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ITBITEH ITPOTOKOIT HA PABUCKBAHMATA OT 1 AIIPUIT 2025 T.

IN THE CHAIR: ROBERTA METSOLA

President

1. OrkpuBaHe Ha 3aceJaHMETO

(The sitting opened at 09:01)

2. 3akmioueHus ot 3acemanuero Ha EBponeiickus cber ot 20 Mapt 2025 r. (pa3uckBaHe)

President. — Good morning to you all. The first item on the agenda today is the debate on the European Council and
Commission statements on the Conclusions of the European Council of 20 March 2025. I will start by immediately
giving the floor to the President of the European Council, Antonio Costa.

Antoénio Costa, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, Madam President of the European Commission,
Commissioners, honourable Members, two weeks ago we concluded a very productive European Council. We addressed
many crucial issues, including our support to Ukraine, defence, and migration. At a time when people’s concerns focus
on their economic situation, on wages, on quality jobs, on the twin transition, leaders do not lose sight of the urgency
to deliver answers to these concerns.

To the contrary, our meeting had a strong focus on competitiveness, on shared prosperity, on how to build a more
resilient and sustainable future for European citizens. Moved by a sense of urgency in the geoeconomic context, and
building upon important initiatives of the European Commission, in line with the Competitiveness Compass, the
European Council decided to take action to close our innovation gap, to close our productivity gap, to cut red tape.

To renew the European Union's promise of shared prosperity, leaders focused on three key areas: first, on cutting
unnecessary red tape; second, on making energy more affordable for citizens and companies; and third, on turning
savings into productive investments.

Through the reduction of bureaucracy by 25 % for all companies and 35 % for SMEs, we will make it easier for all
companies in our economic space, without losing sight of our goals, such as the green transition.

Through the reduction of energy prices, we respond to the needs of our citizens and help companies be more compe-
titive.

Through the integration of our financial markets, businesses and citizens will get the funding for more innovative
companies.

Business as usual is not an option, because, as of today, around EUR 300 billion of European Union families’ savings
flow out of European Union markets each year. These are EUR 300 billion that don’t fund businesses in the European
Union, and this needs to change. This is why we agreed clear targets, clear taskings, clear timelines to guide our work
towards a genuine savings and investments union.
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Becoming more competitive on all fronts is not just the right path; it is the only path for a stronger Union. Because
being competitive means creating more economic resilience, more quality jobs and better salaries for our citizens. But
competitiveness also needs a strong investment in education, research, innovation and skills.

That is why it was so important to host, the day before the European Council, the Tripartite Social Summit, together
with the social partners. Working closely with the unions and business federations is the right path to ensure that strong
competitiveness results in shared prosperity for all, to ensure that our values and our social model are protected — values
and social cohesion which are at the core of our European project, a project of peace and prosperity that needs econo-
mic strength and defence credibility to go hand in hand.

On the one hand, defence and security investments drive technological advancements that benefit industries beyond the
military sector, linking regions and supply chains from various Member States, interconnecting sectors, infrastructures,
centres of knowledge and local communities for the benefit of a more cohesive and competitive Union that leaves no
one behind, no region forgotten.

On the other hand, a more prosperous economy will make sure that we have the resources to invest in our own
defence. The decisions we took in the March European Councils were a turning point in moving towards a strong and
more sovereign "Europe of defence’.

It was the result of a very good cooperation with the European Commission and their President, which presented its
very useful white paper just before the last European Council. The activation of the national escape clause will free up
fiscal space in the national budgets of the Member States. The SAFE instrument of up to EUR 150 billion in loans will
support Member States in boosting the defence capabilities that are urgently needed.

We now need to continue to move with a sense of urgency to complete this work and, if necessary, take further
decisions, to ensure a just and lasting peace in Ukraine, a just and lasting peace in Europe as a whole.

Finally, leaders agreed to boost our network of partners. It is critical, precisely in this time, that the European Union
must deepen its ties with like-minded nations and expand strategic partnerships towards global stability.

When trust in multilateral institutions is under strain, and unpredictability is the norm, the European Union is a reliable,
predictable and trusted partner and is behind the United Nations and the United Nations Charter, no matter what. That
is why it was so relevant to welcome, in the European Council, the United Nations Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres,
to discuss Europe’s global engagements. Building our partnerships, strengthening our trade relations, has been a core
priority since the start of our mandate.

It is impossible to tackle climate change on our own. It is impossible to reduce global inequalities unilaterally. It is
impossible to protect oceans and biodiversity by ourselves. A multipolar world needs a strong multilateral system and
the international rules-based order, driven by a bold sense of purpose — of peace, prosperity and partnerships.

Let me conclude. First of all, for the European Council, it’s very clear: the sense of urgency on defence and on compe-
titiveness — urgency on cutting red tape, urgency on promoting a savings and investments union, and urgency to
approve the global framework to invest more, better, faster, together, in our own defence.

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Commission. — Madam President, dear Roberta; Mr President of the Council, dear
Anténio; honourable Members, indeed, one of the main topics of the last European Council was competitiveness, and
today I would like to focus on the threats to global prosperity and stability — thus our competitiveness — and the rise of
protectionism.

And as our domestic agenda cannot be seen separately from global developments around us, let me start with the US
tariffs. When the dream of a united Europe began, it started with a very simple idea: let’s create one single market. Let’s
break barriers, take tariffs down. That is what made us strong, because our companies grew and so did the ties that bind
us together.
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And then in the same spirit, we worked with partners across the world, including the United States. We built strong
connections that we believed were unbreakable. And trade brought more than prosperity; it brought the idea of a shared
way of life.

And with commerce, our partnership has also grown. Countless other friendships across the Atlantic. And because of
this collective experience of the last, well, almost 75 years, so many Europeans feel utterly disheartened by the announ-
cement from the United States.

Let me be clear: Europe did not start this confrontation. We think it is wrong. But my message to you today is that we
have everything we need to protect our people and our prosperity. We have the largest single market in the world. We
have the strength to negotiate. We have the power to push back. And the people of Europe should know that, together,
we will always promote and defend our interests and our values and together, we will always stand up for our Europe.

So far, the US administration has announced a 25 % increase in tariffs on imports of steel and aluminium, cars and car
parts. The next sectors facing tariffs will be semiconductors, pharmaceuticals and timber. And tomorrow we expect
another announcement with so-called 'reciprocal’ tariffs that will immediately apply to almost all goods and many
countries in the world.

Of course, there are severe issues in the world of trade — without any question — overcapacities, we know about the
imbalances, we see unfair subsidies, denial of market access or IP theft. And I hear Americans when they say some
others have taken advantage of the rules — I agree. We also suffer from it. So, let'’s work on it.

But tariffs across the board make things worse, not better. Tariffs are taxes that will be paid by the people. Tariffs are
taxes for the Americans on their groceries and their medication. Tariffs will just fuel inflation — exactly the opposite of
what we wanted to achieve. American factories will pay more for components that are produced in Europe. This will
cost jobs. It will create a bureaucratic monster of new customs procedures. And today, nobody needs that, neither in the
United States nor in Europe.

So, our strategy builds on three pillars. First, we are open to negotiations. We will approach these negotiations from a
position of strength. Europe holds a lot of cards — from trade to technology to the size of our market. But this strength
is also built on our readiness to take firm countermeasures if necessary. All instruments are on the table.

Second, we will keep diversifying our trade with other partners — you mentioned it, Ant6nio. Our hallmark is not only
that we are the biggest market in the world, but that we are reliable and predictable. We honour our commitments. And
that is exactly what our partners are looking for today.

And my third point: we will double down on our single market. The single market is the cornerstone of European
integration and values. It's our powerful catalyst for growth, for prosperity, for solidarity. But we have to tear down
remaining barriers to have a single market to go big — because scale matters — and for the single market to go fast and
to go far.

Now, to the first point: our immediate response to tariffs is unity and determination. I have already been in contact with
our Heads of State and Government on the next steps. We have this parliamentary debate now here today and we will
assess tomorrow the announcements very carefully to calibrate our response.

Our objective is a negotiated solution. But of course, if need be, we will protect our interests, our people and our
companies. And I want to be very clear on the aim of our response: we think that this confrontation is in no one’s
interest. The flow of goods and services between us — the United States and Europe — is nearly balanced. Of course, we
are willing to work on the trade balance of goods as well as on the trade balance of services. This is the largest and most
prosperous trade relation worldwide. We would all be better off if we could find a constructive solution.

At the same time, it also has to be clear: Europe has not started this confrontation. We do not necessarily want to
retaliate, but if it is necessary, we have a strong plan to retaliate and we will use it.
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The second element of our strategy is diversification. Trade goes to where the business case is. We will open doors
towards fast-growing markets across the world. Europe already has trade agreements in place with 76 countries and we
are now growing this network. We just concluded trade deals with Mercosur, Mexico and Switzerland. We launched the
first ever Clean Trade and Investment Partnership with South Africa. We aim to conclude a trade agreement with India
by the end of this year. We are in intense negotiations with Indonesia and Thailand, and later this week, President Costa
and I will head to Samarkand for the first ever summit between the European Union and Central Asia.

Europe has always been a trading continent, so let’s connect with the beating hearts of the global economy. Our
message is clear: Europe is reliable, Europe is predictable and Europe is open for business.

And the third point, honourable Members, is: unchain the single market. There are too many obstacles that tie down our
businesses, and we have to do our homework. Mario Draghi is right when he says: 'High internal barriers are far more
damaging for growth than any tariff.” The single market, as I said, was born to tear down barriers between the countries,
to erase customs and duties and to make business inside the European Union as easy as possible.

So, we must go back to that idea and fulfil it. It must be easier for SMEs to sell the same product in all Member States,
instead of re-labelling it 27 times to comply with national laws. It must be easier for professionals to work across
borders instead of getting stuck with different national bureaucracies. It must be easier for tech companies to launch a
new service all across Europe instead of dealing with 27 different procedures. And it must be easier for our Europeans
to invest in Europe instead of sending their savings to the other side of the world. This is the promise of the single
market. So, honourable Members, it must be fulfilled now.

I know, honourable Members, that the European Parliament has always worked hard to complete the single market.
Now, we have the generational opportunity to get it done. We have a strong consensus on the Draghi and Letta report
amonyg all of us. We have put ambitious proposals on the table — you know it from the savings and investments union —
to ensure that people get a better return on their money, but also that the companies find the finances they need in
Europe, to our omnibus simplification packages or our union of skills. And more will come, including the 28th legal
regime for innovative companies.

According to the IMF, Europe’s internal market barriers are equivalent to a tariff of 45 % for manufacturing and 100 %
for services. This simply cannot be. This must change now. This is why I have tasked EVP Séjourné to come up with
concrete and bold proposals next month to remove most of these barriers and prevent new ones. These reforms are
long overdue and now they have become more urgent than ever.

We all know in a stormy global economy, the single market is our safe harbour. It's now 30 years since Jacques Delors
laid its first stone, so it’s time to finish the job.

Thank you very much, and long live Europe.

Manfred Weber, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President of the European Parliament, Commission, President of
the Council, congratulations, a few months ago, it would have been impossible to see Europe where we are today: a
Commissioner for Defence, a White Paper on Defence, an 800 billion-package. And isn’t it funny — even the British
Government wants to be part of joint investments into the future of defence. So a lot is on the way.

But let’s be honest, we managed only the first step: borrowing money on the shoulders of the young generation and
spending it poorly with national measures. That's necessary, but it's not so difficult. The big things are in front of us. We
need further steps. Common procurement to save billions of euros, not only voluntarily, because that never worked, but
really obligatory. We need the East shield also as a common project — it's not only Poland, the Baltic countries who are
responsible for this, it’s all of us who have to finance this. We need European flagship projects like missile defence, sky
surveillance. We need a European defence pillar, which is not revocable, as the founding fathers of the euro had in mind
when they unified our economies.
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And there is another challenge. You both, Commission President and Council President, participated in several special
meetings in the last weeks — in Paris, in London. Not the European Council was in the lead, but a structure of the
willingness of those who had the will to move forward. And why? Let’s be honest, because leaders were afraid about
unanimity on the Council table. The Orbdn problem was solved by creating new formats where the Council President
was only a guest and not leading the debate. That is a challenge in front of us.

And let me add, dear friends, there was this Signal chat scandal in Washington. A lot of people had fun criticising our
American friends about the confidentiality of their communication. But I have to say on substance, Hegseth, the Defence
Minister of the United States, wrote there that in the Red Sea, only 4 % of US trade is handled, while 40 % of EU trade
is, and then the Americans have to protect the trade routes against the Houthi rebels. Let’s be clear, the Americans are
right with this complaint. They are right. And we are not capable of protecting, at this moment in time, our own
interests — that is the real challenge in front of us, next to the big one on the Russian side.

So I would say there is still a lot to do, and we have to speed up because the next Trump challenge is already arriving
on Wednesday: the big Liberation Day. Trump’s tariffs are not about fair trade, they are about fear of trade. And fear is
always a bad guide. We do not follow this logic. We, as the EPP, say ’yes’ to the US relationship, as the most successful
partnership in the world. We know about the numbers: five billion-worth of goods and services across the Atlantic
every single day, 16 million jobs are defending on both sides of the Atlantic on this win-win partnership. The 2nd of

April is not a liberation day, it’s a resentment day. Trump threatens the world’s best economic model that we have
established.

But what to do now? Europe represents 22 % of the global GDP — we are the economic powerhouse — and the US 25 %.
We are equal. A united Europe, as Ursula von der Leyen described it, can defend the interests, and we have to do so. Yes,
we have a surplus on products, but the US has won on the digital services. So if Trump focuses on European goods, we
have to focus on American services. The digital giants only pay little to our digital infrastructure, where they benefit so
much from.

Then, dear colleagues, let's act, and not only wait to see what happens in America. Growth comes from the single
market — Ursula von der Leyen mentioned the issues there — but it comes also from trade agreements, so we have to
finalise them. Let me also underline that Mercosur is becoming now a symbol for our readiness to engage with the rest
of the world. Mercosur is becoming an anti-Trump agreement and we have to finalise it now.

And, when we speak about our own actions, we have to work on cutting red tape. President Costa, it's great to hear that
cutting red tape is an urgency, but I would invite you also to talk with the socialist group in this European Parliament,
because they are not yet decided whether they follow the speed procedure on the omnibus at this moment in time. I
hope that all of the socialists also recognise that finally cutting red tape is an important issue.

And, by the way, where are the friends of Trump at this moment in time? Viktor Orbdn or Alice Weidel? Have you
spoken with Trump at this moment in time, with Vance and Musk, on tariffs? I see the populists selling the interests of
the European workers in the steel automotive industry or the farmers in Europe only to get a picture with Trump. That
is what I see every day and none of them are really fighting for the European interests.

Dear friends, we will not fuel resentment. Ronald Reagan once said, 'The freer the flow of world trade, the stronger the
tides for economic progress and peace among nations’. That's Republican at its best. We will not give up on these
words. We want a good deal with the US, without losers, with only winners.

Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo SED. — Sefiora presidenta, presidenta Von der Leyen, presidente Costa, «aqui se
hace Europa o se muere». Estas palabras no son de nuestros fundadores, sino de los miles de ciudadanos que el pasado
15 de marzo se manifestaron en las calles de Roma: jovenes y mayores, trabajadores y estudiantes, que saben que la
Unién Europea es su mejor esperanza de futuro.
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Es nuestra obligacién escuchar sus voces y actuar con la valentfa que nos exigen, porque nuestra Unidn estd bajo asedio:
desde el este, la ofensiva militar de Putin contra Ucrania; desde el oeste, la ofensiva comercial de Trump y sus aranceles;
y, desde dentro, la ofensiva contra nuestros valores de los aliados de Putin y Trump, como la Hungria de Orbdn. La
sumisiéon a Trump de los falsos patriotas de la extrema derecha pone en peligro millones de empleos y el poder
adquisitivo de nuestros ciudadanos. Si no lo remediamos, su traicién a Europa traerd consecuencias para los agricultores,
para las industrias, para los consumidores. Pero no lo vamos a permitir. Defenderemos a nuestros trabajadores y empre-
sas del sector del automovil, del agroalimentario, del acero y del aluminio con todo nuestro poder comercial. Y no
debemos dudar en utilizar el instrumento anticoercitivo si es necesario.

La Europa unida y préspera, libre y en paz también se defiende en Ucrania. Un alto el fuego parcial no puede suponer la
rehabilitacién de Putin, un criminal de guerra. Nuestro apoyo militar y financiero debe continuar hasta que Rusia se
retire de todo el territorio ucraniano. Sigo pidiendo una propuesta legislativa por parte de la Comisiéon Europea para
poder confiscar los 200 000 millones de activos rusos congelados.

Y, si defendemos el Derecho internacional en Ucrania, debemos hacerlo también en Gaza. No puede haber dobles
raseros. Después de mds de 50 000 muertos, 110 000 heridos, casi 15 000 desaparecidos y un millén y medio de
refugiados, ;qué mds tiene que pasar para que Europa proponga la suspensién del Acuerdo de Asociacién con Israel?

Sefiorfas, la Unién Europea debe tomar las riendas de su destino, también en materia de defensa. Los 150 000 millones
en préstamos no son suficientes. Necesitamos un plan de defensa financiado con deuda comiin y bajo ningin concepto
permitiendo que la inversion en defensa se haga a costa del Estado del bienestar. Porque el mejor antidoto contra el auge
de la extrema derecha es ese.

La tinica manera de deshacernos de Trump y de Putin es con una economia mds fuerte y competitiva. Pero no podemos
impulsar la competitividad sacrificando la transicién ecolégica. Hay que cumplir el Pacto Verde y, sefior Weber, el Grupo
de Socialistas y Democratas sabe perfectamente lo que tiene que hacer para trabajar con coherencia y con una unidad
proeuropea. Por lo tanto, usted sabrd a quién escucha, también a su extrema derecha, para hacer sus alianzas y sus
propuestas. Nosotros sabemos cudl es nuestra posicion.

We must also stand up to the autocrats allied with Putin and Trump. Within the European Union, Orban has crossed
every line with his new law banning the Pride celebration in Hungary. To all democrats across Europe, I want to send a
message: let us take to the streets of Budapest this year to celebrate Pride and defend European values. The LGBTQ
community is not alone. We stand with you because there is no place for discrimination or hate in our Union, and as
long as Orbdn continues attacking fundamental rights, we will block EU funds to his government.

Members, there was another motto in Rome that we must remember today: our true enemies are ourselves, when we
forget our fortune. Our fortune is democracy, peace and social justice. We will not allow them to be taken from us. We
will defend them with all the determination that our citizens expect from us. That is where Europe is made, and together
we will make Europe!

Kinga Gdl, a PfE képviselgcsoport nevében. — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Az Eurdpai Unié egy béke projekt, amely azért jott
létre, hogy békét és biztonsdgot garantdljon a polgdrainak. A Bizottsdg legdjabb javaslata, hogy az eurdpai polgdrok
halmozzanak fel 72 érara elegendd vészhelyzeti tartalékot. Gyakorlatilag hdborts panikkeltés. Ez veszélyes, mert félelmet
kelt, és alaptalanul.

Hdrom év szOrnyd pusztitds utdn Ukrajndban most leginkadbb arra lenne sziikség, hogy Eurdpa tdmogassa az Uj amerikai
adminisztrcio tiizsziinet és béke irdnydba tett diplomdciai erdfeszitéseit. Az nem kérdés, hogy Eurépdanak tobbet kell
tennie a sajat biztonsdgdnak garantilisdért. Eppen ezért fontos a védelmi képességek megerdsitése, de nem engedhetjiik,
hogy ez tovabbi briisszeli centraliziciéval, a nemzeti szuverenitds alddsdsaval jdrjon, ahogy az nem torténhet wjabb
kozos hitelfelvételbs] sem.

De az eurépai védelem megerdsitését kiilon kell vilasztani az Ukrajnaba irdnyulé fegyverszallitisok kérdésétél. Es Gszin-
tén kellene beszélni arrdl is, hogy Ukrajna uniés csatlakozdsa jelentds kihivast jelentene mind a mezdgazdasigunk, a
kohézids politika, a munkaerépiac és a biztonsdg szempontjabdl is. Kdros, ideoldgia-vezérelt dontések helyett valodi
megolddsoknak van itt az ideje a versenyképesség, az autdpiac vagy éppen a mezdgazdasdg terén.
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Az eurépai emberek biztonsdgdt ma mindenekel6tt a tomeges illegdlis bevandorlds és az elhibazott briisszeli migracids
politika veszélyezteti.

A migréciés paktum rossz. Tudjuk. Nem kozmetikdzdsra, hanem koncepcidvaltdsra van sziikség. Gyokeres fordulat kell,
a véltozatlansdgot megtestesitd Eurdpai Bizottsdggal és az ehhez asszisztdl balliberdlis népparti koaliciéval szemben.

A fordulatot mi, patriétdk képviseljitk. Barhogy akarjék vezetSinket elhallgattatni, nem Orbdn Viktortdl kell a demokré-
cidt Eurépdban megvédeni. Tegnap volt sétét nap a francia demokrdcia torténetében. Egy demokrdcidban a dontést
vélasztdsokon, nem pedig birdsdgunkon kell meghozni. Es kidllunk Marine Le Pen mellett.

Nicola Procaccini, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signora Presidente, signora Presidente von der Leyen, signor Presidente
Costa, onorevoli colleghi, il Consiglio europeo ha finalmente messo nelle sue conclusioni la necessita di procedere a una
rivoluzione delle azioni politiche europee.

I capi di governo dimostrano di aver compreso il motivo per cui sono stati eletti: semplificare la vita dei cittadini, non
renderla impossibile, e proteggere la vita dei cittadini, non metterla in pericolo.

Su due temi questa inversione di marcia ¢ particolarmente evidente. Sull'immigrazione, che deve poggiare sulla lotta ai
trafficanti di esseri umani e sul trasferimento del governo europeo della migrazione fuori dai confini europei. Cio
significa non solo rimpatri piu veloci, ma anche accordi di collaborazione olistici con i paesi di origine e transito dei
migranti, al fine di fermare le partenze illegali e rimuovere le cause della migrazione.

L'altra grande questione ¢ il rilancio della competitivita industriale. Rappresento un gruppo politico da sempre schierato
a difesa del libero mercato: perché sa premiare il talento degli imprenditori, la qualita dei loro prodotti e, di conse-
guenza, la liberta e il benessere delle persone.

Il presidente Reagan diceva, giustamente, di essere contro i dazi perché «a legislazione protezionistica distrugge la
prosperita». Cio detto, coloro che oggi strepitano contro la minaccia di dazi da parte dellamministrazione Trump sono
gli stessi che hanno trascinato 'economia del nostro continente in una palude socialista, con la motivazione che bisog-
nava difendere il pianeta Terra dagli esseri umani che vivono in Europa.

Nelle prossime settimane saremo chiamati a uno sforzo legislativo urgente e profondo per rimuovere i dazi che ci siamo
imposti da soli con il Green Deal. Al netto di ogni ipocrisia, il cosiddetto pacchetto omnibus serve esattamente a questo.

E allora mi rivolgo al gruppo dei Popolari: non abbiate paura di fare le scelte giuste, anche se condivise con i gruppi che
siedono alla destra del Parlamento. Io cero nella scorsa legislatura, quante volte il ricatto dei socialisti di votare con
lestrema sinistra e i Verdi ha guidato il percorso legislativo indicato da Frans Timmermans?

Ora c¢ da salvare I'Europa. Come ci hanno scritto i produttori dellassociazione Business Europe: «time is of the essence».
Dobbiamo fare presto, dobbiamo fare bene.

Valérie Hayer, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Présidente de la Commission, Monsieur le
Président du Conseil, chers collegues, le monde vacille. A T'Ouest, de vieilles alliances sont remises en cause. A IEst,
l'agressivité supplante la diplomatie. Chez nous, en Europe, certains s'en prennent a ce qui fait le fondement de notre
société: notre modele démocratique.

Le moment que nous vivons est décisif pour notre avenir. Aux tentatives de déstabilisation 'Europe doit répondre par
trois principes: unité, crédibilité, audace.

Unité, d’abord: cest I'unité qui fait notre force a 27. L'unité, c’est se tenir aux cotés de toutes celles et de tous ceux qui se
battent pour étre libres. Cest donc se tenir aux cotés de 'Ukraine. Cest aussi prendre des sanctions quand des acteurs
hostiles manipulent l'internet et dressent nos compatriotes les uns contre les autres. Cest 'unité des Etats, des opinions
publiques, de notre tissu économique et de nos armées. Cest comme cela que nous peserons dans ce monde devenu
instable.
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Crédibilité, ensuite: nous sommes une puissance mondiale et nous devons assumer ce statut face a ceux qui cherchent a
nous intimider. Je veux ici avoir un mot sur notre capacité a défendre nos intéréts, notamment face a la nouvelle
administration américaine. La priorité, c'est I'unité et la solidarité, y compris avec les Groenlandais, qui sont soumis a
des pressions inadmissibles. Je veux rappeler un principe intangible: celui des peuples a disposer d’eux-mémes. Le
Groenland n’est pas a vendre et c'est aux Groenlandais, et & eux seuls, de décider de leur avenir.

Au-dela des territoires de ses Etats membres, I'Europe se doit de réagir si elle est la cible d’attaques commerciales. Le
travail que vous menez en ce moment, Madame la Présidente, pour identifier les secteurs a cibler et pour assurer la
coordination des Etats est crucial. Nos contre-mesures doivent étre crédibles et fortes pour dissuader de nouveaux droits
de douane, qui seraient encore plus élevés.

Mais, lorsque sera venu le temps de la négociation, Madame la Présidente, nos régles, qui ont été établies et votées ici,
dans ce Parlement, ne devront pas étre la variable d’ajustement. Je pense en particulier a nos lois, celles qui ont pour but
de mettre fin au far west numérique: le réglement sur les services numériques et le réglement sur les marchés numéri-
ques. Elles sont 'émanation de nos valeurs et elles ne peuvent en aucun cas étre mises a mal.

Enfin, l'audace. Avec mon groupe, nous saluons les nouveaux efforts proposés pour nos capacités militaires: le livre
blanc sur l'avenir de la défense européenne, la préférence européenne enfin ancrée solidement dans les conclusions du
Conseil. Mais nous devons étre plus ambitieux encore. L'audace est d’aller chercher des pistes de financement nouvelles,
comme les euro-obligations ou les produits d’épargne des Européens. Ces pistes seront indispensables a un changement
d’échelle, pour véritablement donner un coup de fouet a notre tissu industriel, en plus du travail de simplification déja
en cours.

Pour toutes ces initiatives, Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Président, Renew Europe sera un soutien. Nous devons
tenir le rythme aussi longtemps que la situation l'exigera, parce que, certes le cap est bon, mais, disons-le clairement,
tout reste a faire.

Terry Reintke, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, Commission President, Council President, dear
colleagues, what a world we are living in. I was born two years before the fall of the Berlin Wall, and I must admit to
you that when I grew up — and you can call me naive — I somehow thought that democracies in this world would
become more numerous just with time, and that there would be a basic understanding between these democracies that
we would cooperate with each other on fair terms, with the sincere agreement that we are stronger together, that we
work together and that we base our conflicts on facts and try to find compromise between each other, not only to
better the lives of the citizens living in our respective countries, but to better the lives of everyone living on this
continent.

Now, after the brutal invasion of Russia in Ukraine, the US President, let's be honest, has not only turned his back
against the bravely fighting Ukrainians, but against Europe as a whole. And I take note of the fact that the loud cheering
of the far right that we heard when Trump was elected has significantly calmed down over the past weeks, because it
has become far too obvious what Donald Trump in the White House means for European citizens. He’s not only
attacking our — and actually his own — economy by imposing unfair tariffs, but he’s attacking our democracies by
attacking our sovereignty and decisions that have sovereignly been taken also here in this House.

Now, the incoherence of the far-right colleagues, that is no surprise to me. What I found more surprising were the latest
turns by the German EPP, where suddenly prominent voices from the CDU are discussing moving back to Russian gas
or even resurrecting Nord Stream 2.

Colleagues, what a grave mistake that would be. In a world where we have Donald Trump on the one side and Vladimir
Putin on the other side, we have only one way to survive as Europeans, and that is to stand strong together.

Now you can tell me, colleagues, but this is very hard in a situation when we have one Member State that is not
following our commonly agreed rules, when we have Hungary constantly trying to undermine the strength of the
European Union.
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But the solution to this is obvious. Over the past years, we have gathered evidence and proof that Hungary is not a
functioning democracy anymore, that rule of law has been undermined. And so, the Article 7 procedure is long, long
overdue. What else needs to happen? Viktor Orbdn is attacking the very foundation of his own democracy and of our
Union.

Let’s finalise the Article 7 procedure, take away voting and veto rights from Orbdn to protect Hungarian citizens, to
protect Hungarian democracy, but also to fight for a strong and sovereign European Union.

Manon Aubry, au nom du groupe The Left. — Madame la Présidente, Madame von der Leyen, Monsieur Costa, je vais
commencer avec une question assez simple: Madame von der Leyen, combien de temps encore allez-vous laisser Donald
Trump dicter sa loi sur les relations commerciales entre les Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne? Qu'attendez-vous,
Madame von der Leyen, pour hausser le ton et proposer une réponse ferme, qui protége les travailleurs et travailleuses
des secteurs concernés?

Je vous ai entendue ce matin: vous en étes encore a réfléchir, considérer, calibrer votre réponse, pendant que Donald
Trump est, en réalité, en train de nous dépouiller. La fébrilité de I'Union européenne face aux pressions de Donald
Trump en dit long sur son incapacité a envisager sa propre indépendance. Pourtant, nous avions la I'occasion de remet-
tre 2 plat I'ensemble de la politique de I'Union européenne, y compris de sa politique commerciale. Avec les Etats-Unis,
bien sGr, mais aussi avec le reste du monde. Car, cest une évidence, notre fragilité économique actuelle est la consé-
quence de plusieurs décennies de vos politiques libérales, celles-la méme qui ont promu une mondialisation et une
spécialisation économiques poussées a I'extréme.

Le doux commerce était censé se substituer a la guerre. Résultat: nous aurons et la guerre par les armes sur le continent
européen et la guerre commerciale. Cette supposée liberté du libre-échange, cest celle qui nous rend désormais captifs
du chantage commercial de Donald Trump. Cette supposée liberté du libre-échange, c’est celle qui nous rend aujourd’hui
incapables de subvenir a nos propres besoins: médicaments, panneaux solaires, vétements, nourriture, et j'en passe, sont
importés en masse depuis I'autre bout du monde. Nous faisons produire par d'autres ce que nous devrions produire ici,
sur le continent européen.

Les conséquences, elles, sont bien connues: délocalisations et désindustrialisation, augmentation des inégalités et du
chomage, accélération de la catastrophe écologique. Mais, Madame von der Leyen, loin d’apprendre de ces lecons, vous
poursuivez la fuite en avant et multipliez les accords de libre-échange avec le Mercosur, le Mexique I'Inde, la Thailande
ou encore la Malaisie. Comment osez-vous, Madame von der Leyen, ce matin encore, venir proner les accords de libre-
échange? N'avez-vous vraiment rien appris de notre dépendance aux Etats a I'extérieur de I'Union européenne?

Il y a urgence, urgence a repenser entiérement les manieres de produire et d’échanger. Que produit-on, et our? Pour quels
besoins et en quelle quantité? Produit-on pour exporter des avions ou des produits de luxe et engraisser les multinatio-
nales, ou produit-on pour satisfaire localement les besoins essentiels — se nourrir, se loger, shabiller, se chauffer, se
meubler, se déplacer, se soigner?

Voila, Madame von der Leyen, les questions que vous devriez vous poser, plutdt que de vous complaire dans le confort
de dogmes économiques usés jusqu'a la moelle: libre-échange, compétitivité, marché, concurrence, croissance... Plus que
jamais, nous avons besoin de mettre en place un protectionnisme solidaire et écologique, de recentrer notre économie
sur nos besoins et dans les limites planétaires, de construire une économie de la paix plutdt qu'une économie de la
guerre. Voila ce qui doit orienter nos économies: nos vies plutdt que leurs profits.

Alexander Sell, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin! Frau von der Leyen braucht Geld — 800 Milliarden Euro
fir Aufriistung. Dariiber hinaus will sie — ich zitiere — private Ersparnisse in Investitionen umwandeln; die Kommissions-
prasidentin nennt das Spar- und Investitionsunion. Schon der Name ist ein Etikettenschwindel. Sparen will Frau von der
Leyen natiirlich nicht — im Gegenteil. Sie will mehr ausgeben, und zwar das Geld der Biirger. Fiir den Krieg in der
Ukraine sollen simtliche Sparkonten Europas gepliindert werden.

Wir Deutschen wissen sehr gut, wie vertrauensvoll Sie, Frau von der Leyen, mit dem Geld der Steuerzahler umgehen. Als
Verteidigungsministerin in Berlin haben Sie offentliche Auftrige unter der Hand vergeben. Der Bundesrechnungshof
sprach von — Zitat — systematischen Verstolen gegen das Vergaberecht. Mehrere Millionen Euro wurden ohne Aussch-
reibung an befreundete Berater gezahlt, belastende Nachrichten und Chats wurden geloscht. Zur Untersuchung der
Vorwiirfe setzte der Bundestag einen Untersuchungsausschuss ein, doch der drohenden Entlassung sind Sie, Frau von
der Leyen, durch Flucht nach Briissel entkommen — weggelobt von Angela Merkel.
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Hier machen Sie genau so weiter: Impfstoffe fir 35 Milliarden Euro in der Corona-Krise — wieder per SMS, wieder bei
einem guten Bekannten. Auch in diesem Fall ermittelt die Staatsanwaltschaft, und auch in diesem Fall sind alle belasten-
den Nachrichten von Ihrem Handy verschwunden.

800 Milliarden Euro wollen Sie jetzt haben, unter Umgehung des Parlaments. Das diirfen wir nicht zulassen, Kollegen!
Niemals sollte diese Frau Schulden in unserem Namen machen diirfen. Niemals darf diese Frau Zugrift auf die
Ersparnisse der Biirger bekommen. Auch wir wollen eine bessere Ausriistung der Bundeswehr, wir wollen aber nicht,
dass unsere Steuergelder an Freunde und Bekannte der Kommissionsprasidentin verteilt werden. Schluss mit den Milliar-
dengeschenken per SMS!

Dolors Montserrat (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Von der Leyen, sefior Costa, el mundo exige liderazgo, Europa
responde con valentia y un solo Gobierno, el espailol, se esconde. Asi se resume un momento critico de la Unién
Europea: un continente que enfrenta la tiranfa de Putin enarbolando un «whatever it takes» para defensa y un autdcrata,
como Sdnchez, cuyo Gobierno califica nuestra supervivencia como una inquietud indtil.

No esperen nada del Gobierno de Sdnchez. Sé que algunos ya han visto la verdadera naturaleza de este presidente que ha
hecho de la mentira su forma de vida. Sdnchez miente a los espafioles en Espafia, a la OTAN en Varsovia y a los
europeos en Bruselas. Miente a todos todo el tiempo porque su tinico objetivo es sobrevivir.

Por eso no cumplird sus compromisos de inversion en seguridad y defensa, porque no conoce la lealtad. Espafia no
llegard con Sinchez al objetivo minimo del 2 % en defensa, porque ha renunciado por cuarta vez en siete aflos a
aprobar los presupuestos nacionales, incumpliendo un mandato constitucional, lo que nos confirma que Sinchez no
es un hombre de Estado: es el hombre de paja de un fugado de la justicia, de filoetarras y de un Gobierno en descom-
posicion.

Sdnchez vuela la préxima semana a China en plena crisis comercial, pero no precisamente para mediar por Europa ni
defender nuestros intereses, como si ha hecho el vicepresidente Sef¢ovic. Detrds de ese viaje estd el expresidente sociali-
sta Zapatero, blanqueador de Maduro en Europa, defensor del levantamiento del embargo de Europa a China por la
masacre de Tiananmén y presidente de un think tank quizds con conexiones con el régimen de China en Europa y en
Latinoamérica.

El Partido Popular Europeo siempre defenderd el proyecto europeo y denunciard a quien lo ataque. Por eso, la Comision
debe exigir que Sdnchez esté a la altura de este momento politico, porque la batalla que libramos no se ganard con
retdrica ni presidentes mediocres, sino con principios firmes, lideres fuertes y coraje para sefialar a quien no cumple,
sobre todo si se sienta con nosotros en el Consejo Europeo.

Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, je me demande parfois si
nous avons tous réellement conscience de la gravité du moment que nous traversons aujourd’hui. Les services allemands,
danois, estoniens ou encore polonais disent tous la méme chose: la Russie de Poutine pourrait envahir un pays de
I'Union européenne avant 2030, et chaque mot, chaque décision, chaque pas de Donald Trump nous confirme une
chose nouvelle: nous sommes seuls pour assurer notre propre sécurité.

Alors, jai des questions. Pourquoi? Pourquoi sommes-nous incapables de faire, face a une telle menace, ce que nous
avons fait face a une pandémie? Pourquoi le grand emprunt commun pour la défense est-il toujours bloqué? Pourquoi ne
proposer que des solutions nationales? Pourquoi le seul programme réellement européen de défense, I'EDIP, est-il financé
a cette hauteur ridicule de 1,5 milliard d’euros? Et pourquoi l'instrument de soutien a I'Ukraine, qui vient avec I'EDIP,
est-il, lui, financé a hauteur de 0 euro?

La crise actuelle sera le berceau de la puissance européenne, ou elle sera son tombeau. Nous avons peu de temps pour
agir.

Jean-Paul Garraud (PfE). — Donald Trump vient d’annoncer une hausse de 25 % des droits de douane sur les voitures
européennes. Une décision brutale, mais, hélas, sans surprise. Pourquoi? Parce que les Etats-Unis savent que 1'Union
européenne cede toujours.
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Loin de défendre les intéréts de ses membres, 'Europe s'est enfermée dans une obsession technocratique, coupée des
réalités industrielles, incapable de protéger ses usines, ses filieres, ses salariés. Une puissance de facade, qui préfeére la
posture a l'action, comme si la soumission était devenue une ligne de conduite.

Ce coup porté par Washington n'est que le dernier en date d'une longue série. Les conséquences sont claires: ce sont nos
constructeurs, nos équipementiers, nos sous-traitants et nos automobilistes qui vont en payer le prix. A court terme, par
des hausses de cofits, a moyen terme, par des fermetures d’usines, et a long terme, par une perte irréversible de souve-
raineté industrielle.

Mais ne nous trompons pas, cette attaque économique ne tombe pas du ciel. Elle est aussi le fruit de nos propres
renoncements, d’'un aveuglement stratégique qui dure depuis des années. Depuis trop longtemps, 'Union européenne
impose des politiques industrielles hors-sol, déconnectées des réalités de terrain, au nom d'une transition écologique
devenue dogmatique. Sous couvert du pacte vert, elle efface nos savoir-faire, sacrifie nos motorisations thermiques,
impose des normes intenables et nous livre pieds et poings liés & une technologie dominée depuis vingt ans par la
Chine. Une Chine qui, elle, protége, finance, accompagne massivement son industrie, comme le font également les
Etats-Unis.

Pendant ce temps, Bruxelles échoue a batir un véritable secteur européen de la batterie. Les projets s'effondrent les uns
apres les autres, faute de coordination, faute de volonté, faute de vision. Pis, la Commission continue de financer des
ONG militantes, souvent radicales, qui ménent une croisade antivoiture, sapent notre industrie, stigmatisent nos modes
de vie et imposent leur idéologie a coups de rapports et de campagnes de dénigrement de la voiture. Cette machine a
culpabiliser a remplacé la stratégie. Le projet européen aboutit aujourd’hui sur un continent sans usines, sans énergie,
sans emploi, sur une Europe qui avance sans boussole, guidée par des normes irréalistes, des injonctions contradictoires
et des illusions bureaucratiques, sur une Europe qui, a force de mépriser le réel, finit par saboter ce qui reste de son
industrie.

1l est temps de dire stop, de défendre notre indépendance industrielle, de protéger nos emplois, notre savoir-faire, notre
compétitivité et de remettre les pieds sur terre. Car, si 'Europe poursuit ce suicide économique, demain il sera trop tard,
et nous n'aurons que notre silence pour pleurer ce que nous aurons laissé disparaitre sans combattre.

Patryk Jaki (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Otz bezpieczenstwo, $wietnie, ale dobrze, zebyscie zadbali najpierw o
bezpieczefistwo wewnatrz Unii Europejskiej, skoficzyli polityke migracyjng i zaczeli szanowaé prawa i wolnosci obywa-
teli. Najpierw anulowali§cie wyniki wyboréw w Rumunii, bo wygral nie ten kandydat, co trzeba, a teraz zabroniliScie
prowadzacej w sondazach Marine Le Pen startu w wyborach, aby tym razem nie ryzykowa¢, ze moze wygra. Zrobiliscie
to pomimo tego, ze zachodni system demokratyczny jest zbudowany na domniemania niewinnosci i instancyjnosci.

[ badZmy szczerzy, szef Rady Konstytucyjnej, ktéry dopuscil si¢ takiego skandalu, jest wieloletnim politykiem partii
Macrona. Dopiero byt szefem jego biura i postem przestal by¢, bo przegral wybory — ostatnie wybory — i jak na ironig¢
zabronil kandydowa¢ osobie, ktra wygrala te wybory i to z rekordowym poparciem. Wigc tak naprawde wy nie
zabraliScie praw Marine Le Pen. ZabraliScie prawa zwyklym obywatelom, prawa do decydowania o ich przysztosci, o
tym, kogo chcg wybierac.

Zauwazyliscie, ze ludzie coraz bardziej przestaja si¢ nabieraé na ta wasza propagande i chcecie im zabra¢ prawa i da¢ je
wybranym przez was s¢dziom. I to oni majg decydowaé za obywateli. Tylko wtedy to nie jest ani tréjpodzial wladzy, ani
demokragja, ale to jest tyrania oligarchii. [ nie ma znaczenia to, ile razy powtdrzycie stowo demokracja, wolno$¢ oby-
wateli, skoro w swoich decyzjach robicie wszystko dokladnie odwrotnie, aby jak najwigcej wolnosci i praw obywatelom
zabra¢ i daé te prawa wybranym przez siebie sedziom. To trzeba skonczy¢.

Billy Kelleher (Renew). — Madam President, President von der Leyen said that the EU had the strength to negotiate and
the power to push back. And those are the two things that we must do. We must negotiate and continue to have
dialogue.

But equally, the European Union is obligated to ensure that it acts strategically in terms of potential tariffs that may be
placed on European goods tomorrow, which is called 'Liberation Day’ by President Trump.
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But may I say from the outset, it is critically important that when we are looking at tariffs and when we are looking at
retaliatory measures, that we do it strategically and without emotion, that we look at it from the point of view of the
impact that it will have collectively across Europe. But equally, we have to look at it from a Member State perspective
and ensuring that countries that are specifically dependent on certain sectors are not harshly punished by decisions of
the EU collectively.

And for that, I welcome the fact that President von der Leyen has said she has been in discussions with the Heads of
State and Heads of Government across Europe to try and come up with a strategy to ensure that we can retaliate, but
also in a way that does not damage Member States and certain sectors of industry in Member States itself.

From an Irish perspective, we clearly want to maintain that unity of purpose of the European Union. But in doing that,
we must ensure that we look at every country and the dependence that they may have on specific sectors when we are
making decisions on behalf of the European Union.

Virginijus Sinkevi¢ius (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear President of the Council, dear Commissioner, let me
begin by welcoming the fact that 26 Member States have firmly reiterated their commitment to providing Ukraine
with regular and predictable support. Our backing for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity
within its internationally recognised borders remains steadfast.

Let’s not make a mistake. We do want peace, but in these circumstances, peace needs to be protected. Ukraine must be
equipped to defend itself militarily, economically, politically. We will continue working with our allies to provide the
comprehensive support it needs.

The recent talks that were held in Saudi Arabia showed that Ukraine is ready to negotiate. Ukraine is ready to take steps
to de-escalate. But peace requires much more than just proposals — it demands political will, and so far, Russia has
shown zero of that.

The return of unlawfully deported Ukrainian children, the release of civilians and the exchange of prisoners of war. They
are not optional. They are humanitarian imperatives. They could be the first steps to show willingness to come closer.

We must be prepared to further increase pressure on Russia — with stronger sanctions, with tighter enforcement — until
it ends its aggression. Peace can be achieved not with the surrender of Ukraine; peace can be achieved when Russia
withdraws its troops.

Pasquale Tridico (The Left). — Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, 'Europa non ¢ nata dalla
paura, ma dalla speranza. Da uomini e donne che, tra le macerie della guerra, ebbero il coraggio di immaginare un
futuro diverso, un’'Unione fondata sulla cooperazione, sulla democrazia, sulla pace.

Oggi questa visione ¢ alla dura prova: assistiamo a una corsa al riarmo ingiustificata, inutile, frammentata, priva anche di
una strategia comune che ci rafforzi e, invece, ci espone a debolezze, a maggiori tensioni geopolitiche.

Senza un coordinamento europeo, con investimenti scoordinati e una disparita nella capacita di spesa dei singoli Stati,
paesi come [ltalia si troveranno a fare nuovo debito e il nostro debito raggiungera il 150 % del PIL.

Ma la sicurezza non si costruisce solo con le armi, ma con l'indipendenza tecnologica ed economica e la stabilita sociale.

Questo riarmo, con 800 miliardi di euro, portera I'ltalia a dover tagliare il welfare e la sanita, ma non solo ITtalia, tutti i
paesi membri.

Per questo il 5 aprile saremo a Roma per manifestare contro questo riarmo, per un’Europa di giustizia e di pace.

Zsuzsanna Borvendég (ESN). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Hdrom évnyi iszonyatos 6ldoklés utdn nem tovadbbi tdmoga-
tdsokra, hanem kompromisszumos békére van sziikség. Onok kizarolag orosz habords biinokrél beszélnek, és meg sem
emlitik a masik fél embertelenségeit. Az orosz agresszié ténye nem menti fel az ukrdnokat sem az dltaluk elkovetett
héboris biinok felelGssége al6l. Veszélyes lizenete van annak, ha a kettds mérce alkalmazdsdval az Uni6 szemet huny az
emberi jogok sdrba tiprdsa felett, barki is koveti azt el.
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Legut6bbi békepirti felszdlalisomban széva tettem az ott él6 magyarok elleni jogsértéseket, ezért fenyeget§ e-mailt
kaptam ukrdn szélsGségesektdl. Ukrajna ellenségének nyilvanitottak, és utolsé figyelmeztetést intéztek hozzdm. Az
Eurdpai Parlament a demokratikus alapelvek, igy a véleménynyilvanitdsi szabadsdg védelmének a letéteményese. A fenye-
getd levelet tovabbitani fogom a parlament elnokségének, és kérem, hogy itéljék el azokat a szélsGségeseket, akik fenye-
getéssel és kényszeritéssel probdljak akaddlyozni a szabad képvisel6i manddtum gyakorldsit.

Ruth Firmenich (NI). - Frau Prisidentin! ,Von der Leyen schwort Europa auf moglichen GroRkrieg ein“ titelte gerade
ein grofes Webportal. Mit 800 Milliarden soll die EU kriegstiichtig gemacht werden. Aber weshalb, wenn sogar US-
Geheimdienste sagen, dass Russland keinen Angriff auf NATO-Staaten plant? Wenn es nicht Verteidigung ist, dann kann
es nur um die Vorbereitung eines Kriegs gegen Russland gehen, den die Koalition der Kriegswilligen der EU offensichtlich
will. Dieser Irrsinn muss gestoppt werden!

Gerade schreibt die New York Times, wie die USA ihren Stellvertreterkrieg in der Ukraine von Deutschland aus fithren.
Das kommt einem direkten Kriegseintritt gleich. Wir sollten deshalb heilfroh sein, dass es Verhandlungen gibt, den Krieg
zu beenden. Doch die EU méchte den Krieg nun auch ohne die USA weiterfithren. Das ist doch Wahnsinn!

Auch die Angriffe auf die Demokratie in Europa wirken wie Teil einer Mobilmachung fiir einen Krieg. Aussichtsreiche
Kandidaten schlieft man von Wahlen aus, der russischen Minderheit in Estland entzieht man das Wahlrecht, und in
Deutschland wird trotz megaknappem Wahlausgang nicht nachgezahlt. Wer aber die Demokratie abschafft, die er vor-
gibt zu verteidigen, ist nicht anders als die, die er zu Feinden erklart.

Siegfried Muresan (PPE). - Madam President, colleagues, to everyone here in the House who wants to weaken Europe
we say very clearly, the pro-European parties here in the European Parliament are united in strengthening Europe, in
defending the European Union. What the Eurosceptics advocate for — a weak Europe — only serves the Russian
Federation and autocratic regimes around the world. We want a strong European Union capable of defending its citi-
zens. A weak European Union is a vulnerable European Union. Being stronger means that we can defend the citizens,
and this is what pro-European party stand for, because this is what the people of Europe expect.

Whoever believes that the world is changing is late. The world has already changed. Unfortunately, the United States of
America are turning their backs on key allies, on their neighbours, on their closest partners, and also on international
institutions which they helped create, which they often led and which brought prosperity and peace for over 80 years.

What should we do in this case? In this case, we should make more friends and more partners around the world, and
we should strengthen the international partnerships that the European Union has. In these times, the European Union is
becoming more important and more relevant to the Member States, to the citizens of Europe and also to our neighbou-
ring countries. We're going to provide for prosperity, and we are going to do more on security and on defence.

And as Manfred Weber has said in the beginning, the first step, the EUR 800 billion, is just a first package. It's the
beginning. Our clear position is that on security and defence, we will have to do more. We will have to do it faster, and
we will have to do it for a longer period of time.

We have to create mechanisms right now, but we also have to make sure that we provide sufficient funding for security
and defence in the long term. Security and defence should become a priority for the budget of the European Union in
the long term, and we should invest in those projects which firstly bring European added value — people should see the
European signature — and, secondly, they meet the needs of the people on the ground. People should see that Europe is
there to help. It spends where it is needed on the ground.

Paolo Borchia (PfE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, io prendo atto dell'esercizio di marketing o di maquillage —
chiamiamolo come vogliamo — per rendere pit accettabile il piano di riarmo, che pero alla gente non piace. Si tratta
probabilmente di una frettolosa riedizione del piano Pleven, che forse fara la sua stessa fine.
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Poi, colleghi, guardate: a me le persone, nella quotidianita, chiedono quando aumenteranno gli stipendi, quando aumen-
teranno le pensioni, non quando arrivano i droni di ultima generazione, non quando arrivano i carri armati pil
moderni.

Quindi, se parte il messaggio che la flessibilita sui bilanci si pud applicare soltanto alle spese militari e soltanto al
riarmo, allora, scusate, ma questa Unione perdera la poca credibilita che le ¢ rimasta.

Poi ¢’¢ un altro grande tema, quello dellurgenza. L’abbiamo letto anche nelle conclusioni del Consiglio: bisogna fare
presto! Si vuole trasmettere ansia agli europei, perché poi quando un popolo € ansioso accetta supinamente, accetta
senza fare storie quelle che sono le decisioni calate dall’alto.

Colleghi, la Lega non ¢, e non sara mai, il partito delle armi! E poi, consentitemi: se un’idea ¢ pessima, resta pessima e
non basta cambiarle nome.

Nicolas Bay (ECR). — Madame la Présidente, tout arrive! Bruxelles s'apercoit enfin que le pacte vert est une catastrophe
pour notre compétitivité, notre économie et nos entreprises. Mais vous ne savez pas comment vous en débarrasser sans
perdre la face... La prise de conscience est bien lente, et l'action encore plus.

Suspendre la directive sur la publication d'informations en matiere de durabilité par les entreprises n'est pas suffisant: il
faut purement et simplement l'abroger. Ce n'est pas d’'un court répit dont ont besoin nos entreprises, mais de liberté.
Elles croulent, elles étouffent sous les charges administratives, déclaratives et fiscales.

Dans ses conclusions, le Conseil demande «des efforts aux Etats et aux régions». Mais que I'Union commence par
supprimer les objectifs extravagants du pacte vert! Nous devons en finir avec la surréglementation, avec I'obésité admi-
nistrative et bureaucratique, avec tous les boulets que vous enchainez aux pieds de nos entrepreneurs, de nos industriels
et de nos agriculteurs. Sans cela, 'économie européenne n’a aucune chance face a ses concurrents mondiaux.

1l faut simplifier, élaguer, supprimer. Pour étre compétitive, 'Europe n'a pas besoin d’une boussole. Elle a besoin, avant
tout, d’'une trongonneuse.

Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (Renew). - Madam President, Mr Costa, thank you for being here. You haven't long been Chair
or President of the European Council, but long enough to know that its ways must change.

Your members — government leaders — concluded once again under your leadership that we must have a European
Union which is climate neutral, competitive, a military power, a foreign policy actor, even the guardian of the oceans.

And that’s all fine and well, and I couldn’t agree more, and many agree with these words. It's just that your members go
home and then do nothing. While Europeans have never wanted more Europe, they are far from meeting the moment.
The customers want a Michelin star dinner, but the European Council delivers thin porridge.

It has been two months since Trump, and no sovereignty has been shared to defend our territory. It's been six months
since Draghi, and no economic or democratic reforms were carried out. It has been 11 months since Letta, and no
jealously guarded national powers were pulled.

Mr Costa, grab history by the scruff of the neck, wake up your members and stop talking, but start doing.

Hannah Neumann (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, Europe needs to spend more on defence. And we,
Commission, Council and this House, need to make sure that more spending actually leads to more security — security
for European citizens and for Ukrainians — and not to higher profits for the defence industry.
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Let me be clear, we, Greens, are ready to support the defence industry where it matters: access to finance and raw
materials, securing supply chains, less bureaucratic hurdles, more skilled workers. But this isn’t a one-way street. I expect
you, in the Commission and the Council, to make this very clear in the strategic dialogue that you are going to have
with the defence industry. All this extra money must result in extra security and not in extra shareholder returns.

And if there will be no serious answer, no fair contribution from industry, then yes, expect our calls for an excess profit
tax to grow only louder in this House, across party lines, as it does in the UK already.

Li Andersson (The Left). - Madam President, last week we in The Left Group gathered young Ukrainian leftists and
trade unionists in Brussels to discuss how Ukrainian civil society can be supported during the fight against Russian
imperialism.

The message was crystal clear: in addition to arms support, Ukrainian society needs to address acute problems such as
the severe lack of affordable housing, the lack of care services, and also proposed reforms to weaken workers’ rights and
trade unions.

We need to find the legal basis to use frozen Russian assets and to direct these funds into a large investment programme
for social housing in Ukraine.

Now is also the time to finally put an end to Viktor Orbén trying to stop support to Ukraine and blocking Ukraine’s EU
accession process. We must remove Hungary’s voting rights in the Council under Article 7. Enough is enough.

Katarina Roth Nevedalovd (NI). — ViZend pani predsedajiica, tento rok oslavujeme 80. vyrocie konca druhej svetovej
vojny a Eurdpska tnia, ktord vznikla ako projekt na prevenciu mieru, na ochranu mieru, prave tento rok debatuje o
tom, ako dat peniaze na dalsie zbrane, a rozprdvame, Ze toto bude nasa nova realita.

Eurépska tnia vznikla ako projekt, povodne ako projekt uhlia a ocele, uhlie sme uz v Eurépskej tinii zakdzali a vidime,
aké sti problémy s oceliarskom priemyslom v Eurdpskej Gnii. Mdme problémy s energiou, mame problémy s energiou a
s jej cenami pre obc¢anov, a preto by som aj z tohto miesta chcela vyzvat na — naozaj — na splnenie aj zdverov Rady,
ktoré boli na zaciatku marca, aby sme poprosili a pomohli Slovenskej republike a dalsim krajindm na vychode Eurdpskej
tnie s tym, aby Ukrajina konecne povolila tranzit ruského plynu cez ich tizemie, aby sme mali diverzifikdciu plynu a
aby sme mali naozaj lacnejsie energetické zdroje aj pre Vychodoeurdpsku tniu.

Zajtra nds Cakaji nové cld na autd. Slovensko je krajina, ktord vyrdba najviac dut na obyvatela na celom svete, a preto sa
nds takisto velmi dotknii tieto opatrenia a pripravujeme rozne ndvrhy préve v spoluprici s automobilovym priemyslom,
ako by Eurépska tinia mala zasiahnut, pretoze to musime urobit, aby sme nasich obc¢anov ochranili.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Madam President, tomorrow, many of us who will wake up with the God’s will will enter from
as many calls April Fools Day into a liberation day. Just another name. For some Europeans, it will be just another day
of lent, preparing for the Easter holiday, going through the detox phase after the long Babette’s Feast that we went
through in the last years of living in the lah lah land of social heaven, that somebody else will provide for us.

The news from the other side of the Atlantic are not the encouraging ones. We must stand at our own feet, take care of
our own production, facilitate trade amongst us in a better way in order to become happier and stop complaining about
somebody else bringing a misery into our life. The time of preventive diplomacy in our trade relations is over. We are
entering a new phase where reciprocity will be the tool for retaliation, and the old friendship will suffer.

In the meantime, we should stop philosophies about getting rid of unnecessary burden in order to boost our competi-
tiveness and start taking brave measures. On passing the omnibus package as soon as possible through this House to
send a clear message. Europe means business.
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We must also agree and vote through all these trade agreements that we are praising ourselves with. From Mercosur to
Norway, Switzerland and many more to come. Situation on our borders are more and more worrisome, and we must be
able to protect our trade routes with the same force in order to continue to trade with newly acquired partners. No one
else will do it for us.

Multilateral order is changing in front of our eyes, and we should finally position ourselves with our partners with
whom we share democratic values and clear long-term strategic vision with a realistic approach of our strength.

To conclude, we should get busy working and stop spending time being dependent on social networks and high-tech
companies. Maybe that’s the way to decrease our trade balance with the US. In the end, people have elected us to give
them conditions to thrive with their families. Let’s not waste their time. They will remember us with the jobs that we
provide, not with the quotes and the pictures on Instagram.

Alex Agius Saliba (S&D). — Sinjura President, illum il-krizi umanitarja fGaza hija wahda katastrofika. Rajna, sa dawn 1-
ahhar sighat, qabar tal-massa illi kien jinkludi hmistax-il haddiem umanitarju kollha maqtula mir-regim Izraeljan. Din
mhijiex sempli¢ciment tragedja, imma huwa ksur rampanti tal-ligi internazzjonali.

II-Qorti tal-Gustizzja Internazzjonali ghamlitha ¢ara li kull Stat madwar id-dinja ghandu jintervjeni sabiex iwaqqaf il-
genocidju u jizgura responsabilita ghad-delitti tal-gwerra. U ghaldagstant, illum hija okkazjoni fejn ghandna 1-Kummis-
sjoni, il-President tal-Parlament Ewropew u l-President tal-Kunsill illi nappellalhom sabiex tittiched azzjoni mill-aktar
urgenti sabiex l-ewwel u qabel kollox jitwaqqaf il-ftehim ta’ assoc¢jazzjoni bejn 1-Unjoni Ewropea u I-Izrael, nimponu s-
sanzjonijiet u nappoggjaw il-pjan ta’ rikostruzzjoni f'Gaza.

II-poplu Palestinjan diga sofra ghal ghexieren ta’ snin. Ma nistghux inkunu siekta quddiem dan il-genocidju. Dan huwa
test morali ghalina u ghall-valuri illi nhaddnu. L-Unjoni Ewropea trid tichu azzjoni issa fgieh il-gustizzja, it-thaddim tal-
ligi internazzjonali u fuq kollox l-umanita.

Anna Brylka (NI). - Pani Przewodniczgca! Panie Przewodniczacy! Panie Komisarzu! Najgorsza odpowiedzig na niebez-
pieczefistwa Europy jest to, co robi Unia Europejska. Przez ostatnie lata Komisja Europejska bezczelnie ingeruje w
sadownictwo, w polityke energetyczng, polityke finansowa i w wiele innych obszaréw panfstw czlonkowskich. tamie
przy tym traktaty i wykorzystuje kazdy kryzys do budowania europejskiego superpanstwa. Na naszych oczach trwa
pelzajacy proces federalizacji Unii Europejskiej i potwierdzaja to kolejne konkluzje po szczycie Rady Europejskiej.

Biala ksiega europejskiej obrony bedzie kolejnym biurokratycznym narzedziem Komisji Europejskiej, ktére zamiast
wspiera¢ obronno$¢ w Europie, bedzie tylko ograniczalo niezalezno$¢ panstw czlonkowskich. Pani von der Leyen, my
nie chcemy pani jako cesarzowej Europy, ktérej bedziemy pytaé, jakie czolgi mamy kupi¢. Nie zgadzamy si¢ tez na
niemiecka polityke migracyjng. Podrzucanie imigrantéw wlasnym sgsiadom to jest wlasnie ta solidarno$¢ europejska?
Europejskie narody chcg wspélpracy. Tak, to prawda, ale nigdy nie pozwola sobie na odebranie suwerennosci i niepod-
legtosci.

To s3 czarne dni w Europie, naznaczone kolejnymi przykladami podwazania fundamentalnych zasad demokracji.
Zrobiliscie to w Rumunii, a teraz wykluczacie z zycia publicznego liderke opozycji we Frangji. To sa te unijne wartosci,
to jest ta demokracja? Ten wasz plan na budowanie federacji si¢ po prostu nie uda. Europa to jest kontynent wielkich
narodéw. Europa zwycigzy.

Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Madam President, Commissioner, the ongoing mass migration to Europe is unsustainable.

Member States realise this. They want the prevention and countering of illegal migration, more returns of migrants who
should not be in Europe and designation of safe third countries to enable the return of more individuals. They want to
secure the border.

All of these demands are reasonable and could find a majority in this House if you look at the election manifestos of the
groups.
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But, friends, we are facing a litmus test quite soon. As the European Parliament takes a position on return policy, we
must address the fact that eight out of ten with deportation orders remain in Europe.

If we agree on the deliverance of this policy, we can actually get a forceful return regulation together with the Council.
But for that to happen, the Christian Democrats need to work with us conservatives.

(The President cut off the speaker)

Hilde Vautmans (Renew). — Voorzitter, collega’s, het is de zoveelste week dat Europa als een konijn naar de
Trump-lichtbak kijkt. Mijn boodschap aan de Raad en aan de Commissie is dan ook klaar en duidelijk: kijk weg van
die Amerikaanse lichtbak!

Maak werk van een versnelde ontkoppeling van Amerika. Bouw op onze eigen Europese sterktes, want die dreigen we in
al het pessimisme soms te vergeten. We hebben enorm potentieel in huis. Gebruik onze Europese industrie als spring-
plank naar dat Europese leger. Verplicht die nationale legers om Europees te kopen. Maak werk van de digitale euro
zodat we niet financieel athankelijk zijn van Amerikaanse bedrijven als Visa en Mastercard.

Laat Trump alsjeblieft doen wat hij denkt te moeten doen. Laat Trump vooral in zijn eigen voet schieten. Wij van onze
kant moeten het Europees tempo opdrijven door onze ondernemers te steunen. Laat ons morgen vol overtuiging op die
pauzeknop drukken en dat zo lang als nodig is. Elke wederopstanding begint met het geloof in het eigen kunnen, met
vertrouwen in Europa.

Reinier Van Lanschot (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, dear Mr Costa, the EU has a black hole: it’s
called the European Council. If this Union were a galaxy, that is where bright ideas go, pulled in by its gravitational
force, never to be seen again.

Enable Ukraine to win, remove Orbdn’s veto, create a European army, Treaty change — for years, the European
Parliament has sent ideas your way only for them to vanish. The list of things stuck in the Council is long. Hiding
behind unanimity. Afraid of breaking taboos. And the strange thing is that these taboos only exist in the Council, not in
the minds of the European people.

The threat of war is on our doorstep. Ten years from now, government leaders will regret that they held on to the
national past instead of embracing the European future. Mr Costa, please prove me wrong and transform this black hole
into a North Star that guides our way to a brighter future.

Paulo Cunha (PPE). — Senhora Presidente do Parlamento, Senhor Presidente do Conselho, as conclusdes do Conselho
Europeu de 20 de Marco refletem avangos importantes para a Unido Europeia, mas deixam-nos com desafios claros pela
frente.

O refor¢o da competitividade, a aposta numa maior autonomia energética e o apoio continuo a Ucrénia sdo prioridades
com que concordamos plenamente, mas que exigem a¢do concreta.

Como bem afirmou o Primeiro-Ministro portugués, Luis Montenegro, a Europa tem de ser rdpida a afirmar-se como um
bloco comercial competitivo e coeso. E acrescento: a competitividade ndo é apenas economia, ¢ também sinénimo de
seguranca. Uma Europa competitiva e resiliente terd melhor capacidade de apoiar a Ucrdnia neste momento histdrico e
de responder ao desafio que a guerra nos coloca.

Precisamos de simplificar a legislacdo e reduzir o fardo administrativo, como decidido neste Conselho. Mas pergunto:
quanto tempo terdo de esperar as pequenas e médias empresas para verem essas promessas no terreno? Sem elas, a
Europa arrisca-se a perder a base da sua forga econémica e social.

Outro ponto essencial é a autonomia energética. Apesar do consenso sobre a criagdo de um mercado energético
comum, a Peninsula Ibérica continua limitada em termos de interconexdes. E pergunto: até quando seremos uma ilha
energética na Europa? Portugal estd pronto para ser parte da solucdo. Precisamos de compromissos concretos.

Por fim, destaco que apoiar a Ucrdnia é uma responsabilidade estratégica. A competitividade na inovacdo, energia e
defesa é a melhor alavanca para que a Unido Europeia seja um pilar de apoio sélido a quem luta pela liberdade e
democracia.
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Nio podemos assistir iméveis e serenos aos desafios que se acumulam. A Unido Europeia precisa de avangar.
(O orador aceita responder a uma pergunta «cartdo azul»)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado Paulo Cunha, o senhor falou
aqui de competitividade das empresas e da necessidade de desenvolver a economia e pergunto-lhe como é que o senhor
deputado, olhando para a realidade portuguesa, pode achar que as conclusdes deste Conselho Europeu nos servem?

Como ¢ que uma economia como a portuguesa, que estd assente sobretudo em pequenas e médias empresas, pode
beneficiar de medidas como o Pacote Omnibus ou o offshore legal do 28.° regime juridico, que se destinam exclusiva-
mente a favorecer a acdo das multinacionais?

Como ¢ que o senhor deputado entende que as pequenas e médias empresas portuguesas podem suportar esse con-
fronto com as multinacionais se elas passam a ter melhores condi¢des de desenvolver a sua atividade, inclusivamente em
concorréncia com as PME portuguesas?

Paulo Cunha (PPE), Resposta segundo o procedimento «artdo azul». — Senhor Deputado, os dados, que s3o publicos e sdo
recentes, demonstram melhorias significativas na economia portuguesa, ndo s6 do ponto de vista macroeconémico, mas
também, em concreto, ao nivel da empregabilidade.

Hoje, hd, inequivocamente, uma melhoria da situagdo econémica em Portugal. Isso deve-se a politicas publicas consi-
stentes, ndo s6 adotadas no nivel interno, mas também aquelas que sdo adotadas no plano internacional.

Acreditamos, genuinamente, que aquilo que se tem feito no contexto da Unido Europeia, somado com aquilo que estd a
acontecer no contexto nacional, é a conjugagio necessiria para que cada cidadio portugués e cada empresa portuguesa,
particularmente as que citou, as pequenas e médias empresas, possam beneficiar de um clima econémico favoravel.

Christel Schaldemose (S&D). — Fru formand! Krig i Europa er ikke leengere noget, vi laeser om i historiebegerne. Det
er virkelighed. Ukraine keemper pé fjerde &r for deres frihed, for vores. Danmark tager ansvar. Frontstaterne tager ansvar,
og nu ma resten af Europa komme med. Vi ma gare op med os selv, om vi har tenkt os at forsvare vores kontinent eller
¢j. Vi kan ikke forsvare vores verdier med halve lgsninger og tomme lofter. Hvis vi vil et staerkt Europa, sd kraver det
handling. Det kraever oprustning. Det kraever investeringer, og det kreever viljen til at std sammen.
Europa-Kommissionen har leveret et godt forslag, og Radet ber statte. Ikke naste ar, ikke om fem &r, men nu. Vi kan
ikke blive ved med at laegge ansvaret over pd dem, der bor tattest pa krigen. Vi skal deles om byrden, hvis vi vil deles
om friheden. Vi ma ikke tvivle. Vi skal std fast, og vi skal std fast, vi skal std sammen i Europa. Jeg tror pd, at Europa
kan, hvis vi vil.

Gilles Pennelle (PfE). - Madame la Présidente, partout en Europe, les peuples se lévent pour contester la dérive auto-
ritaire de I'Union européenne et la dérive autoritaire de M™ von der Leyen. Face a cela, comme dans toutes les dictatu-
res, on assiste & un raidissement, a un sursaut d’autoritarisme et a des dérives liberticides.

On la vu lors de ce Conseil européen du 20 mars, ot certains, y compris dans cette assemblée parlementaire, ont
contesté ce qui est pourtant dans les traités, c'est-a-dire le droit de vote d'un Etat, le droit d'un Etat de s'opposer a
certaines décisions. Nous I'avons vu, bien évidemment, avec la Roumanie, o, sous 'acclamation des européistes, on a
interdit a un candidat de se présenter et on a annulé des élections. Nous l'avons vu hier en France, ot s'est produit un
véritable scandale démocratique, un coup d’Etat judiciaire visant a empécher la favorite de l'élection présidentielle
— certes tres critique a 'égard de votre Union européenne — de se présenter devant les urnes.

Je voudrais vous dire quelque chose, chers collegues, qui devriez étre indignés par ces décisions. Faites attention, parce
que lhistoire nous 'a prouvé: ceux qui sen prennent a la démocratie le regretteront, parce quil y aura de graves
conséquences.

Carlo Fidanza (ECR). — Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, signor Presidente del Consiglio, onorevoli colleghi,
nell'ultimo Consiglio si ¢ parlato molto di difesa e di sicurezza.
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Non abbandonare la cooperazione transatlantica in nome di iniziative velleitarie; non ragionare soltanto di nuovo debito
pubblico, ma di strumenti per stimolare gli investimenti privati; non parlare soltanto di riarmo, ma di sicurezza a 360
gradi e di difesa delle nostre liberta dalle minacce ibride. E questa la strada di buon senso tracciata da leader lungimi-
ranti, come Giorgia Meloni.

Ma si ¢ parlato di competitivita e semplificazione: concetti chiave, che pero non si possono realizzare se non rivedendo
obiettivi e tempistiche di ogni singolo provvedimento del Green Deal, disinnescando il pilota automatico di qualche
burocrate ideologizzato.

Colleghi, nelle prossime ore depositeremo le firme necessarie per richiedere I'istituzione di una commissione di inchiesta
sul cosiddetto «green gate». Ringrazio i quasi 200 deputati che I'hanno supportata e faccio appello agli amici del PPE, che
hanno avuto un ruolo importante nel richiedere chiarezza sulle azioni delle ONG ambientaliste, affinché si uniscano a
noi in questa battaglia di verita e di trasparenza.

Svenja Hahn (Renew). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kollegen! Es ist doch einfach nur frustrierend, wenn wir sehen, wie
klein die Schritte der EU-Lander sind, wihrend Trump und Putin und die Autokraten unsere Welt im Sprint einreiflen —
und wihrenddessen blockieren die Vereine der Demokratie innerhalb der EU jeden Fortschritt. Dabei kann die Welt nicht
auf uns warten, bis wir Orbdn mal wieder mit Geld zugeschiittet haben, damit er wenigstens nicht Nein sagt. Es ist doch
verriickt, dass Europa immer noch die Feinde der Demokratie mit ihrem eigenen Geld fiittert. Und wihrenddessen
versucht Prisident Macron zumindest eine Koalition der Willigen — dabei brauchen wir vor allen Dingen eine Koalition
der Handelnden.

Europa muss handeln, sonst werden wir im Konflikt zwischen Autokratie und Demokratie im besten Fall irrelevant, im
schlimmsten Fall zerrieben. Die EU muss jetzt die dritte Weltmacht neben China und den USA werden — eine Sicher-
heitsmacht, die sich gemeinsam und selbststindig verteidigen kann, eine Wirtschaftsmacht, die Heimat von Innovation
und Wachstum ist statt von Biirokratie, und eine diplomatische Macht, die weltweit ein verldsslicher Partner ist und
unsere Interessen und Werte verteidigt.

Die EU kann jetzt die Fackel der Freiheit von den USA iibernehmen und selbst zum Leuchtfeuer fiir all jene werden, die
nach Freiheit und Demokratie streben.

Tom Berendsen (PPE). — Voorzitter, als ik tien jaar geleden, op deze dag, tegen iemand gezegd had dat we vandaag
oorlog op ons continent zouden hebben, dat de Verenigde Staten ons in de steek zouden laten en dat de Europese

industrie in zwaar weer zou verkeren, dan had die persoon op de kalender gekeken en het als een slechte eenaprilgrap
beoordeeld.

Het is echter de harde realiteit. Europese landen zijn extreem naief geweest. We hebben vanuit onze luie stoel gekeken
hoe de Verenigde Staten onze veiligheid zijn gaan waarborgen, hoe Rusland ons van energie is gaan voorzien en hoe
China onze spullen is gaan maken en onze grondstoffen is gaan leveren. Het zijn precies die landen die werken aan een
wereld waar niet democratie en rechtsstaat voorop staan, maar wel de gedachte van machtsblokken en invloedssferen.
Kortom, een wereld waar deze afhankelijkheden als wapen tegen ons gebruikt worden. Dat is de wereld waar zij aan
werken.

Mijnheer Costa, er rust een grote verantwoordelijkheid op uw schouders, op de schouders van nationale regeringen, op
al onze schouders, om ervoor te zorgen dat we hier sterker uitkomen. Er is geen nationale boekhoudersmentaliteit
nodig, maar leiderschap en daadkracht.

We kunnen dit, met duidelijke keuzes: als we kiezen voor veiligheid, energie en innovatie als duidelijke prioriteiten, voor
een Europese begroting waar deze prioriteiten ook de ruimte krijgen. En als we duidelijk kiezen voor Europese samen-
werking, opdat we met 27 landen, en zo'n 450 miljoen mensen, onze positie in de wereld kunnen beschermen.

President. — Before I give the floor to the next speaker, I'd like to say that it has been brought to my attention that,
following the intervention of Ms Neumann, Mr Droese addressed to her a number of offensive words and gestures,
which is absolutely unacceptable. Mr Droese, you keep doing this. I will look into this and launch a sanction procedure
if appropriate.
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Javier Moreno Sinchez (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, querido comisario, querido presidente, sefiorfas, el pasado miér-
coles celebramos el 68.° aniversario del Tratado de Roma, con el que los europeos iniciamos nuestro camino hacia un
destino comtin, compartiendo con éxito paz, seguridad, democracia y bienestar social.

Ahora bien, el cambio en la Casa Blanca nos ha llevado a un punto de inflexién, lo que Habermas llama el momento de
autoafirmacién existencial. La Unidn necesita invertir en seguridad para dar el impulso definitivo a su integracién y
convertirse en una potencia politica competitiva con una defensa comdin.

Desde la unidad, necesitamos un esfuerzo europeo, en el que el Gobierno de Pedro Sdnchez participard con responsa-
bilidad, solidaridad y europeismo, un esfuerzo al que espero que se sume la oposicién en Espafia. Hablo de un esfuerzo
en el que la ciudadania europea se sienta participe y no vea mermados ni sus derechos ni el Estado de bienestar ni la
proteccion del planeta; un esfuerzo en inversion en tecnologia, para hacer frente a los gigantes estadounidenses, y en
cooperacion al desarrollo, para ampliar nuestro soft power en el mundo. Ese es el futuro camino de nuestro destino
comun.

Harald Vilimsky (PfE). — Frau Prisidentin, sehr geehrte Damen und Herren! Bevor ich auf die Ratssitzung zu sprechen
komme, drei aktuelle Dinge, die wirklich mehr als Sorge bereiten. Nummer eins: das, was sich in Ruménien ereignet, wo
eine Nummer eins bei Wahlen tiber einen Angriff des dortigen deep state einfach aus dem Rennen genommen wird und
hier Einfluss in Wahlen genommen wird, was aus meiner Sicht mehr als besorgniserregend ist. Das, was sich gestern in
Frankreich ereignet hat, das ist fur mich weniger eine Justizgeschichte als mehr ein Angriff des deep state iiber die Justiz
auf die Anfihrerin in allen Umfragen in Frankreich, wo man der franzosischen Bevolkerung die Moglichkeit nehmen
will, ihre bevorzugte Kandidatin wahlen zu konnen. Der nichste Irrsinn innerhalb der Européischen Union: Schauen Sie
nach Deutschland, wo ernsthaft eine Diskussion gefithrt wird, die AfD, die in einer sehr, sehr begriifenswerten, gro-
Rartigen Entwicklung nach oben ist, verbieten zu wollen.

Ich frage mich: Was sind denn diese europiischen Werte, die irgendjemand noch hier verteidigt? Wie halten Sie es
eigentlich mit Demokratie? Wie ist es, wenn derartige Warnhinweise sich quer durch den Kontinent entwickeln und
jeder den Kopf in den Sand steckt?

Ich komme nun zum Inhaltlichen bei dieser Ratssitzung zu sprechen — wenn Sie was zu sagen haben, kommen Sie am
besten nachher raus. Nummer eins: Aus den grofien Fehlentwicklungen wird man einfach nicht schlau. Die Migration
seit dem Jahr 2015 — die nackte Katastrophe ohne jegliche Losung, wo Sie den Kontinent langsam in Richtung zweites
Marrakesch oder Botswana dndern wollen. Die ndchste Geschichte — Thre Budgetdisziplin, die dazu fithrt, dass es quer
durch den Kontinent so ist, dass wir in eine Schuldensituation iibergehen, die kaum mehr stemmbar ist. Und drittens —
Stichwort Frieden, wo auch Sie versagen und den Ruf international nicht horen und stattdessen hier Kriegssabelrasseln
betreiben, anstatt Thre Stimme fiir den Frieden zu erheben.

Johan Van Overtveldt (ECR). — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, tijdens de besprekingen in de Europese Raad stonden
defensie en concurrentiekracht centraal. Als afzonderlijke thema’s, alhoewel ze eigenlijk onlosmakelijk met elkaar ver-
bonden zijn. Zonder veiligheid, geen gezonde economie. Het omgekeerde geldt echter ook: zonder een gezonde econo-
mie is een echte uitbouw van defensie die die naam waardig is, onmogelijk. Een sterke economie is geen doel op zich.
Het is een voorwaarde voor welvaart en veiligheid.

Om de broodnodige private investeringen voor defensie te genereren, moet de concurrentiekracht van de Europese
bedrijven aangescherpt worden. Dit kan gebeuren via, zoals ook door de Raad aangeduid, drastische vereenvoudiging
van regelgeving, verlaging van de energiekosten, versterking van de interne markt, digitalisering en het bevorderen van
investeringen en innovatie.

Ik voeg daar graag aan toe dat een aantal lasten, in het algemeen en specifiek wat betreft privé-investeringen in defensie,
het best verlaagd worden. Die privé-investeringen zijn absoluut noodzakelijk om een noodlottige ontsporing van
publieke financién in een aantal Europese landen te vermijden.

Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, les empires avancent, la démoc-
ratie recule. Plus grave encore, nous faisons face a une réalité implacable: notre difficulté a démontrer concrétement
notre efficacité pour batir des politiques justes.
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Il est temps de cesser de nous étonner, de condamner ou de nous féliciter. Assez d’hésitations et de timidité. Quand
allons-nous pleinement assumer notre propre sécurité, garantir notre prospérité et accompagner les transitions décisives
qui faconnent l'avenir de nos sociétés? La démocratie doit étre une force d’action résolue, pas une lenteur excessive
paralysée par ses propres divisions et peurs. Il est urgent d’adopter des décisions rapides et concrétes pour protéger
nos ambitions et nos intéréts. L'Europe doit devenir une puissance capable de planifier avec cohérence et de coordonner
ses efforts de maniere stratégique.

Monsieur le Commissaire, nous soutiendrons toutes les actions que vous meénerez pour protéger notre économie face
aux attaques commerciales dangereuses, ainsi que votre volonté de batir des partenariats nouveaux pour renforcer la
stabilité internationale. Parallelement, nous avons l'impérieuse nécessité d’accélérer sur la simplification, pour libérer les
énergies et renforcer notre marché intérieur.

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Wenn gerade vor mir ein Redner so
frontal die franzosische Justiz angegriffen hat, dann zeigt das, wie wichtig es ist, dass wir zu den europiischen Werten
stehen, dass wir unser Rechtssystem verteidigen, und das geht nur, wenn die Europdische Union stark und geschlossen
bleibt. Denn wenn in der Tonlage vom Putin-Sprecher Peskow nach dem Missbrauch von 2,9 Millionen Euro hier so
getan wird, als ob nichts geschehen wire, und die Justiz schuldig gesprochen wird und nicht die Schuldige hier zur
Verantwortung gezogen wird, dann zeigt das: Manchmal ist es bei Kollegen und Kolleginnen hier schon fiinf nach zwolf.

Da ist es umso wichtiger, dass die Europdische Union bei dieser Ratssitzung klar gezeigt hat, dass bei wesentlichen
Punkten hier diese Stirke in der EU nach wie vor gegeben ist, wenn es darum geht, uns wirtschaftlich stark aufzustellen;
dass dieser Plan im Juni hier vorgelegt wird, wo der Binnenmarkt gestirkt wird, wo es zu einer vertieften finanziellen
Integration kommt und auch eine Investitionsunion auf die Reihe gebracht wird.

Dann ist es umso wichtiger, wenn morgen ein schwarzer Mittwoch hier kommen wird — wenn Prisident Trump diese
Zolllawine lostreten wird. Da braucht es eine starke Europdische Union, die gemeinsam entsprechende Gegen-
mafinahmen setzt und die sich an den Werten und am Rechtssystem in Europa orientiert. Das unterscheidet uns von
anderen Fraktionen, die hier im Haus sind.

Dan Nica (S&D). — Doamna presedinti, domnule vicepresedinte Sef¢ovi¢, domnule presedinte Costa, avem cu totii
nevoia astdzi si ludm mdsuri urgente pentru ca industriile strategice ale Uniunii Europene sd poatd si reziste, s supra-
vietuiascd si si avem cu totii un viitor care si aibd o certitudine, cd vorbim de industria otelului, a aluminiului, ci
vorbim de industria ingrisimintelor chimice, industria auto, c¢i vorbim de industria energeticd, cd vorbim de cipuri.
Toate sunt supuse unui stres extraordinar, pentru cd, pe de o parte, avem preturi la energie care sunt mult, mult prea
mari ca sd putem s fim competitivi, iar pe de altd parte toti vin, unii pun taxe vamale, altii incearcd sd ne picileascd,
avand exporturi care vin la un pret de cost care este nerezonabil de scdzut in Uniunea Europeand. lar toate acestea vin
sd ne spund un singur lucru: concluziile Consiliului European sunt bune, trebuie sd ludim masuri.

Perioada de naivitate, de declaratii politice si de lipsd de actiune a trecut. Astizi trebuie luate aceste masuri, pentru ca
maine si nu fie prea tarziu, ca si salvim si locurile de muncd si s avem si un viitor pe care noi si-l putem asigura
pentru cetdtenii Uniunii Europene si pentru Uniunea Europeana.

Eppavould ®paykog (ECR). — Kupia TTpoedpe, ot mapaypagot 8 xar 9 tev cupmepaopdtey tou Supfouliou elvar yeloiec.
'O\ 1 Méon Avatohn) yelder pe v euponaikr agéleia kar unokpioia. H anodoyr) evog mevragtols petafatikol tixaviiotikou
kadeototog eivar mavteAg yehoia. ‘ONot Mépe mog OAa eivan Vépa mardeiag. [lépav Tou OTL vidou vidou ota kepapidia Kavel 1
yarta, to kaveotag al-Julani egappoler kar didaoker Tov tpopokpatikd iyavtiopo ot Zupia. Ta noudid diddokovtar ) onpa-
ola Tou va medaivouv yia tov ANay. H Supia petatpénetar oe kadeotds Xapdg, kat i kupla Kallas unooyetor 3,4 dio. EUR
apeca oto kadeotdg. Kupla Kallas, ypnpatodorteite éva kadeotag mapaywyns TpOHOKPATAY OTA VOTIOAVATOMK( EUPOTAIKA HaG
ouvopa, kat autod da frav yehoio av dev frav T000 QPIKAOES. ZITARe TV avatpomi) ToU TLIAVTIOTIKOU KAUeoTOTOS AHED,
®oTe va 0dnyndel 1 Zupia ot ekNOYEC.
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Lubica Karvasovad (Renew). — Madam President, three years ago, Bucha showed a true face of Putin’s brutality. I was
there two weeks after Russian troops withdrew, on 8 April 2022, standing at a mass grave together with the Slovak
Prime Minister and with President von der Leyen at that time to honour the victims and support Ukraine. But we also
delivered the first air defence system, the S-300.

I am a proud Slovak and a European I am still. Today, we prepare to take our defence to a whole new level. Not because
we want to, but because there is no prosperity without security.

But some so-called leaders would rather bow to Putin or Trump than work with their European partners. History will
remember those who stood up for Europe, for its security and defence and economy, and those who looked away. So,
let’s lead the way.

Danuse Nerudovd (PPE). - Madam President, dear colleagues, do you know how we call a person who forms a
relationship with another purely to extract money from them? A gold digger. And in Europe, we all know who that
is. Viktor Orbdn blackmails us at every single summit. When we want to strengthen our security, he says 'no’. When we
want to support a country that has been unjustly invaded, he says 'no’. But when he wants European money for him
and his oligarchs, he says 'yes’.

That last leaders’ summit shows that Europe is finally taking responsibility for its own defence. We are establishing new
defence loans, making national budgets more flexible and ensuring that every unused euro in the EU budget is redirected
towards this effort.

But we must go further. It's time to break the taboos. It’s time to end Orbédn’s veto over EU foreign and defence policy.
We need a stronger long-term EU budget and a significantly larger European defence fund, and we must be ready to
deliver. And we need to say 'no’ to this gold digger.

Marta Temido (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Presidente do Conselho, Senhor Comissdrio, quero saudar as
conclusdes do dltimo Conselho Europeu quanto a centralidade que atribuiram a agenda econdmica.

Sabemos bem que o fortalecimento do Pilar Europeu dos Direitos Sociais depende da prosperidade da Europa, que s
com mais crescimento podemos criar mais empregos, mais empregos de qualidade, e fortalecer a base industrial e a
autonomia europeias. Por isso, apoiamos as trés prioridades da nova agenda: simplificar, tornar a energia mais acessivel
para todos e melhorar a integracdo nos mercados.

Lembramos bem os ganhos da agenda da simplificacio administrativa em Portugal, mas rejeitamos completamente que
se confunda simplificar e desregular. Ndo podemos esquecer que os mercados tém falhas e que compete ao Estado a sua
corregdo para protecio de todos.

Como ndo podemos — ou nio queremos — esquecer que a nossa posi¢do no comércio internacional nio pode ser
conquistada fechando os olhos as violagdes dos direitos humanos e da ordem multilateral. E quanto a este tema e a voz
que a Unido Europeia precisa de ter na cena internacional, as conclusdes do Conselho continuam a ser dececionantes.

Anna Zalewska (ECR). — Brak konkurencji, wysokie ceny energii i biurokracja to trzy $miertelne choroby, ktére
zabijajg Uni¢ Europejska. Trzeba znalezé sposoby i sg trzy. Trzeba zmieni¢ trzy dokumenty.

Po pierwsze dyrektywe, ktéra w 2014 roku zmienita zasady funkcjonowania rynku ETS. Stal si¢ on rynkiem spekula-
cyjnym, manipulacyjnym, a tak naprawdg piramida finansowsa.

Oprécz tego trzeba zmieni¢ prawo klimatyczne. Pig¢ lat temu powstawalo prawo klimatyczne i juz wtedy wiedzieliSmy,
ze nie przystaje do rzeczywistoci. Rozpoczela si¢ pandemia. Pdzniej przyszla wojna. Swiata opisanego w prawie klima-
tycznym po prostu juz wtedy nie bylo i nie ma.

[ trzeci sposéb: trzeba natychmiast zmieni¢ budzet, przemysleé, w jaki sposéb ograniczy¢ zielone inwestycje (co do
ktérych watpliwosci ma juz Trybunal Obrachunkowy), by bez pozyczek przygotowac si¢ na wypadek wojny, by¢ goto-
wym, by si¢ broni¢.
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Karlo Ressler (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, protekle godine razbile su postmodernisticke iluzije. Mir i sigurnost
u Europi viSe se ne uzimaju zdravo za gotovo, a slobodnu trgovinu viSe se ne vidi kao nekakav Carobni Stapi¢ za
liberalnu demokraciju. Realpolitika, ponekad i brutalna, tek pocinje pisati nova pravila. Istodobno, povijest nas uéi da
nikada protekcionizam nije ni jednu naciju doveo do blagostanja jer carine $tete svima. Svijet se danas mijenja brze nego
europski refleksi. Ako Zeli ostati relevantna, Europa ne smije biti ni naivna, ali isto tako, niti troma. Usprkos potesko-
¢ama, imamo trgovinsku i gospodarsku snagu, potencijal 450 milijuna ljudi. Potrebna nam je sada i korjenita mentali-
tetna promjena. Manje koreografije, a viSe konkretnih rezultata i u smanjivanju administrativnog opterecenja, pametnijim
ulaganjima u obranu, partnerstvima s tre¢im zemljama u sprecavanju nezakonitih migracija, kao i zajednickom trzistu
kapitala. Bez izgovora, bez ¢ekanja, bez iluzija.

Elio Di Rupo (S&D). - Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Président, comme vous, je ne veux pas la guerre. Je ne veux
pas la guerre, mais tourner le dos aujourd’hui aux réalités que nous vivons serait une grave faute pour chacun d’entre
nous et chacun de nos concitoyens.

Nous devons donc faire ce que vous proposez. L'Europe doit d’'urgence prendre son destin en main et, permettez-moi de
vous le dire, Monsieur le Président, pas nécessairement & 27. Nous pourrions, dans le domaine de la défense en parti-
culier, trouver d’autres formules. Nous devons, quoi qu’il en soit, avancer pour protéger nos concitoyens. Nous pou-
rrions également trouver d’autres formules dans le domaine économique, avec une stratégie industrielle, dans le domaine
des médicaments ou encore dans le domaine de I'énergie. Nous pourrions aussi faire en sorte que, sur le plan social, nos
concitoyens vivent mieux, avec des emplois et des revenus. Clest fondamental.

L'argent que nous allons investir dans la défense doit I'étre dans nos territoires, nos entreprises, nos emplois, nos
ingénieurs, nos ouvriers et nos chercheurs. Nous ne devons plus dépendre de qui que ce soit. Je pense, Monsieur le
Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, que vous en avez la capacité. Nous comptons sur vous.

Frangois-Xavier Bellamy (PPE). - Madame la Présidente, aujourd’hui est un jour important pour notre Parlement,
puisque ¢a y est, nous y sommes: nous allons voter ensemble pour suspendre leffet des directives sur la publication
d'informations en matiére de durabilité par les entreprises et sur le devoir de vigilance en matiére de durabilité, qui
constituaient un probleme majeur pour nos entreprises et pour leur compétitivité.

Cest un enjeu essentiel, un enjeu géopolitique essentiel, puisque nos débats de ce matin, Monsieur le Président du
Conseil, auront beaucoup été consacrés a cette question de la sécurité de I'Europe. Nous avons parlé de ce qu'il fallait
investir pour renforcer la défense de nos pays et nous avons parlé de I'argent public qu'il allait falloir engager pour cela,
mais il n'est pas, chers collégues, nous le savons, un seul euro d’argent public qui ne provienne de l'effort des Européens
et du travail de nos entreprises. Cela, chers collegues, nous met tous face a nos responsabilités.

Jentends, par exemple, que nos collegues socialistes pourraient refuser de voter pour suspendre leffet de ces directives.
Ecoutez les entreprises, écoutez ce qu'elles vous disent de ce quelles connaissent aujourd’hui. Vous voulez mieux défen-
dre 'Europe? Libérez nos entreprises! Vous voulez préserver nos modeles sociaux pour l'avenir? Libérez nos entreprises!
Vous voulez protéger 'environnement? Libérez nos entreprises, qui sont celles qui respectent les régles environnementa-
les les plus exigeantes au monde! Vous voulez garantir la capacité de 'Europe a peser dans les nouveaux défis commer-
ciaux qui sont devant nous aujourd’hui? Libérez nos entreprises! Cela, c’est notre message a la Commission européenne.

Nous avons besoin d'inverser la logique. Depuis trop longtemps, 'Europe s'est abimée, s'est abimée elle-méme, dans une
logique de défiance systématique a I'égard de ceux qui, pourtant, font vivre nos pays, les font prospérer, les font rayon-
ner, sont seuls capables de faire que notre continent gardera, ou retrouvera, la maitrise de son destin.

Il n’y a pas d’avenir possible pour I'Europe si nous ne commencgons pas d’abord par donner a nos entreprises la capacité
d’agir, de travailler, de créer de la valeur et de 'emploi dans nos pays. Cela, c’est notre message, c’est celui de toute notre
campagne et c’est celui de I'action qui s'engage aujourd’hui.
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Aodhédn O Riorddin (S&D). — Madam President, the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic hailed support from our
exiled children in America and our gallant allies in Europe. We never thought we would have to choose between them,
but we do.

We don’t know what tariffs may come this week. Workers and businesses in Ireland potentially face the worst economic
shock since the crash of 2008. But Europe must stand united.

For too long, Ireland’s relationship with the US has been viewed through a lens of nostalgia. But we cannot cling to an
administration with such contempt for our values. Ireland’s membership of this family of nations has lifted us from the
dark ages and moved us forward. Trump wants to drag us back to division, protectionism and hateful nationalism.
Ireland is not between Europe and America. We are Europe.

We must face down Trump’s America. The US is choking on the vulgarity of what its political system has produced.
History demands that Europe resists.

Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il benessere dellEuropa & messo duramente a rischio di
fronte ai dazi americani che saranno annunciati domani; questo tema ¢ ovviamente al centro del dibattito fra noi e i
nostri governi.

Dobbiamo rispondere subito in maniera coesa, come Unione europea, e dobbiamo farlo in modo netto e senza tenten-
namenti, perché solo cosi si potra sedere al tavolo negoziale alla pari e scongiurare un danno economico incalcolabile
per le nostre imprese, ma anche per quelle americane.

Dobbiamo preparare misure tariffarie come i dazi di risposta e, se sara necessario, anche non tariffarie, per esempio
rafforzando le regole per l'acquisto di beni europei in via prioritaria in alcuni ambiti.

Un'escalation di conflitti commerciali con 'America non ¢ interesse di nessuno e dobbiamo negoziare ma, per farlo,
serve usare il linguaggio della forza. Lo dico anche a Giorgia Meloni, che invoca la calma e si cimenta in una ridicola
giustificazione degli attacchi del vicepresidente Vance agli europei. Non ¢ questa la strada.

Al governo italiano e alla destra europea dico chiaramente che non c’¢ pitt tempo da perdere con divisioni e atteggia-
menti confusi, serve difendere gli interessi dei nostri cittadini!

Catch-the-eye procedure

Dariusz Jofiski (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Panie Komisarzu! Duzo dzisiaj na tej sali i w tej kadencji na temat
konkurencyjnoéci gospodarki i taniej energii w tym zmieniajacym si¢ $wiecie. I bardzo dobrze. Natomiast popatrzmy,
w Stanach Zjednoczonych odchodzg oplaty od porozumien paryskich. Nowy premier Kanady odchodzi od oplat klima-
tycznych, co bedzie skutkowalo tym, Ze ludzie beda mniej placili za paliwo, cho¢ jednoczesnie utrzymujg oplaty dla
najwigkszych emitentéw przemystowych.

Méwie o tym w kontekscie ETSu. Europejskie firmy nie s3 w stanie w tej chwili sprosta¢ tym zbyt ambitnym celom, a
jeszcze szykowany jest ETS2 w 2027 roku. Chce powiedzie¢ bardzo wyraZnie, Ze oprécz zadbania o klimat musimy
zadba¢ o konkurencyjnos$¢ gospodarki. To jest ten czas, kiedy po prostu musimy to zrobi¢, bo wolaja nas o pomoc i nie
mozemy by¢ glusi.

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Gerbiama Pirmininke, gerbiamas pirmininke Antonio Costa, gerbiamas
Komisijos nary Marosai Sefcovitiau. Noréciau padékoti uz isvadas, pasakyti, kad jos i§ tiesy nukreipia teisinga kryptimi.
Bet ar galime duoti pazadg, kad Salys narés jgyvendins bankine sgjunga, igyvendins kapitalo rinky sajunga ir uzbaigs
vienijimasi vieningos rinkos per dvejus metus? Ar galime pasakyti, kad daugiameté finansiné perspektyva bus aptarta ir
Europos Sgjungos biudZetas bus padidintas dviem procentais nuo dabartinio vieno procento BVP ir mes patvirtinsime
didesnj sarasa nuo Siol nuosavyjy iStekliy? Europos Sajungos biudZetas turi biiti autonominis, stiprus, galintis finansuoti
visus projektus, jskaitant gynyba ir visus kitus. Ir Ukrainos parama taip pat turi bati ne nuliné, kaip dabar yra, bet bent
visos Salys vienodai j tai jdéty pastangas.

Anna Maria Cisint (PfE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, sono rimasta allibita nel sentire, prima, la Presidente
von der Leyen affermare che le aziende sono cresciute in questi anni. C'¢ da chiedersi in quale realta vivete.
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Questa maggioranza fa finta di non accorgersi che ha devastato 'Europa, mandando sul lastrico migliaia di lavoratori nel
settore della pesca, dell'agricoltura, dell'automotive, nel settore marittimo, e tutto nel nome di un folle, ideologico Green
Deal che non volete modificare.

E ora, con la stessa falsa urgenza, inventate un nuovo spauracchio, con tanto di video con ridicole carte da gioco e
accendino. Il pericolo imminente della guerra nei nostri paesi: inventato.

Per anni ci avete detto che non si poteva fare debito ma, improvvisamente, per salvare la Germania dalla tragedia che lei
stessa ha creato, ora si puo.

Allora, se si puo, quei soldi devono andare alla sanita; devono andare alla scuola, al lavoro, all'economia reale, non a
queste strategie ideologiche fallimentari!

Tre anni di zero assoluto con I'Ucraina: anche noi vogliamo un esercito forte, perd voi non siete pitt credibili. E perché?
Perché avete portato al fallimento ogni cosa toccata.

Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR). — Madam President, I like how the tone of Europe is changing at the moment. Europe
will not survive if we do not strengthen our security and competitiveness.

I think most European leaders are starting to realise this. Good for Europe.

But when I start to read how European leaders handle climate and energy policy, my positive feelings often disappear.
While people are calling for lower living costs and less regulation, Europe is still hanging on to the unrealistic green
ideology.

Let’s face it, our green goals from the past are not compatible with our current priorities. Overly strict green policies are
the very reason European companies and households have been struggling.

To my leftist and green colleagues, you had your time and it didn't work out. Now it’s time to do things differently.

Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora von der Leyen, Senhor Anténio Costa, quando nos falam da
reunido do Conselho Europeu, o eco que se ouve neste Parlamento é guerra, guerra, guerra, guerra.

O plano da Unido Europeia é fazer da guerra o motor da economia e um negdcio tio biliondrio que nunca mais tenha
fim.

O futuro ndo se constréi nem com guerra, nem com militarismo, nem com mais corrida as armas. Constréi-se com
solugdes de paz e de seguranga coletiva que implicam compromisso politico e a¢do diplomatica.

O futuro ndo se constrdi com os privilégios dos grupos econdémicos e das multinacionais, do Pacote Omnibus,
do offshore legal federal do 28.° regime juridico ou do ataque aos sistemas publicos da Seguranca Social, que também
consta das conclusdes do Conselho.

O futuro constréi-se com o aprofundamento dos direitos dos trabalhadores, com o apoio as micro, pequenas e médias
empresas, agricultores e pescadores, com o desenvolvimento da produgdo industrial para resolver os problemas sociais.

Nesta reunido do Conselho Europeu, encontraram 800 mil milhdes de euros para acrescentar aos gastos miliondrios da
Unido Europeia. Ndo encontraram um céntimo para a habitagdo, para a satide, para a educagdo ou para os transportes.

O que estdo a fazer é destruir o presente dos povos e ameagar o futuro das novas geracdes.

Siegbert Frank Droese (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Schade, dass Frau von der Leyen bei der ersten kritischen Anmer-
kung von meinem Kollegen zu ihrer schindlichen Politik hier aus dem Parlament gefliichtet ist, aber vielleicht bt sie
schon fiir spdter. Von der Leyen will nun 800 Milliarden in die Aufriistung der EU stecken. Dabei mochte ich fragen:
Wie viel Euro werden am Ende davon in ihrer Tasche landen? Denn schlieflich wird sie ja wegen Korruption gejagt.
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Wir miissen Biirokratie und Korruption in der EU bekdmpfen; die USA zeigen uns, wie es geht — mit DOGE. Solange das
nicht erfolgt, konnen wir weitere Billionen und Milliarden an Euro der europdischen Steuerzahler in das System kippen,
ohne sichtbare Erfolge. Daher hoffe ich als erstes, dass die Europder Frau von der Leyen aus ihrem Amt vertreiben, und
ich hoffe auf Justitia, dass Frau von der Leyen demnichst eine FufSfessel tragen muss.

Lukas Sieper (NI). — Madam President, dear people of Europe, at its March meeting, the European Council sent an
important signal: support for Ukraine, a clear path for Moldova and Georgia, and a renewed commitment to enlarge-
ment as a pillar of peace and stability. That matters, especially in a world where democracies are under pressure.

But what shocks me is how some colleagues here have used this very debate — misused it — to discredit democratic
institutions all around Europe: to attack the Romanian Constitutional Court and the Romanian electoral authorities; to
question the legitimacy of the French judiciary, even after Marine Le Pen was found guilty in front of a French criminal
court; and to suggest that in Germany, a possible ban for the AfD would be an act of political will, rather than a legal
proceeding led by the Federal Constitutional Court, which is, by the Constitution, the only institution with that compe-
tence.

That irony is breathtaking, and we, the democrats, have to fight back.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefior presidente Costa, sefior comisario Sef¢ovi€, a
menudo las conclusiones del Consejo de mayor utilidad son aquellas que no han sido puestas por escrito pero pueden
ser leidas entre lineas.

La primera, la insostenible unanimidad en las decisiones de politica exterior, que ha obligado a veintiséis Estados miem-
bros a formar una coalicién de voluntarios para excluir de nuevo a una Hungria cuyo Gobierno es cada vez mds
incompatible no solamente con sus responsabilidades como socio de la Unién sino hasta con la Carta de los Derechos
Fundamentales de la Unién Europea —como discutiremos en otro punto de este mismo Pleno—.

La segunda, que cuando se subraya la importancia de la dimensién exterior de la politica migratoria siempre se insiste en
los retornos y en la instrumentalizacién, pero nunca lo bastante en que solo serd posible negociar con los paises de los
que provienen las personas desesperadas si existe ademds una arquitectura diplomadtica, con acuerdos que sean mutua-
mente interesantes, ademds de una politica comin de visados que incluya los visados humanitarios y vias legales y
seguras.

Y, la tercera, cuando se habla de multilateralismo con normas hay que insistir en que la Unién Europea tiene que tener
una estrategia comtn de reforma del sistema de las Naciones Unidas, cada vez mds obsoleto, y, por lo menos, una
representacién consonante en el Consejo de Seguridad con los dos miembros de que dispone Europa en el Consejo
de Seguridad.

Bruno Gongalves (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Caro Presidente do Conselho, Caro Comissdrio, em tempos de medo,
tenhamos esperanca. E sobre as conclusdes do Conselho devo dizer que, desde a chegada de Donald Trump, a palavra
que mais ouvimos foi a palavra crise. E tivessem os gregos sabido que a palavra crise — krisis — seria empregada com
mais vontade para o perigo e com menos esperanca da vontade, talvez ndo a tivessem empregado da mesma forma.

E é sobre esse otimismo, que ndo sei se é ou ndo irritante, que nés devemos olhar para o futuro. O futuro da Unido
Europeia é um futuro de unido quando falamos do mercado para a prosperidade. O futuro da Unido Europeia ndo é da
industria da guerra, nem da defesa, é da industria da paz, porque sé ela salva os povos e lhes devolve seguranca.

Mas é também um futuro de realismo. E aqui, nas poucas linhas que encontramos do Conselho para a prosperidade,
mas também para a sustentabilidade, n6s precisamos de garantir que um mundo mais justo é um em que aqueles que
podem mais também contribuem com recursos proprios para que a Unido se possa desenvolver.

Acabando com Thomas Jefferson, devo dizer: os tempos mudam, as constitui¢des devem mudar com eles. O que ndo
pode mudar é a nossa forma de olhar para a vontade dos povos e, com ela, avancar.
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Sedn Kelly (PPE). — A Uachtardin, 1 think both President Costa and President Ursula emphasised how disenchanted we
are with the actions of the Trump Administration in picking basically on their friends and allies, but also, rightly so, said
we have a strong plan to counter, if necessary, and wisely not implementing that plan immediately, but allowing for a
few weeks to discuss matters with the US authorities, which makes sense. That’s the way mature people do business.

Also, I was very encouraged to hear both of them speak about new trade opportunities. As a member of the trade
committee for many years, we do have opportunities to grow free trade agreements with India, Indonesia, Australia and
many more, and that is sensible to diversify supplies.

Finally, if we are now forced, almost, to develop the single market more and complete the capital markets union, then
we can say maybe that Donald Trump actually has done us a favour by kick-starting action, which we should have
carried out long ago.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Maro$ Sefcovi¢, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, Mr President of the European Council, honourable
Members, first and foremost, thank you very much for the debate and all your interventions.

Let me first address the key questions related to the global trade, which have been very much present in your statements.
As we all know, the European Union is the biggest trader on this planet. But I would like to underline that this is not an
aim in itself. So let’s just recall that almost half of the European GDP and more than 30 million jobs depends on trade,
not only for exports or imports, but also for getting the right components, ingredients and critical raw materials to
make sure that our industry, our economy, our SMEs can produce, manufacture and generate value added here in
Europe. Therefore, in this unstable world, we must work hard to secure new market access and necessary supply for
our companies.

Since December, we've been very much focused on this and we delivered on Mercosur, Mexico and Switzerland. We
concluded a digital trade agreement with South Korea just two weeks ago, and we are working very hard to advance and
conclude our free trade negotiations with Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Philippines. And we welcome renewed
interest for FTA negotiations from Gulf countries. Tomorrow we will have another round of negotiations with my
partner with the Trade Minister of India, Piyush Goyal, to do our utmost to accelerate our talks and to conclude our
agreement this year, as proposed by European and Indian leaders.

To all those who still doubt the importance of free-trade agreements, I would just suggest to compare how our trade
patterns looked before and after these FTAs entered into force. And I can reassure you that all of them led to increase of
trade, reduction of barriers, new opportunities for our businesses. They simply delivered for European people.

The European Union, as you know, is a strong champion of multilateralism. We are strong supporters of free and fair
trade, and therefore we are naturally concerned about the current global trade debate about tendencies to erect new
tariff walls. And I can assure you that, clearly, a negotiated solution is a strong preference for European Union.
Therefore, we are in close contact with our American partners and we are pushing for the solution. But we are, of
course, very clear that if necessary, we also know how to build strong defence for our economy. And therefore, I really
wholeheartedly appreciate and would thank to all of you honourable Members who support our multifaceted strategy in
these very difficult times.

Madam Vedrenne, Mr Andriukaitis, Mr Kelly, just a few moments ago, Madam Zovko and leaders of most of the political
groups have been very clear on that and I very much appreciate it. I also heard loud and clear your calls to be in close
touch with the industries of Europe which are or will be most impacted by current global trade instability. We hear you
loud and clear and will definitely do so. We will reach out and will be working very closely with them.

To conclude, Madam President, I also would like to thank all of the honourable Members who supported this renewed
focus on unchaining the single market. 'm sure that Executive Vice-President Séjourné will come with concrete and bold
proposals very soon, and we are already looking forward to our close cooperation on this very important issue. I think
that we would all agree that it's high time to complete what Jacques Delors started.
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Anténio Costa, président en exercice du Conseil. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, Madame la Haute
Représentante, chers membres du Parlement européen, tout d’abord M. Gerbrandy a raison: il y a urgence. L'urgence
climatique n'a pas disparu, et donc il nous faut tenir sur nos objectifs: si on veut renforcer notre compétitivité, il faut
accélérer la transition énergétique, parce que ce n'est que grace a la transition énergétique que nous pourrons réduire
d'une fagon durable les cofits de I'énergie et offrir un cadre plus compétitif pour nos entreprises.

Nous le savons, la bureaucratie ne sauve pas la planéte. La bureaucratie ne fait qu'ajouter des difficultés, des barriéres et
des charges inutiles pour les citoyens et pour les entreprises. Par contre, il nous faut renforcer le cercle vertueux de
I'économie verte pour pouvoir renforcer la recherche, les compétences, I'investissement, les emplois de qualité et notre
compétitivité. Si I'on veut renforcer et développer notre souveraineté énergétique, il nous faut intensifier le mix des
renouvelables. On ne peut pas multiplier les barrieres administratives deés lors que I'on souhaite déployer des éoliennes
ou des panneaux solaires.

Pour étre franc, si I'on souhaite faire cesser la déforestation, combattre I'exploitation, l'esclavage et le travail des enfants,
il est plus efficace de multiplier les accords de commerce que de démultiplier des rapports tout a fait inutiles qui
étouffent la compétitivité de nos petites et moyennes entreprises.

La politique n’est donc pas seulement un dialogue entre les politiques, elle est surtout un dialogue avec les citoyens, les
entreprises, la société. Il nous faut écouter la société. Si I'on veut que le pacte vert perdure, il faut le dépolluer de la
bureaucratie inutile. Ca, c’est ce qu'on doit faire si on veut arriver a atteindre notre objectif de réduction de 55 % de nos
émissions carbone d'ici 2030 et assurer la neutralité en carbone pour 2050. Le Conseil européen soutient donc ferme-
ment les propositions de la Commission visant a éliminer la bureaucratie et a simplifier nos regles.

L’'Union européenne est depuis le début un projet de paix. Toutefois, la paix sans défense est une illusion. Il nous faut
donc renforcer notre défense. Aujourd’hui, il n’y a plus de désaccord et il ne fait a plus de doute que, entre ceux qui
estimaient qu'il faudrait renforcer le pilier européen et ceux qui voyaient dans ce renforcement du pilier européen une
fagon de nous distancier vis-a-vis des Etats-Unis, il n’y a plus de contradiction.

Je crois quiil est clair pour tous que, maintenant, la meilleure facon de défendre notre relation transatlantique, c’est
d'investir plus dans notre propre défense, ce qui veut dire non seulement investir plus, mais investir mieux, ensemble
et dans nos propres capacités. A ce titre, il est faux d’opposer I'investissement dans la défense a I'investissement dans la
protection et le développement de notre modele social. Au contraire, si 'on veut que notre société se mobilise pour
nous défendre, il faut protéger notre modele social. Cest pour cela qu'il est trés important que la Commission ait déja
pu présenter des propositions visant a gérer le pacte de stabilité de maniere plus intelligente et d’ajouter de nouvelles
ressources grace au programme SAFE.

Le débat sur ces questions est évidemment loin d'étre clos, et nous devons encore réfléchir sur le livre blanc afin de
pouvoir prendre de nouvelles décisions en juin, en juillet, et dans les mois ultérieurs, pour qu'on puisse effectivement
investir mieux et ensemble.

Senhora Presidente, gostava de ser claro. Investir na defesa ndo ¢ investir s6 nas grandes empresas. Investir na nossa
defesa é um contributo importante para a reindustrializagdo da Europa e em toda a sua cadeia de valor, mobilizando
também as pequenas e médias empresas, nio s6 nos grandes Estados-Membros, mas em todos os paises.

E é um conceito que é absolutamente fundamental comegarmos a assumir. A coesdo ¢ um objetivo tdo importante que,
para além de uma politica de coesdo, nés precisamos de ter a coesio em todas as politicas, e também na politica de
defesa, e também na politica industrial.

No fundo, ¢ aquilo que temos também na indistria automével. E verdade que as marcas sio alemds, francesas, italianas,
espanholas, mas a inddstria automével nio é francesa, italiana, alemd e espanhola. E uma inddstria verdadeiramente
europeia e ndo hd uma s6 viatura que circule na Europa que ndo seja produzida em virios paises europeus e que nio
tenha componentes produzidos em multiplos paises europeus.
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E aquilo que temos de fazer com a indistria da defesa é aquilo que fizemos também com a inddstria automével: a
capacidade de integrar e de mobilizar na cadeia de valor todas essas pequenas e médias empresas e, com isso, desenvol-
ver as nossas economias, criar empregos de maior qualidade, com saldrios mais justos, que permitam continuar a
progredir e a prosperar.

Enfin, un mot sur 'immigration. Oui, c’est vrai: pour mieux appréhender ces phénomenes humains ainis que les causes
profondes de la migration, il nous faut agir a I'extérieur. Cela passe peut-étre, stirement, par le retour de ceux qui sont
illégalement en Europe. Mais il faut surtout comprendre la situation de celles et ceux qui sont obligés de quitter leur
maison, leur famille et leur pays, en quéte de nouvelles chances, d'une nouvelle vie. Pour cela, nous devons ceuvrer en
faveur de la paix et promouvoir les droits de 'Thomme et le développement durable, non seulement a travers l'aide
humanitaire, mais aussi grice a des accords d’échange, afin de garantir un commerce juste entre les uns et les autres.

Il s'agit la d'une maniére puissante de contribuer au développement des pays de départ des migrants. Je suis convaincu
que si les pays de départ voient leur niveau de développement croitre, il y aura moins de migrations. Cest de cette
maniére que I'on doit regarder le monde, et c’est pour cela que vous avez raison: il convient d’investir beaucoup dans la
réforme du systéme multilatéral. Nous devons renforcer et réformer les institutions financieres internationales. Nous
devons contribuer concrétement au développement durable dans le monde entier afin de régler la question des migra-
tions.

La meilleure facon de combattre I'immigration illégale passera toujours par la mise en place des canaux légaux de
migration. Sans quoi nous aurons beau faire des discours, nous ne résoudrons jamais les problemes de maniere efficace.
Nos citoyens ne nous demandent pas des discours, mais des solutions effectives.

President. — The debate is closed and will go straight to the next one.

Written Statements (Rule 178)

Urmas Paet (Renew), kirjalikult. — Euroopa peab end kokku votma ja adekvaatselt iseenda kaitsesse panustama. On
inimlik hakata tegutsema alles siis, kui mingi suur jama juba kdes on, kuid Euroopa tervikuna peab olema targem ja
ettendgelikum ning mitte lihtsalt ootama uut katastroofi. Euroopa on voimeline palju rohkemaks. Selleks aga peavad
diplomaatia, kaitsevdime areng, arengukoostod ja rahvusvaheline kaubandus kdima iihte jalga. Lopuks tuleks loobuda
ithehdilsusest vilis- ja julgeolekupoliitika otsuste tegemisel, sest see kriisi ajal ei toimi. Eriti mis puudutab nditeks ini-
mdigusi ja sanktsioone. Ules tuleb ehitada tugevad ja toimivad suhted meie liitlastega Suurbritanniast ja Norrast Jaapani,
Korea ja Kanadani. Ebaausate riinnakute alla sattunud liikkmesriike, nagu praegu Taani, tuleb iihemdtteliselt toetada.
Euroopa on potentsiaalselt maailma tugevaim joud ja seejuures heatahtlik tugevaim joud. See potentsiaal tuleb 16puks
realiseerida. USA muutunud suhtumine Venemaa agressioonisdtta on vigagi problemaatiline. Katsed nduda Ukraina
liidritelt alistumist agressorriigile Venemaale tiksnes nn rahuleppe saavutamise nimel ei ole aktsepteeritavad. Kui saavu-
tatakse rahukokkulepe, mis austab Ukraina sdltumatust, suverddnsust ja territoriaalset terviklikkust, peavad sellega kaas-
nema Ukraina jaoks kindlad ja usaldusvdirsed julgeolekutagatised, mis aitaksid hoida tulevikus dra Venemaa agressiooni.

Bogdan Rzonica (ECR), na pismie. — W konkluzjach Rady Europejskiej z 20 marca stusznie podkre$lono znaczenie
odbudowy konkurencyjnosci gospodarki europejskiej. To krok we wiasciwym kierunku, ale dziatania musza by¢ szybkie,
zdecydowane i konkretne. Europa nie moze dluzej pozwala¢ sobie na regulacyjng nadaktywnos$¢, ktéra dlawi przedsie-
biorczo$¢ i inwestycje. Zielony tad, cho¢ powstal z mysla o przyszlosci, w obecnym ksztalcie stal si¢ cigzarem, nie tylko
dla przemystu, ale i dla obywateli. Wysokie ceny energii, skomplikowane procedury i ogromne koszty transformacji
ostabily nasza pozycje wobec globalnej konkurencji. Potrzebujemy nie kolejnych biurokratycznych rozwigzan, ale pro-
stoty, przewidywalnosci i przestrzeni do dzialania. Uproszczenie prawa, racjonalizacja celéw klimatycznych i ogranicze-
nie obcigzert administracyjnych to warunki niezbedne, by przywroci¢ Europie sile gospodarcza. Bez tego nie bedzie ani
dobrobytu, ani bezpieczefistwa. Wzywam Komisje i panstwa cztonkowskie do odwagi w rewizji dotychczasowego kursu.
Europa potrzebuje pragmatyzmu, a nie ideologii. Tylko wtedy bedzie mogla konkurowa¢ i rozwija si¢ w sposéb zréw-
nowazony i sprawiedliwy.
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3. BoenHuTe mpecThIUleHMs1 Ha Pycus B Ykpaiina: ma mogkpenmM YKpaiiHa M a2 OTCTOsIBaMe
CIIPaBe/IMBOCTTa (pa3uCcKBaHe)

President. — The next item is the debate on the statement by the Vice-President of the Commission | High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on Russia’s war crimes in Ukraine: standing with
Ukraine and upholding justice (2025/2635(RSP)).

I would like to inform members that there will be only one round of political group speakers for this debate. Therefore,
as per usual, there is no catch the eye procedure and no blue cards will be accepted.

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, three years ago yesterday, videos and photos
began to emerge showing the bodies of civilians scattered around Yablunska Street in the town of Bucha, Ukraine.
Children fleeing with their families. Locals shopping for groceries. People trying to get back home on their bicycles.

It was once the case from Bosnia to Sri Lanka, that a single photo or video could expose wartime atrocities in Bucha.
The evidence is overwhelming, from photos to phone records and decoded call signs used by commanders of Russian
radio channels. There is no denying it. We know exactly who the perpetrators are. With the technology we have at our
fingertips today, impunity for war crimes is frankly impossible, so long as we put the work in it. And that is what we
must do, because the number of possible crimes committed in this war is simply beyond belief.

The forcible transfer and deportation of Ukrainian children is one of the gravest crimes committed, an extreme violation
of human rights. But the impact on children at home in Ukraine is also devastating. According to Save the Children,
approximately 4 million school-aged children have experienced educational interruptions since the full scale war began.
Close to 4000 education institutions have been damaged. More than 10 % of the country’s education infrastructure has
been completely destroyed. Attacks on health facilities have endangered the lives of children, including those with
chronic diseases.

Birthrates in Ukraine have dropped by 30 % during this war. In fact, fertility rates in Ukraine are now amongst the
lowest in the world. Russia is destroying Ukraine’s present while denying the country its future. The European Union is
part of the International Coalition for the return of the Ukrainian Children. We will do all we can to return the children
to their families in Ukraine.

The EU has also imposed sanctions on more than 70 individuals responsible for the deportation and forced transfer of
children, as well as the re-education and militarisation of Ukrainian children.

Russia’s campaign against human life and dignity truly knows no limits. We also see this in the reports of enforced
disappearances, torture, extrajudicial executions, sexual violence against civilian detainees and prisoners of war by
Russian armed forces in occupied territories.

The EU will continue raising the cases at every opportunity, wherever we can, because no civilian detainee can be
forgotten. We must also continue to advocate for the protection of prisoners of war, and call on Russia to uphold its
long-standing international commitments under international humanitarian law. A just, comprehensive and lasting
peace, based on the UN Charter and the international law, must include the exchange of prisoners of war and release
of civilian detainees, along with the return of forcibly transferred and deported Ukrainian children. Every returnee must
be fully accounted for and integrated back to the Ukrainian society.

Honourable Members, the EU has supported Ukraine’s efforts on accountability and justice from day one, from evidence
collection through the case-building prosecution, preparing claims and reparations for victims. The EU is a firm sup-
porter of the International Criminal Court, which has issued six arrest warrants, including President Putin, Russia’s
Commissioner for children’s rights, Maria Lvova-Belova, former Russian defence minister and current secretary of the
Security Council of the Russian Federation, Sergei Shoigu and the general chief of staff, Valery Gerasimov.

Let us remember that the arrest warrants are only issued after gathering the required evidence. Most criminal cases,
around 170 000, have been opened now and will be investigated and prosecuted by Ukrainian authorities. This is why
the European Union is also supporting the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine. We are strengthening its capacity to
investigate and prosecute international crimes committed in Ukraine, including through civilian European Union advi-
sory mission. And for the specific crime of aggression, the EU is leading the work on the establishment of a special
tribunal. Legal experts recently finalised the technical negotiations for the tribunal. The Council of Europe will soon start
the process for political consideration of the documents to establish the tribunal, including its draft statute.
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The EU also supports the register of damages established under the auspices of the Council of Europe, and we are
actively working with international partners to set up a Claims Commission.

Honourable Members, with every life destroyed in Russia’s war against Ukraine, there is a family close by, a family that
lives on in pain, searching for a peace of mind. When this war is over and one day it will be, recovery will come not
from only a reconstruction of the buildings in Bucha, Bryanca, Bakhmut, Chasiv Yar, Donetsk or Mariupol, it will also
come in the pursuit of justice and accountability for the heinous crimes committed by Russia, because only justice will
give every Ukrainian family the peace of mind, they need to move on and rebuild their lives.

Sandra Kalniete, PPE grupas varda. — Cienita priekssédétaja, kolégi! Kops Krievijas agresijas sakuma 2022. gada Ukrainas
prokuratiira ir registréjusi vairak neka 150 000 kara noziegumu. Krievijas armija Isteno brutdlu kolonialu karu, grauj
pilsétas, skolas, slimnicas, nogalina civiliedzivotajus, soda ar navi karagtisteknus. Iekarotaji spidzina un izvaro pieaugusos
un bérnus.

Kara noziegumi, ko Krievija ir pastradajusi pret Ukrainas bérniem, ir neizsakami cietsirdigi. Vairak neka 5 miljoni bérnu
ir devusies béglu gaitas. Nogalinati ir 669 un ievainoti 1854 bérni. Vairak nekd 20 000 ir deportéti. Kremlis lielakos
bérnus ievieto paraudzinasanas nometnés un piespiedu karta registré Krievijas pilsoniba. Mazakos ar mainitu identitati
nodod adopcijai.

Ukraigiem ir zinami kara noziedznieku vardi, un starptautiskas sabiedribas pienakums ir saukt vainigos pie atbildibas.
Putinam un vina rokaspuisiem ir jaapzinas, ka kara noziegumiem nav noilguma. Nebasim naivi! Putina mérkis ir iznici-
nat Ukrainas valsti un ukrainu tautas identitati, sagrabt tas teritoriju un resursus, un tas nav mainijies. Krievija turpina
bombardét Ukrainas pilsétas un nogalinat civiliedzivotajus. Jauna 160 000 mobilizacijas pavéle apliecina, ka Kremlim
miers nav vajadzigs, ta ir izlik§anas. Miers ir vajadzigs mums, un visvairak taisnigs miers ir vajadzigs Ukrainai.

Mums ir janodrosina, lai miera ligums garanté Ukrainas suverenitati, teritoridlo vienotibu un brivibu izvéléties savu
nakotni. Ligumam janodrosina, ka Krievija vairs nespgj atsakt agresiju.

Thijs Reuten, on behalf of the S6D Group. — Madam President, High Representative, colleagues, on behalf of the S&D
Group, I thank you, High Representative, for your efforts to protect Ukraine’s interests, which align with Europe’s
security and shared destiny.

We have a shared common concern: the current US-led push for a ceasefire tramples upon vital principles on the
international rules-based order and on Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. Accountability for
Russian crimes should be central to such discussions. Yet, this is missing from the US statements.

Europe understands that without truth and justice — you just said it — there is a risk of history repeating itself. No justice
means no lasting peace and it will haunt us. We must expedite the tribunal for the crime of aggression, support the ICC
and its investigations, and back all efforts to preserve evidence and prosecute war crimes.

But for this to work in practice, we circle back to issues this Parliament has raised before. How can we ensure full EU
involvement to safeguard such principles?

And additionally, I'd like to hear your stance on proposals to enhance both the EU’s relevance and Ukraine’s negotiating
strength, expanding the sanctions, including on fertilisers, lowering the oil price cap and price and import caps on LNG,
strengthening measures against sanction circumvention, especially shadow fleet activity, ensuring complete alignment
between the existing and new US, UK and EU sanctions, realising equitable Member State spending to support Ukraine,
including rapid and crucial military aid, and last but not least, confiscate the frozen assets and let Ukraine use them.

Dear High Representative, no peace without justice and no peace without decisive European strength and solidarity for
Ukraine.
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Anders Vistisen, on behalf of the PfE Group. — Madam President, there is not any real doubt that Russia have committed
atrocities, war crimes and crimes against humanity during their occupation of Ukraine. The big question for this debate
should then be, how do we hold them responsible for that? And the fact of the matter, when we look throughout
history, is that we have not been able to prosecute war crimes unless there has been a military victory ahead of it.
Lots of war criminals all around the world have gotten away with atrocities simply because conflicts have ended with
their victory or with a frozen conflict of sorts.

So, therefore, I think it's all very good that we can sit in this room, debate the issue, and agree that it would be good if
all war criminals around the world were captured and kept responsible for their actions. but I think for this to matter
for the Ukrainians on the ground, we should instead use our time debating how we are going to end up in a situation
where that is possible. And at the moment, I don’t see any realistic prospects of Ukraine invading Moscow. And in that
sense, it becomes a little bit redundant to have this debate. So let’s focus on helping Ukraine with preserving what they
have instead of having lofty debates that will lead nowhere.

Michal Dworczyk, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Komisarz! Sposdb, w jaki traktowani sa przeby-
wajacy w niewoli Ukraifiscy jenicy wojenni i cywile, ktérzy bezprawnie pozbawieni zostali wolnosci i znajduja si¢ w
rosyjskich wiezieniach lub moze bardziej katowniach, jest bez watpienia zbrodnig wojenng oraz zbrodnig przeciw ludz-
kosci.

O znacznym wzroécie przypadkow tortur, gwattow i egzekucji oraz innych rosyjskich zbrodni informuje opublikowane
w tym miesigcu sprawozdanie Wysokiego Komisarza Narodéw Zjednoczonych do spraw Praw Czlowieka. Rosyjskie
zbrodnie dotykaja bez wyjatku wszystkie grupy spoleczne zwyklych obywateli, bez wzgledu na wiek i ple¢, przedstawi-
cieli wladzy, artystow i dziennikarzy. Niestety, rosyjskie bestialstwo dotyka réwniez ukrainskie dzieci, ktére uprowadzane
s3 i wywozone w glab Rosji.

Jako Parlament Europejski nie mozemy przej$¢ wobec tych informacji zdawkowo, poprzestajac tylko na pojedynczych
wystapieniach. Uwazam, ze temat jest tak wazny, iz powinien stal si¢ przedmiotem szerokiej debaty oraz przyjecia
stosownej rezolucji. Dlatego w imieniu ECR zwracam si¢ z apelem o wlaczenie go do agendy majowej sesji
Parlamentu Europejskiego.

Petras Austrevicius, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, Madam High Representative, dear colleagues, the
open war against sovereign Ukraine and Ukrainians, conceived and declared by the Russian leadership and waged by the
Russian military, is lasting 1133 days.

During this long nightmare, the crime of aggression and war crimes have taken the most brutal forms, from the
deportation of civilians and theft of children, to the torture and rape of civilians, the execution of prisoners of war,
the destruction of Ukraine’s civil infrastructure, and other incomprehensible crimes. Bucha itself became a symbol of
infinite cruelty.

We must say firmly that Russia will not escape a new Nuremberg Tribunal. This applies equally to the Russian political
leadership, which makes the decisions, and to the militaries, which carry out the criminal acts. The special tribunal must
take place regardless of any ceasefire or other negotiations. Impunity must be a thing of the past.

I hope the European Union will take a strong stance and will follow the principle that we have to name and punish the
perpetrators, protect the interests of victims and ensure a victory for humanity.

Villy Sevndal, for Verts/ ALE-Gruppen. — Fru formand! Ifelge FN har over 12 300 civile, heraf 650 bern, mistet livet, og
over 40 000 er blevet séret. Det er kun tal, kun statistik, og de reprasenterer senderrevede familier, bristede dremme og
en generation praget af traumer. Hvad, der sker i Ukraine, er en forferdelig forbrydelse begdet af et aggressivt og
uansvarligt russisk regime med en magtsyg Vladimir Putin.

Hver dag, hver time bliver ukrainske civile ofre for Putins aggressive ambitioner. Ruslands bomber og missiler rammer
ikke kun militeere mal, men hospitaler, skoler og boliger, der nu ligger i ruiner. Det er en skandsel for os alle sammen,
at det her far lov til at ske. Udover de civile tab sker der frygtelige forbrydelser begdet af russiske soldater pd ukrainsk
jord. Vilkarlige henrettelser, tortur, seksuelle overgreb, bortferelse af bern — det er ikke isolerede handelser, det er en
systematisk kampagne af terror rettet mod den ukrainske befolkning.
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Det er krigsforbrydelser af enorme dimensioner, og vi skal krave, at det opherer. Derfor til jer Kommission og kolleger:
Lad os gennemfere yderligere skridt, der svakker Rusland og styrker Ukraines selvstendighed og deres granser. Vi
kommer til at spille en sterre rolle i Ukraine, bide for at sikre Ukraine, men ogsa for at sende klar besked til Putin og
hans kriminelle regime. Europa ser, hvad der sker. Europa ved, hvad der sker, og vi vil ikke lade det gé ustraffet hen.

Martin Schirdewan, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prisidentin! Hohe Reprisentantin Kallas, die Weltpolitik
bewegt sich rasant und gibt uns kaum eine Atempause, und da wire es durchaus sehr willkommen gewesen, Sie hitten
in den letzten Monaten hier auch die eine oder andere Erklirung vor dem Europdischen Parlament gemacht.

Russlands volkerrechtswidriger Angriffskrieg halt unvermindert an und betrifft die ukrainische Zivilbevolkerung ebenso
wie die Infrastruktur des Landes. Wahrenddessen werden aber in Saudi-Arabien diplomatische Gespriche zwischen den
USA und Russland einerseits und den USA und der Ukraine andererseits gefithrt. Ich frage mich immer: Wo ist da
eigentlich die EU? Warum sitzen wir nicht, warum sitzen Sie nicht mit am Tisch? Es geht bei diesen Gesprichen um
einen Waffenstillstand im Schwarzen Meer und ein Ende der Angriffe auf die Energieinfrastruktur. Ich will ganz deutlich
sein: Jeder Schritt hin zu einem umfassenden Waffenstillstand in der Ukraine und einem dauerhaften und gerechten
Frieden muss von der EU unterstiitzt und mitgetragen werden. Diese Klarheit, Frau Hohe Reprisentantin, habe ich in
Threr Erklarung leider vermisst.

Putins Armee ist immer noch auf dem Vormarsch, und er scheint in dem US-amerikanischen Prisidenten einen Verbiin-
deten gefunden zu haben, der ihn zuriick auf die politische Bithne der Grofmachte holt. Die autoritire Neuaufteilung
der Welt schreitet rasant voran und in diesem Fall vor allem auf Kosten der Ukraine und auch auf Kosten der
Europdischen Union, die nicht einmal mit am Katzentisch sitzen darf, wihrend es um die Bedingungen der Beendigung
eines Krieges auf europdischem Boden geht. Das ist wirklich unfassbar.

Deshalb frage ich mich: Wo bleibt die europiische Initiative zur Beendigung dieses Krieges, damit auch die EU iiber die
europdische Friedensordnung zumindest mitverhandeln kann? Wo ist Thre Strategie, Frau Kallas, fiir eine Friedensord-
nung, die nicht mit Panzern und Drohnen und Jets beginnt und endet, sondern die das Volkerrecht und internationale
Institutionen schiitzt und stirkt? Fiir ein Europa, das seine Sicherheit auf wirtschaftlicher Stirke, internationaler Zusam-
menarbeit und der Glaubwiirdigkeit seiner Werte aufbaut. Das ist die Idee eines Europas, in dem die Diplomatie die
Waffe der Wahl ist und das seine Zukunft nicht ausschlieSlich durch einen Gewehrlauf sichert.

René Aust, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin! Wir trauern um die Opfer des Krieges, und wir verurteilen
den volkerrechtswidrigen Angriffskrieg und genauso die Kriegsverbrechen, die damit einhergehen. Unser Blick darf nicht
beim Heute stehen bleiben. Wir brauchen eine dauerhafte europdische Friedensstrategie jenseits des Ukrainekrieges. In
den letzten Wochen war immer ofter die Rede von einem grofen Krieg in vier, finf Jahren gegen Russland — ein
Albtraum, denn im Zeitalter der Nuklearwaffen ist der Krieg der Feind selbst. Darum braucht es jetzt einen Plan fiir
eine dauerhafte kiinftige Friedensordnung in Europa.

Erstens: Viele Staaten haben der NATO iiber Jahre Scheinarmeen gemeldet — auf dem Papier da, aber nicht einsatzbereit.
Diese Staaten miissen ihre bis 2020 gemeldeten Truppen tatsichlich einsatzbereit machen, aber nicht dariiber hinaus
aufriisten, wenn Russland im Gegenzug bereit ist, seine Truppenstirke nach dem Ende des Ukrainekrieges ebenfalls auf
das Niveau von 2020 zuriickzuftihren. So verhindern wir eine Riistungsspirale.

Zweitens: Europa muss unmissverstindlich klarstellen: Kein Millimeter eines EU-Mitgliedstaates darf in Frage gestellt
werden. Darum braucht es eine entmilitarisierte Zone auf russischem Staatsgebiet, insbesondere zum Schutz des Balti-
kums. Und auch eine klare Ansage an Russland: Wir lassen uns nicht unter Druck setzen, auch nicht durch nukleare
Drohgebirden im russischen Staatsfernsehen.

Drittens: Russland steckt in einer Kriegswirtschaft. Der Einstieg ist leicht in eine solche, der Ausstieg schwer. Europa
muss im Gegenzug zu einer entmilitarisierten Zone eine wirtschaftliche Perspektive aufzeigen: Ende der Sanktionen und
Wiederaufnahme der Import-Export-Bezichungen, nicht als Geschenk, sondern als Anreiz, aus der Aufriistung auszustei-
gen, auch um Russland iiberhaupt die Chance zu geben, aus der Kriegswirtschaft herauszukommen und nicht dauerhaft
auf Aufriistung angewiesen zu sein, um den wirtschaftlichen Zusammenbruch zu verhindern.
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1 000 Stunden umsonst zu verhandeln sind besser als eine einzige Minute aufeinander zu schieen. Wir haben die
Pflicht, jetzt jede diplomatische Initiative zu ergreifen, um den Frieden dauerhaft in Europa zu sichern.

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, I wish to thank the honourable Members for their interventions. There are a few comments that I
want to make. First, to MEP Reuten on, right now, what we are doing, the EU’s relevance in this process, we have many
things that are in our hands to make Ukraine stronger. Sanctions weaken Russia, but also giving Ukraine the aid that
they need, because the stronger they are on the battlefield, the stronger they are behind the negotiation table.

Then, on the comments about the accountability and that the debate should be wider, I also think that we should have a
debate about international law, because every time when we have had in history a really big international crisis, then we
have developed international law further. If you think about a the Second World War, then we actually agreed to have
the UN Charter, to have the United Nations, so that there wouldn't be any wars either in the future. The UN Charter, the
principles, are still standing and we need to defend them. That is very clear. But it is also clear that accountability for
crimes of aggression — that means leadership crime, when somebody decides to attack another country, and also the war
crimes that are stemming from the leadership crime — should be also more automatic. If these things are conducted,
then there is accountability for those crimes to prevent those crimes happening in the future.

On the ceasefire, of course we welcome the talks about the ceasefire and also, you know, the first steps on this, but
what really bothers me in this case is that the ceasefire talks are all about not attacking things. It's not about attacking
people. It’s not about attacking civilians. It's not about the killing to stop. And I think we have to be very firm on this.

So we have a plan. We are respecting the principles of international law, which also means the UN Charter, the territo-
rial integrity of a country, sovereignty and independence of a country. We are supporting that and, of course, what are
these tools in our hands? They are the tools of sanctions to put the pressure on Russia, which is the aggressor here, so
that they would stop this war. They are also not able to wage this war forever. We have to be on the side of Ukraine
here, because there is very clearly one aggressor, one victim.

Now, to the MEP who was talking about the nuclear threat, if presenting the nuclear threat works, then what we will see
in the world is more nuclear proliferation, because all those countries which are afraid of their neighbours will want to
have a nuclear weapon, because this is the only thing that protects them. And all those countries which have an appetite
for their neighbours’ territories will also want to have a nuclear weapon, because this is the only thing, by threatening to
use this weapon, that gets you what you want.

That's why I think the European Union is the credible, reliable partner in the world, which really has to stand for
international law to be applicable, because it is for all the countries in the world. It is for the peace and security of
the world. So that's why our response here, in Russia’s war against Ukraine, is very important. We have to stand firm,
and the EU must be unwavering in its commitment for accountability for all violations of international law committed
in connection with Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine.

Thank you again for this exchange of views.

President. — Thank you very much, High Representative Kallas, for those words. We will pause for a few moments
before the vote.

4. IlpomsaHa B THEBHUS peq

President. — Before that, I have one announcement.
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Pursuant to Rule 164(2), and with the agreement of the political groups, I would like to propose to the House to
postpone to the Thursday voting session the following vote that is currently scheduled for Wednesday: motions for
resolutions on energy-intensive industries.

(Parliament approved the request)

(The sitting was suspended at 11:54)

IN THE CHAIR: ESTEBAN GONZALEZ PONS

Vice-President

5. Bb300HOBsIBaHE Ha 3aceJaHUETO

(The sitting resumed at 12:01)

6. Bpeme 3a rmacysane
President. — The next item is the vote.

(For the results and other details concerning the vote: see minutes)

6.1. U3smenenue Ha mupextusu (EC) 2022/2464 u (EC) 2024/1760 no oTHouieHMe Ha ATHUTe,
OT KOMTO TbPXKABUTe YWIEHKM TPsiOBa a MpPHUIaraT HAKOM M3MUCKBaHMA 32 OTUMTAHE Ha
NPeNnpUATHATA BbB BPb3Ka C YCTOMYMBOCTTA U 32 TH/IKMMA IpuKa (IacyBaHe)

President. — The first vote is on the request by the EPP Group for the urgent procedure to amend Directives
(EU) 2022/2464 and (EU) 2024/1760 as regards the dates from which Member States are to apply certain corporate
sustainability reporting and due diligence requirements (see minutes, item 6.1).

I give the floor to Mr Tobé to speak in favour of the request for an urgent decision.
— Before the vote:

Tomas Tobé, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, colleagues, global instability is on the rise, and I would argue
that many European companies are falling behind.

We must start to act now. We need to strengthen our competitiveness. The Omnibus package is a first good step in the
right direction. This is not only about protecting jobs in Europe; it is to make sure that we again can have growth —
growth which is needed to secure that we have wealth in our continent.

The EPP Group calls on all constructive forces of this House to support the ’stop-the-clock’ proposal. Clarity and
breathing room are needed for our SMEs so they can grow and innovate. That is basically what is on the line in the
vote today.

So please vote 'yes’ and make sure that we can work together to make Europe competitive again.

Manon Aubry (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, qui, dans cette salle, peut affirmer que la priorité
des priorités, aujourd’hui, c’'est de casser les seuls textes de progres social et écologique qui ont été votés lors du
précédent mandat? Qui, dans cet hémicycle, peut sérieusement penser que le plus essentiel, aujourd’hui, c’est de jeter a
la poubelle des régulations qui empéchent les multinationales de massacrer les peuples et la planéte?
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Pour protéger I'environnement, pour améliorer la vie des gens, ce n'est jamais le moment. I faut toujours attendre,
remettre & plus tard, «on verra quand on aura le temps». Mais, quand il s'agit de déréguler, voila le PPE en grand
seigneur: «Surtout, vite, vite, vite! Il y a urgence pour faire des cadeaux aux grandes entreprises, encore et toujours
plus. 1l faut s’y mettre tout de suite, immédiatement, séance tenante, en procédure d’urgence!» — vous qui, d’habitude,
aimez tant les procédures d’évaluation de la Commission européenne pour faire perdre du temps.

La réalité, c'est que vous n'avez pas eu cette idée tout seuls, chers amis du PPE. Les grandes entreprises qui veulent
continuer a faire des profits sur I'exploitation des travailleurs et de la nature, ce sont elles qui 'ont suggéré, et c’est en
réalité a la demande de leurs lobbys que vous faites aujourd’hui cette demande de procédure d’urgence. Cest un véritable
scandale!

Par ailleurs, Monsieur Tobé, vous parlez de prévisions pour les grandes entreprises, mais ce texte a été adopté a la fin du
mandat précédent. Qu'est-ce quon va faire pendant ce mandat, ici, tous les députés européens? On va détricoter des
textes qui ont été adoptés par notre Parlement européen? A quoi bon siéger ici, alors, si cest pour défaire ce qui vient
d'étre adopté?

Jaimerais aujourd’hui que vous pensiez a toutes les victimes des crimes des multinationales et que vous leur disiez en
face que leur sort nest pas urgent. Allez dire, chers députés de droite et d’extréme droite qui vous apprétez a voter cette
procédure d’urgence, allez dire aux 100 000 personnes expropriées par Total en Ouganda et en Tanzanie qu'obtenir
réparation n'est pas urgent. Allez dire aux familles des 6 500 morts sur les chantiers de la Coupe du monde au Qatar
que faire payer les responsables n'est pas urgent. Allez dire aux esclaves ouighours exploités par Shein qu'arréter leur
supplice n'est pas urgent. Allez dire aux proches des 1 135 employés morts dans les décombres du Rana Plaza quaccé-
der a la justice nest pas urgent.

Alors oui, ce texte sur le devoir de vigilance dans le paquet Omnibus n'est pas le plus révolutionnaire, mais il a le mérite
d’exister. Nous I'avons arraché aprés cing ans de bataille face aux lobbys et nous sommes fiers que la gauche, unie dans
cet hémicycle, ait réussi a le défendre et a le faire voter, pour enfin mettre un terme a l'impunité des multinationales. Le
cynisme de ceux qui proposent cette procédure d’'urgence pour établir I'impunité totale des grands patrons qui ont du
sang sur les mains est une honte, et il vous rend directement complices.

Alors, chers collegues, a vous de prendre vos responsabilités. Ne permettez pas ce retour en arriére déshonorant et
défendez cet acquis essentiel pour les droits de 'homme!

President. — The request for an urgent decision is adopted.
The vote will be on Thursday, 3 April. The deadlines will be as follows:
— amendments: Wednesday, 2 April at 13:00;

— split and separate votes: Wednesday, 2 April at 19:00.

6.2. Vckane 3a cHeMaHe Ha uMyHMTeTa Ha flma HarboBa (A10-0029/2025 - Krzysztof
Smiszek) (rmacysane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Krzysztof Smiszek on the request for the waiver of the immunity of Jana
Nagyova (see minutes, item 6.2).

6.3. Uckane 3a cHemaHe Ha uMyHurtera Ha Ilerbp Buctpon (A10-0030/2025 - Dominik
Tarczyniski) (rmacyBane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Dominik Tarczynski on the request for waiver of the immunity of Petr
Bystron (see minutes, item 6.3).
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6.4. Vickane 3a cHeMaHe Ha MMyHMTeTa Ha Maueit Bonmmk (A10-0031/2025 - Mario Furore)
(rmacyBane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Mario Furore on the request for waiver of the immunity of Maciej Wasik
(see minutes, item 6.4).

6.5. Mckane 3a cHemaHe Ha uMyHurTeTa Ha Mapuym Kammucku (A10-0032/2025 - Mario
Furore) (rmacysane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Mario Furore on the request for waiver of the immunity of Mariusz
Kaminski (see minutes, item 6.5).

6.6. YactuuHo oOHOBABaHe Ha wieHoBeTe Ha CMeTHata mamata — Jlyuman Pomamkany
(A10-0039/2025 - Tomas Zdechovsky) (rmacyBane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Tomds Zdechovsky on the partial renewal of a member of the Court of
Auditors — Lucian Romascanu (see minutes, item 6.6).

6.7. OOma mnarpopMa 3a JAaHHN OTHOCHO XMMMKAQIIMTE 32 YCTAHOBSIBAHE HA PaMKa 33 MOHMTO-
PUHT M TepCHeKTUBM BbB Bpb3Ka ¢ xumukamure (A10-0018/2025 - Dimitris Tsiodras)
(rmacysane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Dimitris Tsiodras on the common data platform on chemicals, establis-
hing a monitoring and outlook framework for chemicals (see minutes, item 6.7).

— After the vote on the Commission proposal:

Dimitris Tsiodras, rapporteur. — Mr President, first of all, I would like to thank my colleagues for their vote. According
to Rule 60(4), I request the referral back for interinstitutional negotiations.

(Parliament approved the request for referral back to committee)

6.8. IIpexBbpiisiHe Ha HaYUHM M TEXHUUECKM 3aJauM Ha EBpomeiickaTa areHumsi o0 XMMMKAIH
(A10-0019/2025 - Dimitris Tsiodras) (rmacysaue)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Dimitris Tsiodras on re-attribution of scientific and technical tasks to the
European Chemicals Agency (see minutes, item 6.8).

— After the vote on the Commission proposal:

Dimitris Tsiodras, rapporteur. — Mr President, also according to Rule 60(4), I request a referral back for interinstitutional
negotiations.

(Parliament approved the request for referral back to committee)

6.9. IlpexBbpiisiHe HA HAyYHM M TEXHUYECKM 3a1a4y U NMOTOOPABAHETO HA CHTPYTHUYECTBOTO
Mexny areHuuute Ha Cblo3a B oGmacrra Ha xumukammre (A10-0020/2025 - Dimitris
Tsiodras) (rmacysane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Dimitris Tsiodras on re-attribution of scientific and technical tasks and
improving cooperation among Union agencies in the area of chemicals (see minutes, item 6.9).

— After the vote on the Commission proposal:
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Dimitris Tsiodras, rapporteur. — Mr President, also according to Rule 60(4), I request a referral back for interinstitutional
negotiations.

(Parliament approved the request for referral back to committee)

6.10. TpemocTaBsiHe Ha MaKpoQMHAHCOBA MOMOM[ Ha XalIeMMTCKOTO KpancTso Moppmammus
(A10-0038/2025 - Céline Imart) (rmacyBane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Céline Imart on macro-financial assistance to Jordan (see minutes,
item 6.10).

Before the vote, as the issue has not been discussed in plenary, I would like to give the floor to Commissioner McGrath.
— Before the vote:

Michael McGrath, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, the European Commission confirms its commitment to
transparency towards the European Parliament and the Council in the context of the macro-financial assistance (MFA)
operations.

Its proposal for MFA support to Jordan, COM/[2024/159, includes the provision under which the Commission shall
regularly inform the European Parliament and the Council of developments regarding the Union’s macro-financial assist-
ance, including disbursements thereof, and shall provide those institutions with the relevant documents in due time.

In relation to this, the Commission commits to regularly informing the European Parliament and the Council of the
following:

a) progress towards implementation of the economic policy conditions to be agreed in a memorandum of understan-
ding, which could include reforms addressing public finance, management and tax administration, governance and fight
against corruption, social and labour market policy, utility, energy sectors and business environment;

b) the fulfilment of relevant preconditions for disbursement, specifically of the political precondition whether Jordan
respects effective democratic mechanisms — including a multi-party parliamentary system and the rule of law — and
guarantees respect for human rights;

¢) the satisfactory implementation of an IMF programme.

The Commission will submit the relevant information notes to the European Parliament and the Council immediately
after the adoption of the Commission implementing decisions, releasing the instalments of the available MFA.

6.11. IlpenocraBsine Ha MakpoduHaHcoBa momoumy Ha ApaGcka penmy6nuka Erumer
(A10-0037/2025 - Céline Imart) (rmacyBane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Céline Imart on macro-financial assistance to Egypt (see minutes,
item 6.11).

As we did before, before we move to the vote, I would like to give the floor to Commissioner McGrath, because the
issue has not been discussed in plenary.

— Before the vote:

Michael McGrath, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, the European Commission confirms its commitment to
transparency towards the European Parliament and the Council in the context of macro-financial assistance (MFA)
operations.
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Its proposal for MFA support to Egypt, COM/2024/461, includes the provision under which the Commission shall
regularly inform the European Parliament and the Council of developments regarding the Union’s macro-financial assist-
ance, including disbursements thereof, and shall provide those institutions with the relevant documents in due time.

In relation to this, the Commission commits to regularly inform the European Parliament and the Council of the
following:

a) progress towards implementation of the economic policy conditions to be agreed in a memorandum of understan-
ding, which could include reforms addressing macroeconomic stability and resilience, the business environment and
competitiveness, and a green transition;

b) the fulfilment of relevant preconditions for disbursement, specifically, a positive assessment of concrete and credible
steps having been taken by Egypt towards respecting effective democratic mechanisms — including a multi-party parlia-
mentary system and the rule of law — and guaranteeing respect for human rights;

¢) the satisfactory implementation of an IMF programme.

The Commission will submit the relevant information notes to the European Parliament and the Council immediately
after the adoption of the Commission implementing decisions, releasing the instalments of the available MFA. To pro-
pose the MFA underpins the EU’s commitment to support Egypt’s substantive reform agenda and to help restore mac-
roeconomic stability in the country and, more broadly, resilience in the southern European neighbourhood in view of
Egypt’s crucial role in the region, building on the excellent relations between the EU and Egypt.

The Union’s macro-financial assistance package aims to support the restoration of a sustainable external financing
situation for Egypt, thereby supporting its economic and social development, promoting structural reforms aimed at
supporting sustainable and inclusive growth and employment creation, in line with the EU-Egypt Association Agreement
and the Strategic and Comprehensive Partnership.

— After the vote on the Commission proposal:

Céline Imart, rapporteure. — Monsieur le Président, conformément a larticle 60, quatriéme alinéa, du réglement intérieur
du Parlement européen, je vous demande de soumettre au vote le renvoi pour démarrer les négociations interinstitution-
nelles du rapport portant sur l'assistance macrofinanciere a I'Egypte.

(Parliament approved the request for referral back to committee)

6.12. JIOmbIHMTETHM MMTa BbPXY BHOCa Ha HSIKOM MPOIYKTH C mpom3xon or ChelmHeHuTe
amepukancku maru (A10-0034/2025 - Bernd Lange) (rnacyBane)

President. — The next vote is on the report by Bernd Lange on customs duties on imports of certain products origina-
ting in the USA (see minutes, item 6.12).

(The vote closed)

(The sitting was suspended at 12:27)
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IN THE CHAIR: SABINE VERHEYEN

Vice-President

7. Bb300HOBsIBaHE Ha 34CCHaHUETO

(The sitting resumed at 12:31)

8. 0]106pﬂBaHe Ha IPOTOKOJIa OT NPEIMIIHOTO 3acelaHue
President. — The minutes of yesterday’s sitting and the texts adopted are available.
Are they any comments? I see that is not the case.

The minutes are approved.

9. OBIIIC u OIICO (wren 36 JEC) (06uro pazucksaH)
President. — The next item is the joint debate on:

— the report by David McAllister, on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, on implementation of the common
foreign and security policy — annual report 2024 (2024/2080(INI)) (A10-0010/2025);

— the report by Nicolds Pascual de la Parte, on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, on implementation of the
common security and defence policy — annual report 2024 (2024/2082(INI)) (A10-0011/2025).

David McAllister, rapporteur. — Madam President, High Representative/Vice-President, ladies and gentlemen, dear collea-
gues, our Interinstitutional Agreement stipulates in part two, section G, paragraph 43, that each year, the Council
Presidency will consult the European Parliament on a forward-looking Council document, which will be transmitted by
15 June for the year in question, setting out the main aspects and basic choices of a common foreign and security

policy.

Since 2010, this task has been delegated to the HR/VP. Dear Kaja Kallas, welcome therefore, to your first debate on the
main aspects and the basic choices of our CFSP and the CSDP in plenary.

Dear colleagues, tomorrow at noon, we will hopefully adopt Parliament’s CFSP report, reacting to the assessment of the
former High Representative, and we do so amidst rapid and radical uncertainty. A world where authoritarian actors are
trying ever more aggressively to mark out their zones of influence through military might, political pressure, and
economic control.

Our report comprehensively analyses these shifting dynamics. In fact, with 1 019 amendments at the committee level,
and another 167 at the plenary level, the negotiation team was compelled to conduct an even more meticulous review
than initially expected. I would like to thank everyone who has been involved in this extraordinary task.

As a result, the text has expanded to, let me put it this way, unprecedented lengths. For those who actually take time to
unpack it, this CESP report is much more than a mere review of last year’s events. It also outlines a strategic direction
and sets clear expectations from our side for our executive. These expectations are structured along four distinct priori-
ties.
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First, addressing the consequences of the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine. Let me be very clear, any attempt to
blackmail Ukraine into surrendering for the sake of a peace deal will only empower the aggressor. Putin must not
achieve through negotiation what he failed to secure on the battlefield. In the coming weeks and months, we will
stand united together as steadfast partners of Ukraine. We will ensure Ukraine has the means to liberate its people and
deter further Russian aggression.

Second, resolving conflict and supporting peace in the Middle East. Our current strategy in the Middle East is obviously
not fit to account for the political realities of the region. The atrocious attacks committed by Hamas on 7 October set
the entire region on fire. An arc of instability has since settled from Khartoum to Baghdad, and Europe is not left
untouched.

Thirdly, asserting interests through strategic partnerships. Whether it be Mr Putin’s imperialism or the escalation in the
Middle East, all these developments significantly increase the pressure on the European Union to build alliances and to
mobilise partner countries, from our closest neighbours to those who are far away but need us most.

And finally, let’s not forget that we are, as a European Union, the undisputed world champion in development coopera-
tion. Yet, recent developments have highlighted the poor understanding of the EU’s perspective in some of our partner
countries around the world and this therefore limits our political influence. So it is time to act with confidence. Our
actions must speak as loudly as our words and they must be seen.

I look forward to an interesting debate this noon. Once again, I would like to thank the shadow rapporteurs and all
those involved behind the scenes for working on this extensive report.

Nicolds Pascual de la Parte, ponente. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Kallas, queridos amigos, me cabe el honor de pre-
sentar el informe de la politica comin de seguridad y defensa europea del afio 2024. Es un informe que, por su
naturaleza, es un poco especial. Primero, porque refleja no solamente las prioridades del Parlamento Europeo en estos
temas, sino también las de la Comisién y las del Servicio Europeo de Accién Exterior por ser el primer informe de esta
legislatura. Pero es que, ademds, es un informe de transicién, porque se recoge precisamente el reto geopolitico, el
cambio de paradigma que se estd produciendo en el mundo. Ante ese cambio de paradigma y ante esos nuevos retos,
la Unién Europea tiene que dar una respuesta a la altura de las circunstancias.

Este informe se centra en esta transicion de ser dependientes de otros a ser politicamente y estratégicamente auténomos.
Ha incorporado la inmensa mayorfa de las modificaciones de los distintos grupos politicos, pero al final hemos sido
capaces de presentar —gracias al trabajo de todos los servicios del Parlamento, de la Secretaria, de los ponentes alterna-
tivos y demds— un informe coherente y un informe centrado en las prioridades de las instituciones europeas y no
solamente del Parlamento Europeo.

¢Cudles son estas prioridades? La primera, que Europa, como digo, tiene que empezar a tomar las riendas de su futuro
en sus propias manos y ser capaz de defender su modelo de vida, sus valores, sus convicciones y sus principios ahora y
en el futuro. Para eso necesitamos tiempo. Y, aunque queramos crear la Europa de la defensa del futuro en los préximos
cuatro o cinco afios, necesitamos que los Estados Unidos de América estén con nosotros en la OTAN y fuera de la
OTAN para crear una disuasién creible con respecto a Rusia, para que a Putin no se le ocurran nuevos aventurerismos
militares de nuevo. Necesitamos crear una disuasién fuerte y, para eso, Europa necesita tiempo. En el mejor de los
escenarios, es decir, si tenemos la voluntad politica, movilizamos los recursos financieros necesarios y mostramos unidad
y determinacién para crear esa Europa de la defensa, necesitaremos como minimo cuatro o cinco afios. Por tanto,
hemos de ser conscientes de que necesitamos mientras tanto la asistencia y el apoyo de los Estados Unidos y de la
OTAN. No queremos hacer nada sin los estadounidenses, siempre y cuando quieran participar como nosotros. Pero
tenemos que dotarnos de esos medios y de esos recursos para defendernos en las crisis de nuestros vecindarios este,
sur y mas alla.

Evidentemente, hacemos también un repaso geogréfico de todos los conflictos en los cuales Europa tiene que tener una
posicién tnica, empezando por Ucrania. Ahf repetimos, como ha dicho antes mi amigo David, que nosotros apoyare-
mos financiera, politica y defensivamente a Ucrania todo el tiempo que sea necesario. Y aqui lo haremos incluso sin los
Estados Unidos de América. Hemos de estar al lado del pueblo y del Gobierno ucraniano tanto tiempo como nos
necesiten y, para eso, tenemos que articular los mecanismos financieros y politicos que lo permitan. Pero han de contar
siempre con nuestro apoyo, en tanto en cuanto estén defendiendo nuestra libertad, nuestra integridad territorial, nuestra
independencia y nuestro modelo de vida en el campo de batalla de Ucrania.
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En segundo lugar, nos pasamos al conflicto de Oriente Préximo, en el cual, tras la visita de la alta representante, se han
mandado los mensajes claros de que necesitamos proseguir y reanudar la tregua, de que la tregua negociada entre
Hamds e Israel no se puede romper, porque necesitamos todavia el intercambio de rehenes y de prisioneros, y de
mantener un espacio de paz y de didlogo que permita reanudar el didlogo politico para sentar en la mesa de negociacion
a Israel y a los palestinos para buscar un futuro que asegure a Israel la tranquilidad y la prosperidad y el futuro a los
palestinos. Y eso solamente se puede hacer dentro de la perspectiva de dos Estados viviendo back to back y en paz. Por
supuesto, hemos hecho también un repaso de otros conflictos: el de la Republica Democratica del Congo, el de los
uigures, el de Birmania. Pero hemos hecho especial hincapié, como digo, en estos dos grandes conflictos en Ucrania y en
Oriente Préximo.

En resumen, tenemos un informe a partir del cual podemos empezar a aplicar una agenda de implementacién de estas
conclusiones que, como insisto, ha intentado integrar no solamente las prioridades del Parlamento Europeo, sino tam-
bién de la Comisi6én y del Servicio Europeo de Accién Exterior. Estoy esperando con mucho deseo el debate a continua-
cién sobre esta propuesta.

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, the two reports which provide the basis for our
exchange today are comprehensive and an integral part of the European Union’s work on foreign policy. I want to thank
the rapporteurs, Mr McAllister and Mr Pascual de la Parte and every Member who contributed to these reports.

You have not only looked in depth at what we have already done on foreign policy, but also looked where we could go.
And I think this is extremely important. I'm very grateful for your important insight in this regard.

As this is the first time I'm here to discuss this annual reporting by the European Parliament, let me start with a promise
— a promise with the support of the European External Action Service to make the best use of the foreign policy
toolbox at our disposal and to continue defending the rules-based international order, including on a multilateral level.

This year will be a big year of multilateralism, with the EU-African Union summit and the summit with the Latin
American and Caribbean states. But there are three clear challenges that dominate our agenda, which the rapporteurs
also pointed out: first, our own security and defence; second, Ukraine and third, the Middle East.

On the first, Europe must take greater responsibility for our own defence. We have done a lot to boost European
defence in 2024. However, more work lies ahead in 2025. The white paper on defence — Readiness 2030 — sets out
what the European Union can do, including freeing up EUR 800 billion for defence, pooling resources for joint defence
projects and working closer with our partners.

The same goes for preparedness. Our new preparedness strategy paves the way for a more resilient Union to face the
widest range of crises and threats against our territory and interests. And I count on the European Parliament to
contribute to turning these plans and strategies into concrete action. Like my colleague Commissioner Kubilius likes to
say, it’s all about 'implementation, implementation, implementation’. This includes supporting the necessary financing to
get the job done.

With regards to Ukraine, from the earliest days of Russia’s full scale war of aggression, the European Union has stood
shoulder to shoulder with Ukraine. We have provided EUR 138 billion, including close to EUR 50 billion of military
assistance. We have trained more than 72 000 Ukrainian soldiers through the EU Military Assistance Mission to
Ukraine.

Our civilian mission, EUAM, has continued to support Ukraine’s security, helped to stabilise liberated areas and strengt-
hen accountability for war crimes. We have recently adopted the 16th package of sanctions to put more pressure on
Russia. We are now discussing the 17th package and there is already a clear consensus: we need this.

Yesterday marked three weeks since Ukraine agreed to an immediate a 30-day ceasefire. Since then, Putin has stalled,
obstructed and evaded efforts for peace. Ukraine has shown it wants peace, but Moscow is not negotiating in good faith.
We need to keep supporting Ukraine as much as we can to strengthen their hand at the negotiation table when the time
comes.
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European leaders have decided to urgently step up efforts to address Ukraine’s pressing military needs. I've proposed a
way to make that happen: two million rounds of ammunition worth EUR 5 billion. This is also what President Zelensky
asked for. We are adamant that no agreement on Ukraine’s fate and Europe’s security will work without Europe or
Ukraine at the table.

In the Middle East, the situation is very grave. Now we must be doing everything to stop this spiral of violence. As I
underlined to every interlocutor during my recent visit to the region, the EU’s priority is permanent ceasefire and a
hostage release deal and the resumption of humanitarian aid and deliveries into Gaza.

We will discuss this in more detail later, but the EU’s positive contribution is already very clear. Since October 2023, we
have provided over EUR 1 billion for Palestine and UNWRA, both through our humanitarian assistance and through our
support to the Palestinian Authority. During the temporary ceasefire, our Border Assistance Mission in Rafah has helped
more than 4 000 people across the border, including more than 1 600 requiring medical attention. I regret that this has
been stopped now.

We are also committed to raising our concerns at the highest level. Last month, I chaired a frank EU-Israel Association
Council. This month we will hold a high-level dialogue with the Palestinian Authority. Diplomatic work must continue.
This is why we have also increased our political engagement to sustain the ceasefire agreement between Lebanon and
Israel. We have also increased our humanitarian assistance and, in December 2024, our financial support through the
European Peace Facility to the Lebanese Armed Forces in the sum of EUR 60 million.

In Syria, where hope is hanging by a thread, we have suspended some sectorial sanctions to give a boost to Syria’s
nascent economy. We also organised the 9th Brussels Conference on Syria, raising EUR 5.8 billion to support the Syrian
people. Work now continues towards the Syrian-led and Syrian-owned inclusive transition process.

These two examples show that the EU can be a relevant security provider across multiple crises in parallel. But none of
this important work would be possible without our network of EU delegations around the world. As MEPs, you witness
the value added by our delegations firsthand when you go on missions in the field. In the current geopolitical context,
I'm committed to strengthening our network of delegations and making them as efficient as possible and as modern as
possible, because in times like these, the world needs more Europe, not less.

I count on your support in this crucial exercise, including through securing adequate budget for the remainder of the
current MFF and also the next one. These discussions will be very hard.

I also believe that none of the EU’s progress on foreign policy would be possible without the European Parliament and
the work you do through parliamentary democracy. This is also a key component of our foreign policy. So, thank you,
dear Members of the European Parliament, for all the work you do. Thank you for the exchange and I'm also looking
forward to hearing your views.

Michael Gahler, im Namen der PPE-Fraktion. — Frau Prasidentin, Hohe Beauftragte, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Es ist
gut, dass wir eine verbundene Debatte zur AufSen-, Sicherheits- und Verteidigungspolitik haben, denn wir sind in einer
Weltlage, die wir seit Ende des Zweiten Weltkrieges so nicht erlebt haben — auch gerade als Europder. Und deswegen ist
es so wichtig, dass wir nicht nur hier im Europdischen Parlament zusammenstehen, bei den groen Mainstream-Fraktio-
nen mit groer Mehrheit die Politik unterstiitzen, die unsere Kommission, die der Rat betreibt gegeniiber der Ukraine,
sondern auch bei den anderen Fragen.

Deswegen ist es wichtig, dass wir hier auch die Mafnahmen weiterhin unterstiitzen, die langfristig angelegt sind — das
eine geht in Richtung Sicherheit und Verteidigung, was wir dort debattieren, und das andere in der Tat im Hinblick auf
die Ukraine. Und deswegen sollten wir auch das ansprechen, was hier an Storfeuer funktioniert oder versucht zu instru-
mentalisieren und zu aktualisieren in der Art und Weise, wie man hier blockiert. Und da miissen wir den Namen auch
nennen: Da ist es leider Ungarn, was hier sowohl die Peace Facility blockiert in der Auszahlung, aber auch den Beginn des
ersten Clusters der Verhandlungen mit der Ukraine.
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Und da sage ich ganz deutlich: Der ungarische Ministerprasident dient nicht der ungarischen Minderheit in der Ukraine,
wenn das Ergebnis wire, dass diese Menschen wieder unter russische Kontrolle kimen. Es ist eine Schande, wie sich
diese Regierung hier verhilt. Und ich bin auch iberzeugt, dass die Mehrheit der Ungarn diesen unverantwortlichen Kurs
nicht unterstiitzen. Wir werden Mittel und Wege finden, um hier dafiir zu sorgen, dass diese Politik keine Blockade auf
die Dauer bewerkstelligen kann.

Sven Mikser, on behalf of the SED Group. — Madam President, High Representative, colleagues, Europe’s security situation
obviously is extremely serious. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has brought large-scale conventional war back to our
continent and its outcome, if negative, threatens to overthrow the international rules-based order altogether.

Certain first steps by the Trump administration in the US have further exacerbated this already dire situation and, in this
situation, Europe will have to emerge as an anchor of stability in our immediate neighbourhood as well as a defender of
the rules-based order globally. For this to happen, two things are needed.

First, the EU will have to unwaveringly support and uphold international law, support the inviolability of international
borders, sovereignty and territorial integrity of states, but also accountability for war crimes and crimes against huma-
nity everywhere, from Russia to Palestine.

Secondly, we have to back up our principal positions by real capabilities. That involves real money. On the level of
Member States, we simply have to get rid of these huge discrepancies when it comes to defence spending and the
military support for Ukraine. On the EU level, it means providing adequate budgetary means for all the noble instru-
ments we have created for supporting our industries and filling the existing capability gaps. And obviously, real money
is also needed if we want to fill some most critical gaps left by the US withdrawal from the international cooperation.

Finally, we need to take a holistic approach to security, making sure that while we rightly focus on external threats, we
do not leave our own societies more vulnerable to rising illiberal and populist sentiment on our continent.

Kinga Gdl, a PfE képviselGcsoport nevében. — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! ljesztd, hogy az EU egyfajta hdbords pszichézist
propagél. Ebben a szellemben sziiletett a kozos kiil- és biztonsagpolitikdrdl sz6l6 éves jelentés is, ami igencsak elfogult
szovegnek sikeriilt. Ha ezzel a kiilpolitikai stratégidval haladunk el6re, akkor nem csoda, hogy az Unié magdra marad az
4j geopolitikai er6térben. Az uniénak a pdnikkeltés helyett sokkal inkdbb a béketeremtd diplomdcia és az eurdpai

2 2

védelempolitika megerdsitésén, valamint a polgdrok felé kozvetitett intézményi hitelesség kiépitésén kellene dolgoznia.

Az Eurdpai Bizottsdg eszkaldcis narrativat gyart. Legdjabb készenléti stratégia javaslata, hogy az eurdpai polgdrok
halmozzanak fel 72 6rdra elegendd vészhelyzeti tartalékot, félelmet kelt, azt az tizenetet kozvetiti, hogy a hdbort eszka-
lalodik, a katasztrofa barmikor bekovetkezhet, folyamatos veszélyérzetet keltve. Pedig az EU-ban nincs habord, és remé-
ljtik, nem is lesz.

Az Unibnak el kellene ismernie az amerikai vezetés tiizsziinet és béke irdnydba tett eréfeszitéseit, hogy véget érjen végre
a pusztitds Ukrajndban. Eurdpdnak a béke hangjin kell szdlnia, hiszen békeprojektként jott létre, nem mikodhet katali-
zatorként haboruas gépezetben.

A jelentés elfogadhatatlan nyomdst gyakorol Magyarorszagra, amiért nem tdmogatjuk a fegyverszéllitist Ukrajndba. A
szoveg tdmadja a miniszterelnok békemisszijat, holott azéta szdémos akkori kijelentése beigazolédott. Oszintén kéne
beszélni arrdl is, hogy mivel jar a valasztoknak, az eurdpai polgdrok szdmdra a csatlakozdsa Ukrajndnak a mezdgazda-
sdg, a biztonsdg, a munkaerdpiac terén?

Adam Bielan, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, dear High Representative, both reports rightly acknow-
ledge the increasingly dangerous strategic environment Europe faces today.

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine continues. New hybrid threats are emerging and our neighbourhood remains volatile.
In this context, the European Union must be firm, united and realistic in how it responds.
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This year's CFSP and CSDP reports reflect many of my group’s priorities. They strongly condemn Russia’s war of
aggression and express unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and Euro-Atlantic future, and adopt a firm stance
on Iran’s destabilising actions.

We also welcome the clear recognition of NATO as the cornerstone of European security, and the emphasis of on
strengthening transatlantic cooperation. We particularly support the call to reinforce EU-NATO coordination, improve
military mobility, particularly in frontline states like Poland, and bolster hybrid defence while encouraging defence
spending above 2 % of GDP.

However, there are serious concerns. Once again, we see proposals to abandon unanimity in foreign defence policy. We
firmly believe that these decisions must remain in the hands of sovereign Member States, not be centralised in Brussels.
We also caution against the push for a fully-fledged defence union and the vague propulsion of strategic autonomy,
which risks duplicating NATO structures and distracting us from our most important ally, the United States.

And that is why we cannot support these reports. European security must be based on responsibility, strong NATO
cooperation and clear strategic vision.

Urmas Paet, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, dear High Representative Kaja Kallas, we have Russian
war against Ukraine, hybrid war against Europe, strong turbulence in the relations between traditional allies. What else
needs to happen for Europe to finally put itself together and to contribute adequately to its own defence, to the
realisation of its international potential and to the development of its own economic space?

It is human to start acting only when some big mess is already in the offing. But Europe as a whole must be wiser, have
more foresight and not simply wait for another catastrophe. Europe is capable of much more. But for this to happen,
diplomacy, defence capability, development cooperation and international trade must all go hand in hand.

We must finally abandon the demand for consensus in foreign and security policy, because it does not work in times of
crisis. We must build strong and functioning relations with our allies from Great Britain and Norway to Japan, Korea,
Canada and others. Member States that have come under unfair political attacks, such as Denmark, must be strongly
supported.

Europe is potentially the strongest power in the world and at the same time the kindest power.

Marc Botenga, on behalf of The Left Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, High Representative, first of all, you're
the minister of foreign affairs — a little bit — of the European Union. You know that the International Criminal Court
asked for the arrest of Israeli leaders, yet you go to Israel and your first words are: 'We are very good partners.’

Ms High Representative, what 'very good partners’? In crime, in genocide, in ethnic cleansing? These words are a shame
for the European Union. They should never be uttered again.

Ensuite, soyons clairs: ici, avec I'Union européenne, nous sommes en train de créer un monde plus dangereux. Pourquoi?
Parce que nos actes ne suivent pas nos paroles.

Nous parlons souvent des droits des enfants, mais comment en parler quand, en méme temps, nous soutenons Israél,
qui kidnappe chaque année des centaines d’enfants palestiniens? Comment parler de démocratie quand nous n’avons pas
un mot de critique par rapport a une élection présidentielle au Rwanda qui voit le président se faire élire avec plus
de 99 % des voix? Comment parler de justice quand nous nous taisons sur 'Arabie saoudite, qui exécute des centaines
de prisonniers? Comment parler de souveraineté quand nous n'osons pas dénoncer l'illégalité de la présence américaine
en Syrie, pas plus que lillégalité de la présence israélienne au Liban et en Syrie? Comment, enfin, parler de paix quand
nos pays ont eux-mémes envahi de nombreux pays africains ou arabes?

Nous parlons d'un monde fondé sur des régles, mais en réalité nous sommes en train de saper tout le droit international,
ce qui, non content d’étre absolument inacceptable, est dangereux pour nos citoyens. En effet, comment pouvons-nous
demander aux autres pays de respecter les regles quand nous-mémes nous les violons ou acceptons leur violation par
nos alliés, parce que, tout compte fait, ils garantissent des profits a nos multinationales?
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C'est inacceptable! L'Union européenne a besoin de fondamentalement changer de politique étrangére pour une politique
de paix et de justice dans le monde.

Cranucnas CrosiHOB, om umemo Ha zpynama ESN. — T-xxo Ilpencenaren, BuausTa 3a eBporneiickaTa BbHIIHA MOMMTUKA, MPeN-
craBeHa B fgoknana 3a 2024 r., e norpemHa. Ts e octapsiia, HeOanaHCMpaHa M HeCBbP3aHA C MHTEPECHTE HA IPaXIaHUTe Ha
EBpomnerickus Cbio3.

[lokrarsT HM BpblIA BbB BpeMeHara Ha CTymeHara BOVHA, KOTaTo KaTo IpeHeOpersa CIOXHATA [EONONMTHYECKA NMHAMMKA Ha
ChBpeMeHHIMSL CBAT, obceGerocTra or Pycust v Kurait mogxpaHsa HeHy:KHA eCKalalusi, M3MeCTBAiKM (QOKyca M pecypcute OT
KM3HEHOBAXKHI BBIPOCH KATO MKOHOMIMYECKATA CTAOMITHOCT U eHepruitHata curypHoct. Toil M3MCKBa HEOrpaHMUYeHA BOCHHA MOf-
Kpena 3a YKpailHa, IbpxKaBa u3BbH EBporeiickus cbio3 u m3ssH HATO, Kato chlueBpeMeHHO IpeHebpersa GpeMeTo BbPXY eBpo-
nejickuTe maHbKommariy. Ome MO-JoWo, TOKITATbT TIacka EBponeiickus chio3 KbM ponsTa Ha 1obarneH MOMMIAl, Ipy30BaBaiiky
3a Hameca B PErMOHM KaTo TUXMAT OKeaH.

Hue orxebprssme To3u moaxof. EBpomeiickusit cbio3 TpsiOBa Ha [ame NPMOPUTET HA NMPArMaTMYHOTO CHTPYOHMYECTBO, a He HA
nomsipusanpsita. Chro3sT TpsiGBa Ha 3alimMTaBa AMIVIOMALMATA, a He eckajaumsra u GeskpaitHarta BoilHa. EBpomeiickusr cbio3 e
Ch3[laleH KaTo MpPOEKT 3a Mup. BpeMe e BbHIIHATAa My NONMTMKA [Ia OTPa3y TOBA.

Rasa Jukneviciené (PPE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, populists are manipulating peace and saying that the EU
should not take on defence issues. On the contrary, precisely to bring lasting peace to the European continent, we need
a strong European defence while maintaining the transatlantic bond.

The democratic world is much stronger than Putin’s Russia. We could have already won if the aid to Ukraine had been
sufficient when the Ukrainians pushed the Russians out of Kherson and Kharkiv, but then there was a fear of Putin’s
blackmail and fear to defeat Putin.

Now, Trump has fragmented the power of democracies, and we have a much more complicated situation.

What do we need? First, common threat perception in Member States. Second, solidarity and trust — first of all, the
ability to implement ReArm EU in solidarity and help Ukraine with this instrument. Third, geopolitical thinking. Despite
being from the Baltics, I would like to particularly emphasise the importance of the Black Sea region for European
security. Fourth, the ability to include non-EU countries in the defence format: Great Britain, Norway, Canada, Tiirkiye.

Putin helped the EU understand the importance of security. Maybe Trump will help the EU regain self-confidence to
create a strong European defence for peace.

Tobias Cremer (S&D). — Madam President, dear colleagues, we have to be crystal clear. Europe is facing today the
greatest geopolitical challenge in a generation. According to the latest assessment of Germany’s security services, Russia
will be in a position to attack NATO and EU territory by the end of this decade. I myself received this latest report
during a trip to Washington DC last week, and while the tone of the discussions was friendlier, it was no less sobering
in terms of content.

For the first time in 80 years, we have to confront this threat without the certainty of America doing the heavy lifting
for us. And this new reality of Russian aggression and American retreat requires a fundamental reassessment of our
strategic priorities. This is the aim of the CSDP, but this report is also the chance to develop a positive and forward
looking strategic vision of the Europe we want to live in, in the Europe we want to defend. Because here in Europe,
security has never been just about military strength. Our security is built on social cohesion, economic fairness and
solidarity between Member States just as much as it is built on military progress. This is the foundation of our resilience
and the true source of our soft power. And that's why defence spending must always go hand in hand with investment
in infrastructure, competitiveness and the social fabric of our societies.

Colleagues, at this geopolitical turning point, Europeans rightly expect their governments and the EU to protect their
physical safety, but they also expect us to invest in a future that is worth defending.
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Antoénio Tanger Corréa (PfE). — Madam President, High Representative, dear colleagues, well, as the shadow rappor-
teur for the Patriots for Europe, I feel compelled to express a fundamental concern. This is not a political disagreement,
but a procedural and democratic failure.

Every single amendment, Mr McAllister, that I proposed was rejected without debate, without engagement. Not because
they were extreme, but because they came from the wrong family. I hope it is not nothing personal against me, of
course.

So, I give you some examples. The persecution of Christians all over the world, which is probably the group more
persecuted these days. The Balkans who live a very sensitive situation right now, mainly in Bosnia, where the
Islamisation is in full process. EU funds and human rights violations, I mean, demanding EU funding must never
support regimes or organisations to violate basic freedoms and that’s not what's happening.

So, this has been a report with a lack of democracy, a lack of participation from everybody. Mr McAllister, you are not
marginalising me. You are marginalising millions of European citizens who voted for us, for the parties who composed
the Patriots for Europe in this Parliament. This Parliament is supposed to be the House of democracy, and my person,
the votes on me are the same as the votes on anybody else in this House.

Alberico Gambino (ECR). — Signora Presidente, signora Alta rappresentante, onorevoli colleghi, questa relazione ci
impone una riflessione: vogliamo un’Europa forte o solo piti burocratica?

La cooperazione ¢ necessaria, ma non puo sacrificare la sovranita degli Stati membri. L'accordo con I'Albania, ad esem-
pio, sui rimpatri & qualcosa di concreto; contrastare 'immigrazione illegale si pud, servono coraggio e pragmatismo. La
Commissione ha confermato che ¢ pienamente conforme al diritto dell'Unione. Basta ideologie, servono soluzioni conc-
rete.

Sostenere I'Ucraina ¢ doveroso ma non dimentichiamo l'obiettivo: costruire una pace giusta e duratura, non alimentare
un conflitto senza fine.

E basta con lillusione di un’Europa alternativa alla NATO, o in contrapposizione agli Stati Uniti: I'Occidente si difende
insieme, con equilibrio e una visione comune.

L’Europa torni ad essere protagonista senza complessi, € senza rinunciare alla propria identita.

Bart Groothuis (Renew). — Madam President, colleagues, dear Vice-President/High Representative, the biggest victim of
the past months of Trump being in office is, of course, Russia.

For the past 108 years, generations of Russians have been told that everything wrong in Russian society is to blame on
the United States. It’s the fault of the Americans. But now that Russia has gloriously won the second Cold War and
increasingly has an ally in Washington, Russia needs a new enemy. And you and I, dear Commissioner, know what
enemy that's going to be. It will be Europe.

So we need to rebuild deterrence comparable to NATO’s deterrence in the 1980s, re-arm Europe, not individually but
collectively with the friends we have in Norway, the United Kingdom and even Canada.

But what is not yet in today’s reports, and what should be, is the acknowledgement that the United States also competed
with Russia in Africa, in the Global South, between its intelligence services, in space, on military bases, etc. Europe
should now take on that effort too or the autocratic order will grow.

So I urge you to vote in favour of the defence report I had the honour of co-negotiating, but this is merely the
beginning.

Hannah Neumann (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, colleagues, what a time to shape European foreign policy. Russia
and China are launching one hybrid attack after another on the one side, the US Government preoccupied with weake-
ning us through trade wars and bullying on the other — both trying to tear European unity apart. And here we stand
between a rock and a hard place, or we finally wake up and become a power of our own.
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We hold all the cards, dear colleagues: the people, the money, the skills. We are seen as the reliable, the predictable
partners. So many governments, so many individuals are waiting for us to rise to the challenge. So let us stand united —
united in our commitment to the values this Union is built upon: democracy, international law and the burning desire
for freedom.

But what credibility do we have if we only help the most vulnerable when their governments accept forced returns?
When the same people that demand the ICC to act more forcefully against Putin attack it over its arrest warrants against
Netanyahu? When the Commission deepens security cooperation with Tiirkiye while Erdogan jails his main opponent?

Like many, dear colleagues, I am ready to defend this Union with weapons if need be. Not the territorial notion, but the
vision of its founding fathers and mothers, the values enshrined in the first articles of the Lisbon Treaty: freedom,
justice, democracy.

Dear colleagues, let’s not lose sight of what we are here to protect in the days, weeks and years to come.

Ozlem Demirel (The Left). — Frau Prisidentin! Es war die europiische Geschichte, die uns lehrte, was Krieg bedeutet.
Unser kollektives Gedichtnis lehrte uns, dass der Weg zu Sicherheit und Frieden gegenseitige Abriistung, Entspannungs-
politik und Diplomatie ist. Die EU nannte sich mal eine Diplomatiemacht, doch das Wort Diplomatie erscheint nur noch
beildufig.

Kollegen, Sie reden nur noch von Aufriistung und Kriegstiichtigkeit — auch der Bericht tiber die Gemeinsame Auflen-
und Sicherheitspolitik folgt dieser Logik. Fiir Waffenschmieden und den Krieg mobilisieren Sie in einem rasanten Tempo
Milliarden, wihrend bei der Armutsbekdmpfung, fiir Umweltschutz oder die Daseinsvorsorge vorgeblich kein Geld da ist.
Sie sagen, zum Schutze der Demokratie miisse man aufriisten, doch im Zuge der weltweiten Aufriistung geraten liberale
Freiheiten immer weiter unter Druck. Autokraten bleiben IThre Premiumpartner, solange sie Ihren geopolitischen
Interessen entsprechen, Thnen ihre Markte 6ffnen und Ressourcen zuginglich machen.

Diese Doppelmoral schadet — so verlieren Sie nicht nur Glaubwiirdigkeit im Ausland, sondern auch hier. Einhergehend
mit dem Militarismus erstarkt auch der Rechtspopulismus und Nationalismus — eine fatale Entwicklung. Militarismus ist
auch schddlich fir das Klima. Jetzt wollen Sie auch im Raumfahrtprogramm der EU militarisieren. An Universititen
wollen Sie jetzt quasi Forschungseinrichtungen fiir Kriegsfihigkeit schaffen.

Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, wir verteidigen die Lehren, unser kollektives Gedachtnis. Wir sagen Nein zu diesem
total falschen Kurs der EU. Wir brauchen Frieden und Diplomatie, nicht Kriegstiichtigkeit.

Marcin Sypniewski (ESN). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Mozna dostrzec powtérke z historii. Cesarstwo Rzymskie upadto
przez kryzys moralny, ekonomiczny i inwazje barbarzyncéw. I dzisiaj Europa popelnia te same bledy. Europa jest
zagrozona, bo przez lata wierzylismy w koniec historii i wyzszo§¢ naszego modelu. Porzuciliémy realng polityke, roz-
broilismy si¢ i otworzyliémy drzwi dla masowej migracji. I ta migracja dzisiaj rozsadza nasza cywilizacje od $rodka.
Dlatego ochrona granic to jest najwyzszy priorytet. Méwimy tutaj o granicach zewnetrznych Unii Europejskiej, a przede
wszystkim, z mojej perspektywy, o zaporze skutecznej, realnej zaporze na wschodzie.

Wsparcie w tym zakresie Polski to jest interes Unii Europejskiej. Jest to konieczno$¢ wobec hybrydowych atakéw
Lukaszenki i Putina na nasz kraj, a tym samym na Uni¢ Europejskg. Sami pod soba kopiemy dotki. Musimy wzmacnia¢
nasz przemyst, bezpieczefistwo energetyczne, porzuci¢ ideologie Zielonego Ladu, zebySmy byli tez mocni gospodarczo. I
moéwimy tez stanowcze ,nie” dla superparistwa europejskiego. Przeciwko temu protestujemy. Europa suwerennych naro-
déw to przysztosé Europy.

Monika Befiova (NI). — Vdzend pani predsedajica, chipem dovody, pre ktoré je potrebné obnovit vojenské kapacity
Eurdpy, a najmi po politickom rozhodnuti, Ze vietku kli¢ovii vojenskd techniku poskytneme Ukrajine.

Nedévne data Eurobarometra viak ukazuji znepokojujiicu realitu. Viac ako jedna tretina nasich ob¢anov oc¢akdva zhor-
Senie kvality Zivota v dosledku narastajiicej krizy zZivotnych ndkladov. Ako dlho si mézeme dovolit, aby toto pokraco-
valo, ked teraz prichddza névrh, Ze potrebujeme takmer 800 milidrd, ktoré budeme ddvat na obranu? Clenské $tity
momentdlne konsolidujii svoje rozpocty a Castokrdt dochddza k ostrej kritike zo strany opozi¢nych stran, vidime to aj
na Slovensku, napriek tomu, Ze td konsoliddcia je nevyhnutnd. Je preto mimoriadne znepokojujiice, a dokonca nebez-
pecné riskovat vznik finan¢nej krizy na tkor beznych Eurépanov len preto, aby profitovali vojenské spolocnosti a
prehlbovala sa vojenskd dilema sposobend ndhlym ndrastom vojenskych kapacit.
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Vidy som vystupovala proti globdlnej militarizacii. EU musi ostat vernd svojim zdkladom a svojej zakladnej identite,
diplomatickej sile a mieru.

Lukasz Kohut (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! JesteSmy tutaj dla obywateli. Obywatele w tych niestabil-
nych czasach muszg czué, ze instytucje europejskie dziatajg sprawnie i ze Unia si¢ rozwija. Ludzi naprawdg nie interesuje
konflikt polityczny miedzy Parlamentem, Rada czy Komisja Europejska. Ludzi interesuje konkret, bezpieczenstwo i
rozwoj.

I tak w tych trudnych czasach Islandia rozwaza wznowienie negocjacji dotyczacych akcesji do Unii Europejskiej.
Trzymamy kciuki za Islandie. Bardzo ciekawie jest takze w Norwegii. Oslo od lat uczestniczy w Europejskim Funduszu
Obronnym czy w PESCO, a takze hojnie wspiera Ukraine i naklada sankcje na Rosje. Nie ma blizszego sojusznika Unii
w polityce bezpieczenstwa od Norwegii. Docefimy to i zyczmy sobie, aby nastroje prointegracyjne w Norwegii rosty w
site.

You may say that I am a dreamer. Ale kto by jeszcze trzy lata temu przypuszczal, Ze Szwecja i Finlandia bedg w NATO?
Wigc nie dajmy sobie wméwi¢ prawicowym populistom i rosyjskim trollom, ze my, Europejczycy, jesteSmy gorsi. Nie
jesteSmy. My nie musimy czyni¢ Europy ponownie wielkg. Europa jest wielka. Tylko mniej biurokracji, wigcej deregulacii,
szybkie dzialania w sprawie Wegier, Orbana, artykut 7 i unifikacja polityki obronnej w calej Unii Europejskiej. Do
przodu Europo!

Tavvng Mavidatng (S&D). — Kupia Tpoedpe, ayamnrol ouvadehgot, n Eupdmn Pploketar avipetonn e onpaviikes yeonoht-
TIKEG mPokANoels. Ot MPOTEPALOTITTES THG VEAG ApEPIKAVIKTS KUPEpvnons dagépouv onpavtika and autés g Eupanng. Ot do
exvéoels Tou Kowofouliou yia tv e€wtepikr) mOMTIKY, TV aoQANELX KAL TV GHUVE TEKINPLOVOUY TNV AVAYKI], O QUTO TO VEO
ket actadéc meptpaliov, 1 Evwon va éxet toxupr napoucia. Me pa autovopr egwtepiki mOATIKN kat pe oAokAnpwpévn otpa-
Ty 1000 yia T Meooyelo 660 kar yia T Méon Avatodr). Me ioxupr] amoTPEMTIKY MAPOUGIQ, GOTE va €ival Kavr va
TPOCTATEVCEL T KPAT pEAT TG amd autapyikoUg NYETEG HE AUTOKPATOPLKOUG avadempnTIGHOUS, TOGO GTA avaToMKa cUvopa
kau Ty meptoxn} e Baktikrg 000 kar oty mepioxt) e AvatoAikic Meocoyeiou. Me kowa egomhiotika mpoypappata yia Ty
€VIoYUOT) TG EUPOTIAIKNG GUUVTIKIG flopnyaviag og Oha ta kpdtr pékn mou da xprpatodotdoly pe Qpecko eUPOMAIKO XPTjHa.
'Oyt davera mou emPapuvouv Toug edvikoug mpolinoloyiopovc. ‘Oxt mepikonés oto Tapelo SuvoxG TOU UTOVOUEVOUY TIG KOL-
VOVIKEG pag avtoxés. Mia Euponm-nuldvag otadepdtntag oe évav OAo kat mo aotadr] KOopo.

Pierre-Romain Thionnet (PfE). — Madame la Présidente, le contexte international que nous vivons est en pleine recom-
position. Les nations européennes n'ont plus le droit a la faiblesse et a la naiveté. Au-dela du nécessaire réarmement
militaire que chaque Etat doit fournir, c'est a un réarmement moral que nous devons procéder.

On le sait, le XXI* siecle ne sera pas seulement le siécle de la puissance, il sera aussi celui de l'identité, celui de la capacité
a défendre ce que nous sommes, ce en quoi nous croyons. Pour étre crédible sur la sceéne internationale, I'Europe ne doit
pas préter le flanc a des déstabilisations internes. Elle doit éviter a tout prix de dire ou d’agir de telle maniere a offrir a
nos adversaires et compétiteurs 'occasion de nous affaiblir et de nous discréditer.

Ceest pourquoi, chers collegues, je veux dénoncer ici les profondes atteintes a la démocratie opérées par nos propres
nations, ici, au coeur du continent qui a donné vie a la démocratie. Aprés la Roumanie, c'est la France qui a décidé hier
de priver ses citoyens de leur liberté de vote en éliminant la principale candidate a I'élection présidentielle. Je crains,
chers collegues, que cette dérive antidémocratique n'entache gravement notre réputation, et donc notre capacité a faire
entendre notre voix de liberté dans le monde.

Rihards Kols (ECR). — Madam President, dear colleagues, the EU’s credibility as a geopolitical actor depends on three
things: coherence, speed and resolve.

First, we must strengthen the EU’s External Action Service with the political weight, intelligence capabilities and coordi-
nation tools needed to act, not just react.

Second, conditionality must not be optional. Every euro, every agreement — from trade to development aid — must
reinforce our strategic goals and core values. No more partnerships d la carte.

Third, we must expand trade agreements with like-minded partners, reducing dependency on systematic rivals.
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And finally, enlargement. The process must move faster with clear criteria, yes, but without letting internal blockers
sabotage the will of candidate countries determined to join our Union. Power unused is power lost.

And, Madam High Representative, please break this curse that for seven years in a row, the High Representative hasn’t
paid respect in person the CFSP conferences. That is a disgrace.

Hilde Vautmans (Renew). — Voorzitter, collega’s, hoge vertegenwoordiger, alle brandhaarden in de wereld hebben één
iets gemeenschappelijk: Europa zit niet mee aan tafel als er over vrede wordt gesproken. Europa speelt niet mee, niet in
Ockraine, niet in het Midden-Oosten.

Wat de Europese buitenlandmachine nu nodig heeft, is een geopoliticke motor. Hoe moet die motor er dan uitzien? Wel,
drie dingen: eerst en vooral moet onze voet van de rempedaal af. Schaf de unanimiteitsregel af. Ten tweede: creéer die
eengemaakte defensiemarkt. Verplicht mensen om te investeren in Europese goederen, los van Amerika. Ten derde:
integreer onze Europese diplomatie in die Europese defensie, zodat onze soft power steunt op geloofwaardige afschrik-
king.

Het debat over wat ons Europees buitenlands beleid nodig heeft, gaat niet over thema’s, noch over regels. Het moet gaan
over het systeem, over het oplossen van de systeemfouten die veto’s belonen en actie voorkomen. Eigenlijk is het heel
eenvoudig. In de jaren negentig hebben we één gemeenschappelijke markt gecregerd voor goederen, personen en dien-
sten. Laten we vandaag ook één veiligheids- en defensiebeleid in Europa tot stand brengen.

Jaume Asens Llodra (Verts/ALE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Kallas, su discurso del miedo —los binkeres, los kits de
supervivencia en caso de guerra— es un desproposito. Ustedes no solo nos toman el pelo sino que quieren manipular-
nos e inocularnos miedo para anestesiar nuestras conciencias, porque saben que una sociedad con miedo, en estado de
shock, es una sociedad que puede aceptar cualquier recorte, resignada, que puede firmar ese cheque en blanco
de 800 000 millones de euros para el rearme masivo, que se queda en casa y no sale a la calle a protestar.

Pero nuestra obligacion es quitarle el miedo a la ciudadania y recordarle que de lo tinico de lo que debemos tener miedo
es del propio miedo, como decia Roosevelt en la Gran Depresion. Porque ahi donde hay miedo, no hay esperanza, ni
libertad, ni conciencia social. Hay egoismo, odio, nacionalismo, racismo, fascismo y extrema derecha.

Lo que necesitamos, sefiora Kallas, no es miedo, sino una reflexion serena sobre el modelo de seguridad. Necesitamos
informacion, no propaganda. Necesitamos una economia social, no de guerra. Un kit de derechos, no de recortes. Casas
para vivir, no biinkeres.

Lynn Boylan (The Left). — A Uachtardin, I'd like to welcome VP Kallas here today, given her notable absence at recent
debates. And today I want to compare what Israel says with what Israel does, seeing as the Commission is unable to
make that distinction.

Israel claims it facilitates humanitarian aid entering Gaza. Yet all entry points into Gaza are closed for cargo since early
March. At the border, food is rotting, medicine is expiring and vital medical equipment is trapped. Israel originally
denied bombing the Al-Ahli Arab Hospital. It has now attacked all hospitals in Gaza. Israel denies targeting journalists,
yet they've killed over 200 journalists in Gaza. Israel denies killing humanitarian workers, yet they've murdered 15
paramedics and aid workers one by one and buried them in a shallow grave, some of them with their hands bound.

Under the EU's watch, Israel has normalised genocide and contempt for international law. When will the EU find its
humanity and stand up to this rogue state. Sanction Israel, free Palestine!

Hans Neuhoff (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Die Auflen- und Sicherheitspolitik der Union ist ein Wirrwarr aus verzerrter
Wahrnehmung und moralischer Verstiegenheit. Der Islamismus ist den Berichterstattern bei der EVP nicht eine Silbe
wert. In Deutschland miissen Weihnachtsmarkte, Karnevalsumziige, Bahnhofe vor islamistischen Gewalttitern geschiitzt
werden, nicht vor russischen Infanteristen. Was macht die EU? Sie finanziert ein Taliban-Emirat in Syrien.
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Russland ist nicht der Feind Europas. Russland ist ein defensives Imperium, das sich durch die Erweiterung der NATO
bis in den Donbass und den Siidkaukasus existenziell bedroht sicht. Wer das nicht versteht und zum Heiligen Krieg
gegen Russland riistet, der fithrt uns ins Verderben.

Ceterum censeo: Die ESN-Fraktion lehnt die Mitgliedschaft der Ukraine in der NATO und in der EU ab. Die Zukunft der
Ukraine kann allein in ihrer Riickkehr zur Neutralitit bestehen.

Francisco José Millin Mon (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, yo felicito, en primer lugar, a los ponentes por sus completos
informes, que ofrecen un diagnéstico de nuestra politica exterior y de seguridad y que trazan también una hoja de ruta a
seguir. Vivimos en un nuevo escenario global marcado por una profunda incertidumbre. Quiero detenerme en tres ideas
breves.

En primer lugar, debemos continuar nuestro firme apoyo a Ucrania. Necesitamos la paz, pero tiene que ser una paz justa
y duradera. Rusia es el agresor, y ahora pone todos los obsticulos para la paz. No negocia con buena fe, como acaba de
advertir la alta representante.

En segundo lugar, en el contexto mundial actual es imprescindible reforzar la defensa europea, como piden nuestros
ciudadanos segiin el dltimo Eurobarémetro. Esto requiere aumentar el gasto en defensa e incrementar nuestras capaci-
dades, mejorar la estandarizacion y la coordinacion, reforzar nuestra base industrial y reducir dependencias.

En tercer lugar, en un mundo tan convulso, debemos intentar preservar el vinculo transatldntico sustentado en una
profundisima integracién de nuestras economias y en valores también comunes. Pero también tenemos que diversificar
nuestras relaciones, como por ejemplo ahora profundizdndolas con Mercosur.

Este es el momento de tomar decisiones en materia de politica exterior y, en especial, de defensa.

Nacho Sinchez Amor (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, intentaré concentrar en un minuto tres asuntos.

En primer lugar, una falta de ajuste entre nuestras expectativas en politica exterior y los medios que empleamos. Hay
una crénica infrafinanciacién del Servicio Europeo de Accién Exterior pero, al mismo tiempo, hay una crénica inflacién
de las expectativas. A usted todos le pedimos de todo y hay que preocuparse para que, en el nuevo marco financiero, no
siga esa situacion: que haya que mendigar cada pocos meses en la Comisién un refuerzo financiero.

En segundo lugar, su obligaci6n es siempre tratar de acordar a veintisiete, de tener a todos a bordo. Ese es su papel. Pero,
si no se consigue en un plazo razonable para llegar a tiempo a las crisis, hay que normalizar trabajar a veintiséis o a
veinticinco. No insisto en la idea del diputado Gahler. Cualquier medida salvo seguir dando una impresién de pardlisis o
de llegar tarde.

En tercer lugar, los dobles estindares son el cdncer de nuestra politica exterior. Y ya sé que no siempre es posible
conseguir la unanimidad pero, usted, con sus declaraciones publicas, si puede tratar de limitar el dafio que nos hace
aparecer ante el mundo en unos casos alzando mucho la voz y, en otros casos, siendo muy timidos.

Agpoditn Aativorovhov (PfE). — Kupia Tpoedpe, ayamnrol ouvadehgot, dev pmopel va undpéer kapia antohiteg oulimon
yio Kowr) eEwTepIKt) TOMTIKT] Kal QUOIKE yia moArtikr ac@aleiag kal apuvag av dev Eexadapiotolv ot facikés dwagopés pag. H
Toupkia eivar @ik 1 edpos g Eupomnaikis Eveong Ta epag dev umapyer dikppa, yioti moy amhd kar Eexddapa evat
£xUpog TG xepag pou aAla kar e Evpenaikrg Eveorng, edikd otav katéyer mapavopa yia 51 xpovia to 38 % e Kumpou.
Tupgovoupe Olot ot autd; Tlog da undpéel Aomdv eviaia molitikr) aopaleiag av Sev EexadapiCoviar Ta oUvopa g Eupenaikng
Evaone Anhadn, eav undapéer Jeppo eneioodio EANadac-Toupkiag 1 Toupkiac-Kumpou, Aoyou xapr, da enéufer o euponaikodg
otpatog umép e ENadag 1 g Kumpou, xwpic var pev kat aotepiokoug;

Ta omhikd cuoTpata evog eupomaikoy otpatol da mpénet va dao@akiotel mwg Ja @uayvovial anokAelotikd evrog s Eupo-
naikn¢ Eveors, pe ovppetox Olov tev kpatev peav. Kai guowa n Toupkia da mpémet va anokhelotel and omotodnnote
eupeNaiko Tpoypappa. Av autd dev eEacpaliCovrar wg eENdyioteg mpolimovésels, TOTe auth 1 oultnon edw dev Exel MpaypaTIKG
0 mapapkpo vonua. H Kimpog eivar ENAGda kar ta ouvopa g ENMadag eivar to votidtepo dkpo g Eupenaikrg Eveorg.
Amha, hita kot Gexadapa.
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Nathalie Loiseau (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, je n'ai qu'une minute et je n'irai pas par quatre chemins. Si 'Europe
veut rester en paix, il n'y a qu'une voie: nous devons soutenir I'Ukraine militairement, massivement et immédiatement.
Hélas, 'heure de la paix n'a pas encore sonné en Ukraine. Les cessez-le-feu boiteux proposés par Washington n’ont fait
quenhardir Vladimir Poutine.

Si nous voulons une paix juste et durable, nous devons permettre a Kiev de négocier en position de force. Il nous faut
bien stir renforcer notre défense européenne face a la menace russe, mais nous devons aussi amoindrir cette menace en
soutenant mieux la résistance ukrainienne contre la Russie, et le faire vite.

Que le Conseil européen du 20 mars, chére Madame la Haute Représentante, ait échoué a s'accorder sur un surcroit
d’aide militaire a 'Ukraine est une erreur historique. Affaiblir la Russie aujourd’hui en Ukraine est beaucoup plus efficace
et moins colteux que de se défendre demain contre une menace russe décuplée.

Enfin, cessons de commenter les dernieres saillies de Donald Trump. Nous ne pouvons plus compter sur Washington,
qui négocie sans nous et mal. L'Ukraine et le reste du monde se demandent si nous sommes enfin devenus adultes, enfin
capables d’aider nos alliés seuls. Si nous en donnons la preuve, nous serons pris au sérieux; si nous échouons, plus
personne ne comptera sur nous.

Hanna Gedin (The Left). — Fru talman! Forra veckan avrittades 15 sjukvérdare och riddningsarbetare av israeliska
styrkor. "Vi griaver upp dem i sina uniformer med handskarna pd. De var hir for att rddda liv. Istillet hamnar de i en
massgrav”, berittar en FN-chef.

Samtidigt som detta hinde dkte Sveriges utrikesminister Maria Malmer Stenergard till Israel p& en ren propagandaresa.
Och Israels utrikesminister hyllade naturligtvis besoket och prisade Sverige for att ha brutit sitt stod till livsviktiga
UNRWA. Det 4r en ofattbar skam.

Utrikesminister Maria Malmer Stenergard! Kommissiondr Kallas! Ni har makten att stoppa folkmordet. Ni har en skyl-
dighet att std upp for internationell ritt. Er flathet mot den brutala israeliska regimen kommer att g4 till historien som
ett exempellost svek.

Salvatore De Meo (PPE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, in un contesto geopolitico sempre pit instabile la
sicurezza e la difesa comune non sono un’opzione, ma una scelta obbligata.

L’Europa ha bisogno di una capacita di deterrenza credibile, che mostri al mondo un’Unione forte, coesa e capace di
proteggere i propri cittadini, i propri interessi e i propri valori.

Per questo dobbiamo rafforzare il pilastro europeo all'interno della NATO, con cui dobbiamo essere in sinergia e non in
competizione, assumendoci la nostra parte di responsabilita e rendendo I'Alleanza atlantica e I'Occidente tutto ancora
piu forte.

Ma ¢ fondamentale anche un cambio di percezione culturale, perché quando parliamo di difesa i cittadini non vanno
spaventati, né possiamo pensare solo alla dimensione militare.

Oggi difesa significa anche cibersicurezza, tutela delle infrastrutture critiche, delle rotte commerciali, dell'approvvigiona-
mento energetico; significa controllo dellimmigrazione irregolare e supporto nelle attivita di protezione civile.

La sicurezza non € un costo. Investire nella difesa non significa fare la guerra, ma ¢ il presupposto della nostra stabilita
sociale ed economica, della nostra liberta, della nostra credibilita internazionale.

O diventiamo attori globali, o continueremo a essere solo spettatori di decisioni altrui.

Hana Jalloul Muro (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Kallas, sefiorfas, la Unién Europea se encuentra ante una
encrucijada geopolitica que exige claridad estratégica. La guerra de agresion rusa sigue socavando el orden europeo
mientras la rivalidad global se intensifica. Incluso alianzas histéricas como la transatldntica son inestables. Ya no basta
con proclamar principios, debemos dotarlos de fuerza politica y coherencia exterior.
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En Oriente Proximo la crisis humanitaria, con la pérdida de decenas de miles de vidas y la destruccién de ciudades en su
totalidad, exige mds que silencios o declaraciones. Nuestra ambigiiedad ha tenido consecuencias. Hemos perdido peso en
una region que fue central en nuestra accién exterior y que debe serlo. Si queremos recuperar esa voz, debemos dejar
atrds la ilusién de neutralidad entre partes iguales y los dobles estindares que comentaba antes mi compafiero Nacho
Sénchez Amor. La neutralidad ante el sufrimiento no es equilibrio, es complicidad.

Debemos defender activamente el respeto del orden internacional basado en normas y utilizar con decision los instru-
mentos de los que ya dispone la Uni6n, como condicionar nuestras asociaciones al respeto de los derechos humanos y
el Estado de Derecho. Al mismo tiempo tenemos que tejer alianzas mds solidas con América Latina, Africa y Asia y
también con algunas regiones emergentes como el Golfo.

Claudiu-Richard Tarziu (ECR). — Doamni presedintd, stimati colegi, discutdm astizi despre apdrare si securitate in
Uniunea Europeand. Foarte bine, pentru cd sentimentul de nesigurantd si teama de o posibild agresiune sunt fenomene
sociale devastatoare pentru orice comunitate.

Dar care este astizi cea mai mare amenintare la adresa Uniunii Europene? Au fost vremuri in care o amenintare militard
sau de tip hibrid la adresa Uniunii Europene era de neconceput. Vorbesc de timpul in care credinta cetitenilor in valorile
si in viitorul acestei constructii politice era de nezdruncinat. Astizi vorbim despre amenintdri externe si despre nevoia de
a intdri forta armatd. Este esential sd fim pregititi pentru orice, dar in calitate de oameni politici responsabili, trebuie sd
fim mai intai realisti.

Cea mai mare amenintare la adresa Uniunii Europene vine astizi din interior, din deciziile pe care oamenii le inteleg din
ce in ce mai putin din decalajele intre statele Uniunii Europene si din sistemul decizional tot mai concentrat la varful
Uniunii. Este din nou vremea fabricantilor de arme si munitii. Dacd vom gisi intelepciunea si curajul s ne amintim
marile lectii, vom (...)

(Presedintele a retras cuvdntul vorbitorului)

Petras Austrevicius (Renew). — Madam President, Madam High Representative, dear colleagues, more than ever before,
Europeans have clearly and highly rightly made the EU’s foreign and security policy an existential priority, making it a
central theme in the last European Parliament elections. We must respect this and respond without undue delay.

Let us not forget that those who have challenged our way of life have not changed and intend to continue their
destructive actions.

Above all, the European Union must strengthen its foreign policy, security and defence instruments and its financial
capacity to implement them. It is clear that the sanctions imposed must be implemented at the level of the Union and
have real leverage on third countries that violate United Nations or EU values.

Ensuring the security of our citizens cannot be subject to any reservations and therefore Member States must agree on
how to coordinate national military planning and procurement in a realistic and more coordinated way, optimising the
total cost of defence.

Davor Ivo Stier (PPE). - Madam President, I'm glad that the CFSP report begins with the Western Balkans, because if
there is a place where the EU is expected to have a leading role in fostering peace, it is exactly in this region.

Our ambition is to integrate all the six countries in the EU on an individual and merit-based approach. As the biggest of
the six, Serbia has an important position, but the Commission and the Council should be much clearer and firmer in
conveying the message that progress depends on the full alignment with the EU’s CFSP, the respect of the rule of law, as
well as the implementation of the Brussels and Ohrid Agreements for the normalisation of relations with Kosovo. It is
also time for the EU to lift sanctions to Kosovo and accept its candidacy.
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We welcome the progress made by Albania and encourage it to strengthen the rule of law. We strongly support the EU
aspirations of Montenegro, and we caution about the forces wanting to undermine its sovereignty. We look forward to
the constitutional changes that will allow North Macedonia to unblock accession negotiations.

And we strongly condemn the separatist policies of Milorad Dodik and support the territorial integrity of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the equality of its three constituent peoples and all its citizens, and we urge it to make the final steps to
open accession negotiations.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI), intrebare adresatd conform procedurii ,cartonasului albastru”. — Nu stiu dacd am inteles eu
bine, dar dumneavoastrd ati spus ca Serbia si nu mai solicite Kosovo? Bunicii mei paterni sunt din Serbia si din
Macedonia, bunicul chiar ndscut langd Kosovo. Aveti idee despre istoria Serbiei? Stiti ¢ Kosovo este Serbia? Stiti cd o
astfel de miscare poate duce si la probleme in Spania, in Italia si in Romania, cu Transilvania, care dintotdeauna a fost a
Romaniei si o vrea Ungaria?

Davor Ivo Stier (PPE), blue-card answer. — What we know is that both Serbia and Kosovo have accepted obligations
under the Brussels and Ohrid Agreements.

Kosovo has its part of obligations with the Association of Municipalities in the north, and Serbia has voluntarily accep-
ted the obligation not to block Kosovo’s membership in regional and international organisations.

What we are asking both countries is to fulfil the obligations they freely accepted.

Tonino Picula (S&D). — Madam President, Madam High Representative, colleagues, both documents are a complex
reflection of a very challenging, uncertain and changing international environment, requiring constant updates as we
wake up every morning with the new uncertainties.

The indispensable importance of transatlantic partnership should be enhanced with the more realistic approach after all
the threats and offensive statements from the new Trump administration.

There is also the fundamental dilemma on how to redefine our relationship with China in this new environment.
Enhanced cooperation and coordination with like-minded partners is essential too.

The grave state of the world can be also a chance for Europe to take the lead in fighting for democracy, security and the
rules-based order. In that sense, we must not forget about our immediate neighbourhood and the fragility of many
candidate countries.

Lastly, the common security and defence policy should finally become a reality not only through ReArm Europe, but
also by coordinating better.

Lucia Yar (Renew). — VdZend pani predsedajica, Rusi zbroja, akoby uZ ni¢ pozajtra nemalo existovat. Ak Putina
nezastavime spolu, pojde dalej. Tieto slovd mi v sobotu v Kyjeve na mojej ceste povedal zdstupca ministra obrany. A
viete, mfa naozaj $okuje, Ze kolegovia aj v tomto pléne Ziju stile v ilazii, Ze nds sa to netyka.

Obe spravy, o ktorych tu dnes rokujeme, konstatujd, Ze jedinou cestou, schodnou cestou k obnoveniu ukrajinskej
suverenity je mier. Ale vy, ktor{ volate po rychlom mieri bez zdruk a este si chodite aj po instrukcie do Moskvy, tak
sa uZ kone¢ne chodte spytat aj do Kyjeval Ukrajinci uz mali rychlokvaseny rusky mier na stole velakrat. A kam ich to
priviedlo? Nevolate po skuto¢nom mieri, ale po kapitulacii. Takyto mier by bol len prestdvkou, ktorti Putin potrebuje na
pripravu na dal3f atok, a tentoraz uZ priamo na Eurépsku tniu.

Vém, pani Kallas, chcem este podakovat, Ze rovnako hlasne podporujete Ukrajinu, stojite za fiou a Celite kritike napriek
tomu, Ze nazyvate Rusko pravym menom: agresor.

Bayyéhne Meipapakng (PPE). — Kupia IMpoedpe, axdpn pia xpovia kahoUpaote va yngicoupe v emjoia ékdeon yia Ty
Kown Efwtepikn IMohrmkn kar TTohrmkny Apuvag g Eupenaikric Eveong, v omoia umepyneilo. Aut) ) @opa Opeg 1
onpaoia e eivar peydhn, kadog 1 Eupdnn €xet Deoet v dpuva Kot TV ac@AlEld OTIV KOpUQT] TGV TPOTEPAIOTITOV THS, OF
ouvéela kat g utovétnong g Aeukng Bifhou anod to Eupwnaikd Kowofouhio. [Tpog v katetduvon avty, avaykalopacte
Nomov va kdvoupe GApata TeploTia yio va kepdicoupe tov xpovo mou yacape. Tati €do kar xpovia kar eyd kar GAAot
ouvadehgot enavahapPavoupe oty Olopéheia Tou Kowofouhiou ot ypelalopaote mepartépe eppaduvon otov Topéa g Apu-
vag, oote 1 Evoon va propel va dpa pe pia eviaia govr) kot pe eviogupévny 9éon oto tpantlt tev dampaypateoeny. Adyo Tov
GUVDTIKGVY, TOPA KATAVOOUHE KAl KATAATYOUHE OTO OTL TPEMEL Vol dPAGOULE YPIyopa, PPIoKovTag mOPOUG Yo TNV OpUVTIKY HagG
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dwpakion. Qotdco, avti autd va eixe yiver otadiokd, e owoTeG MPOPAEWELS KaL Xpovodiaypappata, TOpa TPEMEL Vo KAVOUNE
Jabpata, kol ot éktaktol autoi mOpol va Aeipouv and alhoug Topeis. To oupnépacpia Nomov eivar éva kat mPEMeL va yivel
Kkatavonto: kakUtepa va mpolapfavels kat va mpoetopalesat Pripa-Pripa, mapa va aivetar 6Tt oto emPaAlouvv ot cuvdrkes Kat
va emPdilec eNhimeic mohrtikéc, o1 omoieg deiyvouv mOANEG QOpES mMPOYEPOTNTA, VO amaITeltal GUVEST] KAl AMOTEAEGHATIKO-
™.

(O ayoprtic déxetar va amavtrioer oe epoton pe yaAdlia kapta)

Petras Grazulis (ESN), pakélus mélyngjg kortele pateiktas klausimas. — Gerbiamas prane$éjau, Jungtinés Amerikos Valstijos,
Ukraina ir Rusija, tarpininkaujant Amerikai, veda derybas, taikos derybas. Kaip jas Zidrite i Sitas derybas? Ir vis tiktai,
Europos Sgjunga pazadéjo 40 milijardy parama Ukrainai, bet nerado nei penkiy milijardy. Kas ¢ia per politika Europos
Sgjungos?

Bayyéhne Msipapakng (PPE), anavtion oe epoton pe yalalia kapta. — Exet yiver katavonto Ot autog o mONepog mpénet
va Mjger pe eprveutikés mpotofoulies. ANG vikiTig mpémel va elvar ekeivog o onoiog dev mpoomadel Piaing va emPader v
dagopd v cuvopwy, akla o mo\itiopog kai 1 eprvr. Kot yia auto akpifoc epeic motetoupe on  Euponaikr Evoon npénet
va givat oto Tpamell TV dampaypaTeleEwy, TAUTOXPOVA HE EIPTVEUTIKEG MPWTOPOUNIEG, OOTE va HMOPOULE VA TEAEIOGOUNE
QUTOV TOV TOAEHO 1€ ViKI] TOU TOAITIOHOU, ViKI) TG EPTVIG.

Thijs Reuten (S&D). — Madam President, High Representative, colleagues, if generally, the EU was as principled, firm
and engaged about other geopolitical issues as it has been about Russia’s full-scale invasion, we would be in a better
place. It also shows us once more we need a truly common foreign and defence policy without unanimity, led by you,
the HR/VP. But let’s be honest: while the EU has indeed led on Ukraine, not all Member States have followed, and we —
you, HR/VP and us — are allies here. We understand the difficulty of your role. We must make the capitals understand
how serious the situation is. The conversation at the kitchen table in Finland or Estonia should not be different from
that in Portugal, Italy or Ireland. It affects all of us alike if we don't get it right.

Double standards, a tendency to appeasement and overly passive and soft approaches harm our values and strategic
interests. So, this Parliament was right about Ukraine, to quote the Commission presidents. Let’s live up to our obliga-
tions to Ukraine and ourselves and do what you refer to and look at the numbers that the Kiel Institute presented on
spending for Ukraine.

Marta Wcislo (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! Szybsze debatowanie i szybsze dzialanie. Kraje Europy
Wschodniej, takie jak Polska, s3 dzi§ na pierwszej linii obrony przed zagrozeniami ze Wschodu. Dlatego inicjatywy
takie jak Tarcza Wschdd i Baltycka Linia Obrony sg dzisiaj konieczne. Polscy europostowie EPL zlozyli kolejne poprawki,
aby wzmacnia¢ obronno$¢ na ladzie, powietrzu, morzu i w innych dziedzinach. Ponadto skladamy poprawke dotyczaca
odblokowania 450 mln euro dla Polski za przekazany Ukrainie sprzet wojskowy. Pienigdze te sg blokowane przez

Wegry.

Wzywamy Komisje Europejskg oraz pafistwa czlonkowskie do zniesienia wegierskiego embarga czy blokady. Wzywam
tez wszystkich europostéw z Polski, bez wzgledu na barwy polityczne, o dzialanie na rzecz bezpieczenstwa. Unia
Europejska nie moze uzaleznial bezpieczenstwa wspdlnoty od zgody prorosyjskich politykéw. Nasze bezpieczefistwo,
Pani Komisarz, w naszych rekach.

Riho Terras (PPE). - Madam President, High Representative, the European response to the existential threat from Russia
has been insufficient for too long. I wish I could say that our focus has shifted, and we have a common understanding
with regard to the security and defence. Unfortunately, that is not the case.

Even today, when there is no doubt that Russia’s aim is to destroy our security architecture; even today, when the signals
from across the Atlantic are absolutely clear that we must invest in our own defence ourselves; even today, we have
countries in Europe that spend less than 2 % on defence, there are countries that spend less than 1 % and saying that
they are neutral. We do not have time to play with the option to spend or not to spend. We should agree upon the
Union-wide mandatory minimum for defence spending.

Antonio Lopez-Istiriz White (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, cuando se trata de garantizar la seguridad y la defensa de
nuestros intereses europeos y espafioles, mas vale prevenir que curar. Y encima sale mds barato prevenir que curar.
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En Europa se estd previniendo. Tenemos una politica ya de defensa que se estd implementando. Tenemos ya un Libro
Blanco sobre la defensa, un comisario de defensa. Tenemos ya una Comisiéon de Seguridad y Defensa en el Parlamento
Europeo. En algunos de nuestros paises, por ejemplo, en Letonia, en Lituania, en Polonia, en Grecia, se duplica ya el
gasto para alcanzar los niveles de la OTAN e incluso ir un poco mds alla.

Es desgraciadamente en mi propio pais, en Espafia, donde no un debate de la oposicién con el Gobierno, sino uno
dentro del propio Gobierno, entre los elementos radicales, mas radicales, de ese Gobierno, impide que Espafia esté en
estos momentos con todos participando de esa seguridad y defensa comunes.

Yo pido al Gobierno de Espafia que cambie de actitud inmediatamente y que estemos con todos cumpliendo los com-
promisos de seguridad y defensa que esta Unién Europea necesita.

Martin$ Stakis, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, this report should mark a turning point. We
welcome the progress made: higher defence budget, stronger EU- NATO cooperation and increased support for our
defence industry. But it is not enough. 2 % GDP target for defence is a peacetime goal. There is a war in Europe.
Shouldn’t we invest much more in defence? Countries on Russia’s border, we allocate at least 5 %. Latvia, for example,
is doubling its army and building Eastern Shield and Baltic Defence Line to secure our borders with Russia and Belarus.

We are asking for more support, not for ourselves, but to defend European borders and our shared values, peace and
democracy. Russia must be defeated right now in Ukraine. If we fail, we will be forced to stop Russia within our own
borders. Ukraine needs 0.25 % of GDP on military aid, as it was proposed by Ms Kallas.

Thank you for supporting this target in this report. But now every European country must act. This is not just about
individual nations. It is about defending all of Europe. Winter is coming. Ukraine has already found ways to create a
smart and efficient military industry that produces cost-effective, advanced technology. This means Europe can follow
this example. More investment, more cooperation and stronger defence. Europe must act now before it’s too late.

Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR). — Madam President, according to the latest Eurobarometer survey, 36 % of Europeans
named security and defence as the EU’s top three priorities to focus on. This was the highest vote share amongst all the
options given. The results are clear: the European people want their leaders to focus on providing safety first and
foremost.

Is this body acting accordingly? It is not. Have we seen a total overhaul of Europe’s immigration policy? No, we haven',
even though past mistakes are now risking our security. Or have we been strong enough to push Russia away from
Ukrainian soil? No, we haven't.

Now it's time to do what the people are asking us to do: focus on solving security problems, not creating them by
repeating our previous mistakes.

Catch-the-eye procedure

Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, proces prosirenja ima klju¢nu ulogu u jacanju stabilnosti, sigurno-
sti 1 demokracije u Europi. Stoga je dobro $to izvjesée prepoznaje stvarne izazove, a jedan od njih svakako je destabili-
zirajudi utjecaj Srbije na cijeli prostor jugoistocne Europe, o ¢emu sam ve¢ viSe puta govorio. Srpska hegemonisticka
politika ostaje najveca prepreka prosirenju. Ona se najjasnije ogleda u odnosima unutar Crne Gore gdje Beograd, kao
jedan od saveznika Moskve, sve snaznije utjeCe na politicke i drustvene procese. Svjedoci smo sustavnih pokusaja
potkopavanja crnogorskog suvereniteta poput ideja o izmjenama Zakona o drzavljanstvu, koje bi u praksu oznacile
kraj neovisne Crne Gore. Takoder, jedan od voda vladajuce koalicije u Crnoj Gori, srpski politi¢ar Milan Knezevié, zaziva
vojni savez sa Srbijom i §iri dezinformacije o nekakvoj uroti protiv pravoslavaca na Balkanu, ¢ime izravno doprinosi
destabiliziranju ovog prostora. Takvi pokusaji destabilizacije, kao dio koncepta Srpskog sveta, predstavljaju ozbiljnu
prijetnju sigurnosti cijelog europskog kontinenta. Zato je klju¢no da se Europska unija kona¢no jasno odupre ovoj
politici i stavi Srbiju tamo gdje joj je mjesto.
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Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissdria Kaja Kallas, os povos precisam de relagdes interna-
cionais orientadas para a paz, para a cooperagdo, para a solidariedade, para a solucdo politica dos conflitos, para o
desanuviamento das tensdes internacionais e para o respeito pelos principios do Direito Internacional.

Nenhum desses objetivos estd presente na Politica Externa e de Seguranca Comum e Defesa, nem nas resolugdes que
hoje aqui discutimos.

Estas resolugdes que hoje discutimos sdo o verdadeiro tratado belicista, orientado para o militarismo, para a guerra, para
a politica de ingeréncia e de confrontacdo. E sio também um exercicio despudorado de hipocrisia e desprezo pelos
principios do Direito Internacional, por uma Unido Europeia que recusa condenar Israel e o seu genocidio contra o
povo palestiniano, sempre cimplice dessa politica de genocidio. Uma Unido Europeia que foi cimplice de guerras de
agressdo na Siria, na Libia, no Iraque ou no Afeganistao.

Senhora Comisséria, este ndo é o sentido que serve os interesses dos povos. A politica que serve os interesses dos povos
¢ a politica contrdria a agdo que a Unido Europeia tem desenvolvido em matéria de Politica Externa, Seguranga Comum
e Defesa.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, zahvaljujem Davidu McAllisteru na sveobuhvatnom izvjes¢u kojim
je obuhvatio i moje amandmane na klju¢ni problem koji ostaje da se rijesi u Bosni i Hercegovini. Stoga pozdravljam
kona¢nu odluku visoke povjerenice da ide u Bosnu i Hercegovinu i adresira pitanje svih pitanja, a to je izmjena Izbornog
zakona, gdje bi tri naroda, nakon Daytona — trideset godina nakon Daytona — kona¢no svi dobili svoju jednakopravnost,
§to je garantirano u Daytonu i potpisano u Parizu prije 30 godina. Srbi, Hrvati i Bodnjaci moraju u Bosni i Hercegovini
imati puna prava ustavno, §to im je garantirano mirovnim sporazumom. To je klju¢na tocka mosta sa Sjedinjenim
Americkim Drzavama i sa Trumpovom administracijom, gdje moZete poentirati i kona¢no napraviti mir na zapadnom
Balkanu. Bez toga nema napretka niti u jednoj zemlji na zapadnom Balkanu, u jugoisto¢noj Europi. Bez toga nema
napretka ni u Ukrajini. Bez toga, ukoliko se ne postuje mirovni sporazum, ne mozZemo ocekivati da ¢emo imati mir i
sigurnost na granicama Europe.

Lukas Sieper (NI). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Mitmenschen! Da stellt sich der Kollege Neuhoff von der AfD doch heute
hier wirklich hin und nennt Russland ein defensives Imperium. Ein defensives Imperium, das einen Angriffskrieg fithrt
und das nunmehr seit mehr als drei Jahren Kriegsverbrechen begeht, das die Souverinitit anderer Staaten mit Fiiffen
tritt. Und das ist der Staat, den die selbsternannten Patrioten und nationalistischen Politiker in diesem Parlament hier
verteidigen.

Wenn Sie mich fragen, erkliren sich diese Leute damit zu den Feinden unserer Demokratie, zu den Feinden unseres
Systems, und vielleicht sollten wir sie genau so behandeln. Allein der Kollege Bystron, iiber dessen Immunitit wir
heute abgestimmt haben und die wir aufgehoben haben, wird deshalb strafrechtlich verfolgt, weil er sich von den Russen
hat bestechen lassen.

Und nur zum Ende: Das ist die gleiche Partei, mit der — leider — der Vorsitzende der Konservativen, Herr Weber, den ich

eigentlich sehr schitze, heute ein nettes Pliuschchen gehalten hat. Lassen Sie uns diese Leute nicht als unsere Freunde
behandeln!

Michal Szczerba (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! Donald Tusk zwrécil sie bezposrednio do Donalda
Trumpa z takimi stowami: wspdlpraca jest zawsze lepsza niz konfrontacja. Caly czas mamy nadzieje, Ze te stowa znajda
zrozumienie po drugiej stronie Atlantyku. Chcemy bardzo wyraznie powiedzie¢, mamy absolutng $wiadomo$¢, ze nasze
relacje, relacje transatlantyckie, znalazly si¢ na zakrecie i te filary, jakimi sg z jednej strony bezpieczefistwo, z drugiej
strony wspolpraca gospodarcza, sg bardzo zagrozone i réwniez mogg uderzy¢ w europejska gospodarke, ktora buduje
swoj potencjal obronny.

Pani Komisarz, jest druga sprawa: jest nadzieja. Ta nadzieja jest praca, ktérag réwniez podejmuja instytucje europejskie,
szczegllnie Pani, Komisja, w obszarze przyszlego Paktu Bezpieczenstwa i Obrony z Wielka Brytanig. ChcielibySmy, zeby
szczyt Unia Europejska — Wielka Brytania zakonczyt si¢ konkretami, wspdlnym sukcesem i wzmocnieniem naszego
sojuszu obronnego z naszym europejskim partnerem.
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President. — I will now give the floor to the Vice-President/High Representative, but before that I want to explain that
those who were here during the debate got the floor under catch-the-eye. If you are not here during the debate, there is
no right to have the catch-the-eye due to the rules.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, thank you, honourable Members, allow me to thank you for your continued support to the EU’s
common foreign and security and defence policies, and few very specific comments and questions that were addressed.

So, many of you on the left addressed this, that we shouldn’t talk about what is going on - although, with the war in
Ukraine and what threat it poses, what Russian threat poses to the whole of European Union — because it makes people
afraid. But we have to be honest with the people. If you listen to what the intelligence services are telling us, what the
chief of staff of armies are telling us, this threat is real. Russia is spending more than 9 % of its GDP on the military.
They will want to use it again. That's why we need to prepare because if we prepare, then it acts as a deterrence, then
we don’t need it.

The problem with defence spending is that you need to do these decisions before you actually need it. You need to do
those decisions when you have peace time and when it comes to fear — no, we don’t need fear — but how you address
the fear is that you are prepared and then you are not afraid because you know what to do. That is why we prepare for
this, that it would act as a deterrent, that we would never have a war in Europe again. That is why we are doing these
things.

Now, [ encourage you to not only listen to the first sentence, but actually to listen to the whole speech and all addresses
that I had in the Middle East. I also got criticism from Israel, so maybe that shows that the approach has been a balance.
But what I want to stress is that I'm in the position to represent the European Union. That means 27 Member States.
That's why we have to focus on those things that we agree on and we agree on a lot.

We agree on the two-state solution. That's why we are pushing this and we are part of the coalitions for the two-state
solution, in order to have a balanced approach to talk about the security of Israel, but also the rights of Palestinians.
Then, we also agree that humanitarian law must be followed. That means that civilians and civilian infrastructure cannot
be targeted. We also insist on stopping the killing in Gaza. We also insist on the hostages being released. We also insist
on the humanitarian aid not being politicised and humanitarian aid reaching the people in need. So, there are many
things we agree on.

That’s why I'm also representing the 27 Member States that, you know, also from this Chamber, we have very different
views. Engaging with Israel, we have to do that because we also need to address all these issues. Otherwise we don't
have the possibility to do that. That's why we had the EU-Israel Association Council, where 27 Member States were also
able to raise all these issues.

Then, whoever asked on the Black Sea, we have the Black Sea strategy coming out the end of May. Then, somebody also
talked about the quality of life deteriorating if we invest in defence. I can assure you, if you watch the news, then the
quality of life will be much worse when there is a war. That's why we need to do this, to preserve our quality of life.

Then, when it comes to Syria, yes, there is this balance we have to do. We need to be in a position where this process is
Syria-led, Syria’s own. We welcome the Assad regime falling. So the people of Syria also need to have new opportuni-
ties. That's why we were lifting sanctions so that there will be jobs and no radicalisation in Syria. Of course it presents
risks, but I think we need to avoid also the mistakes we did in Afghanistan, where we don’t have the right and
possibilities to address the issues that are common or are important to Europe. We are not helping the leadership. We
are helping the Syrian people. That is also very important to understand.

Then, on budget: I thank you, also the European Parliament, to have been really pushing for the budget of the European
External Action Service to be taken into account and especially you, Mr Sanchez Amor, for working on this. I think this
is extremely important. On our side, we are working with making the delegations more effective and more modern. I
think this is also a needed from our side.
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On the Western Balkans, I agree with those who are speaking. This is definitely a very important region. It's in Europe,
so we shouldn’t overlook them. Our neighbours’ problems today are our problems tomorrow, so we will work with
that.

And in the end, on the EU-UK security pact, I work towards to have that for the summit. I hope that everybody will
also come on board.

To conclude, I think we must do more for our own security and defence, and we must take greater responsibility to
become stronger. I really thank you for your continued support to making Europe stronger.

David McAllister, rapporteur. — Madam President, 1 would just like to thank the shadow rapporteurs, all the involved
staff members and also the team of the High Representative and Vice-President for the constructive cooperation on this
report and also today’s open debate.

I have listened carefully to all the members who took the floor in the last 90 minutes. My impression is that most of the
political groups and the majority of colleagues in this House want to act in concert towards a stronger common foreign
and security policy. [ do hope to see this reflected during the final vote tomorrow.

The High Representative and the Commission, dear Kaja Kallas, are both explicitly invited to use this report as a guide
for their priorities. Rest assured that we in the European Parliament will try to follow up also on your expectations.

Nicolds Pascual de la Parte, rapporteur. — Madam President, thank you very much indeed. I, as well as my colleague,
have been listening very carefully to all the interventions I think I can draw four main ideas.

The first one is that we have to face a new geopolitical paradigm. This new paradigm changes from the multilateralism
that helps everybody to a zero-sum geopolitics scenario in which the powers like the US, China and Russia are comfor-
table, but we are not.

The second idea is that security is a common global good. If it is a common global good, it is a matter not only for
those in uniform, but the whole society at large. And then we have to mobilise our society to convince and seduce them
that we are defending the lever to the freedom in order to have the support, because the politicians alone will not be
able to get through it.

The third idea I have felt here with all the interventions is a sense of urgency. We have to react quickly because Europe
has in front of us a great challenge, which is to keep our own defence and security in our own hands, and to rise up to
the challenges ahead.

That means not only to have the political will, but to find the political leadership, to mobilise the funding necessary for
that and to row in the same direction. We will be strong if we are united and we will be strong if we have our people,
our voters, behind us.

The fourth idea is that there cannot be peace in Ukraine without justice. If the peace has to be sustained, it has to be
fair. It will not be sustained if it's not fair. And for that, we have to support our Ukrainian friends in order to go with a
strong hand to the negotiating table, in which the European Union, by all means, has to be present.

President. — The debate is closed.
The vote will take place tomorrow.
Written Statements (Rule 178)

Michat Dworczyk (ECR), na pismie. — Szanowni Panistwo, tak, w sprawozdaniu o WPBIO s elementy pozytywne, jak
np. jednoznaczne stanowisko wobec rosyjskiej agresji i innych bezprawnych dziatan Kremla czy tez wspomnienie o
Tarczy Wschéd.

Niestety jest to swego rodzaju zastona dymna, bo sedno tego dokumentu stanowi co$ zupelnie innego.
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To kolejny krok w strong odbierania paistwom czlonkowskim ich traktatowych uprawnien. Nie zgadzam si¢ z probami
ograniczania zasady jednomyslnosci w polityce bezpieczefistwa i obrony. To dla Polski absolutna czerwona linia. Jesli
pozwolimy, by o naszym bezpieczefistwie decydowano wigkszosciag gloséw, to oddamy kluczowe decyzje w rece tych,
ktérzy jeszcze niedawno nazywali Rosje strategicznym partnerem. Tych, kt6rzy ignorowali ostrzezenia pafistw mojego
regionu, prowadzili naiwna polityke wobec Kremla, a wlasne interesy z Putinem przedkladali nad solidarno$¢ i bez-
pieczenstwo Europy.

Dlatego réwnie stanowczo odrzucam postulat europejskiej unii obrony. Nie potrzebujemy fikcji ,strategicznej autono-
mii”. Dublowanie struktur NATO nie wzmocni naszego bezpieczefistwa, a je oslabi, rozbijajac jednos¢ i wigzy trans-
atlantyckie.

Szkoda, ze zamiast jasno wezwaé do wypelniania naszych sojuszniczych zobowigzan wobec NATO, w tym przeznacza-
nia co najmniej 2% PKB na obronno$¢, sprawozdanie skupia si¢ na dzialaniach, ktére tworza jedynie iluzje bezpiec-
zenstwa. Niestety propozycje zawarte w dokumencie w praktyce prowadza do rozmycia odpowiedzialnosci za obron-
no$¢ w nowych strukturach UE, ostabiajac przy tym jednos$¢ Sojuszu.

Aouvkag ®oup)ag (PPE), yparrtac. — Ayannroi cuvadehgot, Suatuyde dev pmope mapd va ekpplion v éviovn fou aviouxia
000V agopd TV andoTact PETaEy Twv apyGv mou diaknplocoupe oty eEWTEPIKT pag MONTIKY Kkat TV mpagewv pag. H
Euponaikr) Eveor) €et kadfkov va Aertoupyel wg SUvapn eprvig kar va mpoaoriCetar to Siedveg Sikawo kar ta avipdmva
dikaopata. Qotoéco, 50 ypovia petd v Toupkikn ewofolr oty Kimpo, i katoyr ouveyiletar, ta avdphmva dikaopata tov
Kunpiov napafralovtar oe kadnpepwr faon, kat 1 EE eEakohoudel va anogelyet va déoel v Toupkia mpo Twv euduvev .

H KEITITA kot i KITAA mpénel va anotelouv epyaleio mpodomiong tov afidv ah\d Kai TGV CUHPEPOVILV HaG, EEKIVOVTAG TPLTA
and v edagikr akepaldTTa TV Kpatdv pekov pac. Q¢ Kumpog, fplokopacte oty mpet ypappn yeomoAtikay eEeNifewy.
AvtipetoniCoupe mpokAoes, Oxt HOVo pe oTpatiwTikoUs 0poug, aAAd kat pécw UPpdikav anethov, epyadetonoinong petava-
OTEUTIKOV podv, Tapafiioewv tou dikaiou e Yahacoag kar dAAec. H otpatyik pag autovopia mpénet va eViaTiKonomvel, Kat
1 KIAA va evioxudel, navia pe oefaopd ot edvikés pag déoeig kat epmeipiec. H Kimpog pmopet kan mpémet va evar evepyog
€raipog oty okodounon pag mo toxuprs Eupanng otov koopo.

Gyorgy Holvényi (PfE), irdsban. — Az Eurdpai Unidnak nagyobb szerepet kell villalnia sajit védelmében, mindezt
szoros egyiittmiikodésben a NATO-val. A kérdés most az, hogy Eurépa hogyan reagil a megvdltozott geopolitikai
helyzetre. Az eurdpai védelmi képességek fejlesztését tgy kell végrehajtanunk, hogy tiszteletben tartjuk a tagdllamok
sajatos biztonsdgpolitikai érdekeit. A védelempolitika tagdllami hataskorbe tartozik.

Fontos leszogezni, hogy Eurdpa védelmének megerGsitése nem Ukrajndrdl szol. Nem engedhetjitk meg, hogy a habort
finanszirozdsa tovdbb meritse ki a tagdllamok készleteit. A forrdsokat sajit védelmi iparunk fejlesztésére kell forditanunk,
nem pedig Ukrajndnak adnunk. Elfogadhatatlan tehdt, hogy minden tagillam a GDP 0,25%-dnak megfelel§ katonai
tdmogatdst nyujtson Ukrajndnak. A romokban é&ll6 orszdg unibs csatlakozdsa vdllalhatatlan anyagi terheket rona
Eurdpdra, ezért helytelen az eurdpai emberek megkérdezése nélkiil kvazi tagallamként kezelni.

Ehelyett olyan kozos fellépésekre kell dsszpontositanunk, amelyek valoban hatékonyak: a terrorizmus elleni fellépés, a
hatarvédelem, az illegdlis migrdci6 elleni kiizdelem és a kiberbiztonsag.

Eurépa erdsitése a cél — de ez Eurdpa jovgjéért torténik, nem Ukrajndért. Az EU nem kapott felhatalmazast a haborts
felfegyverkezésre. A helyes irdny a béke fenntartdsa. Az Unid ereje éppen abban rejlik, hogy képes volt megteremteni és
fenntartani a békét egy olyan kontinensen, amelyet évszdzadokon 4t hdborik szaggattak. Eurépa biztonsigit nem a
héboras logika fenntartdsa biztositja, hanem a versenyképesség és gazdasdgi fejl6dés erdsitése.

Erik Kalifidk (NI), pisomne. — Vyrocnd sprdva o spolo¢nej zahrani¢nej a bezpecnostnej politike za rok 2024 je vykrikom
do tmy. Nie je dévodom na hrdost, ale dokazom odtrhnutia bruselskej elity od reality a jej posadnutosti centralizdciou
moci, ignorujtic volu ndrodov.

LStrategickd autonémia“ znamend viac moci pre byrokratov a menej pre $tity. Odmietam to. Svet nie je hracka euro-
kratov — $taty oznacené za hrozby sa smejd, kym my sa hidame o neuskuto¢nitelnt jednotu. Narodnd suverenita je
zdkladom silnej Eurdpy, nie prekdzkou. Oslavovat Eurépsku sluzbu pre vonkajsiu ¢innost je vysmech. Je to drahy klub
diplomatov bez kontaktu s ludmi. Zahrani¢nd politika patri ndrodnym vlddam, nie tradnikom. Zameranie na militari-
zdciu a ignorovanie hrozieb, ako je nelegdlna migracia ¢i ochrana hranic, ukazuje slepotu EU. Obrana édno, ale nie pod
diktdtom Bruselu snivajiceho o eurdpskej armade. Skutoénd bezpecnost zacina doma. Hlasovanie kvalifikovanou vacsi-
nou je utokom na pravo ndrodov rozhodovat. Jednomyselnost je sila, nie slabost. Sprava to nechdpe — slizi elitdm, nie
Tudom.
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Této spréva je hanbou. Ziadam jej zamietnutie a névrat k Eurépe narodov — silnej a slobodnej.

10. IIpaBara Ha yoBeKa M IeMOKpaUMsATa MO CBeTa M MOIUTHKATa Ha EBpomeiickus cbio3 B Tasn
o6mact — roguuieH goknan 3a 2024 r. (pa3ucksaHe)

President. — The next item is the debate on the report by Isabel Wiseler-Lima, on behalf of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, on human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the matter — annual report
2024 (2024/2081(INI)) (A10-0012/2025).

Isabel Wiseler-Lima, rapporteure. — Madame la Présidente, 'Union européenne est fondée sur des valeurs essentielles: le
respect de la dignité humaine, la liberté, la démocratie, 1'égalité, I'état de droit et le respect des droits de 'homme. Ces
principes sont non seulement inscrits dans nos traités, mais ils sont également le fondement de notre cohésion et de
notre identité en tant qu'Union. Ce Parlement, maison de la démocratie européenne, veut donner une voix a ceux qui
ont été réduits au silence, & ceux dont la vie est menacée simplement parce qu'ils défendent ce qui est juste.

Les droits de 'homme sont universels et indivisibles, et il est de la responsabilité de ce Parlement de condamner ferme-
ment toutes leurs violations. Aujourdhui, il est plus que jamais urgent de rappeler ce principe fondamental.
Malheureusement, ces violations, qui traduisent une régression générale des droits de 'homme, sont de plus en plus
perceptibles a travers le monde. L'ordre multilatéral, fondé sur des regles, est menacé par des régimes de plus en plus
autoritaires. Ce constat n'est pas quune inquiétude théorique, il est en effet une réalité quotidienne, et cette menace
s'accompagne d'un phénomeéne tout aussi préoccupant: les guerres hybrides, qui déstabilisent les sociétés par la désin-
formation et manipulent l'opinion publique, attisant ainsi les tensions et fragilisant nos démocraties.

Dans ce contexte, le combat pour les droits de 'homme, pour la démocratie, la liberté et la justice est plus que jamais
une priorité. Ces principes ne sont en aucun cas a prendre pour acquis. La démocratie et la liberté ne doivent jamais, au
grand jamais, étre considérés comme des acquis. D’ailleurs, les développements mondiaux montrent que, malheureuse-
ment, cest de plus en plus la loi du plus fort, et non celle des lois internationales, qui cherche a s'imposer. Nous ne
laccepterons jamais.

Le rapport que nous présentons aujourd’hui est aussi une réponse collective a cette urgence. Il porte nos valeurs, nos
luttes et nos convictions. 1l est le fruit de négociations et traduit aussi la volonté commune de défendre, au-dela de
nombreux clivages politiques, I'universalité des droits de 'homme et la démocratie. 1l vise a souligner l'importance de
'Union européenne en tant quactrice mondiale de premier plan et la nécessité d'un consensus dans la gestion des crises
liées aux droits de 'homme et de la démocratie.

L'un des défis majeurs que je souhaite souligner est la crise croissante de la responsabilité, celle de I'impunité généralisée
pour les violations des droits de 'homme commises dans le monde entier. Les responsables de ces violations doivent
rendre des comptes. Il est crucial que 'Union européenne plaide activement pour la justice et la fin de limpunité. A cet
égard, je me félicite que, dans le rapport, nous réaffirmions notre soutien indéfectible a la Cour pénale internationale et a
la Cour internationale de justice, qui sont les piliers essentiels d'une justice internationale impartiale et indépendante.

Ensuite, nous le savons, dans notre époque ou l'accessibilité et la rapidité d'internet ainsi que la prolifération des réseaux
sociaux nous submergent de flux d'informations incessants, il devient de plus en plus difficile de faire le tri dans cette
avalanche de données. Aussi le rapport préte-t-il une attention particuliere a la protection des droits de 'homme a l'ére
des technologies numériques. On y condamne les menaces présentes dans la sphére numérique, telles que la surveillance
de masse en ligne et les fermetures d'internet.
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Le rapport souligne également la nécessité d’un controle, d'une transparence stricte et de mesures de protection appro-
priées. 1l fait en outre état de la détérioration de la liberté de la presse dans le monde et condamne la censure exercée sur
les journalistes et les défenseurs des droits de 'homme, notamment au moyen de lois a 'encontre de prétendus «agents
de I'étranger». Les journalistes indépendants sont en premiere ligne dans la lutte contre la désinformation, qui sape les
démocraties. Il est de notre devoir de les protéger, car les protéger eux, c’est garantir 'acces a une information juste pour
les citoyens.

En conclusion, nous devons étre clairs et déterminés. Le combat pour les droits de 'homme, pour la démocratie et pour
la justice doit rester au coeur de nos priorités. Ce rapport, en tant quexpression de notre engagement collectif, est un
appel a l'action, un outil pour affirmer nos valeurs et une occasion de renforcer notre role d’acteur mondial dans la
défense des droits de 'homme et de la démocratie. Ensemble, nous avons la responsabilité de ne jamais céder face aux
forces qui cherchent a affaiblir ces droits qui mettent au centre la dignité humaine.

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members, let me thank the rapporteur, Ms Wiseler-Lima, the shadow rapporteurs and
the other Members who have contributed to the policy on human rights and democracy.

I would like to share with you what I said three weeks ago in the United Nations Security Council. The rules-based
international order enshrined in the UN Charter is a set of universal principles that create the conditions for peace,
prosperity, human rights, dignity and development for all. Yet, 80 years on, we see these principles under heavy fire. We
witness blatant violations of international law, the erosion of democracy, backsliding of human rights, and a strong
pushback against gender equality, invasions of sovereign states and the silencing of media and human rights defenders.

We see attempts to replace the rule of law with the rule of force. As close to home as it can get, Russia’s unprovoked
and full-scale war of aggression against Ukraine is a direct challenge to the rules-based international order and an assault
on sovereignty. Human rights are continuously trampled on in this war.

In the Middle East, the conflict between Israel and Gaza is another reminder of how fragile human rights are in times of
violent conflict. And as your 2024 report underlines, the threat from authoritarian and illiberal regimes on human
rights is only increasing.

I will spare you with listing too many recent examples, we all know and see what is happening throughout the world,
from our direct neighbourhood to all other directions. But hope is never lost. Now the fall of the Assad regime in
December 2024 ended 54 years of brutal dictatorship for the people of Syria. Yes, I agree there are immense challenges
ahead. For the transition to succeed, the rights of all Syrians without distinction must be guaranteed and protected. But
there is hope nonetheless. The European Union must do what it can, wherever it can, to keep this hope alive, not least
because defending human rights and democracy is not only a Treaty obligation, but a strategic interest and an invest-
ment in peace and prosperity.

Over 10 000 high risk human rights defenders received EU support in 2024. We have supported over 80 000 people
since 2015. At a time of shifting policies, funding cuts and growing unpredictability, the EU remains a steadfast and
predictable partner on human rights and democracy. We have renewed our commitment by extending the Action plan
on human rights and democracy until 2027. Two weeks ago, the European Union adopted a 349 million package for
worldwide human rights and democracy funding up to 2027, and we will counter the pushback against gender equality,
the rights of women, girls and LGBTIQ+ people.

As your report shows, the European Union remained an active supporter of the UN’s work to protect human rights in
2024. We advocated for adequate funding of the UN human rights pillar, supported the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and pushed for fact finding and accountability.
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The EU has always underlined that the respect of the international humanitarian law by state and non-state actors, and
accountability for violations committed, are the cornerstone for peace and security. This is why the European Union also
stands by the International Criminal Court and the principles enshrined in the Rome Statute. We are all aware of the
growing urgency of supporting the court, both financially but also diplomatically, and we are exploring available tools
and possible measures that could be put in place to protect the court and its personnel and mitigate the risks. I met the
president of the court last month to reiterate the support of the European Union.

We also have the EU global human rights sanctions regime established in 2020, which enables the European Union to
impose restrictive measures on individuals or entities that commit serious human rights violations or abuses. In 2024,
we moved fast to impose several restrictive measures under the sanctions regime, in particular in Russia, the Middle East
and North Korea.

This demonstrates our determination to strengthen our role in addressing serious human rights violations and abuses
worldwide. Last year, it was a super election year, with over 75 countries holding elections. The EU election observation
missions remained essential for enhancing the integrity of electoral processes and reinforcing democratic governance.

We will continue to support strong parliaments, independent media journalists and democratic actors at the frontline in
the most challenging contexts, and I will definitely work with the European Parliament in this field.

I also look forward to publishing my own annual report on human rights and democracy for 2024, so I look forward to
the discussions.

Abir Al-Sahlani, rapporteur for the opinion of the FEMM Committee. — Madam President, Madam High Representative, the
world is in turmoil. In the heart of all that are the attacks on human rights: war, sexual violence, crimes against
humanity, climate crisis, man-made disasters, state-capturing oligarchs that tear down humanitarian aid. The ICC is
being threatened; the ICJ is undermined; international law as we have known it is no longer existing. Nobody is coming
to the rescue either. This fight will have to be ours to take.

There is much to talk about defence now, but if we cannot even defend our fundamental human rights, what are our
armies going to be defending?

The fight back must start now, and this is how: put the right to abortion in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union; create a consent-based definition of rape; prohibit discrimination across the EU; strip anti-democrats
like Viktor Orbdn of powers.

Enough of democratic backsliding, anti-gender backlash and racism. The buck must stop now.

Antonio Lépez-Istiiriz White, en nombre del Grupo PPE. — Sefiora presidenta, la democracia y el respeto a los derechos
humanos en el mundo estdn en declive. Es un hecho. No lo digo yo, lo dicen los informes del Freedom House y otras
renombradas organizaciones que estudian la materia. Podria citar muchos casos, como Rusia, Cuba, Venezuela, Irdn,
Nicaragua. Los sospechosos habituales: autocracias que persiguen a sus ciudadanos, dentro y fuera de sus fronteras, y
promueven deliberadamente un proceso de erosion democrética en el mundo. Y todo ello ante el silencio de la extrema
izquierda en este Parlamento y en Europa. Silencio complice y a veces de colaboraci6n.

Lo que me preocupa es como actuamos ante el proceso de erosién democrética en nuestro propio mundo occidental.
No podemos aceptar que se persiga a jueces por intentar cumplir la ley. No podemos permitir que se persiga a los
medios de comunicacién por hacer su trabajo de investigacién e informacién. No podemos callar ante politicos que
justifican el terrorismo y se callan ante el antisemitismo, politicos que utilizan el reto migratorio y la tragedia humana
que todo ello conlleva con fines politicos.

¢Y saben dénde suceden estas cosas? En mi propio pais, en Espafia.

Francisco Assis, em nome do Grupo S&ED. — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Vice-Presidente da Comissdo, este é um
momento particularmente importante da vida deste Parlamento.
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Nio podemos ignorar que os direitos humanos, perspetivados como direitos universais, tiveram a sua origem precisa-
mente aqui na Europa, no ano de 1789, aquando da grande Revolugdo Francesa. Foi esse o primeiro momento em que
n6s definimos que os direitos humanos, embora aplicados a um pais, tinham verdadeira dimensdo universal.

De entdo para cd, fizeram um longo caminho, mas a verdade é que, no dltimo ano, assistimos a um gravissimo retro-
cesso dos direitos humanos praticamente em todo o mundo.

Olhando para o que se passou, podemos referir, podemos enunciar vérios problemas graves.

As democracias estdo em recuo. H4 hoje muito mais autocracias do que democracias por esse mundo inteiro e, sobre-
tudo, o valor da democracia é amplamente questionado em vdrias partes do mundo.

As execucdes tém aumentado. Os condenados a morte tém aumentado. A violéncia que é exercida sobre as mulheres em
algumas zonas do mundo tem aumentado de forma assustadora e tenho aqui que referir, em particular, essa forma
extrema de violéncia que ¢é a violéncia sexual exercida sobre as mulheres. Em torno da corrida as matérias-primas
criticas, que sdo fundamentais para o nosso proprio desenvolvimento tecnoldgico, para as transi¢des digitais e climdticas
em que estamos empenhados, em torno disso também se estdo a criar novas situagdes que pdem em causa os direitos
humanos.

As grandes companhias tecnoldgicas que operam um pouco por todo o mundo criam novos problemas de desrespeito
pelos direitos humanos no universo digital. O Tribunal Penal Internacional, como foi ainda agora aqui, e muito bem,
referenciado, é hoje objeto de uma contestagio e de um ataque sem precedentes que pode por em causa a sua propria
viabilidade.

Por isso mesmo, ndo temos razdes para estar otimistas. Temos a obrigacdo de estar atentos e de continuar a apoiar
todos aqueles que, nos mais diversos pontos do mundo, lutam heroicamente pela afirmacio dos direitos humanos.

Christophe Bay, au nom du groupe PfE. — Madame la Présidente, je me félicite que le Parlement européen puisse chaque
année se pencher sur la situation des droits de 'homme et de la démocratie. Toutefois, je me dois de dire que ce rapport
est incomplet.

Connaissez-vous, en effet, un pays ot le double degré de juridiction, principe fondamental des droits de la défense, est
supprimé? Connaissez-vous un pays ol un juge s'autorise a écrire dans un jugement que son objectif est d’empécher une
candidate de se présenter a I'élection présidentielle? Connaissez-vous un pays ou le principe de proportionnalité, c'est-a-
dire le rapport entre le niveau de sanction et la faute supposée commise, n'est pas appliqué? Eh bien, ce pays, je suis
triste de le dire, c’est mon pays, cest la France.

En effet, ce qui s'est passé hier est extrémement grave, et, depuis le jugement rendu a I'encontre de Marine Le Pen et
dautres élus, la France a hélas toute sa place dans ce rapport consacré aux violations des droits de 'homme dans le
monde.

Arkadiusz Mularczyk, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Przed nami raport, ktéry jak wiele podobnych
dokumentéw zawiera zapisy godne poparcia, jak i takie, ktére wymagaja korekty i uzupelnienia. Jako kontrsprawo-
zdawca chcialbym podkresli¢ kilka istotnych kwestii, ktére powinny by¢ uwzglednione w dalszych pracach nad tym
dokumentem. Zachgcam pafistwa szczegdlnie do poparcia zapiséw dotyczacych obrony praw mniejszosci religijnych
na $wiecie. Przypomne, Ze najbardziej przeSladowang dotychczas grupa religijng sa chrzescijanie, i dlatego podczas
glosowania bede solidaryzowat si¢ z ich sprawa, popierajac odpowiednie fragmenty raportu. Zwracam si¢ réwniez o
poparcie poprawki nr 75, w ktérej podnoszone s3 niepokojace doniesienia o przypadkach, w ktérych fundusze instytu-
¢ji migdzynarodowych, w tym agencji Stanéw Zjednoczonych ds. rozwoju miedzynarodowego i nawet Unii Europejskiej,
mialy wspiera¢ grupy angazujace si¢ w aktywizm polityczny wymierzony w demokratycznie wybrane rzady, w tym w
moim kraju, w Polsce.

Wzywam Uni¢ do pelnej wspolpracy z Parlamentem, dziennikarzami i opinig publiczng w celu wyja$nienia tych sytuacji
oraz ustanowienia przejrzystych zasad i skutecznych mechanizméw kontroli wydatkowania tych funduszy. Zgodnie z
artykulem 21 Traktatu o Unii Europejskiej wspélnota musi opiera¢ relacje z pafistwami trzecimi na demokracji, posza-
nowaniu prawa i godnosci czlowieka. Niestety nie wszyscy partnerzy Unii Europejskiej, tak jak miedzy innymi Kuba,
wypelniaja te zobowigzania, mimo iz od lat korzystajg z preferencji wynikajacych z uméw z Unig Europejska. Zblizajace
si¢ wystuchanie publiczne w podkomisji DROI powinno by¢ poczatkiem szerszej debaty i, mam nadziejg, rezolucji w tej
sprawie. Apeluje o rozsadng, zréwnowazong oceng raportu oraz poparcie poprawek, ktére wzmacniajg nasze wartosci i
chronig suwerenno$¢ oraz interesy Unii Europejskiej i jej pafistw cztonkowskich.
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Barry Andrews, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, High Representative Kallas, 193 member states have
signed the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. And yet, as the rapporteur pointed out in her opening remarks,
human rights is in retreat.

Everywhere, human rights defenders are under siege, and this report seeks to position the European Union at the centre
of the defence of human rights, not just because it's the right thing to do, there is extensive evidence which asserts that
while rights are protected, poverty and inequalities decrease, where women are afforded economic opportunities,
poverty rates decline. These are the principles that define this European Union.

But we must also get our own House in order. And I am concerned about the extent to which our external action, in
particular our bilateral agreements, do not contain adequate human rights assessments. For example, the MoU with
Tunisia. For example, the Critical Raw Materials Agreement with Rwanda.

I thank the rapporteur and all of the fellow shadows for their good work and cooperation and I strongly recommend
this report to the House.

Catarina Vieira, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, dear Ms Kallas, we look back on a
year marked by the disregard of international law, kerbs on freedom of expression, shrinking civic spaces and a setback
for women'’s rights. Human rights defenders face growing threats while discrimination against LGBTQi+ people persists.
Huge issues like forced labour, torture and the death penalty continue to go on.

So, the question is: how is the world reacting? Well, from the White House we see a prime example of selfish foreign
policy and transactionality. And here in the EU, some seem tempted to sing to the same tune, because, let’s face it, our
leaders are happy to turn a blind eye on human rights if our trade or migration interests are at stake, or if it means we
get access to critical raw materials.

International law violations are being met with deafening silence from the EU and from the international community if
they are considered to be done by our partners, like Isracl. We tolerate attacks on the ICC and ICJ from the other side of
the Atlantic and do very little in their defence. We criticise the unjustifiable cuts to USAID, while some of our Member
States, led by the far right, slash their own development corporation budgets, and we stand here and we regret the
downwards trend and we call for a better future.

If the EU starts to give up on human rights, how do we expect others to uphold them? Do we want to live in a world
where international law is just a suggestion? If we don’t want to be here next year talking again about the further
deterioration of human rights in the world, the road is very clear: we must reject a transactional foreign policy approach
and stop our double standards.

Kathleen Funchion, on behalf of The Left Group. — A Uachtardin, across the globe, we are witnessing an increasing assault
on international humanitarian law and human rights. This must be challenged regardless of where it takes place, and
this Parliament must set the highest of standards when it comes to upholding the values of human rights and democ-
racy.

For us in Ireland, this Parliament must firmly oppose any rollback on justice for victims of the conflict in the north of
our country. The British Government must respect the rulings of the European Court of Human Rights, as it is an
essential part of our human rights architecture.

Given that Britain has signed up to the European Convention on Human Rights, we in this Parliament must demand
that they abide by rulings of the court. We need a victim-focused approach when it comes to the legacy of our past, so
that families can finally have the justice that they are entitled to.

Petr Bystron, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen! Wir sprechen heute tiber
die Verletzungen von Menschenrechten und Gefahren fiir die Demokratie, und das ist gut so, das ist ein sehr wichtiges
Thema. Die Kollegin Wiseler-Lima, die Berichterstatterin, hat auch gesagt, man sollte alle diese Verletzungen ahnden. Wir
sind aber nicht die United Nations, wir sind das EU-Parlament, also lassen Sie uns uns einfach erst mal auf unser Gebiet
konzentrieren; auch hier gibt es einiges, was schiefluft.
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Oft wird Justiz missbraucht zur Unterdriickung der Opposition — ein Kollege hat das hier schon angesprochen; Marine
Le Pen ist das aktuellste Beispiel in Frankreich. Aber die Regierung Tusk in Polen verfolgt den Kollegen Marcin
Romanowski so, dass er um Asyl in Ungarn ersuchen musste. In Deutschland hatten wir Michael Ballweg, den
Anfihrer der aulerparlamentarischen Opposition, neun Monate im Knast ohne ein Gerichtsurteil, und jiingst jetzt in
Ruminien wurde Cilin Georgescu daran gehindert, an der Prisidentschaftswahl teilzunehmen. Das sollten wir aufarbei-
ten.

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). - Madam President, the EU is not only an economic and political union. Two of our corner-
stones are human rights and democracy.

Looking around the world, we see increasing threats to these principles. Authoritarian regimes are suppressing civil
society, independent media and political opposition. But the misuse of EUR 2.9 million, as it was done by Le Pen and
her party members, that has nothing to do with political oppression. It is justice if someone is doing criminal acts that
he is sentenced or she is sentenced, in this case.

The space for human rights defenders is shrinking worldwide. Therefore, we must remain a force that protects human
rights in its Member States and we have to fight around the globe as our High Representative Kaja Kallas mentioned it.

Elisabeth Grossmann (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissarin, werte Damen und Herren! Ich kann gleich an
meinen Vorredner und Kollegen Lopatka nahtlos anschlielen. Ich mochte auf die Frage eingehen, was das europdische
Lebensmodell ist, was die Europiische Union ausmacht. Da bekommt man eigentlich als Erstes die Antwort: der Einsatz
fiir Menschenrechte und Demokratie.

Wie der Bericht zeigt, sind weltweit echte Demokratien, die Menschenrechte achten, eher die Ausnahme als die Regel,
mit besorgniserregender Tendenz nach unten. Insbesondere Menschenrechte von Frauen geraten immer mehr in
Bedringnis; das Selbstbestimmungsrecht iiber den eigenen Korper, die Art und Weise zu leben, sich zu kleiden — etwa
wenn im Iran oder in Afghanistan Frauen selbst bei einfachen Verstolen gegen die Kleiderordnung per App angezeigt
werden konnen, oder wenn in den USA Abtreibungsrechte aufgehoben werden und auch in Europa immer mehr in
Frage gestellt werden — selbst hier im Haus.

Wachsam miissen wir auch sein, wenn die sexuelle Orientierung Grund fiir Diskriminierung und Verfolgung ...

(Die Présidentin entzieht der Rednerin das Wort.)

Silvia Sardone (PfE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, siamo qui a esaminare la relazione sui diritti umani e la
democrazia nel mondo e quello che leggiamo ¢ spesso sconcertante: ideologia ovunque e omissioni gravissime.

C'¢ un intero capitolo dedicato ai diritti degli immigrati, in cui si parla di crescita della xenofobia, del razzismo e della
discriminazione contro i migranti, vittime di una crescente disumanizzazione; nessun accenno alla necessita di fermare
limmigrazione irregolare e al ruolo di alcune ONG complici del traffico di uomini.

Silenzio sul trattamento orribile verso le donne in numerosi paesi islamici che, ricordo, non hanno firmato la Carta
universale dei diritti del’'uomo; ne hanno creata una diversa, una Carta araba dei diritti dell'uomo, in cui all’articolo tre
addirittura si parla di discriminazioni positive, previste in favore delle donne dalla sharia islamica.

Non una parola, inoltre, sui 360 milioni di cristiani perseguitati nel mondo.

Bisogna concentrarsi sulle vere emergenze per I'Europa: I'espansione dellislamismo, che mina i nostri valori e i nostri
diritti, e il dilagare dell'insicurezza nelle nostre citta, spesso aggravata da un'immigrazione fuori controllo.
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Sophie Wilmeés (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Haute Représentante, en 2024 la démocratie et les droits
de 'homme ont encore reculé dans le monde. Vous l'avez dit, Madame la rapporteure, notre Union est fondée sur des
valeurs — larticle 2, qui guide aussi ses relations extérieures, l'article 21 —, et ce Parlement y contribue également: de par
son travail politique, bien siir — une soixantaine de textes en un an —, a travers le Groupe de soutien a la démocratie et
de coordination des élections et ses nombreux instruments, ou encore grace au prix Sakharov et a ses initiatives, qui
aident les défenseurs des droits de 'homme depuis 'année de leur création.

Alors, quand j'entends certains collegues estimer par exemple que la liberté d’expression, c’est aussi la liberté de tromper,
la liberté d’arnaquer, ou que les élections sont libres alors qu'elles ont été clairement manipulées — et que dire de ces
deux derniers jours, ot 'on entend a l'envi que certaines personnes sont au-dessus des lois — eh bien, je dois vous le
dire, C'est un sérieux avertissement pour tous les démocrates.

Le rapport soumis au vote incarne bien les valeurs et les idéaux qu’a toujours portés notre Parlement. Il est censé étre le
bilan de l'année écoulée, mais il est aussi, certainement, devenu une boussole pour les années a venir.

Mounir Satouri (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, Madame la Haute Représentante, le monde
s'effondre, en silence, sous nos yeux, et 'Europe se tait. Face a 'impérialisme et aux populismes, 'Union européenne
donne l'impression de s’excuser au lieu de résister. On hésite a dénoncer Trump de peur de provoquer un caprice ou une
réaction malsaine. Au contraire, I'Union européenne devrait s'ériger fierement comme un contre-modéle, hurler au
monde le droit a la justice, a la diversité et a la dignité!

Mais que redoutez-vous encore? Il piétine déja le droit international, il soutient déja les criminels de guerre, il affaiblit
déja l'aide humanitaire, la santé, I'éducation... Madame Kallas, 'Europe doit cesser de murmurer, elle doit affronter son
projet avec fierté, avec détermination! Elle doit défendre la Cour pénale internationale, revendiquer la lutte contre toutes
les dominations et gérer ses frontiéres avec humanité. Face a la loi du plus fort, soyez la justice!

Alvise Pérez (NI). — Sefiora presidenta, bueno, primero, antes que nada, jbravo! Admiro la capacidad teatral de los que
venis aqui a sermonearnos sobre derechos humanos en el mundo. Pero si luego, cuando os pregunto a algunos en
comision, no tenéis ni idea de la mayorfa de guerras que hay hoy dia fuera de la Unién Europea.

Pero, bueno, vamos a hablar de derechos humanos. Pero vamos a hacerlo sobre Europa. ;Qué ha dicho la Comision
Europea sobre el uso ilegal de armas sénicas contra civiles en Serbia —de lo que nos enteramos gracias a las redes
sociales como otras tantas cosas—? ;Qué han dicho sobre sabotear la candidatura legitima de Georgescu en Rumania o
sobre prohibir presentarse a las elecciones francesas a la candidata mds votada del pais, simplemente porque, en fin, no
les gusta la gestion de fondos por parte de Le Pen?

Hoy mismo han arrebatado en este mismo Pleno la inmunidad parlamentaria al diputado alemédn Petr Bystron por
atreverse a publicar un simple meme satirico, jpor un meme satirico! jTodos los derechos politicos de un eurodiputado!
JEsta es la libertad que defendemos en la Unién Europea?

A mi mismo —les pongo un ejemplo— me quieren inhabilitar por movilizar pacificamente a mds de veinte
mil espafioles en las protestas de Madrid contra Pedro Sdnchez del afio pasado.

Sefiores, esta Europa que tanto habla de derechos humanos no es que esté agonizando, es que estd muerta. Ustedes solo
son los buitres que se comen los trozos de lo que queda de esta Europa.

Liudas Mazylis (PPE). — Pirmininke, vyriausioji jgaliotine, kolegos. Sovietmecio politinis kalinys Petras Plumpa, nepa-
lauziamas optimistas, yra sakes: ,Dvylika mety kaléjimo? - tai jeigu tik dél gero reikalo!“. Ir geras reikalas tada laiméjo,
Soviety Sgjunga suiro. Dabar svarstom 21 amZiaus situacijg ir, deja, konstatuojam, kad padétis kritiné, politiniy kaliniy
skai¢ius siekia milijong, iskaitant katastrofiska Zmogaus teisiy blogéjimg Baltarusijoje, dél Rusijos vykdomo karo
Ukrainoje, o ir pacioje Rusijoje. Diktatiiros be ceremonijy kopijuoja uZsienio agenty jstatyma, regime pilna pazeidimy
spektra. Pranesimo autoré visapusiskai jvertino problema, pasitilé sisteminius sprendimus, sinergija, teikiant resursus, o
tai, tikime, leis parodyti, kg gali susitelkusi Europa.
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Marco Tarquinio (S&D). — Signora Presidente, signora Alta rappresentante, onorevoli colleghi, assistiamo, purtroppo, a
un costante e sempre pitt allarmante peggioramento dei diritti umani a livello globale.

La relazione che ¢ stata predisposta ne da il senso e la profondita: dalla Palestina al Sudan, dal Congo ad Haiti, crisi,
involuzioni autoritarie e guerre dilagano, mietono tragicamente vittime.

Quando parliamo e diciamo la nostra sui diritti umani nel mondo, dobbiamo anche ragionare seriamente su noi stessi,
sul ruolo dell'Unione europea nel difenderli, i diritti umani e i valori comuni a livello internazionale, soprattutto oggi
che le istituzioni multilaterali poste al loro presidio sono sotto attacco.

Grazie per le indicazioni che ci ha offerto, Alta rappresentante.

Abbiamo alternato, bisogna ammetterlo, capacita di incidere e difendere le persone e i loro diritti fondamentali all'iner-
zia: male. E ancor peggio sarebbe subordinare, o addirittura sostituire, la priorita dei diritti umani coniugata agli aiuti
allo sviluppo con quella di contrasto alla migrazione umana, a qualsiasi costo umano.

Dobbiamo assolutamente ritrovare bussola e riprendere la rotta.

Andréds Laszl6 (PfE). — Tisztel Elnok Asszony! Az Eurdpai Parlamentnek a kedvenc foglalatossdga, hogy kioktassa a
vildgot demokracidbdl és emberi jogokbdl. Es eljott a pillanat megint: a 2024-es emberi jogi jelentésrdl vitatkozhatunk.

Az Eurdpai Unié egy béke- és szabadsdgprojekt. Viszont jé lenne jo példaval elol jarni. Szdmos alkalommal hangzik el
az Eur6pai Parlamentben, és ennek a jelentésnek a szerzdi is azt kovetelik, hogy az EU kiilkapcsolataiban meghatdrozd
szerepe legyen az emberi jogi megkozelitésnek.

De ha a vildg irna jelentést rélunk, az Eurdpai Uniérdl, vajon mi lenne benne? Nem aggddhatndnak amiatt, hogy néhany
hoénap alatt két orszdgban is két vezet§ elnokjeloltet kizdrtak a versenybdl? Semmilyen diploméciai eréfeszitést nem tesz
az EU, hogy ujra béke legyen Ukrajndban? Mikozben koztudott, hogy a hdborti a legstlyosabb kockdzat az emberi jogok
érvényesiilése szempontjabol.

A korrupci6s tigyek sorozatosan robbannak ki Briisszelben. Taldn a vildg tobbi orszdga fogadjon el szankcidkat a mi
vezetSink ellen? Es az tigyeket még lehetne sorolni. Itt lenne az ideje, hogy az EU-bdl 1ijbdl egy béke- és szabadsig-
projektet csindljunk.

(A felszdlal6 hajlandé vdlaszolni egy kékkdrtyds kérdésre)

Catarina Vieira (Verts/ALE), blue-card question. — Dear colleague, you and your colleagues have repeatedly used this
debate on human rights to raise the issue of Marine Le Pen.

My question to you is: yesterday, when our group proposed a debate on corruption, on this case, how did you vote? If
you voted against, why are you instead using this platform to make the points that you could have voted on a debate to
speak about?

Andriés Liszl6 (PfE), blue-card answer. — We had our own proposal to talk about this. We wanted to talk about this here
in the European Parliament, so we supported this proposal — our proposal, of course.

I believe it’s a very serious issue that courts decide instead of European citizens and voters. They have all the informa-
tion necessary to make their choice.

In my country, just recently, we had a by-election because of a criminal case against a Member of Parliament. He
resigned. We had new elections and people voted. Unfortunately, the socialist criminal was re-elected.

It's a very sad situation, but I believe that people can make the right choice for themselves. It's not for courts to decide
instead of elections.

President. — If someone is not sentenced, it is not allowed to call him a criminal. We have to clear that up.
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Aoukag ®ouphag (PPE). — Kupia TTpoedpe, kupia Emitpone, ouyyapnmipia ot ouvadehgo Isabel Lima yia v eEarpetin
douhewd . H Eupenaikn Evoon ogeilet va eivat ouvenr|s ot apyés kat tig agieg mou umepaomiletal. Aev pmopoupe va £xoupe
daopetikés avridpaoeis ota 1d1 yeyovota, avaloya He TO TOI0G €VAL O UTIGHTIOC 1] TIOLOL €IVAL TOL GURQEPOVTA HaC. AUTH 1)
em\ekTiki] evatodnola anoyorntevel TG PINOEUPLTIOIKES SUVALIELG KaL UTIOVOEVEL TV aglomioTia pag.

Tati Undpyer eKKOQAVTIKY o1MT amévavit oe diktdtopes, onwg yia napadeypa o Erdogan, o omoog gulakiler dnpoocioypa-
@ouc, kataotéNel kdde dtagopetikr) @wvr), modonatel Ta avdphmva dikaopata ke mapafialer kade apyn Sikaoolvng kat
woovopiag; O koopog atoug Spopoug g Toupkiag nra Snpokpatia, kar avtl yio e\evdepia maipver kataotolr), dwéeg kat
guhakioeis. Kau epeic orwnolpe, étopot va dwooupe otov Erdogan oca anartel anod epag. Tati; Enedn eivan 1oxupog;

Av 1 Euponn dékel va eivar gapog dnpokpatiag kar dikaioouvng, mpemel va mayet va goPatal va el Ta mpAyHata [e TO OVoud
TOUG. Aev pmopel 1 owwnr va eivar 1 oAtk pag, yiati pia Eupenn mou owwna eivar o Euponn mou cuvavel. Ki epeic dev
prmopoupe va ouvawvésoupe oty adikia. Ta avdpomva dikaopata eivar 1 Baon e Unapéic pag og Eupomn. Ag ta dw-
gulaEoupe Nomodv yia OAOUG, pakpLd and CURPEPOVTOL

Chloé Ridel (S&D). — Madame la Présidente, chére Madame Kallas, alors que le monde n’a jamais eu autant besoin de
paix et de coopération pour faire face aux défis du XXI¢ siecle — a commencer par le réchauffement climatique —, le
spectre de la guerre refait surface. Les dépenses militaires mondiales atteignent 2 300 milliards d’euros. Elles n'ont jamais
été aussi élevées et représentent dix fois le montant de l'aide publique au développement.

La montée de lautoritarisme, cette internationale réactionnaire qui rassemble depuis Donald Trump jusqua Viktor
Orban, est la plus grande menace contre les droits fondamentaux et contre nos libertés. Pour nous, le combat pour les
droits de 'homme n'est pas juste un impératif moral ou de justice: c’est notre intérét, c'est notre sécurité. Alors faisons
plus! Si nous sommes, comme nous le disons, le continent de la dignité humaine, montrons-le! Nous devons défendre le
droit international partout, sans géométrie variable, et nous en sommes bien loin — quand on voit ce qu'on a accepté
tout au long de cette année 2024, notamment les exactions qui ont eu lieu a Gaza, dont nous n‘aurions jamais accepté
le dixieme en Ukraine!

Utilisons notre arsenal de sanctions et protégeons les institutions internationales chargées de rendre justice! Finangons
notre dissuasion militaire, mais aussi notre développement!

(L'oratrice accepte une question carton bleu)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Deputada Ridel,
falou na violacdo de direitos humanos, fez referéncia a varios aspetos importantes, nomeadamente em relacdo aquilo que
se passa na Palestina e na Faixa de Gaza, e isso é muito importante que seja sublinhado.

Mas queria colocar-lhe uma outra questdo: nio entende que, num debate sobre direitos humanos, deviamos também
tratar de questdes que tém que ver com a pobreza, com a falta de acesso a habitacio, com a falta de acesso a satde e a
educagdo, que sio verdadeiramente direitos humanos, que deviam ser reconhecidos como tal e que deveriam ser conc-
retizados ndo apenas na perspetiva de direitos individuais que sdo, mas também como fundamentos dos regimes democ-
raticos que nds queremos construir?

Chloé Ridel (S&D), réponse carton bleu. — Mais si, vous avez parfaitement raison, il y a plus de 250 millions d’enfants, en
Poccurrence, qui, dans le monde, sont privés du droit a 'éducation, par exemple. Nous devons prendre conscience que
notre sécurité ne découlera pas uniquement de l'investissement, pourtant nécessaire, dans la dissuasion militaire, mais
aussi d'une politique de développement robuste, parce que c’est comme cela qu'on aidera a la stabilité mondiale et a la
paix sur le moyen et le long terme.

1l faut donc, quand on parle de droits fondamentaux, se donner aussi les moyens de financer le développement a travers
le monde, et notamment les droits des femmes et des filles. Si 'on est conscient que cette internationale réactionnaire,
dont je parlais juste avant, est aussi une internationale masculiniste, il faut que nous défendions — et je me tourne vers
vous, Madame Kallas — une diplomatie féministe et que nous considérions I'égalité entre les femmes et les hommes
comme une politique de sécurité.
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Hermann Tertsch (PfE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora alta representante, otra vez el informe sobre derechos humanos
que ya hoy en dia es un sarcasmo.

Vamos a ver, jqué lecciones vamos a dar de derechos humanos nosotros, ahora, al mundo cuando los Gobiernos y la
Comisién estdn estrangulando ya sistemdticamente la libertad de expresion, cuando censuran e imponen cordones de
acoso a partidos democréticos que denuncian el fracaso de su politica que nos hace cada vez mds pobres y menos libres,
cuando se felicitan de inhabilitar a los favoritos de las elecciones como se inhabilita en Venezuela pero ahora en Bucarest
y en Paris —y quién sabe dénde serd la siguiente—, cuando financian a la criminal dictadura de Cuba, cuando pagan a
ONG que hacen trdfico de ilegales y destruyen la seguridad europea, cuando las embajadas de la Unién Europea han
apoyado a candidatos narcocomunistas en Iberoamérica que hoy tienen cientos de presos politicos?

Sefiora Kallas, ;cudntas veces ha hablado usted de los presos politicos de Iberoamérica? ;Cudntas veces en los tiltimos
seis meses ha hablado usted, por ejemplo, de Jeanine Afiez en Bolivia, que hizo un trabajo sobre unién en la Unién
Europea? Y no tenemos ninguna reaccion por parte de ustedes.

Hemos perdido toda la credibilidad de la Unién Europea y no la vamos a recuperar.

Eppavouri Kegaloyiavvig (PPE). — Kupla Tpoedpe, oe évav xdopo mou aM\aler, 1 Euponaik Eveon evar o depato-
PUAaKAG TV apyGv kat Tov aglov g dnpokpatiag kat Tov avdpenivev dikatwpdtev. Tia va ekmhnpaoet aut) ) onoudaia
anoctoAr, 1 Euponn ypeialetar va dwoet anavtrjoeig kat AUcelg ota mpofAijpata e KOweviag oto ecwteptko e Eupwmnaikng
Eveone. Na deiéer ot 1 Euponaik Eveon dev eivar tkavr] povo oto eminedo tov SiaknpuEewv, al\d o eivar oxupr| otov
OIKOVOIKO TOHEN KAl GTOV TOpéN TG ac@aletag kat g apuvac. H oxUs g dnpokpatiag oty Eupenaikn Eveon Ja npénel va
yivetar avono kat cefaot and giloug kar avumdAoug.

Kupieg kar kUptot ouvadehgor, o Winston Churchill é\eye ot 1 dnpokpartia eivar to xeipdtepo moliteupa, al\d to kakUtepo
mou epnupe o avdpanivog vous. 'Hpde Nomdv n opa tev anogdoewv yia v Eupemn, v Eupann e dnpokpatiag kat tev
aVIPOTIVOV dIKUOUATOVY.

Evin Incir (S&D). — Madam President, democracy must be defended and developed always, all the time.

In the past 25 years, we have witnessed the trend towards autocratisation, to the point where seven out of ten persons
globally now live in undemocratic countries. It is a global crisis we are talking about.

It often starts with a with hate speech and attack on freedom of speech. We see this trend all across the world, including
in the US, in the EU, and even in my own country, Sweden, we can see how hate speech from representatives from
some political parties has increased. These undemocratic forces wear different masks, but their ideological roots are the
same — same-same, different names.

What is even more concerning are those who compromise with these forces, normalising them and becoming depen-
dent on them. Undemocratic forces should not be tolerated. We must build a firewall against them.

To the EPP Group here in the European Parliament and across the EU: yes, I'm talking to you. Wake up. Join the right
side of history and stop bending for these forces.

Alice Teodorescu Mawe (PPE). — Fru talman! Att ménniskor anvinds som ammunition i diktaturers hybridkrigsforing
dr definitionen av anti-humanism. Se bara hur Putin lurat, lockat och pressat migranter mot EU:s grinser.

Losningen pé dessa cyniska attacker r inte att Oppna grinserna. Europa kan inte fortsitta ta emot ekonomiska migran-
ter i den utstrackning vi har gjort.

Jag vilkomnar dirfor i detta sammanhang att drets betdnkande klargor att EU maéste ta ansvar for att sprida information
i syfte att forhindra att personer utan asylskal reser mot Europa. Det dr helt avgorande for att {3 ett slut pad hybridkrig-
foringen med migranter.

I EU ska vi hjilpa de mest behovande — inte de mest lyckligt lottade eller de hitlurade. Men sjilva processen bor
framéver skotas utanfor EU for att minimera incitamenten for olagliga och livsfarliga resor i smugglarnas och hybrid-
krigarnas regi.
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Catch-the-eye procedure

Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuda, kolegice i kolege, ja ¢u se osvrnuti na utjecaj digitalnih tehnologija
koje utjeCu na ljudska prava. Samo ¢u vas podsjetiti da krhka demokracija moze biti izuzetno opasna jer je podlozna
unutarnjim i vanjskim prijetnjama i upravo one mogu dovesti do njezinog urusavanja ili prelaska u takozvane autokrat-
ske sustave. Evo nekoliko klju¢nih razloga zasto je to ozbiljan problem. Prije svega, podloZnost manipulaciji i populizmu
jer Cesto imaju slabe institucije, §to omogucava populistima i autoritarnim liderima da preuzmu vlast manipulacijom
javnog mijenja. Dezinformacije i propaganda izazivaju polarizaciju u drustvu. Slabost vladavine prava. Sigurnosni kon-
tekst. Imamo kompleksne sigurnosne prijetnje koje ukljucuju kiberneticke napade na kriti¢nu infrastrukturu, institucije i
privatne kompanije. Dezinformacijske kampanje s ciljem destabilizacije demokratskih procesa. U tom kontekstu dola-
zimo i do ove tocke, a to je ozbiljno narusavanje ljudskih prava u brojnim segmentima.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Kallas, en un mundo turbulento de desorden global
en el que los autoritarismos y las autocracias se dan la mano con los nacionalpopulismos en perjuicio de los derechos
humanos, el informe sobre los derechos humanos 2024 del Parlamento Europeo analiza no solamente tendencias y
desafios, sino también las herramientas de que dispone. Yo les subrayo algunas importantes.

La primera, objetivar la politica de visados para favorecer a activistas de derechos humanos —visados humanitarios—.
La segunda, primar en la financiacién de los programas europeos a las agencias de las Naciones Unidas que se ocupan
de los derechos humanos y a las organizaciones no gubernamentales para fortalecer a la sociedad civil. La tercera,
condenar aquellas medidas restrictivas contra los funcionarios y los trabajadores de la Corte Penal Internacional. Y la
cuarta, poner el foco en la prohibicién de la venta de armas a aquellos regimenes que violan masivamente los derechos
humanos. Ademds de cuidar que los programas espia comprados por la Unién Europea en ninglin caso se utilicen
contra activistas de derechos humanos.

Lukas Sieper (NI). — Madam President, dear people of Europe, this report fills me with hope because it shows what I
believe to be true, that the European Union stands for human rights in all areas of policy, not just in words, but also
increasingly in action.

But we also have to be honest to ourselves: it is not enough. In Sudan, in Iran, Afghanistan, Belarus and many other
places, people are raped, tortured and executed. I believe we must start where the crimes are the greatest, and we must
use the court that was made for this purpose — the International Criminal Court in The Hague — because every EU
Member State is a state party of the Rome Statute.

So let’s act like it. Let’s use our diplomatic, military and intelligence resources to identify these criminals — find them,
take them into custody or, if it must be, abduct them — and bring them to justice. Because if the victims of atrocities
cannot be safe in their own countries, then the perpetrators should not feel safe anywhere in the world either.

Michal Wawrykiewicz (PPE). — Madam President, Madam Commissioner, the EU was built on the foundations of
human dignity, human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Today, as we examine this report, we see those very
principles under attack globally and unfortunately, yes, also in our union. Human rights defenders are persecuted and
convicted. Constitutional rules are brutally violated. Civil society is shrinking. Across the world, free elections, indepen-
dent media and the rule of law are being eroded.

And we cannot be neutral in the face of this. Our foreign policy must reflect our values. This means effective measures
against human rights abusers and strong vocal support for those risking their lives for freedom and justice.

And we must lead by example and speak out clearly, whether it's Istanbul, Managua, Tehran, Moscow or even a Member
State that violates our fundamental rights, like Budapest. Silence is complicity. Democracy must be defended everywhere
and every day. This is our duty.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)
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Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members, thank you for this exchange of views.

When we discuss the challenges posed to human rights and democracy today, at the heart of these challenges, of course,
is peace. And peace is not simply the absence of war. It is active cultivation of justice, it's protection of the most
vulnerable, the realisation of all human rights, and commitment to dialogue and reconciliation.

Peace cannot come at the expense of human dignity and human rights. Peace endures because human dignity and
human rights are protected. Therefore, protecting human rights and human dignity is also the fundamental strategic
interest for the European Union because, like many of you said, the European Union is founded on peace, democracy
and unity.

We must make very clear that we will not tolerate the erosion of these rights and freedoms that really define us. Now
more than ever, we must unite in defence of our common values. Defending human rights and democracy is an
opportunity for the European Union to also play on its strength because third countries are also looking towards us
in this regard.

It's an opportunity to grow the European Union’s partnership around a model that combines mutually beneficial invest-
ments with sustainable progress for all parts of society, and to address global challenges with integrity and reduce global
inequalities altogether. So, the European Parliament here is a crucial ally.

Thank you for your work and I continue to count on your support.

SEDI VADA: ROBERTS ZILE

Priekssedetaja vietnieks

Isabel Wiseler-Lima, rapporteure. — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Vice-Présidente et Haute Représentante Kaja Kallas,
merci beaucoup pour vos paroles et pour tout le travail que vous faites pour défendre notre démocratie et les droits de
Ihomme. Je voudrais aussi remercier les rapporteurs fictifs, qui ont travaillé de maniére trés constructive. Nous avons
réussi a travailler dans le consensus, et jespére que le rapport pourra trouver une large majorité demain, quand il sera
voté.

Aux collegues dans cet hémicycle qui ont parlé des pays de 'Union européenne, je voudrais rappeler que ce rapport est
un rapport de la commission des affaires étrangeres. Il concerne donc les pays qui sont en dehors de I'Union euro-
péenne. Vous étes souvent prompts a parler de subsidiarité. Or, ici, nous avons une commission qui s'occupe de ce qu'il
se passe dans les pays de 'Union européenne: la commission LIBE. Et je suis sire que, quand il y a des écarts, cette
commission, dont je fais d’ailleurs partie, fait bien son travail.

Je voudrais par ailleurs dire que les interventions des collégues montrent bien que ce monde entre dans une ére nouvelle,
une ére ou le droit international, la démocratie, I'état de droit et les droits de 'homme sont fondamentalement remis en
cause. L'Union européenne doit garder le cap et réaffirmer ses valeurs, qui construisent un monde de justice et de
respect de la personne humaine. Si nous voulons que notre voix se fasse entendre sur I'échiquier mondial, nous devons
étre unis. Ce n'est qu’unis que nous serons assez forts pour nous faire entendre.

President. — The debate is closed.

The vote will take place tomorrow.

Rakstiski pazinojumi (178. pants)

Viktéria Ferenc (PfE), irdsban. — Sajndlattal vettem tudomdsul, hogy az Eurdpai Parlament emberi jogi jelentése évrdl
évre egyre kevesebb figyelmet fordit a nemzeti, etnikai és nyelvi kisebbségek helyzetére.
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A kisebbségekhez tartoz6 személyek jogainak tiszteletben tartdsa az Eurdpai Uni6 alapértékei kozé tartozik. Aggasztonak
tartom azonban, hogy a balliberdlis ideol6gidval atitatott eurépai unids politika kettSs mércét alkalmaz: egyes kisebbsé-
gek tigyét prioritdsként kezeli, mig mds kisebbségek, mint példdul a nemzeti, etnikai és nyelvi kisebbség problémdirdl
nem vesz tudomdst.

Az Eurdpai Uni6 csatlakozdsi kritériumként hatdrozta meg a kisebbségi jogok tiszteletben tartdsat, ezért tigy gondolom,
koteles példat mutatni e téren. Mind az Eurépai Unidén belil, mind azon kiviil, a sokszintség, a nyelvi és kulturalis
identitds megGrzése érdekében, olyan jogszabdlyok kidolgozésat kell szorgalmaznunk, amelyek biztositjdk a nemzeti,
etnikai és nyelvi kisebbségek jogait.

Az Unib kotelessége, hogy a nemzeti kisebbségek jogainak biztositdsdt az Ukrajndval folytatott csatlakozdsi tdrgyaldsok
sordn is megkovetelje. Hiszen az ott é16 magyar kisebbség a hdbori silya mellett, az utébbi években jogszikitéseket is
tapasztal, ami elfogadhatatlan egy magdt demokratikusnak valld, csatlakozdsra vard orszdg esetében. A nemzeti kisebb-
ségek jogainak tiszteletben tartdsa az eurdpai integraci6 alapfeltétele és ezt Ukrajna esetében is érvényesiteni sziikséges. A
béke megteremtése és az Ukrajndban él6 nemzeti kisebbségek jogainak teljeskort helyredllitdsa elsddleges szempont kell,

hogy legyen.

Tomasz Froelich (ESN), schriftlich. — ,Wer Menschheit sagt, will betriigen, sagte einst Carl Schmitt. Er hatte recht: Sein
Zitat passt wunderbar in unsere Zeit: Unter dem Deckmantel der Menschenrechte wird eine Agenda verfolgt, die inter-
ventionistisch, globalistisch und woke ist. Eine Agenda, die unsere Souverinitit, aber auch die anderer Staaten, aushohlt.
Eine Agenda, die sich gegen Kulturen und Traditionen organisch gewachsener Gesellschaften und Volker dieser Welt
richtet. Man will andere belehren, verschlieft aber vor eigenen Problemen die Augen — das ist symptomatisch fiir die
Heuchelei des Westens. Uber den Grooming-Skandal in GroRbritannien findet man in diesem Bericht kein Wort: All
meine Vorschlige, diesen Skandal in den Bericht einflieen zu lassen, wurden ignoriert. Tausende weifler britischer
Midchen wurden von iiberwiegend pakistanischen Gangs tiber Jahre hinweg sexuell missbraucht. Das interessiert hier
aber niemanden. Es sind die falschen Opfer und die falschen Titer, deswegen hilt man lieber die Klappe. Dieser selektive
Zugang zu MenschenrechtsverstofSen ist beschdmend. Zumal wir das Recht, andere zu belehren, lingst verwirkt haben:
Annullierte Wahlen in Ruménien, Verbotsphantasien gegen die AfD in Deutschland, politische Schauprozesse gegen Le
Pen in Frankreich, ein Medienputsch in Polen. Die linksliberale Dominanz verliert bei uns immer mehr die Nerven. Sie
wird immer diktatorischer. Und sie nimmt — und das ist das Gute! - bald ihr Ende.

Mariusz Kaminski (ECR), na pismie. — Prawa cztowieka sa uniwersalne i niepodzielne, powinny by¢ chronione zaréwno
w Unii Europejskiej, jak i poza jej granicami. Naszym obowigzkiem jest stanowcze potgpianie wszelkich ich naruszen.
Doceniam pracg¢ wlozong w przygotowanie sprawozdania, szczeg6lnie uwzglednienie zapiséw dotyczacych walki z bez-
karnoscia i korupcja. Mimo wielu istotnych tresci, sprawozdanie zawiera takze luki, dlatego zlozylem szereg poprawek.
Walka o prawa czlowieka, wolnos¢ i sprawiedliwos¢ jest dzi$ pilniejsza niz kiedykolwiek w ostatnich dekadach. Ale nie
bedziemy skuteczni, jesli w tak waznych dokumentach bedziemy unikaé wskazywania po imieniu tych, ktérzy sa odpo-
wiedzialni za najwigksze zbrodnie: ktérzy jak tukaszenka zamieniajg swoje kraje w wigzienia, czy jak Putin dokonujg
ludobéjstwa i barbarzynskich zbrodni wojennych. Bledem jest nieprzywolywanie tych, ktérzy s symbolem walki o
prawa czlowieka. Chciatbym przypomnie¢ o Andrzeju Poczobucie, nieztomnym bohaterze Polakéw, Biatorusindw i, jak
wierze, nas wszystkich. Od czterech lat jest wigziony przez uzurpatora w Mifisku za to, Ze mial odwage méwi¢ prawde.
Dzi§ wiemy, ze Oswaldo Payd, laureat Nagrody Sacharowa, ktéry zgingt 13 lat temu, byl ofiarg zabdjstwa przeprowad-
zonego przez komunistyczne shuzby bezpieczenistwa. Musimy braé to pod uwage w naszych relacjach z brutalnymi
rezimami — réwniez w kontekscie uméw takich jak PDCA. Nie mozemy prowadzi¢ polityki dialogu i wspolpracy w
cieniu brutalnych represji i przesladowar.

Ewa Kopacz (PPE), na pismie. — Unia Europejska odgrywa fundamentalng role w obronie godnosci ludzkiej, demokracji
i praw podstawowych na $wiecie. Szczegélnie niepokojace s3 brutalne naruszenia praw kobiet i dzieci na terytoriach
Ukrainy okupowanych przez Rosje. Doniesienia o systematycznych gwaltach, porwaniach oraz przymusowych deporta-
cjach dzieci do Rosji stanowia powazne zbrodnie wojenne, ktére wymagaja zdecydowanej reakcji spolecznosci migdzy-
narodowej. Zgadzam si¢ z oceng zawartg w sprawozdaniu, ze ,kobiety do$§wiadczaja wyjatkowych i niewsp6imiernych
skutkéw konfliktéw” oraz ze ,prawa czlowieka przystugujace kobietom i dziewczetom [...] wcigz sa famane na calym
$wiecie”. UE musi konsekwentnie wspiera¢ Migdzynarodowy Trybunal Karny oraz korzysta¢ z globalnego systemu sank-
¢ji Magnickiego wobec o0s6b odpowiedzialnych za te zbrodnie. Wzywam Komisje i Europejska Stuzbe Dzialan
Zewngtrznych do zintensyfikowania interwencji dyplomatycznych i prawnych w celu zapewnienia sprawiedliwosci oraz
ochrony ofiar. Prawa czlowieka sa nienaruszalne. Ich lamanie, zwlaszcza wobec najbardziej bezbronnych, podwaza
fundamenty miedzynarodowego ladu opartego na prawie i warto$ciach, ktére jako Unia mamy obowigzek chronié.
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11. TlpencraBsiHe Ha HOBaTa eBPONEIICKA CTPaTerus 3a BHTPELIHA CUTYPHOCT (Pa3MCKBaHe)

Priekssedétajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Komisijas pazinojumu par iepazistina$anu ar jauno
Eiropas ieksgjas drosibas stratégiju (2025/2608(RSP)).

Magnus Brunner, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, honourable Members, security, of
course, is the task, I would say, of our times, and this internal security strategy that we are presenting today to you is, I
would say, our blueprint for protecting Europeans in a more dangerous world. The goal of this security strategy, the goal
of this 'ProtectEU’, as we call it, is not only to develop a new, joined-up approach to internal security but also to create a
new security mindset. And we live in, I would say, a new era of security threats, and our enemies are not met on an
open battlefield, but they hide in the shadows of our financial systems and also in the dark corners of the web. So our
policy, of course, must be always able to match this.

And we need to start thinking about security in everything we do. Concretely, this means a security check on all our
initiatives, always asking the question, "How can this proposal we're going to deliver enhance the safety of our citizens?’
And we need to act together as a society at all different levels. Providing security is the job of the government, yes, but
everyone has to play a role in it. The private sector, the communities, the citizens, of course, and all need to be made
aware, actually, of their role. To be very clear on that, staying prepared and ready also for whatever the future holds, I
think, is the best way for us to keep actually enjoying our lives, of course and the opportunities there ahead of us.

So, honourable Members, to come to the substance also of the strategy, Europol just published their assessment on
serious and organised crime, called the SOCTA, a few weeks ago. And it actually makes for eye-opening reading, I
would say. Criminal networks are becoming more sophisticated — we know that — than ever before, and many operate
inside the European Union but are run remotely from outside, from third countries. They recruit children who are under
the age of criminal responsibility and often unable to actually understand the seriousness of their involvement, to act as
helpers, on the one hand, as dealers on the other hand, but even as assassins. And too many people in vulnerable
positions are abused by networks of human traffickers.

But I'm very confident that Europe, of course, has the right answers. And under this strategy, under ProtectEU, we will
take the fight to the criminals on every front. We will come forward with a massive upgrade to Europol. We will
strengthen its mandate with the necessary oversight and provide also the Member States with the level of support they
need, and exactly also where, of course, they need this support and — which is also very important — we will follow the
money, for example, by pushing forward the implementation of the new rules for money laundering. We will also give
law enforcement stronger tools for investigations like undercover operations, but also crown witness programmes and
perhaps even more importantly, we will tackle the issue of better access to data. That is very important in that respect —
to give the police the tools they actually need to prevent, on the one hand, but also to prosecute, on the other hand, and
ProtectEU will take a determined approach, but also a careful approach on that.

Organised criminals are, as I said before, more international than ever before. So we must also, of course, be interna-
tional by ramping up our engagement with third countries through new security partnerships with our partners. Even, I
would say, going beyond partnerships, we want to pursue a sort of new kind security diplomacy, meaning that the EU’s
security concerns will be on the table in all our dealings with third countries, whether it has to do with with trade or
whether it has to do with visa facilitation or development, in all the dealings we have.

The threat of terrorism is also on the rise and as instability continues, just to give an example, of course, in the Middle
East, but also elsewhere, we need new tools to stop radicalised individuals from, I would say, slipping through our
borders and to stop hateful content from content from radicalising our youth here at home. Under ProtectEU, Frontex,
of course, will have an important role to play on the external border and we will be tripling its manpower over time.
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I was mentioning the tensions in the Middle East. They are also creating, I would say, new divisions between our
religious communities in Europe. We are seeing a shocking rise in antisemitism and at the same time, more widespread
anti-Muslim hatred. And the European Union, in my opinion, cannot tolerate either. Protecting the EU also means
protecting every European’s right to practice his or her religion in peace, and to do so also in an open manner. That
will remain an active part of the ProtectEU strategy and I think that’s where we really feel very strongly about.

The use, also, of hybrid strategies puts, I would say, the internal cohesion and also the resilience of our societies, of
course, to the test and some of the most serious hybrid threats to the security and safety of people in Europe take place
online. So, new technologies provide new tools also for influencing our society and we need to hold tech companies to
account when it comes to online content that is hateful, that is criminal, and that actually also radicalises our youth. So,
protecting children is the most essential duty of any society, I would say, and we must win the fight against child sexual
abuse once and for all. And that takes us also back to the to the topic of data access, to how easy it is right now for
sexual predators to hide their crimes in the dark corners of cyberspace.

So, honourable Members, as you have seen, ProtectEU has a high level of ambition. Never in the history of the European
Union have so many new initiatives in the area of security policy, of course, been put on the table. And I'm asking for
your support on all these initiatives, which I know are, I would say, a shared concern for all of us. And because although
we no longer have the, I would say, luxury of taking our security for granted, we do have one important advantage
because the threats we are facing, also bring us closer together as Europeans. They remind us actually, of our unity, of
everything that unites us in Europe, and they give us a sense also of common purpose. And I'm very much convinced
that we will retain that sense of common purpose, that we will be able also to protect against these new threats, and
that we will emerge stronger than we are before.

Tomas Tobé, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, Europe is facing major threats to our
internal security.

Organised crime is on the rise, hostile state actors are attacking our critical infrastructure and sometimes migration is
weaponized at our external borders. This is why the EPP has called for a European security pact to protect our citizens. -
We welcome that the Commission is now taking crucial steps because this will be needed now to make Europe safe, but
also safe for future generations.

The new internal security strategy sends a clear signal that Europe will defend itself against threats — foreign and
domestic — and it’s also a clear signal to EU citizens that safety needs to be a top priority because without security
there is no freedom.

Now, we must also move from words and make sure that we deliver on the content of this strategy. I can assure you,
Commissioner, that the EPP is fully committed to achieve this. We will push in this House to make sure that Europe
steps up the fight against organised crime, that we tackle illegal migration and that we protect ourselves against hybrid
threats. To make it clear: we want a Union for citizens, not for criminals.

Birgit Sippel, im Namen der S&D-Fraktion. — Herr Prasident! 2020 stellte die Kommission ihre letzte Strategie fiir innere
Sicherheit vor. Damals standen wir noch ganz am Anfang der Corona-Pandemie, schien der russische Angriffskrieg auf
die gesamte Ukraine undenkbar, war das Ausmafl hybrider Bedrohungen, gezielter Falschinformationen und Manipula-
tionen kaum vorstellbar, war die Zerstorung von Demokratie als Folge der zweiten Amtszeit von Donald Trump besten-
falls bose Utopie. Vieles ist passiert, und die neue Strategie fiir innere Sicherheit kommt daher zu einem wichtigen
Zeitpunkt.

Selten war das Bediirfnis der Menschen nach Sicherheit so stark, die Verunsicherung so umfassend, verstirkt durch
soziale Ausgrenzung und finanzielle Unsicherheiten. Und dennoch: Wir diirfen uns nicht von Angst, Unsicherheit und
scheinbar einfachen Ideen treiben lassen, denn sie helfen nicht, ganz im Gegenteil. Das mussten wir lernen, als der
Europdische Gerichtshof etwa 2014 — zu Recht — die damalige Richtlinie zur Vorratsdatenspeicherung fiir ungiiltig
erklarte.
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Jetzt miissen wir nachhaltige, grundrechtekonforme Losungen schaffen, und dazu miissen wir die tatsichlichen Sicher-
heitsliicken aufspiiren und Herausforderungen rational analysieren. Dazu gehoren der Kampf gegen die immer professio-
nellere organisierte Kriminalitit sowie der Schutz vor Angriffen auf sensible Infrastruktur, der Schutz vor Natur- und
Umweltkatastrophen, der Kampf gegen Extremismus und Terrorismus. Und auch wenn es einige nicht gerne horen: In
Deutschland wurden die meisten politisch motivierten Straftaten 2023 im rechten Spektrum begangen. Wichtig auch:
der Schutz vor Hassverbrechen und Hassgewalt, der Schutz von Frauen vor Femiziden, der Schutz von Demokratie und
Rechtsstaat.

All dies muss eine Strategie fur innere Sicherheit ins Visier nehmen, denn nur so konnen wir das Vertrauen und das
Sicherheitsgefithl der Menschen nachhaltig starken.

Fabrice Leggeri, au nom du groupe PfE. — Monsieur le Président, la Commission européenne présente aujourd’hui sa
stratégie de sécurité intérieure. Puisque la lutte contre le terrorisme en fait partie, Bruxelles doit montrer 'exemple en
arrétant enfin, comme l'exige Marine Le Pen depuis des années, de verser des fonds européens a des organisations
proches des Fréres musulmans.

Lislam radical, qui tue, blesse et meurtrit psychologiquement des milliers de nos compatriotes a travers I'Europe, n'a pas
a étre subventionné par I'Union européenne. Bruxelles doit également cesser de faire le jeu idéologique des islamistes. Le
29 mars, le Collectif contre I'islamophobie en Europe, le nouveau nom du CCIF — une organisation interdite en France —,
a relayé une vidéo de la commissaire européenne Hadja Lahbib. Cela n'a été possible que parce que cette derniére
reprenait exactement la rhétorique des Fréres musulmans.

Enfin, Bruxelles doit faire pression sur les pays tiers pour qu'ils reprennent leurs ressortissants présents illégalement chez
nous. Beaucoup menacent en effet notre sécurité. A défaut, 'Union européenne deviendra la principale complice de ceux
qui veulent la détruire.

Assita Kanko, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Mr President, shootings in Brussels, threats in our ports, drugs in our
schools, illegal migration and modern slavery in our cities, rape crimes even in daytime. Organised crime knows no
boundaries and criminals too often are still outfoxing us. They use borders, busy trade routes and technology to hide
their activities.

I welcome the awareness that started emerging in recent years, particularly strong awareness among the so-called "coa-
lition of the willing’, including Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany. These countries must continue to take the lead,
but the problems must also be heard and tackled more widely within the European and global frameworks, through
what you call security diplomacy.

Dear Commissioner Brunner, as an MEP, as Chair of the Intergroup on the Police and as a mother, I greatly appreciate
that this Commission is working so hard to change the mindset and will international agreements.

This strategy is an important step and it gives hope also to our police forces. To them, I would like to say today, thank
you and we shall help you.

Malik Azmani, namens de Renew-Fractie. — Voorzitter, commissaris Brunner, collega’s, de wereld om ons heen wordt
steeds harder. En zoals de oorlog in Oekraine laat zien: onze veiligheid wordt bedreigd van buitenaf. Daarom is het
ook goed dat er nu een strategie ligt waarbij we snel en gezamenlijk kunnen reageren op hybride dreigingen.

Maar terwijl we naar deze dreigingen kijken, wil ik benadrukken dat we ook alert moeten blijven op wat er binnen onze
grenzen gebeurt. Want georganiseerde misdaad en ondermijning nemen zowel in Nederland als in de Europese Unie toe.
Dit legt een enorme druk op onze manier van leven. Criminele netwerken worden steeds brutaler, gewelddadiger en
internationaler. Een Europese aanpak is nodig, ook op drugs, want strengere controles in één haven zorgen voor meer
smokkel in de andere.

Graag hoor ik van de Eurocommissaris hoe hij denkt dit te bewerkstelligen. Het uitrollen van een uitgebreidere Europese
havenstrategie lijkt mij keihard nodig! Ik bedank de commissaris en ben gemotiveerd, samen met mijn collega’s hier, om
samen met hem te werken aan een veiliger Europa en daarmee ook een veilig Nederland.

ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/6424/oj 79/162


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/6424/oj

BG OB C, 4.12.2025T.

Saskia Bricmont, au nom du groupe Verts/ALE. — Monsieur le Président, la sécurité est un sujet préoccupant pour nous
tous. Cest pourquoi il est heureux que la Commission européenne se penche dessus et qu'elle communique sa stratégie
aujourd’hui. Assurer la sécurité intérieure de 'Union européenne exige cependant une approche systémique, qui va de la
prévention aux sanctions et a la réhabilitation en passant par les moyens de police, d’enquéte et de justice, sans oublier
les réponses socioéconomiques.

Face au crime organisé, assurer la sécurité des citoyens passe aussi par une sécurité sociale forte. Il faut assurer a chacun
les conditions d'une existence digne et empécher la précarité, véritable faille dans laquelle s'engouffrent les criminels
pour recruter des enfants de plus en plus jeunes et des personnes vulnérables.

Assurer la sécurité face au crime organisé, c’est aussi lutter efficacement contre la corruption et le blanchiment d’argent,
qui alimentent les réseaux criminels. Assurer la sécurité des citoyens, c’est lutter contre le terrorisme islamiste et contre
le terrorisme d'extréme droite. Cest rétablir la vérité quant aux responsables de ces violences, eux qui visent la méme
chose: déstabiliser nos démocraties et faire peur aux citoyens pour rendre plus acceptables des politiques liberticides, la
surveillance généralisée et l'utilisation massive de nos données.

Assurer la sécurité — les premieres victimes européennes du déréglement climatique ne le savent que trop bien —, c'est
aussi assurer la protection des citoyens face aux éléments au moyen de politiques d’adaptation, de prévention, de gestion
de crise efficaces, pour faire face aux inondations, aux incendies, aux pénuries d’eau. Assurer la sécurité, c'est aussi
mettre fin a la criminalité environnementale, qui est la troisieme plus grande activité criminelle.

Bref, la liste est longue. La Commission européenne doit favoriser 'approche systémique. Il faut faire en sorte que la
sécurité mondiale soit respectueuse des droits de 'homme et de nos démocraties, et renforcer les moyens d’agences telles
que le Parquet européen.

Giuseppe Antoci, a nome del gruppo The Left. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, ringrazio il signor Commissario
Brunner per l'importante lavoro svolto.

La nuova strategia europea di sicurezza interna rappresenta un passo cruciale per contrastare la criminalita organizzata
che minaccia la sicurezza dei cittadini e l'integrita delle nostre economie.

Accolgo con grande favore la proposta di trasformare Europol in un’agenzia pienamente operativa, dotata di risorse e
strumenti innovativi per indagini transfrontaliere complesse. Allo stesso tempo, rafforzare Eurojust consentira una coop-
erazione giudiziaria pil rapida ed efficace.

Fondamentale sara anche potenziare il ruolo della Procura europea e della nuova Autorita antiriciclaggio, assicurando
un’efficace cooperazione con Europol ed Eurojust.

E essenziale, inoltre, che la proposta legislativa del 2026 per modernizzare le regole sulla criminalita organizzata identi-
fichi, finalmente, l'associazione mafiosa: senza questo riconoscimento gli strumenti previsti dalla strategia rischiano di
essere pitt deboli.

Serve coraggio e determinazione, solo cosi potremo combattere e vincere contro le mafie.

Mary Khan, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Was die Kommission heute als Sicherheitsstrategie verkauft,
ist eigentlich das alte Spiel — mehr Macht nach Briissel, weniger Verantwortung in den Nationalstaaten. Herr Brunner, Sie
haben bei dem Bericht im Ausschuss von einer neuen Realitit gesprochen. Aber diese Realitit, diese neue Realitit, ist
hausgemacht — offene Grenzen, Massenzuwanderung und importierter Terrorismus. Statt unsere Grenzen zu schiitzen,
liefern Sie uns technokratische Planspiele zu Resilienz und zivil-militdrischer Zusammenarbeit. Kritische Infrastruktur
sichern? Ja, aber national und nicht mit Briisseler Phrasen.

Europa braucht keine Bereitschaftsunion, sondern Grenzkontrollen und Souverénitit. Und ja, vor allem die Linken
sprechen hier bei Terrorismus in Attacken von Minnerproblemen. Aber ich sage Thnen mal etwas: In Ungarn und in
Polen gibt es auch Autos und Minner. Und wissen Sie was? Gerade die Bilanz zu islamistischen Terroranschligen liegt
bei Null. Warum? Weil diese Regierungen ihre Biirger schiitzen und vor allem ihre Grenzen.
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Jeroen Lenaers (PPE). — Mr President, the EPP stands for a Europe that protects its citizens. You cannot have freedom
or prosperity without security. And Europeans overwhelmingly agree with this. Over two thirds of European citizens
support a stronger EU role in security. They also see security as the main area where the EU should act. And with the
launch of today’s strategy, the European Commission puts security at the core of its agenda, and rightly so.

Criminal networks operate across borders. So must our response. Better cooperation and enforcement. Effective com-
munication between Member States. Transforming Europol into an operational agency alongside stronger mandates for
Eurojust and Frontex. All of this is vital to addressing security challenges.

Let me highlight some specific ones. A society that cannot protect its children is a society that has no future, and yet we
see child sexual abuse increasing. We need to really step up our fight to protect our children. Some proposals are already
on the table and we need to adopt them ASAP.

In border regions, like my own, criminals exploit borders to continue their crimes. Strengthening administrative coop-
eration next to law enforcement and judicial cooperation is necessary and will ensure that criminals will no longer hide

behind borders.

And thirdly, strengthening the fight against migrant smuggling and human traffickers by criminal gangs, who often are
also involved in other crimes, is an absolute priority.

To conclude, the Commission has taken a key step to safeguard our citizens, but words alone won’t do. We need
decisive, ambitious action and you can count on the EPP.

Thijs Reuten (S&D). — Voorzitter, collega’s, commissaris Brunner, defensie en afschrikking, waar we terecht miljarden
voor vrijmaken, zijn niet hetzelfde als interne veiligheid in brede zin. Maar ze zijn wel verbonden met zwakke plekken.
In die interne veiligheid heb je dus geen waterdichte verdediging. Het is jammer dat we de vernieuwde strategie voor
interne veiligheid nog niet kennen terwijl we hier met u spreken. Maar één ding is zeker: zwakke plekken zijn er.

Buitenlandse inmenging in verkiezingen is geen theoretisch voorbeeld. Europese burgers worden dagelijks geintimideerd
door autocratische regimes. Cyberaanvallen kunnen in één klap de vitale infrastructuur platleggen. En georganiseerde
misdaad is soms zelfs verweven met diezelfde buitenlandse actoren.

We worden voortdurend getest. Het soepele functioneren van onze samenleving wordt actief ondermijnd om ons ver-
deeld, afhankelijk en kwetsbaar te maken. De interne samenhang, zoals u, commissaris, terecht zei, staat op het spel.

Maar als de focus op veiligheid allesoverheersend wordt en mensen raakt die niets kwaads in de zin hebben, dan schiet
deze ook zijn doel voorbij en verzwakt die ons ook. Sterke defensie en weerbare burgers die we niet onnodig bang
maken, maar het vertrouwen geven dat we dit kunnen met een robuuste veiligheidsstrategie — dat is een dijk die ons
beschermt en veilig houdt.

Jorge Buxadé Villalba (PfE). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, Sabar, Franklin, Omar, Nassim, Abdelkader, Salah,
Younes, Karim. Es la lista de nombres propios de los detenidos una noche en Barcelona, mi ciudad. Algin politico en
Espafia ha dado la orden a la Policia de denunciar al portavoz nacional de VOX por mostrar esta realidad en una rueda
de prensa. Las calles de Europa no son seguras. Las mafias que trafican con seres humanos inundan de droga nuestras
calles. Delitos sexuales, robos, agresiones, asaltos a viviendas, machetazos y conductores yihadistas arrasando paseos o
mercados.

La mayorfa de los medios de comunicacién sistemdticamente oculta la nacionalidad de los extranjeros cuando son
detenidos o condenados. La Policia carece de los medios adecuados para combatir el crimen porque la gran coalicién
popular-socialista ha convertido a las victimas en culpables y a los culpables en victimas.

Es necesario un rearme, un rearme politico y moral. Hemos de combatir el crimen con todos los medios a nuestro
alcance. Que los medios no oculten la verdad, penas mds altas, rebaja de la edad penal, mayor presencia policial,
deportaciones masivas y pérdida de ayudas sociales.

Restablecer el orden es la tinica estrategia de seguridad posible.

ELL: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C[2025/6424/oj 81/162


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/6424/oj

BG OB C, 4.12.2025T.

Alessandro Ciriani (ECR). — Signor Presidente, signor Commissario Brunner, onorevoli colleghi, accogliamo con favore
la nuova strategia di sicurezza interna, un passo importante per dotarsi di strumenti efficaci contro le minacce sempre
pilt complesse e in evoluzione.

Rafforzare Frontex ed Europol ¢ una necessita: per troppo tempo I'Europa ha affrontato le crisi con mezzi inadeguati,
incapaci di rispondere con tempestivita e determinazione alle sfide del nostro tempo.

Terrorismo, criminalitd organizzata, traffico di esseri umani, minacce ibride richiedono una strategia solida e una coop-
erazione rafforzata tra gli Stati membri.

Tuttavia dobbiamo evitare un errore: passare da una politica emergenziale a una politica dettata dalla paura. La sicurezza
non si costruisce con l'allarmismo, ma con una pianificazione strategica autorevole; le minacce esistono e vanno affron-
tate con fermezza.

Pertanto dobbiamo rafforzare il controllo alle frontiere, contrastare I'immigrazione clandestina e la radicalizzazione,
proteggere i cittadini; dobbiamo mettere in atto azioni decise contro la criminalita organizzata, che sfrutta le debolezze
del nostro sistema, e contro le minacce ibride.

Commissario, 'Europa dimostri di essere forte e di non temere le sfide che ha davanti.

Moritz Korner (Renew). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Sehr geehrter Herr Kommissar, vielen Dank
fur diese Sicherheitsstrategie! Mehr Zusammenarbeit in Europa im Kampf gegen Terrorismus, organisierte Kriminalitit
und Cyberangriffe ist sicherlich richtig. Ein Kollege — ich glaube, von der EVP — hat eben gesagt: Ohne Sicherheit gibt es
keine Freiheit — und das ist auch richtig. Aber wer die Freiheit aufgibt, um die Sicherheit zu gewinnen, der wird am Ende
alles verlieren. Deswegen muss es in unserem Kampf um mehr Sicherheit auch rote Linien geben: keinen Generalver-
dacht gegen unsere Biirgerinnen und Biirger, keine Masseniiberwachung, keine Aufweichung von unseren Grundrechten.

Wir brauchen also eine smarte und rechtsstaatliche Sicherheitspolitik: mehr Investitionen in digitale Polizeiarbeit statt
pauschale Uberwachungsinstrumente wie die Chatkontrolle und die Vorratsdatenspeicherung, einen effektiven Austausch
zwischen den Behorden, bessere Instrumente zur Bekdmpfung von Extremismus, ohne die Meinungsfreiheit
einzuschrinken.

Ja, wir wollen Europol zu einem wirklichen europdischen Kriminalamt machen, zur Terrorbekimpfung. Wir wollen
unsere Europidische Staatsanwaltschaft stirken. Wir miissen immer darauf achten, dass wir die Sicherheit stirken und
die Freiheit dabei nicht aufgeben.

(Der Redner ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“ zu antworten.)

Lukas Sieper (NI), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Vielen Dank, Herr Kollege, dass Sie die blaue Karte
akzeptiert haben. Ich bin grundsitzlich vollig bei Thnen mit dem, was Sie gesagt haben. Ich frage mich nur eine Sache:
Sie haben gesagt, keine Masseniiberwachung, aber gleichzeitig mehr digitale Polizeiarbeit. Also, wo ist fir Sie der
Unterschied zwischen Masseniiberwachung und digitaler Polizeiarbeit? Miissen wir nicht, wenn wir die Polizei digital
arbeiten lassen wollen, ein bestimmtes Mafy an Masseniberwachung in Kauf nehmen, um insbesondere soziale
Netzwerke auch konsequent kontrollieren zu konnen?

Moritz Korner (Renew), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Herr Kollege, vielen Dank fiir die
Frage, die ich sehr gerne beantworte. Ich finde, der Unterschied ist genau da, wo wir aus Offline- in Onlinetiberwachung
gehen, dass wir die gleichen Prinzipien, die wir haben, nicht iiber Bord werfen. Es muss immer einen Anfangsverdacht
geben fiir eine Ermittlung, denn es darf keine generelle Masseniiberwachung geben, wo wir am Ende die Unschuldsver-
mutung aufgeben, wo unschuldige Biirgerinnen und Biirger stindig iiberwacht werden; da ist der Unterschied.

Wenn wir also die digitalen Kompetenzen unserer Polizisten stirken, die in konkreten Fillen ermitteln, dann bin ich sehr,
sehr dafiir. Wenn wir grundsitzlich alle iiberwachen, zum Beispiel mit kiinstlicher Intelligenz, wie das bei der Chatkon-
trolle geplant ist, dann bin ich dagegen.
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Lena Diipont (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, when we look at the area of freedom, security and justice from
1999, we've come a long way. We have overcome hurdles administratively, but most importantly, sometimes mentally.
We increased cross-border cooperation. We built the agencies. We beefed them up on mandates, on staff and resources,
on the tasks. We aligned important policies in order to have full leverage on the to the outside world.

But somehow during the process, we but more prominently the Member States, lost ambition, while criminals, like
threats, like malicious actors, did not. Cynically enough, time has come to once again step up on security. So the
strategy of today is more than a strategy. It's a promise to keep Europe safe. It's an illustration of a security governance
that is fit for purpose and time, including information and intelligence gathering and sharing, feeding into a clear
situational picture, innovative and thriving capabilities and businesses, agencies that are strong and well coordinated,
from border protection to critical infrastructure, to cyber, to law enforcement and to the judiciary side, the fight against
organised crime, radicalisation and terroristic threats. The tasks are numerous.

So to the Member States, let’s be ambitious. That requires strength, that requires courage, and it needs to match the
stakes. The most important promise that we can give to our citizens is their safety.

To the Parliament, we need to adapt and arrive into the new security landscape, on content and on procedures. And
altogether, let's do what is needed to serve the European Union, our citizens, our way of life. This is no time to shy
away. This is no time to close our eyes, on with courage and determination.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario Brunner, la seguridad europea tiene una
dimensién exterior que llevamos un tiempo discutiendo mucho, pero ya era hora de que discutiéramos la seguridad
interior con esa estrategia que debe suceder a la actualmente vigente a partir de 2025. Y comprenderd que ninguna de
sus herramientas puede sorprender a quienes venimos mucho tiempo abogando por ellas.

En primer lugar, la coordinacién operativa y la complementariedad de Europol y Eurojust para optimizar sus resultados.
En segundo lugar, evidentemente, tenemos un plan contra las drogas y contra las armas de fuego. ;Por qué no ejecutar
implacablemente la legislacién penal contra el trifico de armas que ya pusimos en vigor en este Parlamento Europeo? Y,
del mismo modo, completar las negociaciones para garantizar la proteccion de los menores ante los abusos sexuales en
la red, porque este Parlamento también ha hecho su trabajo y es al Consejo al que ahora le toca hacerlo.

Pero, sobre todo, hay que actuar contra el terrorismo. Claro, no solamente contra sus fuentes de financiacién, no
solamente contra la propagacién de sus contenidos online, sino también contra la radicalizacién que lo produce y lo
fomenta.

Y, finalmente, las infraestructuras digitales, la informacién digital, compartir informacién digital en modo que seamos
capaces de proteger nuestras comunicaciones criticas con herramientas parejas.

Pero nada de esto estaria completo si no consideramos también la importancia que tiene combatir toda forma de
discurso de odio, el antisemitismo, el antigitanismo y el racismo. El odio que incita directamente a la criminalidad y a
la violencia. Porque sin ello no estard completa nuestra estrategia de seguridad interior.

Petra Steger (PfE). — Herr Prasident! Sehr geehrter Herr Brunner, ich muss Sie fragen: Was machen Sie hier eigentlich
iiberhaupt noch? Wie sich jetzt herausgestellt hat, sind Sie verantwortlich fiir das grofite finanzpolitische Desaster der
Zweiten Republik. Sie haben Osterreich von einer gesunden Volkswirtschaft in einen Pleitestaat verwandelt: 4,7 % Bud-
getdefizit. Sie sollten sich nicht um unsere Sicherheit kiimmern oder in einem gut bezahlten EU-Top-Job hier sitzen.
Genauso wenig wie iibrigens IThr ehemaliger Bundeskanzler Nehammer, der jetzt als Dankeschon fiir den Scherbenhaufen
auch noch in der Europdischen Investitionsbank versorgt wird.

Wenn Sie Anstand hitten, wiirden Sie zuriicktreten, und zwar sofort. Nein, stattdessen présentieren Sie heute eine
Sicherheitsstrategie, ohne iiberhaupt irgendeine Strategie zu haben. Nichts! Es gibt nichts! Keine Dokumente, keine
Daten, keine Zahlen — gar nichts. Nur schwer bedenkliche Ankiindigungen. Anstatt endlich fur Sicherheit zu sorgen,
stellen Sie die Biirger mal wieder unter Generalverdacht und leben mal wieder Thre Zensurphantasien gemeinsam mit
von der Leyen aus.
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Im Kampf gegen Terrorismus und organisierte Kriminalitit sollen jetzt natiirlich wieder TikTok und Social Media zensiert
werden. Gleichzeitig schauen Sie weiter zu, wie jedes Jahr Millionen Illegale unkontrolliert iiber unsere Grenzen kommen
und mit ihnen zahlreiche Gefihrder, Extremisten und Terroristen, und damit, Herr Brunner, zeigen Sie mal wieder, dass
Sie genauso ahnungslos als Migrationskommissar sind, wie Sie schon als Finanzminister in Osterreich waren.

Mariusz Kaminski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy, panie Komisarzu! Przynidst Pan dzi§ dokument z kilkoma intere-
sujgcymi pomystami, ale Komisja Europejska juz wczesniej przyjmowala podobne strategie, by pdzniej zaprzeczaé im
wlasnymi dziataniami. Katastrofalna polityka migracyjna znaczaco oslabila Europejczykéw. Szeroko otworzyta drzwi dla
grup przestepczych, przemytnikow, terrorystow. Dzi§ méwi Pan o wzmocnieniu granic przez urzednikoéw Frontexu.
Panie Komisarzu, czy jest Pan $wiadom, Ze zamiast wspieraé straznikéw chronigcych granice Litwy z Bialorusig w trakcie
szturmu organizowanego przez Lukaszenke, urzednicy Frontexu dzialajacy tam dzialali tak jak niemal jakie$ lewicowe
NGOsy? Wysylali raporty podwazajace dzialania litewskiej Strazy Granicznej. Méwi Pan o konieczno$ci walki z zagro-
zeniami hybrydowymi. Czy wie Pan, ze Komisja Europejska krytykowala Polske za zatrzymanie udajacego dziennikarza
agenta GRU Pawla Rubcowa? Méwi Pan, ze stuzbom nalezy zapewni¢ dostgp do nowoczesnych technologii, do nowoc-
zesnych narzedzi, bo z takich korzystajg przestgpcy i nasi wrogowie.

Czy takie do tej pory plynely komunikaty z Brukseli? Absolutnie nie, wrecz przeciwnie. Zgadzam sig, ze nalezy zinten-
syfikowa¢ wspélprace w zwalczaniu transgranicznej przestepczoéci zorganizowanej. Apeluje jednak do Pana, aby ta
strategia zawierajaca wiele wartosciowych elementow nie zostala kolejng kartkg......

(Przewodniczgcy odebrat méwey glos)

Francois-Xavier Bellamy (PPE). - Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, ¢a ne se passe pas trés loin d'ici: a
Saint-Ouen, une ville de la banlieue parisienne, les parents d’éleves vont devoir décider s'ils déménagent ou non des
classes d’une école primaire parce que le trafic de drogue a rendu la vie tellement impossible et tellement dangereuse aux
enfants que leur établissement scolaire ne peut pas rester la.

Monsieur le Commissaire, vous présentez votre nouvelle stratégie pour la sécurité intérieure, et je voudrais vous remer-
cier parce que vous portez la voix d’'une Europe qui décide de devenir lucide — enfin! — sur ces sujets de sécurité. Je
voudrais simplement vous dire qu'il n'y a pas de sécurité intérieure sans une vraie stratégie extérieure. Sans la protection
de nos frontieres contre I'immigration illégale, il n'y aura pas de sécurité dans nos pays demain.

Tous nos pays, tous nos pays doivent coopérer en refusant de délivrer ensemble le moindre visa a des Ftats tiers qui
refusent de reprendre leurs ressortissants rentrés illégalement sur le sol européen. L'attentat de Mulhouse, qui a endeuillé
la France il y a quelques jours seulement, a été commis par un clandestin que I'Algérie avait refusé dix fois de suite de
reprendre sur son sol, alors méme qu'il avait commis des crimes sur le sol de notre pays. L'’Europe est de toute évidence
impuissante, ce qui aggrave l'insécurité pour nos concitoyens.

Je parle également d’une stratégie de protection des frontieres face au narcotrafic, qui menace aujourd’hui jusqu'a l'ordre
public et la souveraineté de nos Etats, et d’'une stratégie de protection de nos frontiéres face au risque terroriste. Dans
tous ces domaines, la sécurité intérieure passe de toute évidence par le fait de garantir que nous aurons ensemble une
vraie stratégie de sécurité extérieure.

Marieke Ehlers (PfE). — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, we leven in een tijd waarin de dreigingen niet alleen van
buitenaf komen, maar ook van binnenuit. Veiligheid is meer dan een strategie. Het garandeert het recht om je thuis te
voelen in je eigen land, in je eigen stad en in je eigen straat. De Amerikaanse vicepresident heeft gelijk: elke veiligheids-
strategie, of deze nu intern of extern is, zal pas slagen als we niet alleen weten waartegen we ons beschermen, maar ook
wat we beschermen.
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Het is op dit punt dat we de weg kwijt zijn geraakt. We hebben onze sociale cohesie verloren, de warmte van goed
nabuurschap, het vertrouwen om je deur open te laten en je toch veilig te voelen. Het gevoel van zorg voor elkaar is
langzaam vervaagd en het wordt tijd dat we dat weer terugvinden. Want ik wil weer leven in een land waar mijn
kinderen veilig buiten kunnen spelen, waar ze opgroeien in een samenleving die hen beschermt, begeleidt en trots
maakt op wie ze zijn. Zonder dat fundament kunnen we nog zoveel politieke of veiligheidsstrategieén bedenken, ze
blijven gedoemd om te falen.

Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Mr President, Commissioner Brunner, your predecessor Ylva Johansson’s internal security
strategy failed.

Migrant crime, bombings, shootings and radical Islam is Europe’s new normal. Across open borders, thieving gangs
move freely, plundering Swedish farms and families. I therefore welcome your more pragmatic, security-first approach
that builds on strict border controls and increased returns of migrants.

Now say it slow so the left can scribble it down in their feelings journal: we need mass deportations. That's how we
restore safety to our streets. It's time for those who talk about safe streets to deliver. More community centres, social
programmes and mass surveillance are the distractions of the left. They're banning ninja swords, but keeping the ninjas.
Ignore them and let’'s make Europe safe again.

Javier Zarzalejos (PPE). — Sefior presidente, sefiora vicepresidenta, sefior comisario, en primer lugar, creo que es justo
felicitarles por la presentacion de esta estrategia de seguridad interior de la Unién que significa el cumplimiento de un
compromiso, y de un compromiso en tiempo y forma, y que nos permite poder definir una estrategia que tiene que ser
consistente y que tiene que ser adecuada a la naturaleza y la gravedad de las amenazas. Un documento que no es
solamente un andlisis, que no es tampoco solamente una hoja de ruta, sino que tiene que ser un compromiso operativo
que nos permita medir el avance que se produce en este terreno a través de las iniciativas que impulse la Comisién.

No estamos amenazados solo como individuos, estamos amenazados como sistemas de convivencia. Estdn amenazadas
nuestras instituciones y nuestros propios sistemas democraticos. Y, de nuevo, no descubro nada cuando digo que la
clave a la que nos tenemos que enfrentar es nuestra capacidad para cumplir, es el delivery. Y en este punto creo que es
fundamental que reforcemos aquellos instrumentos ejecutivos que van a definir la capacidad para hacer buenos los
compromisos que se asumen en la estrategia. Me estoy refiriendo a las agencias europeas Europol, Eurojust, Frontex, la
Agencia de Asilo de la Unién Europea, la Agencia de los Derechos Fundamentales de la Unién Europea, la eu-Lisa, la
CEPOL vy, ahora, la ALBC y la Fiscalia Europea. Tenemos que dotarlas de medios —y en ese sentido el MFP va a ser
definitivo— y contemplar las mejoras necesarias en la regulacién de su mandato.

Tenemos ante nosotros un trabajo que no admite soluciones ficiles y en el que las instituciones, empezando por el
Parlamento, estén seguros de que cooperaran.

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy, szanowni Pafistwo! Bezpieczefistwo wewnetrzne
panstw czlonkowskich winno oznaczaé w pierwszej kolejnosci bezpieczenstwo obywateli naszych panstw. A jak to
wyglada w praktyce? Postuze si¢ przykladem mojego kraju — Polski. Otéz oddelegowany przez Ursule von der Leyen
na premiera rzadu polskiego Donald Tusk po to, aby rzekomo przywracaé zagrozong przez rzady Prawa
i Sprawiedliwo$ci praworzadno$¢, wprowadzal je w sposéb zaiste spektakularny, na przyklad dzisiaj w areszcie wydo-
bywczym przetrzymywana jest wsp6lpracownica poprzedniego premiera Mateusza Morawieckiego, ktéra na przestucha-
nia prowadzi si¢ w zespolonych kajdankach jak bardzo groZnego przestepce. Matka cigzko chorego dziecka jest szanta-
zowana — zeznasz co$ na poprzedniego premiera, to zostaniesz zwolniona.
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Inny przyklad to panie, ktérych zbrodnig bylo to, ze wspélpracowaly z poprzednimi ministrami czy premierem, przetr-
zymywane sg w aresztach bez podstawowych $rodkéw higienicznych. Swoje potrzeby fizjologiczne muszg zalatwiaé w
obecnosci mezezyzn. Réwniez probuje sie wymuszad na nich kompromitujgce zeznania na poprzednikéw. A co najcie-
kawsze, w ostatnich dniach z wigzienia zostaje zwolniony wyjatkowo bestialski morderca, ktéry probujac zabié
Jarostawa Kaczyniskiego, gdy mu si¢ to nie udalo, zamordowal Bogu ducha winnego pracownika biura poselskiego,
drugiemu poderznat gardlo i zostaje zwolniony trzy dni po tym, jak zostaje zaszczuta wieloletnia dyrektorka biura
Jarostawa Kaczyniskiego, ktérej odmawiano prawnika przy przestuchaniach. Tak wyglada praworzadno$¢ Donalda Tuska.

(Mdwca nie zgodzit sig na pytanie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki przez Dariusz Jotiski)

Paulo Cunha (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, a seguranga interna da Unido Europeia enfrenta desafios
sem precedentes.

As ameacas ndo respeitam fronteiras. E por isso que necessitamos, com urgéncia, de uma estratégia europeia de segu-
ranga interna, Unica, renovada, robusta e coerente.

Existem quatro prioridades claras para a drea da seguranca: a protegdo das fronteiras externas, o refor¢co da cooperagio
policial e judicidria, o combate ao terrorismo e a seguranga digital.

Estes quatro eixos permitem-nos uma resposta abrangente e multifacetada a uma ameaca em rdpida mutacio.

E crucial reforgar a cooperagdo entre os Estados-Membros. As fronteiras externas da Unido Europeia devem ser protegi-
das de forma eficiente, investindo em tecnologia e recursos humanos qualificados.

Hoje, a Europa deve reafirmar-se como um projeto de paz, garantindo a seguranga dos seus cidaddos e protegendo os
seus valores, mas sem ceder a tentagdo de restringir liberdades fundamentais.

Unidos somos mais fortes e, agora, mais do que nunca, precisamos de um verdadeiro pacto europeu para a seguranca.
(O orador aceita responder a uma pergunta «cartdo azub)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado Paulo Cunha, o senhor veio
fazer elogios a proposta de estratégia europeia de seguranga interna e quero fazer-lhe duas perguntas.

A primeira é a de saber se o senhor deputado acha mesmo que é de elogiar uma estratégia que estigmatiza migrantes,
estigmatiza a religido, mas fecha os olhos a criminalidade econémica e financeira, fecha os olhos as ameagas da extrema-
direita em termos de criminalidade?

E a segunda pergunta ¢ se acha que é correta uma estratégia que centra as atengdes nas agéncias europeias de seguranga,
desvalorizando e desconsiderando a necessidade de investimento nacional nas forcas e servicos de seguranga?

Paulo Cunha (PPE), Resposta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Elogio uma estratégia que enfrenta um problema que
existe. O erro seria nés ignorarmos uma dificuldade que é real e visivel por todos.

Considero que a solugdo preconizada pelo senhor comissdrio é uma solugdo pragmatica e o pragmatismo da solucdo ¢ o
melhor caminho para fomentarmos a migracdo. As politicas migratérias serdo favorecidas, serdo protegidas se nds
defendermos os canais legais.

O que estd em cima da mesa é regularizar um processo e a regularizacio trara resultados favoraveis do ponto de vista da
protecdo dos direitos dos migrantes.

Elena Donazzan (ECR). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, ¢’¢ una preghiera di un’associazione di ex militari che
dice: «salva noi, armati come siamo di fede e di amore». L'Europa ha perso la fede e ha confuso 'amore, e oggi ha un
problema di sicurezza piuttosto evidente.
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Dobbiamo uscire da questa ipocrisia e affrontare il tema con chiarezza; la strategia di sicurezza interna ¢ un’esigenza
fondamentale.

Non solo armi, certo! Ma anche armi, anche eserciti, anche forze militari, e certamente la sicurezza perd riguarda molto
di pit: riguarda i cittadini; riguarda i dati di questi cittadini, le imprese; riguarda i confini; riguarda i domini; riguarda la
terra, il mare e oggi anche lo spazio; riguarda le fonti energetiche, 'acqua, le materie prime, le infrastrutture strategiche.

E una guerra ibrida e dobbiamo averne consapevolezza e preparazione.

Deve percid cambiare il paradigma e dobbiamo agire per la difesa della nostra sovranita. In primis, oggi riguarda la
produzione industriale/personale e la liberta.

Maciej Wasik (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Dzisiaj musimy zmierzy¢ si¢ z pytaniem, dlaczego Europejczycy czujg sie
mniej bezpieczni. Badania wskazujg na trzy gléwne czynniki, ktére rzucajg cien na bezpieczenstwo w Europie. Po
pierwsze migracja i potezne trudno$ci z integracjg. Po 2015 roku miliony migrantéw przekroczylo granice Unii
Europejskiej. Ludzie na ulicach boja si¢ o swoje bezpieczenistwo, zwlaszcza po takich incydentach jak w Sylwestra w
Kolonii, gdzie zgloszono ponad 1200 napasci. Po drugie terroryzm. Powtarzajace si¢ zamachy, takie jak w Paryzu,
Berlinie, Strasburgu, Nicei czy w Brukseli, sprawiaja, Ze mieszkaficy czesto obawiaja si¢ przebywal w przestrzeni
publicznej. Po trzecie zwykla uliczna przestepczo$é. W 2023 roku w Paryzu odnotowano ponad 10.000 kradziezy z
uzyciem przemocy, a w Sztokholmie 62 strzelaniny gangéw i 300 gwaltéw. Budzi to strach na ulicach i paralizuje
mieszkancow.

Te obawy wymagaja dzialan, skutecznego zablokowania nielegalnej imigracji i wzmocnienia granic Europy. Pakt migra-
cyjny nie jest odpowiedzig na problemy zwigzane z migracja. To tylko przeniesienie probleméw Europy Zachodniej do
jeszcze bezpiecznych krajow, takich jak Polska, Czechy czy Wegry. Nalezy wycofal si¢ z paktu i wdrozy¢ szybkie i
skuteczne metody obrony granic i odsylania nielegalnych imigrantéw z Europy.

Gheorghe Piperea (ECR). - Domnule presedinte, vorbim aici despre securitate, dar in Cartea albd pentru apirarea
europeand nu este vorba doar despre securitate, ci despre transformarea economiei si a sistemului nostru politic intr-
un capitalism de stat care pune industria militard in centrul siu. Nu reprezintd o ajustare economicd. Este de fapt
construirea unei economii de rdzboi, iar o economie de rizboi nu este o economie de piatd, nu e o democratie.

O economie de rizboi inseamnd rechizitionarea resurselor, consolidarea productiei de armament in carteluri monopoli-
ste si subordonarea intregii industrii nevoilor militare, inseamnd functionarea sub un sistem de achizitii publice opace si
confidentiale, unde responsabilitatea, atat legald, cat si morald, este eliminatd ostentativ. inseamnd ci vom trdi intr-o
urgentd permanentd, unde deciziile sunt luate cu usile inchise, justificate prin nevoia de securitate, iar nu prin dezbateri
democratice.

Chiar ne dorim si redefinim Europa in jurul armelor si al razboiului? Suntem dispusi sd acceptim un viitor in care
planificarea economica serveste strategiilor militare §i nu bundstarii sociale? Securitatea este esentiald, dar nu o securitate
creatd cu pretul democratiei, transparentei si libertitii economice.

Brivais mikrofons

Dariusz Jofiski (PPE). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Bezpieczefistwo Europy to jest hasto polskiej prezydencji i nie dotyczy
tylko i wylacznie bezpieczefistwa naszych granic, ale rdwniez bezpieczenstwa wewngtrznego. Wiec tym bardziej cieszy,
ze Komisja Europejska przygotowala jasny konkretny plan walki z gangami przestgpczymi, zorganizowanymi grupami
przestepczymi, a jest ich blisko 5 tysiecy w Unii Europejskiej. Kazdy, ale to absolutnie kazdy, kto korzysta z naszej
goscinnosci europejskiej, a mamy Europe otwarts, ale brutalnie famie prawo, musi by¢ deportowany. Taka zasade
przyjelismy w Polsce i od wielu tygodni premier Donald Tusk stosuje zasade zero tolerancji dla tych, ktérzy wiasnie
brutalnie tamig prawo, a przyjezdzaja i korzystaja z naszej goscinnosci.

Cieszy, ze wzmacniamy Frontex. Cieszy, ze Europol bedzie mial role operacyjng i stanie si¢ taka specjalng sita policyjna,
ktéra bedzie reagowala. Musimy reagowacl. Bezpieczenstwo dla Europy, dla nas wszystkich jest najwazniejsze.
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José Cepeda (S&D). - Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, primero, me gustaria extender mis felicitaciones por
la estrategia de seguridad interior de la Unién Europea. Pero hay dos cosas que me preocupan especialmente y que
querfa compartir con usted y con la vicepresidenta Virkkunen.

La primera tiene que ver con el ecosistema digital. Usted ha dicho que vamos incluso a eliminar contenidos de las
plataformas. Eso puede estar muy bien, pero por lo menos deberfamos plantear claramente cémo verificar la identidad
cada una de las plataformas y como se aplica realmente en Europa el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Yo creo que en
esto ustedes tienen que ser mucho mds duros y mucho mds contundentes.

En segundo lugar, estamos hablando del Plan ReArmar Europa. Estamos hablando realmente de cémo definir nuestra
estrategia de seguridad de fronteras hacia fuera. Y uno de los grandes déficits que, por ejemplo, plantea el Informe
Niinistd es el de los servicios de inteligencia. Para hacer realmente una seguridad interior es mucho mds importante
que la inteligencia interior también esté perfectamente coordinada. Ese, sin lugar a dudas, es uno de los retos que tienen
que desarrollar en este programa de trabajo.

Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio Brunner, a estratégia europeia de seguranga interna
define prioridades erradas, ameaca as liberdades dos cidaddos e dedica-se a cacar bruxas enquanto fecha os olhos aos
crimes de colarinho branco e as ameacas da extrema-direita.

A proposta apresentada pela Comissdo comete quatro pecados capitais.

Primeiro, centra as suas atengOes nas agéncias europeias, quando a prioridade devia ser o apoio ao investimento nas
forgas e nos servigos de seguranga de seguranga nacionais.

Segundo, reforca mecanismos de vigilincia das pessoas e aponta perspetivas de mais restrigdes de direitos, liberdades e
garantias dos cidaddos, incluindo a sua privacidade e a protegdo dos seus dados pessoais.

Terceiro, desconsidera completamente o combate a criminalidade econdmica e financeira, incluindo aquela que se desen-
volve utilizando a liberdade de circulagio de capitais e modernos meios e capacidades tecnoldgicos.

Quarto, instrumentaliza a religido e os migrantes, fazendo deles bodes expiatérios da criminalidade, fechando os olhos a
prdticas criminais e ameagas que tém origem em forcas de extrema-direita.

Esta estratégia ndo garante a seguranca nem defende a democracia.

Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, postovani povjerenice, kolegice i kolege, prema dostupnim poda-
cima Europola na podrucju Europske unije djeluje 821 kriminalna mreza. Glavna djelatnost: trgovina drogom, trgovina
ljudima, kiberneticki kriminal i, naravno, pranje novca. Stoga pozdravljam ovu inicijativu koja nam prije svega donosi
integrirani rad sigurnosnih agencija, $to zna¢i dublju suradnju izmedu nacionalnih sigurnosnih sluzbi, Europola
i Frontexa. Osim toga, ono $to je bitno, Zelimo unaprijediti Kiberneticku sigurnost, nove tehnologije za detekciju i
neutralizaciju kibernetickih prijetnji, naravno, Zeleéi zastititi digitalnu infrastrukturu i podatke nasih gradana. Ono $to
je jako vazno, to je jasnija i vaznija kontrola na vanjskim granicama Europske unije. Borba protiv dezinformacija nesto je
o ¢emu stalno govorim, godinama u ovom parlamentu, a to se prije svega odnosi i na medijsku pismenost prema nasim
gradanima koji tek ulaze u Zivot. Zaklju¢no, implementacijom ovih mjera Zelimo povelati otpornost Europske unije. I
naravno, ono §to je najbitnije... (predsjedavajudi je govorniku oduzeo rijec)

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI). — Domnule presedinte, in calitate de avocat, nu pot si nu avertizez intreaga lume
europeand de faptul cd sub acoperisul acestei strategii de securitate, dumneavoastrd implementati cea mai cumplitd
dictaturd si reinventati inchizitia. Ma astept acum sd il aud pe Galileo Galilei spunand: E pur si muove!, pentru cid aici
suntem. Inchizitia a durat 600 de ani si a distrus intreaga omenire.

Dumneavoastrd nu ne mai acuzati cd suntem extrema dreaptd, pentru ci dumneavoastrd sunteti extremistii lumii si ati
ucis proiectul european. Ne-ati anulat dreptul de a avea o opinie, de a ne exprima, de a gandi. Dacd nu gandim ca
dumneavoastrd, oficial, suntem paria societatii.
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Nu veti ajunge nicdieri in felul acesta. Avem drepturi si libertdti fundamentale pe care trebuie si ni le respectati, pentru
care au murit milioane de oameni si si le castige. Sunteti doar o dictaturd care trebuie datd jos.

Ana Miguel Pedro (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Caro Comissdrio, quero felicitd-lo, antes de mais, pela estratégia que aqui
nos traz hoje.

E um passo decisivo para enfrentar a realidade que todos reconhecemos. As ameagas ji ndo tém fronteiras e sdo cada
vez mais rdpidas, inteligentes, interligadas.

Estamos a lidar com uma combinagio explosiva de crime organizado, terrorismo, ameacas hibridas e até atos de sabo-
tagem promovidos por Estados hostis.

Mas sejamos francos, enquanto discutimos estratégias, os criminosos ndo perdem tempo com burocracias para atravessar
fronteiras.

Neste contexto, a partilha de informagdes entre Estados-Membros é absolutamente crucial. Se os criminosos continua-
rem a partilhar informacdes de forma mais rdpida e eficaz do que néds, a Europa terd perdido a batalha antes dela
comegar.

Caro Comissdrio, esta estratégia ¢ uma oportunidade tnica para corrigir os erros do passado e demonstrarmos que a
Europa consegue responder a altura das ameagas que enfrenta.

Lukas Sieper (NI). — Herr Prisident, liebe Menschen Europas! Die Bedrohungen fiir unsere innere Sicherheit sind real —
von russischer Sabotage bis hin zu islamistischen, links- oder rechtsextremistischen Terrorzellen, von Cyberangriffen bis
hin zu Wahlmanipulation. Diese Strategie erkennt das an, aber wenn wir europdische Sicherheit wollen, dann brauchen
wir europdische Losungen. Das bedeutet eine Ermittlungshoheit von Europol in transnationalen Fillen, europdische
Einsatzkrifte zum Schutz kritischer Infrastruktur, vernetzte Datenbanken anstatt 27-mal Biirokratie und 27-mal natio-
nales Kompetenzchaos. Es heifst aber auch, Freiheit verteidigen, wihrend wir Sicherheit verteidigen: keine anlasslose
Masseniiberwachung, keine Chatkontrolle, keine Kriminalisierung von Verschliisselung.

Sicherheit ist kein Vorwand, um Grundrechte abzubauen; sie ist ein Versprechen, sie zu schiitzen. Setzen wir auf eine
moderne, digitale, grundrechtsbasierte Sicherheit, bauen wir eine Union, die sich selbst schiitzen kann, ohne sich abzusc-
hotten, ohne ihre Seele zu verlieren.

(Briva mikrofona uzstasanos beigas.)

Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you very much
for this debate. Commissioner Brunner and I have been listening very carefully to what you all have said here, and I
think it's very encouraging to hear that in this House, there seems to be broad agreement that we need a change in our
approach to security.

And this is also, as we know, something that EU citizens also expect from us. According to the latest Eurobarometer,
64 % of EU citizens expressed concerns about the EU’s security.

Europe has long been a beacon of freedom, security and prosperity, grounded in the rule of law, democracy and shared
values. But in today’s rapidly evolving world, our security landscape has changed. The threats we are facing today, they
are larger, they are more global and also increasingly they are online — ranging from organised crime and terrorism to
hybrid threats fuelled with disinformation, fear and sabotage to our critical infrastructures.

So, it is clear that No Member State can tackle these threats alone. We need a bold, proactive and also coordinated
European response. The European internal security strategy is this response, together with the white paper on the future
of defence and the preparedness Union strategy. We are now setting together the vision for a safe, secure and more
resilient European Union.

Security is also a precondition for our democracy. Our security will be further strengthened by the upcoming
Democracy Shield, which will also lay out a comprehensive framework to protect and promote democracy in the
European Union.
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We do not start from scratch. Our work will build on the existing vast European internal security architecture with
many achievements already in place. We will reinforce partnership with the third countries contributing to global
security. We will also make the EU more secure by reinforcing our capabilities, leveraging technology, enhancing cyber
security and combating security threats decisively.

I cannot stress enough the online dimension of security: combating hateful, criminal and radical online content is a top
priority for us. So is ensuring lawful access to data, while preserving privacy and cybersecurity.

Here, I want to underline especially the need to protect our children online. We need a new legal framework on
protecting children from sexual abuse online. I count on the co-legislators to advance the negotiations here very swiftly,
and we will put forward also new initiatives to protect children from radicalisation, online recruitment of gangs and
cyber bullying and other serious threats.

Resilience is at the heart of all our security measures. We need a change of mindset towards a whole-of-society approach
where each citizen, civil society, businesses and academia feel engaged and empowered. As President Niinist6 said in his
report, security is a public good. We all need to protect it together.

President. — The debate is closed.
Rakstiski pazinojumi (178. pants)

Caterina Chinnici (PPE), per iscritto. — La relazione EU-SOCTA 2025 conferma quanto la criminalitd organizzata
minacci la coesione politica, economica e sociale dellEuropa, oltre che la sicurezza e la liberta dei cittadini.

Gruppi criminali organizzati, sempre pit diffusi e radicati, ricorrono a strumentazioni e tecnologie sempre pilt com-
plesse e sofisticate per i loro traffici e per reinvestirne gli ingenti profitti nell'economia legale.

Le tensioni geopolitiche, poi, riacutizzano la minaccia terroristica.
L'UE deve quindi dotarsi di una nuova, forte ed ambiziosa strategia di sicurezza interna.

Bene dunque il rafforzamento di Europol e delle capacita di prevenzione, analisi ed indagine delle autorita di contrasto
nazionali, anche migliorandone 'accesso a dati e informazioni.

Bene l'approccio «follow the money», con la rapida implementazione delle nuove norme antiriciclaggio.
Bene la cooperazione con i paesi terzi.

Europol, EPPO, AMLA e gli altri organi del'UE impegnati nel settore devono pertanto ricevere tutte le risorse necessarie
ai loro compiti.

Sicurezza per tutti deve poi significare, anzitutto, sicurezza per i pitt vulnerabili, cio¢ prevenzione e contrasto al reclu-
tamento di minori a scopi criminali e lotta alle violenze e agli abusi sessuali sui bambini, online e offline.

Solo un’UE davvero sicura al proprio interno pud garantire i diritti dei cittadini e affrontare adeguatamente anche le
sfide internazionali.

12. Crparerus Ha EC 3a Cbr03 Ha rOTOBHOCT (pa3uCKBaHe)

Priekssedetajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Komisijas pazinojumu par Savienibas krizgatavibas
stratégiju (2025/2641(RSP)).

Hadja Lahbib, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, it’s a pleasure to speak to you about a
topic that concerns all of us: preparedness for keeping our societies working and our citizens safe under any circum-
stance.
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Today’s existing and emerging threats facing Europe are many, complex, and they are frequently connected. That is why
our Preparedness Strategy is based on an "all-hazards’ approach, from natural disasters to man-made disasters and hybrid
threats, which can often take unpredictable forms.

It is a fact that no one can deny. Every year, more and more extreme weather disasters are striking our communities
with tragic consequences. And they are happening with greater intensity than ever before. Flash floods, wildfires, heat-
waves. At the same time, the phones we carry in our pockets, our computers, social media, electrical grids, financial
institutions, supply chains and raw materials are also vulnerable.

No country can face these massive challenges alone. This is today’s reality. So we must face it in an orderly manner with
collective responsibility and solidarity, and we must pay particular attention to our most vulnerable citizens: children,
the elderly, people with disabilities and all those who are often the first victims in times of crisis.

Honourable Members, the bottom line is we must be ready for anything, even the unexpected. We must be able to
maintain the vital services of all democratic societies: children going to school; hospitals delivering care; governments
and parliaments continuing to fulfil their responsibilities no matter what happens.

For that, we must take a holistic approach. Our reinforced preparedness cannot rely on isolated silos. It has to be
systematic, coordinated and integrated in different areas. It must also be proactive to anticipate risks and challenges.

Now, you may ask yourself, is this the role of the European Union? And the answer is yes, our people want it. Last
year's Eurobarometer survey shows that more than six out of ten Europeans say they need more information to prepare
for disasters, and more than eight out of ten Europeans believe the EU should be more involved in preparedness efforts
for future crises.

Honourable Members, as Commissioner for Preparedness and Crisis Management, I have been endorsed by our President
to work with the Executive Vice-President Minzatu to present a preparedness strategy to help keep people safe, prepared
and informed. I take this responsibility very seriously. This is not about preparing for war or alarming our citizens, quite
the opposite. It is about raising awareness and preparing our people in an active manner. It is about working together
with our Member States, our political representatives, our partners, the private sector and our citizens to build trust and
responsibility. That's what our citizens expect, and that’s the promise of our Union, a project of peace and prosperity.

And to keep our promises, we are preparing. We must reach all our citizens. We will leave no one behind. That's why,
since the start of my mandate, I have visited countries around Europe, I have multiplied exchanges with ministers of
interior on security, I have visited different emergency centres and civil protection services from across Europe and
around the world to exchange on lessons learned and best practices. The EU Preparedness Strategy is the result of all
of this, and is built on the Niinisto reports by the previous President of Finland, with whom I had an extensive exchange
as well.

The EU is now taking concrete action to keep Europeans safe. Last week we launched our Preparedness Union Strategy.
This is one of the first 100-day initiatives of the Commission’s mandate. It is concrete, targeted and operational. This
strategy of preparedness and readiness is based on three principles. First, an "all-hazards’ approach. This means taking an
integrated and comprehensive approach to the full range of natural- and human-induced threats and their cascading
effects across sectors. Second, we are taking a 'whole of government’ approach. This ensures that authorities at every
level contribute and know their role in an emergency at local, regional, national and EU level. Preparedness lies prima-
rily within the Member States’ competences. This strategy will make us more coordinated and efficient in supporting our
Member States with an additional layer of protection. And third, we are taking a "'whole of society’ approach. Everyone
on board — citizens, businesses, media and civil society. Everyone doing their part to keep their family, friends, workers
and communities safe.

Our Preparedness Strategy sets out 30 clear and concrete key actions. I will briefly focus on six of them, for the sake of
time. First, we are strengthening our Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) and setting up an EU crisis
coordination hub. We are breaking down silos to be more coordinated and more comprehensive. It will support coor-
dination across sectors during a crisis, not just for civil protection, but across Commission services to address the spill-
over effects of today’s complex crises in areas like health and energy, for instance.
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Second, we are beefing up our Union Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM), which quickly coordinates aid, mobilises
emergency teams and delivers life-saving assistance when floods, wildfires and other disasters strike. And our Member
States are using it more and more. Requests for assistance have gone up by over ten times since it started in the
early 2000s. This shows the value of this shield of protection.

And third, we are making full use of Europe’s Copernicus and Galileo satellite systems. Copernicus provides Earth
observation to help anticipate and reduce the impact of disasters like floods, wildfires, and earthquakes. In fact, just
last week, Copernicus was activated after the devastating earthquake in Myanmar. And the upcoming Galileo emergency
warning satellite service will enable national civil protection authorities to send alert messages directly to our European
citizens.

Fourth, we are strengthening our ability to protect our critical infrastructure and services, to keep our societies running
during emergencies, to make sure that food and water continue to be available, and hospitals, ports, airports, energy
supplies and digital services continue to function even under very extreme conditions.

Fifth, we are boosting our rescue strategic reserves for when national competence capacities are stretched. Rescue
includes stockpiles of vital medical, energy and shelter equipment and specialised capacities for chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear threats. Just last week, in France, [ visited strategic rescue stocks with CBRN countermeasures
and other equipment like emergency resuscitation equipment.

And finally, sixth, we are strengthening our civil military cooperation so investment can benefit civilians and military.
Civilian services and infrastructure play a key role in supporting the military during emergencies. We are also getting
more young people involved in building a new culture of preparedness programmes like Erasmus+, and the European
Solidarity Corps will help create a new generation who are aware, trained and ready to act in in emergency.

To conclude, honourable Members, this is a once-in-a-generation moment for the safety of Europe. Strengthening our
preparedness will be a key part of this. Your support in Parliament will be essential for our success. You are part of the
'whole of government’ approach as an institution and "all citizens’ approach because you are their voice. So when we are
prepared together, we are safer together. Now it's time to get to work and to put all of this into action.

Lena Diipont, im Namen der PPE-Fraktion. — Herr Président! Frau Kommissarin, Sie haben es gerade den once-in-a-gene-
ration moment genannt. Wenn wir uns die Entwicklungsgeschichte der Europdischen Union einmal angucken, dann sind
wir hervorgegangen aus den Lehren des Zweiten Weltkrieges. Wir haben Sicherheit primir damals voreinander geschaf-
fen. Wir sind wirtschaftlich erfolgreich geworden, wir haben den Binnenmarkt geformt, wir sind dariiber wirtschaftlich
ein sehr starker Akteur geworden. Wir sind heute in der Situation, wo wir Wettbewerbsfihigkeit wiederherstellen miis-
sen, und wir sind in einer Situation, wo wir Sicherheit fiireinander herstellen miissen.

Frieden, Freiheit, Stabilitit — das ist in den letzten Wochen, Monaten, Jahren klar geworden — sind keine Selbstverstind-
lichkeit. Das Defence White Paper, die Internal Security Strategy, die Preparedness Strategy sind Ausdruck davon, und ich
danke Thnen ausdriicklich, Frau Kommissarin, fur Thren Beitrag zu der Strategie oder Thre Strategie in dem Fall.

Ich mochte drei building blocks sozusagen einmal herausgreifen, die neben allen anderen natiirlich genauso wichtig sind,
aber zur Grundbedingung sozusagen einer erfolgreichen Resilienz-Strategie mit dazugehoren.

Das eine ist das Lagebild und der Informationsaustausch. Wir miissen schnell alle relevanten Akteure, auch die aus dem
Innenbereich unserer Agenturen im Bereich justice and home affairs einbinden, damit wir eine gemeinsame Risikowahr-
nehmung auf europdischer Ebene etablieren konnen, um daraus politisches Handeln abzuleiten.
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Wir brauchen diese gemeinsame Risikowahrnehmung auch in der Bevolkerung. Wir miissen iiber Schulen — der Vorsch-
lag sieht es ja vor —, tiber offentliche Debatten alarmieren, ohne alarmierend zu sein — ein ganz wesentlicher Unterschied.
Denn das Ziel ist dabei, die Bevolkerung zu befihigen, mit Krisen umzugehen, eben resilienter zu sein, als wir es jetzt
sind. Sie haben gerade auch Erasmus und das Solidaritdtskorps angesprochen. Warum nicht Erasmus fiir Katastrophensc-
hutz, zum Beispiel, das zusammenzubringen und zu unterstiitzen?

Und zu guter Letzt: Die zivil-militdrische Zusammenarbeit funktioniert dann, wenn wir ihnen erlauben, zu iiben, zu
iiben, zu iiben, Abliufe durchzuspielen, Aufgaben festzulegen und zu erproben.

Und ich mochte schliefen mit drei Bitten. Einmal an die Mitgliedstaaten: Thre eigene Sicherheit, die europdische
Sicherheit ernst zu nehmen, ambitioniert zu sein. Es ist eine Zeit, die Mut braucht, aber auch belohnt. An die Kommis-
sion die Bitte, das Parlament mitzunehmen, nicht nur bei der Entwicklung der Strategie in der gemeinsamen Risikowahr-
nehmung, sondern auch als Kommunikatoren im Wahlkreis, als diejenigen, die die Strategie auch weitertragen konnen,
und die Bitte, alle Akteure und Agenturen aus dem Innenbereich auch mitzunehmen.

Und an uns alle: whole-of-government, whole-of-society, all-hazards approach bindet uns alle. Und deswegen ist es nicht
weniger Zeit fiir Europa, sondern mehr. On with courage and determination.

PRESIDENZA: PINA PICIERNO

Vicepresidente

Tavvng Mavidng, €& ovopatog ¢ opddac SED. — Kupla Tpoedpe, ayammrol ouvadehgor, o kOOROG pag yivetar 0o kat
Aiyotepo aopahrs. Ot ouvémeleg e KMPATIKNG KpLoNG KAVOUY TIC QUOIKEC KATAOTPOQEG TO 1OYUPEG KAL MO OUXVEG. AUTO
QavKe Kal oTIG mPooPates kataotpo@és oty EAMada, ota vnotd tou Aryaiou kat tic Kukhadec. Eto mhaioto auto, kalwoopi-
Coupte Ty éxdeon g Eupenaikig Emtpomic yia v oo ta.

Ta va yivoupe OpOG TO OVDEKTIKOL QMEVAVTL OTIC GUYXPOVEG QMEINEG, TIPETEL VA TPOETOIHACOUHE TIG KOWWVIEG HaG, GOTE v
&épouv mag da avudpacouv. Na dwpakicoupe Tig unodopes pag, dnuootes kar wdiwtikéc. Na mpoywprioouv ta kpatn pekn,
XTLOVTaG OTOUG GTOXOUG aVIEKTIKOTITTAG TOU EUPWTIOIKOU UIXAVIGHOU TOMTIKIG TpooTaciac. Na amoKTHeOULE [iia EUPOMAIKT]
éxkDeorn agloAoynone KivdUvev kal kowr avTiAyn anelAdv fe GaQels Kat TEKHNPIOHEVES EDVIKEG EKDECELG aGlOAOYNONG KIvOUVKV.
Kat t8hog, va ddooupe ouciaotikd vonua ot prtpa ahnleyyung tou apdpou 222 kai ot pritpa apotfaiag fordeiag tou
apdpou 42 mapaypagog 7 e SuviiKkig, GOTE Vo PV LEVOUV KEVO YPAMA v KAl OTIOTE XPELACTEL.

Roberto Vannacci, a nome del gruppo PfE. — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, c'¢ un tedesco, un francese, un belga
e un italiano. Sembra l'inizio di una barzelletta, purtroppo non lo e.

Von der Leyen, Macron, Lahbib e Draghi — ovvero le stesse persone che ci hanno fatto sprofondare in una crisi acutis-
sima — oggi ci dicono cosa dovremmo fare per uscirne fuori.

E, daltra parte, loro ci hanno dato le macchine elettriche, ci hanno dato la guerra ad oltranza, ci hanno dato le sanzioni
che avrebbero spezzato le reni al Cremlino e oggi tirano fuori dal cilindro le armi e lo zainetto per la sopravvivenza, che
ci dovrebbe salvare dai cosacchi.

Lo zaino pesa, Commissaria Lahbib, si vede che non ne ha mai portato uno sulle spalle. E proprio per questo l'unica
cosa che possiamo fare per salvarci ¢ allenarci.

Allenarci a correre per scappare da ladri, stupratori, molestatori, in gran parte immigrati clandestini, che a causa vostra
hanno ricominciato a fare le scorrerie in Europa. Allenarci a sopportare il freddo, perché a causa vostra l'energia costa
sempre pill cara. E allenarci anche a vivere in clandestinita, perché a causa vostra 'Europa greca, romana e cristiana ¢
perseguitata ovunque e sta morendo.
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E allora, tenetevele le vostre armi e il vostro zainetto per la sopravvivenza, perché noi non sappiamo cosa farcene. Se
volete fare qualcosa di buono per questa Europa, sparite! Perché potreste anche cominciare ad allenarvi a correre,
potrebbe tornarvi utile.

Beata Szydlo, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! Z uwaga wystuchalam Pani wystapienia.
Skoncentrowala si¢ Pani przede wszystkim na zarzadzaniu kryzysowym w zwiazku z zagrozeniami wynikajacymi z
klesk zywiotowych. Ale dokument, ktéry panistwo opublikowaliscie dotyczacy gotowosci, traktuje sprawe szerzej.
Pozwoli Pani, ze skoncentruje si¢ na tym drugim wymiarze. Po pierwsze, mam watpliwos¢, wynika to réwniez z mojego
dos$wiadczenia, kiedy bylam premierem polskiego rzadu, czy zarzadzanie centralne na poziomie Unii Europejskiej w
takich sytuacjach kryzysowych jest najlepszym pomystem. Na pewno potrzebne jest wsparcie, solidarno$¢ i wspotpraca.
Nie ulega watpliwosci. Natomiast w sytuacjach kryzysowych trzeba dzialal szybko i trzeba podejmowal decyzje tu i
teraz. Obawiam si¢, Ze machina urzednicza bedzie dzialala zbyt wolno. I druga refleksja, ktéra nasuwa si¢ juz bardzo
krétko w zwigzku z tym. Granica pomiedzy wsparciem, pomocg, checig obrony demokratycznego procesu a préba
ingerowania w procesy demokratyczne, w poszczegélne panstwa czlonkowskie jest bardzo waska, bardzo cienka. W
ostatnich miesigcach réwniez obserwujemy ze strony......

(Przewodniczgca odebrata méwcezyni glos)

Grégory Allione, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, la semaine derniére, vous avez,
Madame la Commissaire Lahbib, présenté une stratégie pour préparer notre Europe, laquelle s'appuie sur les recomman-
dations du rapport Niinisto. Je tenais a vous en féliciter. En tant que sapeur-pompier, c'est la premiére fois que je vois
celles et ceux que je croise dans la rue enfin me parler de I'Europe qui leur permet de se préparer. Méme si certains
pensent tout savoir, sachez que quelques opérationnels, qui sont ici dans la salle, partagent ce qui est préparé par notre
Union européenne.

Le 5 novembre dernier, comme vous, la présidente de la Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, a évoqué la nécessité
d’encourager les volontaires et les bénévoles a s'engager dans la protection collective, dans la protection civile.

Madame Lahbib, je vous fais confiance pour proposer dans les prochains mois un texte qui donnera les grandes lignes
de 'engagement citoyen volontaire, afin de le protéger, de le reconnaitre et de le défendre. Oui, il faut un cadre juridique
clair, pour nos concitoyens, pour appuyer votre préparation de notre union.

Because we are safer together, solidarity and commitment must guide our actions toward a more secure, cohesive and
resilient Europe.

Diana Riba i Giner, en nombre del Grupo Verts/ALE. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, preparar a Europa para las
crisis que se nos plantean no es una opcién, es una necesidad. Pero nos sorprende que, de todos los retos en materia de
seguridad, la Comisién haya decidido centrar su comunicacién en un kit de supervivencia, un kit que se propuso en un
informe en este Parlamento hace ya un afio y que aparece ahora.

Nos preguntamos por qué, y creo que no hace falta ser muy brillante para ver que lo que intentan es crear un clima de
urgencia que haga indiscutible la inversion en armamento que nos han planteado. Nosotros —como ha hecho muy bien
hoy, comisaria— queremos hablar de seguridad: de seguridad energética. Necesitamos una inversion masiva en renova-
bles porque, si no, seguiremos estando en manos de Rusia, los Estados Unidos o Qatar. Queremos hablar de seguridad
digital, porque el 90 % de nuestras empresas dependen de los servicios que estdn en la nube de Amazon, Microsoft o
Google, o de las principales redes sociales que todos nosotros y también todos los ciudadanos europeos utilizan y son
propiedades de tecnoligarcas estadounidenses, por lo que necesitamos impulsar tecnologia y redes europeas. También
queremos hablar de la seguridad alimentaria, que estamos reduciendo con acuerdos de libre comercio que condenan a
nuestro sector primario.

Por lo tanto, hablemos de seguridad con madurez en toda su amplitud y no traslademos la responsabilidad a nuestros
ciudadanos pidiéndoles que compren un kit de supervivencia.
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Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE). — Sefiora presidenta, querfa plantear una cuestion de observancia del Reglamento
interno en relacién con la intervencién del diputado que hablé hace dos turnos, sobre la base del articulo 10, apartado 4,
del Reglamento interno del Parlamento, que dice que en los debates parlamentarios los diputados y diputadas no recur-
riremos a un lenguaje ofensivo.

Yo considero, por lo menos bajo el punto de vista ético y también siguiendo el Reglamento interno, que unir a un
inmigrante con violacion es lenguaje ofensivo.

Presidente. — La ringrazio, onorevole Miranda. lo sono d’accordo con lei ed ¢ giusto che il dibattito dentro quest’Aula
venga contenuto sempre entro un perimetro civile e rispettoso di tutte e di tutti. La ringrazio per il suo intervento.

Merja Kyllonen, The Left-ryhmdn puolesta. — Arvoisa puhemies, turvallisuus ei ole koskaan itsestddnselvyys. Se vaatii
jatkuvaa tyotd ja vahvaa ennakointia. Komission esittelemd varautumisunionistrategia sisiltdd konkreettisia toimia, joilla
voidaan vahvistaa laajasti Euroopan turvallisuutta.

Mutta pelkkd strategia ei riitd. Varautumisunionin rakentaminen ei ole sprintti. Turvallisuuskuvan on oltava laaja. Se ei
ole pelkkid sotilaallista puolustamista. Se on maratonlaji, jossa aidosti katsotaan kaikkia huoltovarmuuden haasteita. Se
edellyttdd pitkdjanteistd toimeenpanoa ja ennen kaikkea riittdvad rahoitusta, muuten suunnitelmat jadvat vain paperille.
Kaikkien asiakirjojen strategioiden, puhutaanpa sitten puolustuksesta, sisdisestd turvallisuudesta tai varautumisesta, pitdd
olla kokonaisuus.

Euroopan turvallisuus on johdonmukainen paketti. Meiddn on varmistettava, ettd ndma linjaukset muuttuvat konkreetti-
siksi toimiksi ja vahvistavat pysyvisti EUmn turvallisuusrakenteita. Vain siten rakennamme varautumisunionia ja koko-
naisvaltaisesti vahvempaa Eurooppaa.

Christine Anderson, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin! Essen, Wasser, Nahrungsmittel und Batterien im
Haus zu haben - das nennt man Prepping oder gesunder Menschenverstand. Biirger, die sich so auf den Ernstfall
vorbereiteten, wurden bisher von Thnen als Aluhiite oder Weltuntergangsfanatiker verspottet. Und jetzt? Jetzt verlangen
Sie plotzlich genau das, was Sie noch letztes Jahr ins Reich der Verschworungstheorie verbannt haben. Doch bei Threm
Vorschlag geht es nicht um kluge Vorsorge fiir den moglichen Ernstfall: Sie machen mal wieder Politik mit der Angst.

Wihrend COVID haben Sie ja gelernt, dass die von Thnen in Angst und Schrecken versetzten Biirger der Durchsetzung
Threr politisch illiberalen Agenda zustimmen werden. Mit Awareness-Kampagnen, europaweitem Preparedness Day, mit
Lehrpldnen fiir Kinder, nicht zuletzt mit Sprache machen Sie den Ausnahmezustand zum Dauerzustand. Durch stindige
Alarmbereitschaft normalisieren Sie den Angstzustand. Veringstigte Biirger lassen sich doch so viel leichter beherrschen,
nicht wahr? Vor allem aber lassen sich die Biirger besser davon ablenken, wer die Energiekrise, die Geldentwertung und
die wachsende Kriegsgefahr zu verantworten hat, nimlich Sie, die EU-Kommission. Vielen herzlichen Dank dafir! Die
Biirger werden es Thnen hoffentlich irgendwann einmal wirklich heimzuzahlen wissen.

Presidente. — Anche in questo caso devo richiamare a un linguaggio rispettoso, come abbiamo gia detto — rispettoso
della Commissaria e rispettoso anche delle colleghe e dei colleghi che in quest’Aula siedono.

E possibile naturalmente esprimere critiche, ma cerchiamo di essere rispettosi.

Lukas Mandl (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin! Mein Italienisch reicht gerade noch aus, um dem zuzustimmen, was Sie gerade
gesagt haben, Frau Prdsidentin, und ich danke herzlich dafiir. Frau Kommissarin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Es ist
wichtig, dass wir in Zivilschutz investieren in Europa in diesen Zeiten. Es ist wichtig, dass die neue Europdische
Kommission klare Schwerpunkte setzt fiir Sicherheit und fir Wirtschaft, fir Wirtschaft und fiir Sicherheit und fur die
Zusammenhinge dazwischen. Zur Sicherheit gehort selbstverstindlich auch der Zivilschutz. Die Verantwortung ist
immer die Verantwortung fiir die anderen. Wir machen nicht nur Zivilschutz fur uns selbst — gewissermafien egoi-
stisch —, sondern auch fiir alle Menschen in unserer Gesellschaft und auch fiir kommende Generationen. Deshalb ist es
so wichtig, jetzt zu investieren.

Wir haben vorbereitet — in meiner vorletzten Periode hier im Europiischen Parlament durfte ich das verhandeln, den
Katastrophenschutzmechanismus. Er hat sich auch schon positiv ausgewirkt, bei Waldbrinden, als europiische
Mitgliedstaaten zusammengewirkt haben, um diese Naturkatastrophen zu bekdmpfen. Was damals wichtig war und
was auch jetzt wichtig ist und was ich Thnen ans Herz legen mochte, Frau Kommissarin, ist, dass wir subsididr denken.
In Osterreich sind es der Zivilschutzverband und die Feuerwehren, selbstverstindlich immer zusammen mit dem Bun-
desheer und Profis in allen Bereichen und Ehrenamtlichen in allen Bereichen, die subsidiir zusammenwirken, damit
Katastrophenschutz wirklich gelingen kann und Zivilschutz gelingen kann, und nicht zentralistisch, sondern mit den
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Betroffenen vor Ort auch diesen europdischen Zivilschutz zu entwickeln, das scheint mir so wichtig zu sein. Dann sind
wir auf dem richtigen Weg.

Christophe Clergeau (S&D). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, je partage totalement vos priorités
politiques, a savoir nous préparer a tous les risques, mobiliser tous les niveaux de gouvernement, mobiliser la société
tout entiere et faire émerger une nouvelle culture commune des risques fondée sur la solidarité et la cohésion. Nous
sommes nombreux ici a avoir une demande forte a votre égard: favoriser I'engagement citoyen et sécuriser le statut des
volontaires, et notamment des pompiers, en réglant la question de l'application de la directive sur le temps de travail.

Je remarque que nos collegues d’extréme droite n'ont pas un mot pour les pompiers, pas un mot pour les volontaires,
pour les citoyens qui s'engagent pour la protection civile. Alors, dans les semaines qui viennent, vous pourrez compter
sur nous pour faire des propositions, pour que la protection civile soit prise en compte dans toutes les politiques de
I'Union européenne — ce que vous appelez preparedness-by-design («préparation des la conception). Il s'agira de proposi-
tions pour préparer la société, dans son ensemble, aux crises, mais aussi pour vous aider a avoir un budget: un budget
pour le centre de coordination de la réaction d’urgence, un budget pour rescEU, un budget pour l'ensemble de ces
stratégies, afin qu'elles soient efficaces et pleinement au service des citoyens.

Christophe Bay (PfE). — Madame la présidente, Madame la Commissaire, chers collégues, I'Union européenne se pré-
sente une nouvelle fois comme le rempart contre les crises. La stratégie de I'Union vise une meilleure préparation,
ambitionne de renforcer 'anticipation et d’'améliorer la résilience de nos services. Si je puis me permettre, Madame la
Commissaire, ce n'est pas avec des vidéos quelque peu ridicules que nous protégerons efficacement les peuples d’Europe.

La stratégie prévoit la mise en place d'un dispositif d’alerte et de réponse rapide. Tant mieux. Mais, une fois de plus,
constatons que cette stratégie vise a aliéner la souveraineté des Etats. Il est impératif que toute action de préparation — et
je me permets de vous donner un conseil — prenne en compte nos diversités. Chaque pays doit rester maitre de ses
priorités en matiere de sécurité et de gestion de crise.

Nous sommes plusieurs dans cet hémicycle a avoir, dans nos vies professionnelles, géré des crises. Je peux vous assurer,
d'une part, que les coopérations d’Etat a Etat fonctionnent trés bien, et, d'autre part, contrairement a ce que vient de dire
le précédent intervenant, que nous avons, en France, un modele de sécurité civile a préserver, notamment nos services
publics et nos sapeurs-pompiers volontaires.

Elena Donazzan (ECR). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, ¢’¢ un film che amo molto, Fight Club. A un certo
punto entrano nell'abitacolo dell'acreo e sostituiscono le carte. Le carte erano tutte rassicuranti: c’era un disastro aereo
ma volti sorridenti e pacati uscivano con garbo.

Ecco, a me pare che qui stia accadendo questo: ovvero lei, signora Commissaria — con tutto il rispetto — ha usato toni
rassicuranti, ha parlato di pace e prosperita, ha fatto un video molto rassicurante dove faceva uscire dalla sua borsa un
kit di sopravvivenza.

Ma io direi che non si ¢ letta la relazione Niinistd, che dice tutt’altro: analizza pienamente qual ¢ lo stato di imprepara-
zione di questa Europa. Si cita, giustamente, il modello finlandese, che ¢ una preparazione a tutto campo, dalle forze
armate alla cittadinanza, allevidenza che deve esserci una formazione molto seria, una sorta di reclutamento dei citta-
dini.

Ecco, il problema della preparazione € che siamo molto impreparati.

Anna-Maja Henriksson (Renew). — Fru talman! Kommissionir. Naturkatastrofer, olyckor, pandemier, hybridhot, cybe-
rattacker och vdpnade konflikter — det ar allt exempel pa vad vi behover vara beredda pa att kan hinda.

Beredskap. Det handlar ju om att pa forhand ocksé tinka till och skaffa sig de redskap man behéver for att hantera olika
typer av kriser.
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Medborgarna dr ocksd hdr i nyckelroll, inte bara regeringarna och Europaparlamentet, EU, utan ocksd medborgarna och
foretagen. Och dirfor dr det viktigt att medborgarna tinker till. Hur agerar du om det blir ett stromavbrott pd grund av
en storm eller ett hybridangrepp? Vad gor du om det plotsligt inte kommer vatten i kranen?

Vi i Renew Europe foresldr att alla hushdll i Europa ska fa en beredskapsguide. Nir manniskor kinner att de har tinkt
igenom saker kidnner de sig ocksé tryggare.

President Niinists rapport dr en mycket bra rapport, och jag vill gratulera kommissionen till att ha tagit den i beak-
tande. Den hir beredskapsstrategin ett steg i absolut ritt riktning.

Ville Niinist6 (Verts/ALE). — Arvoisa puhemies, sellainen maa, jossa ihmiset ovat hyvin koulutettuja, jossa luonnosta
pidetddn huolta ja jossa pidetddn huolta myos siitd, ettd ihmisilld on vaihtoehtoja elimisss, jossa ihmiset nakevit toivoa
ja jossa he ovat tasa-arvoisia ja jossa ketddn ei syrjitd. Sellainen maa on maa, jota myos halutaan puolustaa, tarvittaessa
myos aseellisesti.

Eli valmiusstrategiassa on kysymys siitd, ettd me niemme hyvinvointiyhteiskunnan ja tasa-arvon ja osallisuuden merki-
tyksen sille, ettd meiddn yhteiskuntamme ovat resilienttejd. Juuri tdtd vastaan hyokkdd muun muassa Vendjan diktaattori
Vladimir Putin. Hin nikee demokratian uhkana sen takia, ettd meilld ihmisilli on dini.

Siksi haluan kiittd4 komissiota valmiusstrategian valmistelussa siité, ettd tdssd on kokonaisvaltainen ote, aivan niin kuin
sen pohjalla olevassa Niinistén raportissa. Mutta meilld on silti niitd d4nid, kuten Naton pédsihteerilli Mark Ruttella ja
monilla poliittisessa oikeistossa, jotka nikevit, ettd nyt pitdd panostaa puolustukseen ja samalla pitiisi leikata sosiaali-
turvasta tai elkkeistd. Tille on selkedsti sanottava ei.

Hyvinvointivaltio ja tasa-arvoiset mahdollisuudet kouluttautua ja parjitd tyGelimissd luovat myos sitd pohjaa, jossa
ihmisilldi on medialukutaitoa ja uskoa tulevaisuuteen. Ja silloin yhteiskuntamme on my6s resilientti ja valmis erilaisiin
kriiseihin. Siksi valmiudessa on kysymys ihmisten tasa-arvosta.

Catarina Martins (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, ndo vejo o seu video sobre o kit de sobrevi-
véncia para 72 horas apenas como uma brincadeira infeliz. Ele é parte de uma estratégia para impor a opinido publica a
inevitabilidade da guerra.

Hd 20 anos, a inddstria da guerra inventou a mentira das armas de destruicio macica do Iraque, agora € a suposta falta
de armas na Europa.

A Unido Europeia tem a segunda maior despesa em defesa e é o segundo maior exportador de armas no mundo. S6 é
suplantada pelos Estados Unidos.

Tem falta de autonomia, sim, mas ndo de armas. O problema é que até as armas dependem do gds de Putin e dos
satélites de Musk.

Prontiddo exige transi¢do energética. Milhares de europeus morreram em catdstrofes climdticas e a Comissdo propde
recuar nas metas climaticas.

Exige estratégia publica, digital e de comunicagdes. Vivemos entalados entre as apps americanas, chinesas e russas, e
medicamentos.

A Unido Europeia depende até 80 % de substancias ativas produzidas na China. Ndo podemos desperdicar nas armas de
que ndo precisamos o investimento em satide que nos falta.

Prontiddo ndo € ter medicamentos para trés dias, é ter medicamentos todos os dias.

Cecilia Strada (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, volevo tornare un momento sull'intervento del deputato
Vannacci.

Oltre a condividere quello che sottolineava la collega, vorrei anche far notare che i toni aggressivi che ha utilizzato nei
confronti della Commissaria Lahbib, nonché la parte finale del suo intervento in cui invita a imparare a correre perché
potrebbe servire, sono, credo, da tutti quelli che hanno orecchie per ascoltare, percepibili come minacce.
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Non sono accettabili in quest’Aula, dei toni aggressivi e delle minacce nei confronti della Commissaria, quindi forse sono
toni che vanno bene nel suo movimento, ma sicuramente non in quest’Aula.

Presidente. — Abbiamo gia invitato 'onorevole Vannacci e tutti i colleghi e le colleghe a mantenere ovviamente un
linguaggio consono e rispettoso della Commissaria e di tutti i presenti in quest’Aula.

Il suo richiamo & opportuno, perché i toni sono stati eccessivi.

Kootag Manadakne (NI). — Kupia Tpdedpe, emdideote oe avifoda Aoyldpia yia v epfivy kar divete 800 dio. and v
TOEMN TGV NGV yia Tov MONepo. Advela, pritpes SlaQuyrS, EUPWORONOYA, GUYKPOTION EUPLOTPATOU Kl ATOOTONNG OTPOTILTL-
K@V duvapewv oty Oukpavia unpetoly v emikivduvr) molepkn mpoetotpacia. 'ONa eVIaypEVE OTOV OSUHEVO AVTIAYOVIOUO e
Pooia, Kiva, al\a kot pe g HITA evtdg eupwathaviikol otpatonédou, yia Hoipacpa ayopv, OAVIOV YOIGY, EVEPYELOKGY
dpopwv, v avoikodopner, yia ta képdn tev opilwv.

O Moyaplacpog otélvetar otoug Aaols yia kadnhopévous piodous, avEnoeis tou evog eupo —onwg oty EAMada— aypreg
neptkoneg, odryous empPivong 72 wpav. Ot de avéroe otoug otpatiwtikols, mou dodnkav oty ENAada, xpnotpomotovvtar yia
andonact TG ouvaiveor)s Toug yia T fadUtepr molepkn) epmhokn. H kufépvnon g Néag Anpokpatiac ouveyiCer v amno-
GTOAT] OMAOHOU KAl QQTVEL AVOIKTY] TNV AMOCTOAN] GTPATOU GTO OUKPAVIKO HETMTO, eV Ta KOppata TG foMkng avtimohiteuong
{nrobv Aaikég duoieg, otnpiCouv v moAepikr okovopia ¢ Eupondikrs Eveoong ket yneilouv vatoikoug mpoinoloytopous.
Ot oot pe Tov ayova toug va emfalouv: Kapud Juoia yio o TONEHIKA 060G oayeia, Ta kEPON Kat T HOPAoId TG HTEPLaAL-
otiknG Aelag.

(O ayoprtic déxetar va amavtrioel oe epwthon pe yaAdlia kapta)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Deputado, a que-
stdo que quero colocar-lhe é uma questdo muito concreta: o senhor deputado estd de acordo com a opcio que faz a
Comissdo Europeia de secundarizar o papel dos Estados, das estruturas e dos servicos publicos na resposta que precisam
de garantir em situagdes que sejam verdadeiramente situagdes de crise, de protegdo civil ou de dificuldades em infrae-
struturas criticas?

O senhor deputado estd de acordo com a perspetiva da Comissio Europeia, que concebe a preparagio para as crises
como se fosse uma responsabilidade individual dos cidaddos, que recaird nas costas de cada um, para que cada um
assuma a sua prote¢do? Ou considera que o Estado e as estruturas publicas tém um papel mais importante a desem-
penhar?

Kootag Hanadakne (NI), anavinon oe epotion pe yakdia kdpta. — Nopiloupe 0Tt To onpavikd evar ot 1) Eupomnaixn
Evoon emdioker —népav and Ty mpdovn Kat TV Yilakn otpatiyikr mou dev £dwoe ta kEpdN mou avépeve kat yu auto fadel
UMPOOTA TV MONEHIKT) oovopia, Y& autd Paler pmpootd Tig Juoie Tov Aamv va TANPOGOUY yia TOUG TOAELOUG TOUG— va
EVIOYUOEL TNV KEPOOPOPIAL TOV EMYEIPNHATIKGY OMIA®Y, TOV EUPWEVOOIOK®V, OF OVTCYWVIOHO HE TOUG UTMOAOIMOUC. & Kade
mepintwor), ot Aaot dev mpénet va mAnpdoouv to pdppapo. Tlpénel va opyavacouy ty mal Toug yia va v odnyndolv ota
oUYXPOVa TIOAEPIKG OQaYEIQ TOU ETOIHALOUV.

Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, povjerenice, kolegice i kolege, pandemija Covid-19 razotkrila je
ozbiljne slabosti Europske unije u pogledu pripravnosti na krizne situacije. Poetkom 2020. svjedocili smo kaoti¢nom
razvoju dogadaja, ukljuCujuci uvodenje ogranicenja protoka klju¢nih medicinskih potrepstina medu drzavama ¢lanicama,
$to je ozbiljno narusilo nacelo solidarnosti koje je temelj europskog projekta. Izmedu ostalog, iz tog iskustva proizasla je
nuznost donosenja sveobuhvatne strategije za pripravnost Unije. Suo¢avamo se s novim geopolitickim okolnostima koje
dodatno naglasavaju vaznost koordiniranog odgovora na krize. Energetska sigurnost, lanci opskrbe kriti¢nim sirovinama,
lijekovima, ali i odgovori na prekograni¢ne zdravstvene probleme. Sve su to klju¢ni elementi strategije koja Ce osigurati
otpornost Unije. Posebno je vazno da je zdravstvo prepoznato kao jedan od prioriteta djelovanja Europske unije. To
potvrduje Zakon o kritiénim lijekovima koji postavlja okvir za sigurnu i stabilnu opskrbu, ali i ja¢anje europske konku-
rentnosti u podru¢ju klju¢nih lijekova. Element koji tim zakonom, medutim, nije do kraja rijesen, tiCe se stvaranja zaliha
lijekova i drugih medicinskih potrepstina za slucaj nestasice. Zato mi je izuzetno drago da se u ovom dokumentu izricito
spominje donosenje zajednicke europske strategije za stvaranje zaliha klju¢nih resursa te posebno medicinskih protu-
mjera. Nuzno je stvaranje zajednic¢kih europskih zaliha kako bi lijekovi i druge medicinske potrepstine u slucaju krize
stigli upravo onima koji ih najviSe trebaju, a ne trunuli u skladistima. Kolegice i kolege, strategija pripravnosti nije samo
jo$ jedan u nizu dokumenata, ve¢ je odraz lekcija koje smo naucili i jamstvo da ¢emo buduéim krizama pristupiti
organizirano, solidarno i ucinkovito.
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Heléne Fritzon (S&D). — Fru talman! Kommissiondr Lahbib. Ja, nér kriser drabbar oss s& ar det alltid de mest sirbara
som drabbas forst. Det 4r kvinnor och barn som utsitts for brutalt vald. Vi ser det bland annat i Ukraina dir tusentals,
tiotusentals barn har kidnappats. Och bakom varje siffra finns ett barn med ett namn och en historia. Ett barn vars
hopp och drommar krossats.

En motstandskraftig union maste darfor vara beredd pd mer dn cyberhot och sabotage. Var forberedelse handlar ocksé
om att skydda liv. Att se till att de som riskerar mest inte limnas ensamma.

Dirfor maste vi stirka beredskapen pa alla nivder, fran EU till lokalsamhallet och civilsamhallet. For en verklig trygghet,
den byggs bara tillsammans av alla och for alla.

Barbara Bonte (PfE). — Voorzitter, mevrouw de commissaris, collega’s, we hebben allemaal ongetwijfeld de video gezien
waarin commissaris Lahbib enkele dagen geleden haar paraatheidstrategie presenteerde. Van de bedreigingen waar de
burgers al jarenlang wakker van liggen, heeft de Commissie blijkbaar geen flauw benul.

De burgers worden namelijk elke dag geconfronteerd met de negatieve gevolgen van de massamigratie, onder andere
toenemende onveiligheid en sociale spanningen. Aanslagen, geweerschoten en zelfs granaatontploffingen zijn al vele
jaren een realiteit in vele Europese steden.

Maar volgens mevrouw de commissaris betekent paraatheid in Brussel een handtas met daarin een kaartspel en een
radio. Het enige wat nog ontbreekt is toiletpapier. Wat een wereldvreemdheid! Als ik als vrouw over straat loop in
Brussel of daar de metro neem en ik voor de zoveelste keer belaagd en geintimideerd word, gaat dit mij alvast niet
helpen. Mevrouw Lahbib, het wordt tijd dat u stopt met weg te kijken van de realiteit en oog heeft voor de echte
problemen.

Adrian-George Axinia (ECR). — Doamnd presedintd, strategia Uniunii Europene pentru pregitirea populatiei in situatii
de crizd este un demers util, mai ales ci trdim intr-o lume tot mai nesigurd, in care asa-zisele lebede negre apar cu
regularitate. Totusi, anumite directii de actiune propuse trebuie, fie reformulate, fie regandite.

Punctez patru neajunsuri ale strategiei:

In primul rand, felul in care s-a comunicat obligativitatea acelui kit de provizii de 72 de ore a creat panicd. S-a creat
impresia cd se intrd sigur in razboi §i cd acesta este motivul pentru care existd aceastd strategie.

in al doilea rand, avand in vedere ci existd tot mai multe probleme cu functionarea democratiilor unor state membre,
pare cd Uniunea Europeand incurajeazd o militarizare institutionald. Ori, ne aducem aminte ci in pandemie a existat o
derivd autoritaristd, cu multe excese si abuzuri.

In al treilea rand, asa cum am vdzut si in scandalul Pfizergate, catd vreme nu existd transparentd din partea Comisiei
Europene, propunerea ca Bruxelles-ul si gestioneze integrat stocarea resurselor pentru situatii de urgentd nu este cea mai
buni idee.

S$i nu in ultimul rand, este tragicomic faptul ci Uniunea Europeand, pe orice subiect, este si infiinteze noi institutii si
structuri birocratice alese implicit si lipsite de legitimitate.

(Vorbitorul a refuzat ca Alvise Pérez sd 1i adreseze o intrebare in conformitate cu procedura ,cartonasului albastru”)

Nathalie Loiseau (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, «ous devez toujours étre préts. Assurez-vous de regarder les
choses sous tous les angles. Si vous n'étes pas préparé, vous échouerez.» Ce n'est pas vous, Madame la Commissaire,
qui vous exprimez de cette maniere, c’est Benjamin Franklin. Si Benjamin Franklin vivait aujourd’hui, son appel serait
sans doute encore plus pressant. Nous venons de connaitre une pandémie, la guerre est revenue en Europe, nos démoc-
raties sont attaquées, et le déréglement climatique n’en est qu'a ses débuts.
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Nous autres, Européens, avons montré que nous n’étions pas mauvais quand il s'agissait de réagir aux crises, quoique
nous n'ayons pas assez appris a les prévenir ni a nous y préparer. Cela demande de changer nos habitudes et exige,
surtout, de nous rassembler. Tant que la puissance publique et le secteur privé resteront a distance, tant que I'Etat
assurera la protection des citoyens sans les associer & un nécessaire effort de prévoyance, tant que nous nous acharne-
rons sur ce qui nous divise plutdt que de chérir ce qui nous réunit, nos sociétés ne seront pas prétes a affronter des
situations extrémes.

Les peuples européens sont pleinement conscients des menaces qui pésent sur eux. Ils attendent de nous que nous
agissions, mais ils veulent aussi prendre leur part. Si nous nous rassemblons, si les efforts et la responsabilité de chacun
s'additionnent, a I'échelon le plus local comme a l'échelle européenne, nous saurons conjurer le sort et préserver ce a
quoi nous sommes le plus attachés: nos libertés et I'avenir de nos enfants.

Lena Schilling (Verts/ALE). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Frau Kommissarin, liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen! Wenn ich
heute hier stehe, dann denke ich an die Bilder von weggeschwemmten Dérfern, von iiberschwemmten Hiusern und von
zerstorten Existenzen. Und ja, deswegen ist es genau der richtige Moment, um iiber diese Strategie zu reden, iiber eine
Strategie, wie wir gemeinsam in Europa diese Krisen angehen, weil ja, Naturkatastrophen machen keinen Halt an natio-
nalstaatlichen Grenzen.

Und gleichzeitig bedeutet doch vorbereitet sein, auch Risiken abzuschitzen. Es gibt Dinge, die wir verhindern konnen.
Das ist zum Beispiel, die schlimmsten Auswiichse der Klimakrise zu bekdmpfen. Das bedeutet zum Beispiel, dass wir
heute schon sagen konnen: Wenn wir die 1,5 Grad nicht erreichen und weit dariiber hinausgehen, dann werden wir
mehr Naturkatastrophen sehen, dann werden wir mehr zerstorte Hauser sehen, und es werden mehr Menschen betroffen
sein.

Sie haben gesagt: die Kinder. Die Kinder sind eine vulnerable Gruppe, gerade in Zeiten von Krisen, auch von Naturkata-
strophen. Also lassen Sie uns das als Ansporn nehmen, einerseits an einer Strategie fiir heute zu arbeiten, aber auch fur
eine Strategie fiir morgen.

Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left). — Madam President, Commissioner Lahbib spoke about anticipating risk. We should
have anticipated the risk when we made ourselves dependent on Vladimir Putin for energy and fertiliser. We should now
anticipate the risk in leaving ourselves 85 % dependent on the US for soya imports. What looked like a stable relations-
hip with the US is now in tatters.

But we're not learning — quite the opposite. Through Mercosur we are now slowly but surely going to make ourselves
dependent on them for beef. Is it anticipating risk depending our future on President Milei?

In a crisis, in a war, during a massive climate event, there will not be the case that the current policy will keep us safe.
You said in your own video we may end up hungry: ‘You could end up very hungry. With the way the EU policy is
going, you will end up hungry. So we have got to change the direction we're going.

Massimiliano Salini (PPE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la logica della preparazione integrata alle crisi ¢ una
delle ragioni per cui esiste 'Unione europea, in ambito civile e in ambito militare, per cui questo piano d’azione va nella
direzione corretta.

Ed ¢ una delle direzioni su cui anche sulla piti grave delle crisi che si affacciano alle porte dell'Unione europea — cioe
quella militare — anche in quella direzione ¢ ancor pitl corretto ragionare nella logica del coordinamento.

L'azione militare oggi ¢ assegnata dai trattati allautonomia dei singoli paesi membri, ma spesso chi critica le azioni
dell'Unione europea in questa direzione le critica proprio perché non sono sufficientemente unitarie.

Bene, quindi, o la propria critica ¢ un pretesto e un alibi per continuare a dividere ulteriormente 'Unione europea,
oppure ragioniamo nella logica della critica costruttiva e favoriamo azioni come questa, affinché si ritorni all'origine
dell'Unione europea, sia dal punto di vista civile che dal punto di vista militare.
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Annalisa Corrado (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, sono un’attivista climatica e mi ¢ chiarissima I'im-
portanza di essere preparati a gestire le crisi.

Non lo siamo abbastanza, anche a causa della irresponsabile propaganda delle destre negazioniste.

In questi giorni, pero, si ¢ parlato pochissimo di terremoti, incendi e alluvioni e troppo di borse per sopravvivere 72 ore
ad attacchi militari. Mi si consenta: ¢ un gioco molto pericoloso quello di chi evoca la guerra, soffiando sulla paura delle
persone.

E sacrosanto: dobbiamo investire in prevenzione e diffondere la cultura della gestione delle crisi, ma se proprio vogliamo
parlare di borse, io nella mia vorrei un sistema sanitario affidabile, universalistico e pronto ad affrontare le crisi, che
collabori con una protezione civile coordinata, attrezzata e finanziata; risorse per l'adattamento alla crisi climatica;
istituzioni europee forti, autonomia strategica e coesione sociale; energia pulita e a basso costo, che ci liberi dai ricatti
dei paesi produttori di idrocarburi; lavoro dignitoso e formazione di qualita.

E la cosa pili importante, e concludo: vorrei che, malgrado le urgenze, nella mia borsa rimanesse la democrazia, ma non
per 72 ore, per le prossime 72 generazioni almeno.

Juan Carlos Girauta Vidal (PfE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, ustedes, que son la aristocracia de la burocra-
cia, nos instan a estar preparados para catdstrofes de toda indole. Acabamos de oirlo. El apocalipsis se acerca en forma
de desastres climdticos, guerra, noticias falsas, injerencias extranjeras. Me parece que pretenden generar un estado de
miedo permanente. Asi les agradeceremos que hagan con nosotros lo que deseen.

Y lo que ustedes desean es convertir en normalidad lo excepcional, la excepcién, para poder tenernos sometidos y
vulnerables ante el poder. Lo mds escandaloso es que estos peligros de los que ahora alertan son consecuencia de sus
propias politicas, ya sea por accién consciente o por omisién calculada: no son los desastres climdticos, es el Pacto
Verde; no es la guerra, es la falta de accién e inversién durante afios en politicas de defensa; no son la injerencia
extranjera o las noticias falsas, son ustedes mismos tratando de controlar el relato, son ustedes llevando al extremo la
injerencia, anulando elecciones democriticas, sacando de la pista a candidatos incomodos. Si fuera cierto que hay que
prepararse para cualquier crisis, serfa por su culpa.

(El orador se niega a que Grégory Allione le formule una pregunta con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

Michal Dworczyk (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Komisarz! Szanowni panstwo! Polacy wielokrotnie zdali egza-
min z gotowosci i odpornosci. Ostatnie kryzysy zwigzane z atakiem hybrydowym na nasze granice, z naplywem
uchodzcow wojennych z Ukrainy pokazaly, Ze to paristwa czlonkowskie i ich obywatele odgrywajg kluczowa role w
reagowaniu na zagrozenia. Podobnie w czasie ostatniej powodzi na Dolnym Slasku Polacy wykazali si¢ solidarnoscia i
determinacja. Codziennym wyrazem gotowosci jest takze zaangazowanie tysiecy Polakéw w obrong terytorialng stwor-
zong przez rzad Prawa i Sprawiedliwosci.

Dlatego chociaz idee wspdlpracy i solidarno$¢ w obliczu zagrozen zawarte w strategii Unii Europejskiej na rzecz Unii
gotowosci sg godne pochwaly, to warto zadaé pytanie, czy rzeczywiscie Komisja Europejska wie lepiej, jak budowad
gotowo$¢ w Polsce czy w Finlandii? Czy centralne planowanie odpornosci spolecznej z poziomu Brukseli ma wigkszy
sens niz rozwigzywania dostosowane do realiéw lokalnych? Strategia to kolejna propozycja Komisji, w ktdrej trafnie
zdiagnozowano problem, ale zaproponowano watpliwej jakosci lekarstwo. Przekracza ona granice koordynacji i prze-
suwa punkt ciezkosci z panstw narodowych na poziom unijny. Nie idZmy ta drogg.

Nicolds Pascual de la Parte (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, yo creo que la estrategia que plantea la Unidn
Europea se tiene que integrar en un concepto mds amplio de seguridad integral humana, que tiene una dimensién de
defensa clasica —las fuerzas armadas— pero también tiene una dimension civil, que es la preparacién para los conflic-
tos, los desastres naturales y los imprevistos. Esto significa bdsicamente que tenemos que prepararnos para estas even-
tualidades, porque es mucho mds barato prepararnos que después hacer frente a las consecuencias de estos desastres.
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¢Es cara la preparacion? Si, pero, como digo, es mucho mds caro el tratar de revertir las situaciones. Eso significa una
mayor cooperacién civil y militar, una mayor cooperacién entre el sector pablico y el privado, para asegurar que las
infraestructuras criticas y los servicios esenciales estdn garantizados y que estamos preparados para responder a los
ataques, a los ciberataques, a las amenazas hibridas, a las manipulaciones de la informacion.

En una palabra, tenemos que concienciar a la sociedad de que la cultura de la defensa es de todos y de que todos
tenemos que prepararnos.

Leire Pajin (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefioras comisarias, «el proceso de globalizacién ha ampliado el concepto de
seguridad que, superando las concepciones meramente militares, ha adquirido un cardcter multidimensional». Esta frase
la pronunci6 nuestro primer alto representante, Javier Solana, hace mds de veinte afios.

Entonces ya tenia razén y, desde entonces hasta hoy, la Unién Europea ha vivido inundaciones, desastres naturales
devastadores, una pandemia, ciberataques, amenazas digitales a nuestra democracia, amenazas militares. Necesitamos
un cambio de mentalidad para pasar de la reaccién a la anticipacién, a estar meramente preparados.

Pero, en un mundo de amenazas globales, ¢qué significa estar preparados? En primer lugar, es conocer las amenazas
reales con rigor —todas ellas— y combatir a los que las niegan. Necesitamos saber donde estin nuestras capacidades e
integrar nuestros instrumentos civiles y militares. Necesitamos integrar todos los dmbitos de gobernanza global y local y,
sobre todo, generar una cultura ciudadana de la respuesta. La gente debe saber cémo hacerlo y cudndo hacerlo. Y
necesitamos, sobre todo, instrumentos de comunicacion y de lucha eficaz contra la desinformacion.

Matej Tonin (PPE). — Gospa predsednica! Drage kolegice, komisarka! Mir je seveda Zelja vseh nas.

Véasih se zdi, da je absolutno samoumeven, v¢asih tako Zeljen, pa tezko dosegljiv. In mir je temelj, ki zagotavlja
delovanje vseh druzbenih podsistemov, od gospodarstva, zdravstva do sociale.

Ker se zavedamo, da mir ni samoumeven, je bil pred kratkim predstavljen program ReArm EU za izgradnjo kredibilnega
odvracanja. Danes je bila predstavljena Se strategija za zagotavljanje notranje varnosti za u¢inkovito preprecevanje orga-
niziranega kriminala.

Tokrat pa je pred nami $e strategija za Unijo pripravljenosti, ki ustvarja podlago, da se kot druzba celostno pripravimo
na krize, ki nas ¢akajo v prihodnosti. Naj k temu dodam 3e, da smo tudi evropski poslanci ustanovili posebno medpar-
lamentarno skupino za odpornost, obvladovanje nesre¢ in civilno zascito.

Omenjeni trojéek torej zagotavlja, da bo Evropa jutri bolje pripravljena na vse krize.

Tobias Cremer (S&D). — Madam President, store several dozen litres of drinking water. Keep a 72-hour supply of
canned food. Have torches ready and know your nearest shelter. Colleagues, to many, these instructions might sound
like a bad joke, especially on April Fool's Day, but unfortunately they’re not. They reflect a growing need to prepare for
the many threats we are facing today, from Russian aggression to natural disasters, from hybrid warfare to future
pandemics, Europe must be prepared and so must every European.

But let us be clear being prepared does not mean being fearful. On the contrary, preparedness should give us peace of
mind and courage. And most importantly. Preparedness is not just the job of a household or a family. It's a whole of
society effort. Because real resilience comes from strong communities knowing whom to call, where to turn, and how to
help one another in the case of crisis.

That is why social cohesion and civil society, sports clubs, unions, churches and associations must be at the heart of our
preparedness strategy. True preparedness isn’'t what we store in our basement. True preparedness is the strength of the
connections we build aboveground.

Victor Negrescu (S&D). — Doamnd presedintd, doamnd comisard, stimati colegi, cind au loc incendii, inundatii sau
crize medicale, exemplele de solidaritate europeand sunt apreciate de toatd lumea. Aceste situatii aratd cd o Uniune
pregdtitd pentru situatiile de crizd este o necesitate. Avem nevoie de actiuni concrete, mdsurabile i echitabile pentru
toate statele membre.
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In urmi cu cativa ani am venit cu o initiativi care a fost adoptatd de Parlamentul European privind crearea unor echipe
medicale comune europene si a unei infrastructuri partajate pentru interventii rapide in situatii de crizd. Totodatd, am
obtinut cresterea bugetului UE pentru protectie civild in calitate de negociator al legislativului european. Din picate,
Comisia Europeand nu a pus in aplicare aceste misuri solicitate de Parlamentul European.

Acum revenim la aceleasi concluzii, dar timpul pierdut trebuie recuperat. Viitoarele crize ne pot lovi in orice moment,
oriunde in Uniune. A ne pregiti nu inseamnd a induce panicd, ci a fi responsabili si bine informati. Cetdtenii vor solutii,
iar noi suntem aici sd le oferim, clar si fird ambiguitati.

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, a resilient Europe is not built through
force. It is built through trust and is based on a long-lasting holistic approach. We must embed civil, military and public
health cooperation with the public health workforce as a strategic bridge between institutions, citizens and armed forces.
By empowering people, by investing in citizen-led resilience hubs, we will achieve whole-of-society resilience and co-
create local responses. Preparedness must start long before the military is called.

The goal is civilian deterrence, building such a strong public health system that threats are absorbed, not amplified. We
must train law enforcement and the military in public health, so they support, not replace it.

And we must stop ignoring noncommunicable diseases and mental health, which silently erode resilience every day.
They are not secondary. They are core security threats. Europe must act now by investing in prevention and in the
public health system as our first line of defence. I will welcome that strategy.

Procedura «catch-the-eye»

Hélder Sousa Silva (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, congratulo-me com a apresentagio da Estratégia
da Unido da Preparacdo da UE, que consagra uma abordagem essencial para reforcar a capacidade da Unido em prever,
antecipar e enfrentar as crises.

Cidaddos preparados sdo o primeiro recurso de uma sociedade resiliente. Promover a literacia para o risco e assegurar os
sistemas de aviso e alerta precoces sdo responsabilidades dos varios niveis de governacdo. Destaco, em particular, a
cooperagdo publico-privada e a cooperagdo civil-militar, dois pilares indissocidveis numa era marcada por ameagas
hibridas, por instabilidade prolongada, caminhando no sentido de se criar um verdadeiro mecanismo europeu de defesa
civil.

A Unido Europeia deve assumir um papel de coordenacio em dominios pan-europeus, mas ¢ imperativo os
Estados-Membros e as autoridades locais assumirem as suas responsabilidades.

A protecdo civil é verdadeiramente uma tarefa de todos para todos.

Laura Ballarin Cereza (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria Lahbib, estar preparadas ante una pandemia, un
ataque o un desastre natural es mucho mds que llevar una linterna o una barra energética en el bolso. Entre la alarma y
la frivolidad, necesitamos sentido comin. Sentido comin para informar a nuestra ciudadania de la necesidad, si, de
proteger la paz y la estabilidad de la Unién Europea en el momento mds convulso y mds hostil de nuestra historia
reciente.

Por eso saludo la Estrategia de Preparacién de la Unién para concienciar y formar a nuestra ciudadania de los riesgos y
los ataques que podemos sufrir. También reconocer y aprender de las lecciones de la pandemia de COVID-19 y, por
supuesto, invertir mds y mejor en seguridad europea en sentido amplio: emergencia climdtica, seguridad alimentaria,
seguridad militar, pero también seguridad digital ante la pandemia de salud mental que viven nuestros jovenes.

Por eso —como se suele decir—, debemos prepararnos para lo peor, pero esperando lo mejor. Responsabilidad, solida-
ridad y mds Europa.

Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE). — Senhora Presidente, o clima politico mudou. Hd tambores de guerra e, em vez de
trabalhar pela paz, Bruxelas soma-se ao discurso da escalada belicista.
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Claro que precisamos de um kit de sobrevivéncia: um kit com trabalho, servigos piiblicos, com casas, com alimentos a
precos econdmicos, com justica social e com dignidade.

Este kit de sobrevivéncia de 72 horas, que noutros paises é obrigatorio, mas ndo neste contexto, é um exemplo cldssico
de comunicagdo estratégica, no termo moderno, que substitui as antigas operagdes psicoldgicas de manipulagdo da
percegdo publica.

A Comissdo von der Leyen apresentou este plano para rearmar a Europa, no qual pretende investir até 800 mil milhdes
de euros em armamento e outros equipamentos.

Condicionam os povos, preparando-os para cendrios potencialmente assustadores e criando uma sensagdo de urgéncia,
para aceitar futuras decisdes de defesa e seguranca, criando medo, como nos comunicaram muitos cidadios.

Isso ndo € trabalhar pela paz.

Cecilia Strada (S&D). — Signora Presidente, signora Commissaria, onorevoli colleghi, io non sono d’accordo su quasi
nulla di quello che la Commissione sta facendo per prepararci alle grandi sfide che ci attendono.

Io, nella mia borsa della resilienza, ho messo il diritto internazionale umanitario, che ogni giorno ¢ sotto attacco e viene
stracciato, non solo da Putin. Le cito un altro caso: dal governo Netanyahu.

Nella mia borsa ci sono le convenzioni internazionali importantissime, come il trattato di Ottawa e la convenzione di
Oslo, che vietano la produzione di mine antipersona e di munizioni a grappolo; diversi paesi europei ne vogliono uscire
in nome della sicurezza.

Nella mia borsa ¢'¢ un’Europa che lavora per il disarmo, non per la proliferazione.

E c'¢ anche un’enorme tassazione sugli extraprofitti dell'industria bellica, perché non penso che nessuno debba diventare
ricco sulle sofferenze della popolazione civile; c’¢ la lotta alle disuguaglianze, perché la pace non ¢ assenza di guerra ma
la pienezza dei propri diritti; c'¢ la Carta dei diritti fondamentali dell'Unione, che ¢ un’altra cosa che siamo un po’
stracciando. Ci sono paesi che, in nome della sicurezza, stanno effettuando dei respingimenti collettivi, che sono vietati.

Ecco, cara Commissaria, io sono preoccupata perché se, in nome della sicurezza, accettiamo di ridurre la protezione dei
diritti delle persone e accettiamo di ridurre le nostre leggi e i nostri valori, temo che non ci rimanga molto da difendere.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria Lahbib, una estrategia de preparacion
europea que permita mejorar su capacidad de respuesta ante amenazas y riesgos sin duda requiere sefialar cudles son
esas amenazas, ya sean catdstrofes naturales y fenémenos climdticos extremos cada vez mds frecuentes, catistrofes de
origen humano, ataques de ciberseguridad, amenazas hibridas o incluso crisis geopoliticas con agresiones inminentes.

Pero, sobre todo, requiere la anticipaciéon en un mecanismo de proteccion civil que sea capaz de integrar las capacidades
civiles y militares y las publicas y privadas. Y, lo mds importante, que no haya ninguna concesién al miedo, no ya a la
caricatura del kit de supervivencia, sino sobre todo al miedo, que es la semilla del populismo y de las distopias regresivas
en las que se pierde el alma de la Unién Europea.

Por tanto, la comunicacion eficaz proeuropea es absolutamente imprescindible para la preparacién para lo peor.

Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissdria Lahbib, este debate sobre a designada preparagio
para as crises ¢ o debate da fuga as responsabilidades, da promogdo do medo e da ideologia da guerra.

A Comissdo Europeia secundariza o papel dos Estados e das estruturas e dos servigos publicos essenciais, concebendo a
preparagdo para as crises como uma responsabilidade individual dos cidaddos.
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Ao mesmo tempo que trata de situagdes que justificam verdadeira preocupagdo com a protecio civil ou infraestruturas
criticas, a Comissdo promove o medo, porque o medo é o cavalo de Troia dos povos, para que assimilem e aceitem o
que naturalmente recusariam por se opor aos seus interesses.

A razdo dessa promogdo do medo encontramo-la nas palavras do escritor Mia Couto quando disse: «Para fabricar armas
¢ preciso fabricar inimigos. Para produzir inimigos é imperioso sustentar fantasmas.»

A promocdo das crises esconde os fantasmas e o medo com que querem acomodar os povos a ideologia da guerra.
Por nés ndo passardo.

Mapia Zayapia (NI). — Kupia [Tpoedpe, pag Aéte va eipaote £toipot yia 72 GpES, va E(OURE OTIPTA, YakoUs Kat kovaep[ec.
Tati; T va eipacte Adet Etotpot yia Kplogls, mavnpies, Quatkéc KataoTpogss kat ebwtepikes emepfaoets. Anhadr) okopndte Tov
TPOPO OTOV KOGHO Yial va. amodeyTel T otpatikonoiner mou kavete oty Eupomn. Eoeic mou pag @épate xthiades gopéc pe g
TONTIKEG GaG O€ Kploelg. OmwG 1) evepyelakn kpion kat 1 khipatikn alkayr. Eoeig mou mpata kataotpéyate ) dnpooia vyeia
Kal ETA aQrOATE TOUG YIOTPOUG KAl TOUG VOONAEUTEG va makebouv pe v mavonpuia. Eceig mou kOPete ouvtaGels, petavete
podoug Kkat €loTe £TOWOL Va XPHATOSOTOETE TG OTPATIWTIKES dAMAVEG MmO YprjHaTa TV KATAJETdV OF TPAMEles Kot anod
ac@aMotikd Tapeia tav epyalopévev. Eoelg topa pag Aéte va eipaote €ropot. [ epds Opeg umdpyet wa Aver pilikn. Na
owodoprooupe pia Eupomm twv Aabv pe dnpokpatia, diagaveia ko kowvoviky Sikarootvr). M Eupann mou da eivon eiprjveu-
TiKr) dUvapn Kat ot XprHatodOTnG MONEHWY.

(Fine della procedura «catch the eye»)

Hadja Lahbib, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, thank you very much for these frank and engaging
insights on this very important topic.

Being prepared is no longer a luxury, it is a necessity to keep our families, our communities safe — and no country, no
one, can do it alone. We need to do it together. Our Preparedness Union Strategy is a strong step towards a safer and
stronger Europe.

We have the tools and the strategy to confront today’s most complex threats. But we also need the courage and the
political will, and we will need trust. Trust is the super glue holding all this together — trust between people and
government, trust between Member States and trust between Europe and its partners.

This preparedness strategy is a systematic, coordinated and proactive approach to make sure every European citizen is
ready for any crisis. We are building a Europe that is safer, stronger and ready for today and for whatever comes next.
The European Parliament definitely has a role to play and can engage our citizens and create awareness without provo-
king anxiety, but, on the contrary, promoting inclusivity.

What people fear is being caught off guard. Our citizens, furthermore, want to be involved. We are then considering the
integration of preparedness training in EU youth programmes such as the Solidarity Corps and Erasmus+ to promote
resilience and participation in democratic life and civic engagement.

Because, indeed, and 1 will switch to French...

Vous avez tout a fait raison quand vous dites que les pompiers et les volontaires sont une des forces majeures de notre
résilience. Nous les tenons a bord: ils seront partie prenante — ils sont déja partie prenante — de cette résilience.

We have already talked about this initiative, about Erasmus+, on preparedness in our Solidarity Corps with
Commissioner Glenn Micallef. And T also tested this idea during my dialogue with young European citizens at the
Youth Dialogue, and it was a very well received in a very enthusiastic way.

And I would like to also underline that the preparedness strategy is part of an umbrella. We now have a triplet with the
white paper on defence — Readiness 2030 — the preparedness strategy and the internal security strategy that was pre-
sented just today. We will have also the Democracy Shield coming soon. And shortly we will also present an EU
stockpiling strategy and a medical countermeasure stockpiling strategy to complete the protection of our citizens and
of our societies, but also of our democracy.
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So, real resilience comes from strong societies and from a strong European Union. When we are all together prepared,
we are stronger and safer together.

Presidente. — Ringrazio tutte le colleghe e i colleghi che hanno partecipato al dibattito.

Un ringraziamento particolare va alla Commissaria Lahbib per la pazienza con cui ha ascoltato qualche tono eccessivo,
che abbiamo stigmatizzato.

La discussione ¢ chiusa.
Dichiarazioni scritte (articolo 178)

Vilija Blinkeviciaité (S&D), rastu. — Pastaraisiais metais Europos Sajunga susiduria su vis sudétingesniais i3tkiais. Po
daugelio mety taikos Europos Zemyne trecius metus vyksta karas. Rytinés ES valstybés narés susiduria su precedento
neturin¢iomis grésmémis — nuo migranty instrumentalizacijos iki hibridiniy ataky Baltijos jiroje, kuriomis siekiama
sugadinti strateging energetikos ir rysiy infrastruktiirg. Todél Europa privalo bati pasiruosusi apsaugoti savo piliecius ir
pagrindines visuomenés funkcijas. Valstybés narés privalo uztikrinti visuomenés pasirengimg galimy grésmiy atvejais,
uZtikrinant saugias sléptuves, maisto ir vaisty atsargas. Privalome stiprinti miisy Zmoniy pasirengima galimoms nelaimés
ir aktyviai jtraukti §j procesa vietos valdZios institucijas. Labai svarbu, kad miisy Zmonés jaustysi socialiai saugis
Europoje, nes tik socialiai stipri Europa bus atspari iSorés grésméms.

José Cepeda (S&D), por escrito. — Desde la Delegacién Socialista espafiola apoyamos la iniciativa de la Comisién
Europea de presentar esta Estrategia de Preparacion de la Unién, entendiendo que debe ser planteada con una visién
amplia de los conceptos de preparacién y seguridad.

En este sentido, la Estrategia debe ampliar la definicién de seguridad para incluir todas las amenazas —y no solo las de
naturaleza militar— que afectan a la seguridad de la poblacién europea, como los desastres naturales, las pandemias, los
ciberataques o la desinformaci6n.

La Delegacion Socialista espafiola aboga por un cambio de mentalidad que permita pasar de la reaccién a la anticipa-
cion, e insta a que la Estrategia y las iniciativas legislativas que la acompafien incluyan un conocimiento profundo de las
amenazas reales a las que se enfrenta la Unidn, asi como de las capacidades de prevencidn, preparacion y respuesta
frente a estas crisis.

La Delegacion Socialista espafiola también considera que es esencial generar una cultura ciudadana de la preparacion y
establecer instrumentos de comunicacion eficientes para combatir la desinformacion.

Lina Gélvez (S&D), por escrito. — Desde la Delegacion Socialista espafiola apoyamos la iniciativa de la Comisién Europea
de presentar esta Estrategia de Preparacion de la Unidn, entendiendo que debe ser planteada con una visién amplia de
los conceptos de preparacion y seguridad.

En este sentido, la Estrategia debe ampliar la definicién de seguridad para incluir todas las amenazas —y no solo las de
naturaleza militar— que afectan a la seguridad de la poblacién europea, como los desastres naturales, las pandemias, los
ciberataques o la desinformacion.

La Delegacion Socialista espafiola aboga por un cambio de mentalidad que permita pasar de la reaccién a la anticipa-
cion, e insta a que la Estrategia y las iniciativas legislativas que la acompafien incluyan un conocimiento profundo de las
amenazas reales a las que se enfrenta la Unién, asi como de las capacidades de prevencion, preparacion y respuesta
frente a estas crisis.

La Delegacion Socialista espafiola también considera que es esencial generar una cultura ciudadana de la preparacion y
establecer instrumentos de comunicacion eficientes para combatir la desinformaci6n.

Maria Grapini (S&D), in scris. — Doamnd comisard, ne-ati prezentat strategia UE pentru situatii de crizd dar, din picate,
comunicarea a fost proastd, cetdtenilor li s-a indus frica in loc de incredere.

Pregitirea populatiei pentru crize nu se poate face cu fricd si coercitie, ci cu educatie si incredere.
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In acest moment, cetdtenii din tara mea au intrat in panicd, unii isi scot banii de la banc, altii isi fac stocuri de alimente

excesive, altii, care nu au posibilitti financiare, au intrat in panicd, temandu-se ci nu vor avea solutii.

Doamnd comisard, modul in care se comunicd motivarea masurilor propuse si luate este cel care duce la intelegere si
conformarea voluntard a cetitenilor.

Jagna Marczulajtis-Walczak (PPE), na piSmie. — Obywatele i obywatelki krajow cztonkowskich musza wiedzieé, ze
mogg liczy¢ na pomoc w momencie, w ktérym najbardziej jej potrzebuija.

Musza widzie¢ sprawczos¢ i czué, ze rzady biora odpowiedzialno§¢ za przygotowania, zaopatrzanie czy wrecz ewakua-
cje w momentach narazenia zycia i zdrowia. Stuzby mundurowe i wolontariusze musza by¢ gotowi wspdéldziatal.

Poczucie wspélnoty pozwala na zintensyfikowanie dzialan, wspétpraca miedzy krajami czlonkowskimi jest konieczna, i
jak pokazaly nam ubiegloroczne kleski zywiolowe w Hiszpanii, Austrii czy w moim kraju — w Polsce, jesteSmy w stanie
jako Unia Europejska poradzi¢ sobie razem w sytuacjach trudnych. Dlatego ciesz¢ si¢ ze strategii na rzecz gotowosci
Komisji Europejskiej i zycze Pani Komisarz Minzatu powodzenia w jej wdrazaniu.

Nacho Sdnchez Amor (S&D), por escrito. — Desde la Delegacién Socialista espafiola apoyamos la iniciativa de la
Comision Europea de presentar esta Estrategia de Preparacién de la Unién, entendiendo que debe ser planteada con
una vision amplia de los conceptos de preparacién y seguridad.

En este sentido, la Estrategia debe ampliar la definicion de seguridad para incluir todas las amenazas -y no solo las de
naturaleza militar— que afectan a la seguridad de la poblacién europea, como los desastres naturales, las pandemias, los
ciberataques o la desinformaci6n.

La Delegacion Socialista espafiola aboga por un cambio de mentalidad que permita pasar de la reaccién a la anticipa-
cién, e insta a que la Estrategia y las iniciativas legislativas que la acompaiien incluyan un conocimiento profundo de las
amenazas reales a las que se enfrenta la Unidn, asi como de las capacidades de prevencidn, preparacion y respuesta
frente a estas crisis.

La Delegacion Socialista espafiola también considera que es esencial generar una cultura ciudadana de la preparacion y
establecer instrumentos de comunicacion eficientes para combatir la desinformacion.

13. IlomoOpsiBaHe Ha M3IMbIIHEHMETO Ha MOJIMTMKATa HAa CONMIKaBaHe MOCPEICTBOM MeEXKIMH-
HMSI Tperiiell 3a IOCTUraHe Ha CTa0MIIHa moOMTMKa Ha cOmukasaHe crex 2027 r.
(pa3ucksane)

Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca le dichiarazioni del Consiglio e della Commissione — Miglioramento
dell'attuazione della politica di coesione attraverso la revisione intermedia per conseguire una solida politica di coesione
dopo il 2027 (2025]2648(RSP)).

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, Mr Commissioner, honourable Members, the cur-
rent Multiannual Financial Framework has limited flexibility. It is therefore unavoidable that when we discuss the num-
ber of new and growing challenges the EU has to face, the contribution of cohesion policy is at the centre of the debate.

While the need to increase our competitiveness, our resilience, but also the urgency to intensify our security and defence
are today essential for the EU to face the current and future challenges, the regions should remain at the core of
cohesion policy.

The Commission has today presented its intention to adjust the agenda for cohesion policy with a view to better deliver
on EU priorities and contribute more directly to competitiveness as well as defence already under the current MFF,
together with a legislative proposal. The proposal uses the opportunity of the ongoing mid-term review of cohesion
programmes to provide Member States with sufficient flexibility to adjust their programmes to the current needs. As the
legislative amendments have been proposed just a few hours ago, the Council still needs to assess them.
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However, the Member States have already repeatedly acknowledged the necessity for cohesion policy to adapt to the new
situation already in the current MFF to respond effectively and wisely to emerging EU priorities and needs.

Last Friday, the Council approved conclusions on cohesion and cohesion policy post 2027, which include a detailed
reflection in this direction, besides reaffirming the essential and fundamental principles of the policy.

Affordable housing, boosting competitiveness and strengthening our defence capabilities are key priorities of the cohe-
sion policy. Support for regions in vulnerable situations, such as regions on the EU’s external border, especially those
bordering Russia and Belarus, is also needed. While I understand the plea of the Commission to act fast on this
legislative proposal, we also need to be careful to preserve the Treaty objectives of the policy.

For this, we need to work together in order to take wise decisions and ensure meaningful but also balanced change. I
am sure we will be closely in touch in the coming weeks to discuss the proposed amendments further.

Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, Minister, honourable Members, thank you
for the opportunity to address you today. This debate is very timely. As you know, the college approved today the
Commission’s new initiative to modernise the cohesion policy. This modernisation is crucial. The current programmes
were discussed in 2019 to 2021, and the partnership agreement was signed in 2022 — and they are only starting
now. However, the world has changed since then in a significant way.

We are proposing that Member States and regions use this opportunity to better align cohesion policy with the EU’s
evolving strategic priorities: supporting competitiveness, boosting resilience and building Europe’s capacity to respond to
future challenges.

To support Member States in using the funds to advance these priorities, we proposed making tailored amendments to
the European Regional Development Fund, Cohesion Fund and Just Transition Fund regulations. We are introducing
incentives and flexibilities that support five priorities — competitiveness, defence, affordable housing, water resilience
and energy interconnection and recharging infrastructure — while also accelerating implementation through simplifica-
tion. Through these amendments, the mid-term review proposal will deliver a more responsive cohesion policy, which is
aligned with today’s realities and can better address current and future challenges.

The goal is to facilitate essential investments in areas that are crucial for the future prosperity of the EU. These five
priorities will benefit from increased pre-financing and co-financing. National, regional and local authorities will be able
to allocate funds within their current programmes towards these new priorities. This is completely voluntary.

The proposal also includes incentives for the eastern border regions, which encounter specific challenges not only linked
to security, but also to relaunching their economies. As you know, this is a topic on which I have already had a good
exchange with you after my visit to a border region.

Honourable Members, our proposal today is an important initiative to create better use of the current programmes, but
also to create the right conditions for when discussions on the next MFF will properly start. In my meetings with the
national and regional stakeholders, I have underlined the importance of relaunching cohesion policy and also the
urgency of aligning our resources with our strategic priorities. I have also discussed this with many of you in bilateral
meetings or in different committee meetings here in the European Parliament.

With the mid-term review we have a golden opportunity to modernise this important policy, to align investment with
the changed realities on the ground. I count on your support as co-legislator to give this proposal your urgent conside-
ration for the benefit of our regions and citizens. Your input, your advice and your experience are crucial. I am looking
forward to hearing your views.
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Andrey Novakov, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Onorevole Fitto, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues,
European cohesion policy has been responsible for billions of investments in kindergartens, in schools, in water supply
systems and in energy efficiency projects. However, today it looks like a sleeping beauty. We have EUR 370 billion
allocated for this policy, and we have only 10% spent to the final beneficiaries five years after the beginning of the
programming period. So we have to act.

And I welcome the efforts of Vice-President Fitto in that direction, because we have to act rapidly. Otherwise, if we don’t
modernise this policy, it will look old-fashioned. If we don’t adapt this policy to the current realities, it will die, like
every other living creature which is not capable of adapting to the changing environment. I think that it's the right time
to adapt with the challenges that are coming with the war in Ukraine. We have to, once again, create flexible rules that
we can provide to the Member states, invest in dual-use companies. We can simultaneously do two separate things. One
is supporting European defence industry, supporting start-ups in Europe, supporting industry in Europe and creating
jobs and helping our defence efforts that we have to create as joint efforts in Europe.

And I think now we don’t have to be stubborn. We have to find a common language with the Commission and create a
way to use all the capacity of the cohesion policy without losing any of the funds, without any the commitments and,
finally, support the Member States in what they need, namely defence capacity.

Mohammed Chahim, on behalf of the S§D Group. — Madam President, for me, cohesion policy is not only about
economic growth, it's about building a strong social Europe that works for all, where prosperity is shared and no one
is excluded.

The social or the Cohesion Fund is also one of the few connectivities we have with regions and cities. While we grant
them direct access to European funds, we give Europe a social face. So now is not the time to cut funds that give Europe
the social face.

The S&D is eager to discuss the Commission’s idea to improve the absorption levels of the funds, especially to reach the
underrepresented regions, but that does not mean that we can reallocate unspent cohesion funds unconditionally.

Cohesion policies are an answer to inequality both between Member States and within Member States, including my
own, where bus stops disappear, libraries close, and as said, many other social projects are financed through the social
fund. We cannot let this go without a good debate, without conditionality.

It's very important, at the end of the day, that this fund that gives access to European funds for millions of citizens
should stand, and we should improve the accessibility and not only shift funds to other targets. For me, that's very
important from an S&D perspective.

Rody Tolassy, au nom du groupe PfE. — Madame la Présidente, tout d’abord, avant de m’exprimer, jaimerais apporter
mon soutien sincére a Marine Le Pen face a l'attaque antidémocratique que subit notre pays tout entier.

Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collégues, I'Europe aime se vanter de sa cohésion, mais, dans les
faits, elle abandonne une partie de ses propres territoires. Nos régions ne sont pas de simples avant-postes exotiques:
elles sont stratégiques, elles sont européennes, et pourtant elles sont traitées a la marge.

Comment osez-vous parler de cohésion alors que ces territoires sont privés d’'un accés plein et entier au Fonds de
cohésion? Nos régions ultrapériphériques — nos RUP — souffrent de problématiques fondamentales, telles que celles
liées a 'adduction d’eau, ressource cruciale dans la vie quotidienne.

Le réexamen a mi-parcours doit marquer une rupture. Nous exigeons un programme européen de compétitivité sur
mesure, avec des financements et des régles adaptées a un véritable accompagnement des entreprises et des collectivités.
L’Europe, sait agir quand elle le veut. Elle 'a démontré en Grece. Pourquoi donc refuser ce méme engagement a nos RUP,
dont I'économie insulaire est fragile, mais pleine de potentiel?
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Arrétons Thypocrisie européenne! Nos RUP ne peuvent plus étre ignorées ni traitées comme des territoires de seconde
zone. L'Europe doit s'engager fermement a accorder a ces territoires un accés complet et direct au Fonds de cohésion.

Denis Nesci, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signora Presidente, signor Vicepresidente esecutivo Fitto, onorevoli colleghi, la
politica di coesione dell'Unione europea ¢ essenziale per ridurre le disuguaglianze territoriali e promuovere uno sviluppo
equilibrato. Tuttavia ¢ necessario migliorarne l'attuazione, anche in vista del prossimo QFP.

La politica di coesione deve essere rinnovata per rispondere alle nuove esigenze dei diversi Stati membri, dando loro
maggiore flessibilita. E essenziale che affrontiamo con decisione le sfide cruciali con le quali 'Unione europea si con-
fronta ogni giorno, incluse le sfide demografiche e la valorizzazione dei talenti, affinché ogni giovane abbia la possibilita
di rimanere nella propria terra.

Sono lieto che il Vicepresidente abbia posto I'accento sulla competitivita e sul tema della casa, due priorita fondamentali
che richiedono un'azione immediata. La questione abitativa ¢ vitale non solo per le cittd ma anche per le aree rurali, e va
trattata con la stessa urgenza e determinazione.

La comunicazione presentata oggi ¢ un passo importante e va nella giusta direzione; ¢ fondamentale semplificare I'ac-
cesso ai finanziamenti per le imprese e creare infopoint territoriali che offrano supporto amministrativo, semplificando i
processi burocratici.

In conclusione, la revisione intermedia ¢ un’opportunita cruciale per adattare la politica di coesione alle sfide emergenti,
garantendo un futuro piu forte e resiliente per i nostri territori.

Lubica Karvasovd, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, with an absorption rate less than 10 %, we are
failing our regions at the moment. But there are objective reasons why this is the case. Unprecedented crises, COVID,
war in Ukraine, priority given to recovery plans, all consumed a lot of our capacities.

In several countries, it is also the centralisation of investments that delays investments in regions. The solution is not to
give up on the policy, it’s to fix it. So I support Commissioner Fitto’s efforts for mid-term review and to ease access to
EU funds, including for eastern border regions.

Cohesion policy is the one closest to our citizens in regions and in cities. So what we need is to simplify it and to bring
it even closer to them. Focus on specific local needs in reducing regional disparities, but also in driving competitiveness.

So let us reunite around this goal together, the Commission, European Parliament and the Council, because if we gamble
with the support of citizens in regions for European projects, we risk losing projects in general.

Cristina Guarda, a nome del gruppo Verts/ALE. — Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, non
possiamo far pagare le armi ai cittadini pitt poveri e a rischio d’Europa.

La politica di coesione € il cuore dell'Unione: serve a innovare, a dare futuro alle comunitd montane e rurali, a dare alle
terre colpite dalla crisi climatica una speranza, e soluzioni a chi vive in zone inquinate, isolate o senza opportunita.

E invece si vuole svuotarla per finanziare la spesa militare. Che difesa comune ¢ mai questa, se intanto lasciamo indietro
chi ha bisogno di sostegno, di reti, di servizi?

La revisione intermedia dovrebbe rafforzare e semplificare la coesione, non ridurla in vista del prossimo bilancio, sacri-
ficando milioni di persone per favorire pochi attori dell'industria bellica.

La Presidente von der Leyen mostra scarso interesse per le politiche sociali. Mi appello quindi a lei, Vicepresidente Fitto:
difenda la coesione, difenda il suo mandato. Non confonda le carte, nascondendo le armi dietro a parole come alloggi
dignitosi e resilienza idrica.

La nostra forza sta nella capacita di costruire non 27, ma UN futuro europeo giusto, equo ed unito.
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'EAeva Kouvvroupd, £ ovopatoc ¢ opadag The Left. — Kupia TTpoedpe, kipie Enitpore, 1 molitiki ouvoxi)s anotehel kpiotpo
OXMHa Yi0 TN PElwOT] TOV aVIGOTHTOY TOU evTeivovtal and Tig TOANATMAEG kpioelg Twv TeENeuTainy etov. H KOwviKY, OlKovopLKT),
edagikn ouykhion g Euponaikrs Evwong eivar factk mpotepaidtnTa Kot autod mpénel va anotunedel kat oty mpakn).

Ogeihoupe va daopalicoupe 6T oTo €NOpEVO MOAUETEG drjpoctovopikd mAaiolo 1 xpnpatoddtnon e molttikrg cuvoxic da
evioxudel onpavikd, kat 0T da npofhepdolv enapkeig mpOGYETOL MOPOL YL TIC AVAYKES OU PLOVOULE, GOTE Ta ENOpEVA Xpovia
va metuyoupe frootpn kat dikain avamtugn xepis va peivel kavévag miow. OQeiNoUpE Vo anoppiyoupe Ty TEPIKOTT) TeV Kovdu-
Mov 6uvoxic kat T pHeTagopd Toug aTov Topéa TS dpuvag. Tétoteg mpotacels avtifaivouy otov Depehiddn okomd g ouvoxne
Kat gTov oToYo TG oUykAionG.

TéNog, mpemel va diatrprdel aképalog 0 AMOKEVIPOPEVOS XAPAKTHPAG TG MOAITIKNG ouvoxns. H tomokevpikn mpoctyylon eival
ouolmdng. Ot MEPLPEPEIOREG KAl TOTIKEG aPXES KATAVOOUV KOAUTEPQ TIG EMELYOUCEG OVAYKEG TGV KOWOTITOV, KAl MPEMEL Va
TAPAPEIVOUV GTOV TUPTVEL TOU OXESIGHOU Kat TrG UAOTOINGTG TNG MOAITIKIG GUVOXTG.

Gabriella Gerzsenyi (PPE). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Quo vadis? Merre tart a kohézids politika? Az uni6 kihivésai
indokoljék az egyenl6tlenségek lekiizdését, jobban, mint valaha. Ez Eurépa biztonsdgdnak zdloga. Egyiitt erésebbek

vagyunk.

Szitkséges a helyi és regiondlis szerepl6k megerGsitése, az érintettek bevondsa, a partnerség. Egyszertisités, konnyebb
végrehajthat6sdg, a pénzek hatékony és szabalyszerti felhaszndldsa. Fontos, hogy a beruhdzdsok helyben hasznosuljanak,
a kedvezményezettek minden el6nyét élvezhessék. Egyetlen teriiletet és egyetlen személyt se hagyjunk hdtra, az idéseket,
a néket, a romdkat, a fogyatékossaggal élGket sem.

A Tisza azon dolgozik, hogy helyrehozza az Orbdn-kormdny taldn legnagyobb biinét, az orszdg megfosztdsat a kohézids
forrdsok jelentSs részétdl. Kormanyra keriilésik utdn hazahozzuk az unids pénzeket, visszavezetjilk Magyarorszagot a
korrupci6tél mentes, fejl6d§ gazdasig és a jogdllamisdg dtjdra, és ehhez koszoném eziton is a Bizottsdg
egytittmikodését.

Marcos Ros Sempere (S&D). — Madam President, Commissioner, a citizen walks through the streets of his rural town.
He picks up his child from school, drives along a small road and takes him to the health centre. In all three places, he
can read the same sentence: ‘Financed by European funds.’

Which is the European Union’s greatest social policy? Cohesion policy which helps all European regions grow at the
same pace, which creates quality jobs, which makes us more competitive. But we have challenges to solve: bureaucratic
burdens, new needs of the citizens. We need to accelerate its implementation.

What is the solution? Modernisation. Greater involvement of regions and citizens. More flexibility and a large budget.
Investment not only for defence or large corporations, investment for small and medium-sized businesses, investment
for the most disadvantaged territories and investment for a safer, more competitive Europe with less inequality.

Commissioner, we socialists will work on the Commission’s proposal. We will work to achieve these objectives.

Serban Dimitrie Sturdza (ECR). - Doamni presedintd, domnule Fitto, stimati colegi, in primul rand trebuie subliniat
faptul cd obiectivul principal al politicii de coeziune este reducerea treptatd a disparitatilor dintre regiuni, adicd expresia
solidaritdtii europene. Totusi, realitatea se schimbd rapid. Avem noi priorititi, crize neprevdzute si presiuni de investitii
in domenii strategice. De aceea, flexibilitatea politicii de coeziune ar trebui si le ofere statelor membre sansa de a investi
acolo unde este cu adevirat necesar.

Fondurile de coeziune trebuie si rdimand un sprijin real pentru regiunile si comunitatile care au nevoie de ele, iar acolo
unde resursele nu au fost cheltuite la timp, acestea nu trebuie pierdute, ci regandite si redistribuite inteligent chiar de
citre statul membru. Cu toate acestea, politica de coeziune nu poate deveni un fel de pusculitd bund la toate.
Flexibilitatea este necesard, cu sigurantd, dar trebuie si fie tintitd, echilibratd si responsabild.
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Ciaran Mullooly (Renew). — Madam President, Commissioner, if Liberation Day is what they're calling the events in
Washington this week, then surely today, here in Strasbourg, we should say it's D-Day for our European Commission to
get its act together in readiness for the challenges that are undoubtedly ahead.

While Donald Trump talks of tariffs, we must talk about cohesion policy that will drive investment, reduce regional
disparities and ensure that no region is left behind, especially in face of what will be tougher trading conditions. As we
review our current programmes, there are fears ahead, Commissioner, that some projects risk being jettisoned for those
more politically expedient in the short term, and even more concerns about reallocating funds to other priorities, such
as defence spending. Commissioner, we cannot and will not stand idly by if this is proposed. We must not dilute our
cohesion policy at any time, and especially when we are facing potentially crippling tariffs from the US. We need a
robust, future-proofed cohesion policy, not just an investment. It’s a commitment to European solidarity. Solidarity that
is short in supply at the moment. We must safeguard a strong and well-funded cohesion policy well beyond 2027.

Gordan Bosanac (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, Mr Commissioner, I think one of my first speeches in this House
was calling for the reform of cohesion policy, but not in my dream — or call it nightmare — I couldn’t imagine that we
will get such a comprehensive and, I will say, radical proposal how to change the cohesion policy, which I can partially
agree with.

However, we will need more time to study more in depth what was written in the documents that were released only a
few hours ago. But [ have to challenge the idea that with these six new priorities, defence will also be included. Because
can you imagine how this priority will overburden the other ones which we are talking about from the beginning, like
solving the housing crisis or working more on the green energy transition. It's really good that you also emphasise the
green transition, access to water, housing, but I'm afraid that defence will just swallow up everything.

Also, in my first reading, I haven’t seen that you are proposing the change of Article 7(5) to enable investments from
the cohesion policy directly into housing. So let's see what can happen there. And one thing which I find good: finally,
you are putting more strong European urban initiatives. If we are going in the direction of more direct funding to
regions and cities, this is the right way forward.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)

Lukas Sieper (NI), blue-card question. — Thank you for taking the blue-card. In your speech, you talked about your fear
that the defence spending would swallow all the other — as you said — very important matters. While I share that fear
and theory, I would like to ask: why exactly do you think that? Why exactly should that happen? Because I think if we
just state that without any reasoning in these really dark times, that would also not be good.

Gordan Bosanac (Verts/ALE), blue-card answer. — Very good question. Because it's much easier to spend it on defence
than to spend it on housing.

The second thing is that 'm worried about who will control the spending in defence when on the national level, the
Member States will say, but we have our security laws which are protecting us from disclosing the information on
spending in defence.

So, I see that for Member States it's much easier to grab into the defence than in the housing and energy transition.
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IN THE CHAIR: ESTEBAN GONZALEZ PONS

Vice-President

Dan-Stefan Motreanu (PPE). — Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, rata de absorbtie a fondurilor de coeziune
pentru perioada 2021-2027 este intr-adevidr scizutd, insd acest lucru nu reflectd lipsa de interes din partea statelor
membre, ci este cauzat de intirzieri in adoptarea bugetului Uniunii Europene, de suprapunerea si cu finalizarea progra-
melor din 2014-2020 si cu implementarea planurilor nationale de redresare si rezilienta.

Trebuie avuti in vedere si rata de contractare. In Romania, de exemplu, peste 60 % din valoarea finantirii este deja
contractatd. In plus, trebuie si tinem cont ci unele proiecte, cum ar fi cele de infrastructurd rutierd sau de api si
canalizare, sunt foarte complexe si pot dura uneori peste cinci ani. Rata de absorbtie de aproape 100 % in perioada
anterioard aratd clar cd politica de coeziune rimane esentiald pentru reducerea decalajelor dintre regiuni.

Celor care propun redirectionarea bugetului dedicat coeziunii, le reamintesc cd aceastd politici a consolidat increderea
cetdtenilor in proiectul european, prin investitii concrete in autostrizi, spitale, scoli si IMM-uri, investitii care contraca-
reazd eficient discursurile eurosceptice si influentele venite din afara Uniunii Europene.

Victor Negrescu (S&D). — Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, dragi colegi, politica de coeziune este unul dintre
cele mai puternice instrumente europene. Este expresia concretd a solidarititii dintre statele membre §i regiunile Uniunii.
Fard aceasta, Europa s-ar rupe in doud, intre regiunile dezvoltate si regiunile ldsate in urma. Prin revizuirea aceasta de la
mijlocul perioadei, avem sansa si corectdm deficientele actuale, si accelerim implementarea §i si demonstrdm impactul
real al fondurilor europene.

Dar mai mult decat atit, trebuie s apdrdm aceastd politici. Sunt voci care pun sub semnul intrebdrii viitorul coeziunii
dupd 2027 si aici, domnule comisar, trebuie si spuneti foarte clar NU la aceste modificdri. Nu putem permite ca o
politicd vitald pentru echitatea europeand s fie subfinantatd sau marginalizatd. Coeziunea nu este un moft, este garantia
unei Europe unite, echilibrate si prospere. Este responsabilitatea noastrd si o facem eficientd acum si sd o pastrdm
puternicd si pe viitor.

Antonella Sberna (ECR). — Signor Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, oggi € una giornata importante
per i nostri territori, per le nostre imprese e per i nostri cittadini.

Un approccio innovativo ai fondi di coesione, dalla flessibilita alla semplificazione, fino a un’azione a misura di territo-
rio.

Oggi restituiamo alle regioni europee e ai cittadini il principale strumento per la crescita: una politica di coesione che
non resta immobile davanti alle crisi, ma risponde in modo rapido e concreto alle richieste che arrivano dalle regioni,
dalle citta e anche dalle comunita locali.

Competitivita, casa, acqua, energia, decarbonizzazione, semplificazione: una programmazione che non si aggrappa al
passato, ma sceglie di affrontare le sfide con coraggio; che ha la lucidita di rendersi flessibile quando il contesto lo
richiede; che agisce nel presente per gettare solide basi per il futuro.

Cosi si inizia veramente a costruire I'Europa che vogliamo e che tanti hanno chiesto.

Il Parlamento c'¢, e lavorera seriamente affinché si faccia presto e bene.
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Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle (Renew). — Voorzitter, commissaris, Europa moet fundamenteel veranderen.
Maar laten we het fundament van Europa niet met het badwater weggooien. Dat fundament is onze solidariteit. De
wetenschap dat we zo sterk zijn als onze zwakste schakel en zo rijk als onze armste regio. Dat is een ijzersterke logica,
zoals ook onderschreven door Draghi en Letta. In onze armste regio’s is de steun voor Europa het laagst en juist daar
proberen Rusland en China hun invloed te kopen. Het cohesiebeleid is dus van cruciaal belang voor onze democratie en
onze veiligheid.

Het kan ook nog meer bijdragen aan andere strategische doelen. Dit gaat echter niet lukken wanneer we de tussentijdse
evaluatie aangrijpen om geld te verslepen van de arme naar de rijke regio’s. Dat is wat, naar ik vrees, gaat gebeuren met
dit voorstel, of dat het risico lopen we toch. Daar maak ik me zorgen om. Bouwen aan een sterk Europa willen we
allemaal, maar dat kan alleen als heel Europa meedoet.

Christian Doleschal (PPE). — Herr Prisident, Herr Exekutiv-Vizeprisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Als bayerisc-
her Europaabgeordneter und regionalpolitischer Sprecher setze ich mich dafiir ein, dass die Kohisionspolitik mit
ihren 392 Milliarden Euro gezielt dort wirkt, wo sie gebraucht wird. Ich begriife die heute vorgestellte
Standortbestimmung der Kommission. Es braucht Anpassungen in den Programmen, es braucht eine zukunftsfihige
Kohisionspolitik. Ich mochte aber dennoch noch einmal auf drei wichtige Schwerpunkte zu sprechen kommen.

Unser Mittelstand ist das Riickgrat unserer Wirtschaft. Bayern und Deutschland sind deshalb stark, weil wir auf eine
dezentrale Wirtschaftsstruktur setzen. Fordermittel diirfen nicht nur groffen Unternehmen zugutekommen, sondern
miissen auch den Mittelstand berticksichtigen. Stadt und Land miissen Hand in Hand gehen. Artikel 174 der EU-Vertrige
sieht vor, dass Regionen mit unterschiedlichen Entwicklungsstinden, insbesondere lindliche Rdume und Gebiete im
industriellen Wandel, unterstiitzt werden miissen. Wenn wir iiber Stadtentwicklung sprechen, dann immer auch mit
dem Blick auf die lindlichen Rdume.

Wir brauchen eine Politik, die Stabilitit schafft. Die aktuellen Herausforderungen — von geopolitischen Spannungen bis
zu wirtschaftlichen Umbriichen — zeigen, wie wichtig eine gute und durchdachte Kohisionspolitik ist. Ich bedanke mich
fur die bisherige Zusammenarbeit und hoffe auf gute weitere Beratungen.

Carla Tavares (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Ministro, Senhor Comissdrio, a politica de coesdo é historicamente
um eixo essencial para a implementagdo das prioridades da Unido Europeia. £ a politica de coesio que traz ao terreno a
Unido Europeia e mantém a Europa préxima e visivel aos cidaddos. E a maior politica de proximidade que temos. Mas,
para o seu sucesso, necessita de estabilidade e previsibilidade.

Sabemos que as prioridades europeias podem mudar rapidamente. Vimos isso no passado com a COVID ou com a crise
energética. Temos agora pela frente novas e urgentes prioridades, como a defesa ou a competitividade europeia, para as
quais sdo precisas verbas e investimentos avultados.

Em momentos de urgéncia, todas as politicas da Unido devem ser chamadas a contribuir para as novas prioridades.

A politica de coesdo fard, como sempre tem feito, o seu papel no alinhamento com as novas exigéncias e as despesas
com a defesa ndo podem ser efetuadas a custa das despesas sociais e ambientais, nem podem conduzir a uma redugdo
do financiamento da politica de coesdo, que provou o seu valor ao longo do tempo.

Sdo os Estados-Membros que conhecem o terreno e as suas necessidades e devem decidir como gerir os seus envelopes
financeiros e fazer a articulagio com as prioridades nacionais. Ndo podemos esvaziar a politica de coesdo por decreto
ou com cortes cegos.

(A oradora aceita responder a uma pergunta «artdo azul»)

Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azub. — Senhora Deputada Tavares, é portuguesa,
eu sou galega e temos dois territorios em comum que queremos que tenham muitos fundos europeus e muita politica
de coesio.
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Agora, temos a iniciativa do BRIDGE for Europe, que vai ser aprovada em breve, e trabalhdmos muito para essa conexdo
entre Portugal e a Galiza: de comboio, nas lutas contra os incéndios, na mobilidade.

Como vé esse tipo de politicas transfronteiricas?

Carla Tavares (S&D), Resposta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azub. — As politicas transfronteiricas sdo absolutamente
essenciais para refor¢armos a coesdo entre os 27 Estados-Membros.

Alids, na proposta de quadro financeiro plurianual, que estd neste momento em discussdo e a receber os contributos das
diversas comissdes, tivemos oportunidade, numa das suas alineas, de referir isso mesmo: a ligacdo entre os territdrios. O
aprofundar o transfronteirico e reforcar as suas ligacdes é absolutamente essencial para o fortalecimento da Unido,
nomeadamente em matérias como € o caso da mobilidade e o caso dos nossos territérios, que bastante nos diz respeito.

Elsi Katainen (Renew). — Arvoisa puhemies, hyvd komissaari, muuttuneen geopoliittisen tilanteen takia myds kohee-
siopolitiikkaan kohdistuu ihan ymmdrrettavisti kovia uudistamispaineita. On kuitenkin tirkeds, ettd EU tavoittelee edel-
leen alueiden hyvinvointia, kehityserojen tasaamista ja ldheisyysperiaatteen toteutumista. Ne jo itsessddn edistdvit turvaa,
rauhaa ja vakautta.

Koheesiopolitiikan pitdd olla vaikuttavaa ja alueiden erilaiset tarpeet huomioivaa. Alueiden kilpailukykyyn, infraan ja
yrittdjyyden tukemiseen on panostettava vahvasti. Valitettavasti maiden sisdistd eriytymistd tapahtuu yhi ja siihen on
koheesiopolitiikan toimin entistd vahvemmin myos puututtava.

Venijan hyokkayssodan vuoksi myos itdiset raja-alueemme ansaitsevat erityishuomiota. Kiitoksia komissaarille tistd, silld
oikein kohdennetulla koheesiopolitiikalla ja varautumisella on iso merkitys koko Euroopan turvallisuudelle. Eurooppa on
dlykkdampi ja turvallisempi, jos politiikan toimet huomioivat yhti lailla energiasiirtymin ja koulutuksen tarpeet. Siksikin
koheesiopolititkan roolia sen perinteisessd mielessd ei tule heikentdd. Siis yksinkertaistamiselle ja tehostamiselle kyll4,
mutta heikentdmisille ei.

Elena Nevado del Campo (PPE). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, el examen intermedio de la politica de cohesion
es el momento para aprovechar las lecciones aprendidas, hacer mds accesibles los fondos y abordar las amenazas. Los
retos exigen tomar decisiones que estén a la altura.

Sin embargo, no podemos dejar de lado la cuestién de como quiere Europa seguir estando en el terreno. Para que la
Uni6n preserve su presencia en el terreno sin mermar su capacidad de actuacion, es clave que siga invirtiendo los fondos
en aquellas regiones para las que fueron destinados, respetando la labor de las administraciones locales y regionales en
su disefio y en su ejecucion.

Buscar la convergencia puede lograrse por muchas vias, con proyectos capaces de atender a varias prioridades al mismo
tiempo, proyectos que refuercen la competitividad, la seguridad, la conectividad, el bienestar social o la gestion del agua,
como se ha dicho.

Los medios deben servir al fin. El fin dltimo debe seguir siendo promover la convergencia, porque esa es la Europa que
valoran los ciudadanos. Confiamos en usted.

(La oradora acepta responder a una pregunta formulada con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle (Renew), pregunta de «tarjeta azul». — Me alegra saber que seguimos en la
misma linea sobre el destino final de los fondos de cohesion, que deben contribuir a la cohesién territorial, social y
econdmica dentro de la Unién Europea.

Querifa preguntarle, en concreto, sobre los intentos de centralizaciéon de la politica de cohesién. Usted viene de una
region que seguramente tiene mucho acceso directo a fondos. La mia también. Me gustaria saber si podemos trabajar
juntas para mantener ese acceso directo de nuestras ciudades y nuestras regiones a los fondos de cohesién, sin que sean
centralizados en todos los Estados miembros.
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Elena Nevado del Campo (PPE), respuesta de «tarjeta azul». — Muchas gracias por la pregunta, sefiora Garcia Hermida.
Por supuesto que podemos trabajar juntas en esto. Hemos defendido también desde nuestro grupo la necesidad de
respetar el principio del paternariado y el principio multinivel. El papel de las regiones y de las entidades locales es
clave en la politica de cohesién para conseguir esa convergencia.

Su territorio y el mio, Extremadura, siguen necesitando esos fondos para poder competir en igualdad de condiciones que
el resto de la Unién Europea.

Y, por lo tanto, claro que nos vamos a encontrar en esta lucha.

Estelle Ceulemans (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, il semble que les discussions actuelles sur I'avenir
de la politique de cohésion soient a nouveau l'occasion pour certains de tenter de fragiliser les politiques sociales
européennes. La politique de cohésion représente un tiers du budget européen. Elle est la principale politique d'investis-
sement de long terme et porte sur des investissements sociaux, économiques et territoriaux. Elle est inscrite dans les
traités pour réduire les inégalités entre les régions tout en créant des solidarités entre les territoires. Elle na pas vocation
a étre un instrument de gestion de crise. Son objectif n'est pas de répondre a des urgences conjoncturelles et encore
moins de couvrir des besoins d'investissement pour I'industrie de la défense, pour lesquels il faut aller chercher d’autres
moyens — d’autant que le futur cadre financier pluriannuel doit absolument réserver des budgets pour une véritable mise
en ceuvre du socle européen des droits sociaux et que le Fonds social européen plus doit rester un instrument fort et
autonome pour renforcer la dimension sociale de 'Union européenne.

Joachim Streit (Renew). — Herr Prisident, sehr geehrter Herr Exekutiv-Vizeprisident Fitto, liebe Kolleginnen und Kol-
legen! Was kann man besser tiber die Kohisionspolitik sagen, wie wenn man selbst Lokalpolitiker war? Es gibt fiirr mich
drei Schliissel, und sie haben alle drei mit Verantwortung zu tun. Erstens, verantwortungsvolles Handeln. Zweitens,
verantwortungsbewusste Entscheidungsfindung, und drittens, verantwortungsbewusstes Management. Wenn man sieht,
dass beim Handeln 5,6 % des Geldes einfach so wegfliefen, dann sind das bei einem EU-Haushalt von 190 Milliarden
rund 10 Milliarden Euro; dem gilt es, einen Riegel vorzuschieben.

Zweitens: verantwortungsbewusste Entscheidungsfindung. Wir miissen die Menschen vor Ort teilhaben lassen an unse-
ren Entscheidungen, damit wir besser eingestellt sind auf die Bedingungen vor Ort. Und drittens: Die Kenntnis der
Ortlichkeit ist die Seele des Dienstes. Gelder miissen auch direkt in Regionen flieBen und nicht den Umweg iiber den
Bundesstaat oder iiber die Landesstaaten nehmen. Deshalb, sehr geehrter Herr Exekutiv-Vizeprasident Fitto, darf ich Sie
recht herzlich nach Deutschland einladen, nach Rheinland-Pfalz, in meine Heimat, in die Eifel, und ich wiirde mich
freuen, wenn Sie dieser Einladung folgen.

Jacek Protas (PPE). — Panie Przewodniczacy, panie Komisarzul Méwigc o przegladzie polityki spdjnosci, chciatbym
dzisiaj zwrécié uwage na jeden bardzo wazny aspekt, a mianowicie konieczno$¢ odejscia od sztywnych ram koncentracji
tematycznej. Potrzeby rozwojowe, bariery hamujgce wzrost gospodarczy, deficyty spoleczne sg bardzo rézne w krajach i
regionach Unii Europejskiej.

Nasze regiony r6znig si¢ od siebie, czasem diametralnie. Nie mozna zatem przykladal jednego szablonu dla calej
Wspdlnoty Europejskiej. To dzialanie nieracjonalne. Bardziej elastyczne podejscie pozwoli na uzyskanie lepszych i szyb-
kich pozadanych efektéw polityki spojnosci. Przyczyni sie takze do przySpieszenia jej wdrazania. Apeluje zatem o
wigksza elastyczno$¢ podczas przegladu srédokresowego, zwlaszcza w podejsciu do regionéw graniczacych z Rosjg,
Ukraing i Bialorusia, a takze o uwzglednienie moich wnioskéw podczas planowania nowej polityki spdjnosci po 2027
roku.

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Herr Exekutiv-Vizeprisident! Kohdsion ist und bleibt Herzstiick der
Europapolitik — eine Erfolgsgeschichte der Europdischen Union. Kohdsion ist Zusammenhalt und mehr als ein Akt der
Solidaritit: ein Gewinn fiir alle, auch fiir sogenannte Nettozahler wie Osterreich, weil das eingesetzte Geld mehrfach
zuriickkommt.

Damit die Kohésionspolitik noch effizienter wirken kann, ist eine zielsichere, unbiirokratische, rasche und erleichterte
Umsetzung unbedingt notwendig. Die Menschen miissen auch erfahren, wer wofiir welche finanziellen Mittel erhilt. Es
kann nicht sein, dass in jenen Regionen, wo die Europdische Union das meiste Geld einsetzt und die Biirgerinnen und
Biirger direkt profitieren, die Akzeptanz der EU so niedrig ist, weil den Leuten das alles nicht bewusst ist.
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Und es muss auch klar sein: Neue Priorititen wie Verteidigung erfordern neue Finanzierungsquellen. Kein Geld fiir
Regierungen, die europdische Werte untergraben und rechtsstaatliche Prinzipien nicht einhalten. Und es sind
Investitionen in Kultur, die den hochsten soziookonomischen Effekt erzielen.

Catch-the-eye procedure

Nikolina Brnjac (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, povjerenice, danas ne raspravljamo samo o srednjoro¢noj reviziji,
nego i o buduénosti kohezijske politike. Ona mora biti jasno usmjerena prema rjeSavanju problema priustivog stanova-
nja, demografskoj krizi te gospodarskom razvoju nasih regija. Ako Zelimo da se nase regije ne razvijaju, ako Zelimo
depopulaciju, onda nema ulaganja u kohezijsku politiku, ali sigurna sam da to nije politika niti smjer ove Europske
komisije. Ako Zelimo sada povecati ulaganja u priustivo stanovanje kroz kohezijsku politiku, omogudite izmjenu
Common Provisions Regulation kod 126, Prilog I, gdje je sadasnji klimatski utjecaj na priustivo stanovanje 0, a priustio
stanovanje je klimatski relevantna investicija. Stoga tim potezom odmah utjeCete na koriStenje kohezije za stanovanje.
Koheziju moramo fleksibilizirati, a to zna¢i da ona sluzi nadim gospodarstvenicima, nasim poljoprivrednicima i u
konac¢nici na$im gradanima.

Rosa Serrano Sierra (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, hablar de una Europa fuerte y competitiva es hablar
de reducir las desigualdades econdmicas, sociales y territoriales. Trabajar por una Europa resiliente es también trabajar
para que todas y cada una de las regiones alcancen su potencial maximo, porque esa competitividad de la que tanto
hablamos no puede ser un fin, sino una herramienta que ayude a mejorar la vida de los ciudadanos. La politica de
cohesion sigue siendo nuestra mejor respuesta. Por eso, esta revisién tiene que dar lugar a una politica moderna y
reforzada que ponga a las personas en el centro.

Sefior comisario, vemos c6mo se afladen prioridades politicas a la agenda. Es evidente que los desafios mundiales son
cada vez mds complejos, pero en algunos lugares los problemas siguen siendo los mismos. Nuestras regiones, sobre todo
las rurales, necesitan inversiones en conectividad o en servicios basicos que agonizan. Diganos como va a garantizar que
la futura politica de cohesién siga dando respuestas a las necesidades de nuestros territorios y que la gestién reserve la
voz de los entes locales y regionales.

Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, fala-se muito pouco da falta de mecanismos
europeus para o controlo de gastos e a boa execucdo dos fundos.

Na Galiza, o meu pais, 50 % dos fundos europeus ndo foram executados em 2022 e isso jd vem de anos atrds. Estamos
acostumados a reprogramacdes interessadas do Governo galego, sempre em fungio de interesses partiddrios e ndo do
meu povo. O Conselho de Contas da Galiza tem pedido em intimeras ocasides ao Governo galego que melhore o grau
de colaboragio e transparéncia.

De facto, isso ndo é s6 um problema galego, é um problema europeu. Os controlos documentais ndo foram criados para
detetar erros nas despesas. Por isso, deve fazer mais auditorias no terreno para verificar o cumprimento das regras,
Senhor Comissdrio. A Comissdo deve fazer auditorias suficientes sobre a execugdo dos fundos pelos Estados-Membros.
Nio sou eu que o digo, é o Tribunal de Contas Europeu. Pelo contrdrio, permite-se a esses Estados-Membros reutilizar
essas corre¢des em projetos adicionais.

Diana Iovanovici Sosoaci (NI). — Domnule presedinte, politica de coeziune: ce cuvant globalist! Intr-adevir, trebuie si
vedem si ce se intampl in tdrile in care avem acesti bani. In Romania avem la putere de 35 de ani aceiasi oameni care
furd, furd inclusiv banii europeni. De aceea avem si o foarte mare birocratie. Nu stiu daci stiti, dar fondurile europene se
dau in Romania pe pile, doar daci esti de la socialisti-democrati sau de la liberali.

Mai mult decat atat, se furd. Doamna Kovesi de la Parchetul European ar trebui sd investigheze aceste lucruri. Dar ce sd
vezi? Astizi ati votat la Curtea de Conturi o persoand care este acuzatd de furt si face parte din guvernul socialist-
democrat, pe care dumneavoastrd l-ati ajutat sd ne anuleze candidatura mie, sd incerce si distrugd partidul pe care il
conduc. Stiti cd avem scoli care nu au toalete, iar toaletele scolilor in Romania sunt in curte? Stiti ¢ avem copii care s-
au Inecat in toalete? Asta nu stiti? Vd spun eu.
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Francisco José Millin Mon (PPE). — Sefior presidente, la politica de cohesion es un pilar fundamental de la Unién
Europea. Es esencial para reducir las divergencias entre paises y regiones. En Galicia, mi regién, por ejemplo, los fondos
de cohesion nos han permitido modernizar nuestra economia y mejorar mucho nuestras infraestructuras. Y Galicia y su
Gobierno son un modelo en la ejecucion de fondos europeos.

Con vistas a la politica de cohesién para después de 2027, quiero compartir dos ideas.

En primer lugar, debemos mantener la asignacién presupuestaria para la politica de cohesiéon en un nivel similar al
actual. Es cierto que en estos momentos otras prioridades de la Uni6n acaparan los titulares, pero estas prioridades no
deberan perjudicar la politica de cohesién. De lo contrario, podriamos obstaculizar el desarrollo equilibrado y arménico
de la Unién y de sus Estados y regiones.

Y, en segundo lugar, tenemos que preservar el rol de las regiones en el disefio e implementacion de la cohesién. En esta
misma linea se manifest6 el Consejo la pasada semana, y es que la centralizacion serfa un error. Desgraciadamente, lo
hemos visto en Espaiia con el fracaso en la implementacion de los fondos Next Generation EU.

Los Gobiernos regionales conocen de primera mano las necesidades de sus regiones. Este conocimiento hay que apro-
vecharlo.

Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior vicepresidente Fitto, ssabe que la politica de cohesion
es seguramente, junto con el derecho fundamental a la libre circulacion, el activo mds preciado de la integracién euro-
pea? Si necesita reforma, en ninglin caso es para acabar con su gestién compartida, con su enfoque territorial y con su
gobernanza multinivel.

Seguramente necesita reforma, para empezar, para incrementar sus recursos en el préximo marco financiero plurianual y
para permitir ademds agilizar su gestion para atender a catdstrofes naturales, que son cada vez mds frecuentes. Pero,
sobre todo, necesita reforma para impulsar la dimensién social de la cohesién en la politica regional, que es absoluta-
mente sensible, particularmente para las regiones mds vulnerables y las regiones ultraperiféricas. Y no digamos para
asegurar la inclusion social: introducir una politica de vivienda a escala europea que dé esperanzas a las nuevas genera-
ciones y también, por supuesto, garantizar una politica social que siga siendo el principal motor de legitimacién de la
integracion europea.

Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Vice-Presidente Executivo, a politica de coesdo é a
maior politica de investimentos na Unido Europeia e beneficia, direta ou indiretamente, todos os Estados-Membros e
regides.

Fomos confrontados com a necessidade do encerramento do quadro financeiro plurianual anterior com o PRR, com o
quadro financeiro atual e também com uma crise inflacionista, com a pandemia de COVID e a guerra na Ucrénia, que
criou disrupgdo nas cadeias de abastecimento de matérias-primas e mao de obra.

Por isso, a baixa taxa de execugdo ndo pode ser uma responsabilidade apenas dos Estados-Membros e os 6 % ndo sdo,
de certeza, o resultado do insucesso da politica, bem pelo contrario.

Vejo com satisfagdo que esta revisdo intercalar permite reduzir a complexidade e a burocracia e aumenta aqui o princi-
pio da confianca nos Estados-Membros para poder desenvolver a politica de coesdo numa forma mais adaptada com
estes novos pilares.

Destaco o sucesso dos Acores, que lidera a taxa de execugio dos fundos europeus de Portugal 2030, que demonstra que
uma gestdo descentralizada multinivel é fundamental para o bom sucesso desta politica e realco também a ideia de
termos aqui uma nova estratégia para as regides ultraperiféricas, anunciada no documento, e que espero que seja
muito mais préxima e que permita construir um programa POSEI-Transportes para a questdo da competitividade e a
descarbonizac¢do das acessibilidades.
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Maria Grapini (S&D). — Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, coeziunea, politica de coeziune, tine Europa unitd.
Dacd nu intelegem acest lucru — i da, v-ati propus acum si modernizati, dar, domnule comisar, cred ci ar trebui sd
existe un exercitiu al Comisiei, sd se uite la impact, pentru cd am avut mereu bani alocati pentru politica de coeziune si
totusi, disparititile regionale existd: diferenta intre rural si urban, diferenta intre zonele departate de centrele statelor
membre.

Vi intreb: stiti dacd aplicati i criteriul geografic atunci cind se dau fondurile de coeziune? Pentru ci am avut experienta
unui fond strategic de investitii la care am cerut criterii geografice, s-a pus primul venit, primul servit si toti banii s-au
concentrat in patru cinci state i a creat o diferentd intre statele membre.

De aceea, eu cred cd modernizarea trebuie sd tind cont de céteva criterii. Pe de o parte, criteriul geografic ca intr-adevar
sd diminudm aceste disparitdti regionale, dar si eficienta cheltuirii banilor, pentru ci este important si vedem ce se
intampld cu 100 de euro cheltuiti. De aceea, criteriile pe care vid eu cd ar trebui sd le puneti sunt cele legate si de
eficientd, si de criterii geografice.

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, Members, I thank you for your valuable con-
tribution to this important discussion. I listened closely to your proposal and I think that it’s important to clarify some
points.

First of all, I am here to defend the relaunch to work in favour for cohesion policy. I was president of one region that
used the resources of cohesion, I was Minister of Cohesion and I was a member of the REGI Committee for three
mandates. I know well this policy and my goal is to defend the relaunch of this policy, not other ideas and other goals.

Today, we approved the communication and legislative change. In this communication, we have a lot of answers to your
questions. For example, the role of the cities with an important part about the agenda for the cities, the internal rural
areas, islands and outermost regions with the strategy for these important matters. Eastern border regions, I said, and
this is, in our opinion, an important priority with a new approach. We didn't provide any cut. I want to be clear about
this because I listened to this. Any cut or transfer of funds in other parts — there isn’t. It's important to clarify this point,
but an analysis of the new EU priorities that could be utilised. It is a voluntary choice. I want to underline this point.
This is a voluntary choice, not a decision of the European Commission. This is a voluntary choice of the Member States
that take into account the specific needs of the territories. And I asked for this reason to the Chair of the REGI
Committee to have an exchange of view next week to discuss immediately this proposal. Then there will be some
Member States that will use for defence and the other Member States that will use them for housing, for water, for
energy transition, for competitiveness, for nothing. Without any change is possible — because it's a voluntary choice.

This is our position, and I think that it's important to have a right approach, because why should it not be possible to
give the opportunity to use some fund for the defence exactly as the other priorities that we said in this proposal.
Cohesion policy is — and will remain — a fundamental component of the current and the next MFF, where key principle
of cohesion policy must remain, like shared management, multi-level governance, the partnership principle and a place-
based approach. But we need to modernise and relaunch this policy. Redesign it and put the new priorities inside the
cohesion policy.

I often hear from some Member States and regions I visit that the cohesion funding is a way — sometimes the only way
— for citizens to connect with Europe. And I agree about this. This is an opportunity to increase this connection.

I will continue my dialogue with Member States’ representatives across Europe, all stakeholders at all levels, and with
this Parliament and the European Committee of Regions. I will continue to work with you during the entire process as
we prepare the next MFF. Moreover, my commitment is to design and implement the policy in close partnership with
the national, regional and local authorities — because the regions shall remain at the centre and involved in this process.
To shape this future effectively, we must work together and build one single voice, not to defend the cohesion policy,
but to relaunch and modernise cohesion policy. This is our challenge and I count on you.
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Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, honourable Members, just a few
remarks on behalf of the Council.

Thank you very much for this valuable exchange on the ways cohesion policy can be updated to the newly emerged
challenges and made more flexible in order to react more quickly and without unnecessary administrative burdens to a
fast-changing world.

This can already be done in the current programming period, without postponing our effort to the upcoming debate on
the next MFF.

I am looking forward to a fruitful cooperation with the Parliament in our common effort to ensure that cohesion policy
keeps contributing to European competitiveness, and to achieving the strategic goals and priorities of the European
Union.

President. — The debate is closed.

14. TapanTHpaHe Ha TOCTBIA IO TEMOKPATUYHM MeIuM Kato pammo ,,CBoGomna EBpoma“/pammo
,CBOOOma” (pasucksane)

President. — The next item is the debate on a statement by the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on safeguarding the access to democratic media, such as Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty (2025/2630(RSP)).

Marta Kos, Member of the Commission, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, — Dear President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, for 70 years Radio
Free Europe and Radio Liberty have done exactly what they say on the tin: they have spoken of a free Europe and the
value in liberty. They have spread hope for those under the fierce grip of state-controlled media and censorship.

They did this in two ways: one, by acting as a surrogate media, providing news for countries that censored the press and
two, by cross-reporting, meaning that the radios — as they were affectionately called — told Poles what the Hungarians
were doing and told Estonians what the Kazakhs were up to. And for 70 years, by these two methods, the journalists of
Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty have empowered listeners to make informed choices, to know that they have free
will and that their free will matters.

For those who were living in countries occupied by the Soviet Union or in communist countries like Yugoslavia, where I
grew up, US funding for Radio Free Europe kept our ears and hearts open to another life. US funding was, as the US
campaign was called, a 'Crusade for Freedom’, but the world is unfortunately experiencing a decline in freedom. As
Freedom House underlined in a report this year, not even the most powerful democratic states will be able to guarantee
the freedom and prosperity of their people should the current trends continue.

Do you think people want their freedom less today than those who were trapped in the communist cage? Has the value
of freedom declined? Does the world need fewer advocates for freedom? Of course not. With more unmediated content
on social media, more threats to the information environment, journalism is more vital today than ever before. As a
former journalist, who experienced the fall of the Berlin Wall in Berlin, I speak from my own experience.

The US court’s decisions on this year’s funding to Radio Free Europe will be key for Radio Free Europe and Radio
Liberty to continue operating, and this is key for us. We need to protect Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty. If we
don’t, we hand a gift to autocrats the world over. The world needs free journalists like Radio Free’s Alsu Kurmasheva,
who was imprisoned by Russia under false accusations. It needs the European Union to provide more emergency
support to journalists at risk, not less.

We have helped over 12 000 journalists over the last decade from strengthening their legal rights to funding investiga-
tive journalism and supporting NGOs that monitor press freedom. The European Endowment for Democracy will
continue supporting independent media in restrictive environments, or in countries like Moldova, where Russian
interference is constant and comes with a lot of funding.
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The world needs the European Union to be a refuge for independent media — including from Russia and Belarus — so
journalists and human rights defenders can continue their work, holding their political and business elites to account
and exposing corruption. And it needs us all to call our countries for preventing independent journalists from simply
doing their jobs.

But in this world where freedom is slipping through our fingers, it is clear we need to strengthen our approach to media
freedom, including within the European Union. I will give you three examples of how.

First, through the European Media Freedom Act, which will apply in full as of August this year. This is not just a piece
of legislation. It is our message to the world that Europe stands for free media. That in Europe, we fight to ensure
journalists are not spied on while they do their work to unveil the truth. That in Europe, public media is not a prop for
government propaganda, but a lifeline for democratic choice. The annual rule of law reports also provide important
monitoring and recommendations on media freedom in the European Union and monitoring for enlargement countries.

Second, a free media needs critical readers and independent thinkers. It needs us to be active participants because we
know a lie travels halfway around the world while the truth is getting its pants on. We know free speech is not the same
as speech free from lies, and in a free liberal society we have to live with this. But we don’t have to live without fighting
against it. On the contrary, we must be curious and critical, always checking information and questioning what we get.
We have to educate ourselves. We have to be critical of information sources, and we have to be able to recognise where
media is free and where it is not.

Third, for a free media, we must deal more effectively with foreign information manipulation and interference (FIMI).
FIMI is not just disinformation. It is not a communication issue. It is not 'my truth’ versus 'your truth’. It is a hybrid war
tactic and warrants a response to match how dangerous it is. We have to expose it, sanction those responsible and built
up our own arsenal to fight back. This is what we are now working on and every journalist, knowingly or not, is also
fighting FIMI by reporting on topics our adversaries want to be hushed up.

Honourable Members, in this House of democracy, let me quote American journalist Walter Cronkite: Freedom of the
press is not just important to democracy, it is democracy.’ But a free press is never a given. It is hard won and so very
easily lost. Last year’s report from Reporters Without Borders shows this all too clearly. If we want a free press, we have
to fight for it and defend it every day.

But let me conclude with a simple truth and a message of hope. Even behind bars in Russian detention Alsu
Kurmasheva underlined her resolve to find beauty and joy in the smallest things, and we see that in the letters she
wrote. You can't stop a writer from writing, just as you cannot imprison a lust for life or a will to tell the truth. And
that, honourable Members, is why freedom must and will prevail.

Sebastido Bugalho, em nome do Grupo PPE. — Senhor Presidente, o ndo financiamento da ajuda externa norte-americana
fez com que 1 300 000 deslocados na Ucrdnia perdessem abrigo, com que 2 700 000 feridos de guerra perdessem
assisténcia médica. Sio 4 milhdes de ucranianos em 90 dias.

Em Africa, metade da populagio do Sudio dependia de programas alimentares oriundos da USAID. Hoje, sio 25
milhdes de pessoas que passam fome.

Este parlamento pode criticar, ignorar ou aplaudir os cortes na ajuda externa norte-americana, mas, caros colegas, nio
nos enganemos. Estes cortes afetardo as prioridades de todos nds, da seguranga a agricultura, das fronteiras a satde.

O ndo financiamento da Radio Europa Livre ndo custa vidas, mas impacta-nos enquanto europeus. Faz parte da nossa
Histéria e da vida de alguns de nés, aqui sentados, que atrds da Cortina de Ferro viram os seus avds sintonizar aquela
frequéncia na busca de uma esperanca que vinha em forma de som.
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A caneta é mais forte do que a espada, costuma dizer-se, mas o som ndo é uma arma menos poderosa. Ndo é por acaso
que aqueles que nos querem mais vulnerdveis no nosso futuro também nos querem menos conscientes do nosso pas-
sado. Uma Europa com meméria é uma Europa que ndo esquece o que ja ultrapassou.

Senhor Presidente, eu ndo duvido, por um segundo, que a minha geracdo também serd capaz de o fazer, lembrando as
palavras de quem uma vez disse:

"We shall pay any price, bear any burden, support any friend, oppose any foe for the success and survival of liberty, and
for Radio Liberty, too'.

Nils Usakovs, on behalf of the SED Group. — Mr President, distinguished Commissioner, dear colleagues, apart from
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, there are thousands of independent media outlets operating across the European
Union in the Russian language. This means they are owned by EU citizens, they employ EU citizens and they produce
content for Europeans, but they do so in Russian and they have no connection to Kremlin.

The best way to simultaneously defend our values, freedom of speech and liberty, and also combating disinformation
and propaganda, is to establish a transparent and effective support mechanism for free media operating across Europe
and sometimes outside Europe in third country languages, starting probably with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.
Unfortunately, different Member States take different approaches. The current Latvian Government, for example, is
actively undermining its own public broadcasting in Russian, which effectively serves local linguistic minorities for
decades. That is why a united European approach and regulation are urgently needed.

Anténio Tanger Corréa, em nome do Grupo PfE. — Senhor Presidente, Senhora Comissiria, antes de dizer algumas
palavras, gostava de dizer o grande orgulho que sempre tive na minha mie por trabalhar na Rddio RARET, em
Portugal, que era uma entidade financiada pelos americanos e que transmitia para a Cortina de Ferro os ideais de
liberdade, os ideais que hoje nos fazem mover na Europa e na Europa que é nossa.

A liberdade de expressio ndo é um detalhe da democracia. E o seu coragdo. E neste momento, dentro da Unido
Europeia, esse coracdo estd a ser atacado.

Chamemos as coisas pelos nomes: hi uma ofensiva coordenada contra a verdade livre.

Sdo os «fact-checkers oficiais», sdo as «narrativas autorizadas», sio as «diretivas de seguranga». Tudo embalado numa
linguagem muito bonita, mas a verdade dos factos é que apenas, e s6, podem ter um caminho, uma diregdo: é a dos
amigos, porque os outros, que sdo contra, que sdo dissidentes, sio perseguidos de uma forma ou de outra, como se tem
visto nos ultimos tempos.

Portanto, acho que estamos no mau caminho. Acho que a democracia a uma s6 voz ndo é democracia. E autoritarismo,
¢ totalitarismo e é contra isso que nés temos de lutar.

Acabar com a censura disfarcada. Acabar com o controlo pelo dinheiro. Deixar a verdade competir. Deixar a dissidéncia
viver.

E por ai que temos de ir, s3o esses os principios que tém de nos nortear, porque s6 onde hd liberdade para discordar, hd
liberdade para viver em democracia.

Malgorzata Gosiewska, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Fundamentem demokracji i swobdd obywatel-
skich sg wolne media. Politycy europejscy dyskutujg o koniecznosci ich wsparcia, jak w przypadku Radia Wolna Europa,
lecz ich dzialania o tym nie $wiadczg. Przyklady, Telewizja Bielsat — Srodek przekazu dostarczajacy rzetelnej informacji
Bialorusinom, ale tez Ukraificom i Rosjanom. Do niedawna niezalezna. Dzi$ to jedynie redakcja w strukturach polskiej
telewizji publicznej nielegalnie przejetej przez rzad Donalda Tuska. Sekcja Bialoruska Radia Wnet, Bialoruskie portale,
Karta 97, Nexta, Radio Racja, Radio Svoboda. Drastycznie ograniczono im $rodki. Te media to okno na wolny $wiat dla
Bialorusinéw. Przejecie cigzaru finansowania przez Unig to tylko kwestia szybkich i zdecydowanych decyzji, Szanowni
Pafistwo. Uderzacie w Amerykandw za cigcia finansowe mediow. Tymczasem jest to przede wszystkim zadanie dla
Europy. To wlasnie za walke o przynalezno$¢ do europejskiej wspélnoty spotykaja Biatorusinéw przesladowania, tortury
czy wigzienie. Czas, aby wreszcie wzigé za to odpowiedzialnos¢, Panie i Panowie Europejczycy.
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Irena Joveva, v imenu skupine Renew. — Gospod predsednik! Zdruzene drzave Amerike so se odlocile zadati hud udarec
liberalni demokraciji z ukinitvijo financiranja neodvisnih medijev.

Radio Svobodna Evropa, ampak tudi Voice of America, ruska Meduza, beloruski Belsat in mnogo drugih, ravno tam,
kjer to ljudje najbolj potrebujejo. Zakaj ZDA pocnejo vse to, kar pocnejo? S takimi vprasanji, Ceprav so na mestu, ne
reSimo nic.

Poskusimo tako. Kako zapolniti vakuum, ko se za demokrati¢ne ideje ne moremo ve¢ zanasati na ZDA? Nekateri veliko
govorite o vojski, celo o oroZju, toda prepogosto se neupraviceno spregleda precej ucinkovitejsa, mehka moc.

Sovjetska zveza je padla brez metka, s pomo¢jo radia Svobodna Evropa. Zato je v interesu Evropske unije, seveda,
podpreti te neodvisne medije. Ampak poglejmo tudi onkraj tiska, na splet, kjer se vedno bolj oblikuje javno mnenje.

Izgubljamo informacijsko bitko proti avtoritarnim rezimom. Ne samo zunaj EU. Omenila sem Voice of America, ali se
e spomnimo Voice of Europe?

Moramo se odlo¢neje boriti proti laznim narativam. Morda smo izgubili zaveznika, ampak nase najmocnejse orozje
ostaja demokracija.

Virginijus Sinkevicius, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, in times of
rising disinformation and geopolitical tensions, independent media is not just important, it is essential. Free and fearless
journalism is one of the strongest foundations of a healthy democracy. It gives voice to the voiceless, holds power to
account, and ensures that citizens have access to truth.

That is why the recent situation faced by Radio Free Europe (RFE) is so alarming. Earlier this month, the Trump
Administration abruptly moved to cut RFE’s funding and dismantle the agency that oversees its operations. And while
this happened outside the EU, its message echoes loudly here. When a respected outlet, like RFE, can be threatened so
easily, we must ask ourselves, who is next? And what are we doing to protect the space for independent journalism
within and beyond our borders?

We must ensure that RFE and other essential outlets have access to long-term, stable funding, including from the
European Union. This is not just about filling a gap, but about preparing for a future where transatlantic support for
independent media can no longer be taken for granted. Let’s support those who risk everything to report the truth, not
only with words, but with action, funding and solidarity. Because defending the media is, first of all, defending democ-
racy.

Milan Uhrik, za skupinu ESN. — Vézeny pan predsedajici, prosim vés, tam treba pomdhat farmdrom na Slovensku
bojujiicim so slintackou a krivackou, a nie platit zbyto¢nych darmozri¢ov z akoze nezdvislych médii. Viete, ja ked
pocujem to slovo nezdvislé mainstreamové médid, ja sa uz len z toho smejem, pretoZe tie va$e mainstreamové médid
st v skuto¢nosti opakom nezdvislosti. Vy nezévislé ndzory umlciavate a likvidujete, cenzirujete socidlne siete, pokutujete
spolocnosti, ktoré ti cenziru zavddzat nechct, zakazujete alternativne médid a akykolvek iny ndzor oznadite za $irenie
extrémizmu, dezinformdcii alebo ruskej propagandy.

Prosim vés, akymzZe nezdvislym médiom je to Rddio Slobodnd Eurépa?

President. — (reacting to an interruption by Helmut Brandstdtter) Please don’t interrupt the speaker.

Milan Uhrik, za skupinu ESN. — Prosim vds, akymZe nezdvislym médiom je to Rddio Slobodnd Eurépa, ktoré bolo
platené priamo vliddou Spojenych $tdtov americkych? Samotny Elon Musk, ¢lovek zo Spojenych 3titov americkych,
hovori: ,Ano, vypnite ich! Eur6pa je teraz slobodnd, ak teda nepocitame ti dusivii byrokraciu. Nikto ich uz nepociva.
S4 to len radikdlni lavicovi bldzni, ktorf sa rozprdvaji sami so sebou a pritom mifajii miliardu doldrov ro¢ne z pefiazi
americkych daftovych poplatnikov. A to teraz akoZe my mdme platit z nasich eurépskych penazi takéto veci? No
rozhodne nie. Rozhodne nie. Cize ja hovorim tplne jasne, nech ich vypni.
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Annpeit Kosaues (PPE). — T-u Ilpencemaren, we 3amouna ¢ mpuMepa Ha CoGonxa EBpoma or mosta cTpaHa Bemrapus. B
Borrapust Cobonna EBpomna 3amousa m3mbusanero Ha 11 asrycr 1950 r. ¢ mpemasanero ,ImacsT Ha cBo6omHa Bwmrapus”. A3
u3pacHax ¢ panuo CsobGonHa EBporia, crymaiiky TaifHO BKBIIM OT MOETO CeMejfcTBO. 3a MeH To Ge ITAChT Ha MCTHHATA, OT KOETO
Hay4aBaxme KaKBO CE CITyuBa B KOMYHNCTMYeCKa bbrrapus u mo csera.

VickaM TyK u cera ma Omaromapst Ha Gbnrapure, pabotumu B pammo Co6omHa EBpoma mpeny nagaHeTo Ha KOMyHMCTMYECKMS
pexum B borrapus. [lle n3bpost Hakon or Tax: npekpacHusar Credan Ipyes, aBrop Ha KHurata 3a uap bopuc Tpern ,KopoHna or
TPBHN®, ObrapckuTe JOCTOMHM HuIUIoMaty B usrHanue Esrery CursiHoB n Muiso Muntes, n-p Mustuo HeGonues, JTroben Myra-
dos, Hukomait Kanues, Meromm 3axapues, Bramumup Haitneros, Kupun Ilanos, Xpucro OrusiHos, dumutsp VHKbOB, [yuiko
Tlerpos, Bramumup Koctos, PymsiHa Y3yHoBa 1 He Ha TOCIEIHO MSCTO He3aGpaBMMM 3a TIOKOJIEHWSI O'bIrapy Iie OCTaHaT mpoue-
TEHUTE 1O PamMoTo 3abpaHeHy B Bbmrapust ,3amounn penopraxu“ Ha Teopru Mapkos, yOuT oT pexuMa ¢ OTpOBa MOCPENCTBOM
TaKa HapeUeHMSIT OBITApCKy Yambp.

Ha Tax u Ha Bcuuky GbNrapy, KOUTO 1O BpeMeTO Ha KOMyHM3Ma pabotuxa B pamno CobonHa EBpoma, KakTo M Ha BCHMUKM JOpyTu
TaKa HapeyeHM OT KOMYHUCTUYECKMS PeXMM BpaxecKy pagmocTaHumy Kato Papmo Topsinm, I'macet Ha Amepuka, bubuCu Jlon-
moH 1 [oitue Berne TBIKMM GNaromapHOCT 3a C1yx06ata B 1107132 Ha CBOOONATA U CIIPABEMIMBOCTTA.

CwmsitaM ofaue cera, ue Pamo CsoGomna EBpoma, Pamvo CoGoma TpsiOBa ma ce KOHIEHTpHMpa BbPXY OCHOBHATA CH MMCMS MIa
IPOIBIIKAT [1a MIPefaBaT 0OeKTHBHA MHPOPMALIMS KbM [IbPKABY, YIPABIISABAHM OT KOMYHUCTHUUECKM, HUKTATOPCKH, aBTOPUTAPHH U
3aTBOPEHM PeXMMM M3BbH EBpOmeiickus Cho3 B O3 Ha MCTMHATA M MOpobeHnTe Hapomu no ceera. Pammo CeoGomna EBpoma u
Pammo CBoGoma He ca OOMKHOBEHHA Melust M He TPsiOBa [1a ce NMPEBPBIIAT B TAKaB4, & [a CIy>KaT Ha cBOOOMNATA TaM, KBIETO TSI He
CBIIECTBYBA 1 KBIETO € ONACHO []a KaXell MCTMHATA.

Francisco Assis (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, a Unido Europeia ndo vive apenas de politicas, de
planos, de estratégias, de acordos, de regulamentos e de diretivas.

Uma unido entre povos, como ¢ a nossa, também precisa de simbolos e a dimensdo simbdlica da Europa tem sido
secundarizada em beneficio de outras prioridades. Ora, a Ridio Free Europe é um dos simbolos da identidade e da
memoria europeias, pois ela foi criada no pés-guerra para dar voz aos valores europeus, para ser uma luz para os
povos que no Leste viviam sufocados por regimes totalitdrios comunistas, esmagados por simbolos postigos e por falsos
idolos.

Nos tempos sombrios que estamos outra vez a viver, a Unido Europeia ndo pode deixar que essa luz, que esse simbolo,
se apague. E que os ventos que sopram do Leste — da Rdssia, muito particularmente — sdo, outra vez, ventos contrd-
rios  liberdade e as democracias ocidentais.

A Rédio Free Europe ndo é uma reliquia da Guerra Fria. E um simbolo da Europa livre por direito préprio e a Unido
Europeia deve assumir, se for caso disso, o seu financiamento.

Hermann Tertsch (PfE). — Sefior presidente, me acuerdo de cuando los socialistas todavia llamaban provocacién a
Radio Free Europa y a la Voice of America.

La llegada de Trump a la Casa Blanca no ha gustado ni a la Comisién ni a la mayorfa menguante de este Parlamento. Su
forma de acabar con el abuso del dinero putblico para hacer propaganda ideoldgica les gusta mucho menos. Y ahora
pretenden utilizar dinero publico europeo para seguir haciendo propaganda woke, en la que se gastaban los Estados
Unidos miles de millones desde la época nefasta de Obama.

Yo conoci la grandeza de Radio Free Europe y Radio Liberty y de la Voice of America cuando fui corresponsal detrds del
telon de acero. Grandes emisoras para combatir el comunismo, pero no para promocionarlo, no para difundir propa-
ganda antinacional de ideologfa de género y demds productos téxicos del progresismo, del socialismo y del comunismo.

La Unién Europea no tiene por qué financiar medios que encima llama independientes cuando son un aparato de
propaganda inmenso para difundir ideologia nefasta del progresismo irracional y defender los intereses de esa mayorfa
decadente que se ha bunkerizado en la Unién Europea contra los intereses de los ciudadanos europeos y de las naciones.
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Alexandr Vondra (ECR). — Pane pfedsedajici, ddimy a panové, Rddio Svobodnd Evropa je soucdsti nasi historie, ale i
mého osobniho Zivota. Z jeho rozhlasovych vin se v komunistickém rezimu $irsi ¢eskd vefejnost mohla dovidat o
aktivitdch odptrcti komunistického rezimu i véznén{ nds disidentd. Ale nejenom to. V Cervenci 1989 jsem jejimu
redaktorovi propasoval nahrdvku legenddrniho tragikomického projevu posledniho viidce KSC Milose Jakese, ktery si
na vnitrostranickém mitinku nejen pletl bojlery a brojlery, ale zdroven bezelstné pfiznal: ,Soudruzi, jsme sami jako kal
v ploté“. Svobodnd Evropa to pak vysilala kazdy den, a tim naplnila nejenom svou misi v $ifeni svobody, ale i pomohla
zméné rezimu. Dneska jsou okolnosti jiné, ale stile pomdha §ifit informace v [rénu, Rusku, Bélorusku. Budme otevieni
mozZnosti financovat i ze zdroji Evropské unie a najdéme shodu, jak by ta podpora méla vypadat. Bude dobte, kdyz to
dokdzeme.

Dan Barna (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, cind mergeam la scoald in Roménia comunistd, parintii imi aminteau
aproape zilnic sd nu cumva s spun cuiva cd ascultdm Europa Liberd, acel post de radio care ne oferea o fereastrd spre
lumea liberd in plind dictaturd comunistd, acel post de radio care a informat poporul roman cid la Timisoara incepuse in
'89 o revolutie care a schimbat apoi intreaga tard. Nu credeam cd voi ajunge sd trdiesc ziua in care Europa Liberd si, in
general, presa corectd, sd se afle sub asediu, asa cum se intdmpla astizi.

La Casa Alba, Associated Press este interzisi pentru ci refuzd si redenumeasci Golful Mexic. in schimb, o adunituri de
figuranti din New Media este curtatd ca si laude un presedinte american cu simpatii autoritare. Unde este astizi liberta-
tea aceea de exprimare pe care o apdrau conservatorii din SUA? Este alungatd pe social media, imi spune, doar cd acolo
accesul la libertate nu mai e deloc liber. E controlat de niste algoritmi in posesia unor miliardari gata sd facd orice
pentru bani si resurse.

Misiunea noastrd, astizi, este si apardm si sd sustinem o presd corectd, nu si impiedicim si sd sanctiondim manipularea
de pe social media. Pentru cd, doamnd comisar, umanitatea nu poate exista fard fapte reale si adevdr. Nu existd adevir
alternativ, existd doar adevir.

Mary Khan (ESN). — Herr Prisident! Wissen Sie, in Deutschland steigt die Altersarmut, und Rentner, die ihr ganzes
Leben lang gearbeitet haben, miissen jetzt Flaschen sammeln, und hier tiberlegt man, noch mehr Geld an ein vermeint-
lich unabhingiges Medium reinzupustern. Ist ja klar: Ist nicht ihr Geld — Deutschland ist der grofite Finanzbiickling hier
in diesem Laden.

Und das letzte Mal, als die EU ein unabhingiges Medium auch finanziell unterstiitzt hat, da war es CORRECTIV mit
knapp 400 000 Euro. Und wir alle wissen, was CORRECTIV letztendlich auch bei uns in Deutschland getan hat: Es
wurde die Potsdamliige kreiert.

Und wenn Thr Medium ja so unabhingig ist, dann kann dieses Medium sich ja auch selbst finanzieren, so wie viele freie
Medien bei uns in Deutschland, wie die Junge Freiheit, Kontrafunk usw. Die zeigen, wie wirkliche Meinungsvielfalt geht.

(Die Rednerin ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte* zu antworten.)

Tomdas Zdechovsky (PPE), otdzka poloZend zvednutim modré karty. — Pani kolegyné, chci se Vds zeptat: Co je pro Vis
svoboda projevu? Myslite si, Ze by mélo existovat néco jako Rddio Svobodnd Evropa, které vlastné zménilo komunisticky
rezim ve vychodni Evropé Nebo si myslite, Ze ve stdtech, jako je Rusko, Irdn nebo Cina, existuje svoboda slova?

Mary Khan (ESN), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte*. — Ich halte nicht viel davon, dass Medien
jetzt von einem Europdischen Parlament finanziert werden sollen. Genauso wie ich es auch fir falsch halte, dass wir in
Deutschland den teuersten Rundfunk dieser Welt haben — 8 Milliarden Euro zahlen wir jahrlich an Zwangsgebihren. 8 -
Milliarden Euro an ein Medium, das letztendlich nur noch dafiir dient, um diese Regierung, vor allem denen als Biickling
zu dienen.
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Erik Kalindk (NI). — Vdzeny pédn predsedajici, Rddio Slobodnd Eurépa bolo od svojho vzniku koncipované ako ame-
ricky néstroj antikomunistickej propagandy. I§lo o vplyvovi operdciu pocas studenej vojuny, ktord bola financovand
priamo CIA. Preto povaZujem za absolitnu absurdnost, Ze tu dnes, ked od nds je akykolvek komunisticky rezim vzdia-
leny tisice kilometrov, debatujeme o tom, ¢i by Eurdpa nemala prevziat financovanie projektu, ktory na nagom tzemi
§iril americkd a neskor globalistiski propagandu. To sme fakt aZ tak nesvojprdvni v zahrani¢nej politike, Ze si este
zafinancujeme aj vlastnii propagandu proti ndm?

Ano, Donald Trump dal pred globalizmom prednost Amerike a namiesto tajnych vplyvovych operdcii pouziva tie
najtvrdsie ekonomické paky. A my namiesto toho, aby sme sa tesili, Ze nadvlada americkej propagandy v Eurépe konci
a ststredili sa na ochranu ndsho priemyslu pred protekcionistickou politikou Donalda Trumpa, tu rozpravame, ako dalej
financovat americké vplyvové opericie. Boh ochranuj Eurépu.

(Recnik stihlasil, Ze odpovie na otdzku poloZenti zdvihnutim modrej karty)

Veronika Cifrovd Ostrihofiovd (Renew), otdzka polozend zdvihnutim modrej karty. — Ak tomu teda spravne rozumiem,
pan Kalindk, tak teda komunizmus bola propaganda alebo to, Ze sme mali komunizmus aj na Slovensku, to je propa-
ganda? Alebo mal by sa vritit, ked hovorite, Ze si financujeme — ¢omu teda Gprimne ani v slovencine nerozumiem — Ze
si financujeme propagandistické mechanizmy? Mdme sa teda vrdtit k rezimu spred osemdesiateho deviateho? To je vasa
idea toho, ako to md vyzerat? Mdme sa vratit ku krajine bez slobodnych médii?

Erik Kalifidk (NI), odpoved na otdzku poloZenti zdvihnutim modrej karty. — Ak si myslite, Ze slobodné médid sii financované
zo CIA, tak vdm k tomu naozaj gratulujem. A propaganda, ¢o bola, bol napriklad rok 1956, ked préve toto radio sirilo
propagandu pre madarskych obcanov, Ze v pripade, Ze skiisia protestovat, tak pridu zo zdpadu im na pomoc, a nestalo
sa tak a sami to uznali, Ze to bola dmyselnd propaganda. TakZe nie, nemyslim si, Ze slobodné média financuje CIA.

Ondfej Koldf (PPE). — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, I can see that the debate about freedom of
speech and all the freedoms that we value and cherish can be pretty tough. I would say that the Radio Free Europe is a
matter of the heart for people from Central and Eastern Europe and from the Balkans as well, because it served as a
window into the free world for the people of countries that were under communist regimes and under communist and
totalitarian suppression. And it serves as such a tool for us even today, not into the countries which are in Europe, but
which are outside of Europe. Some of them are geographically in Europe, some of them are more distant.

For me, actually, this debate is not only about Radio Free Europe and how it's going to be financed. It's about our
approach and relationship with the United States as such. The world is changing. We have a president of the United
States who denies what the United States have been building for the last 80 years. He’s stepping out from many, many
things that we have achieved together, and the US is actually becoming an unreliable and unpredictable partner, and we
must be ready for that. I think that it's time for Europe now to stand up and be the one who has the duty and knows
that he has the duty to defend all the freedoms that we are talking about, and for that we must be proactive, determined
and courageous.

Robert Biedron (S&D). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Pani Komisarz! Chciatem powiedzie¢, przede wszystkim, stuchajac tej
debaty, ze nie byloby mnie dzisiaj tutaj, gdyby nie Radio Wolna Europa.

Pamigtam z opowie$ci mojej mamy, ze kiedy na poczatku lat 80. Radio Wolna Europa bylo jednym z niewielu medidw,
ktérych mogliémy w Polsce stuchaé, wolnych mediéw, moja mama dowiedziala si¢ o rodzacym si¢ ruchu Solidarnosci —
najwickszym w historii ruchu ludzi dobrej woli, ktérzy marzyli o zyciu w wolnym kraju, w wolnej Polsce. I ci ludzie,
ludzie Solidarnosci, stuchajacy wlasnie Radia Europa, doprowadzili do tego, ze dzisiaj zyje w wolnej Polsce, ze dzisiaj
Polska jest cz¢icig Unii Europejskiej i polska flaga, podobnie jak flagi innych krajow, ktorych spoleczenistwa stuchaly
Radia Wolna Europa, moga dzisiaj by¢ na tej sali.

I to jest takze nasz obowiazek. Unia Europejska nie moze zostawi¢ Bialorusindéw, Rosjan dobrej lub zlej woli dyktato-
réw. Wolne media powinny takze funkcjonowaé w tych krajach i to jest nasz obowigzek, zeby nie tylko je finansowa¢,
ale wspiera¢ z kazdej mozliwej pozycji.
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Virginie Joron (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, 'administration Trump veut arréter les frais et stopper le
financement de Radio Free Europe, un outil de propagande de la guerre froide — et il a raison. Cent quarante millions de
dollars par an: comme Trump ne veut plus, vous voulez payer a sa place — avec notre argent, bien stir. Pourquoi
devrions-nous financer une vieille relique de la guerre froide alors que nos besoins nationaux exigent des investissements
concrets? L'Union européenne, avec son obsession de controle et ses budgets inflationnistes, cherche a s'immiscer 1a ou
elle n'a pas sa place, sapant la souveraineté des nations — comme avec ces soi-disant vérificateurs d’'informations, qui, en
réalité, ne servent qu'a promouvoir le systéme européen, ici et a 'étranger.

Alors, aujourd’hui, vous voulez parler de la maniere de préserver l'acces aux médias démocratiques. Cest un poisson
d’avril? Vous étiez ou pour vous offusquer de ceux qui voulaient fermer la chaine CNews? Vous étiez ou lors de la
fermeture de C8, avec ses journalistes virés du jour au lendemain? Allez expliquer, en France, a la presse subventionnée
qu'il faut recevoir équitablement I'opposition! Allez expliquer au peuple francais que la justice politique empéche Marine
Le Pen d'accéder a des élections!

Personne ne vous a donné mandat pour faire votre autopromotion a I'aide dONG politiques, et que ceux qui, ici, veulent
investir dans une radio le fassent avec leur propre argent!

Rihards Kols (ECR). — Mr President, cear colleagues, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty has been a pillar of democratic
resilience since the Cold War, reaching into dark corners where propaganda thrives and truth is a threat. Today, it still
does in Russia, Belarus, Iran, but also in EU candidate countries and even within the Union itself, where independent
media remain under pressure. Recent developments in Washington expose how fragile its funding is. US support has
been restored for now, but the long-term risk remains. And in that vacuum, authoritarian regimes gain ground. Europe
must act, not out of nostalgia, but because democratic media are strategic assets in the fight against disinformation and
authoritarian influence. Any EU support must be long-term, insulated from political shifts and conditional, not on
content, but on clear goals, democratic values and impact. We either fund truth or let the others distort it.

Veronika Cifrovd Ostrihofiovd (Renew). — Vizeny pédn predsedajici, ,Vold stanica Slobodnd Eurdpa, ktort spravuji
vasi priatelia v slobodnom zdpadnom svete. Cielom ndsho vysielania je poskytovat trvaly a spolahlivy zdroj informécii.”
Takto znelo prvé hldsenie v roku 1950 do totalitného Ceskoslovenska, do krajiny, v ktorej som sa narodila aj ja.

Dnes je rok 2025 a svet vyzerd inak. Nehovorim spoza Zeleznej opony, ale spoza tohto pultika Eurépskeho parlamentu.
Napriek tomu, Ze niektorym kolegom by sa mozno td Zeleznd opona bola pécila. Ja som za to vdacnd, ze som obcian-
kou slobodného sveta. Spojené $tity, dlhodoby garant nasej slobody, dnes Celia bezprecedentnym ¢asom a ja im drzim
palce, no zdroven vidim realitu. Tdto debata nie je o Amerike, je 0 nds, o tom, Ze je Cas prevziat zodpovednost za nas
vlastny osud a za spolocnost, v ktorej chceme Zit.

Slobodné, nezavislé informdcie pre obc¢anov, ktori k nim nemaja pristup, st si¢astou tohto sveta. Je fiou ale aj to, Ze
dnes uz nestac{ byt kdesi v zdvetri. Uspesné krajiny si dnes tie, ktoré nd§ priestor aktivne buduji a posiliiuji.
Spolupracou, jasnou zahrani¢nou politikou a spoloénou obranou. PretoZe je rok 2025 a svet sa meni.

Petar Volgin (ESN). — Ysaxaemu korery, no speme Ha CTy/eHata BOiiHa, KOTaTo MosiTa cTpaHa Bbnrapus Gele ynpasnssaHa ot
KOMyHMCTIYeCKaTa NapTis, pagmoctaHuyy kato CobopgHa Espoma u BubuCu onmuersopsiBaxa 3a MeH IUTypaiuama M IeMOKpa-
umsita. Te 6s1xa IPOTMBOOTPOBATA HA TOTANIHO KOHTPOIMPAHMTE OT TOTaBalIHaTa GBIrapcka BIACT pammo u TenmeBusms.. Camo de
mHec, Meauu kato CBobonna Espona, bubuCu u CuEnEH He ca cuMBOn Ha cBoGOmaTa, Te ca MHCTPYMEHT 3a YHMUIOXKABAHE Ha
PA3HOMICIIMETO M 33 HAJlATAHE HA elHA eNMHCTBEHA IIeAHA Touka. Te3n Memyy oOCITyXBAT MHTEpeCUTe HA [TOOATMCTKHUTE eUTH,
KOMTO VMICKAT BCMYKM J1d MUCIIMM €IHAKBO ¥ 1a TOBOPUM €IHaKBO. ToBa He ca Memyy, TOBa ca NMPONAaraHgHM MHCTPYMEHTU Ha
bprokcerickarta napris Ha BOVHATa.
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Ipemyt 1989 r. ympasrsiBaiata KOMyHMCTMUecKa maptist B Boirapust sariymasame CsoGomHa Espoma u BubuCw, 3a ma me
uyBaMe CIpaBeNNIMBATE KPUTHKI CpELLly TOraBallHmsi pexKuM. [IHec, rmobanmmcrkara Biact B bpiokcen motucka u 3a0paHsisa anrep-
HATMBHMTE MENMM, 3a J]d HE 4yBaMe CIIPABEUIMBUTE KPUTMKM IO afipec Ha Oe3yMHMTE NMONMMTMKM, KOMTO OMBAT HaNlaraHu oT
espoHavanHuuute. Obaue LEH3ypaTa e eIHa M ChIA, HUIIO, Ye IPemy Sl HapMUaxMe KOMYHMCTIYeCKA, a JHeC e OPIOKCeNcKa.

Fidias Panayiotou (NI). — Mr President, we have a big problem here in Europe. A 'democratic’ and 'independent’ media
outlet, Radio Free Europe, might close because the US might stop funding it. And here in Europe we are panicking and
we are even thinking to use taxpayers’ money to save it. But let’s be honest, how "independent’ and ’democratic’ can a
media be if it's funded by a foreign government?

But I'm afraid that the real question is this: are we scared of losing the truth or losing control over it? I believe
democracy is not about controlling the narrative. It's about trusting people to choose their own. I love you all.

Rasa Jukneviciené (PPE). — Mr President, when entering the Lithuanian city where I grew up, two towers still stand,
built by the Soviets. Their purpose was clear: to block the signals of Radio Free Europe, Voice of America and Vatican
Radio, silencing the voices of freedom. I even remember the hour when my grandma would try to catch free speech
through the crackling.

Personally, I am grateful to the United States for supporting free speech. Because of that, I stand before you today as a
citizen of a free country. I can only imagine the joy communists would have felt if Radio Free Europe had been shut
down by Washington. Now it is happening before our eyes. All autocrats are happy. The space of democracy, especially
on the European continent, is our security interest. Therefore, the EU, together with its partners, must have a plan on
how to preserve the spread of free speech.

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Frau Kommissarin! Die Stimmen der Freiheit diirfen nicht verstummen. Radio
Free Europe, Radio Liberty, Voice of America oder Radio Free Asia sind unverzichtbare Stimmen fiir Freiheit und gegen
Desinformation. Sie unterstiitzen Medienfreiheit in Lindern wie Russland, China, Iran, Belarus oder Afghanistan. Sie
geben Menschen Zuversicht und den Glauben an eine bessere, freie und demokratische Zukunft.

Von dieser Verantwortung will sich die Trump-Administration verabschieden. Wenn dazu Autokraten Beifall klatschen,
wird uns in Europa bewusst, dass unsere Verantwortung fiir Freiheit und Demokratie nicht an unseren Aufengrenzen
endet. Eine Initiative der Tschechischen Republik zum Fortbestand von Radio Free Europe unterstiitzen bereits zwolf
Mitgliedstaaten, darunter Osterreich. Der polnische Ratsvorsitz hat dankenswerterweise weitergehende Mafnahmen
angekiindigt.

Die Europiische Union muss die Verfiigbarkeit unabhingiger, sachlicher Nachrichten fiir Biirgerinnen und Biirger in
Regionen mit eingeschrinkter Medienfreiheit sicherstellen und damit zu unserer eigenen Sicherheit in Europa beitragen.

Csaba Dométor (PfE). — Tisztelt Enok Ur! Azt akarjik itt mondani, hogy azon mdlik a sajtoszabadsig, hogy az EU
atvéllalja-e a Szabad Eurépa Radi6 finanszirozdsat. Egy olyan médiumét, amely eddig 90%-ban az amerikai demokrata
kormdnyzat pénzébdl élt. Mondjdk mdr meg, hogy vajon mennyire fiiggetlen az a médium, amely 90%-ban politikai
tdmogatastol fugg, és rogton a megsziinés fenyegeti, ha nem kapja meg a havi osszeget tengerentilr6l? Hit semennyire.
Miért akarjdk dtvenni azt a demokratapolitikt, amelyik Amerikdban megbukott?

De nem ez az egyetlen teriilet, ahol ezt csindljdk. Amerikdban példaul kirigjak a tényellenSroket, a Bizottsdg viszont
tovabb akarja bdviteni a cenzorrendszert. Nem én mondom, hogy cenziira, hanem Mark Zuckerberg. Az elmdlt hetek-
ben tobbszor is feltettiink errdl kérdéseket a Bizottsdgnak. Azt, hogy nyilvdnossdgra hozzdk-e, hogy melyek a tényelle-
ndrok, és hogy milyen mddszertan alapjian dolgoznak. Mind a két alkalommal hallgatds volt a vélasz.

Széval, hogyha szeretnének valamit tenni a sajtoszabadsdgért, akkor ne a cenzirat erdsitsék, és ne csak liberdlis médiu-
mokat tdmogassanak, és leginkdbb hozzdk nyilvdnossdgra a szerz8déseket.

(A felsz6lal6 hajlandé vdlaszolni egy kékkdrtyds kérdésre)
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Gabriella Gerzsenyi (PPE), kékkdrtyds kérdés. — Azt szeretném a képvisel§ tirt6l megkérdezni, hogy az Orbdn kormdny
miért alkalmaz kettds mércét, amikor kilfoldi tdmogatdsokrdl van sz6? Miért elfogadhaté az, hogy a Heritage
Foundation-t6l példdul az On frakciotrsa is témogatdst kap, hogy szoros kapcsolatokat dpolnak ezzel a szervezettel?
Miért fogadhatd el az, hogy orosz és kinai befolyds van az orszdgban, és ekozben el akarjdk hallgattatni a fuggetlen
szabad sajtot és minden tdmogatdst megvonni t8lik?

Csaba Domotor (PfE), kékkdrtyds vdlasz. — Koszondm a kérdését és kiilon kdszénom, hogy On tette fel. A frakcidtdrsam
mir cifolta az ezzel kapcsolatos éllitdsokat. Ami pedig a véleménynyilvanitds szabadsdgat illeti, hit az On partelnoke
fenyegette az tjsdgirokat Dunaba l6késsel, rendszeresen uszit rdjuk tomeget. A kérdésekre nem valaszol, viszont itt a
hazban megfenyegeti az Gjsdgirét azzal, hogy kivizsgdlja a lakhatisit. Es Onoknek ehhez egy szavuk nincsen, de azt
elnézik, hogy ez a hdz egyébként ne engedjen be jobboldali Gjsdgirdkat a hdzba, és azt is elnézik, hogy csupdn liberdlis
médiumoknak kiosztanak 50 millidrd forintnak megfelel§ Gsszeget a valasztdsi kampdnyban.

Ezek utdn megprébédlnak minket kioktatni sajtészabadsdgbél. Csak a szokdsos képmutatds, amihez most Onok is csatla-
koztak.

Claudiu-Richard Térziu (ECR). - Domnule presedinte, stimati colegi, pentru Europa de Est, Radio Europa Liberd a fost
vocea libertdtii in anii de totalitarism comunist. O ascultam cu pdrintii mei cu o piosenie aproape religioasd. Mai tarziu,
eu am fost corespondent la Radio Europa Liberd timp de sapte ani. Au fost ani de libertate si de descoperire a democ-
ratiei pentru Romania. Am cunoscut oameni care au fdcut istorie la Radio Europa Liberd, sectia romaneascd, precum
directorul acestei sectii, domnul Nicolae Stroescu-Stinisoara. Mi-au fost cilduze spre libertatea adevdrata.

De Radio Europa Liberd este nevoie si astizi la fel de mult ca pand in 1989, pentru ci libertatea este din nou amenintatd
in Europa si chiar in Uniunea Europeand. Cei care au obligatia de a garanta aceastd libertate si de a o apira, nu o fac.
Din picate, in lipsa unei finantdri din partea guvernului american, ma tem ci Radio Europa Liberd nu isi va mai putea
indeplini rolul de altddatd, pentru cd onor Comisia Europeand este mai inclinatd spre cenzuri.

Laurence Farreng (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, Radio Free Europe, pour des millions
d’Européens, cest la voix de I'Occident, celle qui a fait tomber des régimes autoritaires et s'écrouler le Rideau de fer. Le
15 mars, par un simple courriel, Trump a mis fin a soixante-quinze ans de défense par les Etats-Unis de la liberté de la
presse et de la liberté de s'informer dans les pays ou ces libertés se trouvent menacées. L'annonce a été séverement
critiquée, et a juste titre, car la justice a suspendu la décision de couper les financements. Mais ce n'est la qu'un répit
de quelques mois.

C'est a I'Union européenne de prendre le relais. Nous avons le cadre juridique nécessaire, avec le réglement européen sur
la liberté des médias et la directive contre les poursuites-baillons. Nous avons le cadre qu'il faut, avec des services de
médias publics et privés parmi les plus indépendants au monde. Ce qu'il nous manque, c’est une véritable volonté.

Nous devons en effet considérer que cette époque, faite de crises démocratiques, d’ingérences et de guerres, a besoin
qu'un vrai budget européen soit mis en placepour la protection des journalistes et pour la promotion d’une information
libre et indépendante.

Enena Vionuesa (NI). — YBaxaemu Kojery, Ib/Iro Bpeme CMSITAXMe, Ye LieH3ypaTa e NPMChIIa Ha aBTOpUTapHUTE pexumiu. [THec
obaue Ts1 mpes3ema Memuute B EBporma ¢ aprymenTyt 3a curypHoct u 6op6a ¢ mesuHdopMammsta. Bede mma mpaBuiiHa u Hermpa-
BUIHA MH(OPMALINS, @ KPUTUYHOTO MICTIEHE, JKYPHATICTUYECKOTO PasCiieBaHe 3aMEHMXMe C QaKTUeKMHIA.

Tox cBoOoma Ha CIIOBOTO Bee MOBede ce Mompasbypa MOHACSHE HA IpEOBAPUTETHO OHOOpeHa, ChINACYBAHA C BIACTTAa MH(OPMa-
umst. YecTo MHCTPYMeEHTHTe 33 HAJIATAHETO Ha Ta3y KOPEKTHA, QMITPUpPaHa MHQPOPMALSL Ca TbPKABHO (MHAHCUPAHM, YECTO OT
uyKny npasuTencrsa. Hanpumep upes AMepMKaHCKATa areHILus 3a MeXIyHAPOTHO Pa3BUTHE, KAKTO M C YacCTHM (OHMALMM KAaTo
Copoc, ca ¢uHaHcupanyu Meamu B Vzrouna EBporma, KOMTO He CaMo BIMSSIT BHPXY OIpeNeNeHM MONUTUKM, a ¢opmupar obiie-
CTBEHOTO MHEHME [IECETHIIETHS.

Ouirpuparero Ha chIbpxaHMeTO Ha MenMitHa MHPOPMaLs, 3a0paHa Ha OIIpeNeNeHyt caiiToBe, OIOKMpAHe Ha TEMU M JINYHOCTH,
3aLI0TO Ca Ce OTKIOHWIA OT OMUMANHATA JIMHVS HA BIACTTa, TOBA Ca 4acT oT mpoOieMuTe HHEC ¥ TPsiOBA [a IM PELINM, aKO
vickame EBpora mma e cBoOOHa, a He 1a BbPBUM KbM HOBA CTyHeHA BOVHA.
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Isabel Wiseler-Lima (PPE). — Monsieur le Président, notre monde, aujourd’hui, a plus que jamais besoin de lumiére
contre 'obscurantisme et d'information contre la propagande. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty donne des informations
fiables et pertinentes la ou les autoritarismes sévissent, 1a ot 'on veut maintenir les gens dans l'ignorance.

En démocratie, nous défendons non seulement que les journalistes ont le droit d'informer, mais aussi que les citoyens
ont le droit a l'information. Les régimes autoritaires remplacent la vérité par la propagande mensongere. Aussi est-il de
la plus haute importance, pour la défense de la démocratie, que l'information et la vérité des faits puissent se frayer un
chemin jusqu'aux citoyens.

Ainsi, nous ne pouvons laisser tomber Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Sa disparition, d’ailleurs, n'équivaudrait absolu-
ment pas a la création d’un vide: elle reviendrait a laisser le champ libre a la propagande, ennemie de la démocratie.
Accepter cela serait faire le jeu de nos adversaires dans la guerre hybride qu'ils ménent contre nous.

Trouvons les moyens de soutenir Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Elle porte l'information la ou il est impératif qu’elle
parvienne. Si la propagande mensongeére est une arme, la vérité en est une aussi. Cette guerre 13, nous nous devons de la
gagner!

Evin Incir (S&D). — Mr President, Trump has made it clear that he doesn’t care about free and independent media. I'm
not surprised that there are people in here that are making themselves his useful idiots, but I'm ashamed. In an era of
disinformation, hybrid warfare and democratic backsliding, the protection of independent media is not just important, it
is one of the last lines of defence against authoritarianism.

Truth is under attack by the far right and authoritarian regimes that seek to spread their false and dangerous narratives,
to polarise, to silence, to dissent and to destroy public trust. Without independent journalism, citizens cannot make
informed decisions about their future and their leaders.

The EU and all our Member States should be ready and must be ready to step in to secure the future of Radio Free
Europe. There should be no doubt that we stand ready to defend free, independent and democratic media. When the US
abandons this vital institution, then Europe must take responsibility, because the fight for press freedom is a fight for
democracy.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)

Fidias Panayiotou (NI), blue-card question. — My question is, where do you draw the line between misinformation and
truth? Thank you, I love you!

Evin Incir (S&D), blue-card answer. — Well, I think most everyday people know that blue is blue, red is red, yellow is
yellow, so it should be very, very clear what is misinformation and disinformation. And in the end also this discussion is
about Radio Free Europe and the protection of journalism. And journalism is the ground foundation of strong democ-
racies. If we cannot see that, I don't think we can call ourselves democrats.

Julien Sanchez (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, mes chers collégues, je désapprouve ce que vous dites, mais je défendrai
jusqu'a la mort votre droit de le dire. Personne de normalement constitué ne saurait remettre en cause la liberté d’ex-
pression, car cest par la confrontation d'idées et par les échanges que l'on s'éléve et que I'on progresse. Le groupe des
Patriotes pour I'Europe est sans doute ici le groupe le plus attaché a la liberté d’expression.

Alors, vous nous demandez de débattre aujourd’hui sur le theme «Protéger I'accés aux médias démocratiques, comme
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty», qui est hélas une vaste blague, autant qu'il est d'une grande hypocrisie. D’abord, car
vous vous ingérez encore une fois dans des décisions américaines, qui ne nous regardent pas. Les Etats-Unis sont
souverains, ils font ce quils veulent de leur budget, et ici ce sont eux qui financent. Nous pourrions a la rigueur entendre
vos souhaits d'ingérence et vos grandes lecons si I'Union européenne et ses Etats membres étaient eux-mémes tous
exemplaires en la matiére. Mais imaginez les Etats-Unis entendre nos grandes lecons aujourd’hui et s'apercevoir, dans le
méme temps, quen Europe, en France, on ferme deux chaines de télévision, notamment la chaine C8, pour des proble-
mes de liberté d’expression, notamment.
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Pis, en Europe, en ce moment, on sen prend a la démocratiec méme: en truquant les élections, en empéchant, en
Roumanie, des candidats, notamment celui donné favori, de se présenter, en annulant des élections sans raison valable.
Et hier, en France, la justice a aussi décidé d’empécher Marine Le Pen, la candidate donnée en téte des sondages
avec 37 %, de se présenter. Cela a fait réagir Elon Musk et de nombreux dirigeants, mais cela n'a pas fait réagir ici.
Vous avez méme refusé d’organiser un débat. Alors, avant de nous intéresser aux Etats-Unis, garantissons la liberté
d’'expression et la démocratie ici, en Europe!

PRESIDENZA: ANTONELLA SBERNA

Vicepresidente

Helmut Brandstitter (Renew). — Madam President, Commissioner, colleagues, 1 had a wonderful teacher as a journa-
list, Hugo Portisch. He learned in America, and he told me it’s the land of the free speech — that's what we have to take
to Europe. And that’s what he did, and that’s how we grew up. And now if I listen to Mr Trump, he hates journalists, he
wants to decide who's reporting, and this Mr Vance is coming to Europe and he says there is no freedom of speech. No,
no, it's the other way round. There is no freedom of speech in America any more. It's worse. There are TV stations in
America where they publish Russian propaganda. And now we have to tell that that's why we need strong media in
Europe.

But also, I mean, all the right-wing extremists are gone, but they should know, in Hungary, they also publish Russian
propaganda, and there is no freedom in Hungary. And they don’t want to realise that.

And one more important sentence: if it's Mr Trump, if it's Madam Le Pen, you have to accept the verdict of courts.
That's rule of law. That's the division of power. That's how our freedom, that's how Europe works, and it’s very
important. And we will fight that it remains like this.

Mika Aaltola (PPE). - Madam President, well-functioning free media is democracy’s beating heart, exposing corruption
and amplifying the voiceless. But it is under siege, censored, silenced by anti-democratic forces and those who fear facts
and fully informed citizens.

Radio Free Europe has been a relentless beacon defying tyrants, delivering clarity to millions. Now the US
Administration is killing it. We must fight and fund to protect its factuality and keep freedom’s voice alive for the
oppressed. Without the free press, there is no free society. Without honesty, democracy rots into demagogy and freedom
of expression into hostile antagonism, fed by Russian actors. We can’t let that happen. Let’s fund Free Europe.

Michal Kobosko (Renew). — Przez ponad 20 lat bylem dziennikarzem i redaktorem naczelnym znaczacych mediow w
Polsce. Wychowalem si¢ jeszcze w komunistycznej Polsce, stuchajac na zmiang Radia Wolna Europa i Glosu Ameryki.
To mnie ksztaltowalo jako $wiadomego obywatela i przyszlego odpowiedzialnego dziennikarza. Dzi§ Radio Wolna
Europa dociera codziennie do milionéw ludzi w Europie i w Azji, bedac czesto jednym z niewielu lub wrecz jedynym
zrodlem rzetelnej, uczciwej i niezaleznej informacji.

W sytuacji, w ktorej Stany Zjednoczone zachowuja si¢ w sposéb nieodpowiedzialny Europa musi znalezé rozwigzanie,
by wypelni¢ luke. Cieszg sig, ze Komisja nad tym juz pracuje, a polska prezydencja w Radzie spotkala si¢ i rozmawiata z
delegacjg Radia Wolna Europa i Radia Swobody. Cieszg deklaracje Czech, gdzie znajduje si¢ rozglosnia, ale takze innych
krajow o gotowosci zapewnienia Radiu odpowiedniego finansowania. Apeluje o jak najszybsze znalezienie rozwigzania
dajacego stabilno$¢ Radiu i pracujagcym w nim dziennikarzom, tak, by mogli kontynuowa¢ swoja kluczowa misje.

2 »

Alice Teodorescu Mdwe (PPE). — Fru talman! "Du fir aldrig beritta for ndgon vad vi lyssnar pd.” Mitt femériga jag
nickar och upprepar formaningen. Att lyssna p& Europa Liberd, alltsé Radio Free Europe i Ceausescus ofria kommunistiska
helvete kunde vara forenat med livsfara.
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Beslutet fran Trump, som nu lyckligtvis dragits tillbaka, om att finansieringen av kanalen avvecklas, dr orovickande och
annu ett bevis pd Trumps sviktande moraliska kompass.

Fria medier spelar roll i vdra dagar nir de iranska ayatollorna, kinesiska och nordkoreanska kommunistledarna, liksom
autokraterna i Moskva och Minsk, vidrar morgonluft. De spelar en lika betydande roll som under kalla kriget. Ofriheten
ar namligen densamma oavsett geografiska koordinater.

Mot dessa regimers propaganda finns bara ett botemedel i form av fri dsiktsbildning och yttrandefrihet. Det dr darfor
Putin och hans gelikar viljer censur framfor pluralism. Det var i kampen for frihet Europa och USA en ging forenades,
och det 4r i denna kamp vi behover aterforenas.

Tomds$ Zdechovsky (PPE). — Pani pfedsedajici, vite, my, co jsme zazili dobu, kdy nasi rodiCe tajné poslouchali Hlas
Ameriky a Rddio Svobodnd Evropa, tak si pamatujeme tu dobu i jako malé déti, Ze jsme o tom nesméli mluvit. A jd si
myslim, Ze dnes je doba, kdy musime Sifit svobodné informace tam, kde neni svoboda. Pokud my tady, demokraticky
zvoleni poslanci EP, budeme spit v demokracii, potom se probudime v dobé diktatury.

If you sleep in the democracy, you will wake up in dictatorship. And I think it's very clear message.

To je néco, co bychom si méli zapamatovat. To je diivod, pro¢ musime odmitnout vSechny extrémisty, kteff mluvi o
penézich. Svoboda a demokracie, lidskd prava se nedaji zméfit penézi, které do nich investujeme. Je potieba neustdle o
né pecovat a je potieba zachovat radio, které $ifi svobodné informace.

Procedura «catch-the-eye»

Paman Kbhes (PPE). — T-xo Ilpencenaren, panno CBobomna EBpoma Oelue ch3pameHo, 3a Ia CbXpaHM eIMHCTBOTO HA 3allaiHUs
CBSIT BBB BpEMEHA Ha HACHMIICTBEHO pasfieNieHie, OKYMALMS M OMKTATYpPa, Ja ChXPAHM €IMHCTBOTO MEXKIY MOMMTUYECKH CBOOOM-
Hure B 3anagHa Epoma u ceoGommmre camo myxom B Vsrouna Espoma. VI ycns ma ro Hampasu, OCHOBHO OnaropapeHne Ha
OOIIHOCTTa OT XOpa, PaxIaHM BbB BCUUKM OTHETIHM IbPXKAaBM OT M3TOK O 3amam, KOMTO paboTexa B HETO, KAaKTO 1M B MHOTO
IpYTy JEMOKPaTUUYHM MHCTUTYTH.

VickaM na momueprasi, ue NPONBIIKABA [1d TO IPABM M JHEC, HOPYU B [EMOKPaTMUHM IbPXKaBM, B KOMTO obaue MMa HyX{a OT
XKYPHaIIMCTMUECKM CTAHAAPT Ha CBOOOIA Ha CIOBOTO, HsIMa CBOOOIEH MefueH masap. [IHec cMe M3IpaBeHM Mpef HOBO pa3ferieHue
Ha CBOOOTHMS CBAT. A3 CbM yOemeH, de TO CBLIO Iie € BPeMEHHO 1 de xopata B pammo CoGomna EBpoma um xopara B Tasu
OBLIHOCT OT CBOOONHM TPaXKIaHM wie ObIAT OCHOBHMSAT HY YOBEWIKM KAIMTAJl, KOTATO 3alOYHEM JId TO Bb3CTAHOBSIBAME.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, este debate sobre la decision ejecutiva de
la presidencia de Trump de retirar a través de la Agencia de Estados Unidos para los Medios Globales toda financiacién y
todo apoyo a Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, que tienen un gran valor simbdlico, es, a mi juicio, uno de los muchos
debates en los que podemos entretenernos en el detalle sin perder de vista la categorfa, el problema de fondo.

El problema de fondo es esa presidencia de Trump, completamente disruptiva y contra las libertades, en un ejemplo de
manual en el que un populismo votado en las urnas se da la mano con los autoritarismos y con las autocracias, y ataca
directamente una libertad tan fundamental como la que permite en una sociedad libre la formacién de una opinion
publica formada a través del contraste de la veracidad de las noticias y del pluralismo informativo.

Por tanto, la Unién Europea tiene el deber ahora de acelerar también su misién de llenar ese vacio, y solo puede hacerlo
si actia unida con los recursos necesarios para no solamente apoyar esos medios, sino también para garantizar que esa
libertad de informacién no se queda desprotegida.

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI). — Doamnd presedintd, si eu cind eram micd, ascultam cu bunicii Europa Liberi.
Bunicul, din cauza mea, a si fost luat la securitate, si eu la fel, pentru cd am spus cd ascult Europa Liberd. Stiu ce
inseamnd i cenzurd, stiu ce inseamnd si dictaturd, stiu ce inseamnd si bataie la securitate. Ulterior am aflat ¢ securisti,
foarte multi securisti, erau la Europa Liberd si mai si manipulau, si mai si mingeau.
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Din picate, Europa Liberd de azi nu mai e Europa Liberd de ieri. Dacd nu reusesc sd se autofinanteze, atunci si facem un
muzeu de istorie pentru ceea ce a fost Europa Liberd. Pentru ci Europa Liberd, ca post si ca entitate continentald, nu mai
este liberd demult.

Libertatea nu are nicio valoare dacd nu include libertatea de a gresi, spunea Mahatma Gandhi. Vi intreb: cine poate alege
ce este adevir si ce este minciund? Ceea ce este adevidr pentru mine, este minciund pentru dumneavoastrd. Adevarul
dumneavoastrd este minciund pentru mine. in pandemie ne-ati distrus, inclusiv cu Europa Liberd, pe noi, avocatii, si
medicii care aveam altd opinie, desi avem studii si ne permiteam sd avem aceste opinii.

Gabriella Gerzsenyi (PPE). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! 1956-ban a magyar szabadsdgharcosok utolsé segélykidltdsa a
Szabad Eurdépa R4dion keresztiil jutott el a szabad viligba. SOS volt, egy kétségbeesett iizenet a szovjet agresszi6 ellen.
Ez a rddi6 a szabadsdg hangja volt akkor, és most is az. Ezért aggasztd, hogy veszélybe keriilt a 1éte, mert Amerika
megvonja a tdmogatdsat.

Ennek a magyar kormdny oriilhet, hiszen kiemelt célja, hogy elnémitsa a fuiggetlen sajtét. Magyarorszdg példdjan ldtha-
tjuk, mire képes ez a logika: a Fidesz propaganda teljesen uralja a hazai médidt, hazugsdgokat terjesztenek, félelmet
keltenek, abszurdabbndl abszurdabb torvényekkel prébaljak megdllitani a névekvd ellenzéket, akinek nem hagynak
teret a médidban sem.

Mi azonban a Tiszdndl azt hissziik, hogy a szabad sajté minden demokricia alapja, és ezt Orbdn Viktor is kénytelen lesz

tudomadsul venni legkésébb 2026-ban, amikor a Tisza kormdnyra keriil.
(Fine della procedura «catch the eye»)

Marta Kos, Member of the Commission, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, — Madam President, honourable Members, it was interesting to listen because many of
you have experienced listening to this radio, or have parents who told you not to tell, so we all know that today we
don't speak only about Radio Free Europe. You have said that we are speaking about us, and we are speaking about the
European values.

That's why I'm very happy that freedom has champions here in the European Parliament, and that free media has
champions here in the European Parliament. And there is a common understanding here in the European Parliament
of our collective responsibility to promote and defend media freedom as a core pillar of democracy. If we allow inde-
pendent media to be silenced, we hand a victory to autocrats. We allow them to control our information space. We
allow them to suppress dissent.

In the European Union, where freedom prevails, we can never allow this to happen, and we shouldn’t allow that
journalists are put in jail, like Joakim Medin — a Swedish journalist — now in Tiirkiye.

And in a world where facts are increasingly contested and distorted, our investment and protection of independent
public interest journalism is more important than it has ever been — and we live in 2025. The European Parliament is
an essential ally in this fight and I, as well as journalists all over the world, are counting on your continued support.

Presidente. — La discussione ¢ chiusa.
Dichiarazioni scritte (articolo 178)

Uaitno Boemues (ECR), 8 nucmena popma. — Temara 3a panmo ,Ceobonna Espoma“ u pamgmo ,CBoboga“ ca CUIHO CaHTHMEH-
TallHM 3a MeH. He caMo 3ai1oTo CbM MMaJ yIOBOINCTBMETO N paboTs B MeIMitHA Cpefla, a M 3alIOTO MMaM peasleH CIIOMEH KaKBO
npencrapnssame ,CeobonHa Epoma“ 3a xopara, ocraHamu 3am Kernssmara 3aBeca. 3a Hac, KOMTO MCKaxme coOomara M ce
Oopexme 3a Hest M B KpaifHa CMETKa YCIIAXMe Ma TOCPEIIHeM, M TO MMEHHO IIOKATO CIylIaxMe paiyoTo 3a CIy4YBalloTo ce B
[epmanns u naganero Ha beprmHckata creHa.

Bescriopro pammo ,CoGomna Espoma“ e cuMBonm Ha Oopbata ¢ KOMYHMCTMYECKATa IMKTATypa, KOSATO 45 TOMMHM 3ayluaBalie
Usrouna Espoma. Ho mocne pammoro, Koero cuMBonmsmpaite ceobomara, u3ry6u muuero cu. Kanarmre Ha ,CBobonsa Espona“ B
Borrapust cera mo-ckopo Morat fa 6bmat cpaHeHu ¢ ,PaboTHuMUecko meno”.
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Kornern, muHa BpeMeTo, B KoeTo MHpOpMamysTa Geite abpKaBHa cobcrseHocT. Cera MMame cBOGOMATA CaMO C HSIKOMKO KITMKA [1a
oTkpyeM 6e30poit pasMuHM MHEHMS 1O KOHKPETEH BBIPOC. 3aTOBA CMATAM, ue TpsibBa ma 3arbpOMM CAHTHMEHTA M 1@ OCTAaBUM
,CBoborHa EBpora“ ma 3ammtyi MSCTOTO € B MEIMIHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBO, 0a3Mpaiiky ce eIMHCTBEHO Ha MPOQecHOHAIM3MA 1 Ha
Ta3apHUTE TIPUHIIMIA.

15. IlocerarencTBo cpemy nemokpaumsita B Typums m apecrysaHero Ha Expem Mmamormy
(pa3ucksane)

Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca la dichiarazione della Vicepresidente della Commissione/Alta rappresentante
dell'Unione per gli affari esteri e la politica di sicurezza — Repressione della democrazia in Turchia e arresto di Ekrem
imamoglu (2025/2642(RSP)).

Marta Kos, Member of the Commission, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, — Madam President, somehow the topics are connected. Honourable Members of the
European Parliament, faced with the current geopolitical challenges, it is ever more important that we stand up for our
common European values and principles, including in our relations with partners. The European Union is deeply con-
cerned by the detention and arrest of Istanbul Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu and other public figures, including members of
the press and civil society representatives.

These acts significantly reduce the space for exercising fundamental freedoms, weakening democracy and political plu-
ralism. The detention and arrest of an elected official and prime opposition figure, right after his announced intention to
stand as a candidate for the presidency of the country, raises fundamental questions.

We want Tiirkiye to be anchored in fundamental democratic principles and values. As I said on Saturday, as a candidate
country and longstanding member of the Council of Europe, Tiirkiye is expected to apply the highest democratic
standards and practices, including with regard to freedom of assembly, media freedom and free and fair elections.

We also expect Tiirkiye to provide full transparency over the process. Access to impartial justice and due process, in line
with principles of rule of law and Tiirkiye’s international commitments must be guaranteed.

Hundreds of thousands of people that gather on the streets of Istanbul and other cities in peaceful protest are a clear
proof that democracy and rule of law matter to the Turkish people. And here I would encourage the authorities to listen
to their people, to continue to allow these peaceful demonstrators to express their views and to make sure that these
protests can continue in a safe space. The consequences for Tiirkiye, as a state and for its society could otherwise be
devastating.

The developments we are witnessing are the result of backsliding in democratic standards. The Commission has been
critical on this in our annual reports on Tiirkiye. We have repeatedly stated that Tiirkiye needs to effectively reverse the
negative trend in the areas of fundamental rights and rule of law. We have passed the message also in various bilateral
meetings with Turkish authorities, and we have taken concrete measures.

In 2018, the European Council took the extraordinary step of putting the negotiations on Tiirkiye’s candidacy to the EU
at an effective still stand. The EU’s financial assistance has been reduced and recalibrated to the EU priorities, only
including people to people contacts and support for civil society.

At the same time, the relationship that we have with Tiirkiye has many different dimensions that transcend EU accession
negotiations. Tiirkiye is also a NATO ally, an important actor in foreign policy and regional issues, as well as a crucial
partner countries for dealing with illegal migration. And it is a neighbour whose geographical location, straddling
Europe and Asia, puts it at a geopolitical crossroad. In Syria, on the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine, in
Lebanon or in the southern Caucasus, Tirkiye is a strategic partner of Europe.

Shutting our channels and areas of cooperation would benefit no one, least of all the people of Tiirkiye who call for the
respect of fundamental freedoms and values and an EU orientation of Tiirkiye. We will continue calling on Tirkiye to
adhere to its international commitments and as a candidate country and a member of the Council of Europe. And
because of what is happening in Tiirkiye, I cancelled my participation at the Forum in Antalya and I will not go to
Ankara to meet the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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Eppavound Kegahoyiavvng, £ ovopatoc t¢ opadac PPE. — Kupia Tpoedpe, kupieg kar kUptot ouvadehgot, 1 Toupkia
Ppioketar oe éva emkivduvo povondt autapyiopol. H eOMnun tou exheypévou dnudpyou s Kevetavtivoumolng eivar éva
akopn mAypa kata e dnpokpatiag kat Tou kpatoug dikaiou oty Toupkia. Ano to 2016, 150 dnpapyot otnv Toupkia éxouv
kadatpedel kar avTKATAOTODEL.

Amo tov Maptio tou 2024 —évav ypovo mpv— dekatpeis drjpapyot kadapednkav kat avTIKATAoTADNKAY and eVIETAAPEVOUS
dnpooioug unalloug. 'ONot G0t UY@VOLV Qv evavtiov TG KuPépvnong avtpetemilouv dinelg kar Qulakicels. Avapeod
Toug Snpootoypagot, mohrtikoi avtinalot, petovottes, aktifiotés. H Evponaikr) Evwor) dev propel va owond. [pénet va oteilet
Gexadapo prvupa oty Aykupa.

Kupieg kat kUptot ouvadelgot, e v diotra pou w¢ Tpotdpou g Emtponnic Eupenaikic Evwonc-Toupkiag kat ) oUpgevn
yvoun tou Ilpoedpeiou, opdguva anogacicape Ty avafol) en’ aopiotov TG cuykAnong s Miktic AwkowoPouleutikng
Emitponrig Euponaikic Evwong-Toupkiag, mou empokerto va ouvedpiaoet oe dexamévte uépeg, 14-16 Ampihiou 2025. Ty
Emitponr| aut ouppetéyouv 50 euponaiol kat Toupkot fouleutes. Tuyyaipe v kupia Emitpono yia v anodgact] g va pry
ouppetégel oto ®opoup g Aykupac. Ayanntoi cuvadegot, yia Tig unod évtagn yxopes e Evpenaiknig Eveone, cupmepthap-
Pavopévne ka g Toupkiac, n Anpokpatia dev eivar ald kapt, dev eivar ald Toupka.

Nacho Sinchez Amor, en nombre del Grupo S&D. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Kos, con Turquia se nos presenta el
mismo dilema que con otros paises en clara deriva autoritaria: jc6mo combinar los intereses con los valores? Pero con
una diferencia esencial: Turquia es, formalmente al menos, un pais candidato y ser candidato significa alinearse progre-
sivamente con los intereses, con los valores y con los puntos de vista europeos. Membership is about democracy; partnership
puede ser otras muchas cosas transaccionales y reversibles.

En el actual panorama en Turquia hay un verdadero aluvién de textos y comentarios en todos los medios proguberna-
mentales, es decir el 90 %, en el que se dice «nuestro poder militar nos abrird las puertas de ser miembros de la Unién
Europea»r. Por eso hay que insistir en que no hay atajos, en que ser miembro de la Unién Europea va de Demirtas y va
de Kavala y va ahora de imamoglu.

¢Por qué detener ahora a fmamoglu? No solo para anularle como candidato, y de ahi la acusacién de corrupcién,
también aprovechando que Europa estd buscando amigos y Erdogan espera una respuesta de Europa menos fuerte que
otras veces.

Le agradezco su decision de no ir a Antalya, en linea con la decisién de este Parlamento de no acudir a la reunién de la
Comisién Parlamentaria Mixta.

Susanna Ceccardi, a nome del gruppo PfE. — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, I'arresto e l'interdizione politica dalle
elezioni agli oppositori € una delle caratteristiche pili evidenti dei regimi autoritari e purtroppo la Turchia di Erdogan ce
ne offre da tempo esempi concreti.

Ma siccome chi vuole fare entrare la Turchia da vent'anni in Europa non ci ¢ riuscito, ha deciso di far somigliare il pit
possibile 'Europa alla Turchia; perché ¢ paradossale che noi, mentre siamo qui a commentare e a condannare, giusta-
mente, l'arresto del sindaco di Istanbul, in Francia la leader del principale partito di opposizione ¢ stata condannata
all'interdizione dalla candidatura per i prossimi cinque anni. In Francia, non in una repubblica del Centrafrica qualsiasi!

leri ¢ toccato alla Romania, oggi alla Francia. Ci hanno provato con Trump, ci hanno provato con Matteo Salvini. Oggi
ci sono riusciti con Bolsonaro, con Marine Le Pen, con i rumeni. E chi sara il prossimo? Chi sara il prossimo?

La democrazia non ¢ in pericolo solo in Turchia, ¢ in pericolo proprio qua a casa nostra! Ecco perché la voce dei Patrioti
deve levarsi sempre piu forte, perché a sinistra la liberta e la democrazia non 'hanno mai amata: sono sempre i soliti.
Gil la maschera: siete sempre i soliti, poveri comunisti!

Assita Kanko, on behalf of the ECR Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, if there is anyone left here who trusts
Erdogan, I wonder what possesses him. In his relationship with the EU, Erdogan has sufficiently demonstrated that he
can only be trusted in one area: he will stab you in the back. What did he not do? Abuse of power at home, interference
in conflicts, violation of international law, failure to respect agreements, so on.
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After yet another act, Erdogan thinks the impeachment of Istanbul mayor, imamoglu, is a good idea. It's important that
such a large number of citizens in Tiirkiye took to the streets to protest this, and we must support them. As EU, we do
business with Tiirkiye and I stressed this several times: we must do it while respecting our own values and standards,
especially with Erdogan in charge. When an elected leader is removed like this from office, it strikes at the heart of
democracy. The protests show that people do not want this. All people deserve fair elections, respect for the rule of law
and politicians who serve and not oppress. What he does paralyses the potential of people and amputees the future of a
nation. We cannot accept this for the people.

Malik Azmani, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, the arrest of imamoglu is not just an attack on an
opposition leader, it is a politically motivated effort to silence opposition. And it becomes worse, protesters are facing
brutal force and journalists are being arrested. And yet, the European Union remained silent until this evening. I'm very
glad to hear that the Commissioner decided to cancel her official visit to Ankara — I'm very glad to hear it. But still, a
high-level political dialogue is still scheduled for this Thursday.

The hesitations come from concerns of security cooperation. But rest assured, the European Union and Tiirkiye have a
deep and long-standing relationship, one that has withstood harsh arguments before and will remain to do so. Friends
can be critical of each other and can point out mistakes being made. The EU must take a firm stand: suspend also the
dialogue, unless the Turkish government immediately releases Imamoglu. Europe cannot be silent or we will find our-
selves on the wrong side of history.

Vladimir Prebili¢, v imenu skupine Verts/ALE. — Gospa predsednica! Turcija se je znasla v odlo¢ilnem trenutku. Ve¢ sto
tiso¢ ljudi se je po vsej drzavi postavilo v bran pravice Ekrema Imamogluja, da se poteguje za predsednika Turcije.

Toda ta zgodba ni turski problem, temve¢ je predvsem nas. Zgodovina Evrope je za boj za svobodo, ki nas povezuje kot
Evropejce, demokracija ni zgolj abstrakten pojem. Gre za svobodno izbiro, ki oblikuje naSe druzbe in Zivljenja. Na kocki
je ogromno.

Evropa ne more trgovati s turSko demokracijo in prihodnostjo milijonov mladih zaradi svojih obrambnih, migracijskih
ali energetskih potreb. Namesto tega moramo Erdoganu poslati jasno sporocilo. To ni sprejemljivo in tega ne bomo
dovolili. Zahtevamo svobodo za Ekrema Imamogluja, za Osmana Kavalo in za tiso¢e novinarjev, uciteljev in Zupanov —
takoj.

Evropa mora prenehati z ustaljenimi praksami in se odlo¢no zavzeti za vrednote, za katere trdi, da jih spodbuja, preden
bo prepozno.

Tbpyog Teopyiov, €& ovépatoc ¢ opadag The Left. — Kupia [poedpe, kupia Enitpore, to o1t Sev miyate oty Aykupa dev
éxer peydAn onpacia. Ag to opohoyrooupe: o Erdogan cdg éyer oto yépt. Aev ebnyeitar alwc. dulakiCer dnuapyous, oul-
Nappaver yihadeg Toupkoug moliteg, eEovtmver mohttikoUs tou avtindhoug. Ot kupieg von der Leyen kat Kallas kaw 1 mheio-
ynoia tov Eupenaiev nyetev tov kateuvalouv. Anovteg, okugtol kat potpaiot eiplacte. Kavete nog dev fAénete tov amolutap-
xopod tou. Tov katatdooete pahiota kat ot cwot] mAeupd g totopiag. [Towov; Tov Erdogan. Tov avaknpiZate thpa kat
EYYUNTI] TG EUPONAIKNG AcQANELAC Yo va EumnpeTroete Ta molepoxapr cag oxedia. Oa tou dwoete kat TOANA dioekatoppupia
and TG Totneg pag yia va oag efomhioet. Ntpomy! Znurjote emtédoug and v Toupkia ta autovonta —oefacpd tov dnpo-
KPATIKGOV apY®V, TOU KpAToug dikaiou kat Twv avipemivey dikatopdtey. ZTapatiote va Katatacoete v idw v Euponn ot
Aadog mheupd e totopiag. H prinec o katigopog dev éxet otapatnpd; Tt Aéte;

MixaAne Xatinnaveéda (PPE). — Kupia Ipoedpe, afotpia pehn, 1 nposatn suMnyn tou dnpapyou ¢ Kevetavtivoumo-
¢ Ekrem Tmamoglu anotehel akopa éva Selypa e Sapxide eviewdpevng mapafiaons tov avdpemivov Sikawpdtev ket g
dnpokpatiag and v Toupkia. TTpokertar yia mpaktikés acUpfates pe TG eupoMAikes agieg kot to kpatog dikaiou. Autd ta
PAIVOLEVE EVAL YVOPLHA 0TOV KUTpLako eNAnviopod, mou egakohoudel va Pivvet v katoyr tou fopeiou tprpatos e Kumpou
ano tov Tovpko elofoléa.

Ot evtadiakés dampaypatevoels £xouv ouotaotikd mayooel. Evioutors, n euduypdpquon g Toupkiag pe TG eupwmaikés agleg
mpaypatonoteital péoa and pia avotnpr) Kat evepyr evtaflakr mopeia. Mia mopeia mou mpemel va Exel oagelg 6pous, deopevoelg
aM\G Kl GUVETELEG Yo TV UTOYN QLA XOPO.
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H Euponaikr Evoon dev pmopel va Aertoupyel wg mapatnprtic. [Ipénet va avakToet T oTPATyIKT TG EMPPON] KAl V& (0KT0EL
anoteleopatikr mieon npog v Toupkia yia TN GURHOPQLOT TG e To diedveg dikato. Eekvavtag and v natpida pou, éva
TAPEG HENOG TNG EUPWTICIKIG OLKOYEVELOC.

Kathleen Van Brempt (S&D). — Madam President, dear colleagues, dear Commissioner, today’s debate is not only about
Imamoglu. It's about all the people, the journalists, the researchers, the women, the civil society organisations, and the
minorities under attack. It's also about the way Europe deals with rising autocrats and dictators — from Hungary to
Tiirkiye, from the United States to Russia.

Think about the message we are sending to those who defend the values that we stand for, as we let them slip into the
hands of autocratic regimes, while wheeling and dealing with the oppressors on migration, on critical raw materials, on
defence?

If we fail to act, to be clear on whose side we are on, if we fail to defend democracies, the rule of law and human rights,
then ask yourselves, colleagues, when the time comes, who will defend you?

Mathilde Androuét (PfE). — Madame la Présidente, le 19 mars dernier, Ekrem Imamoglu, maire d'Istanbul et principal
opposant au président Erdogan a Iélection présidentielle de 2028, a été arrété au motif délirant qu'il dirigerait une
organisation criminelle. Malgré cela, M. Erdogan continuera d’étre le partenaire de M™ von der Leyen, qui continuera a
lui envoyer de l'argent européen. Mais pourquoi s'en indignerait-on ici?

Sur la base de suspicions, sans condamnation, on annule I'élection présidentielle roumaine, et vous applaudissez. En
Allemagne, on réfléchit a activer les cours de justice pour interdire 'AfD, et vous applaudirez si cela aboutit. Hier, en
France, Marine Le Pen, favorite de tous les sondages, a été privée par un petit comité de juges politisés de concourir a
I'élection présidentielle — et avec elle ce sont des millions de Frangais qui ont été mis au silence —, et vous avez applaudi.

Vous n'étes pas des démocrates, mais bien des aristocrates dont le pouvoir vacille, et c’est cela qui vous rend fous. La
démocratie vous effraie autant que le peuple vous dégotte. Le peuple, nous, nous l'aimons et nous le défendrons
toujours contre vos misérables manceuvres! Marine Le Pen ne se taira pas, et tous les démocrates et les peuples doivent
cesser de se taire et défendre aujourd’hui leurs libertés contre vos manceuvres!

Bernard Guetta (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, du dictateur ou de la liberté, de I'inamovible Erdogan ou des
centaines de milliers de Turcs qui manifestaient samedi a Istanbul on ne sait pas qui gagnera.

La bataille reste incertaine, mais la premiére chose que ces visages tendus d’espoir nous rappellent, c’est que la liberté est
la valeur la mieux partagée du monde, une valeur non pas européenne, mais universelle. Ces visages nous disent ensuite
quil n’y a décidément pas — mais non! — d'incompatibilité entre islam et démocratie. De culture ou de foi, la Turquie est
musulmane et son aspiration a la démocratie nous montre que la guerre qui menace n'est pas celle des civilisations.
Contrairement a ce que martelent les extrémes droites, ce ne sont pas I'islam et le christianisme qui sont aujourd’hui aux
prises, mais la démocratie et ses adversaires, ceux qui, a la Maison-Blanche comme au Kremlin, haissent tout ce que nous
chérissons: les Lumiéres, la séparation des pouvoirs, la liberté de la presse, I'Btat arbitre et la libération de la femme.

Mélissa Camara (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, chers collégues, des maires en prison,
une population dans la rue et un régime qui répond par la répression. Depuis I'arrestation de son maire, la ville d’Istan-
bul s’est levée, et avec elle le pays tout entier. Des milliers de jeunes descendent dans la rue, criant un mot simple mais
puissant: Justicel» Ils et elles ne demandent rien dautre que le respect du vote, de la démocratie, du droit a un avenir
meilleur. Et comment le régime leur répond-il? Par des matraques, des gaz lacrymogeénes, des arrestations.

Ces manifestants ne sont pas des criminels. Ce sont les voix d'un pays qui refuse la peur, qui refuse de voir la Turquie
sombrer dans l'autoritarisme. Les images sont intolérables: des étudiantes et des étudiants trainés par terre, des universi-
tés encerclées par la police, des familles qui pleurent dans I'angoisse d’'une disparition. Depuis quand défendre la démoc-
ratie est-il devenu criminel? Depuis quand la défense de ses droits fondamentaux est-elle passible de prison?
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Ces personnes font preuve d’un courage immense. A celles et ceux qui ont le courage de descendre dans la rue et qui
nous écoutent aujourd’hui je dis merci. Nous ne pouvons rester dans le silence. Aujourd’hui, ils et elles crient «Justice»
dans les rues d’Istanbul. Ne les laissons pas crier dans le vide!

Ozlem Demirel (The Left). — Frau Prisidentin! Trotz Demonstrationsverbot und Repressionen gehen immer mehr
Menschen in der Tirkei auf die Strae. Auch Pfefferspray und Gummigeschosse lassen sie unbeeindruckt. Sie wissen,
es geht um ihre Zukunft gegen Unterdriickung, fiir Freiheit und Gerechtigkeit. Frau Kommissarin, immer wieder reden
auch Sie hier von einem Kampf Autokratie versus Demokratie, warum man hier aufriisten miisse.

Doch was unterscheidet Herrn Erdogan und seine Vorhaben wirklich von dem von einem Autokraten wie in Belarus.
Wie glaubwiirdig sind alle, die jetzt die militdrische Zusammenarbeit mit Erdogan vertiefen wollen und dreckige Fliicht-
lingsdeals mit dem Autokraten machen, wihrend er versucht, die komplette Opposition in der Tiirkei auszumerzen?

Kolleginnen und Kollegen, ich habe nie geglaubt, dass die EU der Tiirkei die Demokratie bringen wird — das konnen
namlich nur die Menschen vor Ort. Aber alle, die es ehrlich meinen mit den Werten, miissen jetzt klar und deutlich von
der Kommission und den Regierenden fordern: Besorgte Worte reichen nicht mehr. Horen Sie auf mit den dreckigen
Deals mit dem Erdogan-Regime!

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, as many colleagues mentioned already, the recent arrest
of Istanbul Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu is not just an attack on an individual, it is an attack on democracy.

Detaining a leading opposition figure, along with 100 others on politically motivated charges, is an attempt to eliminate
political competition ahead of a crucial election. This repression extends beyond politics. Independent media is being
silenced. International journalists are being expelled, and peaceful protesters are met with brutal crackdowns.

Still, an EU candidate country and a member of the Council of Europe, Tiirkiye must uphold democratic principles and
the rule of law, and the EU must respond with more than words. We must apply diplomatic and economic pressure to
demand accountability.

Joanna Scheuring-Wielgus (S&D). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Komisarz! Prawda jest taka, ze sytuacja, ktdra teraz jest
w Turcji, to jest sytuacja makabryczna. Na naszych oczach upadajg najbardziej podstawowe fundamenty demokracji.
Aresztowanie opozycyjnego kandydata Ekrema fmamoglu to apogeum nielegalnych atakéw Erdogana na jego oponen-
téw politycznych. Ostatnio aresztowano szwedzkiego dziennikarza Joakima Medina, ktéry przyjechal do Turcji, aby
raportowacl z antyrzagdowych protestéw. Zostal on aresztowany na lotnisku pod zarzutem przynaleznosci do organizacji
terrorystycznej i obrazy prezydenta Erdogana. A co zrobil? Wzial udzial w legalnym protescie w Sztokholmie przeciwko
Erdoganowi.

Pani komisarz, bardzo prosze o interwencje rowniez w tej sprawie i zwracam si¢ do wszystkich Turkéw i Turczynek.
Kochani, przez 8 lat bylam na ulicy w Polsce i protestowalam przeciw dyktatorskim rzagdom. Wytrwajcie! Dyktatury
kiedy$ si¢ konczg. Bardzo Was wspieramy, nawet tak symboliczne gesty, jak odmowa naszego przyjazdu do Ankary,
naszej delegacji Unia Europejska-Turcja jak odmowa Pani komisarz przyjazdu do Turcji, to sg te symbole, ktére tez
musza si¢ odby¢, ale wytrwajcie.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Madam President, although Tiirkiye's public diplomacy remains the most prestigious art for
showcasing the positive aspects of why Tiirkiye is an essential ally in the current geopolitical turmoil, let us be clear
about our stance. We must unequivocally express our concerns about the partner that is arresting political opponents.
Putting journalists in a jail and silencing civil society.

The recent crackdown on democracy, including the arrest of the mayor of Istanbul, failed to provoke strong responses
from the European Union, while the European Union does not hesitate to condemn other autocratic regimes. This raises
a troubling concern.
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Is the EU applying double standards when it comes to condemning those who process free voices? Tiirkiye continues to
play a significant role by hosting refugees and providing military support in regions where the EU lacks sufficient forces.
However, are we going to be blackmailed by a NATO member that uses the weaponisation of migrants and its biggest
role in Syria as leverages?

Turkish society needs the EU to protect freedom of expression and uphold aspiration for democracy. The EU approach.
Turkey must stop being hypocritical and must align with the way it addresses other autocratic regimes.

Nikos Papandreou (S&D). — Madam President, Commissioner, it's a bit funny, but we want Tiirkiye to be in the EU.
We in Greece. But not this Tiirkiye, not the Tiirkiye that puts in jail the mayor, that puts in jail Kavala, that puts in jail
Demirtas for 42 years just because he’s Kurdish. And yesterday, as was mentioned, the Swedish journalist was arrested
for terrorism — Medin.

We do have a weapon — and that's the weapons, actually. Our new defence architecture seems to include — at least
silently — Tiirkiye, so far. You know that we don't want that. We would only want it if it was really a European country.

So, let’s make that effort. Until they release all the political prisoners, our European allies selling arms to Tiirkiye must
stop. And when Tiirkiye follows the right path, we will be very happy to be their friendly neighbours.

EMocafet BoCepnepyk-Bpuovidn (PPE). — Kupia [poedpe, kupia Enitpore, 1 npdogat cuMnyn tou Snuapyou Kovotav-
voundhewg Imamoglu, mohikol avtimdhou tou mpoédpou Erdogan, yie okomd Tov amokAeiopd Tou amd Ty mpoedpia Tou
2028, dev mpokdAece ekmAngn. At katd T dekaetr) Intela tou Erdogan kataypagoviar dexades katadikeg dnpoctoypagpov,
anayopeuor] Aertoupylag evipepotikav péowv, palikés cuMNnyels dadnlotdv kar anduty xepayoynon e dikatoouvng. Emi-
npocveta, 1 avadewpnukn mohrtikn g Toupkiag oe Papog g ENadag kar e Kimpou efakoloudel va vgiotatar pe katd
KapoUg epmpnotikes dnhaocels, eudela apgiofrmorn tou diedvoug dikaiou, pn THPNOT CURPOVIGV KAl APVIOT) CURHOPPWONG LE
TiG ouotaoels g Emrtponrg.

H Toupkia, ouvadelgor, yapaktmpiCetar and coPapr kpion dnpokpatiag kar avumapéia kpatoug dikaiov. T autd mpoPalhel
onpepa, mePIEoOTEPO anod kave AAN Qopd, 1 avaykn oty etota ékdeon e Emtponng va anotunevetal pie Tpomo anoluta
cagr o &g undevikn avoyr otV UTOVOHEUOT] TV DEREMOOGY dIKAIWUATGY KalL T GUOTNHATIKY TEPLPPOVIOT Tou diedvoug
dikaiou kar Tev eupomaikev aflbv and v Toupkikr Kufépvion.

Dario Nardella (S&D). — Madam President, Commissioner, last Saturday I attended a huge rally in Istanbul, where more
than 2 million citizens demonstrated peacefully against the arrest of Mayor imamoglu and another 1 400 people. On
Friday, we met the leaders of the CHP party with a delegation of the European Socialist Party to stand for democracy in
Tirkiye, but the Minister of Justice refused our visit to the mayor in prison.

This Parliament cannot remain silent in the face of the arrest of journalists, intellectuals, students, lawyers and politi-
cians. The European Union has the duty to protect and promote democratic values and the rule of law in all countries,
especially those that are in negotiations to join the European Union.

On 17 April, the Turkish President will be hosted in Italy by the Prime Minister, Meloni, and we expect the Italian
Government to distance itself from him. The Commission must firmly condemn the illiberal acts of the Erdogan
Government and must act for the freedom of Imamoglu and political opponents and for the dignity of the Turkish
people now.

Procedura «catch-the-eye»

Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR). — Madam President, Tiirkiye has become an authoritarian state. The arrest of Erdogan’s
political rivals shows the step-by-step process of democratic destruction. It goes against our most fundamental European
values.

This is why I want to voice my support for the brave people of Tiirkiye, who have been protesting against authorita-
rianism in their country. They are ready to fight for democracy, despite all the restrictions, threats and violence from
their ruler. It takes guts.
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We, as the defenders of fundamental rights and democratic values in this world, must extend our full support to the
brave protesters. One protester wisely stated that during the history of humankind, the people who have stood up
against oppression have always won eventually.

I hope this victory comes sooner rather than later.

Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, tout notre soutien va au maire d’Istanbul, M. Imamoglu, chef
de l'opposition. En Turquie, le respect des peuples, des élus, du parti HDP de M. Demirtas — toujours emprisonné —, des
femmes et des étudiantes, est a la dérive.

Je témoigne tout mon respect au mouvement social en Turquie, aux gens qui manifestent dans les rues, a ceux qui sont
attaqués pour leurs valeurs et qui se tiennent debout pour la liberté. Le dialogue entre la Turquie et I'Union européenne
doit étre suspendu. Nous ne pouvons pas négocier avec un pays qui n'est pas démocratique, qui élimine toute opposi-
tion. Il ne s'agit pas seulement d’annuler une visite, Madame la Commissaire, il s'agit de suspendre la négociation et les
accords en cours avec la Turquie.

Ce n'est pas la premiére fois que ce Parlement se prononce. Beaucoup de gens sont en prison en Turquie et au Kurdistan.
Les minorités et les partis politiques ne sont pas respectés. Liberté pour M. Imamoglu et liberté pour les autres!

Hanna Gedin (The Left). — Fru talman! I torsdags greps den svenske journalisten Joakim Medin i Turkiet. Han sitter nu
inspdrrad i hogsikerhetsfingelset Marmara, och han anklagas bland annat for att ha krankt Erdogan. Det hir dr natur-
ligtvis fullkomligt oacceptabelt och det rader en total politisk enighet i Sverige om detta. Jag skickar mina tankar i dag
till Joakim och till Joakims familj i denna svédra stund.

Pressfriheten dr en grundliggande rittighet i EU. Journalister ska vara fria att rapportera dven nyheter som makthavare
finner besvdarande. Och att Erdogan pd detta vis forsoker skrimma till tystnad maste darfor fordomas. Joakim madste
friges.

Jag vill i dag be kommissionen och det polska ordférandeskapet att uttala sitt tydliga stod for det omedelbara frigivandet
av den svenske journalisten Joakim Medin, och att all mojlig press sitts pd att Turkiet ska sluta hota och fingsla
journalister.

Mapia Zayapia (NI). — Kupia TIpoedpe, ogeiloupie va mapadeytovpe ot dev umapyouv oute dnjpokpatia, oUTte kpaTtog dikaiou,
ouUte Péfata mohitikég eheudepies otnv Toupkia. To kadestwg Erdogan gulakiler diavooupevoug, moltikous, Koupdoug, dnpap-
xoug, ouvdikahiotéc... Kaw mow eivar 1 otdon g Eupenaikng Eveong; Mpowdeite v epfdduvon e 01KOVOWIKAG Kat ERmopt-
KNG oxéong s Eupomnaikig Eveong pe v Toupkia péow e avapaduions e telwvelakns évaone. [Tpowdeite Ty apuvkn
ouvepyaoia kat v évtatr g Toupkiag otov apuvtikd oxedaopo e Eupanng.

Aev yivetar va ouvexiooupe €tol. [lpémer va découpe T oyéon g Euponaikis Eveone pe v Toupkia oe Jéceig apyav. H
Toupkia Ja mpénel va oefactel o kptog dikaiou kar ta avdpomniva SikAGUATE 0TO £0wTEPIK THG, aANd eniong mpénel va
otapatroet va anehel kar va mapevoyhel v ENAada kan Yo mpéner épmpakta va emdeiger fovnon yia Avor tou Kumpiakou,
TeppatiCovtag Ty Katoxn eupwnaikou edaQoug kat TV mapavopn entpoAr| ENOKIOHOU.

Aeutépng Nikohdou-ANafavog (NI). — Kupia TTpoedpe, 1 o0Mnyn imamoglu, éAov Snuapxev aA\a kar Snpoctoypagov
kat dradnhetov oty Toupkia anotedel pépog g moAttikng katandtmong dnpokpatikav dikatwpdtov kar ekevdepiov. Exgpadel
mv évtovn Stamddn peyalooupgepovey yia Ty avafadion Yéong g toupkikng actikng taéng. Ot Yhapés dnhaoelg okomt-
potrag s Euponaikng Eveong ekdétouv kat 6TOV TOpER QUTOV TOUG LOXUPLOROUG Tept KPAToug dikalou kat eviappuvouv Ty
aypia kataotodr] e kufépvnong Erdogan. Auti 1) otdon g anotelel ouvéyela tou Eemupatog Tou KoDeoTOTOG TwV TyavTi-
otov ot Tupla, ou eudlvetar yia palikéc dohogovies o fApog EDVIKGV, IPrOKEUTIKOV HELOVOTITOV KAl TONTIKOV aVTIMAA®Y.

H évoxn otaon g Eupenaikic Eveons ota yeyovota oty Toupkia unayopevetal and Tt D€on OTL aut] anoTeAel TPaTyIKO
€Taipo TG EVPWMAIKNG GRUVAG KAl THG TOAEHIKNG Olkovopiag, Ty @pa mou datnpel to casus belli evavtiov g EANGdag kat
™MV Katoyr mevivia kat evog etov oty Kimpo, v onota Pefaing kar dev avayvopilel. Kovipa ot euvevoyr g Euponaikrg
Evaone kat oty katactoAr], ekgpaloupe v aAAnAeyyln oTOV TOUPKIKO KAl GUPLAKO a0, OTA avapaipeTa SIKAIOPATA TOUG
yia oArtikr] kot ouvdKahoTikr dpaor).
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Lukas Sieper (NI). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Menschen Europas, liebe Freunde in der Tiirkei und in der tiirkischen
Diaspora! Natiirlich geht uns die Situation eines Beitrittskandidaten zur Europiischen Union etwas an. Und deswegen
besorgt es uns, wenn Ekrem Imamoglu, der Biirgermeister der groften Stadt des Landes, verhaftet wird, wenn mit hm
der Oppositionsfithrer verhaftet wird, wenn ihm zufillig genau zum selben Zeitpunkt auch noch das fiir den Antritt bei
der nichsten Prisidentschaftswahl nétige Diplom aberkannt wird.

Wenn der tiirkische Staat diesen Mann als korrupt bezeichnet, dann moge er uns die Beweise offenlegen. Dann moge er
uns die Ermittlungsprotokolle offenlegen und uns zeigen, dass dieser Mann tatsichlich korrupt ist. Wir haben das bei
Marine Le Pen gerade gesehen, wie man ein solch delikates Gerichtsverfahren transparent unter den Augen der
Offentlichkeit rechtsstaatlich zu Ende bringt. Wenn aber der tiirkische Staat diesen Grundsdtzen nicht gerecht werden
kann, dann ist er kein Rechtsstaat mehr.

Fidias Panayiotou (NI). — Madam President, 'm from Cyprus. Cyprus had an invasion 50 years ago from Tiirkiye. 'm a
bit sad here in the European Parliament because I feel that there is not enough support for Cyprus to solve our problem
that we have had for so many years. We talk every week, every day here about Ukraine, and Ukraine is not even a
Member State of the EU. So now it's a pivotal point because negotiations started again in Cyprus to solve the Cyprus
problem.

So now is the time for the EU to put a lot of pressure in Tiirkiye, because it’s the key player here to solve the problem in
Cyprus. And a lot of people in Cyprus are not very happy with Europe, because we don’t have the support that we want
for so many years to solve the problem. Thank you and I love you all.

(Fine della procedura «catch the eye»)

Marta Kos, Member of the Commission, on behalf of the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, — Madam President, dear honourable Members, today’s debate was needed and very
timely. As an EU candidate country and long-standing member of the Council of Europe, Tiirkiye must uphold democ-
ratic principles and values, especially the rights of elected officials. We expect authorities in Ankara to ensure the respect
to those fundamental principles in the face of the most severe security challenges to our continent in our lifetime.

It is in our interest to keep Tiirkiye anchored to Europe and we will continue engaging. But our future relations will be
measured through the commitment to democratic norms and practices, what is expected from an EU candidate country.

During times of geopolitical tension with war on our continent, conflict surrounding it and rising authoritarian tenden-
cies around the world, it is crucial that we uphold to the values that define us. These values are important also for
numerous citizens who gather in the streets in Tiirkiye and express their disagreement with the decisions of their
authorities. Democratic values and principles are not only the foundation of the European Union, but also the core of
all open societies.

Tiirkiye is and will remain a strategic partner to the EU, and it is also a very important economic partner. And you are
right, Mr Malik Azmani, we will organise the high-level dialogue on the economy. But let me be clear, I will never shy
away from raising my voice and recalibrating our engagement when democracy is in danger in a candidate country.
Human rights are non-negotiable, and this is the respect we owe to Tirkiye and its people, and this is the respect that
we owe to Europe, to us Europeans.

Presidente. — La discussione ¢ chiusa.

Dichiarazioni scritte (articolo 178)

Matjaz Nemec (S&D), pisno. — Ceprav je kriz in pretresov po svetu toliko, da so o¢i uprte drugam, bi nas moralo
trenutno dogaja v Turciji vse zelo skrbeti.
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Ze vet tednov v drzavi potekajo mnozi¢ni protesti, ki so Ze prerasli v najvedji upor proti vladajo¢emu avtoritarnemu
reZimu po letu 2013. Ve¢ kot o¢itno je zadaj politicno motivirana aretacija imamoglu, Zupana Istanbula, in likvidacija
najbolj resnega opozicijskega politika. Aretacija ni le politi¢ni udarec proti imamogluju, temve¢ tudi napad na demokra-
ti¢ne vrednote drzave. Kar gledamo v Tur¢iji trenutno, gre za novo dno Erdogana, ki drzavo spreminja vse bolj podobno
Putinovi Rusiji.

In kje je v tej zgodbi Evropska unija? Razen splodnih pozivov k spostovanju demokrati¢nih vrednot, v Turciji zelo glasno
odmeva molk predsednice von der Leyen in tudi visoke predstavnice Kallas. Medli odzivi EU niso so sramotni, pa¢ pa

nevarni. Turcija je namre¢ na razpotju. Demokracija v Turdiji je pod resno preizku$njo. Zgolj vpraSanje casa je, ali lahko
nevarno drsenje v bedo avtoritarizma Turki $e obrnejo.

In na katero stran se bo postavila Evropa? EU mora odlo¢neje ukrepati! Evropa mora biti bolj pogumna od besed
obzalovanj, namesto da obupanim Turkom priro¢no zopet nastavlja zgolj svojo dvoli¢nost. Od besed moramo preiti k
dejanjem. Od tvitov k sankcijam.

16. [pamarmunara cutyauusi B [a3a u HeoOXoTMMOCTTa OT He320aBHO BpPbBLIAHE KbM LSIIOCT-
HOTO MPUIaraHe Ha CMOPa3yMEHMETO 32 CIMPaHe HA OTbHS M 0CBO0OOXKIaBaHe Ha 3aI0KHU-
muTe (pa3McKBaHe)

Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca la dichiarazione della Vicepresidente della Commissione/Alta rappresentante
dell'Unione per gli affari esteri e la politica di sicurezza — Drammatica situazione a Gaza e necessita di un ritorno
immediato alla piena attuazione dell'accordo di cessate il fuoco e di liberazione degli ostaggi (2025/2644(RSP)).

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, last week I visited the Middle East. The visit came
at a particularly volatile time, just days after the breakdown of the ceasefire in Gaza, which has caused an appalling loss
of life. Through this visit, I wanted to send a clear sign of the EU's commitment to de-escalation and support for
immediate ceasefire. My message was clear: in a new war, both sides lose. I had the chance to pass clear messages
underscoring the EU’s priorities for Gaza, as stated by European Union leaders at the European Council in March —
the release of hostages, an immediate return to the ceasefire and the resumption of humanitarian aid deliveries at scale
into the Gaza Strip.

I started my visit in Egypt, where I met the Foreign Minister Abdelatty to discuss bilateral and regional topics. I also met
the Arab-Islamic Ministerial Committee, with whom we issued a joint statement on the Arab plan for Gaza. And then I
travelled to Israel to meet President Herzog, Foreign Minister Sa’ar, and the opposition leader, Yair Lapid.

I also met the relatives of the hostages held by Hamas and paid a visit to Yad Vashem. In Palestine, I met the President
Abbas and Prime Minister Mustafa. I also met with the heads of the EU Border Assistance Mission in Rafah and our EU
police mission to express my appreciation for the work of the two missions. The resumption of negotiations is the most
viable way to find a way forward and get the hostages out. I reiterated the European Union’s full support of the efforts
of the negotiators.

It's clear that violence only feeds more violence. The Arab plan, albeit still not conclusive on some very important issues
of governance, security and cost-sharing, remains relevant even in the context of resumed hostilities. And I was very
clear on the two-state solution as the only way to reach sustainable peace and security for Israel, the Palestinians and the
region. The EU has repeatedly stated there must be no role for Hamas in Gaza’s governance. The popular protests
ongoing in Israel are an important development. It is clear that people are making their voices heard to try to shape a
better future.
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In the West Bank another serious situation is unfolding, which I also raised with my interlocutors during my visit. The
Israeli operation against armed militias in the refugee camps of the northern West Bank has led to casualties, displace-
ment of some 40 000 Palestinians and the destruction of vital civilian infrastructure. In parallel, settler violence, the
approval of new settlements, evictions, demolitions and forced transfers of Palestinians are increasing. All these actions
are seriously undermining the viability of the Palestinian Authority, but also causing grave harm to the Palestinian
people.

Honourable Members, the European Union is the biggest donor of aid to Palestinians in Gaza and the occupied West
Bank, and the EU is playing its part to try to ease the difficult situation in the occupied territories.

Just three examples — first, through our humanitarian aid. The Commission announced initial funding of
EUR 120 million for Gaza in 2025. This brings the total to over EUR 450 million since 2023. Our partners on the
ground worked tirelessly to fill the warehouses in Gaza during the two-month ceasefire. The EU also remains committed
in its support of UNWRA.

Second, at the request of all parties, our EUBAM Rafah mission was reactivated at the Rafah crossing point. It helped
more than 4 000 people to cross the border, including more than 1 600 requiring medical attention, during the
temporary ceasefire. The resumed hostilities led to the closure of the Rafah crossing point, but the mission is ready to
return when conditions follow, and they are also ready to help give humanitarian aid.

Thirdly, in the context of seeking stability of the West Bank, but also in the view of the Palestinian Authority’s return to
Gaza, the EU will continue to provide support to the Palestinian Authority, linked with reforms. The first-ever high-level
dialogue with the Palestinian Authority is also in two weeks’ time, and it represents a significant milestone in our
relations with the Palestinians. It is also the occasion to discuss all of these issues in the presence of EU ministers, and
confirm our support of peace in the region.

Hildegard Bentele, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, the battle to drive Hamas out of
Gaza is getting more and more intense. For the first time, Palestinians themselves have also taken to the streets against
Hamas. I think we all hope that Hamas, this terrible oppressor of the Palestinian population and huge threat to innocent
Israelis, will be defeated once and for all. That is still missing — living hostages will finally be liberated of Hamas tunnels
and see light, food and love again. It has been 543 days.

We, as the EU, as we all know, do not play a role in the current negotiations. But we could and should start to engage
ourselves in the competition of ideas for the day after. I recommend that we do this in close cooperation with the Arab
neighbours and the key players in the region. We should initiate and support any kind of process which leads to
political emancipation from Hamas and to de-radicalisation. We, as the EU, have insisted that the Palestinian Authority
engages in reform and becomes an independent, terror-free Palestinian state, potentially also including Gaza.

What we need now are fresh, creative and politically grounded ideas. I would like to invite you, our new high repre-
sentative, to engage with the Parliament in this regard and to continue visiting the region and testing solutions, together
with regional actors, open to our values and respected by both of the conflicting parties.

Evin Incir, on behalf of the SED Group. — Madam President, a new debate, a new watered-down title. Let's see what Elvis
Presley said: 'Truth is like the sun. You can shut it out for a time, but it ain’t going away.’

Let's talk about the Israeli far-right government: an ICC arrest warrant on Prime Minister Netanyahu; over 50 000
people killed in Gaza in just the last 1.5 years — over 70 % women and children; war crimes committed; crimes against
humanity; sexual and gender-based violence. On 23 March, Israel killed 50 healthcare workers and threw them into
mass graves. Starvation is being used as a weapon through banning the entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza. But hey,
the crimes seem to not be enough for the EU to act — to act in accordance with our own values.
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Let me remind everybody about the respect for human rights and democratic principle constituting the basis of
Article 2 in the EU-Israel Association Agreement. What does the Commission and the Member States do? Nothing.
You know what that’s called? Hypocrisy.

Fabrice Leggeri, au nom du groupe PfE. — Madame la Présidente, cinq cent quarante-trois jours. Cing cent quarante-trois
jours et encore 59 otages qui sont toujours retenus par le Hamas, dont 24 présumés vivants. Cing cent quarante-trois
jours d’angoisse et de souffrance. En Israél, nous avons vu lindicible: des femmes violées avant d’étre massacrées, des
familles anéanties, des enfants arrachés a leurs parents. Les images étaient insoutenables.

La semaine derniére, une conférence au Parlement européen nous racontait déja cette horreur: des viols de masse utilisés
comme arme de guerre, une barbarie absolue. Pourtant, certains détournent encore les yeux. L'extréme gauche refuse de
voir la vérité. Elle refuse de qualifier le Hamas de terroriste, propage sa propagande haineuse et justifie l'injustifiable.

Mais aujourd’hui, méme a Gaza, la population se souléve contre le Hamas, contre ceux qui l'utilisent comme bouclier
humain. Ici, certains réclament un cessez-le-feu immédiat, sans méme exiger la libération des otages — une compromis-
sion inacceptable.

Nous le disons ici avec force: il ne peut y avoir de paix sans justice et il ne peut y avoir de cessez-le-feu sans la libération
immédiate et sans condition de tous les otages. Cinq cent quarante-trois jours, c’est déja trop. L'inaction et la lacheté
doivent cesser.

Bert-Jan Ruissen, namens de ECR-Fractie. — Voorzitter, beste collega’s, eindelijk waren ze daar: protesten in Gaza tegen
het terroristenbewind van Hamas. Maar helaas, het was maar een kleine minderheid. Het overgrote deel van de
Palestijnen staat nog steeds vierkant achter Hamas.

Wij zullen daarom, als we willen werken aan een duurzame vrede in de regio, niet alleen moeten inzetten op een staakt-
het-vuren en vrijlating van de gijzelaars, maar zeker ook op deradicalisering. Als belangrijke donor van de Palestijnen
heeft de Europese Unie daar ook de tools voor. Wij kunnen president Abbas bijvoorbeeld dwingen de schoolboeken, die
doordrenkt zijn van Jodenhaat, grondig aan te passen. Wetend dat ze ook in Gaza het curriculum van de Palestijnse
Autoriteit volgen, zou dat een enorme verandering teweeg kunnen brengen.

Commissie, mevrouw de hoge vertegenwoordiger, maak hier alsjeblieft werk van. Want echt hoor, deradicalisering begint
in het onderwijs. Ik weet zeker dat we daar de vredesbetogers en Gaza een enorme dienst mee zullen bewijzen.

Hilde Vautmans, namens de Renew-Fractie. — Voorzitter, collega’s, mevrouw de hoge vertegenwoordiger, afgelopen week
was er alweer een nieuw dieptepunt in de gruwel die Gaza heet. Een massagraf met humanitaire medewerkers van het
Rode Kruis. Laat mij mijn steun en medeleven betuigen aan de families van deze hulpverleners. Dat je zo laf kan zijn om
mensen te doden die daar zijn om te helpen. Het is niet te begrijpen! Voor mij is het duidelijk: dit zijn oorlogsmisdaden.

Mevrouw Kallas, we hebben nu nood aan een eensgezinde Europese aanpak. Orbdn ontving net Netanyahu, tegen wie
een internationaal aanhoudingsbevel loopt, en Europa blijft oorverdovend stil. Daarom vraag ik opnieuw om de druk op
te voeren. Eis alsjeblieft van Hongarije dat het het internationaal recht respecteert en zet artikel 7 eindelijk in tegen
Orbdn, zoals Merz het vraagt. Zorg ervoor dat beide partijen een wapenstilstand respecteren. Alle gijzelaars moeten
onmiddellijk en onvoorwaardelijk worden vrijgelaten. Humanitaire hulp moet nu Gaza binnenkomen.

Villy Sevndal, for Verts/ALE-Gruppen. — Fru formand! I Gazastribens ruiner har to millioner palastinensere mistet alt.
Virkelig alt. Siden 2. marts har Israel blokeret adgangen for nedhjalp, mad og medicin. De har lukket for strom og
vand. 18. marts bred Israel vabenhvilen, og siden har bomberne skabt mere dod og edeleggelse. Netanyahu og Trump
taler nu dbent om udrensning af det palestinensiske folk. Han truede med helvede pa jord. Gazas befolkning kender
allerede alt til helvede pa jord, og selv i den fuldstendige ubarlige situation magter mennesker alligevel at demonstrere
mod Hamas. Sikke en modstandskraft. Samtidig forbyder Israel UNRWA, der var garantien for neutral nedhjalp, under-
visning og sundhed. Trump og Netanyahu har vendt det internationale retssystem ryggen. Vi europaere ma nu vise, at vi
tror pd regler og rettigheder. At vi har leert af historien og stdr ssmmen mod had og vold. Derfor skal vi sikre betingelser
for en levedygtig palwstinensisk stat.
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Irene Montero, en nombre del Grupo The Left. — Sefiora presidenta, pensaba que, como no han apercibido a la alta
representante por estrechar su mano con un genocida, pues hoy si que nos dejarfan mostrar el apoyo y la solidaridad
al pueblo palestino y a las victimas del genocidio.

Alta representante, seis dias y 730 palestinos asesinados después de la ruptura unilateral del alto el fuego, usted viaja a
Israel para mostrarles su solidaridad y reafirmar que son muy buenos socios. Si somos socios de un Estado genocida,
¢donde quedan los valores europeos? ;Bombardear escuelas, hospitales, ambulancias en Gaza son valores europeos?
¢Asesinar a 50 000 palestinos, forzar a millones de familias a abandonar sus casas y sus tierras, sitiar a la poblacién
sin energia y sin alimentos, quemar a nifios y nifias en campos de refugiados son valores europeos?

Sefiora Kallas, este genocidio se estd llevando a cabo con armas europeas, y nuestros puertos y nuestros aeropuertos
estdn siendo rutas imprescindibles para que lleguen a Israel las armas con las que se comete esta barbarie. Diganos,
sefiora Kallas, con el plan de rearme, ¢seguird comprando Europa armas probadas en cuerpos de nifias y nifios palesti-
nos?

Sefiora Kallas, el Estado terrorista de Israel es un peligro para Europa y para toda la humanidad. Su Comisién es
responsable de dar apoyo militar, econémico y politico a los genocidas. Yo hoy tengo la oportunidad de decirle, sefiora
Kallas, lo que muchos europeos y europeas quieren decirle: no en nuestro nombre y no con nuestro silencio.

Los genocidas, sefiora Kallas, no pueden quedar en la impunidad. Pero le digo con toda honestidad que yo espero que
ustedes, esta Comision Europea, también termine siendo juzgada en un tribunal internacional por complicidad con los
genocidas.

Alice Teodorescu Mdwe (PPE). — Fru talman! "Ner med Hamas”, skanderade nyligen modiga palestinier med livet som
insats, alltmedan bortskdmda visterldnningar aldrig skulle ta motsvarande ord i sin mun. P& europeiska gator och torg
skildras namligen terroristerna fortsatt som frihetskdmpar.

Odai al-Rabei var bara 22 dr ndr han i dagarna torterades och mordades som straff for sitt deltagande i protesterna i
Gaza. Samma 6de har mott ytterligare andra som uttryckt sin vrede mot Hamas, som fortsatt héller 59 israeler gisslan,
samtidigt som de omojliggor den vapenvila som skulle befria palestinierna fran krigets lidande.

Det folkliga upproret md vara litet i omfattning, men dess symbolvirde dr extraordindrt. En tvdstatslosning forutsitter ett
Gaza fritt frdn judehatande terrorister, fritt frin dem som enbart ser den palestinska befolkningen som tacksamma civila
skoldar i propagandakriget mot Israel.

Tystnaden frén den péstétt pro-palestinska gruppen tyder dessvirre pd att det aldrig handlade om solidaritet med pale-
stinierna, utan hat mot judarna. Med sddana vinner behover palestinierna inga fiender.

Sebastiaan Stoteler (PfE). — Madam President, High Representative, to address the situation in Gaza, which gets worse
by the day, we need to look further than what’s happening between Israel and Hamas.

We should look at the whole of the Middle East, because in one way or another, everyone is involved: Gaza, Israel,
Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, the IRGC in Iran, Egypt, Qatar — everyone.

But now we have to focus on Gaza. Since Hamas came to power in 2005, they banned or eliminated their political
opponents in 2007 and used all their time to indoctrinate the society — to indoctrinate a whole generation of young
Gazans with their Islamic, antisemitic and anti-Israel propaganda.

They use resources to dig and build a military infrastructure to start war after war, aiming for the total annihilation of
Israel and the Jewish people. Hamas took their best shots on 7 October 2023.

Now, how do we solve this? Long term, the problems in Gaza are massive and plentiful: from deradicalisation to
rebuilding civilian infrastructure. But for the short term, there are only two objectives: get the hostages back to Israel
and remove Hamas from Gaza. Bring them home now.
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Hana Jalloul Muro (S&D). — Madam President, Ms Kallas, thank you for being here — indeed, it's very important that
you are here to address the issue of Gaza. Your stance on what is happening Gaza must be more forceful.

Just one week ago, during your press conference in Jerusalem, you failed to mention the 50 200 Gazans who have been
killed by Israel. You are well aware that every time we have taken the floor in this chamber, we have called for the
release of the hostages and unequivocally condemned terrorism. But Israel ended the ceasefire — and this is something
we need to talk about. More than 900 civilians, including children, humanitarian workers and journalists, have been
killed. 142 000 people have been forcibly displaced in Gaza — 50 000 in the West Bank, because the far-right Israeli
government refuses to recognise the two-state solution. And tomorrow, Hungary will host Prime Minister Netanyahu
despite the ICC arrest warrant.

What are you going to do about this? What are we going to do? Under Article 29 of the Treaty on European Union,
you, as High Representative, can propose specific sanctions to the Council. You need to do that — you must propose
specific sanctions. Have you seen the violent settlers attacking Palestinians, even film directors? If we do not act swiftly,
more children will be killed, more families buried under the rubble. And let us not forget about the hostages in captivity.
They have the right to be free.

Barry Andrews (Renew). — Madam President, High Representative, just when you think it couldn’t get any worse, you
see the scenes coming out of Rafah this week. I think it’s fair to say that most of us were absolutely stunned at the
images. We know how hostile the IDF is towards UNWRA. We know how dangerous it is to deliver aid in Gaza, and we
know how little respect there is for international humanitarian law.

Targeting the Palestinian Red Crescent and the Palestinian Civil Defence is bad enough. And I use the word targeting
advisedly, given the sophistication of the IDF military, but then seeking to bury the evidence, evidence that bizarrely
included an ambulance and a UN vehicle. And victims still wearing medical gloves. This has to count as one of the
darkest episodes in the war.

And if the darkest hour is the one before the dawn, then let us hope that the Israelis will wake up to the fact that there
is no military solution that will resolve the question of Palestinians right to self-determination. As you say yourself, High
Representative, both sides lose. Violence feeds only more violence.

Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora Kallas, la Unién Europea llega tarde. Llega tarde a un
genocidio. 4O no ve que estamos delante de un genocidio? Usted ha ido a Israel la semana pasada y les ha dado la
mano a varios ministros. Aqui en el Parlamento se ha permitido también la entrada de varios ministros de Israel.
Nosotros lo hemos denunciado, pero ustedes en la Unién Europea los siguen protegiendo, recibiéndolos, amparandolos,
dejando que su impunidad esté libre.

El cese al fuego y el Ejército de Israel preparado para bombardear lo poco que queda de Gaza, sin ayuda humanitaria,
incumpliendo todas las convenciones del Derecho internacional que dicen, alto y claro, que la ayuda humanitaria tiene
que entrar siempre, con cese al fuego o sin cese al fuego.

Sefiora Kallas, el Derecho internacional dice que hay que amparar a un pueblo ocupado. El pueblo palestino es un
pueblo ocupado y sobre todo en estos momentos, después de este genocidio y viendo como se ha hecho esta falta de
cese al fuego, creo que hay que ir a la inmediata suspension del Acuerdo entre Israel y la Unién Europea, como le
hemos trasladado varios y varias eurodiputadas.

Tbpyog Teopyiov (The Left). — Kupia TTpoedpe, kupia Kallas, diepotdpar yiati oulntate akopa. Ta va wpeite ta npooyi-
pata; Agou dev gpewve timota. Iyoleia, kévipa uyelag, unodopés ywvav epeima. 50 000 Talatotiviol éxouv dohogovrdel kat
aM\ot tooot eivar ot ayvooUpevol. Tty mhetoyngia Toug elvar maidid, yuvaikes kat nAikiopevol. TIog propeite va KopdoTe ta
Ppadia; Ethikpva to pate. Topa o 0ledpog ohokAnpavetar —Aéet o Gideon Levy, appoypagog tg Haaretz, akopa kat o
Iopanh topa dev pmopel va kpler on ytund apayo mAnduopod. Autd and podvo tou cuviota éykAnpa molépou. Eoeic dev to
PAénete; Ko epeic edw akopa culntape.
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Ma moon umokpioic; Mmpog ota pata oag yivetal pia edvokadapon Tou maAaotiviakoU Aaov kat eoeig emPpafevete v
BapPapotta tou Iepanh. H Eupemaikn Evaon éxer ta xépia e Boutnypéva oto aipa. Avaoteilete apiéong kade oupgovia
pe o IopanA. Teppatiote apéong v katoxh. Awote atoug [lahaiotivioug To kpdtog mou dtkatolvat.

Ondfej Koldf (PPE). — Madam President, dear High Commissioner, dear colleagues, I think that we tend to have this
debate or take it from the bad end. And, you know, we sometimes tend to discuss who is the one to be blamed, who is
the one behind this conflict.

And many people say it's Israel. Israel who is stealing land from the Palestinians, who is preventing them from enjoying
their freedoms and all that. I think the one who is to blame is Hamas, not Israel. Hamas started the war. Hamas was the
one. Or they were the ones who attacked on 7 October. They are the ones who are hiding behind civilians. They are the
ones who are using schools and hospitals as shelters for their fighters. They are the ones who are stealing humanitarian
aid from the people who need it. They are the ones who are still keeping Israeli hostages in Palestinian, in Gazan
tunnels. There is nothing to discuss.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)

Rima Hassan (The Left), question «arton bleu». — Je dois dire que vos interventions sont un peu a la hauteur de votre
médiocrité politique sur ce sujet. Les questions que vous soulevez sont en réalité déja traitées par des juridictions
internationales. Elles sont déja traitées par des centaines de résolutions des Nations unies. La colonisation, 'occupation
illégale, 'appartheid, le génocide: tout cela est documenté par tout ce que vous prétendez défendre ici, a savoir I'ordre
international.

S'agissant du Hamas, je ne vous entends pas condamner les alliances et le rapprochement qu'il y a avec le régime de
Netanyahou — le ministre de Netanyahou Bezalel Smotrich a précisément dit que le Hamas était un atout et que 'Auto-
rité palestinienne, qui a embrassé la voie diplomatique, était un fardeau. Donc, si vous étes ici pour dénoncer le Hamas,
dénoncez donc tous ceux qui le nourrissent, qui l'alimentent, pour nuire au projet palestinien, qui est un projet de
libération et d'indépendance.

Ondiej Kol (PPE), blue-card answer. — 1 don’t agree with you that Israel would be feeding Hamas and Israel is not
Benjamin Netanyahu. I never said that. I think that it’s up to the Israelis to choose between a prime minister who has
gone a bit wild, I would say, and someone who would have the approach of his predecessors, who were much more
successful in the solving or the solution of this very complex and difficult question.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospa predsednica!l Spostovana visoka predstavnical Po propadu premirja 18. marca smo v
Gazi spet ponovno pri¢a razmahu vojne in vojnih zlo¢inov s strani Izraela. Stevilo civilnih Zrtev je medtem preseglo nov
zalosten mejnik 50.000, od tega 17.000 otrok.

V grozljivem napadu izraelske vojske je bilo samo v¢eraj umorjenih 15 reSevalcev, ki so Zeleli pomagati Zrtvam napada
pred tem. Do zdaj je bilo ubitih 280 sodelavcev UNRWA. In kljub temu se ob tem $e vedno slisijo pozivi k njeni
ukinitvi. Kaj bo EU storila jutri, ko bo na Madzarskem Orban gostil vojnega zlo¢inca Netanjahuja?

Naj spomnim, da smo od Mongolije zahtevali Putinovo aretacijo. Kdaj bomo resni¢no priceli uporabljati enake stan-
darde, kot naj bi jih Evropa branila v Ukrajini? Kdaj bomo vendarle prekinili pridruzitveni sporazum EU z Izraelom?

Obsodbe vojnih zlo¢inov Izracla podpredsednice Evropske komisije Von der Leyen in vas, spodtovana visoka predstav-
nica, $e nismo slisali.

Torej, zahtevamo premirje in da se EU odlo¢no postavi v bran mednarodnemu pravu in ¢lovestvu. Holokavst ni opra-
vicilo za genocid.
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PRZEWODNICTWO: EWA KOPACZ

Wiceprzewodniczgca

Tomds Kubin (PfE). — Pani pfedsedajici, vdzend pani komisafko, uz jsem si zvykl, Ze tady z levé strany sdlu slysim, Ze
od Izraelct se ocekdva, ze zastavi vilku, kterou nezacali, budou vyjedndvat o miru s témi, ktef{ ho nechtéji, a poskytovat
humanitdrni pomoc tém, kteff je chtéji zabit. TakZe, od 7. fjna 2023 bylo do Gazy poslino téméf 30 000 kamiont
humanitarni pomoci v hodnoté vice nez 3 miliardy dolard. A co se s tou pomoci stalo? Hamds, ktery Gazu ovldda, ji
zneuZivd, rozdéluje zdsoby pro své bojovniky, proddvd je na Cerném trhu a nechdvd obyvatele Gazy v bidé, zatimco
jejich propaganda obvifuje Izrael. Hamds vyuZiva toto utrpeni jako zbrai k vyméhani dalich penéz od Zapadu. Jde o
nejhorsi piipad organizovaného zlocinu v déjindch lidstva, kdy Hamds zneuZivd civilni obyvatele jako zbran a néstroj k
vydirdni, a mudi a zabiji ty, ktef{ protestuji. Je nacase, aby svét prestal jen sypat bezhlavé do Gazy pomoc a zacal
pozadovat odpovédnost za to, co se tam déje.

Leoluca Orlando (Verts/ALE). — Signora Presidente, signora Vicepresidente, onorevoli colleghi, il genocidio d'Isracle a
danno dei palestinesi ¢ ormai diventato I'esempio pilt pesante di violazione della legalita internazionale nel mondo da
parte di uno Stato con un governo che non ¢ stato condannato dall'Unione europea, e impropriamente viene conside-
rato partner privilegiato e democratico.

Apartheid e genocidio, signora Vicepresidente, sono incompatibili con la democrazia. Cadono nel vuoto gli appelli a
Israele di cessate il fuoco e si blocca, dopo la strage del 7 ottobre, il rilascio immediato di tutti gli ostaggi, negando
adesso, arbitrariamente e deliberatamente, il governo isracliano gli aiuti umanitari, anche da parte di agenzie delle
Nazioni Unite.

Cosi facendo si commettono crimini di guerra, accertati dalla Corte penale internazionale, e che sembrano ignorati dai
vertici europei.

Il dramma della Palestina pesa come un macigno sulla credibilita dell'Unione europea: si sospenda subito, signora
Vicepresidente, 'accordo di associazione Israele-Unione europea e si metta al bando il commercio con prodotti prove-
nienti dai territori illegalmente occupati.

Danilo Della Valle (The Left). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, ancora una volta non voteremo una risoluzione
che condanni il genocidio in corso a Gaza. E voglio scandire bene questa parola: genocidio, perché ¢ di questo che si
tratta.

Quello che sta succedendo a Gaza ¢ 'esempio pitl lampante dell'ipocrisia di chi guida questa istituzione: a giorni alterni
si parla di democrazia e diritti umani, ma si continuano a stringere le mani di chi porta avanti la pulizia etnica del
popolo palestinese.

Continuate a fare affari con il governo sionista di Netanyahu, mettendo la testa sotto la sabbia, come ha fatto I'Alta
rappresentante Kallas qualche giorno fa, durante la sua visita a Israele.

Smettete una volta per tutte di parlare di democrazia quando si parla di Israele. Quello che sta facendo a Gaza Israele,
dove blocca larrivo del cibo per affamare milioni di persone, dove si bombarda indiscriminatamente la popolazione
civile da mesi, dove si pratica I'apartheid, ci riporta indietro alle barbarie della storia europea del Novecento.

Israele ora ha piu volte violato il cessate il fuoco: 'Unione europea deve interrompere immediatamente tutti i rapporti
commerciali e militari con Israele, perché non c’¢ nessun tasso di democraticita che tenga davanti a tutto questo orrore.

E voi siete responsabili di aver reso I'Europa complice di tutto questo.

Céline Imart (PPE). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Haute Représentante, depuis une semaine des milliers de
Gazaouis manifestent pour pouvoir décider de leur avenir démocratiquement, hors du joug islamiste et terroriste du
Hamas, le méme qui s'est arrogé, sans élections depuis 2006, le monopole de la représentation, a fait de la mort un plan
de communication et utilise des civils comme boucliers humains dans des écoles et dans des hopitaux servant de centres
d'intelligence au terrorisme.
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Cette tragédie se déroule avec la complicité active de 'UNRWA, agence de 'ONU infiltrée de longue date par le Hamas,
qui couvre des tunnels au lieu de creuser des puits et participe a 'endoctrinement des enfants dans des manuels scolai-
res, au détournement de l'aide humanitaire et a la détention d'otages, collaborant ainsi avec ceux qui ont assassiné de
sang froid les plus jeunes otages du monde, les bébés de la famille Bibas.

Madame la Haute Représentante, j'exige, avec mon groupe du PPE — et je serai trés attentive a vos réponses: premiére-
ment, la fin du financement de 'TUNRWA par I'Union européenne; deuxiemement, la libération immédiate des otages
israéliens comme condition préalable a tout cessez-le-feu; troisiemement, des élections libres a Gaza, hors de I'emprise
des terroristes du Hamas.

(L'oratrice accepte une question carton bleu)

Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE), domanda «cartellino blu». — Lei ha parlato tantissimo di tutte le colpe di Hamas, non ha
detto una parola sulle colpe di Israele.

Quindi, per lei, il fatto che Israele stia bombardando ospedali, li stia mettendo sotto assedio e non permetta la prote-
zione sanitaria; il fatto che abbia ucciso decine di migliaia di bambini; il fatto che non permetta l'entrata di aiuti
umanitari; il fatto che abbia ripreso l'assedio e il genocidio di Gaza, dopo non aver rispettato il cessate il fuoco; il
fatto di stare colonizzando la West Bank e di star prendendo le terre delle persone e di fare anche una pulizia etnica;
di stare violando ogni virgola del diritto umanitario, non ¢ un problema?

Céline Imart (PPE), réponse carton bleu. — Que le Hamas cesse de prendre comme boucliers humains les civils & Gaza, et
Israél pourra cesser de bombarder les hopitaux et les écoles! On ne pourra pas trouver de solution négociée a deux Etats
tant que le Hamas continuera a refuser aux Gazaouis toute possibilité d’étre représentés démocratiquement.

Je mai aucune legon a recevoir de vous, Madame, ni de groupes comme les votres, qui, sous prétexte d’antisionisme, sont
ouvertement antisémites!

Marta Temido (S&D). — Senhora Alta Representante, hoje quero falar-lhe sobre o insuportdvel siléncio da Unido
Europeia relativamente aos crimes do Governo do senhor Netanyahu.

O siléncio em que os nossos Estados-Membros se refugiam, quando nesta Casa pedimos a suspensio do Acordo
de Associagio com Israel, porque condiciona as relagdes comerciais ao respeito pelos direitos humanos e todos os dias
eles sdo violados em Gaza e na Cisjordania.

O siléncio que a ouvimos, a si, manter na semana passada, quando lamentou a interrup¢io do cessar-fogo entre Israel e
o Hamas, sem nunca referir quem tantas vezes o violou e, por ultimo, o quebrou.

O siléncio a que nds préprios, como deputados ao Parlamento Europeu, somos forgados, quando questionados pela
opinido publica da Palestina, de Israel e dos nossos paises.

O siléncio perante a instrumentaliza¢do politica dos reféns do Hamas e os protestos em Jerusalém e Telavive, perante a
morte de 50 000 palestinianos e o lento exterminio da populacdo que ainda vive em Gaza, privada de tudo, até de dgua.

O siléncio que lhe pedimos hoje que quebre, Senhora Alta Representante. Ajude-nos a ndo perder a confianca nas nossas
instituicoes.

Saskia Bricmont (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, 180 enfants sont morts le 18 mars, jour de la rupture du
cessez-le-feu par Israél. Le nombre de personnes ayant perdu la vie dans la bande de Gaza depuis le 7 octobre 2023
se monte donc a 50 144. Outre cela, 1,9 million d’autres personnes ont été déplacées, sans soins, sans nourriture, sans
aide.

La situation se résume en un mot a Gaza: génocide. Génocide, Madame Kallas, dont 'Union européenne se rend com-
plice en maintenant tous les canaux ouverts avec Israél en violation du droit international — complice par son silence,
complice par son inaction. Ol est passée notre humanité, réellement?
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L'Union européenne sera jugée avec les responsables du génocide. L'Histoire nous jugera. L'Histoire vous jugera.
Respectez la Cour pénale internationale et arrétez Netanyahou s'il se rend sur le territoire de 'Union européenne,
suspendez l'accord dassociation avec Israél, adoptez des sanctions et un embargo sur les armes: voila des leviers qui
sont entre vos mains. Nous attendons, Madame la Haute Représentante, une action immédiate de 'Union européenne.

Estrella Galdn (The Left). — Sefiora presidenta, hoy, como usted sabe, en Gaza no entra comida, no hay electricidad, no
hay agua potable. En Gaza hoy solo hay horror. Y usted fue testigo.

Hablo de més de mds de mil personas asesinadas desde que Israel ha roto el alto el fuego por los intereses mezquinos de
su Gobierno criminal. Un Gobierno con el que usted, sefiora Kallas, se ha reunido sin pudor, con su ministro de
Exteriores, limitdindose a pedir proporcionalidad. sProporcionalidad en un genocidio? ¢Usted es madre? Usted digale
«proporcionalidad» a una madre que ha perdido a sus hijos. Digaselo mirdndola a los ojos.

¢Cudntas personas tienen que ser asesinadas para que ustedes hagan algo de una vez? Frenen de una vez el exterminio
del pueblo palestino. Hagan algo ya. Son ustedes una auténtica decepcion.

Pero no nos vamos a dejar llevar por esto. Vamos a seguir exigiendo que cumplan con sus responsabilidades. Rompan el
Acuerdo de Asociacién con Israel ya. Apliquen todas las sanciones ya. Y, sobre todo, hagan cumplir las érdenes de
detencion. Maflana tienen una oportunidad de oro: el sefior Netanyahu va a estar en Hungria, pisando suelo europeo.
Deténganle. Queremos verle sentado en un banquillo de la Corte Penal Internacional.

Aodhin O Riorddin (S&D). — Madam President, Israel continues to commit the greatest evil the world has witnessed in
recent memory. Two weeks ago, we debated its use of starvation as a weapon of war. This week we witnessed the
targeting of healthcare workers and rescuers in Gaza — a mass grave discovered containing 15 humanitarian workers
executed one by one, buried by an Israeli bulldozer. Their crime: wearing the red crescent. And as Israel bombards
Palestinians with relentless airstrikes, enforces mass evacuation orders in southern Gaza and erects new checkpoints to
strangle movement in the West Bank, it blocks the very people and medical equipment who could save innocent lives.

Meanwhile, some Members of this Parliament dare to call for the defunding of the only agency that can still help:
UNWRA. I now hear two Irish citizens, Roberta Murray and Shane O'Brien, being deported from Germany for engaging
in pro-Palestinian protest. Those two protesters have more courage than most MEPs in this Parliament. History will hail
them. History will condemn Members of this Parliament who have blood on their hands. End the association agreement
with Israel.

Mimmo Lucano (The Left). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, a Gaza € in atto un massacro senza precedenti, un
genocidio condotto con piena consapevolezza e il sostegno tacito dell'Occidente.

Israele viola ogni principio del diritto internazionale e umanitario, colpisce persino ospedali, scuole e rifugi, ma nessuno
lo ferma; gode di un’'impunita totale e vergognosa.

L’Europa ¢ complice di questo orrore: finanzia e arma Israele, intrattiene relazioni commerciali con un governo crimi-
nale.

In Cisgiordania ogni giorno vengono rubate le terre e distrutte le case del popolo palestinese da gruppi armati di coloni
protetti dall'esercito israeliano, che andrebbero definiti per quello che sono: organizzazioni terroristiche.

Questo ¢ apartheid, pulizia etnica e colonialismo nel suo stato pili brutale. La storia giudichera severamente chi oggi
tace, ma noi non possiamo rimanere in silenzio. Siamo a fianco dei palestinesi per la giustizia, per la dignita, per la
liberta di un popolo che rifiuta di essere cancellato.

Marit Maij (S&D). — Madam President, I wanted to make a point of order. Well, actually, I wanted to make probably
my colleague’s point of order, because I think it's totally outrageous if we disagree and if we disagree, we disagree heavily
— that’s okay. But we should not accuse each other of antisemitism in this room.
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Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE). — I want to call for Rule 10(4) of the Rules of Procedure. This is inappropriate
behaviour. Offending another member on no stance, just for the intervention we have done is completely unacceptable
and we would like the presidency to do something about it.

Przewodniczgca. — Dzigkuje, Pani Posel. Oczywiscie stuzby Parlamentu przeanalizuja te sytuacje.
Zgloszenia z sali

Davor Ivo Stier (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, he pedido la palabra justamente para referirme a lo que la sefiora Montero
ha dicho del Estado de Israel calificindolo de Estado genocida. Me parece una acusaciéon muy grave. Porque uno puede
acusar a un individuo de los peores crimenes. Ese individuo, entonces, tiene que ser procesado y juzgado. Puede acusarse
a un Gobierno de los peores crimenes. Ese Gobierno tiene que ser censurado, cambiado, tiene que pagar reparaciones.
Pero, si se acusa a todo un Estado de ser genocida, es decir, por su naturaleza de ser un Estado genocida, entonces a ese
Estado hay que destruirlo. Y decir que hay que destruir al Estado de Israel si es una postura antisemita.

Por eso, cuidado cuando se utilizan este tipo de conceptos. Creo que hay que ser muy claro cuando se utiliza la critica a
lo que puede ser la politica de un Gobierno o de un individuo. Estd muy bien defender los derechos del pueblo
palestino, pero no se puede aceptar que se diga que hay que destruir al Estado de Israel, ni siquiera de manera indirecta
que se esté apoyando esa posicion.

Daniel Attard (S&D). - Madam President, let’s put things into context. Only the last plenary, our colleagues from the
right wanted to strongly condemn Thailand for deporting 40 refugees and for having repressive laws. And we rightly
condemned Thailand for deporting 40 refugees.

But when it comes to Gaza, where 20 000 children have been killed — the equivalent of how many children we have in
Maltese schools — this House loses its voice. It’s not antisemitic to call out documented war crimes in 2025. This is not
World War II, but the atrocities of World War II have returned in 2025. It is not antisemitic to call for the protection of
aid workers and for the access of humanitarian relief.

If we cannot speak out in the face of these atrocities, then what do we even stand for in this House? And I have one
piece of advice. I'm only new to this House, but let us call a spade a spade, because we have lost all our moral authority.
We cannot speak on anything else if we're turning a blind eye to genocide. Indifference is complicity.

Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR). — Madam President, why is it that even after over 500 days, the war against Hamas is still
raging in Gaza? It is because Hamas has not laid down its weapons and released all of the remaining hostages. There is
one thing we all have to understand about Hamas.

Hamas is not fighting against for our two-state solution. They are fighting for the destruction of Israel. Whatever means
necessary, whether it is killing civilians or hiding beneath hospitals. They will not rest until all the Israelis are expelled or
murdered from the river to the sea.

So we will not rest either. We will not rest until the whole world sees that the biggest obstacle to solving the conflict
between Israelis and the Palestinians is the mere existence of the terrorist organisation called Hamas.

Vladimir Prebili¢ (Verts/ALE). — Gospa predsednica! Kako dolgo bomo mirno gledali genocid, ki se dogaja v Gazi?
Kako dolgo bo Evropa, ponosna na svoje imenovane vrednote, molcala, med tem ko mnozi¢no pobijamo moske, Zenske
in otroke?

Samo v¢eraj je bilo ubitih petnajst mednarodnih zdravstvenih delavcev, ljudi, ki so svoje Zivljenje posvetili resevanju
drugih. To niso bili bojevniki. To so bile medicinske sestre, zdravniki in humanitarni delavci, ki so bili zahrbtno umo-
rjeni. In kaj je storila Evropa? Ni¢, samo prazne besede.

Ta ista Evropa, ki je obljubila — nikoli ve¢, zdaj gleda, kako se bolnisnice spreminjajo v rusevine in kako se lakota
uporablja kot orozje. To je popolnoma nesprejemljivo.

Zahtevamo ukrepanje, resni¢no ukrepanje, takoj$njo prekinitev orozja, uvedbo sankcij. In vojne zlo¢ince moramo posta-
viti pred sodiice.
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Kajti ¢e Evropa $e naprej ne bo storila nicesar, se jo bomo spominjali samo kot sostorilko pri mnozi¢nih umorih.
Zgodovina nas opazuje, svet gleda in mi ne moremo in ne smemo biti tiho.

Marc Botenga (The Left). — Madam President, High Representative Kallas, you speak about a balanced approach, but
balanced on what? On war crimes? On genocide? On the killing of 15 humanitarian workers? On mass graves? On the

killing of children?

And what would that balance be, exactly? Some nice words for the Palestinians. More weapons for Israel. Nice words for
the Palestinians. Weapons for Israel. That is not balanced. That is complicity in genocide.

I mean, in the face of Russian war crimes in Ukraine, I have never heard you speak about a balanced approach. There
are 40 EU sanctioned regimes and not one on Israel, which stands accused in front of international courts of genocide.
The ICC asks the arrest of Netanyahu. And yet, No EU sanctions.

Stop this complicity now. Adopt sanctions. Palestinians need acts, not words. These empty words, they have not saved
one single Palestinian child’s life. Stop this now. Act!

(Koniec zgloszeti z sali)

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members, I think this debate shows very well why we don’t have a common agreement
in the Council. I mean, this is exactly why. You heard positions from different angles, and this is the same thing we have
in the Council.

But instead of focusing on what we don’t agree on, we also agree on very many things. We agree on the immediate
priorities: the release of hostages, immediate return to the ceasefire, as well as the resumption of humanitarian aid
deliveries at scale into Gaza.

We are condemning the appalling loss of life. And it’s very painful to see what is happening in Gaza. We have been
condemning this all the time, and we are the ones who are supporting the Palestinians with the humanitarian aid, with
the help for UNWRA, with the help for the Palestinian Authority. And when I'm talking about a balanced approach, I'm
talking about a two-state solution, because right now it's not balanced. Israel and Palestine are not on an equal basis
because it’s not the situation.

So, we need to continue to support and encourage the role of mediators. And of course, what was also said here, we are
also engaging with our Arab partners for the 'day after’. And when it comes to my meetings in Israel, I only shook
hands with one minister — the foreign minister.

And my predecessor stopped the Association Council. Did it make the situation better? It didn’t. So, the Association
Council or the Association Agreement give us the opportunity to say all these things that you are saying here to Israelis,
to the representative of Israel, because this is exactly what we did when we had the Association Council, where 27
Member States were also able to express what they think about this. And I totally agree, the humanitarian law very
clearly says you can't attack civilians, you can't attack civilian infrastructure.

And when it comes to the ICC, the European Union supports the ICC and all the Member States who are members of
the Rome Statute should also follow the obligations that they have taken under this Rome Statute.

And as we know, the issue we have in the Council regarding the sanctions, we have to have unanimity. It's not even a
majority vote. It’s unanimity. Everybody needs to be on board. And when we see what is happening with the ICC and
what is happening in some Member States right now, then you can see what the difficulty is here, because it is very, very
hard to see everything that is going on.

And as for the Association Agreement: if we suspend the Association Agreement, will it stop the killing?

Of course, in the mid to long term, we have supported the Palestinian Authority because it will be crucial also for the
stability of the West Bank. And it is being undermined all the time. And we are the ones who are supporting them in
view of the governance of Gaza, because I also agree with those Members who say that Hamas should have no role
when it comes to governance of Gaza for the 'day after’, because it’s the question of security of Israel as well as the
rights of Palestinians that need to be respected. So, therefore, we also need to engage with our Arab partners and see
what more we can do within the rules that we have agreed amongst ourselves with the 27 countries with 27 different
views.
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Przewodniczaca. - Zamykam debate.

17. lleneHacoueHM HamameHMs cpeury xpuctusiu B [leMoKpaTtuuHa penmy6rnmuka Kouro: 3aumra
Ha pelMruo3HaTa cBoboma u CurypHocTTa (pa3uckBaHe)

Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego s3 o$wiadczenia Rady i Komisji w sprawie celowych ata-
kéw na chrzescijan w Demokratycznej Republice Konga: obrona wolnosci religijnej i bezpieczenistwa (2025/2612(RSP)).

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members, a few weeks ago, we collectively addressed the escalation of violence in the
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo and the unacceptable offensive of the M23 armed group supported by Rwanda.
This conflict appears to have diminished in intensity, and there are some hopes that a ceasefire and a credible peace
process can be relaunched.

The European Union calls on all parties to refrain from violence and is committed to support the peace process. But the
conflict has not stopped. We must not let our guard down. We have to be ready to react to new escalations or
violations of key tenets of international law. And we must continue to do our utmost to help those in need. Eastern
DRC is plagued by multiple conflicts and numerous armed groups. These vary in size and nature, but all engaged in
deadly violence and horrific human rights violations and abuses.

This is why the EU continues to actively engage with all our partners in the region in their efforts to address these
challenges, be it over the phone or face to face, including visits to the region. We welcome and support the decision by
the United Nations Human Rights Council of 7 February 2025. This will establish a fact-finding mission to investigate
the serious human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law committed in North Kivu and
South Kivu since January 2022.

We also welcome the ongoing work of the International Criminal Court, and we condemn the killings, kidnappings and
looting of civilians by armed groups and any violence or persecution against any religious group or any other grounds.

Among the armed groups, I draw your attention specifically to the Allied Democratic Forces, ADF, affiliated with the
Islamic State. This group has in the past claimed attacks against Christian communities because of their faith. But they
target all civilians with killings, kidnappings and looting. In 2023, ADF was the armed group responsible for the highest
number of killings in the DRC, with over 1000 victims. In the second half of 2024 alone, ADF was responsible for
over 650 civilian deaths across North Kivu and Ituri.

The EU has been actively engaged against these horrors and the overall violence in eastern DRC. Our diplomatic
outreach and a concrete action under the EU Great Lakes Strategy includes restrictive measures targeting individuals
and entities responsible for serious human rights violations and abuses, andfor sustaining or exploiting the armed
conflict in the DRC. These measures complement existing United Nations sanctions, measures to strengthen DRC secu-
rity and law enforcement apparatus so that they can better protect the population, including against armed groups.

We are also helping tackle extremism and hate speech. Support for the local and regional conflict mediation initiatives,
actions to stabilise border areas and measures to improve the resilience of populations in eastern DRC, delivery of much
needed humanitarian assistance to respond to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the protection of the Congolese people
and their rights.

The EU is committed to working with all stakeholders, including churches and faith-based organisations to prevent
further violence.
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Lukas Mandl, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, dear honourable High
Representative/Vice-President Kallas, first, I want to again emphasise, as I do time and again, the difference between
Islam and Islamism, between the religion of Islam and the harmful ideology of political Islam, between the religion
that deserves and enjoys all the rights of religious freedom, on the one side, and Islamism — a violent, harmful ideology
causing bloodshed all over the world.

It's important to emphasise that because we Europeans, we the European Union, defend religious freedom and we also
defend ourselves against attacks of Islamism, and we defend those who would be attacked by jihadists, by Islamists all
over the world. This is exactly what we do with today’s resolution, because Christians were killed and tortured because
they were Christians, because they are Christians.

That's the reason why I want to praise and appreciate, High Representative, your clear stance when it comes to our
adversary in Moscow and everything related to that. [ want to draw attention to the fact that Moscow is aligned with
Tehran, Pyongyang and Islamism, and our adversaries to the east are more or less on the same table against Europe. We
have to see the connection. This is also what we address to the outside and to the inside to fight this kind of attacks
against our civilisation.

Marit Maij, namens de S&D-Fractie. — Voorzitter, collega’s, hoge vertegenwoordiger, de nood in de Democratische
Republiek Congo blijft onverminderd hoog. In het conflict vallen nog steeds enorm veel slachtoffers, veel burgerslach-
toffers, waaronder ook religieuze gemeenschappen. Zoals in veel landen in de regio is de Congolese bevolking vooral
slachtoffer van de strijd om een rijke bodem. Van de mineralen en de grondstoffen wil iedereen meeprofiteren. Groepen
zoals M23 en andere rebellen maken daarbij gebruik van grof geweld. Seksueel geweld wordt ingezet als wapen in
oorlogsvoering om gemeenschappen uit elkaar te rukken.

De EU moet meer humanitaire hulp bieden en met name aan de slachtoffers, vrouwen en kinderen, van seksueel geweld.
Belgié is niet stil gebleven en ondervindt nu de repercussies van Rwanda. Wij moeten als lidstaten ons blijven uitspreken
en we moeten ook de landen die dit doen, steunen. Tot slot moeten wij ook naar onszelf kijken, hoge vertegenwoordi-
ger, want we moeten onze relatie met Rwanda herzien, daar waar het gaat om het handelen in die kritiecke mineralen.
Want die mineralen en het geld dat deze opleveren, worden gebruikt om dit conflict te financieren en te faciliteren.

Thierry Mariani, au nom du groupe PfE. — Madame la Présidente, le 13 février 2025, 70 chrétiens ont été sauvagement
décapités dans une église a Kasanga, en République démocratique du Congo, par les Forces démocratiques alliées, un
groupe islamiste radical lié a I'Etat islamique. Ce massacre n'est pas isolé: il s'inscrit dans une guerre sans fin, qui,
depuis 1998, a tué plus de 8 millions de Congolais, dont de nombreux enfants et femmes. Dans l'est du pays, les régions
du Nord-Kivu et du Sud-Kivu sont plongées dans le chaos sous les assauts de groupes armés comme le M23, qui viole,
pille et massacre.

Le principal coupable de ces massacres, de ces désordres, depuis des années tout le monde le connait: c'est le Rwanda
de Paul Kagame. Cest lui qui a lancé son armée sanguinaire et ses supplétifs contre les populations de Goma et de
Bukavu, ot des millions de Congolais sont pris en otage. Cest lui qui pille les ressources minieres de la RDC et bafoue la
souveraineté de ce pays. Alors, aprés de premiéres sanctions timides, qu'attend I'Union européenne pour sanctionner
encore plus durement Kigali? Pour 'Ukraine, 'Union européenne en est déja a sa seizieme vague de sanctions en trois
ans. Mais qu'attendons-nous pour des sanctions sur les visas, pour le gel des avoirs rwandais en Europe, pour des
sanctions nominatives contre Kagame et son entourage?

Madame la Commissaire, je n'ai pas du tout les mémes informations que vous. Tout continue comme avant en
République démocratique du Congo, et il n’y a aucune tréve. A la Commission européenne, notamment, vous devez
dénoncer immédiatement l'accord sur les minerais, signé par le Rwanda, et dont vos fonctionnaires ont reconnu publi-
quement linefficacité. Tout cet immobilisme devient suspect. On finira par croire que I'Union européenne protége
Kagame.
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Patryk Jaki, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Komisarz! Chrzeicijanie sa najbardziej przesladowang
grupa na $wiecie. Na calym $wiecie ponad 380 milionéw chrzescijan w 78 krajach do$wiadcza intensywnych przesla-
dowan i dyskryminacji z powodu swojej wiary. W 50 krajach uwzglednionych w Swiatowym Indeksie Przesladowan
przes$ladowania osiagaja poziom bardzo wysoki lub ekstremalnie wysoki.

I to, co si¢ dzieje ostatnio w Kongu, nie moze zosta¢ bez odpowiedzi. Kolejny raz zamordowano tam chrzescijan tylko
za ich wiarg, a ciala jako form¢ o$wiadczenia bandyci zostawili w kosciele. W ciagu ostatnich 15 miesigcy zweryfiko-
wano tam lacznie ponad 600 brutalnie zamordowanych oséb, w tym ponad 500 chrzescijan, ktérzy zgineli w tych
atakach. Dane te pokazuja systemowy charakter przeSladowan. Powigzane z ISIS Sojusznicze Sity Demokratyczne od
czasu ogloszenia wierno$ci Paristwu Islamskiemu zintensyfikowaly ataki, ktdre staly si¢ bardziej dramatyczne, takie jak
zamachy i $ciecia gléw, a niektore z nich sg rejestrowane i pokazywane jako propaganda.

Unia Europejska, ktora zostala stworzona przez chrze$cijan, musi si¢ upomnie¢ o najbardziej przesladowana obecnie
religic na $wiecie — religie wolnosci, szacunku i dialogu.

Hilde Vautmans, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, que dire en une minute sur un conflit qui dure
depuis trente ans? Avant tout, je tiens a adresser mes condoléances a toutes les familles congolaises. Nous sommes a vos
cotés.

Parlons chiffres: plus de 10 millions de morts, prés de 7 millions de déplacés, plus de 2 millions de femmes violées et
plus de 200 fosses communes. La situation est horrible. Il ne s'agit pas que de religion. Cette guerre concerne des
matiéres premiéres critiques volées par le M23, que soutient le Rwanda.

La Commission doit agir tout de suite, et, trés chére Madame Kallas, je n’ai rien entendu concernant le Rwanda. Je veux
que vous sanctionniez le Rwanda! Suspendez le mémorandum tout de suite ainsi que le soutien financier au Rwanda!
Mettez en ceuvre les sanctions! Cela fait quinze ans, déja, que les victimes attendent que justice soit faite aprés le rapport
Mapping des Nations unies. Créez aujourd’hui un corridor humanitaire, qui permettra de fournir l'aide nécessaire aux
femmes et aux enfants! Il est temps d’agir!

Amani! Amani! Amani! Pour ceux qui ne comprennent pas le swahili, ¢a veut dire da paix» — de vrede. Cela, c’est le nom
de ma fille. Ma fille s'appelle Amani — «la paixo.

Mounir Satouri, au nom du groupe Verts/ALE. — Madame la Présidente, je retiendrai deux legons de la négociation autour
de cette résolution.

La premiére, c’est que l'idéologie aveugle: obsédés par la seule protection des chrétiens, la droite et certains groupes
d'extréme droite ont failli invisibiliser des centaines de milliers de victimes civiles.

La deuxiéme, c'est que l'influence dévoie le regard: quelques semaines aprés avoir pointé ici méme la responsabilité du
Rwanda et de son prolongement armé, le M23, nous avons failli avoir un texte qui effacait toute référence a l'ingérence
rwandaise en RDC.

Heureusement, les progressistes et les écologistes ont résisté. Nous avons été plus qu'une alerte: un rappel a la vérité et a
la justice. Trois acquis majeurs ont été réintroduits dans le texte: la mention du soutien du Rwanda au M23, la recon-
naissance du role déstabilisateur du Rwanda et l'alerte sur les financements européens aux troupes rwandaises au
Mozambique, sans garantie que ces derniers servent indirectement au M23.

Le texte final ne sera pas celui du renoncement. Il ne discréditera pas ce Parlement. Nous devons retenir la lecon de ce
type dalliances et de leur dangerosité.

Marc Botenga, au nom du groupe The Left. — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, j'ai honte du titre de cette résolution.

A Test du Congo, toute la population risque quotidiennement sa vie a cause des rebelles soutenus par le Rwanda. On
dénombre 10 millions de victimes, et les Congolais sont en colére, notamment parce que 'Union européenne continue
de coopérer avec le Rwanda.
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Qu'essayez-vous de faire ici, & droite et a I'extréme droite? Brouiller les pistes, cacher I'ingérence étrangere et diviser les
Congolais entre eux sur une base religieuse. Vous faites comme si, en RDC, c’étaient les musulmans qui faisaient la
guerre aux chrétiens. Pourquoi? Parce que vous voulez diviser les Congolais pour mieux piller leurs ressources. Cest
une stratégie coloniale classique. Dans la région des Grands Lacs, les colonisateurs belges, a I'époque, avaient imposé
cette division entre Hutus et Tutsis, avec toutes les conséquences dramatiques que nous connaissons aujourd’hui.

I ne s'agit pas d’une guerre religieuse, mais d'une guerre pour les ressources. Ne le cachez pas et arrétez la coopération
militaire avec le Rwanda. Prenez vos responsabilités. La complicité européenne doit cesser aujourd’huil

Tomasz Froelich, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin! Weltweit werden 400 Millionen Christen verfolgt.
Christen sind damit die am stirksten verfolgte Glaubensgemeinschaft der Welt. Kaum einer weif das. Christen sind oft
Opfer zweiter Klasse. Im Kongo ist das nicht anders.

Erst im Februar wurden dort iiber 70 Christen gekopft. Man fand ihre Leichen in einer protestantischen Kirche, und das
ist leider kein Einzelfall. Christen im Kongo werden ermordet, vertrieben, oder sie fliichten vor Gewalt. Die Titer kennt
man: Der Islamische Staat und seine Ableger in Zentralafrika, aber auch die M23-Miliz, die gemeinsam mit Ruanda im
Osten Kongos Rohstoffe plindert.

Wie kann es sein, dass Ruanda zum grofiten Coltan-Exporteur der Welt aufgestiegen ist, obwohl es kaum tiber Coltan-
Vorkommen verfiigt? Die Antwort findet man im Osten Kongos. Die EU kann drei sinnvolle Dinge tun: Erstens, darauf
dringen, dass ruandische Truppen den Osten Kongos endlich verlassen. Zweitens, klare Kante gegen islamistische Chri-
stenmorder. Drittens, unseren verfolgten christlichen Glaubensbriidern beim Wiederaufbau ihrer Gemeinden helfen. Das
Hungary-Helps-Programm der ungarischen Regierung konnte dabei als Vorbild dienen.

Wouter Beke (PPE). — Voorzitter, collega’s, commissaris, amper zeven weken geleden werd er in dit halfrond met een
hele grote meerderheid een strenge resolutie aangenomen tegen het geweld in Oost-Congo door Rwanda en de rebellen-
groep M23. Vandaag is de situatie helaas nog steeds onveranderd. Kigali verbiedt nu zelfs alle ontwikkelingssamenwer-
king vanuit Belgi€¢ ten nadele van zijn eigen bevolking. Met duizenden doden en een veelvoud hiervan aan interne
ontheemden woedt in de regio een van de bloedigste conflicten in de wereld. Mijn boodschap is dan ook duidelijk:
stop die gruwel nu!

Hoewel we moeilijke regionale vredesprocessen alle kansen moeten geven, is het ook tijd voor actie vanuit Europa. Na
het talmen van de Raad na onze vorige resolutie, moeten we nu echt wel in actie schieten. Ten eerste, door duidelijke
sancties te nemen tegen de illegale smokkel van grondstoffen door Rwanda. Ten tweede, door bijkomende individuele
sancties tegen oorlogsmisdadigers te treffen. Ten slotte, door een onmiddellijk staakt-het-vuren af te dwingen, waarbij de
M23 het Congolese grondgebied verlaat en Kinshasa zelf de controle opnieuw overneemt, samen met de internationale
actoren. Ik reken op u, mevrouw.

Francisco Assis (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, as atrocidades cometidas sobre os congoleses, de
forma indiscriminada, tém de ter consequéncias para os seus responsaveis.

Essas atrocidades s3o, inequivocamente, crimes de guerra e crimes contra a humanidade. E um dos responsdveis maiores
pela escalada da violéncia, que é particularmente cruel para as mulheres, é o Ruanda — sobre isso jd ninguém tem a mais
pequena davida — que estd, de resto, a fazer um jogo duplo na regido. Compromete-se com a paz, mas vai armando e
dando cobertura aos rebeldes do M23, que tomaram recentemente Goma e Bukavu.

A Unido Europeia tem o poder de chamar o Governo ruandés a responsabilidade e ja aqui foram feitos muitos apelos
nesse sentido, aos quais naturalmente me associo, suspendendo os projetos de cooperagdo que tem com o pais, até que
este ponha fim a qualquer colaboragio com os grupos armados que estdo hoje no terreno e dé um contributo para que
estes grupos e o Governo da Republica Democritica do Congo se comprometam com o processo de Nairobi e se
empenhem num verdadeiro didlogo nacional.

Evidentemente, sendo a esmagadora maioria dos congoleses de confissdo cristd, dai decorre, naturalmente, que a majoria
das vitimas das atrocidades também seja cristd. S6 que fazer este tipo de distingdes é qualquer coisa de ignominioso e
barbaro.
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Gyorgy Holvényi (PfE). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Hany dldozatra van még sziikség? A februdr 13-i bestidlis mészdrlds
mér nem magit a Szovetséges Védelmi Erének nevezd iszlamista szervezet elsé timadasa volt. Az Iszlim Allam hircsa-
torndi mér 6t évvel ezeldtt is arrdl tuddsitottak, hogy ez az a szervezet, amelyik keresztényeket 16tt halomba. Azéta t6bb
mint 300 emberrel végeztek.

Mit tett a kongdi vagy a nemzetkozi vezetés ellen? A kinshasai kormdny évtizedek ota egyszertien képtelen ellendrizni a
sajat teriileteit, képtelen szavatolni sajit dllampolgdrai biztonsdgat. Mit tudunk mi tenni ekkor, eurdpaiak? A mostani
hetven keresztény életét kovetelS vérengzés kegyetlensége nem tlir tovabbi tehetetlenséget.

Jogos elvérds, hogy a kongdi kormdny is tegyen ldthatd, sajt polgdrai szdmdra is értelmezhet§ erdfeszitéseket. Mert
kiilonben hogyan tudunk mi segiteni az iszlamista szélsGségek visszaszoritasdra? Vildgos vélaszt, hatdrozott 1épést
varunk. Tdmogassuk mi Kongét ebben a torekvésében! Ne hagyjuk, hogy Kongé is a Széhel sorsdra jusson!

Alexander Sell (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Der Kongo ist ein rohstoffreiches Land — seit Jahren streiten sich Chinesen
und Amerikaner, Russen und Europder um die Bodenschitze. Vor 12 Monaten erst hat Briissel einen Rohstoffdeal mit
Ruanda geschlossen — der Deal versprach auch die Lieferung von seltenen Erden. Das Problem nur: Ruanda hat tiber-
haupt gar keine seltenen Erden, sondern muss diese erst im Ostkongo erbeuten.

Im Januar sind die Kimpfe dort eskaliert, die ganze Region droht im Chaos zu versinken. Der Krieg im Kongo ist auch
die Folge einer vollig weltfremden AufSenpolitik — tiber 1 Milliarde Euro sind in den letzten 15 Jahren aus Briissel in den
Kongo geflossen fir Entwicklungshilfe, die nichts bringt und in den Taschen korrupter Politiker versickert. Und das ist
das Problem.

Wihrend sich die Chinesen den Zugriff auf die Bodenschitze im Kongo vertraglich gesichert haben, schicken wir Geld
furs Klima und haben es nicht geschafft, verntinftige Handelsbeziehungen aufzubauen. 60 % des Kobalts in chinesischen
Elektroautos kommt aus dem Kongo — unsere Automobilindustrie dagegen ist nicht mehr wettbewerbsfihig.

Deshalb: Wir brauchen eine realistische AuSenpolitik. Entwicklungshilfe sollten wir uns in Zukunft sparen, die brauchen
wir mittlerweile nimlich selbst.

NikoAaog Avadiotng (NI). — Kupia TTpoedpe, kuples kar kbptor ouvadelgor, yia myv tpayedla mou mAftter ™ Adik Anpo-
kpatia Tou Kovyko, avti a\\ov, cag petagépw autolota anoenacpaTa and PVURATA TOU a@PIKAVIKIG Kataywyrg eAAnvopdo-
dokou emokomou Tkopag kat Meyahou Kifou k. Tipodéou. Aget ta efnc: «H xopa pag €xel unootel évav adiko mOAE(o and Toug
avtapteg mou unoatnpilovtar and T Pouavta, kahuppévol and Géveg duvapels yia expetAAevorn tou unedagouc. Ot ekteléoelg
kat o1 palikég dohogovies ouveyilovtar apeiwta. H meiva, ot aodéveies, 1 ENAewyn mOGHHOU VEPOU Kat TPOQNG emdEVGVOUY TV
kataotaor tou mAnduopol. Ot Aenacieg apétpntes péxpt kar ota voookopeia. XIMAOEG CUPTATPLOTEG [aG MAVOVTAL OHNpOL
Yio va unnpetoouy o¢ duvapn otov otpatd g Pouavtag kar tov avtaptev. Kopitow Pialovtar, okotavovtar kai aMa
ayvoolvtal. Oa propovoa va iya @uyel, aAkd dev fdeha va agrjow toug motoug pac. Eivar  opa mou €ouv moAMr avaykn
TIG MAPOUGIAg HOU yia 0,TL PTOpe Ki €y va Toug mpooépw. O Ayiog Ioidwpog o TInhouoting Aéet “o Xptotog éyive tepéag
otov ataupo”. Tpotipnoa va otaupede pall Toug kat va avaotde pall toug, av éket o Ogoc. Méypt Topa anotelovoape pa
npognuikr epanootoMr], dnhadn pe Aoyous, Sidaokalies, katnynoes kar fantioeic ota Udata. Tdpa KAvoupe OTAUPIKY Kal
HOPTUPIKT 1EPATOGTOAN, OTOU KIVOUVEUOUE KGDe oTtypr), kai ot cuvavdpenol pag fagtiCovar pésa oto id1o Toug to aipa.
Tlpénel va KatanoAeprooupe ToV JproKeUTIKO eETPERLOpO.

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). — Madam President, the targeted attacks against Christians in Congo are horrific acts of
violence which demand our immediate attention and decisive actions. What do we have to do? We must intensify, of
course, diplomatic efforts with DCR authorities to ensure the protection of all religious communities. We must establish
a comprehensive monitoring and reporting mechanism, and we have to hold perpetrators accountable. We must provide
stronger support to civil society organisations that are working tirelessly to promote interfaith dialogue. And we must
collaborate with international partners, including the United Nations and regional organisations, to enhance our collec-
tive capacity to address religious persecution effectively.
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Anja Arndt (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Am 12. Februar ereignete sich im Kongo ein grauenhaftes Massaker: 70 Chri-
sten — Manner, Frauen und Kinder — wurden von der islamistischen ADF-Miliz verschleppt und auf barbarische Art und
Weise mit Macheten und Himmern ermordet. Diese islamistische Brutalitit im Kongo ist kein Einzelfall. Ich danke der
Kommission, dass sie diesen Terror hier zum Thema macht und sich endlich fiir Religionsfreiheit und Sicherheit von
Christen einsetzt.

Im Kongo sind 95 % der Bevolkerung Christen, in Europa sind es 72 %. Trotz dieser iiberwiltigenden Mehrheit werden
sie gezielt ausradiert. Auch bei uns sind islamistische Morde wie in Aschaffenburg, Mannheim und Solingen grausame
Realitit. Mein Mitgefiihl gilt allen Opfern und Angehorigen bei uns, im Kongo und auf der ganzen Welt.

Die EU muss sich mit dieser Gewalt auseinandersetzen. Sie muss Anwalt der Christen sein — mit sicheren Grenzen, klarer
Hirte gegen Islamisten und echtem Schutz. Deutschland braucht die AfD, und Europa braucht die ESN.

Ingeborg Ter Laak (PPE). — Voorzitter, beste collega’s, geachte hoge vertegenwoordiger, de humanitaire crisis in Congo
blijft duren. In minder dan drie maanden zijn meer dan honderdduizend Congolezen gevlucht naar hun buurlanden
door het aanhoudend geweld. Opvanglocaties waar mensen verbleven, zijn volledig verwoest. Humanitaire hulp komt
er maar beperkt aan, ook door het gebrek aan financiering. Er voltrekt zich een stille ramp.

Conflictmineralen, zoals coltan, worden ondertussen nog steeds gewonnen. Niet alleen door Congolezen, maar ook door
Russen, Chinezen én Rwandezen. Mensen werken in gevaarlijke omstandigheden met het risico van conflict en gevech-
ten die op ieder moment uit kunnen breken. Als gewapende groeperingen dorpen binnenvallen, is het doel meestal
vernietigen en het systematisch inzetten van seksueel geweld en het werven van kindsoldaten.

De rijkdom van Congo — de grondstoffen — zorgt voor een totale ontwrichting. De illegale handel en de illegale
exploitatie van de mijnen moeten echt stoppen. Wij zouden ons als Europese Unie in moeten zetten om die kritieke
grondstoffen te beschermen en humanitaire organisaties draaiende te houden. Dit conflict moet stoppen.

Davor Ivo Stier (PPE). — PosStovana predsjedavajuca, izmedu 12. i 15. veljace vise od 70 kriana, ukljucujuéi Zene,
djecu i starije osobe, brutalno je ubijeno u crkvi u Kasangi, u pokrajini Sjeverni Kivu. I to nije zlo¢in koji je izoliran
slucaj. Nazalost, od pocetka oZujka najmanje 47 kr$¢ana ubijeno je na sjeveroistoku zemlje. U Demokratskoj Republici
Kongo, kri¢ani su sve ¢e$¢e meta napada i uznemiravanja upravo zbog svoje vjere, zbog toga $to crkveni lideri znaju i
kritizirati vlast i oruzane skupine. Stoga Europska unija mora poduzeti odlu¢ne korake. Moramo podrzati inicijative koje
promi¢u medureligijski dijalog i u tom pogledu vanjskopoliticki odbor ovog parlamenta je uputio jedan pilot-projekt.
Ocekujem sada da ga podrzi i Europska komisija. Moramo udiniti nesto za kr$¢anske zajednice i opéenito za ljude u
Demokratskoj Republici Kongo.

Zgloszenia z sali

Margarita de la Pisa Carrion (PfE). — Sefiora presidenta, realmente es incomprensible la postura de la Comisién. Habla
de conflictos de diferente naturaleza. Un discurso rebuscado para no mencionar a los cristianos. Veintitrés asesinados en
marzo de 2025, una mujer quemada viva, nifios degollados, en febrero setenta cristianos decapitados con machete
dentro de una iglesia. Es intolerable que no sean claros, que no llamen a las cosas por su nombre. Es una brutal
persecucion religiosa. El islamismo radical mata a nuestros hermanos solo por ser cristianos. Masacres continuadas.

Son vergonzosas las excusas que se han mencionado hoy con tal de no reconocer o denunciar la persecucion cuando se
trata de cristianos.
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Joachim Stanistaw Brudzifiski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! 12 lutego, okolo godziny czwartej rano terrorysci
przyszli do wioski Maika, lezacej nad jeziorem Edwarda na pdélnocnym wschodzie Demokratycznej Republiki Konga.
Najpierw wyciagneli z domu 20 oséb. Gdy mieszkanicy wioski, obudzeni halasem, zaczeli gromadzié¢ sig na placuy,
porwali kolejnych 50 mezczyzn, kobiet i dzieci. Skrepowali im rece i wyprowadzili z wioski. Po dwéch dniach w
nieodleglym kosciele ewangelicko-baptystycznym w Kasanga znaleziono 70 skrepowanych cial pozbawionych gléw. To
byli ludzie, ktérzy zgineli tylko i wylacznie dlatego, ze byli wyznawcami, wierzyli w Jezusa Chrystusa. Oni nie zgingli,
tak jak slyszeliémy to od rozedrganych przedstawicieli lewicy, bo pasterze walczyli z rolnikami o pastwiska albo wskutek
walki o mineraly.

Ci ludzie zgineli dlatego, ze byli chrze$cijanami. A my w chrzescijanskiej Francji dzisiaj debatujemy na ten temat znowu
pod ostong nocy. Tak jakby$my si¢ wstydzili nazwac rzecz po imieniu i nie ma znaczenia wasza polityczna poprawnosé.
Ci ludzie zgingli dlatego, ze byli chrze$cijanami. Jezeli my bedziemy milcze¢, kamienie beda wotal.

Saskia Bricmont (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, je voudrais rendre hommage a l'ensemble des victimes du
conflit en RDC, un conflit dont une des origines est, bien évidemment, les minerais, la richesse du territoire congolais.

On sait que l'agresseur est le Rwanda, qui soutient les milices M23. On sait que 'Union européenne a aujourd’hui du
sang sur les mains parce qu'elle n'utilise pas tous les leviers, notamment politiques, quelle a a sa disposition. Le
Parlement européen a rendu des demandes trés claires au travers de sa résolution. Vous ne pouvez pas, cette fois, vous
retrancher derriére des divergences de vues politiques.

Le Parlement européen a demandé la suspension du protocole d’accord sur les minerais avec le Rwanda, mais ce n'est
toujours pas appliqué. La suspension de l'aide militaire a I'égard du Rwanda n'est elle non plus toujours pas appliquée.
On a d'autres leviers, éminemment politiques, et il faut les actionner. C'est tout ce qu'on attend de vous aujourd’hui pour
mettre fin au «deux poids, deux mesures» de la politique étrangére de I'Union européenne, pour avoir une politique
identique a I'égard des agresseurs. Ce sont des leviers que la Commission européenne a la capacité d'utiliser, et elle ne
doit pas non plus se retrancher derriere I'absence d’'unanimité au Conseil pour agir.

Dans le cas de 'agression de la Russie, les positions étaient tres claires du coté de la Commission européenne. On n’en
attend pas moins a 'égard du Congo.

Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR). — Voorzitter, collega’s, het conflict in Oost-Congo kent verschillende dimensies: verschillende
rebellengroepen die actief zijn, strijd om de grondstoffen. Maar vandaag leggen we als Europees Parlement met onze
resolutie nadrukkelijk ook de vinger bij het feit dat het conflict zeker ook een religieuze dimensie heeft. En dan hebben
we het met name over de jihadistische groepering ADF, die dood en verderf in de regio zaait en het daarbij vooral op
christenen gemunt heeft en hun kerken vernielt.

Dat we dit als Europees Parlement benoemen en erkennen is een hele belangrijke stap. Maar laten we nu ook alles doen
wat in ons vermogen ligt om dit geweld daadwerkelijk te stoppen door Congo en Oeganda te steunen in hun strijd tegen
de jihadisten, sancties op te leggen aan de verantwoordelijken en steun te geven aan de getroffenen. Het overgrote deel
van de bevolking in Congo is christelijk, maar ze worden nu ernstig bedreigd door extremisten en dat mogen we niet
laten gebeuren.

Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR). - Madam President, the Democratic Republic of Congo, a nation that is 95 % Christian,
has become a slaughterhouse for Christians. Let us not forget that Christians are the most persecuted religious group in
the world. Now, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, our fellow Christians are being abducted, butchered and driven
from their homes by bloodthirsty jihadists.

People were massacred in a church due to their faith, people were executed for refusing to convert to Islam. Churches
have been bombed. Christian villages are being abandoned. Where is the outrage? Where is the action?

Europe must not stay silent. We share a long Christian heritage. We must protect it against jihadism that is a threat both
globally and in our home continent.
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(Koniec zgloszeri z sali)

Kaja Kallas, Vice-President of the Commission | High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. —
Madam President, honourable Members, thank you for this debate. All human rights violations and abuses need to be
thoroughly investigated. Every victim must be recognised and supported, and all perpetrators must be held accountable
for their crimes, when it comes to Rwanda, when it comes to Gaza, when it comes to Ukraine everywhere. And that is
also why we push for the sanctions and and also the suspension of the agreement on raw materials. I mean, in the
Foreign Affairs Council, we have a broad support for this. And now I think the wording was that we, the Foreign Affairs
Council calls on the work that the Commission has to do to suspend the memorandum of understanding of the raw
materials. So the Commission has gotten this point.

[ think it's important that all the violations and abuses are really investigated. And this is not fundamental not only for
the justice, but also to tackle the long-term drivers of instability and insecurity across the DRC and and the Great Lakes
as well.

So we are committed to working with all key stakeholders to prevent further violence and to support Congolese people
and the peoples of the Great Lakes region in their pursuit of peace and justice. And only concerted effort by the region,
supported by the international Community, can bring the end to a recurrent cycle of crisis and violence that has affected
the DRC and the Great Lakes for too long.

Serious human rights violations and abuses are part and parcel of this cycle, so the EU is ready to do its part to
contribute to this effort. So thank you again for this debate.

Przewodniczaca. — Na zakoficzenie debaty otrzymalam, zgodnie z art. 136 ust. 2 Regulaminu, siedem projektéw
rezolucji.

Zamykam debate.

Glosowanie odbedzie sie¢ w czwartek 3 kwietnia 2025 r.

18. OO0sicHeHMs Ha BOT

(Pisemne wyjasnienia dotyczgce stanowiska zajetego w glosowaniu, w rozumieniu art. 201 Regulaminu, figurujg na portalu inter-
netowym Parlamentu na stronach zastrzezonych dla postow)

19. JIHeBeH pen Ha CleNBalIOTO 3acelaHue
Przewodniczaca. — Nastepne posiedzenie odbedzie si¢ jutro, w §rode 2 kwietnia 2025 r., od godz. 9.00.

Porzadek obrad zostal opublikowany i jest dostepny na stronie internetowej Parlamentu Europejskiego.

20. 0]1061)}1831-16 Ha IPOTOKOJIa OT HACTOSAILIOTO 3acelaHue

Przewodniczgca. — Protokét dzisiejszego posiedzenia zostanie przedlozony Parlamentowi do zatwierdzenia jutro po
glosowaniu.

Zamykam posiedzenie, zyczac Paristwu dobrej nocy.
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21. 3akpuBaHe Ha 3aCeJaHUETO

(Posiedzenie zostato zamknigte o godz. 22:07)
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