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COMMISSION DECISION

of 23 December 1977

authorizing Ireland and the United Kingdom to apply special health guarantees
for the prevention of leucosis in the case of bovine animals imported for

breeding or production
(Only the English text is authentic)

(78/ 1 18/EEC)

Whereas Ireland and the United Kingdom have asked
fof authorizations to take effect on 1 January 1978 ;
whereas such authorizations should only be given for
one year during which the Commission will as soon
as possible make proposals to the Council with a view
to laying down Community rules on this matter ;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision
are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Veterinary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

Ireland and the United Kingdom are authorized until
31 December 1978 to require the application of the
health guarantees laid down in Article 2 on entry into
their territory of bovine animals for breeding or
production , originating from the territory of another
Member State and intended for combining with
bovine stock not under suspicion of leucosis .

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 26
June 1964 on animal health problems affecting trade
in bovine animals and swine ('), as last amended by
Directive 77/98 /EEC of 21 December 1976 (2 ), and in
particular Article 8 (2) thereof,

Whereas in accordance with Article 8 (2) of Council
Directive 64/432/EEC, a Member State may be autho­
rized , under the procedure laid down in Article 12
and the conditions fixed under that procedure, to
apply for intra-Community trade, health guarantees
equivalent at most to those required by that Member
State within the framework of a national programme
for the prevention of a contagious or infectious bovine
or swine disease which is not referred to in Annex E
to the abovementioned Directive ;

Whereas by Commission Decision 73/30/EEC of 23
January 1 973 (3 ), as last amended by Decision
77/58/EEC of 22 December 1976 (4), the Federal
Republic of Germany has already, by this procedure ,
been authorized to apply special health guarantees for
the prevention of leucosis in the case of bovine
animals imported for breeding or production ;

Whereas Ireland and the United Kingdom, by letters
of November 1977, have requested permission to
apply special health guarantees in respect of leucosis
for bovine animals imported for breeding or produc­
tion originating in a Member State and intended in
particular for combining with bovine stock not under
suspicion for leucosis ;

Whereas the special health guarantees which Ireland
and the United Kingdom wish to apply in intra­
Community trade in bovine animals for breeding or
production are equivalent at most to those which
these Member States apply within the framework of
their national programmes for the prevention of
leucosis ; whereas their requests can therefore be
granted ;

Article 2

The health guarantees referred to in Article 1 shall
consist of the production of a certificate issued on the
day of embarkation by an official veterinarian, drawn
up, as a minimum requirement, in the language of the
country of destination and certifying :

1 . that the veterinarian has no official knowledge of
facts which would lead him to conclude that a case
of leucosis has occurred within the three preceding
years in the bovine herd stock of origin , and that
the owner of this herd had declared that he has no
knowledge of such facts ;

2 . that during the last 12 months every animal over
two years of age forming part of the bovine herd
stock of origin has been the subject of a blood test
for leucosis, which has given no indication of an
abnormal increase in the number of lymphocytes.

(') OJ No 121 , 29 . 7 . 1964, p . 1977/64 .
(2 ) OJ No L 26, 31 . 1 . 1977, p. 81 .
(3) OJ No L 77, 26 . 3 . 1973 , p. 40 .
(4) OJ No L 11 , 14. 1 . 1977, p. 30 .
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Article 3

The blood test referred to in Article 2 (2) shall comply
with the following requirements :
(a) account shall be taken of the absolute number of

leukocytes and the proportion of lymphocytes .
The total number of lymphocytes per cubic
millimetre shall be the determining factor and
shall be calculated according to the following
formula :
total number of leukocytes per cubic millimetre

x percentage of lymphocytes

of more than five years and not more than six
years — more than 8 000 lymphocytes per cubic
millimetre ;
of more than six years — more than 7 500
lymphocytes per cubic millimetre ;

(c) if the result of the blood test referred to in Article
2 (2) indicates a relatively high lymphocyte count
i.e. a number of lymphocytes less than 2 000
below the figures mentioned in (b), the same
sample must be immediately given a fresh test, the
result of which shall form the basis of the final
evaluation .

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to Ireland and the United
Kingdom .

100

(b) the presence of an abnormal increase in the
number of lymphocytes shall be concluded in the
light of the following data :
for bovine animals :

of more than two years and not more than three
years — more than 10 500 lymphocytes per cubic
millimetre ;
of more than three years and not more than four
years — more than 9 500 lymphocytes per cubic
millimetre ;
of more than four years and not more than five
years — more than 8 500 lymphocytes per cubic
millimetre ;

Done at Brussels , 23 December 1977 .

For the Commission

Finn GUNDELACH

Vice-President


