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Ipéraon andgacng tov ZupGoviiov mov agopd tn obvayn tov mpwrtokdLlov GYETIKA pe Tig
npocratevdpeveg neproyés tng Meooyeiov \

(YmobiyDsion and vy Emizgons ovo Svyubodiro orig 16 Sexrenboiov 1983)

TO EYMBOYAIO TON EYPQIAIKQN KOINOTHTQN
‘Exovtag vndynm:

™ ouvdfkn v TV idpvon g Evponaikig Owovopxig
Kowédmrog, kot diwg to dpIpo 235,

mv mpdTaoT andeacng g Enttpontg,

™ yvoun tov Evponaikod Kowobovliov,

Extipdvrog:

ot 1o mpoypdupata dphong tov Evponaikav Kot
votitov ot Jtpata nepiéaidovtog (') vroypappifovv my
avaykn va npootatevdel kal va gfuyoviel n Ydhaooa,
npokewévov vo. duutmpndel o pohog g ot dadikacia
ouvtiipnong kot avartuéng tov eldov, kol va efoaopa-
Modei 1 Suethipnon 1ov {wTikhg onpacicg otkoloyikav
LGOPPOTLOV*

oL 10 dedrepo mpdypappa Spdong Tov Evponaikdv Kot
votfitowv, ot Jtpata mepiédAlovrog, vroypappiler tov
EMEIYOVTO YAPAKTAPA TOL £XEL 1) EQUPROYN AVCEQV, OF
diedvég eminedo oyxeTikd pe T Sievdéon kot v oixo-
Aoyich dayeipion tov napaktiov (ovaov:

ot 10 tpito MPpOYpappo dpdong tov Evponaikov Kot-
VOTIHTOV Yt T0 TEPBAAAOV (2), TOUG YEVIKOUG TPOCOVQL-
ToMopolg Tou omoiov evékpivav ot 7 Debpovapiov

1983 1o Zop6oOAl0 KoL OL QVTIPOCONOL TV KLEEPVR- -

OEQV TOV KPUTOV HEADV, avoEpet Wiaitepa THV avdykn
va epapuocdel o molMtikt mpootasiog kol Aoyukfig
Sy epioens TV PUOIKOV TOpLV*

6TL 1 ouvepyacio PE TG OVOTTUOGOUEVEG YMOPES KoL
xupieg pe toug pecoyeokols etaipovg g Kowdrnroag
LE OKOTO TNV TPOCTOCIC TOL MEPIGAALOVTOG OUVIOTA
évav and TOUg GTOXOUG TOV OeLTEPOL TPOYPAUHETOS
dphong tov Evponaikdv Kowothtav, os Jépata nept-
6aAovtog

6t 10 GpIpo 4 ¢ obpbaong Yy TV NPOoTACic TNG
Meooyeiov katd g pomavong, mov £xer cuvapIel and

(") EE apd. C 112 g 20. 12. 1973, 0. 1 xou aptd. C 139 mg
13.6.1977, 6. 1.

(3 EE ap19. C 46 tg 17. 2. 1983, 0. 1.

v Kowobmrta pe mv andpacn 77/585/EOK tov Zup-
6ovAiov (*), tpobAEner 0TI To. gupbadAdpeve pépn Exovv
™ duvatdnta va cuvlyouy npdodeta TpTOHKOAAL, IOV
vo. dueypagovv ta pétpa, Tig Sradikaoieg kol To mpdTLRA
7OV £OVV GMOTEAECEL OVTIKEINEVO oLPQOVIaG Yo va

eEacpalodel n epappoyh g odpéaong

61l kot epoppoyn TOov GpIPOV ALTOY TA WECOYELNKA
KpaTn eKNpocONOLUEVE OE oUVILLOoKEYT TANPEEOVOLOV,
7ov npaypatonotidnke ot Feveon otig 2 ko 3 Anpihiov
1982, vntypayav mpwtOkoro omv ev Adyo odubaom
OYETIKA HE TIG EWOKG TPOCTOTEVOUEVEG TEPLOYES TNG
Meooyeiov®

ot 1 Kowodmta éxet eniong ouvhyer pe v andeaon
77/585/EOK 10 mpatdrorho mept mporfiwewng tng pumdy-
oewg ™G Meooyeiov and katabvdioeg mov mpaypato-
nowobv Ta A0l KoL T 0EPOOKAPT, Kaddg Kat, HE TV
andeaon 81/420/EOK 1ov Zvubovriov (*), 10 mpwto-
KOAMO TEPL GUVEPYOLOLOG 0TIV KATATOAEUNON TNG PUTAV-
oeng ™S Meooyeiov and Toug vopoyovavIpakes Kol and
dAeg embrobeig ovaieg oe Kploweg KUTAOTACELS Kall, HE
mv andgaon 83/101/EOK tov Zuu6ovAiov (%), to npwtod-
koMo mepi tng mpootaciag g Meooyeiov katé g
poOAvvoTg £d0PLKTC Tpoéhevong”

6t 10 nmpeTOKOMO TEPL TV EWBIKE MPOCTATEVOUEVEV
nepLoY®V NG Meooyeiov mpobAEnEL T Afym péTpov Yo
TO EUNOPLO, TNV eloaywyh kot v eEayoyh {oikov kat
QUTIKAV EWOV TOL epTinTOVV 6TO TIEGIO EPAPROYTC TWV
péTpev TpooTaciag Ko OTL, KAt GUVENEL, TO EUTOPLO
petald Tov kpatdv pekov eivar Suvatdv va ennpeaote,
OTL 10 €V AOYO TPWTOKOARO TIEphapbavel SlatdEelg o
givar duvatoév va ennpedoovy Tig 0dnyieg tov Zup6ov-
Aiov 76/464/EOK tng 4nc Maiov 1976 mepi pundvoswng
nov Tpokaieitar and opiopéveg emkiviuveg ovoieg mov
gkyéoviar 610 LdGTIvo TEpbAlov g Kowvodmntag (6),
79/409/EOK ¢ 205 Ampihiov 1979 mepi g Sua-

(®) EE apt8. L 240 m¢ 19.9. 1977, 0. 1.
(*) EE api8. L 162 g 19. 6. 1981, 5. 4.
() EE apt8. L 67 g 12. 3. 1983, 0. 1.
() EE apt8. L 129 g 18. 5. 1973, 0. 23.
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mphoewg tav aypiov tmvav (1), 79/923/EOK g 301g
Oktobpiov 1979 nepi g amartodpevng noLOTITOG TV
vdatev Y ootpakoedn (2), kaddg Kal ToV Kavovicpod
(EOK) aptd. 348/81 1ov Zup6ovdiov tng 201g lavovapiov
1981, mepi kowob kodeotdrtog MOL EPapuoletar oTig
sloaywyég Tpoidvtav ov mpoépyoviat and kntddn ()

61 10 &V MOy TpeTOKoALo anockonel ot diacediion
TV KOW®OV QUOIKAV TOp@Vv T1j¢ Tepioyfg, ot dwuthpnom
™G MOKMG TG YEVETIKTG KAnpovopiag Kal otnv 7po-
oT00i0 OPIGPEVOV QUOIKAOV YGOPAV, HE TN dnpovpyio
£vog suvOrov e1dikd TpocTatevoptvey Lovav:

OTL 1) TAELOYN@I0 TOV XOPAOV, TOV YI0 TV TPOSTUsia TG
Meaooyeiov kath g pundvoeng vrEypayav T cupéoon
KoL T0 TPOTOKOAMX aUThG, daTnpovv €181K0Vg dEoHOVG
ue v Kowodmra, Biog ot Jépato ovvepyasiog, oto
. TAGLCL0 TG OQAIPIKTG MECOYELRKTG MOALTIKNG TG’ OTL
10 MPOTOKOAO mepi tav eldikd mpootaTevoptvav
neployhv g Meooyeiov Tpobrimer TG Aemtopépeleg
QUTAG TNG OLVEPYOOSiNG oTovg Topelc oL KeALTTOVTOL
and 10 TpetdKorio

61 1 Koworta véypaye otig 30 Maptiov 1983 npwtd-
KOAMO TEpl TV EL8IKA TPOCTUTEVOUEVOV TEPLOYAV TNG
Meooyeiov®

(") EE api9. L 103 ¢ 25. 4. 1979, 6. 1.
(*) EE ap8. L 281 mg 10. 11. 1979, o. 47.
(®) EE apt8. L 39 g 12. 2. 1981, 6. 1.

ot i sbvayn and v Kowdtnra tov npetokdéAiov mepi
TOV E8IKA TPOCTATEVOUEVAV TIEPLOYXDV TN Meooyeiov
oaivetar avaykaie ywoo v enitevén, oto mhaiclo g
Aettovpyiag g KOwhg ayopds, evog and Tovg oTdYOoUg
g Kowomtag otov topéa Tig npootaciog Tov nepibai-
Aovtog ko TG mowdTnTog Tng Long:

ot o edikég eEovoieg Spdomg mov anartodvral yia 10
okond avtd dev mpobrénovral and T cuvdfkn,

ATIOQAZIZEL:

oo 1

To mpotéxorho mepi Tov eldikd mpooToTELOUEVOV
nepoy@v g Meooyeiov eykpivetar € ovdpatog Tng
Evponaikig Owovopxiic Kowdmrag.

To «xeipevo tov mpwrtokdAlov mpocaptdtar omyv ma-
povoa andéeaa.

AoPpo 2

O Ipdedpog tov Xupbovhriov mpobaivel otnv katdIeon
TV mpaiemv ov npobiénetal oto pIpo 18 Tov MpwTo-
kOAAoV oL avagépetan oto dpIpo 1.
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FINAL ACT

of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Protocol concerning Mediterranean
specially protected areas

1. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Protocol concerning Mediterranean
specially protected areas was convened by the Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme in pursuance of a decision taken by the Second Meeting of the
Contracting Parties to the Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against pollution and its related Protocols and Intergovernmental Review Meeting or
Mediterranean Coastal States on the Action Plan (Cannes, 2 to 7 March 1981). The
decision of the meeting was that ‘... the draft Protocol concerning Mediterranean
specially protected areas should be submitted to an intergovernmental meeting which
might be able to overcome the relatively minor differences that remained and adopt the
Protocol. That meeting, planned for March 1982, would be immediately followed by a
diplomatic conference for the signature of the Protocol’. (UNEP/IG.23/11, page 7,
paragraph 31).

2. The Conference met at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 2 and 3 April 1982.

3. The Mediterranean coastal States invited to participate in the Conference were:
Albania, Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libyan Arab
Jamabhiriya, Malta, Monaco, Morocco, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey
and Yugoslavia. The European Economic Community was also invited to participate.

4. The following Contracting Parties to the Convention for the protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against pollution accepted the invitation and participated in the
Conference: Algeria, Egypt, European Economic Community, France, Greece, Israel,
Italy, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Monaco, Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey and
Yugoslavia.

5. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies, specialized agencies,
intergovernmental and non-governmental bodies also attended the Conference.

United Nations

United Nations
United Nations Economic Commission for West Asia
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Specialized agencies /

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
World Health Organization

Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization

Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations

International Commission for the Scientific Exploration of the Mediterranean
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

6. The Conference was formally opened by Mr Peter S. Thacher, Deputy Executive
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

7. The Conference adopted its agenda as follows:

1. Opening of the Conference.
2. Election of officers.

3. Rules of procedure.
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4. Adoption of the agenda.
5. Organization of work.

6. Preparation of the final draft of the Protocol concerning Mediterranean specially
protected areas.

7. Report of the Credentials Committee.
8. Adoption of the Final Act of the Conference.
9. Signature of the Final Act of the Conference.

8.  The Conference applied the rules of procedure for meetings and conferences of the
Contracting Parties to the Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against pollution and its related Protocols as provided for in rule 1 of those rules
(UNEP/IG.23/11, Annex VII).

9. In conformity with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, the Conference elected His
Excellency Mr Fouad Mebazaa (Tunisia) as President, His Excellency Mr El Sayed
Abdel Raouf El Reedy (Egypt) and His Excellency Mr Cesar C. Solamito (Monaco) as
Vice-Presidents, and His Excellency Mr Evariste Saliba (Malta) as rapporteur.

10.  In conformity with rule 24 of the rules of procedure, the Conference established a
drafting committee.

11.  The main .document which served as the basis for the deliberations of the
Conference was the draft Protocol concerning Mediterranean specially protected areas
(UNEP/IG.36/CRP.5), transmitted to the Conference by the extraordinary meeting of
the Contracting Parties held at Geneva from 29 March to 1 April 1982.

12.  In conformity with rule 19 of the rules of procedure, the Bureau examined the
credentials of representatives and submitted its report to the Conference on 2 April 1982.

13.  The Conference approved the recommendation of the Bureau that the credentials
of the representatives of the participating Contracting Parties to the Convention for the
protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution should be recognized as being in
order. ‘

14, On the basis of its deliberations the Conference adopted on Friday, 2 April 1982,
the Protocol concernidg Mediterranean specially protected areas. The delegation of
Turkey expressed the general reservation of its Government to the Protocol and its
specific reservations to Articles 3, 5, 6 and 12.

15.  The Protocol, which is annexed to this Final Act, will be open for signature at
Geneva on 3 and 4 April 1982, and thereafter at Madrid from 5 April 1982 to 2 April
1983, by any Contracting Party to the Convention for the protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against pollution and any State invited to the Conference. It shall
also be open for signature from 5 April 1982 to 2 April 1983 by any regional economic
grouping of which at least one member is a coasta} State of the Mediterranean Sea area
and which exercises competence in fields covered by the Protocol.

In witness whereof the representatives of the following Contracting Parties to the
Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution have signed
this Final Act:

Done at Geneva this third day of April one thousand nine hundred and eighty two in a
single copy in the Arabic, English, French and Spanish languages, the four texts being
equally authoritative. The original texts shall be deposited with the Government of
Spain.
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PROTOCOL

concerning Mediterranean specially protected areas

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE PRESENT PROTOCOL,

BEING PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
pollution, adopted at Barcelona on 16 February 1976,

CONSCIOUS of the danger threatening the environment of the Mediterranean Sea area as a
whole, in view of the increasing human activities in the region,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the special hydrographic and ecological characteristics of the

Mediterranean Sea area,

STRESSING the importance of protecting and, as appropriate, improving the state of the natural
resources and natural sites of the Mediterranean Sea, as well as of their cultural heritage in the
region, among other means by the establishment of specially protected areas including marine areas

and their environment,

DESIROUS of establishing close cooperation among themselves in order to achieve that objective,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

1. The Contracting Parties to this Protocol (here-
inafter referred to as ‘the Parties’ shall take all appro-
priate measures with a view to protecting those
marine areas which are important for the safeguard of
the natural resources and natural sites of the
Mediterranean Sea area, as well as for the safeguard
of their cultural heritage in the region.

2. Nothing in this Protocol shall prejudice the
codification and development of the law of the sea by
the United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea convened pursuant to resolution 2750 C (XXV)
of the General Assembly of the United Nations, nor
the present or future claims and legal views of any
State concerning the law of the sea and the nature
and extent of coastal and flag State jurisdiction.

Article 2

For the purposes of the designation of specially
protected areas (hereinafter referred to as ‘protected
areas’), the area to which this Protocol applies shall
be the Mediterranean Sea area as defined in Article 1
of the Convention for the protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against pollution (hereinafter
referred to as the Convention’); it being understood
that, for the purposes of the present Protocol, it shall
be limited to the territorial waters of the Parties and
may include waters on the landward side of the
baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea
is measured and extending, in the case of water-
courses, up to the freshwater limit. It may also
include wetlands or coastal areas designated by each
of the Parties.

Article 3

1. The Parties shall, to the extent possible,
establish protected areas and shall endeavour to
undertake the action necessary in order to protect
those areas and, as appropriate, restore them, as
rapidly as possible.

2. Such areas shall be established in order to
safeguard in particular:

(a) — sites of biological and ecological value,

— the genetic diversity, as well as satisfactory
population = levels, of species, and their
breeding grounds and habitats,

— representative types of ecosystems, as well as
ecological processes;

(b) sites of particular importance because of their
scientific, aesthetic, historical, archaeological,
cultural or educational interest.

Article 4

The Parties to this Protocol shall, at their first
meeting, formulate and adopt, if necessary in
cooperation with the competent international organi-
zations, common guidelines and, if needed, standards
or criteria dealing in particular with:

(a) the selection of protected areas;
(b) the establishment of protected areas;
(c) the management of protected areas;

(d) the notification of information on protected
areas.
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Article 5

The Parties may strengthen the protection of a
protected area by establishing, within the area to
which this Protocol applies, one or more buffer areas
in which activities are less severely restricted while
remaining compatible with the purposes of the
protected area.

Article 6

1. If a Party intends to establish a protected area
contiguous to the frontier or to the limits of the zone
of national jurisdiction of another Party, the
competent authorities of the two Parties shall
endeavour to consult each other with a view to
reaching agreement on the measures to be taken and
shall, among other things, examine the possibility of
the establishment by the other Party of a
corresponding protected area or the adoption by it of
any other appropriate measure.

2. If a Party intends to establish a protected area
contiguous to the frontier or to the limits of the zone
of national jurisdiction of a State which is not a party
to this Protocol, the Party shall endeavour to work
together with the competent authorities of that State
with a view to holding the consultations referred to in
the preceding paragraph.

3. If contiguous protected areas are established by
two Parties, or by one Party and by a State which is
not a party to this Protocol, special agreements may
provide for the means whereby the consultation or
the collaboration contemplated in paragraphs 1 and 2
respectively may take place.

4. If a State which is not a party to this Protocol
intends to establish a protected area contiguous to the
frontier or to the limits of the zone of national
jurisdiction of a Party to this Protocol, the latter shall
endeavour to work together with that State with a
view to holding consultations, and possibly
concluding a special agreement as referred to in
paragraph 3.

Article 7

The Parties, having regard to the objectives pursued
and taking into account the characteristics of each
protected area, shall, in conformity with the rules of
international law, progressively take the measures
required, which may include:

(a) the organization of a planning and management
system;

(b) the prohibition of the dumping or discharge of
wastes or other matter which may impair the
protected area;

(c) the regulation of the passage of ships and any
stopping or anchoring;

(d) the regulation of fishing and hunting and of the
capture of animals and harvesting of plants;

(e) the prohibition of the destruction of plant life or
animals and of the introduction of exotic species;

(f) the regulation of any act likely to harm or disturb
the fauna or flora, including the introduction of
indigenous zoological or botanical species;

(g) the regulation of any acuvity involving the
exploration or exploitation of the sea-bed or its
subsoil or a modification of the sea-bed profile;

(h) the regulation of any activity involving a
modification of the profile of the soil or the
exploitation of the subsoil of the land part of a
marine protected area;

(i) the regulation of any archaeological activity and
of the removal of any object which may be
considered as an archaeological object;

() the regulation of trade in and import and export
of animals, parts of animals, plants, parts of
plants and archaeological objects which originate
in protected areas and are subject to measures of
protection;

(k) any other measure aimed at safeguarding
ecological and biological processes in protected
areas.

- Article 8

1. The Parties shall give appropriate publicity to
the establishment of protected areas, as well as of the
areas provided for in Article 5, and to their markings

and the regulations applying thereto.

2. The information referred to in the preceding
paragraph shall be notified to the Organization
designated in Article 13 of the Convention (herein-
after referred to as ‘the Organization’) which shall
compile and keep up to date a directory of protected
areas in the area to which this Protocol applies. The
Parties shall supply the Organization with all the
information necessary for that purpose.

Article 9

1. The Parties shall, in promulgating protective
measures, take into account the traditional activities
of their local populations. To the fullest extent
possible, no exemption which is allowed for this
reason shall be such as:

(a) to endanger either the maintenance of ecosystems
protected under the terms of the present Protocol
or the biological processes contributing to the
maintenance of those ecosystems;
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(b) to cause either the extinction of, or any sub-
stantial reduction in, the number of individuals
making up the species or animal and plant popu-
lations within the protected ecosystems, or any
ecologically connected species or populations,
particularly  migratory specxes and rare,
endangered or endemic species.

2. Parties which allow exemptions with regard to
protective measures or do not apply such measures
strictly shall inform the Organization accordingly.

Article 10

The Parties shall encourage and develop scientific
and technical research on their protected areas and
on the ecosystems and archaeological heritage of
those areas.

Article 11

The Parties shall endeavour to inform the public as
widely as possible of the significance and interest of
the protected areas and of the scientific knowledge
which may be gained from them from the point of
view of both nature conservation and archaeology.
Such information should have an appropriate place in
education programmes concerning the environment
and history. The Parties should also endeavour to
promote the participation of their public and their
nature conservation organizations in apptoprlavc
measures which are necessary for the protection of
the areas concerned.

Article 12

The Parties shall, to the extent possible, establish a
cooperation  programme to  coordinate  the
establishment, planning, management and conser-
vation of protected areas, with a view to creating a
network of protected areas in the Mediterranean
region, taking fully into account existing networks,
especially that of biosphere reserves of Unesco. There
shall be regular exchanges of information concerning
the characteristics of the protected areas, the
experience acquired and the problems encountered.

Article 13

The Parties shall, in accordance with the procedures
set forth in Article 14, exchange scientific and
technical information concerning current or planned
research and the results expected. They shall, to the
fullest extent possible, coordinate their research. They
shall, moreover, endeavour to define jointly or to
standardize the scientific methods to be applied in the
selection, management and monitoring of protected
areas.

Article 14

1. In applying the principles of cooperation set
forth in Articles 12 and 13, the Parties shall forward
to the Organization:

(a) comparable information for monitoring the
biological development of the Mediterranean
environment;

(b) reports, publications and information of a
scientific, administrative and legal nature, in
particular:

— on the measures taken by the Parties in
pursuance of this Protocol for the protection
of the protected areas,

— on the species present in the protected areas,

— on any threats to those areas, especially those
which may come from sources of pollution
outside their control.

2. The Parties shall designate persons responsible
for protected areas. Those persons shall meet at least
once every two years to discuss matters of joint
interest and especially to propose recommendations
concerning scientific, administrative and legal infor-
mation as well as the standardization and processing
of data.

Article 15

1.  The Parties shall, directly or with the assistance
of competent regional or other international organi-
zations or bilaterally, cooperate, on the entry into
force of this Protocol, in formulating and
implementing programmes of mutual assistance and
of assistance to those developing countries which
express a need for it in the selection, establishment
and management of protected areas.

2. The programmes contemplated in the preceding
paragraph should relate, in particular, to the training
of scientific and technical personnel, scientific
research, and the acquisition, utilization and
production by those countries of appropriate
equipment on advantageous terms to be agreed
among the Parties concerned.

Article 16

Changes in the delimitation or legal status of a
protected area or the suppression of all or part of
such an area may not take place except under a
similar procedure to that followed for its
establishment.

Article 17

1. The ordinary meetings of the Parties to this
Protocol shall be held in conjunction with the
ordinary meetings of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention held pursuant to Article 14 of the
Convention. The Parties may also hold extraordinary
meetings in conformity with that Article.
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2. It shall be the function of the meetings of the
Parties to this Protocol, in particular:

(a) to keep under review the implementation of this
Protocol;

(b) to consider the efficacy of the measures adopted,
having regard in particular to the area to which
the Protocol applies, and to examine the need for
other measures, in particular in the form of
Annexes, or for envisaging, if necessary, an
alteration to that area, in conformity with the
provisions of Article 16 of the Convention;

(c) to adopt, review and amend as required any
Annex to this Protocol;

(d) to monitor the establishment and development of
the network of protected areas provided by
Article 12, and to adopt guidelines, to facilitate
the establishment and development of that system
and to increase cooperation among the Parties;

(e) to consider the recommendations made by the
meetings of the persons responsible for the
protected areas, as provided by Article 14 (2);

(f) to consider reports transmitted by the Parties to
the Organization under Article 20 of the
Convention and any other information which the
Parties may transmit to the Organization or to
the meeting of the Parties.

Article 18

1. The provisions of the Convention relating to
any Protocol shall apply with respect to the present
Protocol.

2. The rules of procedure and the financial rules
adopted pursuant to Article 18 (2) of the Convention
shall apply with respect to this Protocol, unless the
Parties to this Protocol agree otherwise.

3. This Protocol shall be open for signature, at
Geneva on 3 and 4 April 1982, and at Madrid from
5 April 1982 to 2 April 1983, by any Contracting
Party to the Convention and any State invited to the
Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Protocol
concerning Mediterranean specially protected areas
held at Geneva on 2 and 3 April 1982. It shall also be
open for signature from 5 April 1982 to 2 April 1983
by any regional economic grouping of which at least
one member is a coastal State of the Mediterranean
Sea area and which exercises competence in fields
covered by this Protocol.

4. This Protocol shall be subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval. Instruments of ratification,
acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the
Government of Spain, which will assume the
functions of Depositary.

5. As from 3 April 1983, this Protocol shall be
open for accession by the Contracting Parties to the
Convention and by any State or grouping referred to
in paragraph 3. '

6.  This Protocol shall enter into force on the 30th
day following the deposit of at least six instruments
of ratification, acceptance or approval of, or
accession to, the Protocol.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized, have signed this Protocol.

Done at Geneva on this third day of April one thousand nine hundred and eighty two in
a single copy in the Arabic, English, French and Spanish languages, the four texts being

equally authoritative.
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