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COMMISSION DECISION
of 2 February 1996
on Finnish aid in the cereal seed sector

(Only the Finnish text is authentic)

(96/152/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2358/71
of 26 October 1971 on the common organization of the
market in seeds ('), as last amended by the Act of Acces-
sion of Austria, Finland and Sweden and by Regulation
(EC) No 3290/94 (3, and in particular the second para-
graph of Article 8 thereof,

Whereas, in accordance with the abovementioned provi-
sion, Finland may, subject to authorization by the
Commission, grant aid for certain quantities of seeds
produced only in that country as a result of its special
climatic conditions ; whereas, without prejudice to clarifi-
cations with the Council may make under the procedure
laid down in Article 43 of the EC Treaty, the provision in
question, the usefulness of which is not called into ques-
tion, relates to varieties of cereal seeds not covered by the
common organization of the market established by Regu-
lation (EEC) No 2358/71;

Whereas, for those varieties of seed, the Finnish Govern-
ment, by letter dated 13 October 1995 supplemented by
additional information on 9 November 1995, requested
the Commission for authorization to grant farmers the aid
provided for in the abovementioned Article 8 in order to
ensure that appropriate quantities of the products in ques-
tion continue to be available in that country following
accession ;

Whereas the proposed aid meets the requirements laid
down in that provision; whereas it concerns varieties
included in the list of Finnish varieties which, with the
exception of limited quantities cultivated in adjacent
regions, are cultivated only in Finland ; whereas the level
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of this aid and the quantities for which it is to be granted
(corresponding to half the annual requirements of
Finland) are justified in the light of the objective pursued
by the proposed measure,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

Finland is hereby authorized to grant to farmers produ-
cing on its territory cereal seeds of varieties certified by its
legislation, aid not exceeding 15 Finnish Marks per 100
kilogrammes for a maximum quantity of 100 000 tonnes
per year.

Finland shall ensure, by an appropriate inspection system,
that the aid is granted only in respect of the varieties
referred to in the first paragraph. It shall notify the
Commission the list of certified varieties and any amend-
ment to that list.

Article 2

This authorization shall be reviewed during the course of
1999 at the latest.

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to Finland.

Done at Brussels, 2 February 1996.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission



