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COUNCIL DECISION
of 18 March 1980

adopting a programme on the management and storage of radioactive waste
(1980 to 1984)

(80/343/Euratom)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Community, and in particular Article
7 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal submitted by the
Commission (!) after consulting the Scientific and
Technical Committee,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (%),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3),

Whereas the use of nuclear energy inevitably involves
the production of radioactive waste; whereas it is
therefore essential to implement effective solutions to
guarantee the safety and protection of populations and
the environment against the potential risks associated
with the management of such waste ;

Whereas the programme of action of the European
Communities on the environment, which was
approved by the Council of the European Communi-
ties and the Representatives of the Governments of
the Member States meeting in the Council in the
Declaration of 22 November 1973 (%), and of which
the continuation of implementation are contained in
the resolution of 17 May 1977 (5), underlines the need
for Community action on the handling and storage of
radioactive waste, and specifies the content of and
procedures for implementing such action;

Whereas the particular nature of the waste is such as
to require monitoring of its potential effects and rein-
forcement of the projects and research activities under-
taken to ensure the protection of the environment;

Whereas the programme on the management and

storage of radioactive waste adopted by Decision

75/406/Euratom (¢) has yielded positive results and
opened up encouraging prospects of attaining the
desired objectives,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

A programme on the management and storage of
radioactive waste, as defined in the Annex, is hereby
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adopted for a five-year period beginning | January
1980.

Article 2

The upper limit for expenditure commitments and
the number of staff necessary for the execution of the
programme shall be 43 million European units of
account and 10 staff respectively for the duration of
the programme. The European unit of account is
defined in Article 10 of the Financial Regulation of
21 December 1977 applicable to the general budget of
the European Communities (7).

Article 3

The programme shall be reviewed at the end of the
second year. This review may lead to a revision of the
programme in the course of the third year in accor-
dance with the appropriate procedures and after the
Advisory Committee on Programme Management has
been consulted.

Article 4

The Commission shall be responsible for imple-
menting the programme. It shall be assisted in this
task by the Advisory Committee on Programme
Management for the Management and Storage of
Radioactive Waste, the terms of reference and compo-
sition of which were defined in the Council resolution
of 18 July 1977 on advisory committees on research
programme management (3).

Done at Brussels, 18 March 1980.

For the Conuncil
The President
A. RUFFINI
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ANNEX

The aim of the programme is to further the joint development and perfecting of a system of manage-

ment of the radioactive waste produced by the nuclear industry and to ensure, at the various stages,

the best possible protection of the public and the environment.

The programme will cover:

(a) work to solve certain technological problems involved in the processing, storage and disposal of
radioactive waste.

Processing :

immobilization of low- and medium-activity waste ; development of processes and operation
of pilot installations,

conditioning of high-activity waste : fuel claddings and residucs from dissolvers,
processing of medium-activity liquid waste,

processing of waste contaminated by alpha emitters,

examination and evaluation of high-activity solidified waste,

immobilization and storage of gaseous waste.

Storage and disposal :

burial of low-activity solid waste at shallow depth,
storage and disposal in geological formations ;

(b) work to define the general framework for the projects relating to the storage and disposal of
radioactive waste :

evaluation of processes, criteria for the launching of experiments and strategies for waste
management,

studies of the legal, administrative and financial aspects of waste management.

The work described in (a) and (b) will be carried out mainly under contract.



