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CAST A: UVOD

Tato zprava je soucasti ,,provadéciho baliku* hospodarské politiky a politiky zaméstnanosti
spolu se zpravami o provadéni hlavnich smérii hospodaiské politiky (BEPG) a smért
zaméstnanosti (EG). VSechny tfi zpravy budou piedlozeny na podporu zpravy Komise
(pribézné hodnoceni lisabonské strategie) na jarnim zasedani Evropské rady 2005.

Nedavna Kokova' zprava nam piipomina dtlezitost vnitiniho trhu pi posilovani
konkurenceschopnosti a tvorbé bohatstvi nezbytného pro zvySovani zivotni Grovné a udrzeni
evropského socidlniho modelu. To je v souladu s hlavnim poselstvim strategie vnitiniho trhu
2003-2006.”

Zatimco ma kazdy clensky stat hlavni zodpovédnost za zajiSténi toho, Ze jeho vlastni
hospodarska politika vede k podpofe ristu a prosperity, vnitini trh je spoleénym projektem,
ke kterému musi piispivat vSechny Clenské staty a ze kterého budeme mit prospéch vSichni.
V EU-25 je to jesté vétsi vyzva, ale potencidlni uzitek je o to vétsi. To bylo druhé hlavni
poselstvi Strategie vnitiniho trhu.

Hospodatsky uspéch Evropské unie tak zavisi na kolektivni zodpovédnosti, kombinaci
iniciativ Clenskych stath a evropské akce urené k integraci narodnich trhii do jednoho
velkého vnitiniho trhu. Takova akce musi fesit stranu nabidky i poptavky pii zohlednéni
z4jmu podnikl a spotiebitell. Tato zprava o provadéni strategie vnitiniho trhu 2003-2006
potvrzuje potiebu jednat spole¢né. Jeji analyza postupu a zpozdéni dosud ukazuje, Ze je tieba
jeste vice udélat pro dosazeni dohody o kliCovych néavrzich a pro lepsi fungovani vnitiniho
trhu v praxi, zatimco integrace trhu zlstava vice mén¢ staticka.

Na zacatku svého mandatu a pii postupném rozbéhu prezkoumani uprostied obdobi
lisabonské strategie Komise vita piilezitost posilit povédomi o vnitinim trhu a vytvofit silnéjsi
podporu pro jeho dokonceni a efektivni fungovani v praxi.

Skupina na vysoké urovni vedend Wimem Kokem: Celime vyzvé: Lisabonska strategie pro riist
a zamestnanost, 3. listopad 2004.
: KOM(2003) 238 v kone¢ném znéni ze dne 7.5.2003.
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CAST B: SOUCASNY STAV VNITRNIHO TRHU

Kromé pomalého hospodatského ristu i jiné klicové indikatory nadéale naznacuji, Ze vnitini

trh stagnuje.

Ceny v EU se nesbliZuji ...

Kdyz je obchodovani snadné, vysledna konkurence udrzuje ceny podobného zbozi v EU
blizko u sebe. V odvétvich zbozi, kde vnitini trh zptsobil, Ze obchod je daleko snadnéjsi —

napf. v odvétvi odévii, obuvi a alkoholu — se ceny sbliZily nejvice’.

Celkové znamenaji

pretrvavajici bariéry, a to 1 vramci eurozony, ze Vv Clenskych statech ziistavaji ceny

podobného zbozi stale rizné (viz graf 1).
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Engel, C. & Rogers, J. (2004) ,,European product market integration after the euro®,
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Obchod se zpomaluje...

Obchod s primyslovym zbozim mezi ¢lenskymi staty stagnoval od roku 2000 a v roce 2003
dokonce poklesl. Obchod ve sluzbach se zda byt odolnéjsi (i kdyz jsou k dispozici data pouze
do roku 2002), ale celkovym hodnotam obchodu dominuji i slabé vysledky v oblasti zbozi —
protoze obchod ve sluzbach je pouze okolo 20 % hodnoty obchodu se zboZim. Zpomaleni

obchodu znamend mensi konkurenc¢ni tlak na ceny.

Graf'2

Celkovy obchod v EU15 se zpomaluje...
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A toky zahranicnich investic jsou pomérné nevyrovnané...

Graf 3
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Studie naznacuji, ze vySS$i zahrani¢ni investice vedou k vyS§imu ristu produktivity
v ekonomikéch piijemcti’. Vyssi preshraniéni investice mezi ¢lenskymi staty v EU byly
vyznamnou hnaci silou integrace vnitiniho trhu a za poslednich deset let rostly daleko rychleji
nez domaci investice. V EU 15 byla v roce 2000 celkova hodnota tokii PZI (pfimych
zahrani¢nich investic) dvanactkrat vyssi nez v roce 1992, ale do roku 2003 poklesla (na stale
uctyhodnou) uroven 4 krat vyssi nez v roce 1992.

Pro nevyrovnanost PZI v poslednich letech by mohlo byt mnoho divodii véetné konjunktury
internetovych firem a udalosti z 11. zafi. Pfesto vSak nevyrovnanost toki PZI ve srovnani s
domadacimi investicemi (viz graf 3) naznacuje, Ze integrace ma stale rezervu a ze investoii jeste
stale nevidi investice do vnitiniho trhu stejnym zplisobem jako investice do svych domdcich
trha.

Tento graf také naznaCuje, Ze piisun zahrani¢nich investic v porovnani s celkovymi
investicemi je vyssi v novych ¢lenskych statech nez v EU 15 (mimo vyjimecnych let 1999
a2000). Nové clenské staty rovnéz dostavaji neumérné vysoky podil tokli PZI v ramci EU ve
srovnani s jejich velikosti ekonomiky (viz graf nize), i piestoze za¢inaji na mnohem niz§im
investicnim zakladé. Zda se, Zze by to mohlo naznaCovat, Ze integrace vnitiniho trhu je
dalezitym faktorem nabidkové strany ekonomiky v novych ¢lenskych statech a ze piistup z
nich na vnitini trh EU je mozn4 dilezitym magnetem pro zahrani¢ni investice.

Aghion, P. et al (2004) ,,Entry and productivity growth: evidence from microlevel panel data®, Véstnik
Evropské hospodarské asociace, duben-kvéten 2(2-3), s. 265-76.
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Graf 4

Podil novych ¢lenskych stati na zahrani¢nich
investicich v EU je vyS$si neZ jejich podil na HDP EU...
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Zahrani¢ni investice mezi ¢lenskymi staty EU 15 se zamétuji na odvétvi sluzeb. Obecné plati,
ze sluzby ziskavaji tfikrat vice zahrani¢nich investic nez vyroba; v roce 2000 sluzby ziskaly
osmkrat vice. Podniky EU také davaji prednost sluzbam pted vyrobou ve zbytku svéta, ale
vyznamné méné nez v ramci EU (viz graf 5).

Graf 5

Sluzby dominuji PZI EU...
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Proto je tak dileZita integrace trhit sluzeb EU...

Pfimym zahrani¢nim investicim v ramci EU naprosto dominuji sluzby. Kdyz vezmeme
v uvahu, Ze sluzby také dominuji ekonomice EU, je jasné, Ze potencialni pfinos integrace trhti
sluzeb EU je obrovsky. To vysvétluje, pro¢ ma smérnice o sluzbach, ktera mtize uvolnit tplny
potencial odvétvi sluZeb, a to i usnadnénim svobody usazovani se, takovy vyznam’,

Nedéavna analyza® zdiraziiuje, jak roztiisténé mohou byt trhy se sluzbami’: Napk. v udetnictvi
vnitrostatni predpisy znamenaji, Ze podnikatelské naklady firmy clenského statu, ktera chce
podnikat v jiném clenském statu, budou v priiméru o 23 % vyS$si nez domaciho konkurenta.
Odstranéni takovych bariér by zvySilo produktivitu, kterd by vedla ke zvySeni mezd v celé
ekonomice EU v priméru o 0,4 % a zamé&stnanosti o 0,3 %". Jini analyza’ odhaduje, Ze
obchod EU by se mohl zvysit o 15 az 30 % , kdyby byly trhy sluzeb integrovany, a zahrani¢ni
investice do sluzeb by se zvysily o 20 az 35 %. Nedostatek konkurence ve finanénim odvétvi
vede k nevyhodnosti pro spotiebitele: vyS$im cenam a omezenéjSimu piistupu k uvérim.
Odhaduje se, ze pied rokem 2000 zvysily bariéry pro zahrani¢ni firmy ceny v bankovnim
sektoru o zhruba 5,3 %. Integrace finan¢nich sluzeb by mohla zvysit HDP EU o
odhadovanych 130 miliard € (v cenach roku 2002) a podnikatelské investice o 6,0 %.

Stejné jako ieSeni pravni nejistoty...

V odvétvich, kde neexistuji zddné konkrétni pravni predpisy EU a tedy kde by mohla platit
zésada vzajemného uznavani'®, si ani vyrobci, ani organy dohliZzejici nad trhy nejsou jisti, do
jakého rozsahu mohou vyrobky z jednoho c¢lenského statu proniknout na trh jiného ¢lenského
staitu bez modifikace; podle prizkumu European Business Test Panel 53 % podnikli tento
princip ani nezna. Piiblizn& 80 % respondentii v nedavném prizkumu'' se domnivalo, Ze
obtize v predpisech jsou hlavnim problémem podnikani na vnitfnim trhu.

Dopad této nejistoty je ekonomicky vyznamny: odhaduje se, ze kvuli nespravnému
uplatiiovani zasady vzajemného uznavani byl obchod se zbozim na vnitinim trhu v roce 2000
a7 0 10 % tj. 150 miliard € mensi'>. V dasledku toho je volba spotiebitelii omezena a ti musi
zaplatit vice, protoze neni vyuzito plného ptinosu konkurence.

KOM(2004)2.

ES (nadchazejici) Ekonomické hodnoceni bariér vnitiniho trhu pro sluzby, Kodanska ekonomika.

Pro 20 ¢lenskych statu.

op cit

Dokument CPB €. 69, fijen 2004, Volny pohyb sluzeb v EU.
http://www.cpb.nl/eng/pub/document/69/doc69.pdf

Podle tohoto principu nemé zadny clensky stat pravo s vyjimkou prokazatelnych diivodt opravnénych
zajmi, jako je zdravi nebo bezpecnost, zakazat prodej jakéhokoli produktu na svém tzemi, ktery je
legalné vyroben nebo nabizen v jiném ¢lenském staté.

1 RIIA and Accenture (2004) ,,Unfinished Business: Making Europe’s Single Market a Reality*.

ES (2001) http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal _market/en/update/economicreform/cardiff02ensta.pdf,
s. 24.
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A evropské trhy s veirejnymi zakdzkami...

V roce 2002 mél celkovy trh nakupu EU hodnotu 1,5 triliéonti € nebo-li vice nez 16 % HDP.
Clenské staty tradiéné uptednostiiovaly domaci spoleénosti, ale tento obrovsky trh se otevira:
podet vefejnych soutéZi zvefejnénych v Ufednim véstniku jako podil celkové hodnoty
vetejnych zakazek rovnomérné roste, presto vSak pfedstavuje pouze 16 % celkové hodnoty
vetejnych zakazek.

Graf 6
Verejné zakazky v ramci EU se stavaji otevifenéjSimi...
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Rozsifeni pravidel pro veiejné zakazky na vnitinim trhu je ekonomicky Zzivotné dulezité.
Statni organy, které nakupovaly v souladu s pravidly o zaddvani vetejnych zakazek, zaplatily
ceny piiblizné o 34 % nizsi neZ organy, které tato pravidla nepouzily"*. Italie odhaduje, Ze jiz
v roce 2003 uspotila 3,7 miliard € z celkovych 23 miliard €. Irsko odhaduje, Ze by mohlo
potencialné uspofit az 1 miliardu € v pribéhu piistich 5 let ze samotného elektronického
zadavani zakazek.

Otevien¢ zadavani zakazek by stimulovalo obchod, produktivitu a rtst. Prispélo by také ke
zdravym makroekonomickym financim; tspora pouhych 10 % vydaji na stavajici vetejné
zakazky by pfivedla vSech 15 Cclenskych statt EU pred kvétnem 2004 pod limity
rozpoctového schodku stanovené Paktem o stabilité a riistu.

1 http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal market/publicprocurement/docs/public-proc-market-final-

report_en.pdf



CS

CAST C: STAV PROVADENI STRATEGIE

Integrace vnitiniho trhu se moznd docasné pozdrzela, ale rozsifeni vnitiniho trhu o deset
novych ¢lenskych statti od kvétna minulého roku probéhlo relativné hladce. Integrace trhu
v EU 25 poskytne piilezitosti pro Cerstvy ekonomicky impuls. Jak zdlraznila loniska zprava o
provadéni'®, existuje v kratkém a stfednddobém obdobi prostor pro vyznamny narist obchodu
a investic mezi EU 15 a EU 10. Proto je divod k optimismu vzhledem k pfispéni, Ze vnitini
trh bude i nadéle vytvaret konkurenceschopnost Evropy.

Kromé pozitivnich vlivli velkého vnitiniho trhu bylo za poslednich nékolik let pfijato nékolik
opatieni v oblastech, jako jsou financni sluzby, sitova odvétvi nebo pravo obchodnich
spolecnosti, kde lze oc¢ekavat skute¢né pozitivni vlivy.

Je rovnéz povzbudivé, ze dvé tretiny predpokladanych akci byly uskute¢nény do konce roku
2004 (viz priklady v tabulce 1), ackoli mnoho z nich jsou navrhy Komise, které proto, aby
prispély k rstu a konkurenceschopnosti, musi byt jesté rozhodnuty v Rad¢ a Parlamentu a
ucinné provadény Clenskymi staty. (Vice podrobnosti a stavu rozpracovani kazdé akce je
uvedeno v priloze II.)

Tabulka 1: Postup p¥i provadéni strategie

POSTUP

OCOJDE?

Trhy sluzeb

Klicovy navrh o smérnici usnadiiujici
preshrani¢ni obchod a usazovani se nyni
projednava v Rad€ a Parlamentu. Jarni
zasedani Rady v roce 2004 vyzvalo
k jejimu pftijeti v pfedpokladaném casovém
ramci, tedy pfed koncem roku 2005

Nedavna studie nizozemského Utadu pro
analyzu hospodarské politiky odhaduje, Ze
efektivné fungujici vnitini trh by mohl
zvysit obchod (mezi 15 az 30 %) 1 pfimé
zahraniéni investice (mezi 20 az 35 %)".

Finanéni sluzby

Dosud bylo odsouhlaseno 40 ze 42 opatieni
akéntho planu pro financni sluzby.
Finanéni trhy se zacinaji integrovat tak, jak
se piesouva duraz na provadéni a vynuceni
nového pravniho ramce.

Studie'® naznaluji, e napt. uz§i rozpéti
kapitdlovych a dluhopisovych sazeb by
umoznilo potencidlni narist HDP EU
ol1,1% v pftiStich deseti letech, narGst
zamé&stnanosti o 0,5 % a pramérné snizeni
kapitalovych nakladii o 0,5 %.

1 KOM(2004) 22 v koneéném znéni ze dne 21.1.2004.

13 Dokument CPB ¢&. 69, fijen 2004, Volny pohyb sluzeb v EU.
http://www.cpb.nl/eng/pub/document/69/doc69.pdf

Zprava pro ES od London Economics, listopad 2002, Kvantifikace makroekonomického dopadu
integrace financnich trhtt EU; a Evropskd komise, Ekonomické referaty, listopad 2002, Integrace
finanéniho trhu (ECFIN 597/02).
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Spottebitelska politika

Ditlezitd opatfeni k podpoie z4jmu
spottebiteld byla dohodnuta nebo jsou
v pokrocilém stadiu provadéni. To zahrnuje
navrh smérnice o nepoctivé obchodni praxi,
nafizeni o spolupraci v oblasti ochrany
spotfebitele a smérnici o  obecné
bezpecnosti vyrobki.

Prizkum ukazal, ze pouze kazdy paty
spotiebitel ma davéru v pteshranicni
nakupy'’.

Zdanéni

Na poli dani pravnickych osob byly pfijaty
tfi smérnice vcetné zmén smérnice
o matetské-dcefiné spoleCnosti. V oblasti
DPH bylo vyznamnym uspéchem pfijeti
smérnice  tykajici se pravidel DPH
pouzitelnych na poskytovani
elektronickych sluzeb.

Mnoho pretrvavajicich bariér volného
pohybu se tyka dani. Nedavny prizkum
European Business Test Panel naznacuje,
ze naklady na dodrzeni pravnich piedpisti
u preshrani¢nich aktivit znaéné nartistaji'®.

Sprava vnitiniho trhu

Sit pro feSeni problémid SOLVIT nyni
zahrnuje vSechny zemé podilejici se na
vnitinim trhu. Tok pfipadd se v roce 2004
zdvojnasobil. Z 500 fesenych ptipadt bylo
72 % vyteSeno uspéSné. Primérnd doba

20 % spolecnosti odpovédelo v prizkumu
Komise'’, Ze by mély zajem obchodovat na
vnitinim  trhu, ale bud’ nemaji dost
informaci, nebo se boji, Zze narazi na
administrativni problémy.

feSeni ptipadu je 10 tydnd.

Existuji dikazy rostouciho uznavani dilezitosti hladkého fungovani vnitiniho trhu pro
ekonomickou a socialni budoucnost Evropy. To vSak samo o sob¢€ nestacilo pro rychlejsi a
ambiciozngj$i rozhodovani o mnoha dulezitych otazkach (viz tabulka 2). Pravdépodobné
proto, ze rozhodnuti jsou blokovana nebo opozdéna, kdyz uzké zajmy jednotlivych ¢lenskych
statlh nebo konkrétnich skupin ve spolecnosti ptevladnou nad dlouhodobymi strategickymi
zajmy EU a jejich obcanti jako celku.

Prikladem je patent Spolecenstvi. Naklady nec¢innosti jsou daleko vy$si neZ ptinosy levnéjSiho
patentu. Rychlé pfijeti by bylo jasnym signalem politické viile dosahnout lisabonskych cili.

O spotiebitelské divere v maloobchodni vnitini trh, pfeshrani¢nich operacich a ochrané spotiebitele:
Eurobarometer 57.2 a Flash Eurobarometer 128 Nazory na pieshrani¢ni obchod od podnikt ke
spotiebitelim (listopad 2002); Eurobarometer 59.2 — Ochrana spottebitele v EU (fijen 2003).

18 SEK(2004) 1128 ze dne 7.9.2004.

Prazkum, 10. vyro¢i vnitiniho trhu. http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal market/score/index_en.htm
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Tabulka 2 ZpoZzdéni v realizaci akci

ZPOZDENI

O CO JDE?

Primyslové a dusevni vlastnictvi

Nezdar Rady pro konkurenceschopnost pfi
dohodach o pfijatelném patentu Spolecenstvi.

Zatimco ziskani patentové ochrany v USA
v soucasnosti stoji ptiblizné 10 000 €, ziskani
ochrany pouze v 8 zemich EU stoji 50 000 €.

Propagace prodeje

Jiz vice neZ tfi roky se Rada neni schopna
dohodnout na opatieni k usnadnéni
celoevropskych propagaci prodeje.

Propagace prodeje jsou nepostradatelnou
soucasti strategii spolec¢nosti, kdyz se snazi
expandovat na nové trhy.

Odborn¢ kvalifikace

Radikalni zjednoduSeni systému uzndvani | Pro obcanska prava, inovaci
odbornych kvalifikaci (slouceni patnacti | a konkurenceschopnost je dutlezité, aby byl
stavajicich smérnic do jedné) bylo opozdéno | v Evropé umoznén volny pohyb
castecné kvili pomalému postupu | kvalifikovanych odbornikd.

v Parlamentu.

Provadéni pravidel VT

V¢casna implementace smérnic vnitiniho trhu | Opozdénd a/nebo nespravna transpozice

se od roku 2003 znacné¢ zhorsila. Pouze 2
¢lenské staty (LT, ES) splnuji cil Evropské
rady udrzeni transpozi¢nich schodkii na nebo
pod 1,5 %. V poctu poruseni nedoslo u EU-
15 k zddnému snizeni.

a provadéni pravnich predpist vnitiniho trhu
zpusobuje pravni nejistotu a podkopava
divéru obcanti a podnikl pfi vykonu jejich
prav.

Veftejné zakazky

I kdyz byl pfijat a nyni je provadén novy
ramec pro vefejné zakazky, zlstavaji obavy
tykajici se ucinného provadéni pravidel
v ¢lenskych  stitech navzdory  narGstu
publikaci vefejnych souté¢zi v nékterych
¢lenskych statech.

Trh s vefejnymi zakédzkami EU predstavuje
vice nez 16 % HDP EU. Studie Komise
potvrzuji, ze ftadné wuplatiovani pravidel
snizuje vyplacené ceny asi o 30 %.

Co nejlepsi vyuziti vnitiniho trhu neni pouze zalezitosti rozhodovéni. Vyzaduje rovnéz zménu
postoje v tom, Ze Clensky stat by mél premyslet a jednat vice ,.evropsky* a pfisluSnym
zpusobem zménit administrativni praktiky. Evropské spolecnosti by takovou zménu uvitaly —
podnikatelské organizace zdiraziiuji, zZe podle jejich zkuSenosti doméci pravni predpisy
a spravni puostupy ¢asto nejsou v souladu s principy vnitiniho trhu.

UNICE naptiklad provadél prizkum u svych c¢lenl a zjistil, Ze vice nez polovina musi
adaptovat své vyrobky, aby je mohli proddvat ve vice nez jednom c¢lenském statu, zatimco
témer polovina musi provadét testovani vyrobku duplicitng, pokud chtéji prodavat na vice
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trzich Glenskych stati®. A poskytovatelé sluzeb Geli obtiznym a &asto protichfidnym
vnitrostatnim nebo mistnim pravidlim. Tento obraz potvrzuji i jiné vnitrostatni prizkumy?'.

Na pozadi pokracujici stagnace integrace evropského trhu (viz ¢ast B vyse) je to znepokojiva
zprava. Priklon k uzavienosti velmi poSkodi perspektivy evropského hospodaiského ristu.
Neni ndhodou, Ze ¢lenské staty s dobrymi vysledky vnitiniho trhu maji konkurenceschopnéjsi
a dynamictéjsi ekonomiky. V tomto kontextu si iniciativy k odstranéni ptrekazek, kterym celi
spolecnosti z jinych clenskych stath, které chtéji podnikat, (napf. soucasné iniciativy
Danska®”), zasluhuji chvéalu a pfedstavuji vzor osvéd&enych postupil, ktery by mél byt
zajimavy i pro jiné ¢lenské staty.

20 UNICE (2004) ,,It’s the Internal Market, stupid! A company survey on trade barriers in the European

Union*, Brusel.

2 Svédsky priizkum o obchodnich bariérach pro sluzby 2003-11-03, dnr 100-416-2003

2 Dansko vytvofilo Pracovni skupinu pro vnitini trh (T.1.M.) pro kontrolu pravidel a jejich kompatibility
s vnitfnim trhem. Bylo jiZ dosazeno pozitivnich vysledkd.
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CAST D: ZAVER — ZBYVAJICi NEDOSTATKY V OBLASTECH

HLAVNICH PRIORIT

Analyza soucasného stavu provadeéni ukazuje na potiebu vétsiho soustiedéni na celou fadu
zakladnich odvétvi po zbyvajici obdobi strategie vnitiniho trhu:

1.

Dokonéeni pravniho ramce

rowr

I kdyz je jiz zavedena velka ¢ast pravniho ramce vnitiniho trhu, stale existuji dulezité
mezery v hlavnich ekonomickych oblastech. Na poli zboZi vystupuje revize nového
pristupu a mozna regulace provadéni zasady vzdjemného uznavani. Na stole Rady
a Parlamentu jsou dilezit¢ navrhy akci, jako je smérnice o sluzbach, a musi byt
pfijaty a provedeny co nejdiive. Totéz plati pro patent Spolecenstvi a pocitacoveé
provadéné vyndlezy a zbyvajici opatfeni programu hodnoceni financni stability
FSAP.

Lepsi péce o stavajici ramec

Dohodnout se na pravidlech na evropské urovni je pouze zacatek. Pro vytvofeni
zadoucich vlivl v terénu musi byt provadény vcas a efektivné vynuceny v kazdém
z dvaceti péti Clenskych stath. Praveé Clensky stdt ma rozhodujici roli v zajiSténi, ze
vnitini trh bude kazdodenn¢ fungovat. To zejména zahrnuje vétSi vzajemnou
spolupraci a spolupraci s Komisi, vyménu informaci, poskytovani vzajemné pomoci
a feSeni problémi. Tyto potfeby vytvareni siti budou usnadnény modernimi
informacnimi systémy, jako jsou ty, které jsou zdkladem sit¢ SOLVIT. Navic je
zapotiebi optimaln¢ vyuzivat obchodni sité, vCetné siti pro malé a stiedni podniky
(MSP), jako naptiklad sit” evropskych informacnich center (EIC).

Zajisténi vétsi koherence a soucinnosti s jinymi politikami Spolecenstvi

Politiky vnitiniho trhu nepiisobi ve vzduchoprdzdnu. Musi byt tésn€ propojeny
sjinymi dulezitymi politickymi cily vSude, kde je to mozné, aby doslo
k synergickym efektim. Okamzitymi prioritami jsou vazby na spotiebitele,
hospodaiskou soutéz a enviromentdlni politiku. Dtlezitd je také soucinnost
s ostatnimi oblastmi, jakymi jsou regiondlni a zemédé¢lska politika. Vlivy
hospodaiské soutéze efektivné fungujiciho vnitiniho trhu prospivaji spotiebitelim
formou SirSi volby a konkurenceschopnéjSich cen. Proto byl vyznam silného
spotiebitelského rozméru dobie fungujiciho vnitiniho trhu uznan Evropskou radou®
a je prioritou pro vSechny instituce Spolecenstvi. Spottebitelé musi mit také duvéru,
ze produkty jsou bezpecné a Ze jejich prava budou dobie chranéna. Proto se musi
navrhnout opatfeni tak, aby se zachovaly vlivy volného pohybu, které podporuji
hospodaiskou soutéz a na kterych zavisi ekonomické piinosy spotiebitelll, a zaroven
ochréanila spotiebitele pied riziky poskozeni zdravi, bezpe€nosti a jinymi riziky.
Kromé¢ toho enviromentalni politiky v kombinaci s volnym pohybem mohou
poskytnout pfilezitosti pro inovace a vétsi konkurenceschopnost prostfednictvim
vetsi efektivity zdrojli a novych investicnich ptilezitosti.

Zasedani Evropské rady dne 20. a 21. bfezna 2003.
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Zajisténi lepSiho prizptasobeni pravniho ramce vnitiniho trhu globilnimu
ekonomickému ramci

V dne$ni vysoce globalizované ekonomice se v EU stdle vice pocituje dopad
pravnich ptedpisti pfijatych ve vzdalenosti tisict kilometr a naopak. Tam, kde
spolecnosti stale vice plisobi globalng, napi. ve financich, nemohou pravni predpisy
pokulhavat. Strategie proto vyzyva k posileni dialogu s hlavnimi obchodnimi
partnery. Cilem dialogu je dosahnout ucinnych pravnich piedpist, které podporuji
otevieni trhu a snizuji regulaéni zat€z pro podniky pilisobici na svétovych trzich.
Takovy dialog by tak mél vést k ptiblizovani a snizovat regulativni rozdily nebo
sttet. Mozny prospéch zUspéSné spoluprace mize byt vyznamny z hlediska
zaméstnanosti a rstu.
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ANNEX 1: IMPLEMENTATION REPORT SCOREBOARD

Transposition by Member States of Internal Market rules into national law

Member States persistently fail to transpose Internal Market rules correctly and on
time. The transposition deficit** for the EU has got significantly worse and now
stands at 3.6%. This is a long way from the 1.5% interim target set by successive
European Councils. And the real target is, of course, 0% because timely and correct
transposition is a legal obligation.

The deficit for the EU 15 Member States™ is 2.9%, which represents a very
significant step backwards after their progress in reducing the deficit since the
Lisbon summit in 2000. When all 25 Member States are included in the calculation,
the deficit rises to 3.6% - too high, but still considerably better than the 7.1% deficit
at enlargement thanks to the sustained notification efforts of the new Member States.
Concretely, this means that the Commission is still awaiting 1428 notifications of
national implementing measures.

Of all Internal Market directives, over a quarter (27% or 427 directives) have not
been fully transposed in at least one Member State®. This figure is much higher than
before — and its rise is in large part due to enlargement, as many of the directives still
to be transposed by each of the EU 10 Member States®’ are not the same.

Member States’ failure is not only a breach of their legal obligations - it also deprives
businesses and citizens in practice of their rights and undermines the day-to-day
working of the Internal Market.

24

25

26
27

The transposition deficit shows the percentage of Internal Market directives not yet communicated as
having been fully transposed, in relation to the total number of Internal Market directives which should
have been transposed by the deadline. (1579 as at 15/11/2004).

Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Austria, Portugal, Finland, Sweden, United Kingdom.

This is usually referred to as the fragmentation factor.

Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia.
The transposition deficits for the EU 10 Member States are still to a certain extent provisional, as part of
the national implementing measures are still under verification by the Commission. Wherever there has
been a notification, the Commission deems this to reflect a full transposition unless it establishes after
analysis that this is not the case. This means that the transposition deficits in reality could be higher.
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EFTA

Figure 1: Urgent action needed to
reduce burgeoning transposition deficit,
but notable progress by New

Member States since May

Percentage

7.1

EU25 in red

Average EU transposition deficit

Of those countries in the First Division:

e Lithuania and Spain are to be commended for being the only Member States to
have met the 1.5% interim target set by the European Council.

e The Netherlands has improved on its recent disappointing record.

e Hungary has made impressive progress in reducing its transposition deficit and is

now in fourth place.

e Germany has made major strides in reducing its transposition deficit, but there is

further to go.

e Despite being in the First Division, the transposition deficits of the other Member
States have got worse. The performances of Denmark, Finland, the UK and
Ireland are particularly disappointing, as they have all regularly met the 1.5%

interim target in the past.
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Figure 2: First division: EFTA
Lithuania and Spain top the league ’
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Transposition deficit, by Member State, as at 30 November 2004

The transposition deficit of countries in the Second Division is more than double the
1.5% European Council target. Of these countries:

e All EU 10 Member States in the Second Division have reduced their deficit since
EU accession.

e The Czech Republic is bottom of the league, and still has to transpose over 150
directives. However it can be expected that its performance will improve soon.
The efforts of France to reduce its deficit are beginning to bear fruit.

e Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy and Greece have all gone into reverse gear, recording
their worst transposition deficits for many years.

Figure 3 : Second Division: France, Slovenia and Portugal top of the Second
Division while Czech Repubilic is far behind the next worst country
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Transposition deficit, by Member State, as at 30 November 2004
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What is striking is that the performance of almost all EU 15 Member States has
deteriorated significantly since enlargement. Only Germany, France and the
Netherlands have reduced their deficits since then.

Number of Directives not notified
(4]

-10 4

-15

Figure 4 : EU15 Member States’ EFTA

deficit in free fall since enlargement ®
30 15
1?2
25 o
6
20 3
0

15 4 L NO s

DK

IT BE PT UK EL IE LU Fl ES AT SE NL

FR

DE

Change in the number of outstanding directives, by Member State, since May 2004. For example,
Denmark’s backlog has increased by 26 directives, while Germany has reduced its backlog by 13

directives.

What is equally striking is that the EU 10 Member States have significantly reduced
their deficits since their EU accession. Many now have better records than EU-15
Member States.

50

Figure 5 : EU10 Member States make huge strides to reduce their
deficit
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MT

Change in the number of outstanding directives, by Member State, since May 2004. For example,
Malta has reduced its huge backlog by 522 directives.

Ensuring that delays in transposing Internal Market directives do not go on
indefinitely is also important. This is why the European Council set a ‘zero
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tolerance’ target for directives whose implementation is over two years late. Of the
EU 15 Member States:

e Only Sweden, Portugal and the Netherlands met this target and they deserve credit
for doing so.

e France almost halved the number of directives whose transposition is over 2 years
late, but is still in last place (with Germany).

e The records of Luxembourg, Greece, Italy, Austria, Denmark and Spain all
deteriorated.

Figure 6 : EU15 Member States taking longer and longer to remedy late
transposition

10

Number of Directives not notified

dotted lines = decrease of 2 years overdue directives since May 2004
red = increase of 2 years overdue directives since May 2004

Number of overdue directives with a deadline for transposition into national law before 15/11/2002
which have not been transposed by 30/11/2004.

The fact that EU 10 Member States only joined the EU in May 2004 should not
preclude the application of this ‘zero tolerance’ target to them. The number of
directives that they need to transpose to meet this target is set out below.

Figure 7 : EU10 Member States have much to do to meet the zero
tolerance target
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Number of directives to be transposed to meet the ‘ zero tolerance’ target.
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Application by Member States of Internal Market rules: infringements28

For the Internal Market to work, Member States must apply the rules correctly.
Where they do not do so, they deprive businesses and citizens of their rights and
undermine confidence in the Internal Market. This is why the Internal Market
Strategy 2003-2006 called for a 50% reduction in infringements by 2006 through a
combination of better compliance, prevention and use of alternative methods of
problem-resolution (such as SOLVIT).

France, Spain, Belgium, Austria, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal and Finland have
all made progress towards meeting this goal, but much more needs to be done.

Regrettably, other Member States have not followed their good example. The
position of Italy, already the country with the most infringement procedures against
it, has got worse since the objective of a 50% reduction was set. Greece, the UK,
Luxembourg, Sweden and Denmark have also all seen the number of infringements
against them increase.

EFTA
Figure 8 : Member States not doing enough

to reduce infringements of Internal Market rules
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red = increase in the number of open cases since May 2003
dotted lines = decrease in the number of open cases since May 2003

Open infringement cases as at 31/10/2004

28

This section concerns the EU 15 Member States, as no formal infringement proceedings have yet been
taken against the EU 10 Member States concerning the Internal Market corpus.
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ANNEX 2: STATE OF PLAY WITH REGARD TO INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS

completed or well on track
some progress, behind schedule
no progress

't
=
[

Facilitating the free movement of goods

Action

Status

State of play

Expected impact

Commission Communication explaining +/-
how the principle of mutual recognition
in the field of goods should be applied.
The Commission is also considering
proposing some binding rules, possibly
in the form of a Regulation, which would
make the application of the principle
easier and more predictable for business.

Following the Communication, the
Commission launched a wide consultation on
the practical application of the principle of
mutual recognition. Using the results of this
consultation (which included asking the views
of the European Business Test Panel) the
Commission is now assessing the possible
options for enhancing legal certainty. In the
light of the results, it will take a decision
whether or not to propose legislation. This
decision is expected before the end of 2005.

The aim is to reduce uncertainty among
economic operators and national administrations
about their rights and obligations in the non
harmonised field of goods and thus to encourage
more trade on the basis of the mutual
recognition principle. It has been estimated that
non- or misapplication of the mutual recognition
principle cuts trade within the EU by 10%.

Enhancing the implementation of the +
New Approach Directives.

In May, 2003, the Commission adopted a
Communication (COM 240 of 7.5.2003)
setting out its views on how to improve the
operation of the “New Approach” Directives.
In November 2003 the Council subsequently
adopted a Resolution, welcoming the
objectives contained in the Communication and

The New Approach has been a very successful
way of facilitating trade in goods within the
Internal Market. The aim of the Directive is to
strengthen the levels of  confidence,
transparency, and administrative cooperation
between Member State authorities on which the
New Approach depends and thus to further

CS
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inviting the Commission to  propose
appropriate actions in the fields of conformity
assessment and of market surveillance. The
Commission is currently working on a draft
legislative proposal consolidating and updating
the basic legal texts for the New Approach and
the Global Approach (Council Resolutions of
7.5.1985 and of 21.12.1989, and Council
Decision 93/465/EEC).

facilitate the free circulation of goods

The revision of the New Approach will not
question the fundamental principles behind the
New Approach, but would update it and
strengthen it by filling the gaps identified in its
operation:

e Reinforce and co-ordinate market
surveillance systems (enforcement of
legislation at national level)

e Ensure coherence of rules for the operation of
Notified Bodies (e.g. certification, testing)

¢ Ensure that accreditation remains a public
authority activity

e Make certain that CE marking is protected.

Concluding performance-based contracts

These contracts have since been concluded. For
example CEN is trying to reduce the time it
takes to make a standard and has set a target of
three years.

The timely production of European standards is
an essential part of making European legislation
work, e.g. in the fields of construction or
machinery. A lack of standards hinders trade
and drives up costs.

with European standardisation
organisations.
Commission Communication on

Integrated Product Policy (IPP)

The Communication was published in June
2003 (COM (2003) 302 final). The Council
welcomed the Communication in its
conclusions of 27" October 2003. The
Commission is presently implementing the
actions foreseen; for example it has launched
two pilot projects concerning mobile phones

IPP aims to reduce environmental impacts of
products throughout their life cycle. The
Communication sets out a variety of ways to
achieve this objective, such as increasing the
availability of  environmental  product
information and stimulating ‘“green” public
procurement (see handbook on environmental

CS
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and teak furniture.

public procurement SEC 2004/1050). It sets a
framework within which Member States can
develop their own IPP strategies. It is important
that approaches are co-ordinated at EU level so
as to enhance their effectiveness and to prevent
divergent national approaches from fragmenting
the Internal Market.

Commission Communication on the
integration of environmental aspects into
the European standardisation process.

The Communication was adopted in February,
2004 (COM 2004 (103) final) and endorsed by
Council in October. Two workshops have been
organised to raise awareness of the importance
of environmental aspects for European
standardisation. The European Standardisation
Organisations have since taken steps to
implement the approach, e.g. by more closely
associating representatives from environmental
organisations to the standard setting process.

This aims at ensuring that greater account is
taken of environmental considerations at all
stages in the standardisation process. This will
not only support the achievement of
environmental goals, but also facilitate free
movement of goods as the scope for divergent
national standards diminishes.

Proposal for a Directive on unfair
business to consumer commercial
practices.

The Commission made a proposal in June
2003. Council reached political agreement in
May 2004. The EP has meanwhile begun its
second reading.

The directive would establish a general
prohibition of unfair commercial practices. It
will give consumers the same protection against
unfair business practices and rogue traders
irrespective of where they shop in the EU.
Outlawing unfair practices is good for all
reputable businesses.

Commission to implement its Action
Plan on European Contract Law.

The consultation on the 2003 Action Plan
generated considerable interest both from
Member States and stakeholders. In October,

Divergences between national contract laws may
create problems for consumers as well as for
traders. Without seeking to impose a single
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2004, the Commission published its follow-up
Communication (COM 2004 651 final) on
European Contract law and the revision of the
acquis (COM 2004 651 final), which sets out
the steps to be taken to draw up a Common
Frame of Reference (CFR). The work on the
CFR, which will take account of the ongoing
review of consumer protection law, is expected
to contribute to improving the coherence of the
legal framework. The Communication also
describes actions to promote EU-wide standard
contract terms, whilst indicating parameters on
the basis of which the opportuneness for an
optional contract-law instrument should be
assessed.

solution, the Commission is keen to ensure that
consumer protection and free movement of
products are fostered - and not hindered - by
national contract laws.

Proposal to recast the framework + The framework directive has been adopted in | The aim is to extend the highly successful EU
Directive on motor vehicles and their 2004. Member States have until the middle of | Whole Vehicle Type-Approval system for cars
trailers. 2005 to implement it into national law. to other types of vehicles.

The Council and European Parliament to +0 The Commission made its proposal (amending | The aim is the promotion of sustainable

adopt the framework Directive for the
setting of eco-design requirements for
energy-using products.

Council Directive 92/42/EEC and Directives
96/57/EC and 2000/55/EC) in August, 2003.

The European Parliament completed its first
reading in April 2004. The Council adopted a
common position in November 2004. Final
adoption is expected in the first half of 2005.

development by facilitating the free movement
of energy-using products within the Internal
Market, by increasing security of energy supply
and by strengthening environmental protection.
Reducing the overall environmental impact of a
product throughout the whole life cycle is
achieved by integrating environmental aspects
into product design.

CS
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The Commission to provide mandates to
European standardisation bodies to
develop new standards or revise existing
ones to ensure compliance with the
requirements of the General Product
Safety Directive.

The Commission has identified a first group of
products for which a standardisation mandate
will be given to CEN in early 2005. The
Commission will monitor implementation of
the Directive over the period of the Strategy
and prepare a report on its application,
including an assessment of market surveillance
and enforcement in the Member States by
2006.

The aim is to promote European standards
which will facilitate compliance with the
requirements of the General Product Safety

Directive. Its aim 1S tO ensure that consumer products placed on
the EU market are safe, whilst facilitating free movement of products within
the Internal Market.

The Commission to undertake a
comprehensive study on voluntary
marking at national and European level.

+/-

After discussions with Member States and
other interested parties, the Commission takes
the view that conducting a study may not be
the best way to resolve the underlying problem
of the proliferation of national voluntary
marks, which are private-sector based. The
problem of voluntary marks, which may act as
a barrier for companies from other Member
States to enter the market, can best be remedied
by promoting European-level marks. Such
marks whilst helping consumer choice do not
carry the risk of fragmenting the Internal
Market and of raising costs for SMEs without
measurable benefits.

For many SME:s trying to penetrate new markets
without having the advantage of name
recognition or branding, displaying adherence to
well known national voluntary marks is often
necessary. However, the costs of adhering to
multiple voluntary marks in different Member
States are high, and in many cases, prohibitive.
Voluntary marking, therefore, whilst often well-
intentioned, may in effect result in keeping non-
national companies off the market. The
promotion of European level marks is intended
to facilitate market entry in particular for SMEs.

CS
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2. Integrating services markets

Action

Status

State of Play

Expected impact

Proposal for a Directive on Services in
the Internal Market.

+

The Commission made its proposal in January,
2004. Discussions are gaining momentum in
Council and Parliament. The first reading is
expected to be completed during the first half
of 2005. The European Council, recognising
the importance of this measure for Europe’s
competitiveness and the Lisbon Strategy, has
requested that it be agreed before the end of
2005.

The Internal Market is still rife with barriers in
the field of services of a legal and administrative
nature. These range from duplicative licensing
requirements, economic needs tests to outright
bans. Removing these restrictions would free up
the enormous growth and job creation potential
of more than half of the economy which is
covered by the Commission’s proposal.
According to estimates, intra-EU trade and
investment would get a major boost.

Adoption of the Regulation on Sales
Promotion

Parliament delivered a very supportive first
reading in 2003. Nonetheless, Council has so
far failed to reach agreement, which is
disappointing. The main areas of contention are
the scope and the type of instrument.

If adopted, this would make it far easier for
businesses to use and communicate sales
promotions (discounts, premiums, free games,
promotional contests and games) across the
borders of the Member States and thus
encourage cross-border sales of their products
and services. The proposal is particularly
important for SMEs since sales promotions are
the most affordable forms of commercial
communications and are therefore used by all
companies including micro-enterprises. It is also
of fundamental importance for the European
direct marketing/mail order sectors.

CS
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Adoption of Directive on the recognition
of professional qualifications

+/-

Slower than expected progress of work in
Parliament has resulted in considerable delays.
It is expected that the measure can be adopted
during the second half of 2005.

This simplified measure should make it easier
for skilled professionals to provide cross-border
services and establish themselves in other
Member States. Greater mobility of skilled
professionals is important for the achievement
of the Lisbon objectives.

Commission Communication on the
competitiveness of business services

The Communication was adopted in December
2003 (COM (2003)747 final). In light of the
results of the consultations, a detailed Action
Plan will be proposed during 2005. This will
include actions to promote the development of
European standards and measures to improve
statistical coverage of services sectors.

Whilst the Services Directive aims at removing
legal and administrative barriers to cross-border
service provision and establishment, its positive
effects can be strengthened by a number of non-
legislative initiatives, e.g. in the field of service
quality standards.

The Commission, subject to the results
of a feasibility study, to propose an
extension to services other than
information society services of Directive
98/34/EC  requiring notification of
national technical rules and regulations
regarding products and information
society services.

The results of the feasibility study have been
received at the end of last year. The
Commission intends to make a proposal for a
Directive during the first half of 2005.

Extending the requirement for Member States to
notify technical rules to services (other than
information society services) will help prevent
future barriers to trade and establishment whilst
also promoting exchanges of view between
Member States as to the regulation of services
industries.

Adoption of the Prospectuses Directive.

The Directive was adopted in November 2003
(2003/71/EC). The Commission has organised
a number of technical workshops to help
Member States implement the directive
correctly and on time (by July 2005).

This measure will make it easier for companies
to raise money on an EU-wide basis as it
obviates the need for multiple prospectuses to
meet different requirements. This simplification
is accompanied by provisions to protect
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investors.

Communication on
settlement.

clearing  and

The Communication was adopted in April
2004 (COM (2004)312.

Improved clearing and settlement arrangements
are essential to an efficient and integrated
securities market. Current bottlenecks raise the
costs of money transfers between Member
States.

The Commission to propose a new
Capital Adequacy Directive.

The Commission adopted the proposal in July
2004 (COM (2004)486). The proposed
implementation date is end 2006. The proposal
is still under negotiation in Council and
Parliament.

The overall aims are to maximise the
effectiveness of capital requirement rules,
ensure continuing financial stability, maintain
confidence in financial investment and protect
consumers. The new regime is also designed to
ensure that capital requirements for lending to
small and medium-sized enterprises are
appropriate and proportionate.

The Council and European Parliament to
adopt the Investment Services Directive.

The directive was adopted in April 2004
(2004/39/EC). Its transposition deadline is
2006. Commission implementing measures
will follow as from beginning 2005.

This measure must be seen against the backdrop
of major structural changes in EU financial
markets over the past five years. It will offer
investment firms a "single passport" which
allows them to operate across the EU on the
basis of the rules in their home state, while at the
same time providing investors with a high level
of protection.

The Council and European Parliament to
adopt the Transparency Directive.

The directive was agreed in May 2004 after a
single reading. However, formal adoption has
been delayed because of translation constraints
and is expected shortly. The transposition

The aim is to increase the quantity and quality of
information (e.g. on shareholding and changes
of shareholding) investors have access to with
regard to publicly quoted companies. Apart from
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deadline foreseen is 24 months after its

adoption.

safeguarding investors' interests, the proposal
should help to further integrate Europe's
securities markets and increase the availability
of funds for investment.

In light of the Council and European
Parliament’s response to the
Commission’s report on the safety of
services for consumers, the Commission
has to decide whether to make a proposal
for a legislative framework aimed at
monitoring and supporting national
policies and measures in this area.

A Commission report on the safety of services
for consumers was adopted in June 2003
(COM 2003) 313 final). The Council endorsed
its findings in a Resolution of November 2003.

The Commission has not yet decided on future
initiatives, which will depend on the results of
several projects and further analysis.

The aim is to ensure as far as possible that
services which consumers use are safe. The
approach will cover the systematic collection of
data on accidents, injuries and risks (currently
available data is inadequate), procedures for the
exchange of information on national policy and
regulatory developments and procedures for the
establishment of European standards where
necessary.

Council and European Parliament to
adopt the Consumer Credit directive.

The Commission adopted an amended proposal
in October, in response to the Parliament's first
reading amendments.

Aim of the directive is to enable progress
towards an effective single credit market with
greater choice and strong consumer protection.
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Ensuring high quality network industries

negotiate an open skies agreement with
the US

mandate from the Council in June 2003. There
were six negotiating sessions EU-US between
October 2003 and June 2004. A first step
agreement could not be signed yet, because of
the issue of access to the US domestic market
for EU airlines. Further negotiations will take

Action Status | State of play Expected impact
Single European Sky for air traffic + Four regulations were adopted in March 2004 | More efficient use of FEurope’s air traffic
management and have entered into force in April. In | management should help reduce air transport
addition, all institutional arrangements have | delays and lower costs whilst increasing
been completed for the implementation of the | passenger safety.
Single Sky Initiative. The first implementing
rules are now being prepared and a programme
for modernisation of air traffic management
systems (SESAME) is being launched.
Second package of measures to revitalise + The 2nd rail package was adopted in April, | This should result in more competitive rail
European railways 2004. It provides for a complete market | freight services, promoting a shift from road-to-
opening of rail freight by 1 January 2007, | rail by offering business better conditions and a
develops a common rail safety approach in the | higher-quality service.
EU and sets up a European Railway Agency.
Member States will have to implement the
provisions before 1 May 2006 (31 December
2005 for rail freight market opening).
Council mandate to the Commission to + The Commission received a negotiating | This would allow the restructuring of EU air

transport industry by removing current obstacles
to airlines’ mergers, generate employment and
expand opportunities for airlines, airports,
tourism, business links and cargo transport. It is
for example estimated that an EU/US open
aviation area would generate consumer benefits
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place in 2005 with US.

of at least 5 billion $ a year.

Adoption of legislation completing the
Internal Market for gas and electricity

The market for non household customers has
been open since July 2004. Market opening for
household customers is due for July 2007; the
directives were adopted in June 2003
(Directives 2003/54/EC and 2003/55/EC.

This will increase competition in distribution
and supply and widens choice for businesses
(and for households from 2007). Competition is
expected to exert downward pressure on prices.

The Commission will undertake a review
of the legal and administrative situation
in the water and waste-water sector. This
will include an analysis of the
competition aspects, in full respect of
Treaty guarantees for services of general
economic interest and environmental
provisions.

The Commission has completed its review and
expects shortly to publish its findings.

The effective application of existing Community
rules, including the Treaty guarantees for
services of general economic interest and
environmental provisions, can contribute to
creating the conditions for a modernisation of
the water sector. Investment needs in this sector
to meet high quality and environmental
standards are significant.

Green Paper on Public Private
Partnerships.

The Commission published its Green Paper
in April 2004 (COM (2004) 327).

The public consultation ended 30 July 2004.
Some 200 contributions were received. The
Commission is analysing these contributions
and expects to draw policy conclusions and,
where appropriate, prepare concrete initiatives
during 2005.

The aim of the green paper is to start a process
to increase legal certainty for public and private
bodies who wish to develop joint
(infrastructural) projects. Achieving greater
legal certainty can be expected to increase the
level of investments and promote the
development of high-quality public services.
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4. Reducing the impact of tax obstacles

the company tax field and examining

different  options  for  providing
companies with a consolidated tax base
for their EU-wide activities
(COM(2003)726)

Communication in November 2003. 2 options
were identified for further action. A pilot
scheme for SMEs to use 'home state' rules to
compute their tax base across the EU ('Home
State Taxation - HST') and the development of
a common consolidated corporate tax base for
all companies operating across the EU. Work

Action Status | State of play Expected impact
Proposals amending the existing Parent + Parent Subsidiary Directive: These Directives eliminate double taxation and
Subsidiary Directive (90/435/EEC) and o ‘ ' allow companies organising their operations on
the existing Merger Directive The Comm1s§10n S}lbmltted a proposal n Ju!y a cross-border basis to defer payment of certain
(90/434/EEC) 2003. After intensive technical discussions In | taxes. The amendments extend the benefits of
Council, the proposal was adopt‘ed In | these Directives to more types of companies
December 2003 (COUPCII DlTe.Cthe and, as regards the Merger Directive, to
2003/123/EC). Implementation date is 1 | additional types of restructuring operations.
January 2005.
Merger Directive:
The Commission submitted a proposal in
October 2003. Intensive technical discussions
in Council started in November 2003. Political
agreement was reached in Council in
December 2004. Formal adoption is due to take
place beginning of 2005.
Communication reporting on progress in + The Commission presented the | A consolidated base could be achieved without

harmonising corporate tax rates and would go a
long way towards solving the problems faced by
companies. It would also make the functioning
of the Internal Market more transparent by
making it easier to compare the merits of
carrying out operations in different locations.
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on a Commission Recommendation concerning
HST is progressing with a target date of early
2005 for approval by the Commission. The
Commission is currently finalising the details
of a technical working group, which under its
chairmanship will carry out the preparatory
work on defining a common consolidated
corporate tax base. The work of this expert
group is expected to provide a major input into
a formal Commission proposal for such a base.

Communication setting out review and
update of VAT strategy priorities
(following the Strategy launched in
2000)

The Communication (COM (2003)614) was
adopted in October 2003 and sets out further
steps to modernise and simplify the VAT
system.

Simplifying the VAT system for businesses and
decreasing its costs is a major aim of the
strategy as set out in the Communication..

A proposal to take concrete measures to
simplify VAT obligations for companies,
amongst which the introduction of a
single place of VAT compliance for all
businesses trading in Member States
where they have no establishment.

Directive was proposed end of October 2004
(COM (2004) 728) and will soon be discussed
by Council and EP.

Such an initiative would decrease the
administrative burden of VAT for companies.
This will lower compliance costs and make it
casier to do business across borders.

Communication on the effect of case law
of the ECJ on dividend taxation systems.

The Communication (COM (2003) 810) on
"Dividend taxation of individuals in the
Internal Market" was adopted in December
2003.

Several Member States have changed their
systems of dividend taxation, in order to take

This aims to eliminate discrimination in some
Member States who impose a higher tax on
cross-border dividends than on domestic
dividends. Such rules are a strong disincentive
to the cross-border holding of shares and slow
down the creation of pan-European equity
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account of court judgments (in particular C-
35/98 — Verkooijen, and C-319/02 -
Maninnen). Several infringement procedures
are underway.

markets.

The Commission to present legislative
proposals to remove the obstacles to the
free movement of cars in the Internal
Market.

This will be proposed the second quarter of
2005.

Aim is to modernise and simplify the existing
vehicle taxation systems and to better co-
ordinate them, with the final aim of removing
tax obstacles and distortions to free circulation
of cars within the Internal Market and use fiscal
measures as a tool to reduce CO2 emissions
from passenger cars.
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5. Expanding procurement opportunities

administrative  co-operation, notably

expanded to include all 25 Member States. It

Action Status | State of play Expected impact

Adoption of the "legislative package" + The new directives were adopted in March | The aim is to simplify public procurement rules.

which updates the existing legal 2004. Member States have until 31 January | The new rules facilitate the use of electronic

framework for public procurement. 2006 to implement them into national law. procurement and are sufficiently flexible for the
complex contracts which can arise, for example,
in the context of Trans-European Networks.

The Commission to develop an Action +/- The action plan has been adopted by the | The action plan provides a blueprint for actions

Plan on e-procurement. Commission 13 December 2004. in order to allow substantial part of procurement
to be carried out electronically by 2006. The
first step will be to translate the legal provisions
of the public procurement package into
functional requirements. The Commission will
also give mandates to FEuropean standards
organisations, where necessary, to develop
technical standards for e-procurement

The Commission to publish a Green + The Commission published its Green Paper in | The aim is to promote value for money in what

Paper assessing the need for any further summer 2004 (COM (2004)608). Deadline for | is a € 30 billion EU market for defence

initiatives  in  European  defence comments is end January 2005. The | procurement. Providing greater clarity about

procurement. Commission will then analyse the results and, | Treaty exceptions is expected to contribute to

if appropriate, propose specific initiatives. more open procurement which in turn will help

EU industries become more competitive on the
global market.

The Member States should strengthen +/- The PPN network has meanwhile been | The aim is to resolve any cross-border

procurement problems at the pre-contracting
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through the further development of the
fledgling Public Procurement Network
(PPN) established on the initiative of the
Danish authorities. Member States
should ensure that the PPN is sufficiently
well funded so as to be able to meet its
ambitions.

meets annually and relies on rotating
Presidencies. While it is a useful forum for the
exchange of information, there is little to no
information on actual performance of the
network as far as problem-solving is
concerned.

stage and to promote the exchange of best
practices (using benchmarking techniques).

The Member States should stimulate and
develop procurement training (possibly
using the Internet), particularly to raise
the awareness of European rules amongst
procurement officials at all levels of
government. Best practices could be
exchanged through the PPN.

The PPN has decided to concentrate on
exchanges of best practices relevant for the
proper and timely implementation of the
legislative package

This  should raise awareness amongst
procurement officials at all levels of government
of the need to comply with European
procurement rules. It can be expected that this
will contribute to higher publication rates,
clearer tender documents, fewer infringements
and less need for legal action.

The Commission to propose
amendments to strengthen  the
Procurement Remedies Directive,

possibly including the strengthening of
the powers of national surveillance
authorities on which it will conduct a
prior consultation.

+/-

The Commission has consulted stakeholders,
including members of the European Business
Test Panel, on possible options. It is now
carrying out an extended impact assessment on
the different options. In light of the outcome,
the Commission may make a proposal for a
directive before the end of 2005.

This will promote better compliance with the
rules as bidders will have access to more
effective redress mechanisms.
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Improving conditions for business

Action

Status

State of play

Expected impact

Regulation on the Community Patent.

Council so far failed to reach agreement,
especially because of language issues.
Currently the Commission is reflecting on if
and how to take this further. The Kok Report
calls on Member States to “deliver or drop it”.
Two accompanying proposals on jurisdiction
and on the setting up of a Patent Court are also
before Council.

The proposed system will establish a single EU-
wide patent, bringing important benefits for
innovators in terms of obtaining, enforcing and
managing their rights. It will provide protection
in 25 Member States for around the same price
(or slightly less) as is currently paid for
protection in just 5 countries.

on the
property

Adoption of the directive
enforcement of intellectual
rights.

The Directive was adopted in April 2004 on its
first reading. The transposition deadline is
April 2006. A meeting with the Member States
has been scheduled in February 2005 to
monitor the implementation process.

This will create a level playing field for the
enforcement of intellectual property rights in
different EU countries. It is an essential part of
the fight against piracy and counterfeiting which
causes immense damage to the EU economy.

Directive on the patentability of

computer-implemented inventions.

Council reached a political agreement in May
2004. This still has to be formalised. Attention
will then shift to the Parliament.

This will clarify and make more transparent the
boundaries of patent law in this field. It will
stimulate innovation and benefit software
developers and suppliers as well as the users of
patentable technology.

Take-over bids Directive

+/-

This was adopted in April 2004. The

transposition deadline is May 2006.

A Directive ensuring a high degree of
harmonisation at EU level would have
facilitated pan-European restructuring.
However, the agreement reached in Council falls
short of what is required to create a genuinely
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level playing field.

Legal  endorsement of  existing
International Accounting Standards.

The Commission has adopted a regulation in
September 2003 endorsing IAS for use in the
EU as from 2005. All TAS standards will be
endorsed before 1.1.2005 except for IAS 39
(which is about derivatives) which is only
partially endorsed. IFRS 2 has been submitted
to the Accounting Regulatory Committee in
December 2004 and will be adopted by the end
of January 2005. Further work will need to take
place in the International Accounting Standards
Board on IAS 39 to eliminate the existing
carve outs.

All EU-listed companies are now required to
prepare  their consolidated accounts in
accordance with IAS from 2005. IAS are
established by the International Accounting
Standards Board but have to be endorsed for use
within the EU. This will improve competition
and transparency and makes free movement of
capital easier.

Communication on statutory audit.

The Communication was published in May
2003 (COM (2003) 286) and was followed by
the proposal for a Directive in this field. (See
action below).

This sets out priorities for 2003 and beyond
aimed at improving and harmonising the quality
of statutory audit in the EU. It will ensure that
investors can rely fully on the accuracy of
audited accounts, prevent conflicts of interest for
auditors and enhance the EU's protection against
Parmalat-type scandals.

Proposal to modernise the g™t company
law Directive on statutory audit of
annual accounts and consolidated
accounts.

The proposal was adopted in March 2004 and
is currently being negotiated in Council and
EP. Expected adoption by mid-2005.

If adopted, this will strengthen access to and
regulation of the audit profession and will aim to
ensure proper oversight of the audit profession
at national level and appropriate co-ordination at
EU level.
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Proposal for a 10" Company Law
Directive on cross-border mergers.

Currently the proposal is being discussed in
Council and EP.

The Council agreed a general approach at the
end of November, 2004.

If adopted, this proposal will make cross-border
mergers simpler for all companies with share
capital. However, it will be especially useful for
small and medium-sized businesses that want to
operate in more than one Member State, but not
throughout Europe, and thus are not likely to
seek incorporation under the FEuropean
Company Statute.

Proposal for a 14 Company Law
Directive on cross-border transfer of
registered office.

The proposal is expected to be adopted by the
Commission in January 2005.

If adopted this proposal will harmonise current
legislation in the EU with regard to the transfer
of a company’s seat.

The Council to adopt the proposed
reform of the merger regime.

The new Council Regulation (139/2004) on the
control of concentrations between undertakings
and the Implementing Regulation (802/2004)
have entered into force on 1 May 2004. The
Commission has also adopted “Guidelines on
the assessment of horizontal mergers” (OJ C
31, 05.02.2004) dealing with the substantive
aspects of the reform as well as a “Notice on
Case Referral in respect of concentrations”
setting out the principles of the jurisdictional
reform.

The reform of the Merger Control Regime
included both jurisdictional and procedural
issues. It ensures the continuing effectiveness of
merger control in the context of globalisation
and enlargement of the EU.

The Commission to adopt a new block
exemption Regulation with regard to
technology agreements.

This regulation has been adopted 27 April
2004.

The aim is to facilitate technology transfer
agreements between companies.
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The  Commission to adopt a
Communication on the management of
copyright and related rights in the
Internal Market.

The Communication was adopted in April
2004(COM (2004) 261). A further consultation
was launched amongst stakeholders and an
extended impact assessment is now under way
in preparation for a Directive on the Collective
Management of Rights.

These initiatives aim at implementing the
measures necessary to create a more favourable
environment for the cross-border marketing and
licensing of these rights.

The Member States to continue their
efforts to further reduce the total amount
of state aid while re-directing aid
towards  horizontal  objectives  of
Community interest, such as the
environment, research and development
and SMEs.

Total state aid provided remains under 1% of
GDP. Specific country information can be
found in the state aid scoreboard from
November 2004 COM(2004) 750 final.

The aim is to reduce the amount and distortive
effect of state aid, thus creating a more level
playing field in the Internal Market.
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tackle tax discrimination against pension
funds established in other Member
States. The Commission will vigorously
pursue any cases which come to its
attention and ensure that the relevant

relevant national rules and taking the necessary
steps to ensure their compliance with the
Treaty. Several member states have already
eliminated tax obstacles or have announced
that they will do this soon. Eight infringement

7. Meeting the demographic challenge
Action Status | State of play Expected impact
Analysis of Member States’ compliance + The analysis has been carried out and shows The objective is to make it easier for citizens to
with ECJ case law relating to cross- that the Internal Market in health services is benefit from medical treatment in other Member
border provision of and access to health not functioning satisfactorily. The Services States provided that certain requirements are
services Directive seeks to clarify the legal situation in | fulfilled. This is particularly important in cases
this respect. where there are long waiting lists in the home
Member State.
The Commission to examine the +/- A second stage consultation was launched in | Aim is to facilitate the free movement of
desirability of proposing a Directive on September 2003 (first round was in June 2001). | workers across Europe. The proposal for a
portability of occupational pensions. It suggested action to be taken by the social | Directive will aim at fixing minimal
partners to address obstacles to the acquisition | requirements based on the current situation in
of pension rights, to improve the preservation | the Member States. It will constitute a first step
of acquired pension rights and to facilitate the | in a progressive approach to improve the
transfer of pension rights between schemes. | portability of occupational pension rights for
Since there was no agreement amongst the | mobile workers.
social partners, the Commission is currently
preparing a proposal for a Directive (to be
adopted in 2005).
The Commission to continue its action to + The Commission is presently examining the | Aim is to eliminate tax discrimination to create a

level playing field for pension funds with the
result that citizens who decide to work in
another Member State will not have to change
pension funds to continue to benefit from tax
relief and so that companies operating in several
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ECJ jurisprudence is complied with
throughout the EU.

cases have already been opened.

Member States can run a single pension fund for
all employees.
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8. Simplifying the regulatory environment

been completed. A number of proposals to
simplify the rules have already been made and
others are in preparation. These range from
rules in the automotive sector to company law.
Meanwhile, the Council has drawn up a
shortlist of priority measures which offer scope
for simplification (e.g. on company law, waste)
which the Commission will take into account
in its on-going simplification work. In the
agricultural sector, an important process for the
simplification of its legislation has been
launched with first results in 2004 (98 legal
acts declared obsolete) and further actions are
planned for 2005.

Action Status | State of play Expected impact

Ex-ante impact assessment +/- The majority of Commission initiatives taken | If carried out properly, impact assessment
in 2004 have been subject to extended impact | introduces greater transparency, provides an
assessment (compared to 17% in 2003). In | objective basis for decision-making and
2005, this will be the case for all initiatives. improves the quality of any new rules.

Simplification of existing EU rules. +/- The screening of different policy sectors has Whilst many Internal Market measures have

considerably reduced paperwork and removed
obstacles to trade, it is important that the
Community institutions tackle those measures
which have become too burdensome or
overcomplicated. Simplifying or removing these
will bring significant economic benefits.

Simplification is a shared responsibility — so
Member States will also need to make a
contribution by ensuring that they implement
EU rules in the simplest way possible (Inter
Institutional Agreement on better law making
2003/C321/01).

Mechanism for reporting on particularly
complex rules.

Several Member States have launched such
mechanisms, for example, Belgium and the
Netherlands. Meanwhile, the Council’s efforts

Efforts at achieving better regulation will only
result in tangible benefits if there are ways to
identify bad regulation. Once the problems are
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to identify simplification priorities have
triggered  extensive  consultations  with
(national) business organisations and other
NGOs. Such methods, if they can be put on a
more permanent footing, would obviate the
need for a mechanism at EU level.

identified, steps can be taken to address them.

The Commission to draw up an “Internal
Market compatibility test” following
consultations with the  European
Parliament and Member States.

The problem of possible incoherence or
conflict between national and EU rules has
been addressed in a number of ways. First, the
Commission is working with Member States to
ensure that they implement the mutual
recognition principle in their national law,
where possible in a horizontal way (most new
Member States have done this). Furthermore,
in its Recommendation on Transposition of
Internal Market lawzg, the Commission
encourages Member States inter alia to avoid
“gold-plating” and take account of the Internal
Market dimension when implementing
directives. Lastly, the Commission plans to
propose an extension of the notification
requirement for national technical rules and
regulations to services (which already exists
for goods and information society services).
These approaches — taken together — should
considerably reduce the risk of conflict

These tests would act as guidance for national
legislators at all levels of government to ensure
that their actions do not inadvertently impinge
on the free movement principles of the Treaty.

» SEC(2004) 918.
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between national and European rules.

Commission to develop with the +/- The Commission has received the results of a | It is important that policy-makers have some
Member States indicators to measure major study on possible indicators which it is | way of monitoring and measuring progress on
progress towards a higher quality currently analysing. In parallel, it has | better regulation, information which it can share
regulatory framework for the Internal developed with the Member States a | with the general public. Such indicators will also
Market. questionnaire for business which can be used to | help identify delays or bottlenecks which can

track progress over time. This survey will | then be tackled.

shortly be launched via the European Business

Test Panel.
The Commission to develop a coherent +/- This concerns particularly the use of different | It is important that the different instruments

approach to the question of legislative
technique and the choice of legal
instrument in the Internal Market.

instruments  (i.e.  harmonisation, mutual
recognition) and coherence between Internal
Market and other important policies, such as
consumer policy.

chosen to support various policy objectives are
the appropriate ones and that they are as far as
possible mutually supportive. There is certainly
scope for improving further the links between
Internal Market and other policies and for
developing the kind of evidence-based system
which will help policy-makers to decide, for
example, when harmonisation should be pursued
(instead of mutual recognition) and at what
level.
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9. Enforcing the rules

Action

Status

State of play

Expected impact

Meet transposition targets as set by the
Spring European Council.

The record gets worse every year (deficit has
risen from 2.3% to 3.2% since 2003 — see
annex I). Targets set by the European Council
seem to have little to no effect. The Dutch
presidency has now asked Ministers to notify
by which date the national deficit will be at or
below the European Council’s target. It is
hoped that Ministers will want to deliver on
their personal commitment.

Member States who do not respect their
transposition obligations deprive businesses and
citizens of their rights, distort competition and
prevent the exploitation of the full economic
benefits of a properly functioning Internal
Market.

The  Commission to  issue a
Recommendation setting out “best
practices” to speed up and improve the
quality of transposition of Internal
Market Directives.

The recommendation, which was based on best
practices provided by Member States, was
published in July (SEC (2004)918).

As a follow-up to the Competitiveness Council
held at the end of September 2004, Member
States agreed to conduct an internal screening
of their administrative procedures and practices
to identify those best practices which can be
used to improve their records. Results will be
reported in 2005.

This is an attempt to promote learning amongst
Member States to help them organise their
internal systems for the implementation of EU
directives as efficiently as possible. This should
translate into better transposition records.

Organising ~ “preventive”  dialogues
between the Commission and Member
States after adoption but before national

The Commission holds transposition “package
meetings” with Member States to clarify legal
provisions and help speed up implementation.
These have been held with most EU-15

The aim is to achieve better and more consistent
implementation of the rules and avoid delays.
Prevention (i.e. detection of problems early) is
always better than cure (the Commission having
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implementation of Directives.

Member States; and will start with the new
Member States as from 2005. In parallel, the
Commission increasingly organises more
technical discussions with all Member States
shortly after adoption of a directive to promote
understanding and to secure consistent
implementation. Examples include market
abuse, occupational pensions and financial
conglomerates.

to take legal action for non-conformity of
national implementing measures).

The Commission proposes that a
standard transposition period should be
set  within the Inter-Institutional
Agreement on Better Regulation, from
which departures are only permitted if
this can be justified by the complexity of
the measure.

This standard transposition period (2 years
maximum) is now set in the Inter Institutional
Agreement (2003/C 321/01).

This will make the transposition process and
obligations more predictable and in so doing
facilitate planning.

Proposal for a Regulation on co-
operation between national authorities
responsible for the enforcement of
consumer protection laws.

The Regulation was adopted in October, 2004
(EC2006/2004). Member States have until
December 2006 to implement its provisions.
Informal cooperation to facilitate
implementation has already started.

This will establish a network to detect,
investigate and stop cross border rogue traders.
There is also the possibility to conclude EU
agreements with third countries to do the same.

The Commission to propose a legal
instrument to make certain
implementation ~ aspects, such as
electronic notification of implementing
measures and the use of concordance

+/-

This has proven not to be necessary anymore
as the mandatory use of concordance tables is
included in the above mentioned Inter
Institutional Agreement. A large number of
Member States notify electronically and the
Commission expects that this will further

This will make the transposition process and
obligations more transparent.
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tables, mandatory.

increase in 2005.

The Commission to publish the results of
a study on the different options for
improving the enforcement of Internal
Market law.

+/-

While the Commission continues to take the
view that Member States should take more
ownership of the Internal Market, it has
decided after discussions with the Internal
Market Advisory Committee to pursue a
bottom-up rather than a top-down approach.
This means that it will give priority to putting
in place the (information) systems to enable
Member States to co-operate amongst
themselves, exchanging information and
providing mutual assistance. It will start with
developing a system that can support the
administrative co-operation needed for the
services directive. Member States will of
course want to ensure that their internal
organisation takes account of this need to co-
operate.

The aim is to strengthen administrative co-
operation so that the Internal Market can work
better in practice. Stronger links between
national administrations of the different Member
States can be expected to contribute to greater
confidence in each other’s systems and controls.

Internet facility setting out the various
redress procedures available to citizens,
consumers and businesses.

+/-

Access to a wide range of information, advice
and redress networks will be provided through
the Your Europe portal, to be launched in
January 2005 (see last action under next
chapter).

This will allow citizens, consumers and
businesses to see the whole range of possibilities
available to them and the time and costs
involved in each option. It will enable them to
choose the means of redress most suited to their
needs.
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10. Providing more and better information

Action Status

State of play

Expected impact

Member States to draw up national -
information plans.

Only four Member States have submitted such
information plans. It is therefore proposed to
pursue cooperation on Internal Market
information in other ways, particularly through
the Your Europe portal project (see below).

Better information will lead to more citizens and
businesses taking advantage of the many
opportunities offered to them by the Internal
Market.

Member States to take responsibility for +
national-level information made
available through the Dialogue with
Citizens.

The pre-existing information has now been
updated, with the exception of a small number
of documents on which information from the
responsible Member State is still awaited. In
the case of the new Member States, the
exercise of preparing the necessary fact sheets
has been launched. In order to ensure that
information remains up to date, Member States
should take ownership of the fact sheets and
keep them up to date.

The Dialogue provides citizens with targeted,
practical information about how to exercise their
Internal market rights. It does so by providing a
series of EU level guides dealing with different
areas (e.g. living, working and studying in
another Member State) and national fact sheets
providing detailed instructions on how to
exercise Internal Market rights in individual
Member States.

The Commission to improve the +
Dialogue web-sites to provide better
access to practical information.

A new user-friendly Dialogue with Citizens
website was launched in  May 2004
(http://europa.eu.int/citizensrights).
Improvements to the Dialogue with Business
website are being pursued in the framework of
the Your Europe project (see below).

See above

The Commission to extend the Citizens +
Signpost Service to the new Member

The service was extended to new Member
States on 1 May 2004. About 500 enquiries

Enable citizens from new Member States to
benefit from the service which provides
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States.

were received from residents of the new
Member States between May and November.

practical advice and/or signposting to an
appropriate local, national, or EU organisation

The Commission and Member States to
extend the Euroguichet (network of
European Consumer Centres (ECC). The
aim is to have at least one ECC in all
MS.

The Commission is working on extending the
network, and from beginning 2005 merging it
with the European Extra-Judicial Network
(EEJ-Net). EEJ-Net is a network of clearing
houses which inform and assist consumers in
using alternative disputes resolution schemes
throughout the enlarged EU.

Currently, there are 15 ECCs in 13 Member
States. There will in principle be a contact
point of the merged network in each "old"
Member State as well as in Norway and
Iceland. Merged centres will be created in
some of the New Member States in 2005.

The aim of the network is to provide
information to consumers and assist them in
pursuing cross border-complaints. The merger
with the EEJ-Net should create a credible
system that all stakeholders can trust by
providing consumers with a seamless and
effective service. There are a number of other
significant benefits that such a merger could
bring: more efficient administrative and
financial management; greater profile and
coherence of the actions and a strengthening of
the knowledge-base (a combined structure will
enable statistical data to be more efficiently
processed).

The Commission to set up a top-class
information portal bringing together the
Dialogue and the Signpost Service with
other related initiatives, such as
SOLVIT, European Consumer Centres,
Fin-Net and EEJ-Net.

The first version of the Your Europe portal will
be launched in January 2005.

The new portal, which is financed under the
IDA  (Interchange of Data  between
Administrations) programme, will provide
access to a wide range of practical information
for citizens and businesses at both EU and
national level as well as to advice and problem-
solving services. It is managed by an editorial
board with representatives of the Member
States. Work will continue with a view to
developing an improved version, including e-
services, by 2006.
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