures and instruments?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(14 March 2012)

Member States are responsible for the organisation and delivery of health services and medical care, including the
responsibility for the control of the qualifications of medical professionals.

The Council Recommendation (2009/C 151/01) (') of 9 June 2009 on patient safety, including the prevention and
control of healthcare associated infections, to which the Honourable Member refers, is not applicable to the situation
of people with no medical qualifications illegally performing the tasks of a health professional. This recommendation
puts forward a series of measures to be implemented both at Member State and EU level with the aim of addressing
the patient safety challenge and ensuring the safest possible healthcare for all European patients in the EU. However, it
does not address the formal qualifications of healthcare professionals. To implement the abovementioned Council
recommendation, a joint action on patient safety and quality of care — foreseen in the 2012 work plan of the Health
Programme — will provide a network to support Member States and stakeholders in sharing good practices for
improving patient safety.

EU legislation — the Professional Qualifications Directive (}) — provides for rules on the mutual recognition of
medical qualifications acquired in another EU Member State. The provisions of the directive do not seem to apply to
this case as none of the persons involved had medical qualifications and there is no element of EU cross-border
recognition of qualifications.

() http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=0J:C:2009:151:SOM:en:HTML.
()  Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications, OJ L 255 30.9.2005.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001059/12
alla Commissione (Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante)
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)

(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VP/HR — Ripresa delle ostilita in Libia

Un consistente gruppo di nostalgici, equipaggiato con razzi e mitraglie pesanti, ha preso il controllo della cittadina
rimasta fino all'ultimo schierata con il Colonnello. La notizia ¢ stata confermata dal portavoce del Consiglio locale
della citta, Mahmud el Werfelli. Negli scontri sono morti quattro miliziani del Cnt (Consiglio nazionale di transizione,
l'organismo che governa la nuova Libia) e altri venti sono stati feriti. Bani Walid ¢ stata una delle ultime difese
gheddafiane a cadere: evidentemente non ¢ mai stata davvero pacificata.

Ma l'intero paese ¢ scosso da tensioni inquietanti. L'epicentro ¢ Bengasi, la capitale della Cirenaica, la prima grande
citta a ribellarsi al Rais e ora sempre pili insofferente rispetto agli equilibri che si stanno formando al vertice.

La transizione, dunque, si sta rivelando un percorso pieno di insidie e ancora segnato dalla violenza. Il regime
provvisorio, fra dimissioni annunciate come quelle di Abdel Hafiz Ghoga (Vicepresidente nazionale del Consiglio
nazionale di transizione) e di Hafed Gaddur (ambasciatore libico in Italia), appare paralizzato e impotente di fronte
alla ripresa delle ostilita in Libia.

Tutto cio premesso, si chiede al Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante:

1. Intende I'UE appropriarsi del dossier Libia, per smorzare sul nascere il rischio di ulteriori frammentazioni tra i
paesi alleati e far sentire il suo peso insieme con altre forze internazionali come la NATO e le Nazioni Unite,
evitando cosi la problematica uscita positiva dalla crisi attuale?

2. Intende il Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante affrontare, oltre la sola questione libica, in modo pili compiuto
tutto il complesso dossier dei mutamenti politici in corso nel mondo arabo, con soluzioni di lungo periodo ed
ampia prospettiva che vadano dall'aiuto, alla modernizzazione e democratizzazione di questi paesi, sino alla
gestione dei problemi di sicurezza della regione mediterranea (terrorismo, criminalita organizzata, movimenti
migratori, conflittualita regionali eccetera)?

Risposta data dall’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(23 aprile 2012)

1. L'UE collabora attivamente con le autorita libiche, sostenendo i loro sforzi per guidare il paese nel difficile
processo di transizione verso l'elezione di un Consiglio nazionale, prevista per giugno 2012. A tal fine, I'approccio
dell'UE si articola nei seguenti punti: i) avviare un dialogo con le autorita libiche a tutti i livelli per affrontare le
necessita del paese e la situazione in atto sul territorio; ii) fornire assistenza urgente ove necessario per la
stabilizzazione a breve e medio termine. Ad oggi, I'Unione ha messo a disposizione 30 milioni di EUR, che si
sommano agli 80,5 milioni di EUR stanziati per l'assistenza umanitaria. Per il 2012, altri 50 milioni di EUR sono a
disposizione per la Libia. L'UE sta altresi realizzando una serie di valutazioni delle esigenze in settori chiave, quali la
gestione delle frontiere, la societa civile e i media; iii) sostenere la societa civile e altri soggetti impegnati in Libia; iv)
rafforzare la presenza dell’'UE in Libia attraverso la Delegazione in loco; v) intrattenere un dialogo con i partner
internazionali, fra cui 'Organizzazione del trattato dellAtlantico del Nord (NATO) e le Nazioni Unite (ONU);
vi) rendere gradualmente accessibili vari programmi dellUE volti ad aiutare il paese nella transizione verso la
democrazia e la ripresa economica.

2. Per quanto concerne la regione in senso piti ampio, I'Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente si ¢ impegnata fin
dall'inizio della Primavera araba a sostegno dei processi di transizione democratica, insieme ai partner dell'Unione e
agli altri attori internazionali quali 'ONU e la Lega araba. La Commissione ha inoltre messo a punto una serie di
risposte, contenute nelle comunicazioni congiunte di marzo 2011 e maggio 2011, per contribuire a realizzare le
aspirazioni dei popoli della regione. Queste risposte prevedono, tra le altre cose, un maggiore sostegno finanziario a
favore della regione, un migliore accesso al mercato, partenariati per la mobilita e il rafforzamento della cooperazione
settoriale.
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Question for written answer E-001059/12
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — Renewal of hostilities in Libya

A sizeable group of diehards, equipped with rockets and heavy machine guns, have taken control of the small town
which was until the very last a stronghold of Colonel Gaddafi. This has been confirmed by the municipal council
spokesperson, Mahmud el Werfelli. During the fighting, four militants of the NTC (National Transitional Council, the
governing body of the new Libya) were killed and another twenty were injured. Bani Walid was one of the last Gaddafi
defences to fall: clearly it has never really ended hostilities.

At the same time tensions are growing alarmingly throughout the country. The epicentre is Benghazi, the capital of
Cyrenaica and the first major city to revolt against the Rais. It is now growing increasingly intolerant of the balance of
power being established at the top.

Hence the transition is proving to be full of pitfalls and marked by continued violence. The temporary regime,
following the resignations of Abdel Hafiz Ghoga (national vice-president of the National Transitional Council) and
Hafed Gaddur (the Libyan Ambassador to Italy) for example, appears paralysed and powerless in the face of the
renewed hostilities in Libya.

In view of this:

1. Can the Vice-President/High Representative indicate whether the EU intends to take possession of the Libya
dossier to reduce the risk of further fragmentation between allied countries and to make its weight felt together
with other international forces such as NATO and the United Nations, thereby averting problems which might
prevent a favourable resolution of the current crisis?

2. Does the Vice-president/High Representative intend to address, in addition to the Libyan matter, the entire
dossier of political changes underway in the Arab world more thoroughly, examining comprehensive long-
term solutions ranging from aid, the modernisation and democratisation of these countries, to the
management of security issues in the Mediterranean region (terrorism, organised crime, migration, regional
conflicts, etc.)?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(23 April 2012)

1. The EU is working closely with the Libyan authorities in support of their efforts to guide the country through
the difficult process of transition towards the elections of a National Council scheduled for June 2012. To this end, the
EU’s approach consists of (i) engaging in dialogue with the Libyan authorities at all levels as regards their needs and
the developing situation on the ground; (i) providing urgent assistance where needed for short-term stabilisation as
well as medium term stabilisation. To date, EUR 30 million has been made available, in addition to EUR 80.5 million
for humanitarian assistance. A further EUR 50 million is available for Libya in 2012. The EU is also leading needs
assessments in key sectors such as border management, civil society and the media; (iii) supporting civil society and
other actors in Libya; (iv) strengthening its presence in Libya through its Delegation there (v) maintaining a dialogue
with international partners including the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and the United Nations (UN);
(vi) progressively making available different relevant EU programmes to assist in the transition to democracy and
economic recovery.

2. As regards the wider region, the HR/VP has been fully engaged since the beginning of the Arab Spring in
supporting processes of democratic transition together with EU partners and other international actors such as the
UN and the Arab League. The Commission has also developed a set of responses to the aspirations of the people of
the region contained in Joint Communications in March 2011 and May 2011. These provide, inter alia, for greater EU
financial support for the region; increased market access; partnerships on mobility and strengthened sectoral
cooperation.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-001060/12
alla Commissione (Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante)
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)

(7 febbraio 2012)

Oggetto: VP[HR — Terroristi iracheni responsabili della strage di Nassiriya

In Iraq sono stati catturati sette terroristi con I'accusa di aver preso parte alla strage di Nassiriya, ovvero il massacro
che il 12 novembre 2003 sconvolse I'ltalia. Con un’azione suicida i terroristi fecero irruzione nella base Maestrale alla
guida di un’autocisterna imbottita di esplosivo. L'edificio fu sventrato e 28 persone, tra cui 12 carabinieri, 5 militari
dell’esercito, 2 civili e 9 iracheni, rimasero uccise. I feriti furono 58, 19 dei quali italiani.

[ sette arrestati hanno ammesso di aver appoggiato e assistito l'attentatore suicida, un marocchino di nome Abu al-
Kacem abu Leile. Lattacco era stato preparato dall'organizzazione al-Tawid wal-Jihad, collegata ad Al Qaeda.

Anche se non si conoscono i nomi delle sette persone arrestate ieri, si sa che esse hanno avuto un ruolo di assistenza
nella preparazione dell'orrenda carneficina. Gli inquirenti le hanno catturate indagando sugli attentati che nelle ultime
settimane sono tornati a insanguinare il territorio iracheno, dove la tensione & di nuovo altissima. Ad esempio sono
deflagrate bombe a Khadimyah e Sadr City, zone abitate da sciiti. Inoltre all'inizio di gennaio un gruppo di pellegrini
sciiti, diretto a Kerbala per la celebrazione di un rito che cade 40 giorni dopo la Ashura, ha subito un attacco nei pressi
di Nassiriya. Il bilancio ¢ stato di 45 morti e 68 feriti.

Alla luce dei fatti sopraesposti I'interrogante chiede al Vicepresidente/Alto Rappresentante:

considerando che il terrorismo rappresenta una minaccia per la sicurezza, la liberta e i valori dell'Unione europea e dei
suoi cittadini, quali sono I'approccio globale e la risposta appropriata e adeguata dell'Unione europea alla lotta contro
tale fenomeno?

Risposta data dall’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(26 marzo 2012)

L'Unione europea affronta il problema del terrorismo nel contesto delle Nazioni Unite e nelle relazioni con i paesi
terzi e le organizzazioni internazionali. La risposta dell'UE & guidata dal principio secondo cui misure efficaci di lotta
al terrorismo da una parte e tutela dei diritti umani, delle liberta fondamentali e dello Stato di diritto dall’altra, sono
obiettivi complementari tra loro che si rinforzano vicendevolmente. In termini di settori tematici, la priorita viene
data alla prevenzione e alla lotta contro la radicalizzazione, il reclutamento e il finanziamento del terrorismo.

L'UE ha instaurato un dialogo politico e forme di cooperazione con gli Stati terzi e le organizzazioni internazionali. 1l
principale strumento finanziario per sostenere le attivita di prevenzione e lotta al terrorismo dei paesi terzi ¢ lo
strumento per la stabilita.

L'Unione europea ¢ considerata uno dei pill strenui sostenitori della strategia globale antiterrorismo dellONU e del
suo approccio globale. L'UE ha fortemente sostenuto la creazione del forum globale antiterrorismo (GCTF) volto a
promuovere la cooperazione multilaterale e nel settore civile nonche il rafforzamento delle capacita degli Stati
vulnerabili al terrorismo. II GCTF si adopera per la piena attuazione della strategia globale antiterrorismo delle
Nazioni Unite e tra i suoi obiettivi primari rientrano il coordinamento con i partner internazionali, la promozione di
un multilateralismo efficace che affronti il terrorismo come una delle principali cause di instabilita, e il sostegno al
rafforzamento delle capacita. L'UE partecipa attivamente alle attivita del GCTF e, insieme alla Turchia, detiene la
copresidenza del gruppo di lavoro sulla regione del Corno d’Africa.
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Question for written answer E-001060/12
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE)
(7 February 2012)

Subject: VP[HR — Iragi terrorists responsible for the Al-Nasiriyah massacre

In Iraq, seven terrorists have been captured and charged with taking part in the Al-Nasiriyah massacre which shocked
Italy on 12 November 2003. In a suicide attack, the terrorists burst into the Italian headquarters there, driving a
tanker packed with explosives. The building was demolished and 28 people (12 carabinieri, 5 soldiers, 2 Italian
civilians and 9 Iraqis) were killed. 58 people were injured, including 19 Italians.

The seven arrested admitted to having supported and assisted the suicide attacker, a Moroccan called Abu al-Kacem
abu Leile. The attack had been organised by the organisation al-Tawid wal-Jihad, linked to Al Qaeda.

Even if the names of the seven people arrested yesterday are unknown, we do know that they had a role in preparing
the horrific massacre. The officers caught them when investigating the renewed attacks which have occurred in the
last few weeks, causing bloodshed in Iraq where tensions are again running very high. For example, bombs have
exploded in Khadamayah and Sadr City, areas inhabited by Shias. Furthermore, at the beginning of January, a group of
Shia pilgrims on their way to Kerbala for the celebration of a ritual which takes place 40 days after Ashura, suffered an
attack on the outskirts of Al-Nasiriyah. 45 people were killed and 68 injured.

In the light of the above and considering that terrorism is a threat to the security, freedom and values of the EU and its
citizens, can the Vice-President/High Representative explain the global approach and state what appropriate and
adequate action the Union is taking in response to the need to fight this phenomenon?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(26 March 2012)

The EU is addressing the terrorist threat in the framework of the UN and in its relations with third countries and
international organisations. In doing this, it is guided by the principle that effective counter-terrorism measures and
the protection of human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law are complementary and mutually
reinforcing goals. In terms of thematic areas, priority is given to prevention, the fight against radicalization and
recruitment, and financing of terrorism.

The EU has established its political dialogue and cooperation with third states and international organisations. The
main financial instrument to support third countries in their efforts to prevent and counter terrorism is the Stability
Instrument (IfS).

The European Union is regarded as one of the strongest proponents of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy
and its overall approach that it embodies. The launch of the Global Counter-Terrorism Forum (GCTF) aimed at
promoting multilateral and civilian led cooperation on counter-terrorism and capacity building in terrorist vulnerable
states was strongly supported by the EU. GCTF promotes the full implementation of the 