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VERBATIM REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF 21 JANUARY 2025

IN THE CHAIR: ROBERTA METSOLA

President

1.  Opening of the sitting
President. — The sitting is open.

(The sitting opened at 09:01)

2. Need to enforce the Digital Services Act to protect democracy on social media plat-
forms including against foreign interference and biased algorithms (debate)

President. — The first item is the debate on the Council and Commission statements on the need to enforce the Digital
Services Act to protect democracy on social media platforms, including against foreign interference and biased algo-
rithms (2025/2515(RSP)).

Let me remind you that a new format will be tested during this debate and that there will be no predetermined speakers’
list. So, after the first round of speakers on behalf of all the political groups, Members who received speaking time from
their political groups or the Non-Attached Secretariat will be called to speak and will be reminded by the President of
their allotted speaking time.

Please keep an eye on the screens. You will see the current speaker and the next two speakers displayed. Then, of course,
when your name appears as the next speaker, I would ask you to make your way to the lectern.

The normal rules regarding blue cards and the catch-the-eye procedure will apply to the debate, and we will try to give
as many colleagues as possible speaking time.

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Commissioner, it is a great
pleasure to be here as a presidency in the European institution with direct legitimacy of our societies. We are aware of
challenges, we are aware of expectations, but we are ready to take this responsibility together. As our top priorities:
security and regaining European competitiveness. We are ready as a presidency to work closely with European
Parliament during trilogues, so I hope this will be a very good time for the European Union. So, now let me present
the statement from the Council:

President, honourable Members, Commissioner, thank you for inviting the Council to participate in this very timely and
important debate, especially given the geopolitical context in which we operate. Poland took over the presidency of the
Council of the European Union at a time of uncertainty and concern. We are witnessing, among other things, rising
geopolitical tensions, the erosion of the rule-based international order and hybrid attacks on European democracy and
security.

More recently, increasing instances of interference in political processes in the EU that took place on social media
further contribute to this worrying picture. One of the priorities during our six-month presidency is to strengthen
Europe’s resilience against foreign interference and disinformation. This is a task for both the EU and the individual
Member States. Empowerment of the civil society is a key priority within this area, so that it can effectively contribute to
an online environment free from information manipulation and interference. Equally important are long-term efforts in
the areas of civil education, as well as supporting and protecting the independence of credible media.
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We are certainly not starting from scratch and the Digital Services Act (DSA) is one of the key legislative tools adopted
during the last legislative cycle that plays a role in this process. Let me recall here that the objective of the DSA is to
ensure a safe online environment. It obliges the platforms to tackle illegal content and the social risk that the dissemina-
tion of this information or other content may generate. The rules are clear: very large online platforms must take
measures to manage the risk related to negative effects on democratic and electoral processes. If needed and where
necessary, the platforms must adapt their algorithmic systems and their recommender systems.

The Council is fully supportive of the Commission’s supervision action in this area, as demonstrated by the
Commission’s response to all incidents that have occurred since the DSA came into force. I should also mention the
specific obligation of the supervisory authorities of the Member State, where the service provider is to ensure that the
activities of these big internet companies are compliant with EU law.

What next? The co-legislators request the Commission to conduct a true evaluation of the newly established and com-
prehensive rules in the DSA in the coming years. The first evaluation report should be published as early as in
November this year. This evaluation will be very important. A sound analysis of the issues at stake and of the function-
ing of the available tools is needed before we embark on a revision of very recent legal acts.

President, honourable Members, Commissioner, protecting our citizens online is our duty and requires continuous
efforts to be able to guarantee our democracy and fundamental rights in the digital world. These efforts must be made
in full synergy and cooperation with the digital platforms, which have a decisive role to play, but also with our partners
globally. I can assure you that the Council is fully committed to preserving and defending our values. Thank you very
much for your attention.

Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, democracies
today face an increasing challenge from interference. And indeed, we have seen that social media is one of the vehicles
used.

We have seen it during the past years in the so-called 'doppelganger campaign’, a Russian influence operation on
Facebook and Instagram. We opened formal proceedings on that influence operation under the Digital Services Act.

We have also seen it in the last month in Romania, where the Constitutional Court annulled presidential elections after
declassified documents allege the existence of coordinated manipulation campaign on TikTok. We opened formal pro-
ceedings on that against TikTok.

These are extraordinary events in the history of European democracy. Democracy is a founding value of our Union. Free,
fair and inclusive elections are at the core of democracy. Interference in elections requires a powerful response.

The EU has the most advanced and powerful legal framework for online platforms, balancing freedom and responsibil-
ity: the Digital Services Act. The DSA defines clear responsibilities for all very large online platform providers that
provide services in the EU. The platforms are obliged to conduct a risk assessment and to implement and effectively
enforce mitigating measures, including on electoral processes and civic discourse. They are also subject to independent
audits. Based on the risk assessment, platform providers may have to adjust algorithms, the design of their online
interface and content moderation systems to better mitigate these risks.

It cannot be said often enough that the DSA does not censor content. It creates efficient mechanisms for the removal of
illegal content defined by other EU or national law, such as illegal hate speech, because what is illegal offline is also
illegal online. But beyond supporting compliance with such limited prohibitions, the DSA ensures that anyone is entitled
to express their opinion as protected under the Charter of Fundamental Rights.

The DSA contains strong safeguards to protect freedom of expression on platforms’ users. Transparency is a core
principle of the DSA, giving greater agency to better inform citizens, civil society organisations and others in the DSA
ecosystem.
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The DSA obliged platform providers to be transparent about their terms and conditions, and to set out the main
parameters that underlie their recommender systems. Transparency is a vital precondition to accountability in democ-
racy, where a fact-based debate is combined with strong third-party scrutiny and cooperation with journalists, civil
society organisations, fact checkers and independent researchers. They play a crucial role in providing accountability
and scrutiny of platforms’ mechanisms.

In this context, the Commission has already opened cases against very large online platforms on publicly available access
to data. The Commission is also preparing a delegated act on data access for researchers for the more far-reaching data
access, which is consulted on with stakeholders in the last few months.

Given the many elections taking place last year and this year, the Commission issued guidelines in April 2024 for the
very large online platforms and search engines on the measures they have to take to mitigate risks for electoral integrity.

Rest assured, the Commission takes the enforcement of the DSA very seriously. We have already taken decisive steps.
Since the entry into application of the DSA, 25 very large platforms and search engines were designated and no less
than 10 proceedings were opened: one against X, three against TikTok, one against AliExpress, two each against Meta’s
Facebook and Instagram, and one against Temu. In one case, preliminary findings were adopted and one was already
closed.

Let me say this very clearly: the compliance teams are working at full speed. For example, in recent days, the
Commission has requested X to provide internal documentation on its recommender systems and any recent changes
made to it by 15 February 2025. We have also issued a retention order to X requiring the platform provider to preserve
internal documents and information regarding future changes to the design and functioning of its recommender algo-
rithms. And we have issued a request to access certain X commercial application programming interfaces, so-called APIs.
These are technical interfaces to its content that allow direct fact-finding on content moderation and virality of accounts.

It is important to note that strong and timely enforcement of the DSA requires careful detective work by expert teams,
very solid evidence and also decisions that stand up in the court. During my hearing, I said that I will make sure that we
will double the number of colleagues working on the DSA by the end of 2025 to a team to 200 staff.

The Commission does not work on the DSA in isolation, especially in matters related to election integrity, which require
efforts both at the EU and national level and across institutions and policies. We work very closely with the digital
services coordinators in the European Board for Digital Services, including through the Working Group on Integrity of
the Information Space, and also directly with those digital services coordinators of Member States which have upcoming
elections in their countries.

More generally, we also work with the framework of the European Cooperation Network on Elections, bringing together
national authorities dealing with electoral matters. The network will hold a strategic discussion now on 5 and
6 February, on issues such as the equality of opportunities among political parties and candidates, election integrity
and risk management in electoral contexts.

Honourable Members, the DSA is a responsibility-based system. It provides for codes of conduct to help platforms to
meet their obligations. This is why this week we assessed and confirmed the suitability of the Code of Conduct on Illegal
Hate Speech Online under the DSA. This will strengthen the response against all illegal online hate speech as defined by
different EU and Member State laws, so that hate speech flagged is assessed in 24 hours and removed if necessary.

Focusing on the future, I am also committed to move ahead with the assessment of the Code of Practice on
Disinformation, with a view of issuing an opinion, integrating also this code into the DSA framework. As part of the
Code of Practice on Disinformation, a broad range of signatories agreed on taking on the commitments and targeted
measures to fight disinformation. Meta, Google, Microsoft and TikTok are already signatories of this code. In view of the
threat that disinformation poses to our societies, I expect strong commitments from platform providers to continue
implementing the code with appropriate measures to put this into practice.
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When it comes to elections, the rapid response system of under this code has proven to be very effective, showing the
important contribution that independent fact checkers and civil society can make. They can quickly alert platforms
about time-sensitive content that can pose a threat to the integrity of elections. I count on the signatories and on the
platform providers to make sure that this is applied to all upcoming elections.

Madam President, honourable Members, protecting democracy from the threats it faces today requires a comprehensive
response. We are now preparing the new European democracy shield to address the most severe risk to democracy in
the EU. The shield will aim to combat foreign information manipulation, interference and disinformation. It aims to
strengthen the EU’s ability to detect, analyse and proactively counter threats. It will also address domestic threats to
democracy.

We do not start this work from scratch. The shield will build on the work already done on the European democracy
action plan and the defence of democracy package. Commissioner McGrath is leading the work with my close collabora-
tion and working together also with other members of the College.

Soon we will launch consultations to shape up the upcoming shield. I am eager to hear the valuable contributions that
Parliament will bring to this very important initiative, especially the new special committee on the democracy shield.

I want to assure you that the Commission is extremely committed to protect European democracy and civic discourse.
The Commission is fully dedicated to use all the tools we have at disposal to defend our democracies. I remain fully
available to hear your views as we work together to achieve this common goal. Thank you for your attention.

Andreas Schwab, im Namen der PPE-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissarin, Herr Vertreter des Rates! Zunichst
einmal vielen Dank dafiir, dass Sie heute Morgen — sowohl der Rat als auch die Kommission — hier deutlich gemacht
haben, dass das Gesetz iiber digitale Dienste gilt, dass es heute gilt, dass es morgen gilt und dass es auch noch iibermor-
gen gelten wird und dass wir es anwenden werden. Zum Zweiten, Frau Kommissarin, mochte ich Thnen — auch im
Namen der EVP-Fraktion — daftir danken, dass Sie der Anwendung des Gesetzes iiber digitale Dienste — vor allem der
rechtssicheren Anwendung — Vorrang einrdumen vor der Schnelligkeit, die wir moglicherweise momentan verlangen
mogen. Uns kommt es als EVP-Fraktion darauf an, dass die Entscheidungen, die auf Basis des Gesetzes iiber digitale
Dienste getroffen werden, am Ende rechtssicher sind und vor Gericht bestehen kénnen.

Da wir heute Morgen, Frau Prisidentin, ja ein neues Rednerformat ausprobieren, erlaube ich mir, einfach nochmal kurz
darzustellen — wenn der normale Betrachter, als der Binnenmarktausschuss im Jahr 2022 das Gesetz vorbereitet hat,
vielleicht nicht alle Details verfolgt hat —, nochmals auf ein paar Kernpunkte zuriickzukommen, die den Inhalt des
Gesetzes iiber digitale Dienste gelenkt haben. Das Ziel war nimlich gerade, die Meinungsfreiheit auch im digitalen
Zeitalter zu sichern und gleichzeitig den Schutz des allgemeinen Personlichkeitsrechts aller Biirgerinnen und Biirger in
der Europiischen Union zu erhalten.

Von der Problemlage sind sowohl Social-Media-Plattformen wie auch Fernsehen und Zeitungen Verstirker im 6ffentli-
chen Diskurs. Sie erreichen es, Aufmerksamkeit zu schaffen. Wahrend die Zeitung von gestern aber im Papierkorb
landet, bleibt der Beitrag auf der Plattform eben aktuell, auch wenn er eine Beleidigung enthilt, auch wenn er terroris-
tische Inhalte enthilt. Deswegen ist die Herangehensweise bei Social-Media-Plattformen eben fiir den Gesetzgeber ein
Stiick weit komplizierter, wenn wir wollen, dass der demokratische Diskurs auch dort fair bleiben soll. Deswegen miis-
sen die Plattformen nicht erst seit dem DSA, aber mit dem DSA — eben auch mit der Kontrolle der Europiischen
Kommission — Regeln durchsetzen, die in Europa schon viel linger gelten, als es digitale Plattformen gibt. Sie miissen
hoéhere Anforderungen erfillen, als es die Zeitungen mussten, moglicherweise, weil diese am nédchsten Tag im Papierkorb
verschwunden sind. Aber das geschieht, um die Meinungsfreiheit durchzusetzen.

Wir miissen leider feststellen, dass — anders als die traditionellen Medien — Social Media in den vergangenen Jahren
bewiesen haben, dass sie mit der Durchsetzung der Meinungsfreiheit nicht so streng sind, wie sie es eigentlich nach
dem Gesetz sein miissten. Jedes Land hat seine eigenen Gesetze. Ich spreche Deutsch, deswegen komme ich auf einen
Fall von Renate Kinast zu sprechen. Der Europdische Gerichtshof hat 2019 schon entschieden, dass Onlineplattformen
im Einzelfall, um das Personlichkeitsrecht durchzusetzen, eben sehr wohl hiandisch sicherstellen miissen, dass dort keine
falschen Beitrige verbreitet werden. Die Plattformen haben sich geweigert, diese Malinahmen entsprechend umzusetzen.
Sie haben am Ende auch vor Gericht versucht, diese Durchsetzung des Schutzes des allgemeinen Personlichkeitsrechts
wirklich umzusetzen. Deswegen wollen wir, dass die Europdische Kommission all diese eingeleiteten Verfahren, die
gerade erwihnt wurden, bis zum Ende durchfiihrt, mit dem Ziel, die Meinungsfreiheit in Europa in 27 unterschiedlichen
nationalen Offentlichkeiten mit 27 unterschiedlichen Detailregelungen, die die Regeln dort betreffen, so durchzusetzen,

6/148 ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

0J C, 9.10.2025 EN

dass wir in Europa auch in Zukunft sagen konnen: Demokratie lebt von Demokraten, und die Meinungsfreiheit lebt von
Pluralitit.

Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo SED. — Seflora presidenta, nos encontramos en un momento crucial para la
defensa de nuestras democracias. Lo que hace apenas un tiempo parecia una oportunidad de conectar a las personas, de
fortalecer nuestras sociedades, lo que debia ser una herramienta de progreso, hoy se ha convertido en un arma peligrosa
en manos de quienes buscan dividir y socavar nuestras instituciones.

La interferencia electoral y los algoritmos manipulados en las redes sociales son una amenaza directa a nuestros valores
europeos. En los dltimos meses hemos visto como Elon Musk y su red social X se han convertido en el principal
megéfono de la extrema derecha con su apoyo a Trump y Weidel a través de bulos y mensajes de odio. También
hemos sido testigos de la decision de Zuckerberg de eliminar los programas de verificacion de datos en Meta en un
acto de complicidad con la mentira y con la manipulacién.

En esta situacién, sefiora Virkkunen, debemos preguntarnos dénde estd la respuesta de la Comisién Europea. ¢Dénde
estdn las medidas contundentes para frenar los abusos de los oligarcas digitales? El silencio inicial de la Comisién frente
a la amenaza en los primeros momentos de este ataque no es aceptable. La inaccién no es neutralidad, es complicidad.
Por eso también, por supuesto, damos la bienvenida a las medidas anunciadas por la Comisién la pasada semana de
pedir mds informacién a X para poder finalizar la investigacion que hay abierta, pero tenemos que continuar.

Desde la Unién Europea debemos ser ejemplo de firmeza y liderazgo. La ciudadania espera acciones claras. No basta con
legislar, debemos garantizar la aplicacién efectiva de nuestras normas. Nuestro mensaje a Zuckerberg y a quienes piensan
que las redes sociales estdn por encima de la democracia es claro: no son intocables. El sefior Musk debe entender que la
democracia no es el lujo que pueden comprar, sino que es la esencia de nuestra convivencia.

Es el momento de aplicar el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales, una ley que nos proporciona herramientas claras, inclui-
das multas significativas. Al mismo tiempo, debemos impulsar las redes sociales europeas y tenemos que adoptar con
urgencia la Directiva sobre responsabilidad en materia de inteligencia artificial. Si en 2022 el Consejo prohibié las
actividades de Sputnik y Rusia Today en la Unién Europea, no podemos caer en dobles raseros. No tenemos otra
alternativa que poner coto a las redes sociales que no cumplen la ley.

Pero, ademds de ejecutar y regular, debemos recordar a la oligarquia digital por qué somos la Unién Europea. Somos la
Unién Europea porque defendemos la libertad de expresion en su verdadero sentido, como un pilar de nuestras demo-
cracias, no como un terreno de juego para la manipulacién y el odio. Somos la Unién Europea porque creemos en el
poder transformador de la verdad y la democracia. Somos la Uni6én Europea porque la libertad de expresién no significa
libertad para desinformar, libertad para mentir. La libertad de expresién no puede justificar las mentiras que destruyen
sociedades ni los bulos que alimentan divisiones. La historia nos ha mostrado una y otra vez los peligros de la propa-
ganda y la manipulacién. No hace tanto tiempo que ocurrié y puede volver a ocurrir ahora.

Sefiorias, tenemos los instrumentos. Tenemos la responsabilidad de proteger nuestras democracias. La verdad no es
negociable. Hagamos que los magnates digitales entiendan las palabras del gran poeta espafiol Antonio Machado: «La
verdad es lo que es y sigue siendo la verdad, aunque se piense al revés».

Virginie Joron, au nom du groupe PfE. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, Monsieur Szlapka, mes chers
collegues, hasard du calendrier: pendant qu'Ursula est avec les mondialistes a Davos, nous parlons encore aujourd’hui du
réglement sur les services numériques, que beaucoup veulent utiliser a des fins politiques. Elections annulées en
Roumanie, élections contestées en Géorgie, échéances électorales cette année en Allemagne, en Pologne, en Hongrie, au
Danemark: cest la panique dans le «camp du bien». Et quel aveu — «Nous I'avons fait en Roumanie, nous pouvons le
refaire si nécessaire en Allemagne» — signé Thierry Breton, ancien commissaire européen et nouvel employé de Bank of
Americal
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Renforcer le DSA avec la création d'une commission spéciale «Bouclier démocratique», avec la censure, avec I'interdiction
de TikTok, de X... Mais quand tous les médias subventionnés faisaient campagne pour Macron, cela ne génait personne
ici. L'obsession de nombreux leaders, en France et en Europe, contre Musk et sa supposée emprise sur nos démocraties
en dit long sur ce que nous sommes devenus. Un pays et un continent frileux, immobiles, gouvernés par la peur de
perdre le pouvoir. Des années que vous étes des enfants gités pourris par une presse a vos ordres. Incapables daccepter
leurs échecs, certains ici déclarent cranement quitter X. Et la Tesla, vous allez la briiler?

En fait, cette volonté de renforcer le DSA, ce n'est pas pour protéger les consommateurs européens, mais pour controler
le bulletin de vote des électeurs. Pourtant, les meilleures réponses, ce sont l'innovation, I'ambition et la concurrence et,
ne vous déplaise, le camp des Patriotes au pouvoir. Comme le dit Madame le Commissaire, 'objectif du DSA est la
protection des droits fondamentaux. J'appelle donc la Commission a la raison, a ne pas céder aux injonctions des
mauvais perdants. Oui, la liberté d’'expression, comme la liberté de penser, est un droit fondamental.

Nicola Procaccini, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signora Presidente, signora Vicepresidente Virkkunen, grazie per la Sua
presenza, onorevoli colleghi, francamente questo dibattito giunge in un momento sospetto.

I fatto che l'abbia voluto soprattutto la sinistra e le parole che ho sentito adesso della collega socialista alimentano
questo sospetto. Il mio sospetto ¢ che la perdita del dominio politico sulle piattaforme social stia facendo impazzire le
sinistre a ogni latitudine.

Quando esercitavate un controllo asfissiante sul dibattito politico attraverso i social network, stabilendo chi poteva
parlare e cosa si poteva dire, non sentivate il bisogno di un dibattito come questo.

Al contrario, noi conservatori europei ne sentivamo allora il bisogno, e sentivamo il bisogno di uno strumento come il
DSA, per proteggere innanzitutto i minori dai pericoli della rete e per difendere la liberta di parola che veniva odiosa-
mente compressa.

La stragrande maggioranza di noi voto a favore per questo, perché ci sembrava incredibile che Twitter potesse chiudere
laccount del presidente democraticamente eletto Donald Trump e lasciare indisturbato l'ayatollah Khamenei di minac-
ciare il mondo con i suoi tweet. Volevamo garantire agli utenti il diritto di adire un vero giudice, non un fact checker, se
ingiustamente privati della liberta di parola.

A differenza vostra, noi non pensiamo di possedere la verita, siamo solo degli appassionati cercatori della verita e
sappiamo di poterla trovare solo attraverso un dibattito aperto tra opinioni diverse, che deve essere garantito sempre,
su internet come nella realta.

Il DSA ¢ uno strumento: deve essere usato nel modo giusto, evitando pregiudizi, abusi e l'imposizione di un «pensiero
unico».

La verita € che da circa duecento anni, dai tempi di Alexis de Tocqueville, ¢ sempre la stessa storia: noi ci poniamo dalla
parte della liberta, voi dall’altra.

Sandro Gozi, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, il fut un temps, pas si lointain, ou les grandes plate-
formes se bousculaient pour nous faire savoir combien notre stratégie était pertinente et novatrice. Honorés, mais pas
naifs, nous avions quelques doutes quant aux élans progressistes des plateformes américaines. Aujourd’hui, nos doutes se
confirment: X bafoue nos régles, Meta abandonne la vérification des faits et Google fait mine d’ignorer nos exigences de
transparence pour la publicité politique.

Alors, ol en sommes-nous? En plein Far West numérique. Que faire? La Commission européenne doit agir. Pas demain,
maintenant. Madame la Vice-Présidente, je vous ai écoutée: vous devez garantir I'application stricte du DSA sans délai ni
compromis. Tout est clair: appliquez les régles, appliquez les sanctions.
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Et puis il y a Elon Musk: un génie industriel, c’est indéniable, mais qui est bien plus que cela aujourd’hui, car il concentre
un pouvoir — financier, politique, numérique — hors norme. En dirigeant X et en devenant membre de 'administration
Trump, il franchit des limites. Pas les siennes, les notres. Ici, en Europe, nos regles et nos valeurs ne sont pas un libre-
service pour les ambitions personnelles ou idéologiques.

On dit parfois que la liberté d’expression est menacée, mais ce n’est pas vrai. Ce qui est vrai, c'est que la loi s'applique a
tous. Dura lex, sed lex. La situation est grave: contenus illégaux, manipulations algorithmiques, risques systémiques — tout
est clair. Ce nest donc pas le moment de courber I'échine ou de jouer chacun pour soi. Le moment est venu d'étre
fermes, d’avoir du courage, en Européens.

Alexandra Geese, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, Executive Vice-President Virkkunen, colleagues,
the tech oligarchs are assaulting our democracy. Elon Musk is interfering with elections in the US and in Europe,
enhancing the visibility of his own account and of far-right accounts, flooding everybody’s timelines with the content
of his choice. And that’s a choice of a guy who, yesterday at the inauguration, chose to make a Nazi salute.

Mark Zuckerberg’s algorithms push hateful content and foreign propaganda and disinformation. And, as the whistle-
blower Frances Haugen told us, that is not what people like, what people choose. It's what they engage with because it
makes them angry.

Executive Vice-President, 10 days ago, you still told German media there was no proof for Elon Musk interfering with
the algorithms. That is true. But that’s the great thing about Europe, about the DSA and your job. You are the one who
can prove it, and you're the only one in the world who has a legal basis to build a sound, court-proof case. After weeks
of silence vis-a-vis the attacks by Musk, Zuckerberg and Trump, now you need to go strong and fast.

I have three measures that I would propose the European Commission now takes: urgent investigations in all relevant,
very large online platforms to identify and stop the mechanisms that lead to disinformation spreading so much faster
than information.

Second, we need to protect elections right now. And there’s a very easy solution to stop this manipulation: stop the
recommender systems. Let people choose the content they want, without Elon Musk or Mark Zuckerberg imposing the
content of their choice on people.

And three, we need to send a very clear signal that the EU supports better social media that cannot be controlled by
tech oligarchs, for example, Mastodon, for example, the initiative Free Our Feeds, and many others out there.

Colleagues, we have seen the tech oligarchs yesterday standing behind President Trump. They will not stand down with
their enormous power, their enormous wealth, control over information and networks, use of artificial intelligence, the
willingness to ignore rules. They will never respect us if we don’t stand up to them. You have the choice: kneel in front
of unelected tech oligarchs or use the DSA to fight for the citizens who actually elected us. I have my choice. I will...

(The President cut off the speaker)

Carola Rackete, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prisidentin! Vor wenigen Tagen haben wir die Dystopie erlebt, in
der Wahrheit und Liige sich vollkommen in Luft auflésen. Die Chefin der AfD behauptete in einem Gesprich auf X mit
Elon Musk, Hitler sei Kommunist gewesen. Dabei wurden Kommunisten vom Naziregime zu Tausenden in Lagern
ermordet. Grundsitzlich ist aber das Problem, dass X sehr systematisch {iberhaupt keine Moderation von Beitrdgen
mehr vornimmt und die Algorithmen die Reichweite rechtsextremer Beitrige verstirken.
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In Deutschland miissen wir dringend das AfD-Verbotsverfahren voranbringen. Aber hier in der EU erwarte ich, dass die
Kommission entschlossen gegen Hass und Hetze auf allen Plattformen vorgeht und alle Méglichkeiten des Digital Services
Act ausnutzt. Deutschland steht kurz vor der Wahl. Deswegen muss die EU ein Eilverfahren gegen X durchsetzen und
dafiir sorgen, dass uber diese Plattform keine Desinformationskampagnen oder Wahlbeeinflussung aus dem Ausland,
etwa von Musk, aber auch von Russland, umgesetzt werden. Die Kommission kann doch mit Geldstrafen sanktionieren
oder auch die Plattformen abschalten, wenn die Probleme mit der Moderation fortbestehen. Brasilien hat uns das vorge-
macht.

Elon Musk, der reichste Mann der Welt, hat Twitter zu einer Propagandaplattform umgebaut. Musk ist aktuell Sonder-
berater fiir Staatskiirzungen fiir Donald Trump, der vor vier Jahren einen gewalttitigen Angriff auf das Kapitol und die
US-Demokratie befohlen hat und im aktuellen Wahlkampf offen gesagt hat, dass es keine weiteren Wahlen geben soll. Er
wird die USA zu einer Autokratie umbauen, und X wird ihm dabei helfen. Wenn die EU so agiert wie die beiden
Administrationen — zu langsam, zu vorsichtig, ohne alle juristischen Mittel auszuschopfen —, dann ist das Resultat:
mehr antisemitischer, antimuslimischer Frauen- und transfeindlicher Hass, mehr Gewalt nicht nur im Netz, sondern
auch auf der Strafle. Die Demokratie muss sich verteidigen, und die Kommissarin ist dafiir verantwortlich.

Milan Uhrik, za skupinu ESN. — VdZend pani predsedajica, liberdlni kolegovia, prosim vds, nerobte z I'udi na socidlnych
sietach hlupdkov a nehrajte sa, Ze vam ide o nejaki ochranu demokracie prostrednictvom zavddzania cenziry. Kolegovia
tu spominali nejakych nezévislych fact-checkerov. Ja len pripomeniem, ze v Nemecku md na starosti ten tzv. fact-checking
nejaky Ahmed Heikel Ghaffar, moslim, mimochodom, a na Slovensku to ma na starosti mimovlddna organizécia, ktord
je platend a financovand priamo aj Eurpskou komisiou. O akej nezévislosti to, prosim vés, rozprévate? Samotni maji-
telia socidlnych sieti prizndvajd, Ze st vladami tla¢eni k cenzdre. Mark Zuckerberg jasne povedal, Ze ho americkd vlada
tlacila k cenzurovaniu negativnych informdcif o...

(ndmietky)

Shut up, please.

(predsedajtica odobrala recnikovi slovo)

President. — OK, that you cannot say. Mr Uhrik, I have to cut off your microphone now. I'm sorry, no matter what, you
do not tell your colleagues to shut up, even if you disagree.

Pablo Arias Echeverria (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora vicepresidenta de la Comisién, con la llegada del nuevo
presidente de los Estados Unidos vemos cémo en el dmbito digital los gigantes digitales estin moviendo sus fichas. Hoy
en dia, estas plataformas reinen una enorme capacidad y cantidad de usuarios y ejercen una influencia innegable,
representando para nuestra sociedad una nueva manera de comunicarse, informarse y opinar. Sin embargo, parece que
en esta partida no hay limites, solo los intereses de los jugadores, que disfrazan bajo el argumento de libertad de
expresion.

En la Unién Europea tenemos limites y normas claras: nuestros valores y principios plasmados en el Reglamento
de Servicios Digitales que, como ha dicho la vicepresidenta Virkkunen, se basan en la transparencia y la proteccién de
la libertad de expresion, pero también en la lucha contra la desinformacion.

El Reglamento de Servicios Digitales —que no entra a regular el contenido ni a censurar opiniones— establece limites
para proteger nuestros valores, la integridad de nuestras democracias, los derechos de nuestros ciudadanos y la compe-
titividad de nuestras empresas, garantizando seguridad juridica para todas las partes, pero si plantea respuestas claras
contra el contenido ilegal y las injerencias extranjeras en los procesos electorales.

Por ello, el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales debe cumplirse con rigor. Exigimos que las plataformas asuman su parte
de responsabilidad y cumplan con los objetivos y las obligaciones del Reglamento de Servicios Digitales en materia de
moderacion de contenido. Sin embargo, también es necesario que desde aqui garanticemos el cumplimiento estricto de
nuestras normas, siempre respaldadas por investigaciones y pruebas, y no por opiniones o creencias. Para reforzar
nuestra democracia, nuestra confianza y credibilidad, las normas que adoptemos deben cumplirse con rigor.
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(El orador acepta responder a una pregunta formulada con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

Brigitte van den Berg (Renew), blue-card question. — Mr Arias, I'm very happy to hear you say that we should be strict
on the DSA, but don’t you think that this Commissioner should present more concrete, more direct and more immedi-
ate and binding measures to safeguard our democracy against foreign interference, and especially now? Can we agree on
that?

Pablo Arias Echeverria (PPE), respuesta de «tarjeta azul». — Muchas gracias por la pregunta. Yo creo que la Comisién ha
hecho y ha respondido claramente a lo que se ha planteado como una injerencia por parte de algunas plataformas o
algunos usuarios de las plataformas. Por tanto, yo creo que el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales estd planteado perfec-
tamente y creo también que la Comision estd dando la respuesta que debe dar. Esto se debe basar en pruebas. Los
Estados miembros tienen que plantear los contenidos ilegales a la Comisién y esta tiene que simplemente recopilar
esas pruebas, abrir el expediente, en caso de que sea necesario, y ejercer el poder y la responsabilidad que le corre-
sponde.

Alex Agius Saliba (S&D). — Madam President, when we saw Musk walking into the Twitter office with a sink two years
ago, did we expect things to escalate so quickly? It is sinking in that tech billionaires going rogue pose an existential
threat to democracy in Europe. Meta’s Zuckerberg has joined in and urged the newly inaugurated Trump to force the EU
to roll back European rules.

We cannot accept these provocations and interferences with democratic processes when Musk uses X to support the far-
right AfD and algorithms are tweaked to spread disinformation in the process. The silence from the European
Commission and the lack of appropriate reaction have been deafening. In this game with bullies from the other side
of the Atlantic, we must show strength and determination.

We would be making a fool of ourselves if, after spending the last five years creating a digital acquis, we did not even
sovereignly enforce the common European rules when the first difficulties arose. Investigations have been launched into
X and other platforms, but none have been concluded. We have penalties, up to 6 % of the global revenue, but to be
credible, these should be applied more swiftly. The announced Commission’s European Democracy Shield looks ridicu-
lous if they didn’t apply existing European rules.

Besides defending fact-checking, we should also invest in fact-telling. We cannot rely on US tech oligarchs to provide us
with platforms for trustworthy information. We need to invest in alternative digital infrastructure in Europe, a Eurostack
with an EU-made and democracy-proof alternative for social networking platforms. European citizens deserve a safe
digital public space where quality journalism can find its place.

Tom Vandendriessche (PfE). — Voorzitter, de Europese Unie leest de hele wereld graag de les op het vlak van mensen-
rechten en democratie, maar in werkelijkheid is zij zelf een toonbeeld van censuur en totalitaire controle geworden. Met
de Digital Services Act beweren ze de sociale media tegen zogenaamde desinformatie en haatspraak te beschermen, maar
in werkelijkheid willen ze de machthebbers beschermen tegen het democratisch protest van hun burgers.

Toen Elon Musk een interview deed met Alice Weidel van de Alternative fur Deutschland, schakelde de Europese Unie
maar liefst 150 ambtenaren in om te controleren of er mogelijk iets verkeerd zou zijn gezegd. Voormalig Europees
Commissaris Thierry Breton deed er nog een schepje bovenop. Mochten de verkiezingen in Duitsland niet het gewenste
resultaat opleveren, dan, verklaarde hij, zouden ze deze met de Digital Services Act gewoon kunnen annuleren, zoals
eerder ook al in Roemenié gebeurde.

Wat zij haatspraak noemen, is eigenlijk gewoon tegenspraak. Wat zij desinformatie noemen, is eigenlijk gewoon een
andere mening hebben. En dat willen de machthebbers duidelijk niet, omdat ze altijd aan de macht willen blijven,
ongeacht wat de burger over hun waanzinnig beleid denkt. Vrije meningsuiting is geen gunst van de Europese Unie,
maar is een fundamenteel recht, dat we ons niet mogen laten afnemen.

(De spreker stemt ermee in om te antwoorden op een “blauwe kaart™-vraag)
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Martin$ Stakis (Verts/ALE), blue-card question. — My question is, what more can American and Chinese platforms do to
continue to undermine democracy in Europe? Should they eliminate fact checking entirely or promote hate speech more
aggressively, or maybe interfere more bluntly in our elections or design algorithms that expose our children to harmful
content? Perhaps Elon Musk, who allegedly gave a Nazi salute twice yesterday, can convince you that it’s time for strong
and decisive action to stop these unhinged tech-oligarchs.

Tom Vandendriessche (PfE), “blauwe kaart™-antwoord. — Het zal u misschien verbazen, collega, maar een waarheid die
beschermd moet worden door censuur, die heeft een naam. Dat is een leugen. Dat is een waarheid die geen stand kan
houden.

Als u spreekt over het beinvloeden van verkiezingen door buitenlandse actoren of techplatformen, dan kan ik alleen
maar zeggen: laat de markt van vrije ideeén bloeien. Laat duizend bloemen bloeien, zoals Mao zei — misschien een van
uw inspiratoren om tot deze conclusie te komen. En dan denk ik gewoon dat we vertrouwen moeten hebben in de
mening van onze burgers.

Laat het debat gevoerd worden. Laat iedereen zijn mening zeggen en iedereen ook het recht hebben om een andere
mening te ontvangen. Want dat is waar nergens over gesproken wordt: shadow bending. Het heimelijk verhinderen van
het ontvangen van boodschappen is een dagelijkse praktijk op sociale media. Ik denk dat we het moeten verhinderen.

Piotr Miiller (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Szanowni Panstwo! Kiedy was stucham, to nie mam watpliwosci.
Faktycznie, demokracja i wolno$¢ slowa w Europie jest zagrozona. Ale z zupelnie innych powoddéw, niz méwi tutaj
lewa strona sceny politycznej. Przede wszystkim dlatego, ze wy chcecie bawi¢ si¢ w wielkiego brata. Chcecie si¢ bawi¢ w
cenzora, ktéry bedzie decydowal, co jest prawda, a co nig nie jest.

I tak naprawde dzisiaj na tej sali dyskutujemy o tym, w jaki spos6b chcecie wprowadzi¢ mechanizmy cenzury prewen-
cyjnej, ktére od lat byly doskonale znane w latach komunizmu w Europie Wschodniej. Dzisiaj méwicie o tym, ze
przeszkadza wam to, zeby ludzie sami decydowali na bazie faktow, co jest prawda, a co nie jest gotowym rozwigzaniem,
ktére wy chcecie zaserwowaé osobom w internecie.

Dzisiaj méwimy o tym, ze media spoleczno$ciowe powinny by¢ wolne. Powinny by¢ wolne od cenzury i waszych
rozwigzan, ktére proponujecie. I niektérym z was wydaje si¢, ze wiecie lepiej, co jest prawda, ale naprawde uwierzcie,
obywatele s3 w stanie jg rozr6znié. Pod jednym warunkiem: ze zapewnicie im wolno$¢ do oceny.

(Mdwca zgodzit si¢ na pytanie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki)

Markéta Gregorovd (Verts/ALE), blue-card question. — I feel really strange hearing all of this from especially this side, so
you will be the one to take my question about it. I feel like you did not really read the DSA, which we are discussing
today, because you talk about censorship. Can you explain how legislation which makes the influence of a few chosen
ones on our minds and lives transparent is censoring anyone?

The only ones who need to be a little bit more upfront and open — so more transparent — are the big owners of the big
tech such as Mr Musk. So can you tell me why Mr Musk’s freedom of speech, so-called, on a platform which he owns, is
more important to you than what your citizens and what your voters know?

Piotr Miiller (ECR), odpowiedZ na pytanie zadane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki. — Dzigkuje za to pytanie. Ono jest
bardzo trafne. Powiem Pani, czego si¢ obawiam. Obawiam si¢ migdzy innymi tego, ze Komisja Europejska do tej pory
nie udzielifa informacji, jakie dzialania podejmowala wobec Platformy X, jezeli chodzi o prewencyjna cenzurg.
Dwukrotnie pytalem o to Komisje Europejska i do tej pory nie mam odpowiedzi, czy takie propozycje prewencyjnej
cenzury wobec X byly kierowane, czy nie. Komisja nie chce mi odpowiedzie¢ i oczekujg, ze to zrobi. To jest pierwsza
rzecz.

Druga rzecz, mam wrazenie, ze DSA w r¢kach tej Komisji Europejskiej ma by¢ traktowany jako wlasnie rodzaj prewen-
cyjnej cenzury. Dlaczego? Poniewaz wy uwazacie, ze wy decydujecie, co jest treicig zla, a co jest treScig dobra. I to jest
ta zasadnicza réznica.
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Svenja Hahn (Renew). — Frau Prisidentin! Ja, dass wir Meinungsfreiheit haben, merkt man {ibrigens auch an einigen
vollig faktenbefreiten Beitrdgen hier heute Morgen. Deswegen noch einmal fir die Kollegen von rechts zum Mitschrei-
ben: Der DSA ist kein Instrument der Zensur, er ist ein Instrument zur Durchsetzung geltenden Rechts. Und er soll uns
vor allem wehrhaft machen gegen illegale Aktivititen und Beeinflussung von autokratischen Regimen und auch von
Plattformen, die unsere Demokratie untergraben wollen, wie auch einige hier in diesem Hause das tun.

Deshalb ist es inakzeptabel, wenn der neue US-Vizeprasident NATO-Unterstiitzung an Narrenfreiheit fur Musk koppeln
mochte oder US-Unternehmen sich nicht an unsere Gesetze halten sollen. Trumps Prasidentschaft wird eine massive
Herausforderung, weil er uns zeigt, wie schwach wir wirtschaftlich und sicherheitspolitisch sind.

Aber statt Schnappatmung und moralischem Zeigefinger sollten wir auch bereit sein, uns an die eigene Nase zu fassen.
Denn Innovation zu regulieren schafft kein Wachstum. Innovation kommt aus den USA und China, und die EU steht fir
Regulierung. Die USA waren immer unser wichtigster Partner, egal, wer im Weiflen Haus saf8. Wir miissen gegeniiber
den Trump-USA unsere Interessen, aber auch unsere Werte mit einem knallharten Kurs von Pragmatismus vertreten.
Und das heift vor allen Dingen: Wirtschaft entfesseln und Sicherheit stirken bei uns.

(Die Rednerin ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte zu antworten.)

Alexander Sell (ESN), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Vielen Dank, Frau Hahn, dass Sie die Frage zulassen.
Ich lese Thnen mal einen Satz vor aus der Charta der Grundrechte der EU: ,Jede Person hat das Recht auf freie Meinung-
sduf8erung. Dieses Recht schliefSt die Meinungsfreiheit und die Freiheit ein, Informationen und Ideen ohne behordliche
Eingriffe und ohne Riicksicht auf Staatsgrenzen zu empfangen und weiterzugeben®. Das ist die Charta der Grundrechte
der EU. Es geht um unsere Meinungsfreiheit, die eine wichtige Voraussetzung fiir unsere Demokratie ist. Mich wundert
es, dass Sie als Angehorige einer liberalen — selbsternannten liberalen — Partei hier das Wort ergreifen fiir Zensur und
Einschrinkung der Meinungsfreiheit und damit auch gegen die Grundrechte dieser EU verstoflen. Wie erkliren Sie sich
das, dass Sie in der liberalen Partei sitzen? Wiren Sie nicht besser aufgehoben bei den Linken oder bei den Griinen?

Svenja Hahn (Renew), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Gerade in Deutschland hat der DSA
iibrigens das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz abgeschafft und hat damit ganz essenziell die Meinungsfreiheit gestirkt. Sie
merken das auch selber: Sie konnen sehr viel Quatsch verzapfen, weil das halt von einer Meinungsfreiheit gedeckt ist. Es
geht um illegale Inhalte, und die haben weder offline noch online etwas zu suchen in unserer Gesellschaft.

Diana Riba i Giner (Verts/ALE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, es poco probable que ustedes acaben escu-
chando mi intervencién de hoy en el Pleno en una plataforma social; y esto es, precisamente, el poder que tienen estas
plataformas y sus algoritmos en nuestro dia a dia: su capacidad de influir o decidir lo que ves, lo que lees y, eventual-
mente, lo que compras, lo que piensas y lo que votas.

Y este es su modelo de negocio: mantenernos enganchados a las pantallas con una férmula que mezcla desinformacion y
discursos racistas, machistas y profundamente reaccionarios; unos algoritmos que nos bombardean con contenidos que
parecen sacados de un manifiesto fascista; un modelo que llena los bolsillos de las grandes tecnoldgicas mientras arrasa
con los valores democraticos.

Y, detras de él, un club de tech bros que ayer se sentaban a la derecha de Trump, que usaban saludos nazis sin reparo y
que apoyaban abiertamente a fuerzas politicas antieuropeistas y antidemocraticas.

Debemos actuar con contundencia y con un mensaje claro, también para la extrema derecha que aqui habla de censura:
en la Unién Europea tenemos unas reglas del juego que deben ser respetadas, y quienes pongan en peligro nuestra
democracia tendrdn que enfrentar las consecuencias.

Exigir el cumplimiento del Reglamento de Servicios Digitales —que demanda transparencia y responsabilidad a las
plataformas— es existencial para hacer frente a esta oleada populista y reaccionaria que pone en peligro todas las
salvaguardas democréticas.
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(La oradora se niega a que Alexander Jungbluth le formule una pregunta con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

Leila Chaibi (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, il était une fois un milliardaire de la Silicon Valley, réactionnaire et
mégalomane, qui décida de racheter un réseau social trés puissant pour en faire son jouet de propagande. Elon Musk n'a
été élu par personne, et pourtant il a un poids politique démesuré. Aprés avoir ceuvré pour influencer les élections
américaines, il décide maintenant de s'attaquer aux élections européennes. Sous couvert de liberté d’expression, il défend
en réalité I'obligation de penser, I'obligation de penser comme lui. Donc il va, ici et 1a, soutenir la candidate de 'extréme
droite allemande, héritiere directe des nazis, promouvoir du contenu réactionnaire ou attaquer le Premier ministre
britannique. Et comment réagit la Commission européenne? Avec un petit communiqué de presse pour dire que nos
valeurs démocratiques sont fondamentales. Cest le loup contre l'agneau, mais ici, I'agneau n'essaye méme pas de se
battre.

Madame la Commissaire Virkkunen, Monsieur le Commissaire McGrath, qu'attendez-vous? Qu’Elon Musk nous mange
tout entiers? Il faut réagir. Nous devons d’abord imposer a X la transparence des algorithmes, comme le permet le DSA.
Et si nous n'obtenons pas cela, nous devons interdire X, qui fait de I'ingérence sur notre continent. Il est également grand
temps de créer un réseau social public et européen. L'Union européenne ne doit pas étre un open bar pour Musk et ses
copains. S'ils veulent étre présents sur notre continent, ils doivent respecter les regles.

Christine Anderson (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Sie wollen also die Demokratie schiitzen und halten es fiir ein probates
Mittel, die freie Meinungsdufferung zu regulieren. Das dafiir geschaffene Instrument — der DSA — schiitzt aber nicht die
Demokratie — im Gegenteil! Es ist Thr verzweifelter Versuch, die Kontrolle iiber den Meinungskorridor zu sichern und
dafiir zu sorgen, dass Thre Desinformation unwidersprochen bleibt. Facebook, Google, X und Co. beenden Factchecking,
wollen nicht linger nach Regierungsvorgaben ihre Plattformen zensieren, und Sie hyperventilieren. Damit bringen Sie
zum Ausdruck, was Sie am allermeisten fuirchten — die freie Meinungsduferung. Sie fiirchten sie so sehr wie der Teufel
das Weihwasser. Sie fiirchten sie, bedroht sie doch Thre machterhaltende Deutungshoheit. Aber die Voraussetzung einer
Demokratie ist nun mal die freie Meinungsdufferung. Deshalb muss dieser unsigliche DSA weg, meine Damen und
Herren. Denn diese schonen neuen Kleider des Kaisers existieren nur dort, wo es keine Meinungsfreiheit gibt. Mit
Meinungsfreiheit ist nimlich der Kaiser nackt, genauso wie Sie es sind — splitterfasernackt.

(Die Rednerin lehnt eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte* von Jodo Oliveira ab.)

Fidias Panayiotou (NI). — Madam President, Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of Meta, recently accused the European Union
of institutionalising censorship. Similar comments have also been made in the past by the owner of platform X, Elon
Musk.

Dear friends, if these accusations are true, then we will have a problem, as millions of posts being censored across
Europe under the label of misinformation might be systemically unfair. Many times in the past, posts that were labelled
as misinformation finally have turned out to be factually correct.

We cannot have a proper democracy if we censor only one side of the story. According to Mark Zuckerberg, this
happened with the US Government during the COVID pandemic, as they forced Meta to censor things that were
factually correct.

The accusations of Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk are very serious, and I believe we should take them into considera-
tion. That's why I propose to invite them here to come in the European Parliament for a deep discussion on how we
should moderate content.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)

Sergey Lagodinsky (Verts/ALE), blue-card question. — Is it correct that you were able to end up as a colleague here
because of your activities on social media during the election campaign, on TikTok and many other social media? Isn’t it
true that you haven't been censored? You are here. You have been awarded with a mandate by this European Union with
the freedoms that we have. So, what are other proofs that your activity has been censored?
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Fidias Panayiotou (NI), blue-card answer. — 'm not saying that everything is being censored. I'm just saying there are
things that have been censored in the past, and it’s proven in the U.S. that the government was interfering to censor
stuff. So we need to have a proper discussion and understand what is censored in Europe, because this accusation from
these people that own these platforms, that we institutionalise censorship, are very important.

Axel Voss (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Vizeprisidentin! Es ist unbestreitbar, dass die sozialen Medien Einfluss auf
unsere Gesellschaft, auf unsere Meinungen und auf unser Verhalten haben. Wir konnen uns erinnern: Arabischer
Frithling 2010, 2011, wo wir alle dachten, soziale Medien bringen Transparenz und Demokratie in die Welt. 14, 15
Jahre spiter stehen wir mit dem Riicken zur Wand und miissen die Demokratie verteidigen. Die Einflussnahme auf
Wabhlen ist ziemlich offensichtlich: US-Wahl, Rumainien, vielleicht auch deutsche Wahl. Wir konnen das alles bedauern,
aber wir miussen eben auch was tun und hierbei differenziert vorgehen, weil die Plattformen nicht alle immer dieselbe
Intention verfolgen.

Zuerst, meine ich, miissen wir aber auch einmal anerkennen, dass das Recht auf Meinungsfreiheit kein Supergrundrecht
ist. Es ist ein wichtiges Recht, aber es besteht eben auch nicht grenzenlos, und in Deutschland nennt man das praktische
Konkordanz, namlich den Ausgleich zu anderen Grundrechten. Andere Werte und Rechte miissen damit in Einklang
gebracht werden. Bewusste politisch orientierte Desinformationen und falsche Informationen gehéren nicht dazu, krimi-
nelle Handlungen gehoren nicht dazu.

Wir brauchen zweitens: den DSA — was rechtlich nicht reicht — hier miissen wir nachschirfen; drittens: die
Durchsetzung des DSA ziemlich robust, was wir machen miissen; viertens: ein Factchecking mit Methoden der
Kennzeichnung oder Abgrenzung zu Missbrauch; fiinftens: die Offenlegung von Algorithmen, vielleicht eine Bewertung.
Und sechstens: Warum bauen wir nicht eigentlich ein eigenes Medium auf?

Ana Catarina Mendes (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Caros Colegas, esta é uma guerra sem sangue, mas que mata as
nossas democracias, mata as nossas liberdades, abre caminho ao discurso do 6dio e permite o ataque as liberdades
individuais em nome de uma falsa liberdade de expressdo.

E a defesa da democracia que estd hoje em causa, neste plendrio. E é o pedir e exigir e exortar & Comissdo Europeia que
quebre o seu siléncio e, por isso, eu saido a investigacio que abriu, mas é preciso ter consequéncias.

Aquilo de que estamos a falar é de objetivos destes oligarcas, donos destas plataformas, que ainda ontem, no discurso de
Elon Musk, ficaram muito claros: semear o discurso do édio, dividir-nos a todos, atacar as nossas institui¢des e plantear,
semear aquilo que sdo falsas informagdes.

Meus Caros Colegas, eu julgo que hoje ndo é um dia para palavras, hoje é um dia para que este plendrio saia daqui forte
na defesa da democracia, exigente na a¢do da Comissdo Europeia e certo de que os valores da Unido Europeia, que
fazem este ano 75 anos, estdo vivos em nome da democracia, em nome das democracias, em nome da liberdade.

(A oradora aceita responder a uma pergunta «artdo azul»)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhora Deputada, o espaco medidtico e da
comunicagdo é um espago demasiado importante para o funcionamento da democracia. E a pergunta que lhe fago € se o
caminho deve ser o de impor limites ao funcionamento democrético ou se, pelo contrario, é o do aprofundamento da
democracia.

Hoje, uma das propostas que temos em cima da mesa é o refor¢co de medidas de controlo dos contetdos. E a pergunta
que lhe fago é: se a desinformagdo se alimenta da ignorancia, por que ndo se investe, entdo, na educagdo, na formacio,
no acesso a ciéncia, a cultura?

Se a desinformagdo se alimenta do obscurantismo, por que ndo se investe na consciéncia critica dos cidaddos e na
capacidade de garantir a todos os cidaddos o acesso a niveis mais elevados de ensino?

Talvez essa fosse uma resposta mais robusta para defender a democracia.

Ana Catarina Mendes (S&D), Resposta segundo o procedimento «artdo azul». — Caro Deputado Jodo Oliveira, estou
totalmente de acordo consigo.
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Hoje, é um dia para defender o aprofundamento das nossas democracias, e ndo tenho dividas nenhumas de que —
como disse Nelson Mandela em tempos —, ndo hd melhor instrumento para aprofundar a democracia do que investir
na nossa educacdo, investir na cidadania, investir nos nossos valores.

Mas isso ndo dispensa uma a¢do muito forte naquilo que sdo os instrumentos juridicos, que existem na Unido Europeia
a nossa disposi¢do, para combater a desinformagio, a mentira, a manipulagdo e a interferéncia nas nossas democracias.

Kamila Gasiuk-Pihowicz (PPE). — Szanowni Paristwo! Wolno$¢ stowa to nie to samo, co bezkarne szerzenie ktamstwa
w internecie. A swoboda wypowiedzi nie oznacza dezinformacji. Wolno$¢ stowa nie daje prawa do manipulowania
wolng wolg obywateli i ingerowania w demokratyczne wybory. W tym roku 30 milionéw polskich obywateli péjdzie
do urn, by wybra¢ swojego prezydenta, i decyzja musi pozosta¢ w rekach Polakéw, a nie w rekach X, TikToka czy Mety.

W Polsce doswiadczyliSmy okruciefistwa totalitaryzméw i dyktatury, dlatego nie mozemy pozwoli na to, aby Elon
Musk, ktos, kto wspiera niemieckich prawicowych ekstremistéw, ktérzy uwazajg, ze to Polska doprowadzita do II
wojny $wiatowej, swoimi algorytmami wpychal nas w ramiona nowej osi zta. Wywalczyliémy wolne i uczciwe wybory
w 1989 roku i teraz bedziemy ich broni¢, bo wiemy, czym jest cenzura. ByliSmy jej ofiarami i nigdy jej nie przywré-
cimy.

Nie oznacza to jednak, Ze powinni§my tolerowa¢ rozpowszechnianie klamstw i dezinformacji w mediach spolecznos-
ciowych. A czym innym jest decyzja pana Zuckerberga o zaprzestaniu wspolpracy z niezaleznymi weryfikatorami fak-
téw w Stanach Zjednoczonych? Czym innym, jak nie zacheta do szerzenia mowy nienawisci, zastraszania i cyberprzem-
ocy. Ci, ktorzy dopuszczaja si¢ tych czyndw, wiedza teraz, ze moga dzialal bez ograniczen, i my nie mozemy na to
pozwalal. Wierzg, ze wiceprzewodniczaca Virkkunen bedzie w pelni egzekwowala akt o ustugach cyfrowych i wysle
glodny i wyrazny komunikat: ci, ktérzy prowadza interesy w Europie, musza szanowal nasze zasady i wartosci.
Europejska demokracja nie jest na sprzedaz.

(Mdweczyni nie zgodzita si¢ na pytanie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki przez Tobiasz Bocheriski)

Christel Schaldemose (S&D). — Madam President, dear colleagues, the DSA is a very good law. I know this because I
negotiated it on behalf of the European Parliament. In that law we have found the right balance. On the one hand we
have extremely big freedom of speech but, on the other hand, we also have some responsibilities. The platforms need to
take responsibility for their algorithms. If there is a systemic risk against democracy, then they have to risk mitigate. We
are in fact not saying how they should risk mitigate. It's up to the platforms. But they have to risk mitigate.

So what we need now is that the EU Commission start looking into what is happening on the platforms. Therefore, I
was very happy to hear you, Ms Virkkunen, today telling us that you have started trying to enforce the law, because I
think that we really need to see some results.

I am fed up with the side that's saying that we don’t have freedom of expression. We have never, ever, in the history of
the Western countries, had a chance to speak so freely as we can now. But what we need to avoid is foreign interference
into our elections. We need to make sure that we have a balance in place so people are not bullied. And we need to
make sure that kids are not seeing murder, suicide, self-injury, etc.

That's why the DSA is a good law, but it’s no better than the way it is enforced. So I really, really, really encourage the
Commission to come up, speed up the process so that we can show people that we have a good law and it can be safe
and good and free to be online.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)
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Alexander Jungbluth (ESN), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Sie haben gerade gesagt, dass die Meinungs-
freiheit noch nie so gut war wie im Moment, dass man sich in der westlichen Welt noch niemals so frei artikulieren
konnte. Ich mochte Thnen mal sagen, was gerade in Deutschland passiert. In Deutschland ist es so: Wenn Sie einen
Minister als Schwachkopf bezeichnen, was im Deutschen wirklich eine sehr harmlose Beleidigung ist, dann miissen Sie
damit rechnen, dass lhnen die Polizei die Tiir eintritt und lhre Bude auseinandernimmt. Erkliren Sie mir mal, wenn
solche Vorfille in Deutschland wegen Kleinigkeiten, wegen kleiner Kritiken an Politikern stattfinden, wie Sie dann
behaupten konnen, dass die Meinungsfreiheit noch nie so gut in Europa gewesen ist.

Christel Schaldemose (S&D), blue-card answer. — It is possible for everyone in Europe to speak freely and it has never,
ever been easier to express your own points of views online on social media. If somebody is taken down, it’s not
because of the European laws or German laws, it's because of the way, for instance, Facebook has decided to have
their community standards. It has never, ever in the history been easier to say what you want, come out to so many
people with such a small effort. That's a fact.

Csaba Domotor (PfE). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Javaslom a Haznak, hogy beszéljiink a konkrétumokrol. Azért is, mert
Mark Zuckerberg vallomdst tett. Bizonyitott tény, hogy a Facebook politikai alapon cenzirdzott a demokrata adminis-
ztrdcié nyomdsdra. A piszkos munkat a tényellensrok végezték el. A hivatkozdsi alap akkor is az 4lhirek elleni kiizdelem
volt.

A Patriéta frakcié vitdt kezdeményezett errdl, de ezt a néppdrti-liberdlis koalicié megakadilyozta. Azért akadélyoztdk,
mert 8k nagyon is haszonélvezdi ennek a cenzirdnak.

Milyen abszurd, hogy Amerikdban épp elzavarjak a tényellendroket, de Eurépdban tovabb mikodnek, s6t a cenzira
tovabbi lehetdségét jogszabdlyokba is ontenék, természetesen most is az dlhirek elleni kiizdelemre hivatkozva.

Mellékesen mondom, hogy Eurépdban sok helyen olyan szervezetek végzik a tényellendrzéseket, amelyeket amerikai
baloldali korok tdmogatnak, az Eurdpai Bizottsdg pedig beszdll a finanszirozasba. Miért?

Nem csupdn politikusokat cenzdrdznak, hanem valasztokat. Tizmilliokat, akik nem akarnak bevandorldst, elegiik van az
ideoldgiai Griiltségekbdl, és azt akarjak, hogy Eurdpa végre alljon a sajit labdra.

De a vilasztdsi eredmények egyértelmiiek, a véltozds hangjait nem lehet elhallgattatni.

Gheorghe Piperea (ECR). — Doamni Presedintd, recent, intr-un interviu, Thierry Breton a sustinut ¢ anularea alegerilor
din Romania a fost rezultatul aplicarii Regulamentului serviciilor digitale, spunand: ,Am ficut-o in Romania, trebuie sd o
facem si in Germania, daci va fi necesar”. Adicd si anulim alegerile dacd nu decurg conform planului. Asadar, DSA nu
este decat aparent pentru protectia consumatorilor §i pentru practici comerciale oneste. Este pentru cenzurd si mdsuri
totalitare de natura celor luate de autorititile romane.

De ce ar fi necesard, deci, intdrirea DSA? Pentru a putea fi repetat precedentul antidemocratic creat in Romania? Dacd
scopul ascuns al DSA este interferenta in alegeri, adicd neutralizarea principiului democratiei reprezentative, inscris chiar
in articolul 1 din Tratatul Uniunii Europene, atunci DSA ar trebui in intregime anulat de Curtea de la Luxemburg, iar nu
intdrit.

Pe acest curs al demersurilor totalitare, democratia se poate transforma intr-un lux al elitelor nealese de nimeni. Poporul
Europei refuzd ferm acest nou feudalism.

(Vorbitorul a acceptat si raspundd la o intrebare adresatd in conformitate cu procedura ,cartonagului albastru”)

Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE), blue-card question. — In Romania there was a problem that year with the elections that
the Romanian secret service highlighted, and that was that TikTok had labelled all competitors for the election as
political content, and therefore was suppressing that content, keeping people from seeing that content in great numbers.

While there was one candidate, the far-right content that TikTok had decided not to label as political content and
therefore it could flood everybody’s timelines.
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You know that TikTok is a Chinese company. Do you think it's correct that a Chinese company that reports to the
Chinese Government decides which kind of political content the citizens of Romania can’t see? Is that freedom of speech
for you? Foreign Chinese influence.

Gheorghe Piperea (ECR), rispuns la o intrebare adresatd in conformitate cu procedura ,cartonasului albastru”. — Nu sunt
absolut deloc un fan al TikTok. Dacd ar fi dupd mine, ar putea si fie maine interzis in Europa, dar, atentie mare la
ceea ce vd spun acum: Unu la mand, nu existd probe ale interferentei unui actor statal prin intermediul TikTok, existd
doar note informative de la serviciile secrete. Acestea nu sunt probe, conform procedurii civile, oriunde in lume.

A doua chestiune, finantarea aceea pe TikTok a campaniei — veti sti de la mine chestiunea asta, cd nu stiti din presa din
Romania — a fost ficutd de Partidul National Liberal, care este un partid aflat la putere.

Nathalie Loiseau (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, la libre communication des pensées et des opinions est un des
droits les plus précieux de 'homme. Tout citoyen peut donc parler, écrire librement, sauf a répondre de I'abus de cette
liberté dans les cas déterminés par la loi. Chers collegues, ce n'est pas le réglement sur les services numériques (DSA) que
je suis en train de vous lire, c’est la Déclaration des droits de 'homme et du citoyen de 1789. Mais ce dont le DSA a la
charge, c’est que ceux qui abusent de cette liberté aient a en répondre.

L’Europe est une terre de liberté et une terre de droits. L'Europe n'est pas le Far West, ou chacun peut faire n'importe
quoi. L'Europe refuse que I'on s'essuie les pieds sur la démocratie et que 'on manipule les masses comme dans les pires
instants du totalitarisme. Ecoutez ce que Hannah Arendt en disait au siécle dernier: «Ce mensonge constant n'a pas pour
but de faire croire au peuple un mensonge, mais de s'assurer que plus personne ne croit plus rien. Un peuple qui ne
peut plus distinguer la vérité du mensonge ne peut pas distinguer le bien du mal. [...] Avec un tel peuple, vous pouvez
faire ce que vous voulez.»

L'Europe a ses régles et exige qu'on les applique. Que I'on soit TikTok, Meta ou X, la loi est la méme pour tous, méme
pour 'homme le plus riche du monde. La liberté d’expression est sacrée, en Europe, et c’est pour cela que nous ne la
confondrons pas avec le droit a la haine, au mensonge et a la manipulation.

(L'oratrice accepte une question carton bleu)

Fidias Panayiotou (NI), blue-card question. — My question is, where do you draw the line between disinformation and
truth? And who is about to judge? Thank you. I love you!

Nathalie Loiseau (Renew), blue-card answer. — Dear Fidias, my question goes to you. A lie is when you go on a mission
observation of election in Georgia. You say you see massive fraud, you see a rigged election and then you rush to your
favourite social media to say that everything was okay and that this election was perfect. This is precisely what you did.
And you were even able to do it because there is freedom of expression in Europe. But this is pure manipulation.

Dora Dévid (PPE). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! A szdldsszabadsdg alapvetd jog, de ne mossuk Ossze az esetleges hamis és
félrevezetd tartalmak felhangositdsdval és terjesztésével, ami akdr vélasztdsi eredményeket is befolydsolhat.

Ezért aggaszt6 az Oridsplatformokndl az a trend, legutébb a Metdndl, hogy megsziintetik a fuggetlen tényellenSrzést,
hiszen a tényellendrzés nem cenzira. Mark Zuckerberg is beismerte, hogy kevesebb rossz dolgot tudnak majd kiszirni.
Ez egyértelmiien rendszerszintd kockazatot jelentene, amelyet a digitdlis szolgéltatdsokrél szol6 jogszabdly értelmében a
platformok hatékonyan kell mérsékelnie.

Lattunk mdr a vildgban sajnos példakat arra, hogy a dezinformacié er8szakhoz vezetett. A tényellenSrzés besziintetése
killonosen aggaszté azokban az orszdgokban, ahol a média nagy részét a kormdny irdnyitja és rendszeresen félrevezet.
Ilyen volt Lengyelorszag és ilyen ma Magyarorszag.

A kozosségi média tehat fontos és sziikséges, de a tényellenSrzék eltavolitdsa teret ad a dezinformdcid terjedésének, és
stlyos kdrokat okozhat a demokracidnak.

Ez Eurépdban nem fog menni. Vannak szabalyaink. Most a hat6ésdgokon a sor, hogy ezeket betartassik. Kérem, tegyék
meg!
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(A felsz6lal6 hajlandé vdlaszolni egy kékkdrtyds kérdésre)

Andrés Lidszl6 (PfE), kékkdrtyds kérdés. — Mark Zuckerberg épp a napokban vallotta be, hogy politikai nyomdsra a
Facebook cenzirazott. Az amerikai baloldal nyomdsdra és eurdpai nyomdsra is. On pedig ebben a cenziira szempontji-
bdl legérzékenyebb id@szakban a Facebook vezets jogdsza volt. Pontosan tudnia kellett arrdl, hogy mi torténik. Ezért két
kérdést szeretnék feltenni Onnek.

Egyrészt hogyan mtkodtette a Facebook a cenzira gépezetet, masrészt pedig hogyan lehet megtudni azt, hogy kit és
milyen tartalmakat cenzdrdztak?

Doéra Dédvid (PPE), kékkdrtyds vdlasz. — Koszonom a kérdését! Ezt a Metdtdl kell megkérdezni, hiszen nem a vezet§
jogdsza voltam. Ha mér a cenzlrdrdl beszéliink, akkor beszéljiink egy kicsit a magyar k6zmédidrol, ami uralja az orszd-
got, hiszen a kozmédia kormdnypropaganda-gyar nem partatlan, nem tdjékoztat és elnyomja az ellenzéki hangokat.
Hadd olvassak be egy-két adatot... (az elndk megszakitja a felszolaldt) A cenzirdrdl beszélink. A magyar adatok szerint
2022 februérjdig kozel 400 pert vesztett el a Fidesz-bardt média. 2023-ban a kormdnysajté az ellene inditott sajtohelyr-
eigazitdsi perek 62 szdzalékdt veszitette el, vagyis ezekben az esetekben hazudott, cenzirdzta az ellenzéket.

Kim Van Sparrentak (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, in this unstable world, we need a strong Europe. We need to
stand on our own two feet and that is why, Commissioner Virkkunen, I ask you to be loud and clear on enforcing the
DSA.

Because types like Trump, Putin, Musk thrive if the EU is polarised, divided and therefore weakened. And we all carry
their favourite weapon to influence us in our pockets and stare at it for hours a day. In Romania we had to redo
elections after foreign interference via TikTok. Musk uses his own platform X to promote one of the most extreme
parties of Europe, and Zuckerberg is actively promoting his platforms as a place for hate against queers and women.

A true free internet is one where not a small bunch of tech oligarchs, but our democratic institutions — and therefore the
people — make the rules. Commissioner. Make it happen. Stand up for democracy and enforce the DSA.

Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovana predsjednice, povjerenice, kolegice i kolege, Akt o digitalnim uslugama mora se
primjenjivati nepristrano. To znali da, ako su pravila prekrSena, treba kazniti i moéne tajkune iza kojih stoji vlada
Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava, bez obzira na pritiske koji bi mogli do¢i iz Washingtona. U suprotnom nismo nista
vise od obi¢nih vazala.

Isto tako, to znaci postupati na nacin koji sve tretira jednako, i ljevicu i desnicu, bez obzira na ideoloski predznak. Borba
protiv laznih vijesti ne smije se pretvoriti u ograni¢avanje slobode govora i obracun s ideoloskim neistomisljenicima. U
tom je smislu znakovita odluka Mete da u SAD-u ukine program provjere Cinjenica.

S pravom se trebamo upitati jesu li odredene platforme za provjeru ¢injenica otisle predaleko i, pod krinkom fact-
checkinga, uvele cenzuru misljenja bez presedana. U Europskoj uniji nam ne trebaju ministarstva istine koja ¢e nam
govoriti §to da mislimo i za koga da glasamo i to nije cilj DSA-e.

S druge strane, EU ima pravo sam odluditi kakve ¢e zakone donijeti, kako ¢e ih primjenjivati, bez diktata sa strane,
ukljucujuéi SAD.

(Govornik je pristao odgovoriti na pitanje postavljeno podizanjem plave Rartice.)

Petras GraZulis (ESN), pakélus mélyngjg kortele pateiktas klausimas. — Valdanciosios daugumos atstove, Jis matote, kad
visam pasauly néra demokratijos. Tik Europoje yra demokratija. Bet ar jiis negalvojate, kad Europa jau i$sigimé? Ir ¢ia yra
liberalbolsevikiné diktataira, kad netoleruojama kita nuomoné? Tas Zmogus teisiamas, kuris pasako, kad yra tik dvi lytys.
Ar jus zinot? Js gal atsakysite, kiek yra lyc¢iy? Ar Zinote? Nors j Sitg klausimg atsakykite, kiek yra lyciy?
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Tomislav Sokol (PPE), odgovor na pitanje postavijeno podizanjem plave kartice. — Postoje dva spola i to je nesto §to je
potpuno jasno. Ako je netko uvijek govorio protiv rodne ideologije, protiv iskrivljavanja znanosti u tom smislu, to
sam uvijek bio ja i to nije nikakva tajna i mislim da se tu trebamo vratiti na nekakve normalne stvari, da se trebamo
vratiti na nekakve temelje biologije, a da je sve ostalo obi¢no ideologiziranje koje u velikoj mjeri dolazi slijeva. Tako da,
ako ste mislili da ¢u redi nesto drugo, mislim da ste se tu prevarili. Ali jo§ jednom ponavljam, dakle, provjera ¢injenica
da, ali ideolosko nametanje vlastitog misljenja ne.

Laura Ballarin Cereza (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, libertad de expresion, si, pero libertad para mentir o libertad para
odiar a las mujeres y a los inmigrantes, no.

Sefiorfas, las democracias europeas estdn siendo atacadas desde multiples frentes externos y debemos alzar la voz, sin
dobles estandares, y mandar un mensaje alto y claro para decir que nuestras leyes no se tocan y que nuestra democracia
no estd en venta. Porque no estamos ante una batalla entre censura o libertad, estamos ante una batalla entre autoritar-
ismo o democracia. La «tecnocasta» o «broligarquia», que ayer aplaudia a Trump en primera fila, estd manipulando
algoritmos, interfiriendo en nuestros procesos electorales e infectando nuestras vidas con discursos neoconservadores.

Ante lo que puede ser la pandemia de este mandato, Europa ya tiene su vacuna —el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales
—, pero necesitamos accién en tres frentes.

Commissioner Virkkunen, we ask you to stand up against the big tech that failed to comply with DSA, finishing the
formal procedures soon and to impose exemplary sanctions. And to start developing now our technological autonomy,
developing digital infrastructure and our own European social media platform.

To our citizens: please be responsible and fact-check the information you use and share. To Musk, Zuckerberg and
company: in Europe, we have a market of millions of users that provide money to your companies, yes, but we also
love protecting our citizens and democracies by making laws. If you don't like it, you can always leave and take it or
leave it. You can always take your Nazi salutes and your masculine energy and go back home.

iViva Europa, hoy mds que nunca!

Sander Smit (PPE), blue-card question. — I just wanted to ask you: you once again reiterated the false or too-early claims
that Mr Musk made a Nazi salute yesterday. The protection against defamation is also one of the rights we have to
protect in this House.

So I would like you to distance yourself from your accusation that Mr Musk made a Nazi salute. Let’s await his explana-
tion first, before these left-wing groups make false accusations against a member of the US Government. Let’s lower the
tone of the voice.

Laura Ballarin Cereza (S&D), respuesta de «tarjeta azub. — Bueno, una cabra es una cabra, por mucho que lo niegue,
sefiorfa, y lo que ayer vimos se parecfa mucho a un saludo nazi. No me corresponde a mi decir si lo fue o no. Lo que si
pido a esta Cdmara es reaccionar lo antes posible para que la historia no se repita y repensemos nuestra democracia con
todas nuestras herramientas.

Elisabeth Dieringer (PfE). — Frau Prisidentin, geschitzte Kollegen! Im Besonderen griifle ich all jene Menschen, die
bisher imstande waren, sich selbst eine Meinung zu bilden, und dies auch in Zukunft tun wollen. Denn der Digital
Services Act ist wahrlich ein besonders besorgniserregender Eingriff in unsere digitale Freiheit. Unter dem Deckmantel
des Verbraucherschutzes wurde hier ein Zensurapparat geschaffen, der unsere Meinungsfreiheit bedroht.

Dass der DSA nun sogar verschirft werden soll, weil sich Technologickonzerne gegen die auferlegte Zensur wehren, ist
alarmierend. Die EU versucht hier, Kontrolle iiber den digitalen Raum auszuweiten und kritische Stimmen zum
Schweigen zu bringen. Der DSA greift in die Geschiftsmodelle von Plattformen ein, zwingt sie, Inhalte zu 16schen
oder zu blockieren — das ist nichts anderes als eine verordnete Zensur.
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Wir wollen nicht zulassen, dass die EU bestimmt, was wir im Internet sehen oder lesen diirfen. Der freie
Informationsfluss ist die Informationsgrundlage in einer Demokratie. Lasst uns also gemeinsam fir ein freies Internet
kimpfen, in dem Meinungsvielfalt und Innovation gedeihen kénnen — ohne bevormundende Regulierung.

(Die Rednerin ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte* zu antworten.)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «artdo azul». — Senhora Deputada, a extrema-direita defende
que os magnatas que dominam o espago medidtico e o espago da comunica¢do devem poder usar o poder que tém
livremente, sem quaisquer limites. Considera que o espago medidtico e da comunica¢do deve funcionar como qualquer
mercado onde se compra e vende uma mercadoria, mesmo que isso signifique manipular a consciéncia das pessoas, e
considera que qualquer limite a essa a¢do é um ataque a democracia.

Senhora Deputada, os senhores podem continuar a defender isso tudo, ndo podem dizer é que isso é democracia. E
aquela saudacio nazi, que ontem vimos, mostra bem ao que vém.

Elisabeth Dieringer (PfE), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Die Frage fehlt mir jetzt, um
eine Antwort zu geben, aber horen Sie sich und Thren Kollegen hier heute zu. Sie sind ein Beispiel dafiir, wie Sie Angst
haben vor Meinungsfreiheit — und daran dndere ich auch meine Meinung nicht.

Anpitpne Te10dpag (PPE). — Kupia TTpoedpe, kupia Emitpore, ot mAat@oppes kat Ta 000N piviia £50uv TaYeL va eivat &va
an\o pEGO EMKOVOVIAG, OTWG TUOTEYALE OTIC APXEG TOU EIKOOTOU TMPATOU atdva. 'Exouv amoktroet poAo kat duvapi mou Qtavet
péXpL TV mpoonddela MapERPaoC Kal YELPAYGYNONG TOV ONUOKPATIKOV dladikaotav kpathv. Xe Kanoleg mepintooels S, may-
KOO0l OIKOVOHIKOL TAPAYOVTES, eKUETaNAEUOpEVOL Tov pOAo Toug, diekdikolv poONo dlapopewT) KOWNG yveunG o TONAEG
XOpes, pe éva povieho mou Paciletal ot mpocwmikd dedopeva kar akyoppoug Tou MPOoTavoUv va KPAatolv TOug XprioTes
KOAMpévOUG oty Qappoyr] Toug kat va kadopilouv cupmeplpopes, Wiaitepa ota moidid. Auth 1 SUvapn Ope¢ cuvendyetal
eudlveg kat umoypedoets. Edikd ot peyales matgopues ogeilouv va divouv meplocotepa yia TOUG ahyOpIDHOUG, Va aVTIHET®-
THLOUV QMOTENEGHATIKA TNV TAPATANPOQOPNOT] KAt TNV EPYAAELONOINOT TV aNYOPIDHOV and TPITA KPATN Kat OXL VA KAtapyouy
1o fact checking. It autd n anote\eopatikn epappoyn TG TPAENG Yia TIC YNQLAKES UTINPEGIEG €lval £val LEYANO GTOIXNUA OOTE
va daopahicoupe OTL MAATQOPpES Kar 0 TPOMOG Aettoupyia Toug da eival oURPATOS e TOUG EUPLTAIKOUG KAVOVEG Kal TIG
EUPOTIOIKES aLIEC.

(O ayoprtic déxetar va amavtrioel oe epwthon pe yaAdlia kapta)

Alexander Jungbluth (ESN), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Ich habe eine Frage: Sie betonen ja — und Ihre
Partei auch —, dass Faktenchecks so wichtig seien, damit eben demokratische Grundsitze aufrechterhalten werden und
Desinformation nicht stattfindet. In Deutschland haben wir ein CORRECTIV-Netzwerk, das fiir Faktenchecks zustindig
ist. Und dieses CORRECTIV-Netzwerk hat kiirzlich gegen meine Partei einen Rechtsstreit verloren, weil es selber Desin-
formation gestreut hat, weil es gelogen hat.

Erkliren Sie mir also mal, wenn Faktenchecker selbst linke Liigner und linke Protagonisten sind, wie das dann irgendwie
zum Schutz gegen Desinformation und zum Schutz fiir Demokratie beitragen soll.

Anpitpne Tow0dpag (PPE), anavtion oe epotion pe yaddlia kapta. — Aev Epo T akpifos mpoteivete. Na pmopel o
kadévag va Méet ondnnote; ANo 1 yvoprn tou. T yveun tou Pefaiog pmopel va tm Aéer eheldepa omote Jéhel. ANNG pmopel
va Sdider omowodnnote otoryeio Xwpis va undapyer kavévag anoAUteg e\eyyog av eivar akpiPés 1 ox; Kat mog pmopel autd va
T0 d1amioT@OoEL KAMO10G 0 onoiog mapakohouvel pia mAatgoppa; ANo Nomdv ) yvoun kat 1) eAevdepia TG EKGpAcNG TOU Eivat
oefaotr) Kai eival EUPONAIKO KEKTNHEVO KL EVPONAIKOG Kavovag kat aANo mpaypa o kavévag va pmopel va mapanipogopel pe
TOV TPOTIO TOV OnoLo VeNeL, eMNpedlovtag Ty Kowr| yvoun.
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VORSITZ: SABINE VERHEYEN

Vizeprisidentin

Birgit Sippel (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin! Digitale Plattformen, Schutz von Demokratie — da sehen wir gerade eine
gefdhrliche Allianz: die Riickkehr von Imperialisten auf der einen und Tech-Oligarchen auf der anderen Seite, die gemein-
sam ihren Profit, ihre Macht riicksichtslos vergroern wollen. Doch wie frei, offen und vielfiltig kann eine Gesellschaft
sein, wenn Menschen einseitig mit Meinungen oder Falschmeldungen iberhduft werden, wihrend andere sich zuneh-
mend konfrontiert sehen mit Diskriminierung, Hass oder gar Androhung von Gewalt? Sogenannte Echokammern ver-
meiden die Vielfalt von Perspektiven, verfestigen bestehende Vorurteile, die oft unreflektiert gestreut werden mit zum
Teil fatalen Folgen, gerade fiir junge Menschen. Die Plattformen nehmen in Kauf, dass diese stindige Jagd nach Likes,
nach der Anerkennung durch andere psychische Belastungen verstirkt.

Hinzu kommt, dass das permanente Tracking und Profiling die Vertraulichkeit der Kommunikation zerstort — fir den
Profit Weniger. Es wird Zeit fiir ein Verbot personalisierter Werbung. Fazit: Die Kommission muss jetzt unsere digitale
Gesetzgebung — DSA, GDPR, Al, ePrivacy — konsequent umsetzen und auch das Wettbewerbsrecht gezielt anwenden.
Wir stehen fiir Demokratie und fairen Wettbewerb, gegen Hass und Ausgrenzung, und deshalb gilt in letzter Konsequenz
auch: Wer das nicht respektiert, hat bei uns keinen Platz.

(Die Rednerin lehnt eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“ von Alexander Sell ab.)

Stefano Cavedagna (ECR). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, leggo molto odio quest'oggi in Aula. Capisco che
avete avuto un pessimo Blue Monday, perché a molti € venuto un travaso di bile, letteralmente, a vedere 'insediamento di
Donald Trump e a vedere Giorgia Meloni come unico leader europeo presente a quell'insediamento.

Perd non puo funzionare che se vincete voi € un trionfo della democrazia, se vince la destra le elezioni vanno annullate.
Ed ¢ per questo che abbiamo istituito, stiamo istituendo quella che ¢ la commissione che si occupi di combattere le
ingerenze di Stati stranieri, talvolta anche pericolosi. E su questo siamo tutti d’accordo.

Ma non pud funzionare che si limita la liberta di espressione delle persone. Il Digital Services Act nasce con lo scopo di
tutelare la liberta dei minori, nasce con lo scopo di tutelare la liberta dei singoli individui, non di tappare la bocca a chi
a voi sta antipatico.

Irena Joveva (Renew). — Madam President, I stand here astounded that we've reached a point where we must debate
the enforcement of our own laws. The DSA is not an optional guideline, okay? It carries the full weight of democratic
legitimacy, crafted with care to balance all interests, and overwhelmingly supported here in this House and by the
Council.

Where does our sovereignty lie if the enforcement of our legislation hinges on the decisions of foreign tech giants? They
cannot pick and choose compliance based on convenience or leverage their governments to pressure us.

Let me get this straight: the DSA does not oppose free speech. It protects it. Just like other EU laws, it ensures free
speech thrives within the bounds of legality. Because there are illegal acts that we — I hope — all recognise: child
pornography, terrorist content, copyright infringements and hate speech inciting violence. These are lines drawn by
society applicable to everyone, regardless of faith or creed.

To those spreading disinformation about alleged EU censorship, I say this: take a big step back and you will still be able
to legally lie and spread disinformation, but be aware that today’s lie for political gain may be tomorrow’s tragedy.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)
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Fidias Panayiotou (NI), blue-card question. — I will keep saying the same thing here. Please answer me not with a
personal attack this time, but with an answer. Where do you draw the line on misinformation and truth? And who is
judging? Thank you. I love you all!

Irena Joveva (Renew), blue-card answer. — I didn't do a personal attack just for, you know, a report on you, or anyone
else. I think that we need informed people for democratic society to function. Disinformation can only be destroyed by
those who know how to distinguish it from the truth. When people will be informed properly and not trust manip-
ulators, then we will be on our way to know also how to distinguish those things.

Marc Botenga (The Left). — Madame la Présidente, la Commission, le Conseil, aujourd’hui, il faut le dire, le probleme
fondamental est qu'une poignée de milliardaires détient I'essentiel de nos informations. Ciétait déja le cas en grande
partie pour les médias traditionnels, c’est désormais aussi le cas pour les réseaux sociaux. Et les conséquences sont 1,
on les voit: pour chaque publication d’'un de mes amis, je recois maintenant trois publicités. Des suggestions pour nous
influencer un peu, nous manipuler un peu l'esprit, comme les informations tronquées qu’Elon Musk m'impose, dans les
faits, par son réseau.

Ne parlons pas de liberté d’expression, parce que quand je publie un message sur la paix, sur la Palestine, qui ne plait
pas aux patrons des réseaux, je subis une forme de censure, un shadow ban. Oui, ces ultra-riches manipulent. Ils ne
veulent pas que l'on voie, entre autres, comment ils se gavent, comment ils évitent I'impot pendant que les travailleurs
triment pour des salaires de merd... euh... de misere.

Afin de détourner notre attention pendant qu'ils nous volent, ils nous abreuvent de vidéos qui nous poussent a frapper
vers le bas, vers celles et ceux qui éprouvent encore plus de difficultés. Via des algorithmes manipulateurs, ces milli-
ardaires cherchent a influencer les élections, voire a les acheter quand et ot ils le peuvent. Mais c’est la conséquence d'un
modele libéral que vous nous avez imposé, parce que ce ne sont pas quelques amendes ou méme la censure qui vont
résoudre le probleme: la question de la démocratie est une question de pouvoir. Il s'agit ici d’'une question de propriété.
Internet offrait une bouffée d’oxygene, avant, quand ces grands monopoles navaient pas encore la main sur le réseau.
Pensez a Wikipedia: démocratique, coopératif, collaboratif.

Reprenons aujourdhui le controle de notre information. Langons cette initiative publique européenne, transparente,
démocratique. Libérons-nous des milliardaires!

Mary Khan (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Die groffen Social-Media-Plattformen beenden endlich ihre Zensur, und selbst
Mark Zuckerberg gibt nun zu, dass legitime Meinungen wihrend der Coronamafinahmen-Zeit massenhaft unterdriickt
wurden. Wahrend Sie sich hier vor allem dariiber emporen, dass ein Gesprach von Alice Weidel mit Elon Musk ange-
blich die deutschen Wahlen verzerrt haben soll, schweigen Sie bei der echten Manipulation. Auslindische Milliardire wie
Bill Gates und George Soros investieren Millionen in Medien wie den Spiegel oder CORRECTIV, um die offentliche
Meinung in Deutschland zu lenken. Wo bleibt hier Thr Aufschrei? Deutschland hat den teuersten Rundfunk der Welt,
aber Alice Weidel wird wihrend der Wahlkampfzeit teilweise bewusst ignoriert, weil Robert Habeck sich nicht traut, ihr
zu begegnen. Nennen Sie auch das Neutralitdt?

Der DSA soll angeblich illegale Inhalte bekdmpfen, tatsichlich 6ffnet er politischem Missbrauch Tiir und Tor. Ein Gesetz,
das der Regierung letztendlich Macht gibt, ist ein Angriff auf unsere Demokratie. Wenn mehrere EU-Beamte Gespriche
unserer Kanzlerkandidatin iiberwachen, wihrend fiir den Grenzschutz kaum Personal da ist, dann lduft in dieser EU alles
falsch. Der DSA gehort abgeschafft — fiir eine echte Meinungsfreiheit in Europa.

(Die Rednerin ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte zu antworten.)

Bruno Gongalves (S&D), blue-card question. — I've seen your posts on the internet and you seem someone that is often
speaking about freedom. You are very worried about freedom. You are worried about the content that is being lectured
in schools. When it comes to gender, you are worried about sexual and reproductive rights. You are worried about
lecturing social rights in school.
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But you are not very worried when it comes to the internet or to the algorithm spreading lies to our children. So, my
question is very simple: are you worried about science, or are you much more worried about the lies that are being
spread by the algorithms that you protect on X and on Meta?

Mary Khan (ESN), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Also vielleicht nochmal an den Kolle-
gen: Ich habe keine Angst vor der Wissenschaft. Ich stehe zu Daten und Fakten. Ich habe aber Angst vor einer EU, die
unter anderem auch CORRECTIV in den letzten Jahren Unmengen an Geld gezahlt hat, an einen 6ffentlich- rechtlichen
Rundfunk, der ganz gezielt nur eine politische Meinung in meinem Land unterstiitzt. Ich stehe hier, weil ich mich fur die
Demokratie und Freiheit meines Landes einsetze.

Erik Kalifidk (NI). — VéZzend pani predsedajica, vdzen{ kolegovia, je mrazivé vidiet, kolki z vds si demokrati, len kym
madte moc nad informaciami. Doneddvna vdm nevadilo, ked bohéci skupovali médid, lebo to nerobili ti nasi zli konzer-
vativno-ndrodni oligarchovia, ale vasi dobri progresivno-globalisticki filantropovia. Doneddvna vdm nevadilo, ked vdm
tspesné osobnosti, herci ¢i influenceri vyjadrovali podporu v médidch. Ale ked to robi Elon Musk, zrazu takéto zasa-
hovanie do demokracie odmietate. A Thierry Breton sa verejne vyhraza, Ze ak v Nemecku vyhrd AfD, tak zrusia volby
rovnako, ako to spravili v Rumunsku. Prosim vds, a kde ste boli, ked' vyslo najavo, Ze Soros v 2014 pred eurépskymi
volbami v miliénoch financoval aktivistov a novindrov, aby uspeli progresivni eurofederalisti? Vtedy nebola ohrozend
demokracia? Ci aj, zabudol som, to bolo v poriadku, lebo vy ste ti spravni. Vazeni kolegovia, mozete tu hodiny pre-
dstierat, Ze akt o digitdlnych sluzbach je tu pre bezpecnost obcanov. V skuto¢nosti je tu pre vas ako ndstroj na uml¢anie
nazorovych oponentov a ziskanie kontroly nad socidlnymi siefami. A to nemd naozaj ni¢ spolo¢né s demokraciou.

Magdalena Adamowicz (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Internet miat by¢ oazg wolnosci stowa i dostepu do informagji
bez ukrytej agendy, ale wlasciciele platform zorientowali sig, jak potezne narzedzia majg w reku, 1 zaczeli ich uzywaé do
zwigkszenia swojej wladzy i majatku. Dzi§ o przeplywie informacji i emocji prawie calej ludzkosci decydujg trzy osoby:
wiasciciele X, Mety i TikToka. Jednym ruchem mogg wprowadzi¢ na swoich platformach cenzure i jednym ruchem
moga wypromowal najbardziej patologiczne tresci. Tych trzech oligarchéw medialnych decyduje za pomocg ukrytych
algorytmoéw, co trafia do gléw miliardéow ludzi.

Timothy Snyder napisal, ze dla oligarchéw panstwo prawa to przeszkoda w bezwzglednym wykorzystywaniu zwyklych
ludzi do zarabiania jeszcze wigkszych pieniedzy. Nie chodzi o promowanie zadnych treici, a o chaos, bo w chaosie
oligarchia ma si¢ najlepiej. Dlatego oligarchowie z paristwem prawa sprébuja walczy¢, a demokracja z caly mocg musi
sprowadzi¢ ich rozbujale ego na ziemie. Swiatem majg rzadzi¢ ludzie demokratycznie wybierani na kadencje, a nie
globalni oligarchowie stojacy ponad prawem.

Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Vice-Présidente, chers collegues, 'Europe n'est pas
une colonie chinoise, et elle ne sera jamais le 51e Etat américain. Quand vous voulez opérer chez nous, eh bien vous
devez respecter nos lois. Ceest simple, c’est basique. Le reglement sur les services numériques a été adopté ici, dans cette
enceinte, par une majorité écrasante des députés et par 'unanimité du Conseil. Mais a quoi cela sert-il d’avoir des lois,
aussi belles soient-elles, si nous n'avons pas le courage de les appliquer? Depuis des semaines, face aux ingérences
incessantes de Musk (en Angleterre, en Allemagne, partout en Europe), votre Commission semble tétanisée.

Alors nous sommes ici une majorité a vous dire une chose simple: n'ayez pas peur! Publiez les résultats des enquétes sur
X et TikTok! Exigez la transparence algorithmique! Sanctionnez ceux qui violent nos lois, si puissants soient-ils! Ne cédez
pas aux pressions venues des Etats-Unis ou de certains gouvernements européens, aux attitudes de laquais! N'écoutez pas
les voix de la soumission dans cette enceinte! Montrons ensemble que nous ne sommes pas des paillassons! Soyons
inflexibles, et alors nous serons respectés!

Zala Tomasi¢ (PPE). — Gospa predsednica. O aktu o digitalnih storitvah krozi veliko dezinformacij. Jasno moramo
povedati, da DSA ne doloca, kaj je nezakonita vsebina, in to ostaja primarno v pristojnosti drzav ¢lanic. Pri DSA gre v
veCini za harmonizacijo nadega digitalnega trga. Absolutno moramo izjave o politicni cenzuri vzeti resno. Poleg tega
lahko tudi sami opazimo, da se dolocene vsebine na socialnih omrezjih favorizirajo, in Evropska komisija mora prepre-
¢iti, da bi prihajalo do taksnih zlorab in politi¢nih obracunavanj — posebej na nacionalnih nivojih, saj je ravno cenzura
in politicno kritiziranje v nasprotju z evropsko zakonodajo in v nasprotju z aktom o digitalnih storitvah.
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Digitalna doba Ze sama po sebi prinaa ogromno novosti. VmeSavanje v volitve ni ena izmed njih, saj obstaja Ze
desetletja. Kar je novo, je, kako z lahkoto se to lahko naredi. In vmeSavanje v volitve je nesprejemljivo. V. mnogih
drzavah, vkljuéno s Slovenijo, smo se borili za demokracijo in za postene volitve. In od tega ne odstopamo tudi v
digitalni dobi.

Sebastian Kruis (PfE). — Voorzitter, Ja, links is aan het verliezen. De macht glipt uit hun handen en hetzelfde geldt voor
hun spreekbuis, de traditionele media. Daarom zijn ze in paniek en daarom hebben we vandaag voor de derde keer in
drie maanden tijd ditzelfde debat.

Jarenlang beinvloedden lieden zoals Bill Gates of George Soros de politiek in Europa en ver daarbuiten. Nooit heeft
iemand in deze zaal er ook maar iets over gezegd. Maar nu gaat het om iemand met een andere mening, die hij
verspreidt op sociale media. En dan staat opeens hier iedereen op zijn achterste benen. Want Elon Musk is fout. Net
als Donald Trump. Net als Geert Wilders. Net als mijn partij en net als iedereen met wie links het niet eens is. Maar de
mensen thuis, die zijn wel wakker. Dankzij sociale media zijn zij niet meer afhankelijk van het links-liberale orkest van
ellende, dat dagelijks op hun televisie verschijnt. Daarom heeft links hier vandaag een heel arsenaal uit de kast getrokken
om onwelgevallige meningen aan flarden te schieten en hun eigen mening als enige waarheid op te leggen aan de
mensen thuis. Maar elke inperking van de vrijheid van meningsuiting is een inperking van de democratie. Dus daarom
mijn oproep aan links: stop met het tornen aan onze vrijheid en het afbreken van onze democratie! Want censuur is niet
de oplossing voor jullie ondergang.

(De spreker stemt ermee in om te antwoorden op een “blauwe kaart™-vraag)

Reinier Van Lanschot (Verts/ALE), “blauwe kaart”-vraag. — U heeft het over censuur. En ik vraag me echt af of u
tiberhaupt deze wet heeft gelezen? Kunt u één artikel noemen waarin daadwerkelijk censuur wordt opgelegd? Want in
deze wet wordt alleen bepaald dat wat offline illegaal is ook online illegaal is. Heeft u het tiberhaupt gelezen?

Sebastian Kruis (PfE), “blauwe kaart™antwoord. — Ja, ik wacht even het karige applaus af.

Het punt is dat alles wat we hier vandaag proberen te regelen in deze Digital Surveillance Act ook kan worden geregeld
in de nationale wetgeving. En u weet dat de grootste Nederlandse delegatie, de Partij voor de Vrijheid, ijvert voor het
terughalen van macht van Europa naar nationale lidstaten. k weet dat de meneer van Volt gruwt van de begrippen
“nationale lidstaten” en “soevereiniteit”, maar wij willen dus meer soevereiniteit voor Nederland en voor alle andere
landen binnen de Europese Unie. En daarom zijn we dus tegen onnodige regelgeving vanuit het Europees Parlement,
die er uiteindelijk voor zal zorgen dat er meer censuur wordt opgelegd, terwijl vrijheid van meningsuiting zou moeten
gloriéren.

En dat boegeroep stimuleert me alleen maar.

Adam Bielan (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Niestety styszelismy podczas tej debaty proby relatywizowania wolnosci
stowa. Dlatego trzeba powtérzyé: wolno$é stowa nalezy do podstawowych praw czlowieka. Bez swobody wyrazania
swoich pogladéw nie ma demokracji. Dlatego ustroje totalitarne tworzg ministerstwa prawdy, rozbudowane systemy
cenzury i knebluja usta obywateli. W przeciwienistwie do wigkszosci z panstwa ja urodzilem si¢ w kraju totalitarnym.
Doskonale pamigtam, ze komunisci niczego bardziej si¢ nie obawiali i niczego bardziej nie zwalczali niz wlasnie wol-
nosci stowa.

Dlatego z przerazeniem slyszg, jak obecnie rzadzacy w moim kraju — ale 1 wielu urzednikéw europejskich — wzywaja do
odtwarzania systemu cenzury. Chcg zakazywa¢ dzialalnosci niewygodnych stacji telewizyjnych czy portali spotecznos-
ciowych. Chcg wyrzucaé z pracy lub wtragcaé do wigzienia za wpisy w internecie. To nic innego jak realizacja koszmar-
nych wizji komunistéw. DSA mialo wzmacnia¢ pozycje obywateli w sytuacji konfliktu z wlascicielami platform, a nie
ogranicza¢ swobode¢ wyrazania swoich pogladéw. Wraz z wprowadzaniem cenzury umiera demokracja. Dlatego wierzeg,
ze Europejczycy si¢ na to nie zgodza.

(Mdwca zgodzit sig na pytanie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki)

Pierre Jouvet (S&D), question «arton bleur. — Vous parlez de liberté d’expression et de censure, mais est-ce que relayer
des théories du complot, comme l'a fait M. Musk au mois d’octobre sur son compte X, partager des faux articles de
presse de maniére permanente, affirmer sans preuves que des médias menent des opérations de propagande, vouloir
méler des vidéos d'intelligence artificielle pour disqualifier des candidats (comme l'a fait M. Musk pendant la période des
élections présidentielles américaines), accuser le Premier ministre britannique d’avoir couvert des viols d’enfants alors que
Cest faux, est-ce ¢a, Monsieur, votre liberté d’expression, ou plutot votre liberté de mentir?
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Adam Bielan (ECR), odpowiedZ na pytanie zadane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki. — Méwi o wprowadzaniu cenzury
prewencyjnej wtedy, kiedy Ministerstwo Cyfryzacji w moim kraju, w Polsce, wprowadzajac DSA chce, by prezes urzedu
zaleznego od rzadu wydawal nakazy blokowania treici w internecie. Méwie o cenzurze dlatego, ze te decyzje majg by¢
stosowane bez udziatu sadu.

Jednoczesnie ten przepis dodano do projektu ustawy wprowadzajacej DSA juz po konsultacjach publicznych i obywatele
bedg mogli odwolywaé sie do sadéw administracyjnych po dokonaniu usunigcia tych treSci. Ale ta procedura bedzie
trwala wiele miesigcy. To jest wiasnie cenzura.

Die Prisidentin. — Ich mochte vielleicht noch einmal die Regeln fiir Fragen nach dem Verfahren der blauen
Karte kommunizieren. Jemand, der auf der Rednerliste steht, sollte normalerweise keine Frage nach dem Verfahren der
blauen Karte stellen — denn er hat die Mdglichkeit, seine Meinung zu duflern —, sondern es ist eine Moglichkeit fiir
jemanden, der nicht sowieso schon Redezeit hat.

Zum Zweiten: eine halbe Minute fiir die Frage, eine halbe Minute fiir die Antwort — und ich bitte Sie wirklich, sich daran
zu halten. Wir haben diese Debatte bis jetzt sehr grofziigig gehandhabt, aber wir haben trotzdem noch sehr viele
Redner, die noch iiber die Fraktionen angemeldet waren, und nur noch eine Stunde Zeit bis zu den Abstimmungen.
Und ich denke, wir sollten uns jetzt angesichts dessen wirklich auf die strengen Regeln der Fragen nach dem Verfahren
der blauen Karte konzentrieren, damit die Redner, die auch auf der Liste sind, auch die Moglichkeit haben, dranzukom-
men.

Dan Barna (Renew). — Doamnd presedintd, dezinformarea si manipularea au ajuns astizi teribil de ieftine si accesibile.
In campania electorald din Romania, 25 de pagini de Facebook au rulat 4 100 de reclame fake la adresa Elenei Lasconi,
candidata pro-europeand la presedintie. Au fost vizualizate de 199 de milioane de ori. Repet: 25 de pagini, 4 000 de
reclame au generat aproape 200 de milioane de vizualizari.

Aceasta este puterea unei singure retele. Dacd inmultim cu 4 sau 5, cifrele devin ametitoare, iar acest exemplu e din
vremea in care, teoretic, existau mecanisme de control si blocare a fake news. Acum, odatd cu Donald Trump, vedem
cum toti mogulii internetului se aliniazd in spatele unui presedinte care promoveazi dezinformarea ca politicd publici.
Suntem in pragul unei tehno-oligarhii care controleazd informatia globald si care elimind cu iresponsabild mandrie
mecanismele interne de protectie la minciund.

Singura cale sd o combatem este statul de drept si legea. Istoria ne aratd cd nu poate exista viitor fird adevir. Asta
trebuie si apere DSA-ul.

Peter Agius (PPE). — Sinjura President, niechu gost nara Kummissjoni Ewropea attiva fuq l-operat tal-gganti tal-internet.
Pero rrid nara aktar Kummissjoni proattiva. Innutajt li hafna minna tkellmu fuq ir-riskji, izda hemm bzonn nitkellmu
aktar fuq l-opportunitajiet.

FMalta nghidu fil-politika trid tisma’ z-zewgt iqniepen. Pero dawn l-algorithms ituk dejjem aktar minn dak li taf diga,
jikkonsolidaw dak li inti diga tahseb. Minjaf kiecku dawn ikunu obbligati bl-algorithms ituk opinjonijiet differenti, varjeta
ta’ opinjonijiet? Nixtieq nissottolinja wkoll il-valur straordinarju tas-socials bhala pjattaforma alternattiva ghan-negozji.
Eluf ta’ negozji Ewropej twieldu u kibru bis-sahha tas-social media. Persuni b'dizabilita, attivisti ta’ kull xorta bnew
komunita bis-sahha tas-social media. Ghalhekk jista’ jkollna hafna red lines, is-sigurta, id-demokrazija. Perd l-akbar red
line taghna hija l-liberta tac-cittadini.

Nicolae Stefinutd (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, I listen to some colleagues and, quite frankly, quoting Zuckerberg,
quoting Musk, in this debate is like quoting the owner of Haribo on the benefits of gummy bears!

Platformele sociale au promis si ne conecteze, dar, in realitate, ele ne separd. Pirintii stau intr-o camerd, copiii in alta,
fiecare trdind intr-o realitate datd de ecranul lor. Algoritmii decid ce vedem. Algoritmii decid ce gandim. Algoritmii decid
ce votdm, iar botii amplificd toate aceste mesaje pand le fac virale. $i atunci ne intrebdm de ce castigd extremismul?
Pentru ci informatiile false devin vizibile, iar adevirul este ascuns sub pres.
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Am vidzut asta si in Romania si atunci cand a iesit adevarul la iveald, abia s-a mai auzit, pentru cd a fost o camera plind
de minciuni. Democratia nu poate fi cumpdiratd de cei care controleazd algoritmii. Democratia nu are niciun pret si ea
este in pericol, iar noi suntem aici sd o apirdm. Asa ci vreau sd-i spun domnului Musk cd Véclav Havel a spus: ‘adevérul
si iubirea bat ura si minciuna’.

Jorge Buxadé Villalba (PfE). — Sefiora presidente, con mucho dinero y amenazas, son ustedes quienes llevan décadas
imponiendo en los medios, universidades y colegios sus dogmas fandticos, caza de brujas, cancelacién profesional o
censura directa.

Jamds en la historia de Europa se habfa producido una cancelaciéon del pensamiento. Utilizar el Reglamento de Servicios
Digitales como instrumento de censura masiva, utilizando a verificadores que actiian como agentes de la Cheka, y
sancionar a Elon Musk porque abre paso a la libertad es la prueba de su derrota.

Una ola enorme de libertad corre por las calles de Europa y se desborda con entusiasmo en las redes sociales: «el Estado
no puede privar de la vida a sus ciudadanos ni cooperar con ello», «el clima cambia siempre, pero influye més el sol que
mi coche diésely, «el islam politico es incompatible con Occidente» o «debe iniciarse un amplio programa de deporta-
ciones masivas de inmigrantes ilegales» son cosas que, hace unos pocos dias, daban lugar a la cancelacién en las redes
sociales.

Ustedes han perdido ya, y el poder les serd arrebatado, tarde o temprano. Ustedes ofrecen pasteles envenenados a la
gente, pero la gente quiere pan y quiere libertad; quiere justicia y patria.

(El orador acepta responder a una pregunta formulada con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE), domanda «artellino blu». — On. Buxadé, Lei dice che il DSA sta minando la liberta delle
nostre persone, sta praticando la censura, quando quello che chiede ¢ che, invece, se ci sono delle censure che devono
essere fatte, devono essere trasparenti. Non sono censure, ma sono fact checking, cioé la verificazione della veridicita dei
fatti.

Invece, queste cose avvengono comunque, perché sono gia le piattaforme che decidono con gli algoritmi cosa vediamo e
che decidono cosa pud essere visto, cosa deve essere cancellato e cosa deve essere eliminato.

Allora, va bene per Lei che questo potere sia nelle mani delle piattaforme — e quindi di pochi miliardari — e non nelle
mani di questo Parlamento, dove Lei siede? E cosi che si ritiene patriota?

Jorge Buxadé Villalba (PfE), respuesta de «tarjeta azul». — Cuando los multimillonarios trabajaban para ustedes no les
importaban: ni Elon Musk, ni ninguno; ni Bezos, ni Mark Zuckerberg... Cuando estaban con ustedes no les importaban
y, ahora que dicen dibertad», empiezan a preocuparles.

Yo lo que digo es que no utilicen el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales para imponer esa censura que ya han impuesto en
las universidades, en los colegios y en los propios Parlamentos. Porque aqui hay una parte de este hemiciclo que no tiene
representacién porque todos ustedes tienen cero respeto por la democracia.

La verdad: estdn perdiendo. Sé que muchos de ustedes han pasado una mala noche. No se preocupen, les quedan
muchas peores.

Regina Doherty (PPE). — Madam President, Commissioner, as Timothy Snyder said, 'to abandon facts is to abandon
freedom’.

In recent months, we have seen an election in the European Union suspended due to illegal content and manipulation of
algorithms. We have US tech billionaires promoting far-right politicians in Europe and talking about taking down
democratically elected governments in Europe. Now we see social media platforms reducing their oversight.

Next month marks one year since we passed the Digital Services Act, and it will be all for nothing if national regulators,
including Ireland’s — my own, Comisitin na Medn — don’t have the resources that are needed to make sure that we bring
it into full effect.
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So let us be very clear: this is not about controlling free speech. Instead, it's about ensuring that no voices can be
silenced or drowned out by incitement to hatred, deliberate misinformation or manipulation of algorithms. It’s about
protecting democracy online. It's about making the online space open to everybody, not just the highest bidder.

EU regulators need to agree soon — now, not in 2026 — on a common approach for age verification to protect our
young people. And furthermore, platforms should be banned from making money profits from criminals by taking ads
for people who are purporting crimes.

Europe faces vital elections next year and we need to make sure that we control freedom of speech on all of our
platforms.

Katarina Barley (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin! Die Frage, welche Regeln wir uns im Internet geben, die ist entscheidend fiir
unsere Demokratie, denn die Informationen sind die Basis fiir unser Verhalten. Jetzt hore ich hier von der rechten Seite
ofter mal: Wir haben ja das freie Internet — und wenn wir da regulieren, dann ist das Zensur. Ich darf Sie erinnern: Es
gibt Regeln in diesem Internet. Nur von wem werden die gemacht? Die werden gemacht von amerikanischen Oligarchen,
von der chinesischen Regierung und vom Kreml. Das sind im Moment diejenigen, die die Regeln machen.

Wer was sieht, das entscheiden die Algorithmen. Das entscheiden nicht demokratische Parlamente, das entscheiden auch
nicht Sie. Das entscheiden diejenigen, die ich gerade genannt habe. Und Sie nennen sich Patrioten oder Nationalisten.
Und Sie liefern die europiischen Biirger diesen drei Gruppen aus — amerikanischen Oligarchen, der chinesischen Regier-
ung und dem Kreml. Denn die machen im Moment die Regeln. Wenn wir als demokratische Akteure hier Regeln setzen
und sagen: Unsere Regeln gelten, Thr diirft nicht — Thr drei Gruppen — massiv Desinformation, wie zum Beispiel der
Kreml, hier in unser europdisches Internet giefen, dann ist es etwas zum Schutz unserer Biirgerinnen und Biirger und
etwas, was von der Kommission dringend besser umgesetzt werden muss.

Anna Brylka (NI). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Szanowni Panstwo! Digital Service Act wprowadza niebezpieczne zmiany w
zarzgdzaniu treScia online. To po prostu sankcjonowanie cenzury w internecie. Teoretycznie ma chroni¢ prawa uzyt-
kownikéw. W praktyce przewiduje miedzy innymi usuwanie wiadomosci prawdziwych, ktére unijne lub lokalne wladze
uznajg za szkodliwe dla spoleczenstwa. Digital Service Act to ograniczenie wolnosci stowa poprzez wprowadzenie
cenzury i nadzoru nad algorytmami poprzez arbitralnie ustalane mechanizmy moderagji.

Ochrona przed dezinformacja staje si¢ pretekstem do kontrolowania tresci przez Unig. To jest bardzo wazne w konteks-
cie tego, co wydarzylo si¢ niedawno w Rumunii i co kilka dni temu zakomunikowal byly komisarz Thierry Bretton. Po
uniewaznieniu wyboréw prezydenckich w Rumunii mozna zrobi¢ to samo w Niemczech, a potem pewnie w Polsce. Nie
jesteScie demokratami. ZaczeliScie walczy¢ z demokracja od razu, kiedy przestaje wam ona sprzyja¢. Budujecie nowy
zwiazek sowiecki w Europie. Naprawde to s3 te wasze unijne wartosci? Jak zwyciezca wyboréw jest kto$ nie od was, to
mozna go po prostu usunaé, bo to jest dezinformacja?

Maravillas Abadia Jover (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, en un mundo donde lo digital es inseparable de lo cotidiano,
debemos asegurar que nuestras democracias no sean vulneradas. Como diputados electos, tenemos la responsabilidad
de defender sus pilares también en el mundo digital.

El Reglamento de Servicios Digitales fue un hito esencial, que garantiza la libertad de expresién de sus ciudadanos y su
independencia y evita la manipulacién algoritmica. Las redes sociales deben proteger la libre opinién de sus usuarios sin
que esta sea eclipsada por intereses comerciales, politicos o injerencias extranjeras. Hemos visto cémo la sombra de la
duda se extiende sobre ciertas plataformas que no proporcionan la transparencia requerida. Por eso, debemos exigir la
aplicacion eficaz del Reglamento de Servicios Digitales.

Defender la soberania digital de la Unidn es proteger nuestra democracia, nuestra libertad y nuestro Estado de Derecho
frente a potencias extranjeras que pretenden debilitar nuestros valores con sus granjas de bots. Las libertades de infor-
macién y de expresién no solo son compatibles con este Reglamento, sino que se ven fortalecidas por él.
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Sandro Ruotolo (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, proprio perché amiamo la liberta di espressione,
pensiamo che il signor Musk sia un pericolo per la democrazia, perché rappresenta qualcosa di nuovo: il tecnopopu-
lismo. L'uomo pit ricco del mondo, politico, monopolista, che mette in discussione le democrazie liberali e lo Stato di
diritto.

E noi sappiamo quanto sia importante battersi contro i monopoli privati per rafforzare le nostre democrazie. Non ¢
accettabile che, attraverso la piattaforma X, il signor Musk interferisca negli affari interni degli Stati membri dell’Europa,
sparga odio e disinformi.

I giganti dei social media si sono schierati con le loro piattaforme per la destra americana, mentre Meta ha recentemente
sdoganato le fake news: percio, dobbiamo sapere quanto prima se la piattaforma X ha violato il Digital Services Act.

Dobbiamo batterci per una sovranita digitale europea. Solo cosi potremo difendere le nostre democrazie.

Presidente von der Leyen, I'Europa non puo piu balbettare.

Fernand Kartheiser (ECR). — Madame la Présidente, nous devons défendre la démocratie et les droits fondamentaux.
D'un c6té, la Commission européenne censure et s'immisce dans des élections démocratiques, de l'autre coté, il y a ceux
qui défendent la liberté d'expression et l'intégrité des élections. Le réglement sur les services numériques doit étre
réformé de fagon fondamentale. La meilleure réponse a la désinformation n’est pas la censure, mais la liberté d’expres-
sion. Le professeur américain Michael Shellenberger, pére des Twitter Files, nous I'a rappelé lors de sa récente visite dans
ce Parlement. Le président Trump, Elon Musk et Mark Zuckerberg nous montrent le chemin.

En Europe, le pire est malheureusement encore a venir. Le «bouclier de la démocratie», un nouveau projet de la
Commission von der Leyen, viendra restreindre encore davantage nos libertés. Le meilleur bouclier de la démocratie
sera celui que nous léverons pour protéger les citoyens des tendances totalitaires de la Commission européenne.

Bart Groothuis (Renew). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, promoting one political party dur-
ing an election while suppressing others, or even rolling out the red carpet for Russian disinformation campaigns on a
Chinese platform, it reminds Europe of its darkest hours. Yet it has happened in Romania. And it's happening in
Germany. So no doubt what needs to be done: uphold and enforce the law.

But if that means that over TikTok, China would limit our access to critical raw materials, or the US would limit its
support for to NATO, the nature of the game is changing. So then there can be only one response: to create European
alternatives for social media platforms. But all of that will be unnecessary — unnecessary — if you, Commissioner, uphold
the law and enforce it in the rules-based order we have. The proof of the pudding is in the eating. Please act.

Gaetano Pedulla’ (The Left). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, regolare le piattaforme internet con il Digital
Services Act non basta.

Ho ascoltato la Vicepresidente Virkkunen e capisco la sua strategia, ma se vogliamo davvero riappropriarci della nostra
sovranita digitale, contrastare la disinformazione e guidare lo sviluppo della tecnologia, non c’¢ alternativa a promuovere
nuove infrastrutture digitali europee. Solo cosi potremo contrastare ingerenze e manipolazioni algoritmiche, proteg-
gendo le nostre democrazie e la liberta di espressione.

Bene dunque implementare il DSA e sanzionare e denunciare le fake news, ma per garantire con efficacia una corretta
informazione e la democrazia ¢ urgente favorire il pluralismo delle piattaforme, prima ancora che il pluralismo sulle
piattaforme.

L’Europa ha i mezzi economici e tecnologici, ma se non creiamo un’altra identita digitale resteremo ancora qui anni a
parlare di Musk, di Zuckerberg e delle manipolazioni di questi pericolosi tecno-oligarchi.
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Stéphanie Yon-Courtin (Renew). - Madame la Présidente, le réglement sur les services numériques (DSA) est un outil
essentiel pour garantir que notre espace numérique reste un lieu sr. Mais son efficacité repose sur son application
stricte: celle de nos regles, que nous, représentants de 450 millions de citoyens européens, avons fixées, et qui s'appli-
quent a toutes les plateformes qui opérent sur notre marché, indépendamment de leur nationalité.

N'en déplaise a MM. Musk et Zuckerberg, qui souftlent a l'oreille de Donald Trump de déréguler et qui menacent I'Eu-
rope de représailles si elle osait sanctionner. Oui, chacun est libre de penser et de s'exprimer librement, quoi qu'en disent
les pseudo-souverainistes européens, qui confondent censure et lutte contre la manipulation de linformation. Mais
quand une plateforme devient un outil d'ingérence et de haine, elle cesse d’étre un réseau social pour devenir une
arme politique. Si certaines plateformes ne veulent pas l'entendre, alors c’est leur responsabilité. Leurs algorithmes ne
peuvent plus étre des boites noires pour amplifier la désinformation ou la polarisation.

Faire respecter le DSA, c’est protéger nos valeurs européennes, la diversité de nos opinions et, justement, notre souver-
aineté européenne. C'est un signal clair: en Europe, les droits des citoyens priment sur les intéréts d’'une poignée d’oli-
garques du numérique. Alors, Madame la Vice-Présidente de la Commission européenne, n'ayez pas la main qui tremble:
appliquez la loi, toute la loi, rien que la loi.

Eheovopa Melém (PPE). — Kupia Tpoedpe, kupla Emitpome, ta mpaypata evar amhd. Tmyv npaypatkr] Coff exel o, 1
e\evdepia Tou evog otapatdel kel mou Eekvaer i eheudepia tou dAou. Kar autd yiat ta Sikawopata ka i afonpéneia, 1)
dnpokpatia, mpootatelovtal and Toug vopous. 1o mapdAnho ynelakd cupmav, wotoco, 1 dnpokpatia déxetal eniveon oTo
1610 ¢ To Ovopa and SaotpefropEvous alyoppous mou eve divouv TV aiodnon e diakiviiong ey kal TANPOPOPLOV 0TO
mAaioto e ekeudeplag Tou AOYou, 0TIV TPAYHATIKOTITA —TAPAGKIVIAKA— £XOUV TPOUECH Ve KATEUDUVOUV TNV KOWI YVOT,
V& TV XEPAyWYHoouV €Xovtag otoxo oloug epdc. Ataotpeflopévol akyoppot pag kadodnyouv oto motov da yngicoupe, oto
Tt Ja TOTEWPOoUE, 0To TOG Ja Pwvicoupe, oto mag Ja {fjooupe. H e\eudepia tou Adyou kamotou katamatd to dikaiwpa oty
aglompéneta kamotou dANou. H Eupemnaikr Evaor, €xovtac aviAngdel and vepic toug kivduvoug mou ehoyelouv, epmvelotike
v pakn yia g Yneiakés Ymnpeoteg, £va mpaypatikd moAAa unooyopevo mhavo mpootaciag yia 0Aoug pag. Topa mpénet va
TElCOUE TIG MAATQPOPLES VO TIPOCAPHOOTOUY, VO CUHHOPQwIOUY. Agv eipacte oUTe amethr] yU' auTeG. Aev kouvape to daytulo.
Aev ¥éhoupe va Tic kAeicoupe. Aogdlela kar dnpokpatia YEhoupe kar Eekddapa yneuaka Sikawopata. Tatl, ayamnrol ouva-
dehgot, Aumapar mou da cag To M, aANd av oty mpoondveld mOU KAvoupe dev GUHHOPYLIOUY Kat ot MAATQOpiES, TOTE Va
katakiger OAn avty n mpoonddela oav TG odryieg tou agpomhavou. Kaveig dev da g akover otav divovtal, kai Otav To
agpomhavo mé@Tel kavelg dev a Tig thpel.

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiores representantes del Consejo y de la Comision,
calumniar, difamar, propalar esas mentiras que llaman desinformacién, el odio y la confrontacién no es libertad de
expresion ni estdn protegidos por la Carta ni por las constituciones de los Estados miembros. Y, sin embargo, ese es
exactamente el designio de los algoritmos adictivos, en manos de una oligarquia de magnates de ultraderecha, erigidos
en sefiores de la guerra contra los valores y contra el Derecho europeo.

La Unién Europea no puede ni arrodillarse, ni rendirse, ni abdicar de su legislacion y, por tanto, la primera obligacién de
la Comision es hacer valer el Reglamento de Inteligencia Artificial, el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales, el Reglamento
de Mercados Digitales y el Reglamento General de Proteccion de Datos, que ofrecen el estindar de proteccién mds alto
del mundo.

Y, mientras llegan esas multas que tienen que ser impuestas a quien viole el Derecho europeo y esas exigencias de que
los jueces impongan restricciones a los designios de esos magnates detrds de las redes sociales, hay algo mds que la
Unién Europea puede hacer: poner en pie redes sociales europeas con algoritmos transparentes, que garanticen un
debate ptiblico merecedor del nombre de democritico y participativo de la ciudadania.

Susanna Ceccardi (PfE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il diritto di esprimere i propri pensieri senza paura &
uno dei grandi doni della democrazia, e lo diceva Roosevelt, un democratico.

Nello scorso mandato, io e la Lega abbiamo votato contro il Digital Services Act.
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Altro che proteggere la democrazia: il Digital Services Act, cosi come ¢ stato concepito, ¢ una clava nelle mani degli
oligarchi dell'Unione europea. Questo regolamento non nasce per tutelare i cittadini, ma per controllare e censurare. E
lennesimo strumento di chi, con il pretesto di combattere fake news e interferenze straniere, imbavaglia il dissenso e
rafforza il pensiero unico.

Questo ¢ un dibattito costruito soltanto su misura contro Elon Musk, colpevole di aver reso X una piattaforma aperta e
libera da ogni censura ideologica. E cosa dite ora di Zuckerberg, che si allinea a queste nuove spinte di liberta? E la
dimostrazione che il vento sta cambiando.

La dittatura del politicamente corretto sta finalmente crollando nel resto del mondo, tranne che in Europa. E I'Europa
rischia di subire una deriva antidemocratica e censoria grazie all'Unione Sovietica europea.

Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovana predsjedavajua, poStovana potpredsjednice, kolegice i kolege, danas je ovdje u
goebbelsovskom stilu izgovorena nekoliko puta laz, a to je da DSA dopusta cenzuru.

Prema tome, jo§ jednom ¢u ponoviti i kao bivia novinarka, Akt o digitalnim uslugama nije akt cenzure, ali sloboda
izraZavanja ne znaci istodobno slobodu govora mrznje. Nadam se da ¢emo se svi sloziti s time. I kolege zdesna i kolege
slijeva.

Medutim, na nesto bih drugo htjela upozoriti, jednako tako i potpredsjednicu. Mislim da u izri¢aju moramo biti puno
pazljiviji. Ne moZemo govoriti o nezakonitom govoru mrznje ili o ilegalnom govoru mrznje. Dakle, ili je govor mrznje
ili nije, tako da vas molim da budemo vrlo precizni. Dakle, bez ovih pogresaka koje nam se dogadaju mozda negdje u
prijevodu.

Sto se tice regulative, i dalje smatram da mi, kao visoki stupanj demokracije koji smo dosegli, moramo stititi nase
demokratske vrijednosti. Stoga vas pozivam, nemojmo se sluZiti lazima, sluzimo se istinom, jer istina ipak na kraju
uvijek pobjeduje.

President. — As we have many people on the speakers’ list already who asked for the floor or are on the list of the
political groups, I would really ask you to respect the speaking time.

And, again, I want to remind you that those who have already had several blue-cards or speaking time should not ask
for another blue-card, just to give the chance to all the speakers to be heard.

Paolo Inselvini (ECR). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, perché avete cosi paura della liberta di espressione?
Perché avete cosi paura delle opinioni e del confronto?

Per anni le piattaforme digitali, con il pretesto di combattere la disinformazione, hanno censurato. Da tempo, noi
denunciamo il potere sproporzionato di multinazionali che condizionano le menti e le opinioni delle persone. La cor-
aggiosa risposta della sinistra? Il silenzio. O peggio il sostegno colpevole ai censori. In nome del politicamente corretto,
dell'ideologia gender e del Green Deal vi siete passivamente allineati e ora chiedete la censura di chi garantisce la liberta
di espressione, cosi come esultate per 'annullamento ingiusto delle elezioni rumene.

Si tratta di stare con la liberta o con coloro che sono pronti a piegarla per la propaganda della propria ideologia. Noi
non abbiamo paura del confronto: sappiamo chi siamo, ma soprattutto sappiamo che la verita vince sempre. E se, come
dice Sant’Agostino, la verita & come un leone che si difende da solo, a noi il compito di liberarla.

Moritz Korner (Renew). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Die freie Meinungsiuflerung ist die
Grundlage unserer Demokratie, und deswegen: Der DSA etabliert auch kein Wahrheitsministerium, sondern setzt klare
Regeln und Transparenz. Wenn Musk und Weidel auf X miteinander sprechen, dann ist das nicht verboten, hat der DSA
auch nicht verboten, ist auch passiert. Aus meiner Sicht hat es ja auch eher die Unfihigkeit von Alice Weidel gezeigt,
dieses Gesprach. Aber wenn Musks Inhalte automatisch durch die Algorithmen immer bevorzugt werden, dann ist das
ein Problem, und genau das ermittelt die EU-Kommission gerade, dass die Algorithmen dort verdndert werden.
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Wenn Zuckerberg sagt, dass er mit der US-Administration gemeinsam gegen die EU-Regulierungen vorgehen will, dann
konnen wir das nicht akzeptieren und miissen als EU klar sein. Aber ist es vollig falsch, dass Zuckerberg jetzt mit
Community Notes Faktenchecks macht? Ich finde, wir sollten dort zumindest in die Richtung schauen — es ist im DSA
auch nicht klar vorgegeben, wie Faktenchecks stattzufinden haben.

Jetzt soll TikTok von den USA und China betrieben werden. Wo bleiben wir Europder? Setzen wir uns stirker dafiir ein,
dass Innovation auch aus Europa kommt und nicht nur viel Regulierung, meine Damen und Herren.

Lidia Pereira (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, «ndo crer a verdade é mentir com o pensamento; impugnar a verdade é
mentir com a obra; afirmar a mentira é mentir com a palavra». Estas palavras do padre Anténio Vieira devem fazer-
nos refletir.

As redes sociais e as suas dindmicas podem ser virtuais, mas as suas consequéncias sdo bem reais.

O Digital Services Act (DSA) traz seguranca, transparéncia e credibilidade para o setor digital, e ndo podemos adiar a sua
agdo. O DSA respeita as liberdades individuais e a liberdade de opinido. Responsabiliza as plataformas digitais pela
partilha de contetido falso, mal-intencionado e manipulador de emoc¢des ao servico dos inimigos da democracia, que é
como quem diz, os inimigos do povo.

As redes sociais ndo podem desresponsabilizar-se pelos conteddos partilhados que, em tantos casos, ameacam as demo-
cracias europeias enquanto lucram de forma colossal, mas imoral, com a mentira.

Se «impugnar a verdade é mentir com a obra», entdo, temos uma responsabilidade: ndo falhar aos europeus, impugnar a
mentira e fazer obra com a verdade.

Angéline Furet (PfE). — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, je suis ici pour dénoncer le réglement sur les services
numériques, le DSA, qui, sous couvert de lutter contre la désinformation, institutionnalise une censure d’Etat a I'échelle
européenne. En effet, ce texte bafoue l'un des principes fondamentaux de nos démocraties: la liberté d’expression, ce
principe autrefois sacré que le DSA semble vouloir aujourd’hui enterrer, sacrifier sur l'autel d’'une vérité officielle, pas
toujours authentique, imposée par des technocrates. En muselant les voix dissidentes, ce reglement ne protége pas les
citoyens, il les infantilise, il les prive de leur capacité de discernement.

Toute censure est un aveu. On ne baillonne que la bouche qui dit vrai. Avec le DSA, 'Union européenne ne fait
quavouer sa crainte de la vérité en imposant sans cesse des outils de controle toujours plus oppressants. Aussi, je vous
exhorte a rejeter cette dérive autoritaire. Plutdt que de censurer, défendons les droits des citoyens européens a s'exprimer
librement, sans crainte ni museliére institutionnelle.

Markéta Gregorova (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, dear colleagues, imagine a platform where fake accounts and
Al-generated content influence public discourse with precision. A platform owned by a foreign actor in close relation to
their state leadership. A platform with algorithms engineered not to inform but to provoke, amplifying the most divisive
and negative reactions. A platform that dominates our digital landscape. Now consider a platform benefiting specific
individuals during an election in Europe.

What platform did each of you imagine? Was it TikTok or X? These parallels should be striking to us Europeans. Long
gone is the time when social media giants just wanted to increase their profits. Now there are political motivations
behind our feeds, endangering our democracies.

Extremists will accuse us of taking their free speech rights while they are owning the main means of public commu-
nication. Don’t act neutral. Standing in the middle between autocracy and democracy just means standing on the side of
autocracy.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)
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Ondfej Dostal (NI), otdzka poloZend zvednutim modré karty. — Pani predsedajici, pani kolegyné, budu mluvit Cesky, jsme
Cesi. Pokud vadm vadi zahrani¢ni vméSovéni, neni tim sprdvnym ndstrojem zavést obdobu amerického Foreign Agents
Registration Act tak, aby kazdy, kdo mluvi za cizi zdjmy, musel deklarovat, Ze je placen ze zahrani¢i? Nam to nevadi. My
ani pfi sebelepsim auditu nemdme za sebou cizi penize, ale ukdzalo by to presné, kdo mluvi za Trumpa, za Muska, za
Cinany, za Rusy & tieba za George Sorose. Neni to lepsi ndpad?

Markéta Gregorova (Verts/ALE), odpovéd na otdzku poloZenou zvednutim modré karty. — DEkuji za otdzku. Ve skute¢nosti
tento legislativni ndvrh uZ lezi v Evropé na stole. Pfipravila ho nase byvald ceskd kolegyné Véra Jourova. V podstaté je to
néco na zptisob toho amerického zdkona, akorat mnohem citlivéjsi, protoze v zdkonech, jako je tento, se musite velmi
citlivé zabyvat tim, jestli nepotlacujete svobodu slova, ale skute¢né jenom usilujete o vétsi transparentnost. Ja si myslim,
Ze ten navrzeny zakon tim smérem jde, a budu na ném rozhodné ve Vyboru pro ustavni zaleZitosti izce pracovat.

Sophia Kircher (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, geschitzte Vizeprisidentin der Europiischen Kommission, liebe Kolleginnen
und Kollegen! Die Digitalisierung veridndert die Art, wie wir leben, wie wir kommunizieren, wie wir arbeiten und wie wir
uns informieren. Sie bietet uns zahlreiche Chancen, aber definitiv auch Risiken. Fake News und Hass im Netz gefihrden
unsere Demokratien und vermindern auch das Vertrauen in Medien und Institutionen. Der DSA ist nun das Werkzeug,
um die Chancen zu nutzen und vor Risiken zu schiitzen. Damit machen wir die Europdische Union weltweit zum
Vorreiter und verpflichten soziale Medien, gegen Fake News und Desinformation vorzugehen. In jiingster Vergangenheit
gab es besorgniserregende Anlassfille, die nun durch die EU-Kommission tberpriift werden. Mit diesen Ergebnissen
werden wir das Schutzschild DSA noch stirker machen — fiir eine freie und sichere Demokratie in Europa.

Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospa predsednica! Véeraj smo bili ob Trumpovi prisegi prica ne¢emu povsem novemu. V
prvo vrsto je postavil lastnike najvecjih tehnoloskih velikanov, s tem pa jasno pokazal, kdo bo imel vpliv na njegovo
agendo ter komu bo v prvi vrsti sluzil. To ni ¢lovek, to ni narava, to je kapital, to so oligarhi.

Danes Ze vemo, da je pojav druzbenih omreZij pred nekaj desetletji pomenil prelomnico za demokracijo, za kapitalizem,
za celotno clovestvo. Skupaj z razvojem pametne tehnologije so se v tem Casu tehnoloska podjetja popolnoma razbo-
hotila. V svojih rokah so omogocila koncentracijo neverjetnega kapitala, s tem tudi neverjetnega vpliva.

Razveljavitev volitev v Romuniji, vpletanje v volitve v Nem¢iji, vimeSavanje v Veliki Britaniji in v Italiji ni ve¢ drugega kot
hibridna vojna, enaka tisti iz Rusije.

V Evropi smo v zadnjih letih vzpostavili visoke standarde za zasCito digitalnega okolja. Poteza Muska in podobnih
testirajo vse pravne meje, hkrati tudi nase temeljne vrednote — vrednote Evropske unije. Torej moramo zahtevati odlo¢no
ukrepanje Evropske komisije proti vsem mogo¢im samodrzcem in neomejenemu vplivu.

Cas je, da resno razmislimo tudi o vzpostavitvi pravil in koncentraciji mo¢i tudi v digitalnem svetu. V kolikor tega ne
bomo storili, je ¢as, da resno razmislimo o kolektivnem umiku s platform. Hvala in sre¢no, Evropska unija.

Ernd Schaller-Baross (PfE). — Tisztelt Elnok Asszony! Nevezziik nevén a dolgokat! A DSA a jelenlegi formdjiban a
politikai cenzira eszkozeként is szolgdlhat. Mark Zuckerberg is elmondta, hogy politikai kérésre, politikai nyomdsra
cenzrdztak egyoldaltan tartalmakat.

Az Egyesiilt Allamokban sokan engedtek a nyomadsnak, de ott a torvény a cenzdrit nem irja el6, és tgy tlnik, az
Egyesiilt Allamokban tanultak a hibdikbdl.

Nem ugy Eurdépédban. Félek, hogy Eurépaban a baloldal nem tanul, ismét nem tanul. De ezt a DSA-t ebben a formaban
meg kell sziintetni. Nem tobb hivatalnokra van szitkségiink Eurépdban, aki cenzirdz. Koltsiink inkdbb, teszem azt, a
hatdrvédelemre, de arra ugye nem akarnak ennyi pénzt kolteni.

A szabad véleménynyilvanitdst és az egyenld feltételeket biztositani kell. Ez a demokracidnk alapja. Mondjunk nemet a
politikai cenziréra!
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Tobiasz Bocheriski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Szanowni Panstwo! To wy, postowie lewicy, i wy, biurokraci, niszc-
zycie wolno$¢ stowa, ktora jest fundamentem europejskiej cywilizacji. Dzisiaj macie czelno$¢ stawad tutaj i opowiadad,
ze Elon Musk jest faszystg. Czlowiek, ktéry ustanowil nielimitowang, nieograniczong wolno$¢ stowa na swojej platfor-
mie, za§ wy nie dostrzegacie nielogicznosci swojej wypowiedzi.

Wprowadzacie cenzurg, poniewaz wolno$¢ stowa, ktéra jest nieograniczona, nie potrzebuje zadnej kontroli.
Kontrolowana wolno$¢ to nie jest wolno$¢. Weryfikacja, standardy spotecznosci to sg kryteria propagandy. To sg kryteria
cenzury i pafistwo tego nie dostrzegacie. Boicie si¢ prawdy, boicie si¢ wolnosci, ale przede wszystkim boicie si¢ tego, ze
narody Europy beda pisaly i méwily to, co mysla. Bo wtedy podwazy to fundament waszej falszywej biurokracji i waszej
wiadzy, ktérej tutaj bronicie. Bo nie bronicie wolnoci w zadnym sensie.

Bartlomiej Sienkiewicz (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Do prawej strony sali: przestaricie udawaé, ze chodzi wam o
wolno$¢ stowa. Wy jestescie partia Trumpa i Muska w Unii Europejskiej. Wczoraj owacyjnie klaskaliScie Trumpowi i nie
przeszkadza wam, ze ten prezydent Standéw Zjednoczonych zapowiedzial wojne handlows niszczacg gospodarke Unii
Europejskiej. Dzi$ bronicie amerykanskich platform internetowych i nie przeszkadza wam, ze ich algorytmy beda czgscia
amerykanskiej technologicznej agresji wobec Europy. Dla mnie jako Polaka wsparcie platformy X dla AfD juz jest aktem
agresji wobec mojego kraju. I dziwie si¢ postom z mojego kraju, z Prawa i Sprawiedliwosci, Ze si¢ na to godza. Jesli
Komisja Europejska nie bedzie w stanie powstrzymac platformy X przed ingerencja w europejska polityke, jesli DSA
zostanie martwym prawem, to Unia Europejska straci suwerenno$¢. A wy z prawej strony sali jesteScie forpoczty tej
agresji. Jestescie zdrajcami Europy.

Fabienne Keller (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, Monsieur le Ministre, nous sommes au
lendemain de I'investiture de Donald Trump, une investiture qui s'accompagne, nous le savons, d'un grand danger pour
nos démocraties, pour les citoyens européens, pour la liberté d’expression. Car c'est justement la démocratie et la liberté
d’expression que nous avons voulu protéger quand nous avons voté le réglement sur les services numériques (DSA).

Contrairement a ce quavancent les dirigeants des grandes plateformes X et Meta, la liberté d’expression réside la ou
toutes les opinions peuvent s'exprimer dans le respect des uns et des autres. Or, la dérégulation laisse place aux discours
de haine, aux contenus pédopornographiques, terroristes, misogynes et racistes. Ne nous trompons pas: Elon Musk et
Mark Zuckerberg ne défendent pas la liberté d’expression. Ils veulent seulement véhiculer leur propre idéologie.

Non, I'Europe n’est pas faible. Nous avons, Madame la Commissaire, le DSA pour faire face & ces menaces. Appliquons
ce réglement, Madame la Commissaire, avec rigueur et détermination, pour conduire toutes les plateformes a respecter
nos régles et, surtout, a respecter nos valeurs pour protéger nos concitoyens.

Konstantinos Arvanitis (The Left). — Kupia Ipoedpe, kupia Enitpone, av ta mpaypata nijyavay 1060 kahd —yiati undpyel
no\U¢ autoénavoc— dev da eixape ta mpofMuata ot Poupavia. XVeg maving kataldfape kar enionua ot t0 poAoL yupioe
oto 1935, anod v ophia tou kupiou Trump. Exoupe tov dedotalto avadewpntr] TG 10TOplag Kai Tov TPomayavdlotr Tou pe
T0 XpHa, tov kUpto Musk. Tehika o kUptog Musk and 0,1t gaivetar €xel ko kowvoPouleutikr) eknpooonnor ede. Toco madog
yia Tov kUpto Musk and cuvadégoug eupofouleutés, olte yia avdpamoug yia ta avipeniva dikaiopata. Oé\o va oag 1o ot
npocwmika dedopiéva, euaiodnTa KPATIKA [LUCTIKG, EUMIOTEVTIKEG TApOQOpie, dafadiopéva eyypaga uyiotng onpaciag, mo-
Tikol alyopwpol, ava maca oTiypr pnopouv va fpedolv oe Yépia atOpV mOU anepyalovial Ty MOALTIKY, TV KOWOVIKN, TV
owovopikr anootadeponoinon. O Musk, ot KwvéCor, 1 Cambridge Analytica —pnv Eeyvidpacte— 1 xanoiog Mhog. Eivar
Kkpiowo Aomodv va dolpe T da kdvoupe epeis. INepuévoupe and v Emrtporn) kar mig kufepvioeis va mpowdroouv pe
oxupoTepn muypr v egappoyn e Ipakng yia g Yneuakeg Ynnpeoies, kar kalovpe ta opyava g Eveong va emkaipo-
To0UV SLaPKAG TN OXETIKT Vopovesia pe vées mpoPAeyels kat va TpOAApBAVOUHE v AVTIHETOTICOUNE avadUONEVES TPOKATOEIC.
H 1otopia, otav enavalapfdavetar, yivetar gapoa kar Tig pépeg tou 1935 dev da g Eavalfooupe ofjpepa. 'H tote pe toug
Xrthepikoug kat tov Goebbels 1 oruepa pe dANoug mou Tov Javpalouv.
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Ewa Zajaczkowska-Hernik (ESN). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Podczas gdy Donald Trump wydaje dekret o zakazie ogra-
niczania wolnosci stowa, Unia Europejska kolejny raz cofa si¢ w rozwoju. Formalnie chcecie chroni¢ demokracjg, wpro-
wadzajac rézne mechanizmy kontrolne, faktycznie chcecie skupi¢ w swoich rekach narzedzia, ktérymi zniszczycie poli-
tyczng konkurencje. A jak wam jaki$ rzad si¢ nie spodoba, to po prostu go obalicie.

Odbierzecie ludziom jedng z najbardziej podstawowych wolnosci — wolnos§¢ stowa. Dlaczego? Bo si¢ boicie wolnosci
stowa. Ludzie widzg wasze przekrety, manipulacje, zaklamanie, wasze zlodziejstwo, i boli was to, ze w internecie ludzie
pisza wprost to, co o was mys$la. Dlatego chcecie zamkngé nam usta.

Dla was demokracja jest wtedy, kiedy ludzie mysla, pisza i méwig wprost i méwig to, co wy nakazujecie swoim
lewackim sposobem myslenia. Prawicowe i konserwatywne poglady sa ,myslozbrodnia”, a dzisiejsza debata powinna
nosi¢ nazwe ,Potrzeba wzmocnienia cenzury, aby chroni¢ koryto tych, co rzadza Unig Europejska”.

Jezeli tak bardzo wam si¢ nie podoba platforma X czy inna platforma, na ktorej jest wolnos¢ stowa, to co wam szkodzi
po prostu sie z niej wylogowaé? Przeciez nikt was nie zmusza do korzystania z tych platform w mediach spotecznos-
ciowych, ktére propagujg prawdziwa wolno$¢ stowa. Macie wybdr, skorzystajcie z niego i wszyscy beda szczgsliwsi.

Nina Carberry (PPE). — Madam President, Commissioner, we are at a critical moment when it comes to both protecting
our democracies and citizens in the digital age. Many social media platforms, which once served as tools for connection,
are increasingly becoming hubs for disinformation, exploitation and harm. This isn’t just about protecting democracy.
Anonymity is being weaponised in other ways. Catfishing, where predators create false identities online, devastates lives,
exploiting vulnerable individuals, including children.

The Digital Services Act is a bold start, but we must go further as this is not about eroding the right of having
anonymity. It is about ensuring platforms can verify real users to deter fake accounts used for harm, protect children
and vulnerable individuals, and build a digital environment of trust and accountability. The time for decisive action is
now.

(The speaker agreed to take a blue-card question)

Yvan Verougstraete (Renew), question «arton blews. — Madame, je vous rejoins largement sur vos constats. Mais,
comme vous et comme I'ensemble du Parlement européen ici, nous avons recu la semaine passée...

Last week you received an email, like everybody here in this hemicycle, asking for Elon Musk to be a Nobel Prize
candidate, coming from the EPP. My question is, how is it feasible or what is your opinion in regard to this demand?
Is it normal for the EPP, or for the group? Do you support that initiative? Do you think it's normal to have someone
making some interference, disinformation and supporting having abnormal words against the Prime Minister of Great
Britain and making all this disinformation, who would be a candidate for a Nobel Prize?

Nina Carberry (PPE), blue-card answer. — Thank you for your question, but what I'm trying to say is I think we should
really, really put pressure on the platforms to make sure there’s verification identity, and I think this would solve a lot of
problems.

ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/0j 35/148


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

EN 0J C, 9.10.2025

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin! Jede Person hat das Recht auf freie Meinungsiuf8erung. Das ist in der EU-
Grundrechtecharta und verfassungsrechtlich in allen Mitgliedstaaten garantiert. Meinungsfreiheit ist Herzstiick jeder lib-
eralen Demokratie, und das unterscheidet uns von autoritiren Regimen wie in Russland oder China. Sie endet allerdings
dort, wo das Strafrecht beginnt. Die grofSen Plattformen konnen sich nicht aus der Verantwortung ziehen, wenn wie auf
X der Holocaust geleugnet wird, antisemitische Parolen in Gewalt miinden und Terrororganisationen bejubelt werden.
Wozu Untitigkeit fithren kann, zeigte sich in Myanmar, wo Facebook-Algorithmen zum Zundstoff fur Gewalt wurden.
Der DSA nimmt Onlineplattformen in die Verantwortung, Algorithmen offenzulegen und Falschinformationen zu
loschen, und er sorgt fiir rasche Reaktionen auf Gewaltaufrufe, Terrorpropaganda oder Verbreitung von Kinderporno-
grafie. Wer darin Zensur, ideologische Motivation oder Unterdriickung unliebsamer Inhalte sieht, hat die Verordnung
offensichtlich nicht gelesen. Was offline illegal ist, muss auch online illegal sein. Und was offline rechtmifig ist, ist auch
online rechtmifig. Es ist so, und es bleibt so!

Juan Carlos Girauta Vidal (PfE). — Sefiora presidenta, a ver si lo he entendido: si el magnate, el multimillonario, resulta
que favorece la ideologia woke metiendo dinero en medios de comunicacion, en programas educativos, en ONG,
entonces es un fildntropo, como George Soros y como Bill Gates. Pero si resulta que lo que hace es comprar y abrir a
la libertad una red —que quiere decir que en vez de tener verificadores se autoorganiza, que es la manera en que se
acaba sabiendo la verdad sobre los asuntos—, entonces sera llamado nazi.

Ustedes quieren dar lecciones sobre lo que es la desinformacién y varios han dicho aqui que el sefior Musk hizo un
saludo nazi ayer. Las verificadoras lamentablemente estdn sesgadas. Las empresas que se han dedicado a verificar lo que
era verdad o mentira —que hay que ser arrogante y hay que considerar a los ciudadanos como menores de edad— estdn
todas sesgadas hacia la izquierda.

Con esto estamos ganando en libertad. Efectivamente, lo que ustedes estdn proponiendo aqui es el regreso a la censura.

Lara Magoni (ECR). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il DSA ¢ nato con 'ambizione di salvaguardare la demo-
crazia dai pericoli del mondo digitale: disinformazione, incitamento all'odio e campagne manipolative online.

Tuttavia, le promesse di questa legge si stanno scontrando con le difficolta della sua applicazione sul campo. La liberta di
espressione rischia di essere sacrificata in nome di una regolamentazione sempre piu invasiva, mentre negli Stati Uniti si
profila un approccio diametralmente opposto.

Non possiamo affrontare il problema della disinformazione come una questione puramente tecnica: € un tema politico e
culturale. Dobbiamo investire in alfabetizzazione digitale, rendendo i cittadini consapevoli delle dinamiche online, senza
ricorrere a un eccesso di regole che finirebbero per minare i valori democratici che vorremmo proteggere. 1l rischio
concreto ¢ che la Commissione agisca troppo lentamente, consentendo alla disinformazione di modellare il dibattito
pubblico prima che le autorita riescano a intervenire.

Il DSA deve rimanere uno strumento per responsabilizzare, non per controllare, come invece vorrebbe fare la sinistra,
annebbiata dall'inesistente pericolo fascista in tutta Europa. La vera risposta sta nel bilanciare la tecnologia con i nostri
valori democratici.

Dariusz Joniski (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Po tym, jak mieliémy proby wplywania przez Rosj¢ za pomocg mediow
spoteczno$ciowych na wybory w Moldawii, Gruzji czy Rumunii, ta debata dzisiaj jest priorytetem. Otz dzi$ juz wiemy,
ze nie tylko Rosja chce wplywal na wyniki wyboréw w Europie, nie tylko Rosja chce rozbi¢ Europe poprzez telefony,
poprzez media spoleczno$ciowe. Sg tez inni. A sie¢ stala si¢ dzi§ takim kolejnym frontem. I to od nas, od naszych
metod zalezy, czy t¢ wojng wygramy.

I z jednej strony, musimy ochroni¢ nasza demokracje. Musimy ochroni¢ Europe. Tak, réwniez w Polsce, dlatego, ze
18 maja sg wybory prezydenckie i nie chcg, zeby Putin na Kremlu czy najbogatszy czlowiek $wiata decydowat o losach
naszego kraju, o wynikach wyboréw. A z drugiej strony, chodzi o bezpieczefistwo naszych dzieci. I méwie to jako ojciec
dwojki dzieci. A wiem, ze okolo 50% dzieci w wieku od 4 do 9 lat ma smartfona. I zamiast kontrolowa¢ musimy
oczywiscie uczulaé, edukowaé, a Scigal tych, ktérzy probuja wplywaé przez internet na naszych obywateli i na nasze
kraje. To jest nasz priorytet.
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Sophie Wilmes (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, tout le monde a le droit d’exprimer ses opinions, M. Musk égale-
ment. Mais la liberté d’expression, pour s'exercer pleinement, doit respecter une série de principes. Elle ne peut pas étre
un outil pour tromper volontairement ou pour diffamer, par exemple. Surtout, elle doit pouvoir s'exercer pour tous,
équitablement. Cela veut dire sans trucage — qui viserait a avantager le récit qui convient davantage a une idéologie ou
les intéréts d'un individu.

Si nous avons un réglement sur les services numériques, c’'est d’'abord pour protéger les utilisateurs et nos droits fonda-
mentaux. Mais, pour que ce dernier soit vraiment efficace, il faut des enquétes qui aboutissent et des sanctions en cas
d'infraction. Car, évidemment, personne n'est au-dessus des lois. Comment expliquer qu'une enquéte démarrée en
décembre 2023 n'ait pas encore abouti? Les plateformes, elles, n'attendent pas. La preuve, Madame la Commissaire:
vous avez dG ajouter trois mesures d’enquéte depuis. Combien d'élections en Europe se trouveront encore potentielle-
ment sous pression avant que la Commission n’apporte une réponse claire?

Madame la Commissaire, on doit faire mieux, on doit faire beaucoup mieux, avec trois maitres-mots en téte: agilité par
rapport a une réalité en perpétuelle évolution, rapidité dans l'analyse et efficacité dans l'application de nos régles.

Dick Erixon (ECR). — Fru talman! Alla diktaturer i historien har inskrinkt yttrandefriheten med motiv att hindra
desinformation, att hindra 16gner. Darfor dr DSA en tragisk rittsakt som leker med elden.

Jag vill i stillet virna om var europeiska upplysningstradition och skulle dd kunna citera Voltaire: "Jag ogillar vad du
sdger, men ar beredd att gd i doden for din ritt att sidga vad du tycker.” Det dr en grundliggande princip som dr mycket
djupare 4n en enskild lagstiftning, en grundldggande virdering.

De som utmanar vara visterldndska virderingar, dem ska vi mota i 6ppen debatt. Jag tycker det dr markligt att s3 manga
i den hdr kammaren inte verkar tro pd vara virderingar, utan vi mdste censurera, stoppa och hindra. Jag dr vertygad
om att vi kommer att vinna varenda debatt med Ryssland, Kina och alla andra diktaturer som forsoker undergriva vara
varderingar.

Vi ska ta dem i 6ppen debatt, inte genom att fors6ka anvinda deras metoder. Det dr helt grundldggande att vi vdrnar véir
yttrandefrihet istillet for att jaga kontroll.

Reinier Van Lanschot (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, imagine that everything we do online is like an ocean. In that
ocean, social media are islands and some of those islands enable people to connect and participate in the public debate. -
But in this vast digital ocean, some social media are not islands, but icebergs. Icebergs where you only see the content
the owner of that platform wants you to see. Other opinions are kept underwater.

Elon Musk has transformed X into such an iceberg. He orders his own algorithms to spread his destructive vision and
influence elections in Europe. These icebergs also allow hostile secret services to damage our democracy. Armies of
trolls push extremist pro-Russian political parties like the AfD, and this is happening as we speak.

We ask, therefore, the European Commission to rescue our democracy from the armies of trolls and trigger the crisis
response mechanisms immediately.

Alice Teodorescu Mawe (PPE). — Fru talman! Alla bekinner sig till yttrandefriheten i teorin, men flertalet med brask-
lappen att de sjilva som goda forstds har en skyldighet att skydda samhallet mot farliga yttranden fran de daliga. S&
lange vi sitter fast i detta korrupta, men effektiva, tankesitt kommer vart fria samhille inte kunna dra nytta av yttrande-
frihetens fortjanster, samtidigt som vi undervirderar att det dr verkligheten som péverkar manniskors politiska val.

Ty den som inskrinker yttrandefriheten for att stirka demokratin undergriver densamma, medan den som védgar stirka
yttrandefriheten, som alltid syftar till att skydda det avvikande, stirker dven demokratin. Dérfér far ingen EU-lagstiftning
stiftas eller anvindas for att kvisa politiskt oliktdnkande.
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Yttrandefriheten som princip ger oss ingen exakt mall for hur vi bést hanterar vare sig bittra skrivbordskrigares troll-
ningar eller fientliga staters desinformation. Daremot ger den oss vért viktigaste verktyg, och det ar det fria dsiktsutbytet.

Europas yttrandefrihet mdste vara grundbult och rittesnore for tolkning och tillimpning av modern lagstiftning som
Digital Services Act. Sarskilt nir det finns gott om kortsiktiga opportunistiska argument for motsatsen.

Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il dibattito di questa mattina ha chiarito che per molti
colleghi della destra la liberta di espressione significa che in Europa dovrebbe essere possibile discriminare le donne o
dichiarare gli omosessuali dei malati mentali, amplificando questi contenuti tramite gli algoritmi, in modo non traspar-
ente e pagando per dare a questi contenuti piu visibilita.

Noi non siamo d’accordo. La maggioranza di questo Parlamento ha deciso di difendere davvero la liberta di espressione,
con regole che devono essere implementate senza timidezze.

Commissaria Vicepresidente Virkkunen, non perdiamo altro tempo. A chi ci ha definito una tirannia dobbiamo chiedere
rispetto, e dobbiamo chiarire che non accettiamo — e non accetteremo — interferenze nei processi democratici con
manipolazioni e abusi di conflitti di interesse, magari sfruttando ricchezza e potere.

La nostra stessa democrazia oggi ¢ in gioco. Dobbiamo fare tutti le scelte giuste.

Petra Steger (PfE). — Frau Prisidentin, sehr geehrte Damen und Herren! Die gesamte Debatte ist einfach nur unfassbar.
Wenn man sich einige Wortmeldungen hier herinnen angehort hat, dann ist es wirklich an der Zeit zu sagen: bis hierher
und nicht weiter. Was Sie unter dem Deckmantel von Demokratie und Freiheit durchziehen und noch weiter planen, ist
nichts anderes als ein Frontalangriff auf die Grundrechte der Biirger Europas. Der Digital Services Act, Ihr angebliches
Instrument gegen Desinformation, das Prestigeprojekt vom ehemaligen EU-Kommissar Thierry Breton — Sie wissen
schon, der Paradedemokrat, der gleich ganze Wahlen annullieren will, wenn nicht das gewiinschte Ergebnis heraus-
kommt —, ist in Wahrheit nichts anderes als ein Zensurwerkzeug der iibelsten Sorte.

Sie drohen sozialen Plattformen und zwingen sie, Inhalte zu entfernen — Sie sagen, es geht Thnen um Desinformation
und Fake News. Doch ich frage Sie: Wer bestimmt, was richtig und was wahr ist? In Wirklichkeit geht es Thnen nur
darum, dass Meinungen, die lhnen nicht in den Kram passen, geloscht werden sollen.

Ist das wirklich Thre Vorstellung von Freiheit? Wenn ja, dann sind Sie leider vollkommen falsch abgebogen. Demokratie
schiitzt man nicht mit Verboten. Freie Meinungsduferung schiitzt man nicht mit Zensur und Faktencheckern. Freie
Wahlen schiitzt man nicht durch Annullierung. Eine Demokratie, in der Meinungsfreiheit beschnitten wird, ist keine
Demokratie mehr — es ist eine Fassade, hinter der Gleichstellung und Unterdriickung lauert.

Marco Squarta (ECR). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il Digital Services Act poteva essere un passo cruciale
per equilibrare il mercato digitale, tutelare i cittadini e garantire opportunita alle piccole e medie imprese in un contesto
dominato dalle Big Tech.

Tuttavia, le recenti interpretazioni delle sue disposizioni dimostrano come il confine tra regolamentazione e imposizioni
di narrazioni univoche possa diventare sempre pit labile.

Mi chiedo dunque: garantire un ambiente online equo e sicuro significa necessariamente favorire dinamiche di controllo
eccessivo, troppo simili alla censura? La liberta di espressione € un principio non negoziabile e combatteremo contro
ogni tentativo di trasformare la regolamentazione digitale in uno strumento per imporre un pensiero unico o soffocare
opinioni scomode.

E essenziale presentarsi come un faro di equilibrio tra innovazione e liberta, guidando la trasformazione digitale senza
cedere a derive centralizzatrici. Solo cosi potremo costruire un futuro digitale che tuteli i nostri valori fondamentali e
affermi allo stesso tempo la leadership globale dell’Europa.

Sedn Kelly (PPE). — Madam President, after three hours in the Chamber, I finally get the podium.
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A Uachtardin, Commissioner, the Digital Services Act is a powerful tool to protect democracy and ensure that social
media platforms operate responsibly. However, its potential will only be realised if it is properly enforced.

Right now we are falling short and the consequences are evident, not only for our democracies but for our most
vulnerable citizens: our children. Minors are not just passive users of social media. They are active participants, often
engaging with technology designed without their safety in mind.

Algorithms prioritise sensationalism and addictive content, exposing children to harmful practices. inappropriate mate-
rial, and exploitative advertising. Loot boxes that mimic gambling, influencers pushing vaping and targeted ads for
unhealthy products are just the tip of the iceberg.

Recent studies show that nearly 60 % of children aged 8 to 12 have encountered harmful content online. Behind these
numbers are real children whose well-being and development are being undermined by the greed of platforms that
prioritise profit over protection.

Platforms must be held accountable for their algorithms, their recommendation systems and their content moderation,
or lack thereof. Protecting democracy and protecting minors must go hand-in-hand.

Veronika Cifrovad Ostrihofiovd (Renew). — Madam President, as a former journalist, I value the freedom of speech
very dearly. And let me be very clear: the DSA and fact-checking protect this freedom. Fact-checking flags disinforma-
tion and keeps social media open for honest and transparent debate.

Are we suppressing opinions? Look around this Chamber. I think every opinion here is well represented on social media
and elsewhere.

We must act and enforce the DSA to ensure that platforms used by European citizens are transparent, accountable and
respectful of our rules.

But let me say this: can you see what we are doing? We are merely reacting. And we will surely continue to do so. But
reacting is not enough. We must move beyond the reaction mode and stop only responding to what happens in the US
or elsewhere.

Innovation, research, business and education have never been more important than they are today. Let this be the main
lesson of this long, long debate to take from here. I want a future where Europe dares to lead the way. So let’s start
working on this here together.

Krzysztof Smiszek (S&D). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Kilka miesiecy temu, w pazdzierniku, dokladnie w tym miejscu
sprzeciwialiSmy si¢ ingerencji Rosji w wybory prezydenckie w Moldawii. Miesigc pdzniej, w listopadzie, potepialiSmy
wplywy wschodnie na wybory parlamentarne w Gruzji. W grudniu, w czasie wyboréw prezydenckich, wspieraliSmy
panstwo czlonkowskie naszej Unii Rumuni¢ w walce z dezinformacjg na TikToku.

A co zrobilismy, gdy pare tygodni temu gtéwny doradca prezydenta Stanéw Zjednoczonych Donalda Trumpa wszed! z
butami na nasze wlasne podwérko? Co robimy z ekscentrycznym miliarderem, ktéry manipuluje algorytmami na jednej
z najwigkszych platform internetowych? No niewiele.

Mamy doskonale narzedzie do tego, zeby z tym walczy¢ — akt o uslugach cyfrowych. Pracowalismy tak ciezko nad tg
legislacja, ktorej nie potrafimy efektywnie dzisiaj uzy¢. Czas na dzialanie. Czas na dzialanie europejskiego prawa. Skrajna
prawica zacheca do ingerencji z zewnatrz, méwigc o wolnosci stowa. Kiedy w koficu nauczycie si¢ odréznia¢ manip-
ulacje i propagande od dostepu do informacji i demokracji. Ten oligarcha moze dzisiaj jest po waszej stronie, ale
nastepny moze nie by¢. I co wtedy zrobicie?

David Cormand (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, mes chers collegues, le débat de ce matin est éclairant.
Contrairement a ce qu'on a voulu nous faire croire, le sujet, ce n'était pas parler de censure ou d’absence de censure,
de liberté de parole ou d'absence de liberté de parole. Le débat de ce matin, il se résume en un mot: la souveraineté.
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La souveraineté européenne, c'est-a-dire la souveraineté de I'Union européenne, suppose la souveraineté des nations
européennes. Cette souveraineté est aujourd’hui attaquée. Elle est attaquée par les milliardaires de la Silicon Valley, qui
veulent réduire les peuples européens en esclaves. Le plus surprenant, c'est que les premiers lobbyistes de cette attaque,
ici méme en Europe, ce sont les membres de I'extréme droite, qui prétendent défendre notre souveraineté.

La vérité aujourd’hui, c’est que ceux qui veulent livrer nos travailleurs, nos entreprises et notre économie aux oligarques
de la Silicon Valley, c’est I'extréme droite européenne. Alors, Madame la Commissaire, nous vous invitons a vous battre,
a vous battre a nos cotés pour défendre la souveraineté des citoyennes et des citoyens européens contre ceux qui veulent
l'abattre.

Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left). — Sefiora presidenta, voy directo al grano. En este tema estamos también hablando
de soberania estratégica europea y esto ha quedado de manifiesto en muchas de las intervenciones anteriores. Hay un
mantra en este Parlamento que denuncia la interferencia en procesos electorales, pero solo se dirige hacia Rusia,
obviando que también los Estados Unidos y algunos Estados miembros de la Unién lo hacen cuando lo consideran
oportuno, y los Estados del Sahel, Venezuela y Georgia son un claro ejemplo de ello.

Las grandes redes sociales estdn siendo utilizadas al servicio de una agenda politica determinada. El problema no es la
orientacién interesada de un medio de comunicacion con fines politicos —que podria ser totalmente legitima—, sino
cémo se manipulan los algoritmos o se organizan granjas de bots para amplificar a grupos e ideas que, de manera
ventajista y democrdtica, pretenden tomar esas posiciones.

Necesitamos que la Comision no se limite a investigar y actte. Tiene las herramientas necesarias para ello y no actuar no
es evitar la confrontacién, supone dejar hacer y que las agendas politicas totalitarias sigan campando a sus anchas. Urge
una aplicacion ya del régimen sancionador del Reglamento de Servicios Digitales, porque no podemos permitir que el
discurso de odio y los contenidos totalitarios sean los ejes de un modelo de negocio en formato de red social.

Marc Jongen (ESN). — Frau Prisidentin! Prisident Trump unterschreibt ein Dekret zum Schutz der Meinungsfreiheit in
den USA. Und die Antwort der EU: noch mehr Zensur. Ist das noch Angst oder ist es schon Panik vor dem miindigen
Biirger? So agieren nicht Demokratien, so agieren Regime. Wir erleben die Einfithrung einer EUdSSR, meine Damen und
Herren. Mehrere Redner hier sagten es ja ganz offen, worum es geht, namlich nicht um den Kampf gegen echte Strafta-
ten — dazu braucht es keinen DSA —, sondern darum, dass Elon Musk mit Alice Weidel spricht. Das darf nicht sein, der
Biirger konnte sich ja sein eigenes Bild machen und sich der Dauerpropaganda der Staatsmedien entzichen.

Wie wir horen, soll es jetzt ein Demokratiesiegel geben fir Wahlen oder Linder, die besonders fleiig zensieren und
tiberwachen. Ohne das Siegel werden Wahlen annulliert, wie in Ruménien oder demnéchst vielleicht in Deutschland. Das
ist Orwell pur. Nehmen Sie bitte das Wort Demokratie nicht mehr in den Mund! Sie besudeln diesen Begriff und merken
es nicht einmal. Von den linken Extremisten hier erwarten wir nichts anderes. Dass die CDU, die EVP hier mitmacht —
das ist Thr Verrat an der Demokratie und an Europa.

(Der Redner ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte* zu antworten.)

Brigitte van den Berg (Renew), blue-card question. — During this debate, all the time we are talking about censorship.
But it’s not about censorship. It's about openness of debate. Let us see what happens right now on Instagram: if you use
the hashtag #Democrat, you get no results, but if you use the hashtag #Republican, you get a lot of results. This is what
happens if we don’t regulate in a fair way and make sure that free speech is actually organised by rules. This is what we
need.

Marc Jongen (ESN), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte. — Liebe Kollegin! Die Botschaft hore ich
wohl, allein mir fehlt der Glaube. Wir haben in Deutschland Staatsmedien, die systematisch die Opposition, die einzige
Opposition im Land — ndmlich die AfD — diskriminieren. Wir werden nicht eingeladen in die Talkshows, wir sind
dramatisch unterreprisentiert, und jetzt, wenn eine Diskussion mit unserer Spitzenkandidatin stattfindet in den sozialen
Medien auf X mit Elon Musk, dann gibt es einen grofen Aufschrei.
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Das ist eine Heuchelei und das sind Doppelstandards, und dagegen wehren wir uns. Und das ist Demokratie ...

(Die Présidentin entzieht dem Redner das Wort.)

Agvutépnc Nikohaouv-Ahafavog (NI). — Kupia [poedpe, i onpepwi) oulitnon yivetar pe oxompdtyra. Eivar onpadepévy and
peyala GURQEEPOVTA. ZTO EMIKEVTPO eival o1 6godpoi avtaywviopol Hvepévev ToAteiov kar Euponaikis Evwone, n npoonddeia
TOV EUPHEVOOIOKGY Hovomwhiwv va Pektiocouv T Déon toug évavtt ekevov e aNAng mheupac tou Athavtikou. Ta
npooynuata, de, yia mpootacia e dnpokpatiag, Eéveg mapepfacels kar otpefrovg alyopidpoug emdibkouy va Eemhivouv
kpat pey Euponaikrg Eveong kat otkovopikoUs Opiloug Toug, GOTE va S0IOVOTIO|oOUY HOVO TOUG GVIAYOVIOTEG. TV
Euponaikr Evoon €xel eamoludel kuvijyt payloomv 06wV anoppintouy ta eupoathavtikd kiplypata. Mmhokapouv Aoyapiac-
poUG mou anokahUTTOuV TNV kAhipakoUpevn epmhokn ¢ Euponaikig Eveong otov meplaiotikd molepo NATO-Pooiag oty
Oukpavia 1] ™ yevoktovia Tou malatotviakol Aaou and o kpatog-kataktntr tou Iopanh. Aftomototvtar 11dn akyopwpor yia
TNV EVIOTIKOTIONNON TG €Pyaoiag, Kat o¢ KOQTNG Tou Katetatou pedou omwg oty ENAGda. Ta cupgépovia, Aomdv, tov
epYQCOHEVOY anaItoly o1 MAPay®YIKEG OUVAHEIS, TO EMOTIHOVIKA EMTEVYHATA V. avTIOTOLJOUV [IE VEEG GYEOEIC MAPAYWYTG,
TNV KOWWVIKOTIONNON TOV HECKV TAPAY®YNG, TOV EMOTNHOVIKO KEVIPIKO OXedON0, kal va umaydouv OV IKAvOToinon Tev
AikOV avaykov kal Ot Tov KamtaAloTdy 6 pag 1 e aAANG mAeupag tou aviaywviopou.

Spontane Wortmeldungen

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Madam President, it has never been easier to access information, and yet it has never been
easier to sell a lie. Is it true that the more smart the phone, the dumber the person using it?

We can hear in this debate many concerns about cybercrime and about the DSA. I think that nowadays, when all the
authoritarian regimes are using information as the communists, fascists and national socialists once did, we have our-
selves a tool that all the democracies in the world can only envy.

So, dear Commissioner, I expect you to implement this tool and to help our children and the youth and all of those
who don't have such a privilege like us in this House, to prevent manipulation of information and to bring us back in
the dark times of democracy.

Maria Grapini (S&D). — Doamnd presedintd, stimati colegi, doamnd comisard, dezbaterea de astizi aratd ci DSA nu
functioneazd. Si mai inseamnd ceva: cd nu a fost bine inteleasd, pentru cd am vazut foarte multe ludri de cuvant din
partea extremei drepte, care presupune ci aceastd reglementare inseamnd sd nu aibd dreptul la comunicare.

Dar, stimati colegi, democratia nu inseamna haos. Democratia inseamnd reglementare, si democratia inseamna s avem
dreptul toti egali, si dreptul dumneavoastrd este pand acolo pand nu incalcd dreptul celuilalt. De aceea este nevoie sd
avem o reglementare, o transparentd si sd nu avem ... ce-ati spune, dragi colegi, dacd copilul dumneavoastrd s-ar
sinucide pentru niste manipulidri de pe aceste platforme? Daci ati fi atacat in fata casei pentru virulenta si atacurile
nedrepte pe retelele de socializare?

Cred, doamnd comisard, cd trebuie si explicim de ce avem nevoie de reglementare in toate statele membre si si mai
explicdm cd tot ce functioneaza in spatiul Uniunii Europene trebuie si fie respectat si de tdrile terte, de cei care nu sunt
in spatiul Uniunii Europene. Avem nevoie de aceastd reglementare!

Diego Solier (NI). — Sefiora presidenta, hoy hablamos de aplicar el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales para salvaguardar
la democracia y evitar la manipulacién. Pero les pregunto: jsalvaguardarla de quién? 4Evitar qué manipulacién? El verda-
dero problema es que la clase dominante europea no tolera que se cuestionen los cimientos de este sistema disefiado a
su medida durante décadas.

En Espaiia, el Gobierno de Sdnchez ya controla los medios tradicionales a través de las subvenciones publicas o controla
los sillones directamente desde la television ptiblica o las empresas de comunicaciones. El dltimo episodio, el pasado fin
de semana, ha sido el despido del presidente de Telefonica a su antojo. ¢El objetivo?: colocar marionetas al servicio del
poder manipulando los medios para mantener su control absoluto.
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Ojald pronto este Parlamento pueda entregar la libertad politica a quien le corresponde: a los ciudadanos europeos.

(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, thank you for
this very lively debate and your very valuable contributions.

This Commission and me personally are fully committed to promoting and protecting democracy across the EU. The
DSA has given the Commission now the tool needed for a high level of responsibility by providers of online platforms,
combined with very robust oversight. I will continue applying this critical tool, together with the national Digital
Services Coordinators, in an effective and accountable way. In this context I vow to advance with and accelerate the
cases under the DSA and, while respecting due process, come to conclusions as early as legally possible, with solid
evidence in the open proceedings. It's very clear that everybody doing business in Europe or providing services in the
EU has to respect our rules, which are very balanced and fair: the same rules for European companies and for those who
are coming from the third countries.

This DSA is also balancing freedom and responsibility. For example, when it's coming to content moderation — that was
mentioned many times here — in the European Union, the reasons for the content moderation by developers are regis-
tered in a public database in Europe, and annual reports must also be published on their content moderation practices.
So we have a great level of transparency here also when it comes to content moderation, and for these reasons, so the
reasons are published. The users must also have the possibility to opt out of being profiled for their recommender
system, giving users the option of alternative social media feeds.

So transparency is a vital precondition for accountability in democracy, as we know. The Commission will present an
ambitious approach in the Democracy Shield, with a comprehensive, all-of-society approach to face the multiple threats
to our democracy. So I look forward to continuing this exchange with you.

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Madam Commissioner, after
this very emotional debate, a few remarks from the Council.

The rules and values in the Digital Services Act (DSA) are being tested in practice. We are confident that the actions
taken by the Commission and the national supervisors are timely and proportionate. The co-legislators introduced care-
ful checks and balances into the DSA to ensure that fundamental rights, including the freedom of expression, are
granted. Any action taken under the DSA should be taken in a way that respects the fundamental rights of users,
including the freedom of expression and of information, including media freedom and pluralism.

We should also not forget that, in addition to the DSA, we have other legal instruments that have been adopted recently
to fight disinformation and foreign interference, in particular the rules on political advertising and the Media Freedom
Act. In cases where disinformation or interference are linked to a hybrid campaign by hostile third states or non-state
actors, the EU has also taken action under the EU Hybrid Toolbox. This enables us to monitor threats, build social
resilience, prevent incidents and react to them, including through diplomatic measures and, where appropriate, sanc-
tions.

We are, finally, also looking forward to the Commission’s upcoming initiatives on a new European Democracy Shield.
Thank you very much for your attention.

Die Prisidentin. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Schriftliche Erklarungen (Artikel 178)

Marc Angel (S&D), in writing. — Rampant disinformation, vitriolic hate speech and blatant foreign interference: that is
the gloomy reality we encounter when scrolling through certain social media these days.

And some in this house seem to relish this toxic stew.
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Do you really think that our societies will prosper if we sacrifice the civility of our public discourse and compromise our
elections at the altar of a twisted interpretation of free speech?

For us as S&D, it is clear that this is the time to stand up for our values and protect European consumers.
That is why we are concerned with the Commission’s silence in recent weeks.

When one of our flagship laws is attacked and our democracies suffer, the Commission, as the Guardian of our Treaties,
cannot remain silent.

If we give in on the DSA, the GDPR or the DMA may be next.
If American Big Tech wants to access the European market and its 450 million consumers, it has to play by our rules.
We have the tools to protect European democracy and Europeans.

The Commission should deploy the full force of the DSA, swiftly wrap up its investigations and apply appropriate
penalties where necessary.

Let's step up and face this challenge together as a Union!

José Cepeda (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la tecnocasta representan
una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.

La Unién Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comisién que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicaciéon de la legislacién y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comisién ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacion
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rapidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizaciéon por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisioén dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde mdltiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estdndares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Aoukag douvphag (PPE), ypartag. — H mpootacia g dnpoxpatiag anotehel adampaypdreut npotepadmra pag. H Mpan
yia g Yneuakée Ynnpeoteg (Digital Services Act) eivar o khedi yia Ty evioyuon TG dapavelag oTig MAATQOPHES KOVGVIKNG
diktwone, Ty avTETOMIon TG TapanAnpoeopnon Kat v anotpomnr] Eévev napepfaceny.

H emfol) tev kavovev e EE mpénel va eivar auotnpr], He KUPOOELS OTIG MEPIMTOOELS Tapafidoeny. Aev pmopolpe va ermi-
TpEYoupe otig peydAeg mhateopues, onwg o X, to Meta kat to TikTok, va ayvoolv toug eupwmaikoug vopoug yia tm dia-
gavewn ot Swgrpion, ™ dwayeipion dedoptvev kar v anotpom g yepaydynong g mAnpogopiac. H e\eudepia g
éxppaong eivar Jepehadng apxn e EE, aA\a autod dev ouvenayetar v avegéleyktn dpaon Tev 1010KTTOV TGV TAQTQOPHAY.

H Eupann dev eivar évag xopog anoAuTiG avopiag, 0mou Ol enttpenovtal, oUTe Opog Kat éva kadeotas andlutou e\éyyou. H
e\eudepia Tou Aoyou anartel kavoves, dagavela kar uneuduvotnta. Eivar opa va dpacoupe.

Kinga Gaél (PfE), irdsban. — A véleménynyilvinitds szabadsiga az egyik legalapvetébb unids érték és demokricidink
sarokkove. A kozosségi média szabdlyozdsa nem korldtozhatja a széldsszabadsdgot és nem szolgdlhat a politikai vélemé-
nyek cenzirdzdsinak eszkozeként.
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Kiilonosen aktudlis ez annak fényében, hogy Mark Zuckerberg, a Facebook alapitdja maga ismerte be, hogy a kozosségi
média platformok — gyakran kormdanyzati nyomdsra — politikai alapon cenzirdztak tartalmakat, a ,tényellendrok” pedig
politikailag tdl elfogultak voltak és sok hibat kovettek el. Mig az Egyesiilt Allamokban éppen eltorlik a tényellenérok
rendszerét, Briisszel tovabbra is tdimogatja azt.

Elfogadhatatlan, hogy a baloldal és a briisszeli biirokratdk tovabbra is arra akarjak haszndlni a digitdlis szolgéltatdsokrol
sz616 jogszabdlyt (DSA), hogy elhallgattassanak bizonyos véleményeket. A jogszabdly célja éppen az kellene legyen, hogy
megvédje a véleménynyilvanitds szabadsagat ezeken a platformokon.

A Patridta-frakcié tovdbbra is kidll a széldsszabadsdg védelméért és helyredllitdsdért az EU-ban. Egyre erésebbek
vagyunk, és rengeteg eurépai ember tdmogat benniinket, akik nem hagyjdk elhallgattatni magukat. Mindent megtesziink
a cenzira felszdmoldsdért, a széldsszabadsdg védelméért és az emberek hangjanak érvényre juttatdsaért. Mi képviseljitk a
szabadsdgot az Eurdpai Parlamentben.

Lina Gélvez (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la tecnocasta representan
una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.

La Uni6én Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comisién que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicacion de la legislacién y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comision ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacion
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rdpidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizacién por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisién dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde multiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estandares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Nicolds Gonzilez Casares (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la
tecnocasta representan una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.

La Unién Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comisiéon que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicacion de la legislacion y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comision ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacién
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rdpidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizacién por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisién dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde miiltiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estindares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Alicia Homs Ginel (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la tecnocasta
representan una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.
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La Unién Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comisiéon que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicacion de la legislacion y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comision ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacion
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rdpidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizacién por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisién dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde multiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estdndares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Idoia Mendia (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la tecnocasta representan
una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.

La Unién Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comisiéon que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicacién de la legislacion y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comisién ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacion
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rapidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizaciéon por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisioén dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde miiltiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estindares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Marcos Ros Sempere (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la tecnocasta
representan una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.

La Unién Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comision que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicacion de la legislacién y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comision ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacion
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rdpidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizacién por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisién dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde miltiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estdndares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Rosa Serrano Sierra (S&D), por escrito. — El uso de las redes sociales y de sus algoritmos por parte de la tecnocasta
representan una amenaza directa y existencial a las democracias europeas.
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La Unién Europea ya dispone del instrumento para hacerles frente: el Reglamento de Servicios Digitales. Por ello,
exigimos a la Comisién que se mantenga inquebrantable en la aplicacion de la legislacion y que no tenga miedo de
aplicar las sanciones mds severas si la magnitud de las infracciones lo justifica.

El silencio reciente de la Comision ha sido inaceptable. Pedimos a la Comisién que acelere los procesos de investigacion
sobre X, Facebook y TikTok, presente rdpidamente sus conclusiones y rechace cualquier intento de paralizacién por
miedo a represalias.

La Comisién dispone de las herramientas adecuadas para defender y proteger nuestras democracias, y ha llegado el
momento de utilizar todos los recursos de que disponemos para desarrollar nuestra soberania tecnoldgica y nuestra
infraestructura digital con una red social europea.

Las democracias europeas estdn siendo abiertamente atacadas desde multiples frentes externos: es el momento de actuar
sin dobles estdndares y mandar el mensaje alto y claro de que nuestras leyes no se tocan y de que nuestra democracia no
estd en venta.

Uaitno Bumues (ECR), 8 nucmena dopma. — YBaxaemn Komery, ¢ AKTa 3a UMQPOBMTE YCIyTM TBbPISIXTe, e LEUTE I10-
Oe3onacHa OHJIAH cpema. BebiiHoct, obade, ce Lenele IMKTATypa M DOHsKbIe ycmsxte. Chafage ce poisiTa Ha ,QakTyeKbpuTe,
KOMTO IONyYMXa IPYMBIUIIETMSATA 1 OMpEHENAT KOe € MCTMHA 1 Koe — He. KoHTpon Ha meuara, KOHTPON Ha MVCBHITA — CBLIO KaTo
N0 BPEMETO Ha KOMyHM3Ma.

Cera, KOraTo MMaMe mpu3HaHuATa Ha Mapk LIyKbpOBpr 3a MPUCTPACTHUTE aNTOPUTMM, 33 MOLEPUPAHETO HA CHIBPKAHMUETO, 33
TOBA, e € OMIT IIPUHYMEH OT MPeNCTaBUTeNN Ha elepaHOTO MPABUTEIICTBO 1a LEH3ypupa ChIbpXaHie, TpsiOBa aa ObIeM HasICHO,
ye ChIMTE ANTOPUTMM M MOIepMpaHe Ha ChIbPXKaHME Ca MPUIAaraHyu 1 TyK, B EBpoma. 3aToBa CbM M3HEHalaH, Ye TOYHO CIIEf]
BCTBIIBAHETO B UTBKHOCT Ha [loHany TpbMIT BommM To3u mebar.

VIHTepHeT HU Hayuy Ha cBOOOIEH MOCTBI IO BCUYKO. BpeMe e ha ce HayumM Ja ympapisiBaMe TO3M IOCTBIT — 3ala3Baiiki cBoOo-
[[4Ta, HO TapaHTMpaiiKu curypHocrta. CurypHOCTTa Ha MOTpeOMTENs, a He HAa CAMOHA3HAUMIINTE CE €INUTH, KOUTO HOCKOPO
eKCIUIOATHpaxa IIaTQOPMUTE U LEH3YpUpPaxa UyKIUTE MIEH.

AKTBT 32 LMQPOBUTE YCIYTH MMa HyXMa oT APy QOKYC, KOWMTO [a rapaHTMpa Ha rpaxiaHuTte cBOOOIEH HOCTHI 10 MHPOpMALWSL.
A Hyte Tps0Ba [1a HATIPABUM TaKa, Ye HAIIMTE IPAXKIAHM [1a MMAT CIOCOOHOCTTA CaMM JIa OCMUCIISIT KPUTUYHO JOCTUTALIATA [0 TSX
uHpOpMALSL.

Jadwiga Wisniewska (ECR), na pismie. — Akt o Ustugach Cyfrowych (DSA) powstal, by ograniczy¢ rozprzestrzenianie
nielegalnych tresci w sieci i by wzmacniaé prawa uzytkownikéw w internecie, a nie ogranicza¢ ich wypowiedzi. DSA nie
ma by¢ narzedziem cenzury, ale ma chroni¢ prawa podstawowe, w tym mozliwo$¢ swobodnej debaty.

Niestety obserwujemy proby instrumentalnego wykorzystywania DSA do tlumienia niewygodnych pogladéw.
Potrzebujemy ochrony wolnosci stowa, ktéra nie konczy si¢ tam, gdzie przestaja dominowaé poglady mainstreamowe.
Demokracja nie jest wtedy, kiedy wszyscy mysla i méwia to, co szerzy mainstream, ale wtedy, kiedy wszyscy maja
prawo do swoich, réznych pogladéw i wypowiadania ich w internecie.

W Polsce szczegdlnie niepokoi ustawa wdrazajaca DSA, ktdra otwiera droge do cenzury prewencyjnej. Cze$¢ przepisow
ustawy jest wprost sprzeczna z wymogiem poszanowania Karty Praw Podstawowych, na ktéra jasno powoluje si¢ DSA.
Zaklada blokowanie tresci bez udziatu sadu i na podstawie niejasnych kryteriéw — to grozne narzedzie, ktére moze by¢
wykorzystywane do eliminowania krytycznych gloséw, opozycji politycznej i thumienia debaty publiczne;j.

,NIE” dla cenzury i ,TAK” dla wolnosci stowal

(Die Sitzung wird fiir kurze Zeit unterbrochen)
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PRESIDENZA: ANTONELLA SBERNA

Vicepresidente

3.  Resumption of the sitting

(La seduta ¢ ripresa alle 12::22)

4. Welcome

Presidente. — A nome della Presidente, desidero porgere un caloroso benvenuto alla tribuna diplomatica, dove & pre-
sente oggi una delegazione di presidenti e rappresentanti delle regioni ultraperiferiche dell'Unione europea.

Vorrei informare I'Aula che ho ricevuto tre richieste di richiamo al regolamento. Quindi, procediamo con la prima.
Onorevole Mariani, per un minuto.

Thierry Mariani (PfE). — Madame la Présidente, l'article 10 de notre réglement intérieur stipule que les députés pré-
servent la dignité du Parlement et ne portent pas atteinte a sa réputation. Aussi, je tiens a dénoncer l'invitation des
représentants du Front Polisario dans le cadre du groupe de surveillance sur le Maghreb de la commission du commerce
international.

Drabord, cette milice est soutenue par 'Algérie pour déstabiliser le Maroc, un partenaire important pour I'Union europé-
enne. Ensuite, ses liens avec les islamistes, les attaques barbares contre les populations de la ville de Smara en 2023 et
les affaires de détournement d’aide humanitaire du camp de Tindouf devraient nous alarmer. Enfin, en 2018, notre
Parlement avait averti par une résolution des effets négatifs pour les populations locales de la non-application des
préférences tarifaires au Sahara occidental.

Aussi cette invitation nuit-elle a la réputation de notre Parlement et aux populations du Sahara marocain, autant qu'elle
compromet notre coopération avec le Maroc.

Voila pourquoi, Madame la Présidente, en vertu de notre réglement, je vous demande de faire annuler cette intervention.

Presidente. — Non si apre il dibattito su questo punto, quindi passiamo alla seconda richiesta di richiamo al regola-
mento. Prego, onorevole Nikolaou-Alavanos, per un minuto.

Agutépne Nikohdou-Alafavog (NI). — Kupia TTpoedpe, Pacer tou apdpou 25 mapaypagos 8 kar tou apdpou 28 tou
Kavoviepou Aertoupyiag, kadag kar v mapaypago 4.3 tou Compendium of Rules, Do va avagepdn omyv anapadektn
andgaot) twv Koopntopwv va pnv eEouatodotijoouv t diefayoyn e exdniwong «H KovPa kar ot Aedveig latpicég Mmpryadeg
Xévpt Pnf: mapaderypa Siedvoug alnleyyine. H mpokAntik) autr) andgaot) oxupiletar 0Tt To mepiexOpevo g £kdeong frav
TPOGPANTIKO, EUMPTOTIKO, avTiKertal oG WpuTikes akieg g Evwong 1) pnopel va mpokaléoer avuidpaceis. Mia ekdeon yia )
diedvr) aMnheyyln, v aMndofordeia tov Aawv oe mavdnuies kar Quoikés kataotpo@éc. Ta t oupfol) Twv koufavev
ylatpov kat voonheutav yia 20 xpovia, mou £xet fpafeutel and diedveic opyaviopols kar kpatr) péAn e Eupenaiknc Eveorg.
Eivar mapdAoyn kat mpokalel ) vonpoouvy pag. 'Oceg anogaocelg okompdtytag kat av guiager o Eupokowofouhio, ot Aaot
¢ Euponng naipvouv déon. Katadikalouv tov eykAnpatikd anokAelopo, Tig KUpMOEL Tou evieivouv Tig duokohieg oe Papog
tou Aaov ¢ Kovfag, katadikalouv tig mpoondadeies avapeiEng ota eowtepikd ano v Euponaikn Eveon, otnpilouy payntkd
mv Koufa.

Bruno Gongalves (S&D). — Madam President, [ want to evoke today Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure that relates to
the respect of fundamental rights. I want to evoke it on the Article 11 that states the right for everyone to receive
information without interference, regardless of frontiers.
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Today, censorship has started on Meta. I invite all Members here in the House to search for the hashtag #Democrat on
Instagram or Facebook and to see the 0 results that are displayed due — imagine — to alleged sensitive content. Yet, if you
search for the hashtag #Republican or the hashtag #WhiteSupremacy, there are millions of results.

For the far right, democracy is sensitive. For us, proud Europeans, democracy is fundamental.

Ana Miranda Paz (Verts/ALE). — Sefiora presidenta, tengo un punto sobre el Reglamento, que es la aceptacién de los
Ordenes del dia de estas comisiones y de los grupos de seguimiento, en este caso el Grupo INTA, en el que por fin se le
da entrada al Frente Polisario como legitimo representante del Sdhara Occidental. Bienvenido. Ese es el respeto a las
reglas de este Parlamento y también a la decision del Tribunal de Justicia de la Unién Europea, asi que no vengan a
enmendar lo que es de Derecho y de Derecho internacional.

Tomds Zdechovsky (PPE). — If you have followed the order, at the beginning of every intervention you need to say
your paragraph why you are speaking.

If you want one-minute speech, you have Monday evening and you can present it everything what you want.

Colleague, please follow this.

5. Voting time

Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca il turno di votazioni.

5.1. EU/Republic of Serbia agreement on operational activities carried out by the
European Border and Coast Guard Agency in the Republic of Serbia (A10-0027/2024
- Karlo Ressler) (vote)

Presidente. — La prossima votazione concerne l'accordo tra I'UE e la Repubblica di Serbia relativo alle attivita operative
svolte dall'Agenzia europea della guardia di frontiera e costiera nella Repubblica di Serbia (cfr. punto 5.1 del processo
verbale).

(Con questo si conclude il turno di votazioni)
(La seduta ¢ sospesa alle 12:28)
(Con questo si conclude il turno di votazioni)

(La seduta ¢ sospesa alle 12:28)

6. Resumption of the sitting

(La seduta ¢ ripresa alle 12:33)

7. Approval of the minutes of the previous sitting

Presidente. — Il processo verbale della seduta di ieri e i testi approvati sono stati distribuiti. Se non vi sono osservazioni,
il processo verbale ¢ approvato.
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8. Geopolitical and economic implications for the transatlantic relations under the new
Trump administration (debate)

Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca la discussione sulle dichiarazioni del Consiglio e della Commissione sulle impli-
cazioni geopolitiche ed economiche per le relazioni transatlantiche nellambito della nuova amministrazione Trump
(2025/2516(RSP)).

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members, Mr Commissioner, the United
States is one of our closest partners, and we look forward to engaging positively with the new US administration, as we
have traditionally done. Transatlantic relations are based on common values and shared interests, and their strengthening
should be in our mutual interest.

Yesterday, Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 47th President of the United States. I will address a few critical policies
for the EU.

There was much talk during the US election campaign of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. This is an existen-
tial issue for the EU, but not only for us: Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine is a challenge for the international
rules-based order and a global concern. The EU, the US and other like-minded partners have been supporting Ukraine
politically, militarily and financially since Russia started its war of aggression. We have imposed massive and unprece-
dented sanctions against Russia. The EU and the US are currently providing the largest share of support to Ukraine and
the Ukrainian people. As President Trump takes office, our focus is on remaining steadfast and united in this support. It
is essential that we continue to support Ukraine as it exercises its inherent right to self-defence against Russia’s aggres-
sion, in line with the principles of the UN Charter. The EU is committed to supporting Ukraine for as long as it takes
and as intensively as needed.

The US President has said he aims to end this war quickly. We agree: no one wants peace more than Ukraine and the
EU. But our objective is a comprehensive, just and lasting peace. To achieve this, Ukraine must be involved. There can be
no discussion about Ukraine without Ukraine. We therefore look forward to working closely with the new administra-
tion on Ukraine so that Russia will not prevail.

The transatlantic partnership is also of crucial importance for trade. The European Union and the US are both each
other’s largest trading partner. Our partnership is a long-standing source of prosperity and jobs on both sides of the
Atlantic. We have a shared interest in strengthening our trade and investment relations. The EU is ready to work with
the new US administration. We will do this through open dialogue, seeking to prevent trade tensions while protecting
our legitimate interests.

Like other US Presidents, President Trump has asked Europe to take more responsibility for its defence and security. The
EU and the United States are indeed key partners in this field. It is essential for us to invest more in our security. EU
Member States have already considerably increased their defence spending, in particular since 2022, when Russia started
its war of aggression against Ukraine. There has been a 30 % increase between 2021 and 2024, and defence expendi-
tures will continue growing in the future. The EU’s efforts on security and defence are complementary with NATO and
will reinforce transatlantic cooperation. We look forward to working with the new administration to strengthen Europe’s
security.

But security is not only about defence. Europe’s energy security has come into the spotlight since Russia started its war
of aggression against Ukraine. Since then, the EU has cut down on Russian oil and gas supplies to Europe. In fact, we
have increasingly substituted Russian gas imports with LNG, US and other partners. This has helped us to curtail
Russia’s revenues and at the same time boost transatlantic energy trade. The US remains the EU’s largest supplier of
LNG, and the EU remains the largest client for the United States. At the same time, diversification is crucial to ensure
energy security. The EU and the US are strategic partners on global energy security, and we are ready to discuss energy
issues with the new administration.

The EU is committed to safeguarding the democratic values and freedoms of its citizens, including freedom of speech.
The EU will continue to use its tools and mechanisms to protect and promote human rights, rule of law and democratic

principles, both at home and globally.
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Madam President, honourable Members, Commissioner, changes are unfolding in Washington. We hope to launch a
constructive exchange with the new administration to fully clarify the intention of our American partners on all topics
that concern us. We have learned from history that Europe and the US are stronger together. We should now reflect
collectively on how we can effectively uphold these partnerships in new circumstances, and that requires EU unity. EU
Foreign Affairs Ministers will discuss transatlantic relations at the next meeting on 27 January, and shortly after, on
3 February, EU leaders will continue the exchange at the retreat, which focuses on defence and security. Thank you
very much for your attention.

Maros Sefcovi€, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, dear
Minister, the European Union and the United States share a deep friendship and alliance. The transatlantic relationship is
founded on a shared history and strong bonds. For decades, this partnership has been a cornerstone of peace, security
and economic growth. What was true yesterday remains true today and will hold true tomorrow. With President
Trump’s inauguration yesterday, the European Union therefore stands ready to deepen and strengthen this vital relation-
ship. We will engage in meaningful dialogue, discuss shared interests, and continue to advance our work to address
geopolitical challenges together.

In our engagement with the new administration, the European Commission will remain unwavering in upholding the
EU’s priorities and interests. We will continue to support an inclusive, rules-based multilateral system, according to the
principles of the UN Charter. This includes upholding the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of borders.
We will maintain our unwavering commitment to Ukraine, providing sustained political, financial, economic, humani-
tarian, military and diplomatic support for as long as it takes. We will support achieving a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace.

The EU also remains fully committed to safeguarding the democratic values and freedoms of its citizens, especially the
freedom of speech and the integrity of electoral processes. We will remain focused on our pressing challenges: strength-
ening our economy, fostering innovation and promoting competitiveness will remain key priorities. This includes being
consistent and supportive when it comes to clean and digital technologies, like batteries and related newly grown
industries.

Honourable Members, we take note of the memorandum on an "America First’ trade policy, adopted yesterday by the US
President, Donald Trump. The transatlantic trade and investment relationship is a key artery of the global economy. No
other economies in the world are as integrated as we are. Entire supply chains stretch on both sides of the Atlantic. The
EU and the US have the largest bilateral trade and investment relationship in the world, supporting more than 16
million jobs and accounting for 42 % of global GDP. In 2023 alone, bilateral trade flows reached EUR 1.6 trillion:
EUR 807 billion in terms of trade in goods, and EUR 680 billion of trade in services. More than 4 billion of goods
and services cross the Atlantic every day. European companies in the US employ 3.5 million Americans, and another
million American jobs depend directly on trade with Europe. Equally, our bilateral investment flows are unrivalled. The
EU and US have more than EUR 5 trillion invested in their respective economies, and of all American assets abroad, two
thirds are in Europe. The EU wants to leverage this robust relationship to enhance growth, maintain technological
leadership and boost resilient supply chains. It would no doubt be advantageous for the EU and the US to work together
across the board.

So we will continue to be a strong partner, ready to engage and cooperate as a matter of priority and pursue a positive
agenda with the US discussing common interests, and stand ready to negotiate. We will be pragmatic. But the EU will
also stand by its principles and will be prepared to defend its legitimate interests, if this is necessary.

We take note of today’s decision by the new US administration regarding energy production and exports. The EU is
already the largest importer of US liquefied natural gas, providing over 50 % of our LNG, and the Commission is ready
to work with the new administration to further strengthen the strategic cooperation as we work to strengthen our own
energy security. The EU regrets the decision by the United States to withdraw from the Paris Agreement, which we
believe continues to be the best hope for us all. For more than a decade, we have worked side by side with our
American friends to design and implement the Paris Agreement. Companies in both Europe and America are investing
in climate action, in clean technologies, and in bringing their benefits to the citizens. So Europe will stay the course and
work to ensure that this continues both at home - for example, through the upcoming Clean Industrial Deal — and
abroad, with all nations that want to protect nature and stop global warming. The EU looks forward to working closely
with the new US administration to tackle pressing global challenges. A lot is at stake for both sides, more so as the rules
of engagement between global powers are changing. We will address shared priorities for prosperity and international
security, reaffirming the enduring strength of the transatlantic partnership.
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Michal Szczerba, w imieniu grupy PPE. — Panie Komisarzu! Panie Ministrze! Ameryka wybrala, a my musimy zrobi¢
swoje. Chee bardzo wyraznie powiedzie¢, ze Europa wchodzi w nowg erg relacji z USA, i slyszeliSmy wiele plandw
podczas inauguracji prezydenta Trumpa. Wiadomo, ze ta wspélpraca bedzie trudna, ale rodzi szanse, jesli my jako
Europa zachowamy jedno$¢. Najwazniejsza dla Europy jest kwestia bezpieczeistwa, a dla bezpieczefistwa Europy naj-
wazniejsza jest obrona Ukrainy. Pok6j w Ukrainie jest priorytetem wszystkich, tak samo Europy, jak i USA. To Rosja go
nie chce. To Rosja kontynuuje swoja zbrodniczg, brutalng agresj¢. Pokéj w Ukrainie bedzie rzeczywisty tylko, jesli
Ukraina bedzie niepodlegla i suwerenna, z rzeczywistymi gwarancjami bezpieczefistwa. Ale pokéj bedzie
réwniez wtedy, kiedy te decyzje beda podejmowane przez samg Ukraing.

Chce bardzo wyraznie powiedzieé, ze my musimy wykonywaé takze nasza pracg w Europie. Przede wszystkim
Europejska Unia Obrony musi staé si¢ rzeczywistoscig. Nalezy przesta¢ uzywaé stéw, uzywaé tak zwanego ,soft talku” i
przej$¢ do realnej sily, jaka moze stworzy¢ Unia Europejska. Bezpieczenstwo Europy nigdy wczesniej nie zalezalo tak
bardzo od nas samych. I to jest réwniez szansa polskiej prezydencji. Celem polskiej prezydencji, to pytanie jest rowniez
do pana ministra Szlapki, jest utrzymanie jednosci Europy, utrzymanie jednosci dla bezpieczefistwa, a bezpieczenstwo
traktujemy przede wszystkim jako inwestycje. Jakie musza by¢ relacje nasze z nowa administracja w Ameryce?
Pragmatyczne i partnerskie. Ale kwestia bezpieczefistwa musi by¢ w centrum naszej wspélnej uwagi.

Kathleen Van Brempt, namens de S&D-Fractie. — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, Het spreekt voor zich dat de tweede
termijn van Donald Trump de trans-Atlantische relaties stevig onder druk zal zetten. De impact op onze economie, op
de internationale handel en de geopolitiek zal enorm zijn. Maar het heeft geen zin om ons blind te staren op Trump of
op Elon Musk. We mogen niet de fout maken ons handelen louter te laten athangen van hun acties. We moeten meer
dan ooit op eigen benen staan, investeren in onze eigen veiligheid, achter Oekraine blijven staan en investeren in onze
economie, onze industrie en onze welvaart. Maar niet door ons af te sluiten van de rest van de wereld.

Integendeel. Waar Trump en Poetin kiezen voor confrontatie, moeten wij meer dan ooit durven kiezen voor samenwerk-
ing. Bijvoorbeeld met Zuid-Amerika en de landen van de Indo-Pacific, via diplomatie, dialoog en internationale handel.
Want meer dan ooit moeten we uitgaan van onze eigen waarden, onze eigen sterkte. En dat betekent samenwerken waar
het kan, maar ook duidelijke grenzen trekken waar het moet.

Denk maar aan de verschrikkelijke claim die nu gelegd wordt op Groenland — jNo pasardn!, moeten wij zeggen —, de
strijd tegen fake news of importtarieven. Dat is voor ons een rode lijn, want, en waarschijnlijk tot grote spijt van
extreem rechts in dit halfrond, de toekomst van Europa is niet Amerikaans, niet Russisch en ook niet Chinees. De
toekomst van Europa is Europees en het is het beste dat we dat lot in eigen handen nemen.

Jordan Bardella, au nom du groupe PfE. — Madame la Présidente, mes chers collegues, le retour de Donald Trump au
sommet et les premiéres heures de son mandat ont envoyé un message clair et sans concession au reste du monde:
I'Amérique d’abord.

Son élection triomphale, cest l'alliance des classes moyennes et de I'élite entrepreneuriale. Clest la réaction saine d’un
peuple dont les attentes ont été oubliées, dont le drapeau a été méprisé et dont les valeurs ont été moquées. Un peuple
livré depuis trop longtemps a la mondialisation sauvage et a I'immigration de masse. Un peuple qui, comme les peuples
d’Europe, chaque jour un peu plus, aspirait a retrouver sa fierté, sa culture et son identité. Ne soyons pas naifs: le
président Trump défendra les intéréts de 'Amérique avant tout, y compris a notre détriment, et du point de vue amér-
icain, il a raison de le faire.

Face a la perspective de tensions commerciales, face a la nouvelle donne géopolitique, face aux inquiétudes de nos
entreprises, de nos industriels, de nos agriculteurs, les Européens ne peuvent rester passifs, au risque, demain, de dis-
paraitre. A Theure du retour en force des nations sur la scéne mondiale, de la saine réappropriation de la politique par
les peuples, 'Amérique de Trump lance en réalité a la France et a toutes les nations d’Europe le défi de la puissance.
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L’Europe est aujourd’hui a la croisée des chemins. Nous n’avons eu de cesse de le dénoncer ici, dans cet hémicycle, ces
derniéres années: les politiques mises en ceuvre par Bruxelles n'ont été qu'une succession d’échecs, de démonstrations de
naiveté, de décisions idéologiques — une politique de décroissance industrielle et agricole nous conduisant tout droit vers
la ruine, de méme que le saccage de notre parc nucléaire et de notre politique énergétique, et qu'une naiveté commer-
ciale confondante a I'égard des grandes puissances de ce monde.

Le seul secteur dans lequel I'Union européenne de Bruxelles a innové est certainement la surproduction de normes,
faisant de notre institution une machine a étouffer les entreprises, a obérer la croissance et a décourager l'innovation.
Vous aviez promis aux peuples que, en cédant une partie de leur souveraineté, ils auraient 'Europe puissance. Elle est
pourtant celle, aujourd’hui, de toutes les défaillances. Si nous voulons espérer compter et étre I'un des interlocuteurs
privilégiés de ce nouveau monde, nous ne pourrons compter que sur ce qui a toujours fondé les nations d’Europe: la
liberté, I'identité et la souveraineté.

Réagissons, ou bien nous sortirons de I'histoire!

Carlo Fidanza, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signora Presidente, Signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, dal 5 novembre
scorso sentiamo da sinistra litanie noiose sul destino triste che attenderebbe I'Europa e sguaiati inviti alla resistenza
globale. E stato uno schiaffone fortissimo e non si sono ancora ripresi.

Ovviamente, da conservatori, non possiamo che apprezzare Trump che vuole contrastare il crimine, i cartelli del narco-
traffico e 'immigrazione irregolare, quello che pone fine all'egemonia woke, demolisce le teorie gender e ripristina la
liberta di espressione sui social media.

Ci attendiamo molto sul Medio Oriente, dove ¢ necessario ripartire dallo spirito degli accordi di Abramo, e sull'Ucraina,
dove dobbiamo costruire una pace giusta, in primo luogo per gli aggrediti.

Sulla NATO, Trump ci richiama alle nostre responsabilita, dopo decenni in cui abbiamo appaltato, a basso costo, la
difesa della nostra sicurezza. Su Groenlandia e Panama pone temi che riguardano anche la nostra sicurezza: lattivismo
russo-cinese nell’Artico e il controllo di Pechino sulle infrastrutture strategiche.

Ecco quindi che la presidenza Trump ci offre soprattutto la grande occasione di riallineare le nostre scelte industriali
verso I'Atlantico, anziché consegnarci mani e piedi alla Cina con le follie ideologiche che hanno inquinato il Green Deal,
con buona pace della tanto declamata autonomia strategica. Ci offre la grande occasione di rilanciare una forte partner-
ship transatlantica, anziché tremare in attesa di nuovi dazi.

Una cosa ¢ certa, colleghi: ieri ¢ nata una nuova America, ora ¢ tempo che nasca una nuova Europa.

Valérie Hayer, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collégues, depuis
quelques heures, les Etats-Unis ont un nouveau président. Nous connaissons tous son passif et son style. Alors, disons-
nous les choses: oui, les Etats-Unis sont et resteront un partenaire.

Mais un partenariat, a va dans les deux sens. Et le syndrome du petit frére, cen est assez. Ecoutons le discours du
président Trump hier: retrait de I'accord de Paris, retrait de 'OMS... Pas un mot sur I'Europe, pas un mot sur 'OTAN,
pas un mot sur 'Ukraine. Pour Trump, c’est repli national, «<America first» pur et dur. Alors que nous, Européens, savons
que la seule méthode qui vaille, c’est le multilatéralisme, que nous allons évidemment continuer a défendre.

Mais ne nous y trompons pas, Donald Trump ne cache pas son agressivité commerciale. La guerre commerciale, nous
n’y avons évidemment aucun intérét, mais les Américains non plus. Les entreprises américaines, elles, ont besoin de
notre marché. Alors, est-ce que Donald Trump va aller expliquer aux entreprises américaines qu'elles ne pourront plus
accéder a notre marché aux mémes conditions parce qu'il aura mis des droits de douane sur les produits européens?
Bien str que non! Bien siir que non. Nous devons jouer le rapport de force. Nous non plus, ne soyons pas faibles.
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Le deuxiéme défi, cest le défi géopolitique, celui de I'Europe souveraine, puissante, influente. Ceest le soutien a I'Ukraine,
impératif, et dans notre intérét a tous, y compris dans l'intérét des Etats-Unis. Cest aussi notre sécurité et notre unité. Au
Groenland comme ailleurs, le territoire de nos Etats membres n'est pas a vendre. La encore, assumons notre souverai-
neté.

Enfin, le dernier défi, chers collegues, c’est le défi démocratique. On I'a vu, Elon Musk détient avec X un algorithme
surpuissant, un algorithme qui influence nos débats publics. Je veux dire un mot de la liberté d’expression. Je vais étre
trés claire: le sujet, ce n'est pas l'opinion politique d’Elon Musk. Le sujet, c'est que la liberté d’expression, ce n’est pas
permettre aux uns de déverser tranquillement leur haine des autres. Parce que dans ce cas, c'est la loi de la jungle. C'est
réduire tous les autres au silence: les modérés, les minorités, la trés grande majorité des gens qui, eux, a respectent les
autres. Que devient a elle alors, leur liberté a eux? Avec Renew Europe, nous exigeons de la Commission qu’elle applique
les sanctions qui s'imposeront a X.

A quoi ¢a sert, Monsieur le Commissaire — je vous le demande —, de voter des lois ici, dans ce Parlement, si la
Commission ne veille pas a leur application? Nous devons aussi défendre notre état de droit et nos valeurs. Musk,
Trump et tous leurs partisans, y compris en Europe, ont un programme idéologique. Ils veulent saper nos démocraties.
C'est donc aussi un combat politique et idéologique que nous devons mener.

Voila, chers collégues, le triple défi auxquel nous faisons face. La bonne nouvelle, c’est que nous sommes une majorité a
vouloir agir. Alors il faut y aller dés maintenant.

Sergey Lagodinsky, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Congratulations, President Trump. You are our reality. Yesterday,
we saw it. We heard it. We listened carefully. We understand clearly that now is Europe’s moment to shine. With Trump
as president, we don’t have a choice but to mature into a united global power that is self-conscious, value-driven and
cooperative. A union of democracies that take responsibility. Many Europeans understand it, but they question, can we
make it? Yes, we can. We can stand for Ukraine forcefully and build our own defence with our American friends and, if
necessary, also without. Yes, we can! We can serve as an example that trade is the answer to wars and cooperation is the
only answer to nationalism. Yes we can! We can be a safe home for all — a white male pensioner and a queer IT
specialist and her wife and their children. In fact, we welcome those from Meta and X from the US to European tech
firms. Yes, we can. We can learn to disrupt and innovate, to build industry and Al applications that serve people, not
oligarchs. And yes, we can become a driver for green technologies, because our answer is not, 'Drill, baby, drill. Our
answer is, ‘Shine, baby, shine, over generations’.

It's not going to be an easy path towards Europe that is confident and capable, but we shall walk it together, and
together we trust. Because yes, we can. And now we must.

Per Clausen, for The Left-Gruppen. — Fru formand! Hvad ger vi, ndr verdens mest magtfulde mand, truer et EU land med
gkonomisk pression, fordi han vil annektere et land og dets befolkning? Hvad ger vi, ndr samme mand siger, at han ikke
vil afvise at bruge militeere midler? Og hvad ger vi, ndr lederen af verdens magtigste land mener, at man i ramme alvor
kan kebe eller selge et helt land og dets befolkning? Nar man ser pd EU’s officielle reaktion, nir man ser pd, hvad
Kommissionen og Ministerradet siger i dag, sd ingenting. Der er lande som Frankrig og Tyskland, som har bakket op.
Men EU er tilsyneladende tavs, og det er jo ogsd det, vi ligesom ser her i EU-Parlamentet. Der er ingen gnsker om at
navne Trumps trusler mod Danmark og Grenland i oplagget til debatten i dag. Ikke nogen vilje til at vedtage noget,
som sender et klart signal. Sd jeg vil godt stille jer allesammen det spergsmél. Mener I, at tavshed og udenomstale er
vejen frem? Ville det ikke vaere bedre med staerk enighed om at forsvare grenlendernes ret til selv at bestemme deres
fremtid? Og ville det ikke vere bedre, hvis vi bide sagde klart fra i forhold til USA, men ogsé sagde, at vi var indstillet
pd at lave de nedvendige aftaler med Grenland, som ger, at grenlenderne selv fir langt bedre muligheder for at
bestemme deres egen fremtid.

Cranucnas CrosiHOB, om umemo Ha epynama ESN. — I-xo [lpencenaten, r-H Kommcap, cBeTbT ce mpoOMeHs1 M TOBa € mOOBp
MoMeHT EBpora [ja 3aeme €IHO MO-HOCTOMHO MSCTO Ha CBETOBHATA CLIEHA, TAKOBA, KAKBOTO MCTOPUUECKH I ce Torara. Vs0uparero
Ha [lonang TpwMi e marc 3a EBpomeiickus cpro3 ma mopobpy maptaeopcrBoto ¢ ¢b¢ CALLL, HO He KaTo MOMYMHEH, a KaTo
PaBHOCTOEH MApTHBOpP, KOMTO 3aulMTaBa MHTEpPECUTE HAa CBOMTE CyBEPEHHM IbpXKaBu WIeHKM. TakoBa NAapTHHOPCTBO MOXe [Ia
TMPOLBTSBA CAMO AKO Ce OCHOBABA HA PABEHCTBO B OTHOLICHMSATA.
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3a cbxKaneHue obade, ¢ PHKOBOLICTBO KaTo HACTOsieTO, EBpOMeNicKuAT Cbio3 MOKa3Ba, ue caM He yBaxkasa cebe cu. Kak B Takbs
CiTyuait me Hakapame npyrute ga Hu yaxasat? CALLL memar Ha rmo0anHuTe MpeIM3BUKATEICTBA OT COOCTBEHATA CM [IEPCIEKTUBA.
Te ca orsbI okeaHa. Hue, B EBpoma, cMe usmpaseHu mnpen OpyTanHa oitsa. Hamite mHTepecu B 00nactTa Ha CUIyPHOCTTa MOTT
ma ca pasmnuny. Hama oTroBopHOCT € fa ru GopMymnmpaMe U 3allUTaBaMe.

Ho xaxeTe Mu crenHOTO: Npe3sumeHTT TpbMI e cusleH nupep. AKO TOi MCKa [1a TOBOPM C €IMH CuileH Juuep Ha Epponerickus
CBI03, KOiT Om Oy Toit? Beue mourn Tpu rommuy EBpOMEicKMAT ChEO3 He MOXe [ MPEUIOXM KaKBOTO M [a € MUIUIOMATHYECKO
pellleHye 3a Kpajl Ha BOJHATa Ha cOOCTBeHMs cM KOHTMHeHT. OcTaBa HM caMo [ia ce HafsBaMe, Ye HSKOJl OTBBI OKeaHa ILue ro
HaIpaBy BMECTO HAC, & MEXIIyBPEMEHHO [IOBEPMETO HA rpaxkIaHuTe B EBPOMENCKMS ChIO3 epo3Mpa C BCEKM M3MMHAI [IEH.

Ilpe3 crenBauyTe romyMHM TpsiOBA Ja BH3CTAHOBUM NOCTOMHCTBOTO CU M Ha MOCTUIHeM OanaHc B oTHouweHusTa cu cbc CAILL Heka
[ld JajeM NPUOPUTET Ha pasyMa, [a MOCTUTHEM CTabuiieH Mup 1 [a paboTuM 3a OIarochCTOSHMETO M HA TpaX[IaHuMTe, M Ha
VHIYCTPUNTE.

EBporna Ha cyBepeHHMTe HaUMM 3aCTaBa 3ajl Te3y NPUHLMAIM M IIE M OTCTOABA HOKPAIi.

Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Madam President, yesterday we heard the newly elected president declare his intention to put
America first and to end its decline. Very good. That is why people vote for the president. They vote to end the crime
and unsafety in the cities. I spent Christmas and New Year travelling through American states. I visited 13 states
and 7 000 kilometres. All the people have moved out of cities riddled with crime and drugs that are being imported
from Mexico and through unstable borders. These are the facts that American citizens voted on, not on Trump person-
alities.

Europe faces tectonic shifts ahead, and we must act decisively. As we anticipate President Trump’s next moves in trade,
we must simultaneously strengthen our trade partnerships worldwide and enhance our competitiveness. It is possible to
make both Europe and America great, but only if we work together. We need to strengthen our diplomatic channels
with the new administration, while advocating for European producers and understanding the American business model.

In the past, we failed to fully grasp the reality of the United States of America beyond Washington. Let us ensure we do
not repeat that mistake in our engagement with the new administration.

Tavvne Maviatig (S&D). — Kupia Tpoedpe, xUpie Enitpone, and xdec o koopog pac Pploketar oe pia véa emoyr, oe
ayaptoypaenTa vepd. Bpiokopaote ot enoyr tou autapyikol kamtaliopou kat tov social media. Ot mpoteg kvroelg Tou
VEOU QLEPIKAVOU TPOEdPOU elvar eVOEIKTIKEG: amoywprion anod Tt cupgwvia tou [apioot yia to Khipa kat and tov [aykoopio
Opyaviopd Yyelag: anodoon xapng o€ 660UG TPOOTADNOAV VA AVATPEWYOUV TO AMOTEAEGHA TV TPONYOUHEVEV EKAOYGV: TIEPLOP-
100G Stkawpdtey pelovot|tov: petovopasia tou Kodnou tou Mefikol: adiavontes dnlaoes yia m TpothavSia kar tov
Kavadd. Méoa oe avtiv T véa mpaypatikotyta, 1 Eupann ogeilel va mpocappootel kat va etotpactel yia pia nepiodo mou 1)
napadootakn) ouppaxia pe tig Hvopéves TToliteieg dev da eivar mhéov toc0 otadepr] 600 maaiotepa. Aev eivar povo o £vtovog
AMOHOVOTIGHOG TG VEag kuBépvione Trump, alka o moANG Dépata kat 1) SLAQOPETIKT] TPOCEYYLON TOU £XOUHE Yia TOV KOGLO.
Tpéner va ouveldnronowjooupe o0t 1 Euponn eivar mAgov povn e oty maykOopia oKakiEpa, Kat KUplag TPEMEL va To GUVeL-
dnronoujoel autd to Eupwmnaikd SupfouAio mou péXpt TOpa Gtend. AVTi va p1ag TPOpoKpaticel pua tétota eEeEn, Ja mpénet va
pag odnynoeL 0To va £XOULE évav Tio evepyd polo oe maykoopia {ntpata oneg n khipatikn ahhayr, N moAupepric ouvepyaoia
kar 1 diedvig aceadeta. [dwaitepa oTo Dépa TG ACPANEING TPEMEL VA EIPACTE THO GUTOVOHOL Kl VO PTOPOUHE VO KAVOULLE
nepioootepa. ‘Hpde n wpa i Eupann va Aertoupyrioer avtovopa oe évav koopo mou aMalet. Na avaldfer nyetkd polo oty
TPOAOTILON TGV AEIGY KAl TWY YEOTOAITIKOV OUHPEPOVIOV HAG.

Anténio Tanger Corréa (PfE). — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, ontem virou-se uma pdgina histdrica neste
século XXI, porque nada ficard igual apés a elei¢do de Donald Trump. E nada ficard igual ndo quer dizer que seja melhor
ou pior, serd diferente, seguramente.

Num mundo — e este ¢ um ponto fundamental —, em que cada vez caminhamos mais para uma multipolaridade, em
vez de uma bilateralidade, ndés somos, como Europa, importantissimos para essa multipolaridade. Porque nds temos de
ser parceiros dos Estados Unidos, complementares, e trabalhar com os Estados Unidos, porque a cultura é a mesma, a
civilizagdo é a mesma, os principios sdo os mesmos, e temos os mesmos valores que os Estados Unidos.
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Nio ¢ indo contra os Estados Unidos que nos vamos afirmar. E colaborando com os Estados Unidos, colaborando com
a nova administracdo, e revigorando a Europa, revigorando os nossos paises, que nds vamos avancar.

E, esquecamos essa histéria do exército comum. Nao! Mantenhamos a nossa seguranga na NATO, que tem sido o pilar
defensivo da Europa e do Atlantico Norte. Mantenhamos o nosso comércio aberto — como dizia o senhor comissdrio —,
mantenhamos as nossas relagdes sociais e culturais abertas, como tem sido no passado e que devem ser incrementadas
no futuro.

E um futuro que pode ser brilhante, se assim o quisermos. E um futuro que pode ser nosso, que deve ser nosso e s6
nosso, mas também com 0s nossos parceiros.

Adam Bielan (ECR). — Madam President, a change in the US administration always marks a new chapter in transatlantic
relations. This is a moment when Europe must act with clarity, pragmatism and determination to strengthen our trans-
atlantic partnership and shape the next four years. EU-US relations have been the cornerstone of Western security and
stability for decades. NATO has guaranteed us peace and commercial ties with the US have driven prosperity. Both of
these elements are the bedrock of our shared strength.

This is why I must express my deep disappointment with Prime Minister Donald Tusk’s decision not to organise the
transatlantic summit that President Andrzej Duda had strongly advocated for. In the current situation, this is a grave
mistake with potentially significant consequences at a time when some EU governments still question how they should
react to President Trump’s electoral victory I cannot stress enough that Europe cannot afford to remain passive.

In parallel, the EU must also prepare to invest more in our own interests. We should pursue more robust defence
coordination within the EU, without duplicating NATO structures, and work proactively with Washington to bolster
deterrence on our eastern flank. This House must seize this change in the White House as an opportunity to deepen our
dialogue with the Trump administration.

Sophie Wilmés (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, les relations entre les Etats-Unis et nous,
Européens, ce sont plus de deux siecles de partenariat et de solidarité. Deux siecles: c’est dire comme ces liens privilégiés
ont traversé les époques, les configurations politiques aussi, avec des hauts et avec des bas — n'est-ce pas la le propre de
toute relation?

Oui, le second mandat du président Trump sera fait d'incertitudes, de surprises, de volte-face, d’outrances, parfois aussi
de brutalité. Car M. Trump, on le sait, tire profit de la confusion et du rapport de force.

Je ne veux ni d’'une Europe qui tourne le dos a son allié historique ni d’'une Europe vassale. Nos relations doivent rester
équilibrées, et, pour ce faire, montrons notre capacité a rester unis, autonomes. Montrons notre capacité a défendre nos
intéréts stratégiques. Nous avons des économies fortes, un marché intégré de preés de 450 millions de consommateurs,
alors allons plus loin en concrétisant sans délai le rapport Draghi! Travaillons a notre défense commune «Made in
Europe»! Assurons notre indépendance énergétique avec un mix équilibré et bas carbone, notamment grace au nucléaire!

En dautres mots: travaillons & une Europe ouverte sur le monde, qui, enfin — enfin! —, prend son destin en main!

Majdouline Sbai (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, chers collégues, en France, nous avons une expression pour
qualifier la montée du fascisme. Nous parlons de «peste brune». Cette épidémie frappe malheureusement a nouveau nos
démocraties. Hannah Arendt disait que, lorsque l'on attaque la justice, la science, la presse libre, on crée les conditions
pour voir émerger le totalitarisme. Clest a cela que nous avons assisté hier lors de l'investiture de Trump.

Lorsque l'on est malade, la premiere étape pour guérir, c’est sortir du déni. L'étape suivante consiste a nous protéger et a
protéger notre économie: en régulant les plateformes qui manipulent l'information, en renforgant notre autonomie
stratégique et les partenariats durables et équitables avec des pays tiers, et en privilégiant la relocalisation de I'économie,
seule voie qui permette que notre industrie soit prospere et que les citoyennes et citoyens européens aient confiance en
leurs institutions.
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(L'oratrice accepte une question carton bleu)

Nicolas Bay (ECR), question «carton bleu». — Chére collégue, vous avez annoncé hier que vous quittiez le réseau social X
—on a les actes de résistance qu'on peut —, et jentends le déluge de pleurnicheries face a I'élection de Donald Trump.

Trump l'a annoncé: il va défendre les intéréts américains, il va faire «America first». A nous de faire «Europe first! A
nous d’arréter de nous tirer une balle dans le pied! A nous d’arréter avec le pacte vert, que vous avez soutenu — et de
nous infliger des normes, des taxes, des contraintes qui tuent notre innovation, notre industrie et notre agriculture!

On doit étre capables de défendre nos intéréts. Les Américains sont des partenaires, des amis, des alliés, mais ce sont
aussi nos compétiteurs, nos concurrents sur la scéne mondiale.

I faut arréter avec les jugements moraux. Il faut prendre en compte la réalité telle qu'elle est et arréter avec l'idéologie.
Les Américains, ce sont nos compétiteurs. Ils défendent leurs intéréts; & nous de défendre enfin les notres!

Majdouline Sbai (Verts/ALE), réponse carton bleu. — J'ai deux choses & dire. La premiére, c’est que ceux qui aujourd’hui
s'attaquent au pacte vert, a la régulation économique des marchés et des accords de commerce, sont les mémes qui
veulent aujourd’hui pénétrer notre marché pour faire plus d’argent, et vous étes un agent qui défend, au nom de la
liberté publique, cette économie-la. La deuxieme chose que je veux dire, c’est que nous, les écologistes, nous défendons
le Buy European Act» — un acte législatif favorisant I'achat de produits européens —, cest-a-dire la possibilité de produire
local et durable pour nos marchés locaux. J'en ai parlé, de méme que j'ai parlé de relocalisation et de réindustrialisation,
auxquelles nous sommes trés attachés.

Irene Montero (The Left). — Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, hay un peligroso delincuente que es ya el presidente
de los Estados Unidos: Donald Trump es, en este momento, la mayor amenaza para la democracia y los derechos
humanos.

Y la cuestién es que Donald Trump y esa banda de superricos que lideran la ofensiva reaccionaria internacional no son
locos, son hijos sanos de un sistema neoliberal que estd destruyendo la vida y el planeta; un mundo en el que un pufiado
de grandes corporaciones y de multimillonarios puede vivir por encima de la ley y decidir el destino de la humanidad. Y
también alimentan a esa extrema derecha que pone a luchar al pendltimo contra el dltimo, para que quien no puede
pagar el alquiler culpe de sus problemas al vecino migrante en lugar de al fondo de inversién que le quita las casas.

Usted no se puede sorprender de la politica exterior autoritaria y violenta de Trump, porque la élite europea lleva afios
sometiéndonos a esa politica exterior que, ya antes de Trump, era agresiva y unilateral. Si los Estados Unidos invaden
territorio europeo, ¢a qué Derecho internacional van a apelar ustedes, sefior comisario? Al mismo que han pisoteado en
Gaza?

La alfombra roja por la que Trump se pasea se la ha colocado, entre otras, la seflora Ursula von der Leyen, y la
representante de Trump en Europa es Giorgia Meloni, a quien ustedes —socialdemodcratas y conservadores— han
metido, muy orgullosos, en el centro de mando de Europa.

Sefior comisario, ustedes nos han metido en un callejon sin salida, sometiendo a Europa a los intereses militares y
econdmicos de los Estados Unidos y, tarde o temprano, serdn los pueblos de Europa los que les obliguen, en defensa
de la humanidad, a proteger la democracia y también los derechos humanos.

Christine Anderson (ESN). — Madam President, Donald Trump’s inauguration speech — what a breath of fresh air —
marked the beginning of a golden age. Donald Trump will restore inner security by closing the border and deporting all
illegal immigrants. He called out climate change as the hoax that it is, and he will end this gigantic taxpayer-milking
machine called the 'Green Deal’. He will stop the overreach of the farmer lobby posing as the WHO by withdrawing
from it. In short, Donald Trump will undo all of the freedom-, democracy- and rule-of-law-undermining measures that
you have been working so hard on imposing on the people.

56/148 ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

0J C, 9.10.2025 EN

The EU has robbed the Member States of their sovereignty, destroyed their economic power, devalued their currency,
disenfranchised their citizens. All of this needs to stop. We need to go back to the foundation of democracy: rule of the
people, for the people, by the people. And the beautiful sound of freedom ringing throughout the entire world yesterday
should inspire us.

Let us make Europe great again. And if the EU refuses, then guess what? We will just do it without you. But it will
happen. Let's make Europe great again.

(The speaker agreed to take several blue-card questions)

Ozlem Demirel (The Left), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — (Beginn des Redebeitrags bei ausgeschaltetem
Mikrofon) ... dass Sie die Frage zulassen. Ich weif3, dass Sie nicht so viel Wert auf Fakten legen, deshalb mochte ich Sie
kurz nach Threm Gefiihl fragen. Wie fuihlt es sich eigentlich fiir Nationalisten und Faschisten wie die AfD gerade an, sich
im Schlepptau von US-Eliten den Wahlkampf zu finanzieren und von Elon Musk Unterstiitzung zu bekommen? Das
Zweite ist: Sie haben sich so dargestellt in den letzten Jahren, als ob Sie fiir Frieden wiren, haben aber aktuell an der
Seite von Donald Trump 5 Prozent Aufriistung in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland gefordert. Wieso tun Sie das eigen-
tlich, an der Seite der USA zu agieren und nicht fiir Souverdnitit und Frieden einzustehen? Wie wollen Sie es den
Biirgern verkaufen?

Christine Anderson (ESN), blue-card answer. — First of all, I reject the premise of your question, in which you slandered
me with such a term that is unbecoming of the dignity of this House, and which is certainly unbecoming of you being a
member of this Parliament.

If you just stop for a single second and look what we have been doing in the past decades in our countries, like I said,
disenfranchising people, censoring free speech — I mean, had there been free speech during the COVID madness, mil-
lions of lives would have been saved because people would have known that this mRNA injection was not helpful - not
at all; it was dreadful, actually!

Jussi Saramo (The Left), blue-card question. — I would like to know how much oil and gas does Germany have? Because
you want to support Trump, who is fighting against Europe, who is threatening us with tariffs, against German labour,
against German products. Why are you supporting Trump, who is threatening Greenland, part of Denmark? Why are
you supporting Trump, who is definitely against us, against just normal European people and European democracy?

Christine Anderson (ESN), blue-card answer. — Number one, Donald Trump is not against us. The people Donald
Trump is against are the globalitarian misanthropists. On the question on how much gas and oil Germany has, the
answer is: unfortunately nothing. But when Donald Trump pointed that out at the UN, that we were dependent upon
Russian gas, the entire German Government that was present laughed their butts off because he made such a ridiculous
statement. Well, it turns out he was right, wasn’t he? We were dependent upon Russian gas. Yes, we are dependent on
that. 'm confident Donald Trump will be solving these issues. By the way, the Russian gas was not shut off by the
Russians, it was shut off by ourselves — stupid us!

Luis-Vicentiu Lazarus (NI). — Dragi colegi, doamni presedintd, voiam sd incep altfel discutia asta, dar am fost uimit de
faptul cd mi s-a cerut sd scot puloverul, cd ar avea steagul Statelor Unite pe el. Nu e steagul Statelor Unite, este doar un
pulover ficut de Ralph Lauren. Dar poate ca va deranjeazd Ralph Lauren, c a imbracat-o pe Mélanie vreodatd? Nu stiu.
In fine, ce voiam sd vd spun e cu totul altceva. Inteleg de la Comisie si de la Consiliu faptul cd sunt preocupdri in
legiturd cu securitatea energeticd si cu rizboiul din Ucraina.

Pii, rizboiul din Ucraina va fi rezolvat imediat de Trump. Doar asa a spus el, nu? Si chiar avem incredere cd se va
rezolva. Deci unii dintre dumneavoastrd vor riméne fird obiectul muncii pe aici, pe la Bruxelles sau pe la Strasbourg.

§$i securitatea energeticd in Uniunea Europeand ar trebui si fie securitatea energetici a fiecirui stat din Uniunea
Europeand. Ori, in Romania, o tard de la marginea ,Imperiului”, de unde vin eu, dupd ce ati inchis minele si ati inter-
venit cu tot felul de ONG-uri care si ne arate cd trebuie si protejim mediul, fapt care a blocat functionarea unor
hidrocentrale, am pierdut securitatea energetica.
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Mai mult decat atat, fiind exportator principal de gaze, vid cd fluturim gazele prin toatd Europa si, in final, cind se
intorc la noi, cetdtenii nostri trebuie sd pliteascd preturi foarte inalte. Cum si stabilim o securitate energeticd in Romania
si in Uniunea Europeand dacd ne comportim asa? Cred cd Trump nu s-ar comporta asa cu Statele Unite, pentru cd
Uniunea Europeand este ca si Statele Unite ale Americii: Sunt mai multe state, nu? Haideti sd tratim toate statele la fel.

David McAllister (PPE). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, as we have
heard today during this debate, the United States is and remains our most important NATO ally and our biggest trading
partner. This means, if we want or not, we need to proactively explore common interests with the new Trump admin-
istration, even when our priorities don’t always align. And indeed, we witnessed yesterday that our positions differ on
important issues, sadly.

We need to prepare responses. The European Union should anticipate US foreign policy shifts and their potential
challenges, preparing our responses more in advance. We need to rally partners. We are not alone here in Europe in
our concerns about the next four years. We must rally our like-minded partners to minimise disruptions and adopt a
coordinated approach.

And finally, we need to deliver on key goals. If there is any time for us as the European Union to act swiftly, it is now.
And unity is key. Remaining transatlantic and becoming more European will be the way forward.

Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, Donald Trump si ¢ nuovamente insediato alla Casa
Bianca e annuncia una nuova era dorata per '’America, che, stando alle sue parole, dovra fondarsi sulla rivalsa contro
coloro i quali si starebbero approfittando degli Stati Uniti e arricchendo alle loro spalle.

I primi atti, dopo il discorso inaugurale, svoltosi alla presenza dei principali miliardari tech americani e di alcuni leader
della destra mondiale, evidenziano una linea politica netta e per molti aspetti preoccupante per gli interessi europei.

Il Presidente americano non ha menzionato I'Europa né ha invitato rappresentanti dell'Unione europea. Condivido
quanto dice la Presidente von der Leyen quando ha detto che bisogna essere pragmatici nelle nostre relazioni con
Trump, ma senza cedere sui nostri principi e difendendo i nostri interessi e valori.

Dovremmo negoziare duramente su questioni come il commercio, i possibili dazi, le misure ambientali, 'energia, la
sicurezza internazionale e molto altro. Dovremo anche accettare che su alcuni temi le distanze rimarranno, come sulla
regolazione degli spazi digitali, lo abbiamo visto anche nella discussione di oggi. Ma, prima di tutto, dobbiamo preten-
dere rispetto: ¢ la base per un rapporto costruttivo.

Questo messaggio, cari rappresentanti della Commissione e del Consiglio, deve essere mandato con molta nettezza, e
anche noi - lo dico come presidente della delegazione del Parlamento europeo per le relazioni con gli Stati Uniti —
faremo la nostra parte per far avanzare l'agenda europea: un’Europa che deve essere aperta al dialogo, ma sempre
consapevole di sé stessa, dei propri valori e dei propri impegni nei confronti dei suoi cittadini.

Jorge Buxadé Villalba (PfE). — Sefiora presidenta, ¢pesadillas ayer por la noche? No se preocupen, todo se cura. Trump
gand la mayoria del colegio electoral, gané el voto popular y mejor6 sus resultados en todos los estratos demograficos.
A Ursula von der Leyen no la ha votado nadie y es presidente de la Comisién porque se ha ganado el favor de todos los
perdedores.

El regreso de Donald Trump a la Casa Blanca es la victoria de las clases medias asfixiadas, de los que queremos libertad
frente a la censura, la paz antes que la guerra, la democracia ante las tiranfas y el sentido comin ante el «wokismo».
Ustedes prefieren subir impuestos, censurar opiniones y prohibir cosas.
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Trump dijo ayer lo que muchos llevamos tiempo diciendo: que la histeria climdtica nos ha llevado a una emergencia
energética y que hay que poner todas las fuentes de energfa al servicio de la nacién; que uno puede autopercibirse como
le dé la gana, pero que solo hay dos sexos; que las fronteras de la nacién son la puerta de tu casa y que nadie tiene
derecho a entrar en tu casa sin permiso, y que si lo hace hay que echarle; que las bandas criminales tienen que ser
combatidas por todos los medios; que sin seguridad no hay libertad y sin libertad no hay prosperidad.

Los pueblos europeos ya no quieren ser ratones de laboratorio donde ustedes prueben peligrosos experimentos sociales.
Ya no quieren aceptar censuras ni resentimientos. Bruselas lleva décadas tomando decisiones contra el pueblo: fronteras
abiertas e ilegales, dependencia energética de potencias extranjeras, ideologia de género en las universidades y colegios y
persecucion a lideres patriotas.

It's over. Ceest fini. El futuro es de los patriotas.

Claudiu-Richard Tarziu (ECR). — Doamnd presedintd, stimati colegi, inevitabilul s-a produs! Cea mai mare democratie
a lumii a instalat un presedinte care a inceput deja si demoleze edificiul ideologic construit de stinga radicald americand
si exportat in lumea intreagd cu toati forta. Garant al securititii europene si partener comercial esential pentru Uniunea
Europeand, Statele Unite ale Americii abandoneazd, in cascadd, politicile progresiste si isi revendicd dreptul suveran de a
produce bundstarea acestei generatii cu toate mijloacele tehnologice si resursele disponibile.

Pentru Uniunea Europeand este momentul unei alegeri istorice. Putem opri distrugerea sistemului industrial traditional,
singurul, de altfel, care si-a dovedit viabilitatea pand acum, sau putem alege sd devenim clientii captivi ai lumii, eliberate
de constrangerile unei ideologii utopice. Pentru stinga radicald din acest Parlament, se pare cd alegerea intre libertate si
dependentd este foarte grea.

Stine Bosse (Renew). — Fru formand! Kare kolleger, kare gronlendere. Grenland har bygget et stolt samfund. Et
samfund bygget pd vardier, som vi genkender her i Europa. Verdier som demokrati, frihed, velferdssamfund og
retssamfund. Hvordan Grenlands fremtid skal se ud, skal ene og alene vare op til grenlenderne. Man kan ikke kebe
jeres fremtid. Man kan ikke kebe Grenland. Den ambition er en hdn imod det grgnlandske folk. Men i den moderne
verden er selvsteendighed retten til at bestemme, hvem man helst vil vaere athangig af. Og den ret er jeres. Og vi skal
naturligvis stadig arbejde taet sammen med amerikanerne om bl.a. forsvar og udvinding af rdstoffer. Helt sikkert er det i
hvert fald, at vi i EU og i Danmark altid vil stette Grenland til den fremtid, som grenlenderne gnsker sig.

PRESEDINTIA: NICOLAE STEFANUTA

Vicepresedinte

Villy Sevndal (Verts/ALE). — Hr. formand! Hvis nogen var i tvivl om, at det ville have vidtgdende konsekvenser med
valg af ny amerikansk praesident, s& mé de blive overbevist i gdr. USA er pé vej ud af internationale aftaler, som bl.a.
begranser de katastrofale klimaforandringer, vi ser. Verdenssamfundets demokratiske spilleregler er pé retur, ndr en stor
allieret truer en mindre. Jeg er valgt i Danmark. Vi indgdr i et rigsfellesskab med Grenland og Fergerne, som vi er glade
for. Et rigsfellesskab, der er blevet truet med gkonomisk og militeer magt, hvis ikke det fallesskab splittes ad. Og Trump
udtalte i gdr: Danmark skal nok indordne sig. Jeg gentager, Trump sagde i gir: Danmark skal nok indordne sig. Det er en
helt uhort og skremmende retorik, vi er vidne til i gjeblikket. Ikke kun i Danmark, men ogsa i Grenland. Det er vigtigt,
at vi fra europisk side handler med rettidig omhu. Ger det klart, at Grenland er gronlendernes. I en verden med
trusler fra autoritere ledere, er der et alternativ. Vi vil et alternativ for et selvbestemmende grenlandsk folk, der kan
arbejde tet sammen, ogsd med vores europaiske fellesskab.

Danilo Della Valle (The Left). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, personalmente non ho alcuna simpatia per la
nuova amministrazione americana, guidata da un gruppo di miliardari che, se fossero nati in qualsiasi altro paese non
occidentale, non avremmo avuto problemi a definire oligarchi.
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Tuttavia, il panico scatenato in Europa ¢ indicativo di una grande ipocrisia: qual ¢ la differenza tra Trump, che dice
chiaramente cio che pensa, e chi lo ha preceduto, che ci dava pacche sulle spalle, dandoci lezioni di finta democrazia?
Quando noi europei impareremo a fare gli interessi dell’Europa?

Per farlo dobbiamo iniziare ad aprire gli occhi e realizzare che nel mondo non esiste solo 'Occidente e che il tempo
delle colonie ¢ finito da un pezzo. Quando Trump parla di Artico, ad esempio, non ¢ solo un personaggio sui generis,
ma parla di un mondo che sta venendo. Ecco, su Ucraina, dazi, lotta ai cambiamenti climatici, diritti dei migranti e delle
comunita LGBT, I'Europa cosa fara? Subira le scelte degli USA, come ha fatto in passato, o alzera la testa? Dopo
settant’anni, provera a non essere pill subalterna e a fare finalmente gli interessi dei propri cittadini?

Se I'UE non abbandonera l'ossessione economica del neoliberismo e l'assurda politica bellicista degli ultimi anni, non
solo continuera a perdere la fiducia dei suoi cittadini, ma si condannera all'irrilevanza politica anche per il prossimo
secolo.

Milan Uhrik (ESN). — VéZeny pan predsedajiici, pin eurokomisdr, vdzeni kolegovia, myslim, Ze prezident Donald
Trump dnes predstavil mnoho opatreni, ktorymi by sa mohla in3pirovat aj Eurépska tinia. Spustenie deporticii nelegdl-
nych imigrantov, opitovné uzndvanie len dvoch pohlavi a zlepSenie ochrany Zien, zastavenie tej gender ideoldgie, naprik-
lad v $portovych podujatiach, sprisnenie boja proti drogdm, pozastavenie zahrani¢nej pomoci, aZ kym sa neukdze, kam
tdto zahrani¢nd pomoc v skuto¢nosti smeruje. A tyka sa to aj Ukrajiny. No a v neposlednom rade obnovenie slobody
slova a zastavenie $tdtnej cenziry. Podla mna vsetko sprdvne veci. Iste, prezident Trump to s presadzovanim tychto veci,
tejto agendy, do reality nebude mat zrejme jednoduché. Ale ak to dokdzali [udia v Spojenych $titoch americkych, tak
pevne verim, Ze td zmena postupne pride aj do Eurépy, do Eurdpskej tinie. A poviem za seba, uZ sa tesim na den, kedy
budeme podobné zmeny v Eurépskej Ginii oznamovat spolo¢ne s kolegami aj my tu na pode Eurdpskeho parlamentu.

Monika Befiovd (NI). — Vézeny pan predsedajiici, pdn komisdr, viete, preco sa eurdpski volici prikldnaji k radikdlnym
strandm? PretoZe maji pocit, Ze ich zrddzame a zrddzali sme ich aj v prospech ilizie, Ze so Spojenymi §titmi sme v
akejsi rovine win win, ¢o uz desat rokov neplati. A za nd§ dpadok sme v3ak zodpovedni my v Eurépe. Eurépska pasivita,
servilnost. A za ostatnych osem mesiacov aj nulovd aktivita novozvolenej Eurépskej komisie. Odmietanie reality, do
ktorej Eurdpa vstapila (nezrozumitelnd cast) regulaénych a legislativnych opatreni, ¢asto velmi nezmyselnych. Eurdpska
tnia mus{ reagovat pragmaticky a rdzne. A prdve rozhodné kroky lidrov, ako je napriklad aj slovensky predseda vlady
Robert Fico, st tym, ¢o dnes Eurdpa potrebuje. Suverénne a pragmatické rieSenia, nie slepti poslusnost hodnotdm, ktoré
nasi americki partneri zneuZzivaji v kone¢nom dosledku proti ndm. A teraz sa to vitazstvom Trumpa ukdzalo v plnej
nahote. TakZe blahoZeldim Amerike, blahoZeldm Trumpovi, a hlavne za to, Ze ndm v Eurdpe otvoril o¢i. Pekny den.

Siegfried Muresan (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, for many decades, the United States of America has been by
far our most important partner: our most important political partner in defending the multilateral world order and our
most important economic partner — together, we represent more than 30 % of global trade and our economies represent
more than 40 % of the global economy. The United States of America has been for many decades our most important
partner in security and defence — together, we have launched NATO, which is by far the strongest military alliance in
history — and together we have defended human rights, together we have defended democracy. We have defended free-
dom of speech, freedom of the press.

Because of the importance of the partnership with the United States of America to us, let me say clearly that we will
never turn our back on our American friends and our American allies. Let us monitor closely what is happening in the
United States of America. Let us be in dialogue with this administration. There are opinions reaching from very good to
very bad, but let us monitor what happens, let us see what decisions are being made and be in dialogue with the new
administration, defending the values that we stand for, and trying to make sure that we will be stronger on security, on
defence and on the economy as a European Union, also through partnerships with the United States.

Christel Schaldemose (S&D). — Hr. formand! I nasten en méned har president Trumps interesse i Gronland trukket
overskrifter i hele verden. Vi har alle hort dem, og derfor vil jeg ikke gengive dem her. Men lad mig i stedet for citere
Grenlands statsminister, Mite B. Egede, som har gjort det helt klart. Citat. »Vi er ikke til salg, og vi vil aldrig vere til
salg.« Citat slut. Det bakker Danmarks statsminister, Mette Frederiksen, fuldt op om, og hun har understreget det gen-
tagne gange, at enhver diskussion om Grenland starter og slutter i Nuuk. Ikke andre steder. For Grenland har ret til
selvbestemmelse. Den nye administration i USA stiller os europaere over for en ny virkelighed, som vi skal lere at
navigere i, og det ser vi ogsd med spergsmdl om Grenland. USA er vores narmeste allierede i verden, og det skal vi
holde fast i, og vi skal insistere pa et tet og et steerkt samarbejde. Men situationen viser ogsd med al tydelighed, at
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Europa skal std staerkere i egen ret. Vi md og skal styrke den europaiske position i verden bide gkonomisk, militeert og
digitalt. Og det syntes jeg, vi skal gore ganske hurtigt.

Anders Vistisen (PfE). — Mr President, I have a few words for dear President Trump. Listen very carefully: Greenland
has been part of the Danish Kingdom for 800 years. It is an integrated part of our country. It is not for sale.

Let me put it in words you might understand: Mr Trump, fuck off.

Hr. formand! Nér det er sagt, s& mi vi sige, at bide danske og grenlandske politikere i alt, alt for lang tid har flirtet med
en selvsteendighedstanke, som viser sig at veere meget farlig. Farlig, fordi den er komplet urealistisk. Der er ikke nogen,
der tror pd, at et sd stort territorie kan opretholdes af 55 000 gronlendere, men ogsd fordi de gronlandske politikere
fuldstaendig uansvarligt er blevet ved med at tale om selvsteendighed uden at gere sit hjemmearbejde. I har en selvstyr-
elov, hvor I har ret til at tage omrdde efter omrade hjem til jer selv, men har fravalgt at gere det. I opretholder ikke jeres
egen suveranitet, ikke jeres eget retsvaesen, ikke jeres eget politi, ikke jeres eget sundhedsveesen, men alligevel bliver I
ved med at tale om selvstendighed. Det er ikke seriest, og det skaber en stor uro omkring jeres land og omkring
rigsfeellesskabet. Samtidig har I haft en retorik mod Danmark og danskerne, hvor alt fra koloniherrementalitet til folk-
edrab er blevet brugt. Det er ikke acceptabelt, og det er ikke i overensstemmelse med virkeligheden. Ryd nu op i jeres
eget hus. Se pd den tredjedel af jeres barn, der er blevet misbrugt, for de forlader jeres hjem. Se pa de store problemer
med alkoholisme, der hersker i Grenland, og fa ryddet op i det. Og lad os sd sammen styrke rigsfellesskabet og forblive
et dansk kongerige.

President. — If the translation was correct, the term you used is not allowed in this House and there will be conse-
quences to the message you have used. It is not OK in this House of democracy. Thank you.

Regardless of what we think of Mr Trump, it is not possible to use such language.

Alexandr Vondra (ECR). — Mr President, we must take the new administration — our key ally — seriously. The executive
orders signed, the policy changes announced. They are not mere formalities. They mark the beginning of the new era.

I raised the questions during the hearings, and I will raise it again because no clear answer has been provided. What is
our plan B to the Green Deal? How does the Commission intend to ensure the EU, with the stagnating economy,
collapsing Industry and insufficient defence policy, will not find itself isolated in this rapidly changing world?

What measures will the Commission take to avoid the trade wars with the United States? Where is the Council plan to
engage with Donald Trump?

We are entering an era where economic might and military power will dictate the terms of the global relevance. Soft
power is not enough. Will we rise to the occasion or will we fade into the irrelevance? This is the question of the day.

Dan Barna (Renew). — Mr President, it seems there is something going around across the pond and Uncle Sam caught
a cold. Last night, we all witnessed a spectacle of isolationism and outright proclamations of miracles bound to happen.
What we didn’t hear was a true vision for the future, other than a flurry of sometimes barbaric executive orders and
threats to rewrite geography, like it's George Orwell’s 1984. There was no mention of the European Union or transat-
lantic security. There were no logical thoughts about the world economy, not even about the American one.

I've said it in the past: with or without Donald Trump in the White House, Europe needs to evolve and develop, no
matter the context. It's time to face reality. We will not abandon our partnership with the United States, but we will also
not forget it's a wide world out there. We will collaborate with other states and regions — because this is the time for
Europe to lead the free world by example, diplomacy and the power of our defining values.
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Alice Kuhnke (Verts/ALE). — Herr talman! Det finns mycket att siga, och det finns mycket att sérja. Men en sak ar helt
siker: Nu dr det dags for EU att ta globalt ledarskap for klimatet, for demokratin, for méanskliga rittigheter, for hbtqi-
personer, for kvinnor, for granskande journalistik och for minoriteters rittigheter.

Allt detta dr hotat av Trumps hogerextrema hantlangare som finns i USA, men som ocksd finns hdr i EU. Samma
hogerextremister som de konservativa gang pd gdng krokar arm med och ger inflytande over EU:s politik. Vi har inte
rdd med ert vinsterprasslande med hogerextremister.

Ni har makten att avgora om EU ska vara en motkraft som virlden behover. Ta ert ansvar.

Marina Mesure (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, les menaces de Trump, qui envisage d’annexer son voisin canadien
ainsi que le Groenland, doivent aboutir 2 une prise de conscience sur le danger que peuvent représenter les Etats-Unis.
IIs ont des visées de longue date sur ces territoires, et leurs ambitions impérialistes se font toujours plus présentes a
cause du changement climatique.

Nous le savons tous ici, le pouvoir trumpiste lorgne sur les terres agricoles du Canada et sur les ressources arctiques.
Dans ce contexte, la considération selon laquelle les intéréts américains et européens convergent nécessairement et que
I'OTAN assure la paix et la sécurité de ses membres est totalement décrédibilisée. 1l est donc temps que I'Europe parle en
son nom et retrouve son indépendance face aux puissances étrangéres. Cessons d’étre alignés avec Washington! Cela
prévaut sur le plan militaire, mais aussi en matiére économique, car la guerre commerciale menée par les Etats-Unis
menace directement nos industries et des millions d’emplois en Europe, faute de politique commerciale protectionniste.

Chers collegues, a I'heure ot s'accumulent les nuages qui annoncent l'orage de la guerre entre grandes puissances, le
monde a plus que jamais besoin d'une Europe non alignée, préte a défendre le droit international.

Markus Buchheit (ESN). — Herr Prisident! Ja, meine Damen und Herren, man fiihlt sich bei diesen Diskussionen heute
fast an biblische Zitate erinnert, denn ein groffes Heulen und Zihneklappern geht durch den Raum, genauso wie sicher-
lich durch die Europidische Kommission. Heulen und Zahneklappern? Ja, denn die Zeit von Justin Trudeau, von Olaf
Scholz und sicherlich auch von Ursula von der Leyen neigt sich dem Ende zu. Die Zeit der Sozialexperimente findet ihr
jahes Ende, und wir sehen auch, dass Wokismus, Gender-Theorien, Klimawahn und weitere Geschichten keine Zukunft
haben und die Sonne der Freiheit sich erhebt von Argentinien iiber die USA bis nach Osterreich, bis zu uns hier eines
Tages.

Viele hier sind nicht in der Lage, das intellektuell zu begreifen, und so werden schon fleiSig neue Narrative geschiirt:
Milei sei ein Verriickter, Donald Trump baue in Wahrheit an seiner Oligarchie in den USA, an der Herrschaft der
Milliondre. Meine Damen und Herren, damit muss Schluss sein hier im Hause! Offnen Sie sich dem Realismus, dem
politischen Realismus, und sagen auch Sie Ja dazu, dass es den groflen Wechsel des Pendels gab, dass es die grofSe
Wende nunmehr gibt hin zu wahrer Demokratie, hin zur Freiheit. Und lassen Sie die Sonne der Freiheit endlich auch
bei uns scheinen. Offnen Sie sich, meine Damen und Herren!

Sebastido Bugalho (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Caros Colegas, perante uma administragdo americana que s6 entende a
légica da forga, a Unido Europeia ndo tem de se descaracterizar, mas tem um caminho evidente: fortalecer-se.

Quanto mais vigorosa for a nossa economia, com a Unido dos Mercados de Capitais e a Unido Bancaria concluidas, mais
forga teremos a mesa desta relagdo transatlantica. Quanto mais sélida for a nossa unido de defesa, com a bussola
estratégica a ser implementada e a nossa seguranca assegurada, mais forca teremos no seio da Alianga Atlantica.
Quanto mais firmes forem as nossas democracias, com zero tolerdncia a interferéncias externas, digitais ou militares,
mais forga teremos quando negociamos e procuramos paz.

Os Estados Unidos da América estario sempre na mesa dessas negociagdes. A questdo é que lugar, que forga terd esta
Unido sentada a essa mesma mesa?
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A relacio transatlantica pode ser mais transacional na economia, na energia, até na vertente militar, mas nem o direito
internacional, nem o respeito pelos resultados eleitorais sdo transaciondveis para esta Unido.

E nesse equilibrio, entre convicgdo e pragmatismo, que teremos de preservar esta alianca, sem nos esquecermos de quem
temos pela frente, mas, sobretudo, sem nos esquecermos de nds proprios.

Bernd Lange (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Herr Minister, lieber Maros, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Jetzt ist die Katze
aus dem Sack, wie man in Deutschland sagt. Wir haben hier die America First Trade Policy, ein Schreiben des Prisidenten
an seine Ministerinnen und Minister iiber die Wirtschaftsbeziehungen zu anderen Landern — und, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen, da sind natiirlich viele Dinge drin, die uns Besorgnis ins Hirn bringen: also die Frage von weiteren Zollen —
ganz explizit formuliert —, aber auch die Frage, dass die Zolle auf Stahl, die nach wie vor erhoben werden, weitergefiihrt
werden sollen, dass auch die WTO tberpriift werden soll. Viele Dinge, die uns in unserer wirtschaftlichen Aktivitdt
betreffen — wir exportieren immerhin 20 Prozent unserer Exporte in die USA, und es gibt einen Handelsbilanzii-
berschuss von knapp 200 Milliarden. Insofern miissen wir gucken, dass wir diese wirtschaftlichen Interessen auch absi-
chern.

Und wenn ich mir das Papier durchlese, gibt es eben diese Angriffe auf den fairen Handel. Aber es gibt auch einen
Paragrafen 2g, wo gesagt wird: Wir wollen verhandeln. Und deswegen ist meine Konsequenz aus diesem Papier eine
Doppelstrategie: zu sagen, auf der einen Seite handeln wo moglich, um stabile Beziehungen zu erreichen, und verteidi-
gen wo notig, um unsere legitimen wirtschaftlichen Interessen auch gegen unfaire Praktiken abzusichern. Und das sollten
wir in den ndchsten Wochen angehen.

Ernd Schaller-Baross (PfE). — Tisztelt EInok Ur! Az Eurépai Uniét mai vezetSi elszigeteltté tették. Az Unié gazdasiga
sajndlatos médon gyengélkedik. Elég a Draghi-jelentésre gondolni. Az Unié nem képes kidllni a békéért, megéllitani a
migraciot, s6t timogatja a bevandorldst, s nem ad perspektivat az eurépai mezdgazdasagnak.

Megkozelitsleg egy évtizede ebben a hdzban is kigy6t-békat kidlt minden baloldali politikus az Eurépai Bizottsdgban is
az Egyesiilt Allamok 45. és 47. elnokére.

Az amerikai valasztok demokratikus vélasztdson ismét megvalasztottdk Donald Trumpot. Nem tanulunk, nem tanulnak.
Nem az elszigetelGdéstinket kivanjdk csokkenteni, hanem tovabbra is a vélasztok akaratdt figyelmen kiviil hagyva tdmad-
jak az amerikai bardtainkat, pedig ideje lenne felébredni.

Donald Trump csak arra késziil, amit megigért. Megdvja orszdga hatdrait. Tudom, hogy az 6rdogtdl val6. Gatat vet a
fékezetlen illegdlis migrdciénak, megfékezi a tdrsadalmat mérgezd woke ideologidt, és ismét megersiti az amerikai
gazdasdgot.

Ne szigeteljitk el magunkat az j amerikai vezetéstSl, hanem dolgozzunk egyiitt. Nekik Amerika az els6, nekiink pedig a
nemzetdllamaink, melyeken keresztiil Eurdpa is erGsebb lehet.

EppavounA ®paykog (ECR). — Kupie Tpoedpe, Apepikavoi kar Euponaior {tekpavydlouv «make our nations great againo,
anoppintovtag ) woke agenda, Tig @ilopetavacteuTikeg kat avedvikés mohrtikéc. H molitikr) «America First» tou Tpaun dev
agopovoe povo g HITA. Hrav éva naykoopio calmopa unép e edvikrg kuptapyias. O Ntovakt Tpapn apgiofrtnoe T eNit,
aynenoe to oanio cloTpa Kot anédeilfe OTL 1) MOMTIKY TPEMEL va UTNPETel TPTIOTOG Toug avdpenous. O ayevag Tou yia
aogakr] cUvopa Kat DVIKY] umepn@avela avyel otig kapdies tov edvav pac. H Eupomn ypewaletar nyétes mou falouv mave anod
ONa ToUG TOAITEG MOU UTEPACTICOVTAL TOV MOMTIGHO HAG KAt TOu dvouv TpoTepatdTnTa oty e\eudepla Evavit Twv avdpo-
TOQOPIKAY KAl AVIEDVIKOV YPAQEOKpaT®OV. A¢ epmveuotolpe and to opapa tou Tpapm kar ag owodopncoupe o Eupomn
nou Ja eivan duvat kar kupiapyn. Eivar kapoc 1 Eupaomn va kahooopicer Ty enoyr omou 1 ¢uvi] Tov edvav Ja akovyetal
duvata kat kadapd. Let’'s make Europe great again.

Billy Kelleher (Renew). — Mr President, the Trump presidency will be disruptive and will be unpredictable in the areas
of tax, trade and security, so we need to accept that and deal with it. We need to maintain dialogue. There is no point in
us being ideologically opposed to the fact that the American people have elected Donald Trump as their president. Both
on the left and the right, we need to temper our language to ensure that Europe continues to dialogue with its most
important strategic partner.
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European companies provide huge employment opportunities right across Europe, and we have to ensure that we
maintain and protect that, so the areas of tax and trade are of significant importance. American troops died on this
continent twice over the last 110 years to save ourselves from ourselves, so it is critically important from a security
perspective as well.

And sometimes, on the right, I hear people championing Trump, but equally, I'd like them to stand in front of their own
citizens and say that in the event of Trump withdrawing from NATO, either directly or funding, taxes in their countries
will go up, the threat to their countries will increase. So very clearly, those that do trumpet Trump should also be very
conscious of the potential consequences of President Trump if he does renege on his security commitments to date in
the areas of NATO funding directly, and also military support.

Ignazio Roberto Marino (Verts/ALE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, Trump ha iniziato il suo mandato
riaffermando concetti gia espressi durante la campagna elettorale, ma che oggi diventano azioni concrete, che sfidano i
valori su cui ¢ fondata la nostra Unione.

Voglio citarne alcuni. Trump non ha invitato la Presidente della Commissione, a sottolineare la marginalitd dell’Europa
nella sua visione del mondo. Ha dichiarato di voler porre fine immediatamente al conflitto in Ucraina, ma di volerlo fare
dialogando con Putin, escludendo I'Europa. Ha firmato ordini esecutivi per scarcerare chi ha assaltato il Congresso — la
sede della democrazia — e revocare le protezioni alle persone transessuali nelle carceri americane, esponendole a rischi
gravissimi. Inoltre, ha sottoscritto un ordine esecutivo per ritirare gli Stati Uniti dallOrganizzazione mondiale della
sanita.

Sappiamo che tribunali e Congresso potrebbero limitare queste sue decisioni, ma il messaggio politico ¢ chiaro: valori
come il rispetto dei diritti umani e della democrazia sono in pericolo. Se non reagiremo, ora e con forza, accetteremo
anni di irrilevanza e permetteremo che siano altri a scrivere la storia, tradendo cio che siamo e cio che rappresentiamo.

Jussi Saramo (The Left). — Mr President, last year was again the hottest on record. Drought, floods and storms killed
people both in the US and EU, not to mention poor countries. A true leader would do his best for his own people,
nature and humanity. Trump does the opposite. He withdraws from the Paris climate agreement, he adds drilling and
exports for gas and oil. He threatens to impose tariffs on EU products. He demands that we buy weapons from the US
for hundreds of billions, even though the majority of our defence spending already goes to the US.

The techno-oligarchs who fund Trump demand that we accept brainwashing on their platforms. The extreme right in
this parliament is destroying Europe from within to support Trump, Musk and Putin.

We must not surrender! We have to become independent. Let’s move away from dirty fuels. Let’s stop supporting the US
arms industry and let us take care of our own economy, human rights and democracy!

Juan Ignacio Zoido Alvarez (PPE). — Sefior presidente, Donald Trump puso anoche a Espafia en el grupo de los
BRICS, de los aliados de China y de Rusia, es decir, como uno de los rivales de Washington y del bloque occidental.

Su conclusién puede ser razonable si tenemos en cuenta que Pedro Sinchez ha tratado de negociar por libre con China
de manera infructuosa, nos ha convertido en el pais europeo que mds gas le compra a Putin y ha tachado de «deriva
militarista» los esfuerzos de la OTAN por invertir mas en defensa.

La consecuencia de nuestra alineacion internacional, segiin Trump, serd un 100 % de aranceles para los productos
espafioles, una verdadera catdstrofe econdémica. La Unidén Europea estd intentando evitarlo negociando ya con Trump,
todo lo contrario que Sdnchez, que ha preferido insultar al presidente de los Estados Unidos y llamar a rebelarse contra
sus aliados. Su imprudencia tendrd consecuencias desastrosas para nuestras empresas y trabajadores y, desgraciadamente,
lo veremos pronto.

Espero que el Gobierno de Espafia reflexione con urgencia y ponga por delante de su ideologia los intereses de todos los
espafloles.
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Aurore Lalucq (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collégues, le systéme Trump est un
systeme bien plus «extorsionniste» que transactionnel. En gros, c’est: «Vous allez faire ce que je veux, quand je veux; vous
allez méme payer pour, et tout cela sans aucune garantie pour votre sécurité ou votre défense.» Nous, face a cela, en
Europe, nous ne pouvons pas étre le systtme du mépris ou de la minauderie. Ce serait une double erreur. 1l va nous
falloir faire deux choses que I'Union européenne n'aime pas trop faire: de la stratégie et du rapport de force.

La stratégie, d’abord: il nous faut créer notre indépendance industrielle, arréter de faire de la poésie et de penser que
réduire les formalités administratives, cela va suffire. Il faut une politique industrielle européenne avec des objectifs
précis, un échéancier précis, des calendriers précis. Cest une obligation de résultat que nous devons avoir dans les
domaines des grandes entreprises technologiques, des technologies propres, de I'énergie, mais aussi de la chimie.

Ensuite, il nous faut étre dans un rapport de force. Je vous le dis clairement: la lenteur de la Commission européenne
dans sa réaction envers Elon Musk est inadmissible; elle ne peut pas se reproduire. Cette administration va aller vite, trés
vite, elle va taper fort, elle n'aura aucune limite. On parle quand méme d'un gouvernement dit «ibéral» qui risque
d'exproprier 50 % de TikTok, et nous, face a ¢a, on fait des enquétes. Les enquétes, c’est trés bien, mais il faut qu’elles
se concluent, quelles se concluent vite et qu'elles se finissent par des actions, voire méme parfois par des sanctions. Il va
falloir arréter davoir peur et utiliser notre marché unique aussi comme une arme qui nous permette d’étre dans un
rapport de force. Je sais que c’est désagréable d’étre dans un rapport de force, je sais que ca fait peur, mais, quand on ne
veut pas en faire, eh bien il ne faut pas faire de politique, tout simplement.

Le monde a changé. 1l faut agir pour protéger les Européens au lieu de protéger 'image d’'un monde qui, malheureuse-
ment, n'existe plus.

Juan Carlos Girauta Vidal (PfE). — Sefior presidente, Trump inaugura su segundo mandato con la izquierda mundial
pronosticando de nuevo el fin del mundo. Sin embargo, ya no son creibles todas esas jeremiadas, pues este hombre ya
gobernd cuatro afios en un mandato que ha sido el més pacifista en politica exterior de los Estados Unidos en las
tltimas décadas. El propio Trump, durante su discurso de investidura, ha reiterado que continuard en una linea exterior
basada en la paz y en la no intromisién.

La segunda victoria de Trump vuelve a suponer un cambio de paradigma en el escenario mundial. Es mds, Trump ya ha
conseguido —lo consiguié antes de su investidura— un alto el fuego en Gaza y que Putin y Zelenski estén, al menos,
abiertos a negociar una paz para Ucrania.

Estos logros dejan en evidencia a una izquierda cuyos argumentos ya conocemos y nos fuerzan a elegir qué rumbo
tomar: o bien aprovechamos todo aquello que nos une con nuestro aliado del otro lado del Atldntico, o bien nos
encerramos en nosotros mismos y nos lamentamos, mientras los Estados Unidos y China nos dejan atrds de forma
definitiva. Europa no estd en condiciones de competir con las dos grandes potencias y no hemos aprovechado estos
tltimos afios para ponernos en esa posicion. Mds bien al contrario, hemos perseverado en politicas que nos lastran y
que nos hacen menos competitivos.

Rihards Kols (ECR). — Mr President, the new Trump administration signals a shift in transatlantic relations. But let's be
clear: neither Europe nor the US can do it alone and expect to retain global strength. If we want to remain really
relevant, we must stand united. Europe needs to finally become — and I mean literally — a strong, loyal and trustworthy
ally. We cannot afford internal divisions while our adversaries inflict death by a thousand cuts through disinformation,
coercion, hybrid and open hostilities. They thrive on our hesitation and disunity. A strong transatlantic partnership
depends not just on the US, but also on Europe stepping up. We must first invest in defence capabilities that deter,
not just respond, second, tackle economic vulnerabilities that adversaries exploit and, last but not least, speak with one
voice on strategic threats like Russia and China.

It's about our credibility. We must step up and meet the US as equals, because divided we fall.
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Hilde Vautmans (Renew). — Voorzitter, collega’s, Het gaat hier nu al dagen en weken over Trump, maar gisteren heeft
Trump met geen woord over Europa gerept. En dat is geen goed teken. We weten wat hij van plan is. Eén: hij gaat
nieuwe invoerheffingen treffen, zogezegd om de Amerikaanse economie te beschermen, maar die onze bedrijven zullen
treffen. Twee: hij zal ons, zijn Europese NAVO-bondgenoten, laten stikken. Drie: hij zal natuurlijk deals maken met
zoveel mogelijk autocraten, te beginnen met Poetin. En houd u vast als hij een deal met China maakt, tegen Europa.
Alle drie tegen ons, tegen Europa gericht. En wat is onze strategie?

Wel, ik zal u zeggen wat wij moeten doen. Eén: onze alliantie met democratieén versterken; een blok maken tegen de
“bullies”. Twee: een eigen Europese defensie optuigen, samen met de NAVO als het kan, tegen Trump als het moet. Onze
competitieve wetgeving tanden geven. Zorgen dat we terugbijten als ze invoerheffingen opleggen.

Trump toont een enorme vechtlust voor Amerika. Laten wij nu eens dezelfde vechtlust tonen voor Europa.

Anna Cavazzini (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Unsere Antwort auf Trumps Attacken
auf die Demokratie, die freie Weltordnung, auf Make America great again, die muss sein: Europe United — ein starkes,
vereintes Europa. Europe United, das darf aber keine Floskel sein. Was bedeutet es also? Ich finde, es braucht verdammt
noch mal mehr europapolitisches Engagement, zum Beispiel von einem deutschen Bundeskanzler, und die Bereitschaft,
die EU mit mehr Finanzmitteln und mehr Kompetenzen endlich handlungsfahiger zu machen. Auflerdem diirfen wir
keinen Millimeter nachgeben bei unserer Regulierung von Big Tech. Denn an die will Trump zusammen mit seinen
Milliarddrskumpeln Musk und Zuckerberg zuerst ran. Die Kommission muss die Hebel, die der Digital Services Act bietet,
nutzen und mutig implementieren, damit Demokratie, Wahlen und Meinungsfreiheit im Netz gewahrt bleiben. Unsere
europdischen Regeln diirfen nicht Verhandlungsmasse von irgendwelchen Deals sein — tausche Autozolle gegen Tech-
oder Klimagesetze. Das darf nicht passieren. Vielleicht noch eine Bemerkung an die Kollegen von der EVP: Ich finde,
auch die EVP muss hier ganz vorsichtig sein mit ihren Rufen nach Offnung der Gesetze, um nicht den Weg fiir Trumps
Interessen zu bereiten.

NikOAag dapavrovpne (The Left). — Kopie Tpoedpe, ayamnrot ouvadelgot, ayamnté Enitpore Sef¢ovie, Da avagepdd otny
otkovopki] diaotaon g véag oyéong pe tic Hvopéveg Toiteieg, mou dewpd Ot givar kat 1) mo onpavkr]. H apyitektovikr tou
maykoopiou epmopiou, Omeg T yvepiloupe petd tov B Taykoopo TToAepo, alkale. Aev alkaler opog topa. Exer Eekviioel
€00 kat xpovia. 'Hon and wv kufépvion Opmapa, Jewped 0Tt ot Hvopéves Tolteieg Sexivioav va anocUpouv to evdiagépov
Toug ano Ttov IMaykoopo Opyaviopod Epmopiou kat va culntolv oe mepigepetaxo eninedo. H andvnon e Eupanng dev propel
Tapa va glval MEPICOOTEPES TEPLPEPELAKEG GUVEPYAOLES Kat Kuplwg oUvdeon TG fropnyavikrs moAttikig g Eupwnaikng Eveong
pe v kown eunopikn mohrtikr). Topa kat Xwpic dAAn koAuotepyia.

Mika Aaltola (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, many of us watched yesterday’s commencement speech with keen
interest. President Trump’s primary focus was evident as much as it is domestic. His policies have external ramifications,
from tariffs to Paris Treaty. He will significantly increase US defence spending and promote US exceptionalism without
hesitance. He promised American revival and primacy. His method echoes previous US presidents: if you have a big
enough stick, you will be heard even when you speak softly.

Unfortunately, Europe lacks such power. Our defence spending still lacks and is insufficiently used. Aid for Ukraine has
to continue, even when the US withdraws from it, for the next three months, if necessary, alone. Without that strength,
our voices go unheard. No matter how loudly we yell, the rest of the world only yawns. Now we need to alter our
approach radically. Our policies need to prioritise European geostrategic interests.

Mohammed Chahim (S&D). — Mr President, we don’t correct for the speed limit of the speed differences and lan-
guages. Maybe we should. But I will speak Dutch.

Voorzitter, Amerika is — geloof het of niet — gelukkig meer dan alleen Trump. Een aantal jaren geleden, toen Amerika
uit het Akkoord van Parijs stapte, besloten bedrijven en ook heel veel staten om er gewoon mee door te gaan. De wil
van Trump lijkt echter steeds meer wet; te veel mensen volgen blind, ook hier.

66/148 ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

0J C, 9.10.2025 EN

We hebben belang bij een sterke relatie met de VS en dat belang moet ons blijven leiden. Maar ‘America first’ betekent
nog niet dat Europa ‘second’ is. Hooguit als we de belangen van Trump en zijn techgiganten dienen.

Het roekeloze beleid van Trump brengt onzekerheid met zich mee. Komen er tarieven? Blijft er vraag naar onze pro-
ducten? Kunnen onze afnemers nog wel zakendoen in de VS? Delen we onze grondstoffen of gaan we erom vechten? De
prijskaartjes in onze schappen zullen in ieder geval stijgen door Trumps tarieventumult, en de inflatie zal stijgen. Tk
hoop dat het meevalt, maar er is reden genoeg om minder afhankelijk te zijn en ons sterker te verenigen dan ooit. Dat is
het antwoord op Trump, want ‘America first’ mag en kan niet betekenen dat de rest van ons gaat stikken.

Gerolf Annemans (PfE). — Voorzitter, Ik zou wensen dat ik de vele panikerende linkse en links-liberale en de vele
mondialistische en multilateralistische collega’s hier in het halfrond enigszins zou kunnen troosten. Met het aantreden
van Donald Trump in Washington komt er geen einde aan de democratie. Integendeel: het is een viering, zeg maar een
feest, van de democratie.

Wat wel een probleem is, is de reputatie van de Europese Unie in het Washington van vandaag. Mijns inziens terecht
wordt de Europese Unie bij de machthebbers in de Verenigde Staten beschouwd als een centralistisch geleide planeco-
nomie met veel te veel regels, veel te veel rigiditeit, te weinig marge voor dealmaking en negotiating. En bovenop dat alles
nog eens een enorm dwangmatige linkse neiging tot inperking van de vrijheid van meningsuiting.

De Europese Unie van vandaag staat haaks op de nieuwe tijd die gisteren aan de andere kant van de Atlantische Oceaan
van start is gegaan. Een nieuwe tijd waarin de multilateralistische Europese Unie in grote mate een handicap zal zijn
voor de performante lidstaten in Europa. Wij, Patriotten voor Europa, willen aansluiten bij die nieuwe tijd. Een nieuwe
patriottische tijd, waarvan wij hopen dat die snel in de komende jaren ook hier in Europa, lidstaat na lidstaat, verkiezing
na verkiezing, zal arriveren. De dag van gisteren is dus een dag van hoop.

Aurelijus Veryga (ECR). — Mr President, dear colleagues, long-standing self-deception that we will regulate size of
chicken cages and America will take care of our security is over. During his first term, Trump clearly stated that other
NATO members must also invest in their defence. Then he was criticised. Now we have painfully realised that we do not
have the resources even to help Ukraine to win a war. And if even the war in Ukraine did not make some countries
think about investing in defence, maybe Trump will.

Like a Trump in the EU, we see that the ideology-based green policy harmed the competitiveness of EU industry, and
CO, emissions in the world even increased. Perhaps now we will understand that at a time when floods and fires are
already happening, we need to stop living in fantasies and start caring about adaptation and survival.

I hope we will also return to common sense when we talk about the end of the gender ideology and cancel culture. As
Europe freezes in demographic winter, waking up to biological reality and ending the brainwashing of our children
could be a good start.

Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, Monsieur le Ministre, hier, les
Etats-Unis ont investi Donald Trump président. Huit ans auparavant, cela semblait un accident historique. Aujourd’hui,
la volonté d'un peuple bouleverse le monde, avec une présidence marquée par une vision brutale et hégémonique du
pouvoir.

A ceux qui érigent I'espoir en stratégie, 2 ceux qui pensent que la soumission offre protection, a ceux qui croient
quattendre est la meilleure défense: les Etats-Unis de Trump ne nous feront aucun cadeau, absolument aucun.
Chantage, pressions politiques, diplomatiques, financiéres ou commerciales: le bras de fer, amplifié par des figures
comme Elon Musk, exige une mobilisation totale, empreinte de courage et de détermination, pour défendre nos ambi-
tions et nos intéréts.

Face a une lutte commerciale et a des velléités territoriales, I'Europe doit parler d’'une seule voix. Une administration
américaine agressive ne nous laissera pas de choix. L'heure est définitivement venue de choisir nos ambitions, nos voix,
nos méthodes. Nous devons faire front, étre européens et forger notre avenir, sans timidité ni demi-mesure, mais avec
une mobilisation totale et avec efficacité.
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Damian Boeselager (Verts/ALE). - Mr President, I'm always amazed by the far right of this House. There was a
mentioning of the new sun of democracy rising across the ocean, and I was wondering that maybe some of the
colleagues got a bit too much sun already when I look at what they’re saying.

They're saying it's amazing that we have this expansionist person now there, but then I hear a Danish far-right guy
saying: "Yeah, but maybe don’t take Greenland. You know, that’s not so good.” So when it goes against your own interest,
then suddenly you realise that maybe if there’s an expansionist on the other side, it's not so good to be a patriot and in
favour of that.

There are three main implications of Trump taking power. The first one is about the economy, the second one is about
security, and the third one is about democracy. When it comes to economy, we need to work closer together. We need
to go into free trade agreements to diversify trade. We need to really unleash innovation in Europe and build the interior
market.

When it comes to security, we need to understand that 17 different tank systems for the same category in Europe
doesn’t make sense. We need to be able to support Ukraine and defend ourselves.

And when it comes to democracy, I can only ask all citizens of the European Union to get active in politics now,
because we really need you in the centre and not in these false patriotic parties.

Rudi Kennes (The Left). — Voorzitter, collega’s, Donald Trump heeft ooit gezegd dat het woord tarieven het mooiste
woord was in het woordenboek. Hij kondigt al aan dat hij dit beleid zal voortzetten met extra tarieven tegen Canada,
Mexico en China. Hij roept dat dit Amerika sterker maakt, maar laten we eerlijk zijn: het is gewoon een aanval op
werkende mensen wereldwijd. Want wie betaalt de prijs? Niet de miljardairs en zijn kabinet, maar de gewone mens,
door hogere prijzen en meer onzekerheid.

Trump voert een agressieve strijd en sleept de rest van de wereld mee in zijn koude oorlog. Zijn tarieven raken niet
alleen Chinese en Canadese goederen, maar ook de Europese industrie. Onze toekomst staat hiermee op het spel. Dit is
geen economische bescherming. Dit zijn de laatste stuiptrekkingen van een systeem in verval, het kapitalisme. Maar
verandering ligt gelukkig in onze handen. De wereld verandert en het is aan ons om te vechten voor fair trade, een
eerlijker socialistisch perspectief. Dus geen Trump-tarieven, geen economische chantage. Samen en vastberaden zeggen
wij keihard: No way, we won't pay!

Francisco José Millin Mon (PPE). — Sefior presidente, los Estados Unidos ocupan un lugar central en el orden inter-
nacional mundial y son el socio mds importante de la Unién Europea.

Nuestra relacién econémica y comercial es muy sélida, y también lo es en materia de seguridad y defensa. Este es un
aspecto esencial que debemos preservar en el mundo de hoy, en el que crecen los conflictos y aumenta el uso de la
fuerza, como muestra la agresion rusa a Ucrania.

Con Trump se abre una nueva etapa. La Unién Europea tiene que esforzarse en una buena relacion con la
Administracion de los Estados Unidos, cualquiera que sea su color politico.

Intentemos acordar una agenda positiva en el dmbito econdmico y comercial, y también en el energético, para reforzar
atin mds la economia transatldntica. Una guerra comercial no beneficia a nadie y, al final, penalizaria a los ciudadanos de
uno y otro lado del Atldntico. Es mucho mds lo que nos une que lo que nos separa de los Estados Unidos.

El momento requiere una actitud constructiva, pero también exige la unidad de los europeos. No debemos dividirnos en
busca de arreglos individuales con Washington. La Unién Europea debe estar unida y también saber defender sus inter-
eses y principios en esta nueva etapa.
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Alex Agius Saliba (S&D). — Sur President, illum hija l-ewwel gurnata tat-tieni presidenza ta’ Trump. Filwaqt li qed
iwieghed era tad-deheb ghall-Istati Uniti, irid jaghmel din il-kisba billi jqieghed I-Amerika l-ewwel u gabel kollox, anke
abbazi i jikkalpesta d-drittijiet taghna 1-Ewropej. L-approcc¢ tieghu ghan-negozjati huwa li jew tibla’ jew inkella tinbela’.
Iqieghed il-wirja tas-sahha fuq il-kooperazzjoni madwar 1-Atlantiku. Il-Kummissjoni trid tkun ippreparata ghal dan l-agir
u trid turi s-sahha ekonomika tal-Unjoni Ewropea bhala l-ikbar suq ekonomiku fid-dinja. Il-kumpaniji Amerikani tal-Big
Tech u s-sidien biljunarji taghhom jehtiegu access ghas-swieq taghna biex jaghmlu I-flus. Ejja ma nhalluhomx jaghmlu I-
flus a skapitu tac-cittadini taghna, tad-demokrazija taghna.

Ma nistghux narmu r-reputazzjoni taghna bhala forza dinjija avvanzata fil-legizlazzjoni tat-teknologija. Ir-regoli tal-Att
dwar is-Servizzi Digitali u mizuri ohra mhumiex ghodda ta’ skambju u langas ma huma ghodda ta’ skambju, investi-
gazzjonijiet dwar X, Meta, Apple u gganti ohra. II-Kummissjoni trid turi s-sahha u tirrezisti l-pressjoni li ser taffac¢ja
ghall-interessi tal-oligarkiji tat-teknologija. Jew niggieldu lura jew narmu l-armi. Ahna s-so¢jalisti u d-demokratici gha-
milna l-ghazla taghna.

Pierre-Romain Thionnet (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, sommes-nous préts a parler le langage de la force?
Sommes-nous préts a troquer la diplomatie des valeurs pour la grammaire de la puissance? Cest a ces questions que
la nouvelle administration américaine nous invite a répondre. Pas seulement parce que Donald Trump va exercer sur
nous une pression globale, mais parce que I'Amérique va s'écarter du multilatéralisme et bousculer l'ordre libéral qui
dominait jusqu'alors. Voila I'Europe forcée de regarder le monde tel qu'il est et tel qu'il n’a jamais vraiment cessé d'étre:
un terrain d’affrontement des intéréts, un rapport de force permanent, un choc des identités et des représentations.

Pourtant, c'est comme si certains Européens étaient soudain pétrifiés. On a méme vu ceux qui critiquaient férocement le
candidat Trump jeter leurs épées et mettre un genou a terre. Il y a plus de deux mille ans, Thucydide nous racontait
comment les habitants de I'lle de Mélos avaient refusé de se soumettre a 'empire athénien. Ils avaient certes fini par étre
vaincus, mais ils avaient défendu une certaine idée de la liberté.

Aujourd’hui, avec des forces pourtant bien plus considérables que les modestes citoyens de Mélos, les Européens s'em-
pressent de se montrer dociles. Christine Lagarde, Stéphane Séjourné, Ursula von der Leyen... Les apotres de 'Europe
fédérale offrent déja leur soumission et promettent d’acheter toujours plus aux Américains — plus pour la défense, plus
pour l'énergie, plus pour le commerce.

Chers collegues, profitons de cette chance historique qui nous est donnée pour tourner cette page de I'histoire ot I'Eu-
rope a été composée d’Etats clients, soumis a une métropole lointaine. Retrouvons un peu de cette vérité des Grecs et de
leurs modeles de cités libres, fortes et unies entre elles avant d’étre soumises ou avalées par des puissances étrangeres.

Kristoffer Storm (ECR). — Hr. formand! Jeg er ret overbevist om, at det er fuldsteendig underordnet, hvem der er
prasident i USA i forhold til hvor vigtig en samarbejdspartner, landet er for os i Europa. Lige meget om vi har en
republikansk eller en demokratisk preaesident, sd vil USA veere vores suverant vigtigste samarbejdspartner, bade ndr det
kommer til handel og til sikkerhed. Derfor er det vores opgave i Europa, at raekke ud til den altid siddende amerikanske
prasident og serge for at lave gode aftaler med denne og dens administration. Da Trump sidst var preasident, der lagde
han pres pd Europa i forhold til, at vi kunne rette ind og leve op til de forudsetninger, der var for at vere med i
NATO-fallesskabet. Nu er han tilbage i Det Ovale Verelse, og vi ved, at han vil satte pres pd ekonomien og swtte
skub i den amerikanske skonomi. Derfor er vi nedsaget til i Europa at felge trop. Vi er nedsaget til at se pa, hvordan
vi driver vores del af verden. Vi er nedsaget til at deregulere i en fart, som vi ikke tidligere har oplevet i Europa. Hvis
ikke vi folger med amerikanerne og kineserne, sa taber vi i den nye globale verden, sd derfor er vi simpelthen nedsaget
til at komme ud af starthullerne her i Europa.

Karin Karlsbro (Renew). — Mr President, Council, Commission, colleagues, the United States has a new president.
Exactly what that means for us remains an open question. The strong link across the Atlantic is as important today as
it was the day before yesterday.
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But President Trump is putting our relationship at risk. Today, Europe must stand united behind our commitments to
the climate as the US once again withdraws from the Paris Agreement. Today, Europe must stand with Ukraine as the
US falters. This is the best investment we can make for our common security.

Regardless of what President Trump does we will fight for free trade, for growing economies. Donald Trump is the new
President of America, not of the world!

Thomas Waitz (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident, Kommissar! Ich denke, seit gestern ist klar, dass wir uns weder sicher-
heitspolitisch noch handelspolitisch auf die USA als Partner oder gar Freunde verlassen konnen. Was aber auch klar ist
seit gestern, ist, dass die USA Politik fiir Superreiche machen werden und vor allem Musk und Trump dafur, sich selbst
weiter zu bereichern.

Und Trump gesellt sich zu seinen Kollegen, den Autokraten Xi Jinping und Putin, dazu, denn sie haben ein gemeinsames
Interesse: Das gemeinsame Interesse ist, die Europiische Union zu schwichen, die Europiische Union zu spalten, die
Meinungsfreiheit anzugreifen und die unabhingige Justiz abzuschaffen. Und alle drei unterstiitzen rechtspopulistische
und rechtsextreme Parteien — unsere Orbdns, unsere Melonis und auch unseren osterreichischen Mini-Trump Herbert
Kickl.

Aber es ist auch unsere Europiische Volkspartei, die den Rechtsextremen zur Macht verhilft. Und das ist das Gegenteil
von einer proeuropdischen Politik. Und das ist das Gegenteil von einer prodemokratischen Politik. Und ich fordere Sie
auf: Uberdenken Sie Thren Weg. Schlagen Sie wieder einen proeuropdischen Kurs ein und verhelfen Sie diesen Leuten
nicht zur Macht, denn es wird zum Schaden der Europdischen Union, zum Schaden unserer Biirgerinnen und Biirger
und zum Schaden unserer wertebasierten Politik sein. Kehren Sie um.

(Der Redner ist damit einverstanden, auf mehrere Fragen nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“ zu antworten.)

Sander Smit (PPE), blue-card question. — I just wanted to ask Mr Waitz whether he distances himself from the extreme
utterances made this morning and allegations about Musk being a Nazi and using a Nazi salute, because that’s not
helping the US-EU alliance either. And that does not help to bring down the tone of the debate.

So how does Mr Waitz see this? Because he’s making new allegations against many oligarchs, against political groups.
But shouldn’t we try to avoid such extreme allegations, which are also fake news? In fact, the ADL just this morning
refuted these claims.

Thomas Waitz (Verts/ALE), blue-card answer. — I don't know what Mr Musk meant with his move, but to me, as an
Austrian, it looked like a Hitler salute. And to many citizens, it looked like a Hitler salute. I don’t know what he meant
with it, and I cannot judge this, but what I see is that terms that were used in Nazi Germany and Nazi Austria are
getting normalised. Our candidate for the extreme right is calling himself "Volkskanzler’. That's how Adolf Hitler was
naming himself before he called himself a ‘Fiithrer. So a certain normalisation of terms that we know from this time is
unfortunately something I am watching. And I really, seriously think that the pro-Democratic parties should stick
together, beyond different opinions, beyond different political affiliations, but to the core of European unity, of
European togetherness and for our democratic principles.

Erné Schaller-Baross (PfE), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — (Beginn des Redebeitrags bei ausgeschaltetem
Mikrofon) ... gerne fragen: Haben Sie vergessen, was Demokratie bedeutet? Donald Trump hat ja in den Vereinigten
Staaten eine demokratische Wahl gewonnen. Herr Kickl hat in Osterreich eine demokratische Wahl gewonnen. Hoffen-
tlich wird er eine starke Gsterreichische Regierung griinden und bilden konnen. Sie sind kein Demokrat. Sie beschimpfen
die Wihler, Sie beschimpfen die Demokratie, Sie beschimpfen demokratische Wahlen. Schimen Sie sich!
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Thomas Waitz (Verts/ALE), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Ich glaube, Sie haben mir
nicht zugehort. Ich habe dariiber gesprochen, wie gefihrlich es firr unsere Demokratie ist, Thnen die Macht zu iibertra-
gen. Schauen Sie mal in unser gemeinsames schones Ungarn — mein Grofvater ist Ungar — die Einschrinkung der
Medienfreiheit, die Einschrinkung der Meinungsfreiheit, die Einschrinkung der unabhingigen Justiz. Schauen Sie sich
Thre Spitiler an, die komplett am Boden sind. Schauen Sie sich IThr Bildungssystem an, schauen Sie sich Thre Wirtschaft
an! Das ist, wohin wir kommen, wenn solche Leute wie Herr Orbdn und lhre Freunde die Macht iibernehmen. Danke,
das will ich nicht!

Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left). — Sefior presidente, quiero unirme a la preocupacién generalizada por las con-
secuencias de corte autocrdtico y conservador que el ascenso de Trump a la presidencia de los Estados Unidos va a
generar para los pueblos de Europa y particularmente para las clases populares. Y también quiero subrayar que el papel
geopolitico de los Estados Unidos no depende de quién esté en la Casa Blanca. Es cierto que hay matices importantes —
importantisimos—, pero tanto republicanos como demdcratas sienten que los Estados Unidos deben liderar el mundo y
extender la democracia, cueste lo que cueste. Y eso se hace por medio, también, de la coercién militar, que defiende
intereses que, al menos, no son los de la Unién Europea.

Los Estados Unidos nunca van a permitir que ninguna potencia regional mantenga aspiraciones de poder global: es
consustancial a su cultura politica, y eso también es aplicable a la Unién Europea. Por lo tanto, es altamente contra-
dictorio abogar por una autonomia estratégica para Europa y a la vez que los Estados miembros de la Unién pertenez-
can a la OTAN, una alianza militar creada para imponer la politica exterior de los Estados Unidos, una politica que, al
menos, 1o es la nuestra y que no puede ser la nuestra porque tiene como objetivo, entre otros, que la Unién Europea no
tenga ninguna influencia en el orden politico mundial.

En este momento es, por lo tanto, fundamental una reflexion sobre la soberania europea y su papel en el juego geopo-
litico mds alld de la mera supeditacion a la politica exterior estadounidense y el colonialismo.

Davor Ivo Stier (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, druga Trumpova administracija Zeli zavrsiti proces deglobalizacije
koja je zapoceta u prvoj Trumpovoj administraciji, koja se nastavila i za vrijeme Bidena. To stvara nove geopoliticke
okolnosti i Europa se tome mora prilagoditi, a to znaci, prvo, mi ¢emo zadrzati savezni§tvo s Amerikom u okviru
NATO-a, ali moramo izgraditi vlastite europske obrambene kapacitete.

Drugo, moramo prilagoditi svoju energetsku i industrijsku politiku novim geopolitickim okolnostima jer bez Amerike
Europa ne moZe spasiti ciljeve Pariskog sporazuma o klimi, ali Europa moZe i mora spasiti europsku industriju i
ekonomiju.

I trece, Europa ne smije propustiti Sanse za bilateralne i regionalne trgovinske ugovore, kao §to je to s Meksikom ili s
Mercosurom, koji moramo ratificirati $to prije.

Dakle, kolegice i kolege, umjesto da krivimo Trumpa za sve nase probleme, u¢inimo ono $to je u nasim rukama, a $to je
potrebno i dobro za Europu.

Hana Jalloul Muro (S&D). — Sefior presidente, la investidura de Donald Trump marca un punto de inflexién en la
estabilidad internacional. Y aunque la relacion transatlantica es vital, sus primeras decisiones —como implementar una
politica migratoria extrema o incluir nuevamente a Cuba en la lista de paises patrocinadores del terrorismo— impactan
directa o negativamente en la seguridad global.

A su vez, Elon Musk estd actuando como un actor politico de facto con estrategias injerencistas en Europa a través de X,
y esto exige una respuesta decidida. Hemos hecho una propuesta desde este Parlamento con sanciones concretas desde el
marco de la politica exterior.

Debemos utilizar con firmeza las herramientas con las que contamos para fortalecer nuestra autonomia estratégica
como Unién Europea, diversificar las asociaciones comerciales, forjar alianzas con socios afines y consolidar nuestro
liderazgo global y el multilateralismo. La defensa de nuestros valores y la proteccion de nuestros intereses requieren
unidad, visién clara y determinacién.
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Entendemos que debemos tener una relacién estratégica con los Estados Unidos, pero con un liderazgo de la Unién
Europea en el escenario mundial.

Isabella Tovaglieri (PfE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, fine dell'ambientalismo estremo, rimpatri di clandes-
tini, stop all'obbligo di acquisto di sole auto elettriche, difesa dei confini, sradicamento dell'ideologia woke e pace in
Ucraina e in Medio Oriente, con la promessa di una nuova eta dell'oro.

Queste sono state le frasi chiave che ha pronunciato ieri il presidente Trump durante l'insediamento. Frasi di buon senso,
che credo che ogni europeo vorrebbe che venissero pronunciate anche qua.

Invece I'Europa che fa? Esattamente 'opposto, cioé continua a parlare di stop ai motori tradizionali, insiste sul Green
Deal spinto, nonostante la perdita di centinaia di posti di lavoro, non vuole un piano di reimmigrazione degli immigrati
che hanno commesso dei crimini e continua a sostenere l'ideologia woke, sempre pit folle e lontana dalla realta.

Invito quindi i commissari e i burocrati ad ascoltare con attenzione quello che ha detto il presidente Trump, perché
questo vento di cambiamento sta soffiando forte e non lo potrete arrestare. Adottiamo anche noi la ricetta Trump e
facciamo I'Europa grande ancora.

(L'oratrice rifiuta una domanda «cartellino blu» di Bruno Gongalves)

Dick Erixon (ECR). — Herr talman! Amerikanska folket har valt en ny politisk inriktning. Det kommer att fa positiva
konsekvenser for oss i Europa. Europa tvingas dntligen att stdrka sin konkurrenskraft, grona utopier mdste omprovas.
Det dr en viktig tillnyktring som véntar.

USA kommer att avreglera statsapparaten, ta kontroll 6ver grinserna och virna skattebetalarnas intressen. Det gor att vi
i Europa maste skirpa oss. Vi beh6ver mindre av planekonomi, mindre av regleringshysteri och ett slut pd woke och
konsforvirring.

Lat oss inleda en era av sunt fornuft tillsammans med Forenta staterna.

Jodo Cotrim De Figueiredo (Renew). — Senhor Presidente, Comissdrio Sefcovi¢, Representante do Conselho, quantos
alarmes tém de soar para a Europa acordar?

O declinio econémico da Unido Europeia durante décadas era um alarme. Os relatérios Draghi, Letta, Niinistd, foram
um alarme. A tomada de posse de Trump é mais um alarme, porque o mundo de Trump ndo é baseado em regras e
valores ¢é baseado em interesses e em poder.

Por isso, a Europa tem de acordar e ser auténoma nos seus interesses e reganhar poder na economia e na defesa.

Mas acordar como? Com foco estratégico, porque ndo pode perder tempo com assuntos colaterais e com wokismos que
s6 reforcam os extremos a esquerda e a direita. Com coragem, porque vai ter de correr riscos e ndo vai agradar a todos.
E com rapidez, porque as reformas sdo dificeis e os efeitos demorados. Ndo hd mais tempo a perder!

E acordar para qué? Para ser auténoma na sua defesa, para aprofundar os mercados tinicos e crescer, para defender o
comércio livre. E para simplificar, simplificar, simplificar e matar o monstro burocrético europeu.

A Europa — Comissdo, Conselho e Parlamento —, jd mostrou que reage bem em situa¢des de crise. Ora, Trump
representa a maior crise de todas.

Com toda a confianga na forca da democracia e da liberdade a Europa tem de acordar, mas tem de acordar agora.
(O orador aceita responder a uma pergunta «cartdo azul»)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado Jodo Cotrim de Figueiredo,
fez uma intervengdo dizendo que a Unido Europeia tem de se distanciar da administragdo Trump.
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E a pergunta que lhe faco é, em concreto, como é que a Unido Europeia tem de se distanciar? Deve por como prior-
idades o aumento dos saldrios, das pensdes, a melhoria das condigdes de vida dos povos? A Unido Europeia deve por
como prioridade o apoio aos setores produtivos e o aproveitamento das capacidades produtivas nacionais?

Deve distanciar-se da administragdo Trump, recusando a corrida aos armamentos e o militarismo? Deve distanciar-se de
Trump, apostando no investimento nos servigos publicos, na garantia da habitagdo acessivel? Ou esse distanciamento em
relagdo a Trump ¢é apenas retérico, para que também, no espaco da Unido Europeia, se continue a fazer a mesma
politica de satisfacio dos grandes interesses econémicos e financeiros?

Jodo Cotrim De Figueiredo (Renew), Resposta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado Jodo Oliveira, a
sua pergunta «cartio azul» é prejudicada por dois factos: o facto de fazer muitas e, portanto, ndo ouviu sequer o que eu
disse, porque a resposta a sua pergunta estava no meu discurso.

O que ¢ que temos de fazer? Ndo é uma questdo de nos distanciarmos dos Estados Unidos, é de sermos auténomos em
relagdo aos nossos interesses. A Europa hd muito tempo que jd ndo devia ter dependéncias na defesa, na economia e
numa série de outros aspetos.

E é prejudicada também pelo facto de tudo o que se passa no mundo, para si, ser uma forma de atacar os Estados
Unidos ou de defender os interesses daquelas autocracias das quais o seu partido nunca se distanciou.

Portanto, uma recomendacdo: faca menos perguntas «cartdo azul» e ouca mais o que os seus correligiondrios dizem.

Miriam Lexmann (PPE). — VaZeny pdn predsedajtci, pan komisdr, v scasnej zlozitej globélnej situdcii ndstup Donalda
Trumpa ndm ddva nové prilezitosti na principidlne rieSenia ochrany nasich ekonomickych a bezpe¢nostnych zdujmov.
Spojené Staty boli, a zdvisi od nds, ¢i aj budd, nasim najbliz§im spojencom. Transatlantické vztahy sme dlhodobo
zanedbdvali, hoci realita ndm jasne ukazovala, Ze je klticové odpttat sa od nespolahlivych tretich krajin, autoritdrskych
a totalitnych rezimov, ako st Rusko a Cina. Namiesto hladania rozdielov a kritiky Spojenych stitov by sme si mali
uvedomif, kto st nasi skuto¢ni demokraticki partneri. Préve transatlantické vztahy st tie, ktoré musime podporovat a
zlepSovat ako piliere ochrany demokracie, kolektivnej bezpecnosti, ale i slobody slova, svedomia a vierovyznania. Verim,
Ze aj napriek niektorym doterajsim vyjadreniam prezidenta spolocni re¢ ndjdeme, ¢i uz pojde o bezpecnost, mierové
rieSenia na Ukrajine, alebo vzdjomne vyhodné ekonomické vztahy.

Stefano Bonaccini (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il discorso di insediamento del Presidente Trump
conferma che propaganda e arroganza accompagneranno la nuova presidenza americana anche nei rapporti con gli
alleati.

Richieste sulla NATO, la minaccia di introdurre dazi sui prodotti europei per arricchire gli americani e i dubbi sul
sostegno all'Ucraina dovranno spingere 'Europa a giocare d’anticipo nelle sfide globali, sfide per le quali gli Stati Uniti
sono sempre stati partner strategici.

Per questo occorre agire senza complessi di inferiorita e ripristinare un clima di collaborazione e fiducia reciproca, in
primo luogo, ad esempio, evitando guerre commerciali che danneggerebbero i territori piti votati all'export, come ad
esempio ITtalia, e sarebbe utile sapere che ne pensa, di questo, il governo del mio paese.

L'Unione europea, in ogni caso, ha dimostrato di sapersi rilanciare nei momenti di difficolta e di fronte alla sveglia
suonata da Trump serve un ulteriore salto di qualita. Solo un’Europa davvero unita da politiche economiche, fiscali,
sociali e di difesa comuni, un’Europa piu forte e rapida a decidere — ecco perché va superato il diritto di veto — potra
confrontarsi alla pari con gli Stati Uniti e il presidente Trump.

Aleksandar Nikolic (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, est-ce que vous avez écouté Donald Trump? Je le cite: Nous allons
baisser vos impots, mettre fin a l'inflation, augmenter vos salaires, ramener des milliers d’usines aux Etats-Unis. Cela se
fera par des droits de douane et par des mesures concretes et immédiates.» Ce pragmatisme, cet enthousiasme, cette
préférence nationale, ¢a change d'icil Une vague d’optimisme gagne le nouveau monde, et séduit méme des opposants
comme Zuckerberg.
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Chez nous, dans notre Europe au ralenti, les grandes ambitions ont fait place a la survie. Alors que les Américains
aspirent a un nouvel age d’or, nous peinons a sortir de I'dge de bronze dans lequel vous nous avez plongés. La priorité
de I'Europe, désormais, c'est de nourrir et de chauffer des Européens au pouvoir d’achat décimé par des années de
mauvaise gestion économique.

Et il n’y a aucune vision concréte, au bout du tunnel toujours pas de lumiére! A la réindustrialisation I'Union européenne
préfére le pacte vert, a la révolution numérique elle préfére la censure (avec le réglement sur les services numériques), a
l'innovation elle préfere la régulation de I'TA. Une norme n’a jamais créé d’emplois. Mais au diable le bon sens, tant que
votre idéologie suicidaire triomphe!

Sl est trop tot pour dire si le réve américain est réellement de retour, une chose est stire: nous sommes toujours
embourbés dans votre cauchemar européen. Vivement le réveil!

Jacek Ozdoba (ECR). - Panie Przewodniczacy! Aby mie¢ dobre relacje, nalezy przede wszystkim si¢ szanowac. Jak
nazwacl sytuacje, kiedy jeden z czolowych politykdéw Europejskiej Partii Ludowej celowal, udajac, jak rozumiem w gescie
strzelania, do Donalda Trumpa? Tak si¢ ztozylo, Ze dwdoch Donaldéw niekoniecznie si¢ lubi. I niedawny przewodniczacy
Europejskiej Partii Ludowej postanowil zejs¢ na Sciezke, na ktéra sama Ursula von der Leyen nie chciala wejsé, bo sig
bala Donalda Trumpa. Demokracja zdecydowala inaczej.

Tylko gdyby$my poréwnali Europe do statku, i Stany Zjednoczone, to Donald Trump jako dobry kapitan chce wyplynad
na szerokie morza i chce zawladnaé morzem, chce stworzyé nows infrastrukture. W przeciwiefistwie do Europy, bo
Ursula von der Leyen, co to za kapitan, ktéry topi wlasny statek? Ona dzisiaj zapowiedziala, ze trzeba zastanowié sig
nad ETS-em. A kto wprowadzal to? Sama Europejska Partia Ludowa.

[ jeszcze jedno: musimy w Parlamencie Europejskim przejrzeé relacje pomigdzy Parlamentem Europejskim a Stanami
Zjednoczonymi. Bo jezeli w grupie pomiedzy Stanami Zjednoczonymi a Europg sg tacy ludzie, ktérzy nazywajg, jak
Michal Szczerba, czy wskazujg miejsce Trumpa, Ze jest w $mietniku, to na pewno to nie wrézy dobrych relacji. Dlatego
trzeba wyrzuci¢ takich ludzi jak Michal Szczerba z grupy Parlamentu Europejskiego ze Stanami Zjednoczonymi.

Marie-Agnes Strack-Zimmermann (Renew). — Herr Prisident, meine Damen und Herren! Mr. Trump ist zuriick, und
das Verlasslichste an ihm ist seine Unberechenbarkeit. Er wird sein America-First-Programm durchziehen, und er wird
uns jeden Tag — 48 Monate — treiben. Wir sollten keinen Schweiff auf der Stirn haben, sondern wir sollten auch das als
Chance sehen, uns auf unsere europdischen Stirken besinnen — und das beginnt damit, Verantwortung zu iibernehmen
fiir unsere eigene Sicherheit. Wir werden uns finanziell und einsatzmiflig vorbereiten miissen. Das ist eine Chance.

Wir sind doch ein wunderbarer Kontinent. Wir sind verantwortlich fiir 450 Millionen Menschen, und deswegen brau-
chen wir mehr wirtschaftliche Dynamik, Verteidigung organisieren, Migration ordnen, pragmatische Klimapolitik umset-
zen, und ja, autoritiren Regimen und Strukturen miissen wir die Stirn bieten. Wir miissen und werden auch mit den
Vereinigten Staaten weiter pragmatisch zusammenarbeiten. Aber wir miissen uns nicht klein machen, denn wer sich
klein macht, wird klein gemacht. Meine Damen und Herren, es wird Zeit, unsere Stirken zu zeigen. Es wird Zeit, dass
wir das zusammen machen. Es wird Zeit, dass wir das als Pflicht sehen und nicht weiter als Kiir.

(Die Rednerin ist damit einverstanden, auf mehrere Fragen nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte zu antworten.)

Siegbert Frank Droese (ESN), Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Vielen Dank, Frau Kollegin, dass Sie die
Frage zulassen. Ich hatte jetzt gerade lhnen aufmerksam zugehort. Sie werden mit einem Zitat in Verbindung gebracht,
dass der neugewihlte amerikanische Prisident Donald Trump, sozusagen der Leader der freien Welt, nicht alle Tassen im
Schrank hitte.

Haben Sie das gesagt? Und haben Sie sich, wenn Sie es gesagt haben, schon dafiir entschuldigt?
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Marie-Agnes Strack-Zimmermann (Renew), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Ich finde das
eine sehr spannende Frage. Ich gehore nicht zu den groffen Fans von Trump, aber ich sehe der Realitdt ins Auge: Die
Mehrheit der Amerikaner hat ihn gewdhlt, und deswegen werden wir mit ihm zusammenarbeiten — aber aus einem
Selbstbewusstsein heraus. Wir miissen nicht jeden Tag uns, wie gesagt, treiben lassen.

Wenn Sie den Wahlkampf beobachtet haben — der mag Ihnen gefallen haben —, wenn ich sehe, wie er mit Minderheiten
umgegangen ist, wie er mit Frauenrechten umgegangen ist, dann kann ich mich nur wundern. Er hat Leuten vorgewor-
fen, kleine Kinder und Hunde zu essen. Sorry, da ist ja ,nicht alle Tassen im Schrank haben“ noch harmlos. Aber er ist
jetzt Prasident — let’s face reality. Und jetzt besinnen wir uns mal, dass wir alle Tassen im Schrank haben und unseren Job
machen. Das hitten wir schon lingst anfangen sollen.

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI), intrebare adresatd conform procedurii ,cartonasului albastru”. — In calitate de avocat, as dori
sd vd Intreb: aveti studii prin care s aveti dreptul si afirmati ¢ un om nu este in deplinitatea facultdtilor mentale? Care
este fundamentul dumneavoastra stiintific pe care v bazati o astfel de asertiune? Nu vi se pare cd cenzura ar trebui sd vi
se instituie dumneavoastrd, celor care ardtati cu degetul, pentru ¢ nu aveti argumente si nu vd mai rdmane decat jignirea
a 0 aduce fatd de un om care nu v-a ficut nimic, decét isi urmdreste interesele propriei tiri? Este inacceptabil sd asistim
la asa ceva in plenul Parlamentului European, cu tot respectul!

Marie-Agnes Strack-Zimmermann (Renew), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Inakzeptabel
ist das, was Donald Trump gesagt hat, aber ich kann Thnen nur sagen: Ich bin froh, dass Sie nicht meine Anwiltin sind,
denn dann hitte ich ein echtes Problem. Meinungsfreiheit — die Sie immer postulieren — bedeutet auch, dass man seine
Meinung sagt, und das habe ich gemacht, dazu stehe ich. Jetzt ist die Realitit angekommen, wir werden mit Donald
Trump zu tun haben, und ich besinne mich auf unsere europiischen Fihigkeiten. Es ist gut, wenn vor allen Dingen in
diesem Teil des Hauses Demokraten zusammenarbeiten. Das sollten Sie sich merken und nicht von dem Thema ablen-
ken.

Alice Teodorescu Midwe (PPE). — Herr talman! USA har varit och kommer dven fortsittningsvis att vara en viktig
allierad och handelspartner till Europa. Det édr dérfor av stor vikt att vi uppritthéller goda relationer med utgdngspunkt
i vdra gemensamma intressen, inte minst i en tid nir ondskans axelmakter forsoker splittra oss.

Ur ett geopolitiskt perspektiv, som med ritta beskrivits som det allvarligaste sedan andra virldskriget, beh6ver Europa
emellertid inse att ingen varaktig relation kan baseras enbart pd den ena partens vélvilja. Den amerikanska administra-
tionen har inte fel nir den siger att Europa har dkt sndlskjuts under alldeles for lang tid.

I klartext betyder det att véar viktigaste investering i den transatlantiska relationen 4r den i oss sjilva. Vi maste riva
regelbordan for det europeiska niringslivet samtidigt som vi rustar oss militirt. Och for oss som tror pa frihandel ar
laxan dartill att 6ppna fler dorrar for okad handel med strategiska partners.

Det dr genom minskad sdrbarhet och starkare ekonomi som Europa kan bli en bittre allierad till USA, i forsvaret av den
regelbaserade virldsordningen, samtidigt som vi far bittre forutsittningar att mota utmaningarna i omvirlden.

Javi Lopez (S&D). — Seflor presidente, la vuelta de Donald Trump a la Casa Blanca no solo pone en jaque nuestras
histéricas relaciones transatlinticas —a lo que debemos responder de forma calmada, constructiva, pero firme al mismo
tiempo— sino que, sobre todo, es el sintoma del colapso de los consensos globales, las salvaguardas y las instituciones
que han guiado al mundo desde 1945; un mundo que ya no estard guiado por la fuerza de la ley, sino por la ley de la
fuerza, donde Europa debe aprender a defender sus intereses siempre que sea necesario y donde vamos a tener que ser
capaces de tomar las riendas de nuestro destino.

¢Actuar dénde? Actuar en nuestra seguridad, haciéndonos cargo de la misma, y eso implica gasto en defensa; actuar en
nuestra economia, para protegerla, impulsando nuestra industria, nuestra innovacion y profundizando en el mercado
tnico; y actuar en la defensa de nuestra democracia, especialmente de las injerencias que pueden venir de fuera, extra-
njeras, de los oligarcas tecnoldgicos.
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El tiempo para actuar es ahora, con unidad y ambicién. De lo contrario, nos veremos abocados a la irrelevancia y a la
subordinacién.

Matthieu Valet (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, Donald Trump est désormais le 47e président des Etats-Unis, et son
programme est clair: tout pour les Américains, rien que pour les Américains et fier d'étre Américain. Etat d’urgence a ses
frontieres, guerre au wokisme et expulsion des délinquants étrangers, le tout en une soirée. C'est fait. Et nous?

Aux dernieres élections européennes, mon pays, la France, a envoyé sa plus grosse délégation dans ce Parlement
européen, incarnée par mon parti, le Rassemblement national, avec un message clair: nous sommes fiers d’étre francais,
et les patriotes sont enfin de retour en Europe. Pour faire quoi? Nos compatriotes veulent décider qui rentre et qui sort
de notre pays, de notre continent. Ils veulent que les clandestins soient... (le Président interrompt l'orateur)

... dans leur port d'origine. Ils veulent que, dans nos cantines, on mange francais. Ils veulent que, dans les marchés
publics, les entreprises européennes et frangaises soient prioritaires. Ils veulent que leur vote soit respecté. Oui, respecté.

Alors avant de donner des lecons a Elon Musk sur la liberté d’expression, commencez par couper ce cordon sanitaire,
qui est un cordon de la honte, un cordon antidémocratique. Personne n'est malade dans mon groupe. En revanche, votre
Europe est malade. Si vous ne le faites pas, ayez peur, prenez peur. Car, si, pour vous, patriotisme rime avec racisme,
pour nous, patriotisme rime avec fierté nationale, fierté européenne.

Enfin, nous n'avons pas peur de cette nouvelle Amérique car nous n'avons pas fini d’étre francais et de faire aimer la
France dans cette Europe et dans le monde entier.

Wouter Beke (PPE). — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, In de eerste toespraak van Trump als 47ste president was
Europa geen woord in zijn toespraak waard. Dat kan goed nieuws zijn. Misschien was Europa geen target. Het kan
ook slecht nieuws zijn. Misschien was het gewoon niet de moeite voor hem om erover te spreken.

De onvoorspelbaarheid van Trump is groot. In zijn eerste termijn brak hij meer dan de helft van zijn kiesbeloften en
nam hij 30 000 keer een loopje met de waarheid. Wat er op ons afkomt, weten we dus niet. Wat we wél weten, is dat
we misschien kunnen hopen op het beste, maar voorbereid moeten zijn op het slechtste. En dus moeten we met één
stem spreken.

Trump probeert nu al Europa te verdelen. Dat mogen we niet laten gebeuren en dat zal van ons hier athangen. Ten
tweede moeten we onze eigen verantwoordelijkheid nemen voor onze eigen veiligheid. Morgen komt Donald Tusk hier
naartoe. Het adagium van het Poolse voorzitterschap is “Security Europe”. Dat moeten we doen. Ten derde moeten we
een einde maken aan economische naiviteit. We mogen geen speelbal worden in een handelsoorlog tussen China en de
Verenigde Staten. Het is aan ons om die eenheid uit te stralen.

(De spreker stemt ermee in om te antwoorden op een “blauwe kaart”-vraag)

Petras Grazulis (ESN), pakélus mélyngjg kortel pateiktas klausimas. — Gerbiamas pranesé¢jau, a§ vis klausimus uzduodu
valdantiesiems. Jiis norite gery santykiy su Amerika. Kodél Jas, Europos Parlamentas, nepasveikinot iSrinkto Amerikos
prezidento Trumpo? Ar tai veda link gery santykiy? Ar Jus taip pat nemanote, kad gal kadangi jis naudojosi Tik Tok
paslaugomis, kad jis i§rinktas neteisétai, kaip ir Rumunijoje kandidatai? Ar tik tada yra demokratija, kada isrenka tuos,
kuriy Jis norite? O kada iSrenkami yra ne tie, tai jau néra demokratijos?

Wouter Beke (PPE), “blauwe kaart™-antwoord. — (begin van de redevoering naast de microfoon) ... betwist dat Donald Trump
legaal verkozen is. Hij is een verkozen president van de Verenigde Staten en we zullen het er dus moeten mee doen.
Maar de manier waarop dat we het ermee moeten doen, hangt van ons af. En dus moeten we ons voorbereiden. We
mogen ons niet laten intimideren; we moeten ons voorbereiden. Dat betekent: meer Europa en een sterker Europa. Dat
is helemaal in tegenspraak met datgene waarvoor uw fractie, uw groep staat. Een sterker Europa is een beter Europa en
een veiliger Europa voor onze welvaart en voor onze burgers.
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Marta Temido (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissario, Senhora Ministra, a chegada de Trump a Casa Branca, o
seu discurso inaugural e os primeiros decretos presidenciais mostram bem o que podemos esperar.

A «América primeiro» de Trump mostra-nos a escolha pela fragilizacio da cooperacio transatlantica em dreas como a
defesa, o comércio ou as politicas climdticas. A referéncia a construgdo de uma sociedade cega a diversidade mostra-nos
uma opgdo ndo sé relativamente ao desrespeito pelos direitos individuais, como também, reflexamente, ao desprezo
pelas organizacdes internacionais e pelo multilateralismo.

Finalmente, a ideia de Trump, de que a melhor guerra travada é aquela em que os Estados Unidos ndo entram levanta
questdes sobre o compromisso dos Estados Unidos relativamente ao seu posicionamento global.

Respeitamos inteiramente a escolha democratica dos cidaddos americanos e queremos que os Estados Unidos se man-
tenham como um parceiro privilegiado da Unido Europeia, mas ndo a qualquer prego.

Nio estamos disponiveis para prescindir dos nossos valores, dos nossos principios, da nossa identidade, sobretudo
quando estd em causa a ingeréncia e a interferéncia tecnoldgica nas nossas democracias liberais.

A Unido Europeia, a nés todos, a esta Casa, é exigido mais do que a gestdo dos siléncios ou a contemporizagdo. E
exigido sentido de urgéncia, investimento na nossa autonomia estratégica e, também, sentido da consciéncia do nosso
valor.

(A oradora aceita responder a uma pergunta «artdo azul»)

Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhora Deputada Marta Temido, fez referéncia
na sua intervencdo a dois aspetos sobre os quais a queria questionar: o da seguranga e da defesa e o das questdes
relacionadas com as organizagdes internacionais.

Uma das primeiras noticias das decisdes de Donald Trump ¢é, precisamente, a retirada dos Estados Unidos da
Organizacdo Mundial da Satde. Certamente, estaremos de acordo de que essa é uma ma decisdo, porque, naturalmente,
as questdes da saide a nivel global exigem a concertagdo em organizagdes, como é o caso da Organizacio Mundial
de Satide.

Mas, em relagdo a defesa em concreto, queria questiond-la sobre qual ¢, na sua opinido, o sentido que deve seguir a
Unido Europeia. E o de ir atrds da légica militarista e da corrida aos armamentos que Donald Trump estd a procurar
impor por via da NATO — ndo s6, mas também por via da NATO — ou, eventualmente, o caminho que a Unido
Europeia deve fazer é o da rejeicio do militarismo e da guerra que sé pode conduzir os povos ao desastre.

Marta Temido (S&D), Resposta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado, duas coisas muito relevantes:
em primeiro lugar, a resposta que a China acaba de dar aquilo que foi a retirada do apoio dos Estados Unidos a
Organizacdo Mundial de Sadde é um exemplo para esta Casa, na medida em que a China acabou de reforcar a sua
intervencio financeira na Organizagio Mundial de Satide para cobrir a retirada dos Estados Unidos. E isso que a Unido
Europeia precisa de fazer.

Segundo, em relacdo a questdo do armamento, ndo tenho dividas de que a defesa da paz, as vezes, também implica o
armamento.

Aoukag ®oup)ag (PPE). — Kipie Tpoedpe, kUpie Enitpone, fjpde n otypr) va anogasicoupe kat va kadopicoupe moto eivat to
xowo pag pEAov og Eupomn. Ot e€eliEeic avadeikviouv Ty avaykn enavanpoodloplopoy g yewnottikns tag Jéong. H véa
kupépvnon Tpapm avadeikviel akpiPpeds auTiy TV avaykn): va enaveLeTACOUE TIG OXEOEI HAG [E TOV GIJHAVTIKOTEPO OTPATITYIKO
pag etaipo. Eipaote ouvétaipor, potpalopacte Koweég agleg kal 1otopikoUs deopolc. AMNG akopa kat ot mo otevol etaipot
dampaypatevovtar kat ToANEG gopéc avtaywviCovtal. H Euponn ogeilet va danpaypatevetar and deon 1ox0og, mpootateloviag
TO GUPPEPOVTA TV MOMTOV TG Kai evioxUovtag Ty autovopia kat v apuva . H oyéon pag pe tig Hvopéves TTolrteieg
mpénel va Paoiletar otov apoifaio ogfacpud kar oty woppomia duvapewv, eacpaiCoviag ot 1 Euponn mapapéver woyupn,
AVTAYOVIOTIKT] Kal £TOLN VO QVTIHETOMIoEL KAJE TPOKAN 0N €ite TPOKerTal yia DEHaTa eVEPYELQS, TENVOAOYIOG 1 aVTAYWVIGTIKO-
mrtac. To Mall mpénet va to kdvoupe mpakn, d10t uoévo pali propovpe va metvyoupe toug otoyoug pac. To Mall opwg
ebunakovetar kar katt GANo. Apoifaio oefacpo.
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Andreas Schieder (S&D). — Herr Prisident, liecbe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Donald Trump ist zuriick und im
Gegensatz zum letzten Mal diesmal vorbereitet. Er hat neue, gefahrliche Freunde: Tech-Oligarchen, die nach seiner Pfeife
tanzen und auf der anderen Seite weiterhin Geschifte machen, Steuern hinterziehen und Arbeitnehmerinnen und Arbeit-
nehmer ausbeuten diirfen. Was auf uns zukommt, ist nicht nur ein Riickschritt fiir die Amerikanerinnen und Amerika-
ner, sondern fiir die gesamte Welt, fir die weltpolitische Bithne.

Europa muss ein Gegenmodell sein. Und ein Gegenmodell sein, das heift: Donald Trumps Sozial- und Demokratieabbau,
das wollen wir nicht, sondern wir wollen sozialen Zusammenhalt in Europa stirken. Die letzten Wochen waren ja auch
so ein Vorgeschmack auf die kommenden vier Jahre. Denken wir nur an diese wahnsinnigen Expansionsphantasien:
Drohungen gegen Groénland, gegen Dinemark, gegen Kanada, geplante Massenabschiebungen, all diese Sachen. Wenn
Ursula von der Leyen sagt: Pragmatisches Abwarten ist gut — von mir aus. Aber wir dirfen Donald Trumps
Verriicktheiten nicht unkommentiert lassen. Das laute Schweigen der EU-Kommission in den letzten Wochen war wirk-
lich zu laut, sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Nicolds Pascual de la Parte (PPE). — Sefior presidente, Donald Trump ha vuelto a la Casa Blanca y, por tanto, tenemos
que ofrecer una agenda positiva, de encuentro, de didlogo, de negociacion, desde un punto de vista de firmeza de
nuestros principios y de nuestras convicciones. Y cuando haya dificultades y cuando haya problemas, hemos de ser
suficientemente inteligentes para convertirlos en oportunidades para la Unién Europea.

En tres frentes principalmente se va a notar el impacto de Trump. En el frente econémico, con su anunciada bajada de
los impuestos sobre las sociedades. Eso va a suponer que, si se baja del 30 % al 10 %, habrd un efecto de aspiradora de
las inversiones y de las empresas europeas hacia los Estados Unidos y que, ademds, ese déficit fiscal ocasionado por la
bajada de impuestos lo tendrd que compensar con una subida de los aranceles a la importacién. Por tanto, los aranceles
no serdn tanto un arma geoestratégica y geopolitica, sino un instrumento de encuadre de las cuentas fiscales.

Y desde el punto de vista internacional, también va a suponer un cambio, un punto de inflexién. Hay gente que habla,
incluso, de un acelerador de la historia. Pero aqui Europa tiene que ser capaz de ayudar a que sus principios y sus
convicciones se reflejen en el orden internacional. Es decir, no podemos ser los sufridores del nuevo orden internacional,
sino conformarlo. Y para eso tenemos que actuar con unidad, con decisién y con fortaleza, y no permitir que desde los
Estados Unidos se nos separe, ni permitir las relaciones bilaterales, sino con el conjunto de la Unién Europea como actor
fundamental para la paz y para la estabilidad.

Aodhin O Riorddin (S&D). — Mr President, yesterday we witnessed the inauguration of a man whose ideology embo-
dies everything the EU was founded to reject.

The EU cannot just stand for our values when it is easy. It matters most when it comes at a cost. Standing up to Trump
will come with a cost, but it is much less than the cost of letting this poison win.

I am done with the niceties from EU leaders to Trump, while his tech-bro buddies call for our laws to be undermined.

I am done with the Taoiseach of Ireland, with our historic understanding of immigration and oppression, promoting
Trump’s golf links in County Clare in response to his inauguration.

And I am done with the so-called strong men who, if they had to live for one day in the shoes of an immigrant, a
woman or a transgender person, would quiver with fear.

Anyone who believes in the founding principles of the EU should be appalled by what we witnessed yesterday. I am
appalled. So I resist and Europe must resist because our history demands it.
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Eszter Lakos (PPE). — Tisztelt EInok Ur! Az Egyesiilt Allamokkal valé kapcsolatunk egy évszdzados partnerség. Egyiitt
vagyunk a demokratikus vildg béstydi, és nem mellesleg, szdmos hasonl6 kihivassal kiiszkodink.

Trump amerikai jovére vonatkozd receptje nyers, de a problémdk valésak. A vildg dtalakuloban van. Mikozben az dj
amerikai adminisztrdcié6 Amerika globdlis vezet§ szerepének megerdsitését tlizte ki célul, Eurépdban felerGsodtek azok a
hangok, kiilonosen példdul Magyarorszdg kormdnya részérdl, melyek a nyugati tipusti demokrécidk végét hirdetik. Ez jo
idGszak arra, hogy magunkba nézziink és megujitsuk a demokratikus intézményeinket.

Az EU-nak és az USA-nak meg kell erdsiteni az egyiittmiikodését. A kozos védelmi ipari fejlesztések, a kiberbiztonsdg és
az 1j technoldgidk terén érdekeink egybeesnek. Az eurdpai védelmi képességek és az 6ndllé eurdpai védelmi ipar fejlesz-
tése pedig mindkét kontinens szdmadra el6nyos.

Osszefogva biztosithatjuk a megfizethetd energidt is az eurépai allampolgérok szdmdra. A transzatlanti gazdasagi kapc-
solatokban pedig a hangstlyt szintén az egyiittmikodésre, nem pedig a kereskedelmi hdbortra kell fektetni. Ez utobbi
csak a rivélisainkat erdsitené.

Az amerikai politika 6nmegtjité képessége épp a kihivdsok éltal erésodik. Ez igaz Eurdpdra és a transzatlanti kapcsola-
tokra is. A kihivdsokat pedig tgy kell kezelntink, hogy az EU és az USA szdmdra is kolcsonosen elényoket jelentsenek.

Evin Incir (S&D). — Mr President, a group of powerful men, tech billionaires gathering in the Capitol, taking prime
seats behind the President and his family during the inauguration of the 47th president of the USA - no, it's not a scene
taken off House of Cards. This is America 2025. Withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord, implementation of protec-
tionist policies that restricts international trade, disengagement from international organisations — we have also since
long been aware of that. Women'’s rights, LGBTQ rights, workers rights will be jeopardised, and ordinary working
people will suffer, while tech billionaires like Musk, Zuckerberg, Bezos and Pichai will face lower, if not zero, taxes.

With Trump now sworn in as president, it is evident that this administration adopts a vastly different stance on inter-
national cooperation than its predecessor. Our most pressing task is to unite and strengthen the European Union, while
maintaining strong partnership with like-minded globally, and of course, it also includes the US, as, for example, the
Democrats. Trump was indeed democratically elected, but acts like an autocrat.

Ingeborg Ter Laak (PPE). — Voorzitter, De komst van Trump zorgt voor discussie over hoe wij met Amerika moeten
omgaan. Na de inauguratie is de eerste stapel decreten van Trump al ondertekend. Deze hebben internationaal gevolgen,
zoals terugtrekking uit het klimaatverdrag van Parijs, terugtrekking uit de WHO en de herziening van de handel met
Europa. Dit zijn ontwikkelingen waar ik me ernstig zorgen over maak.

Aan de andere kant: we zullen het ermee moeten doen. Het is ontzettend belangrijk voor Europa om in goed contact te
blijven staan met Amerika en deze gespreksonderwerpen niet uit de weg te gaan. Amerika is en blijft onze belangrijkste
bondgenoot. Tegelijkertijd maakt de nieuwe regering-Trump Europa tot een doelwit. Ik verwacht van onze Europese
leiders eensgezindheid en dat ze pal zullen blijven staan voor onze regels, onze waarden en onze democratieén.

Tonino Picula (S&D). — Mr President, unfortunately, all the worrying expectations were confirmed during yesterday’s
inauguration day.

The United States stepped into the new era of transactional politics, where merits, facts and values mean little and
international law is not a standard.

It's all wisely masked under many labels to gain larger public support. After the super election of 2024, we have entered
the super uncertain 2025, and good part of the uncertainty comes from the direction of Trump’s new term.

The most important question is: where does this leave European Union? One of our members is being directly threa-
tened. A high-level member of the new administration is directly interfering in our national election processes while
repeating — let’s be polite — disputable salutes.
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So far, our response is brief, hopeful, and wait to see what will happen. But is it realistic’ Our priority must be to
protect our values, achievements and security internally through long-delayed inclusive and transparent reforms.

Adridn Vizquez Lizara (PPE). — Sefior presidente, la fortaleza del vinculo transatlintico entre Europa y los Estados
Unidos, basado en la democracia y en el Estado de Derecho, no depende solo de quién ocupa la Casa Blanca. Depende,
sobre todo, del respeto a las reglas democraticas y a las decisiones soberanas de los Estados.

Los americanos han hablado y los europeos harfamos bien en tomar nota de que hay una mayoria de americanos
cansados de las politicas identitarias y angustiados por los problemas reales que condicionan su vida. Algunos llevamos
aflos alertando del efecto péndulo que podia provocar el movimiento woke y reclamando una alternativa politica basada
en, como decimos en mi tierra, el sentidifio.

Si, Trump tiene su hoja de ruta. Pero Europa también tiene sus propios intereses comerciales y geopoliticos, y estos
deben hacerse valer en el mundo. Los gobernantes americanos se deben a América y los gobernantes europeos nos
debemos a Europa. Ahora solo toca respetarse y entenderse mutuamente lo mejor que podamos.

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Mr President, dear Commissioner, 16 times in his inauguration speech, Trump
used the word ‘great’, but not one word about the EU or Ukraine.

Well, if he says it enough, it must be true, right? I don’t think all this greatness will actually make the US stronger, but it
might leave the EU weaker. Trump’s plan to overhaul US trade policies to benefit America’s economy — or rather
oligarchs — could disrupt EU trade relations, as it was during his first presidency.

His rejection of initiatives like the Green Deal on climate change will create frictions with the EU, which is committed to
green energy and climate actions.

Trump’s emphasis on US supremacy could reduce multilateral cooperation, something the European Union relies on
heavily.

His shameful decision to leave the Paris Climate Agreement and withdraw from WHO creates a lot of challenges to our
efforts to address issues of climate change and global pandemics.

His previous statements about taking over Greenland and Panama are completely unacceptable in all respects.

A shift towards protectionism, including tariffs, could damage EU trade ties, especially given that the EU is one of
America’s largest trading partners.

Our answer should be clear: in front of those, European Union should stay united, more socially oriented and stronger.

Marta Wcislo (PPE). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Panie Komisarzu, Panie Ministrze Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej! Szanowni
Pafistwo! Europa bedzie silna, kiedy bedzie méwila jednym glosem w sprawach gospodarczych i w sprawach bezpiec-
zenstwa. Nowa administracja w Waszyngtonie to wyzwanie dla calej Unii Europejskiej, a Stany Zjednoczone pozostaja
naszym sojusznikiem. Ale Europa musi by¢ gotowa na zmiany w polityce zagranicznej USA.

Polska jest liderem europejskiego bezpieczefistwa. Przeznacza 4,7 proc. PKB na obronno$¢. Aby utrzymaé zaangazowa-
nie Ameryki, pozostale kraje Unii Europejskiej musza réwniez realizowaé zobowigzania wobec NATO, co gwarantuje
bezpieczenstwo i stabilno$¢ calego regionu. Wspieranie Ukrainy jest bardzo wazne, bo konsekwencje wojny sa odczu-
walne kazdego dnia w calej Unii Europejskiej, w tym w Polsce, ktéra stala si¢ strefs buforowa miedzy Wschodem a
Zachodem. A regiony przygraniczne, przyfrontowe, takie jak Lubelszczyzna, Podlasie i ich mieszkancy biora na siebie
caly cigzar wojny.

Stabilny porzadek miedzynarodowy wymaga wspétpracy z USA. Nie mozemy pozostawial Zadnej, ale to zadnej przestr-
zeni, bo te przestrzen wypelnig i na nig tylko czekaja: Putin, Moskwa i Pekin. I jeszcze jedno: nikt z EKR-u nie bedzie
nam moéwil, gdzie nasi czlonkowie maja zasiadaé, bo tak nie wyglada demokracja.
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Antonio Lopez-Istiriz White (PPE). — Sefior presidente, el presidente Trump ha sido por fin ya elegido y confirmado
y, a pesar de que aqui, en Estrasburgo, llueve, no se abren los cielos, como pronostican algunos; ni tampoco se va a
destruir el mundo, como pronostican otros.

iYa estd bien! jYa estd bien! Seamos la Europa que descubri6 y colonizé América. Volvamos al orgullo de nuestra unidad,
que tanto consiguié en el pasado y que podemos conseguir en el futuro, y afrontemos el reto de la nueva Presidencia
estadounidense como debemos hacerlo: unidos.

Ya estd bien de correr como pollos descabezados, muertos de miedo, por las instituciones europeas y por los pasillos de
Bruselas. Al revés, busquemos la oportunidad —como ya ocurrié con el Brexit— para estar unidos en una negociacién
que vamos a tener, muy dura, con el presidente Trump. No pasa nada: saldremos beneficiados de esto si lo hacemos
como toca.

Como dijo mi buen amigo el senador John McCain, tenemos que definir nuestras politicas no por aquello a lo que nos
oponemos, sino por lo que defendemos; y lo que defendemos los estadounidenses y nosotros —y somos un ejemplo
para el resto del mundo— es la defensa de la libertad y la democracia. Mantengamos esos principios estos proximos
meses.

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika blei-
ben auch unter einem schwer einschitzbaren Prasidenten Donald Trump Europas wichtigster Partner. Eine stabile trans-
atlantische Achse ist in allen Bereichen unerldsslich, ob es um militdrische Fragen geht, um unsere wirtschaftliche Situa-
tion, aber auch in Umweltfragen. Ein gemeinsames Vorgehen der USA und der Europdischen Union ist gerade vor dem
Hintergrund der Invasion von Russland in der Ukraine nur dann erfolgversprechend, wenn wir weiterhin zusammenar-
beiten. Hier sind rasch auf europiischer Ebene die entsprechenden Schritte zu setzen von der Kommissionsprisidentin,
aber auch von der Hohen Vertreterin, um mit der Administration von Trump rasch ins Gesprach zu kommen. Die USA
bleiben unser zentraler Partner in der EU, und unsere Bezichungen beruhen hier auf unseren gemeinsamen Werten:
Demokratie, Freiheit und Rechtsstaatlichkeit. Dafur gilt es zu kimpfen und die USA auf unserer Seite zu behalten.

Danuse Nerudovd (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, relations between the EU and US have always been a bit of a
je-t'aime-moi-non-plus situation.

President Obama promised more cooperation, yet the US pivoted towards Asia. With the Biden Administration, we
hoped for a change, but it was just wishful dreaming. With the Trump Administration, we face a businessman who,
despite our long, shared history, won't go easy on us.

It's time for us to shed our naivety and face reality. Ladies and gentlemen, this has to be a relationship of two confident,
sovereign partners. We need to start by holding a transatlantic summit and put everything on the table: how to end the
war in Ukraine; how to avoid a trade war; and how to build a stronger, more effective partnership which moves
forward.

Isabel Benjumea Benjumea (PPE). — Sefior presidente, es innegable que el nuevo Gobierno estadounidense plantea para
la Unién Europea incertidumbres potencialmente conflictivas derivadas de anuncios de corte principalmente proteccio-
nista. Pero lo que no podemos es convertir esas incertidumbres en la excusa para tapar nuestras carencias y para evitar
la tan necesaria autocritica.

El problema de Europa con Trump es principalmente un problema europeo. ¢Qué liderazgo estamos ofreciendo al
mundo? sAcaso tenemos pensamiento estratégico, capacidad y determinacion para llevarlo a la préctica unidos? ;Qué
estamos haciendo para ser mds competitivos en un mundo global?

Desde la Unién Europea debemos reforzar nuestro compromiso con el vinculo atldntico: es insustituible como principal
garante de la democracia y la libertad, algo atin mds necesario en el mundo de hoy, inestable y peligroso y con la
amenaza en nuestras fronteras. Solo mediante la colaboracion de esta Alianza Atldntica, Europa podré seguir creciendo,
tanto en el dmbito econdémico como en el de seguridad. No perdamos la oportunidad.
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Markus Ferber (PPE). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Gestern ist die neue US-Administration ins Amt
gekommen, und wenn Donald Trump nur einen Bruchteil seiner Ankiindigungen wahr macht, dann wird der Wind fir
Europa sehr schnell sehr viel rauer werden. Trump hat angekiindigt, Steuern zu senken, Biirokratie abzubauen, zu
deregulieren. Das sollte fiir uns nicht bedeuten, dass wir jetzt in einen Wettbewerb nach unten geraten. Aber uns muss
klar sein, dass diese Manahme die Wettbewerbsfihigkeit der amerikanischen Firmen deutlich erhéhen wird. Und das
heifst: Wenn wir nicht ins Hintertreffen geraten wollen, miissen wir reagieren.

Das muss fiir uns heiflen: beim Thema Biirokratieabbau ernst machen, ein Belastungsmoratorium verhingen, Berichtsp-
flichten reduzieren, Energiekosten senken, den Binnenmarkt voranbringen, die Kapitalmarktunion endlich realisieren. Die
Devise muss lauten, selber stark und wettbewerbsfahig zu werden, damit wir auch in einem schérferen Standortwettbe-
werb bestehen konnen. Und das liegt in unserer Hand, und dazu sollten wir uns miteinander verpflichten.

(Der Redner ist damit einverstanden, auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“ zu antworten.)

Petras Grazulis (ESN), pakélus mélyngjg kortele pateiktas klausimas. — Gerbiamas prane$éjau, ar Jis nemanote, kad, kaip ir
Amerika su Trumpo i$rinkimu atsigrezé  pamatines krik$¢ioniskas vertybes, nusigrezdama nuo genderizmo, nuo besai-
kio ly¢iy skaiciaus, taip ir Europa turéty atsigreZti | savo $aknis, j kriks¢ioniskas vertybes? Ir gal mes turétume dZiaugtis,
kad didziausioje ir galingiausioje pasaulio alyje laiméjo vertybés, o ne ¢ia verkti Parlamente?

Markus Ferber (PPE), Antwort auf eine Frage nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Sehr geehrter Herr Kollege, wir
miissen uns mit einer Frage sehr grundsitzlich beschiftigen: Was verbindet uns hier miteinander auf europdischer Ebene?
Es sind gemeinsame geschichtliche und kulturelle Erfahrungen — so wiirde ich es definieren —, und auf die sollten wir uns
konzentrieren. Wir werden nicht erfolgreich sein, wenn wir uns gegeneinander spalten, sondern wir werden nur erfol-
greich sein, wenn wir gemeinsam zusammenarbeiten. Und da freue ich mich auf Ihre Initiativen.

Ioan-Rares Bogdan (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, excelentele voastre, am intrat intr-o noud erd. Cine nu intelege,
dispare. Trump a anuntat direct ci sustine, in primul rind, economia americand si cd ii pasd de cheltuielile militare si
cd problema migratiei, a climei sau a politicilor de gen, rimén preocuparea sa.

Noi, europenii, am uitat prea mult de locurile de munci i problemele fermierilor in favoarea unui Green Deal plin de
absurditdti si a unui politically correctness dus la chestiuni inimaginabile. Am deschis granitele si dim ajutoare sociale fird
sd ne mai uitdm la competitivitate, performanta si, mai ales, necesitdti europene.

As fi dorit sd aud parti din discursul de ieri din Capitoliu la Bruxelles si Strasbourg, unde fermierii protesteazd sub
spectrul falimentului §i unde industria auto se teme ci dependenta de gazul rusesc devine dependenta de litiul chinezesc.
S discutdm cu noua administratie un plan si sd nu pardsim masa negocierilor decat atunci cind UE si SUA vor pricepe
cd doar unite fac fatd rusilor si chinezilor.

Binomul China-Rusia functioneazi pe toate planurile: economic, militar, rdzboi hibrid. Ce are in plus binomul UE-SUA?
Buget mai mare, resurse umane, tehnologie i, nu in ultimul rind, culturi si educatie europeand. Si inci ceva: o tard care
poate juca strategic: Romania profund crestind, cu rezerve naturale enorme si foarte multd minte.

God bless the USA, Europe and Romania.

President. — We will move to the catch-the-eye. We have a long list of speakers and we don't have enough time. And
what we are going to do is take one speaker per group, respecting the order of the people asking for this catch-the-eye,
and also taking into account all the blue cards that we had during this debate — the people that have been intervening.

Solicitudes incidentales de uso de la palabra («catch the eye»)
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Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajuéi, odmah nakon §to je poloZio prisegu, Donald Trump je rije¢ima
,Drill, baby, drill” najavio radikalnu promjenu americke energetske politike. To znaci da e zelena ideologija, koja Zeli
deindustrijalizirati EU, ako ne$to ne promijenimo, dovesti do toga da ¢emo sve viSe zaostajati u konkurentnosti za
SAD-om i Kinom.

Zato nam je potreban snaZan zaokret koji ¢e omoguciti da EU postane $to autonomniji i kompetitivniji u strateskim
industrijama. Jasno je da ne mozemo biti konkurentni u svim sektorima, ali biotehnoloski sektor, pracen istrazivanjem i
inovacijama, proizvodnja hrane i vojna industrija moraju biti prepoznati kao strateski.

Naravno, nasi se poduzetnici tesko mogu natjecati na globalnom trzistu dok pladaju viSestruku cijenu energenata u
odnosu na prekooceanske konkurente. Zato energetska suverenost treba biti apsolutni prioritet, a to podrazumijeva
Siroki energetski miks koji ukljucuje i nuklearnu energiju, vodik, ali i zajedni¢ku nabavu energenata radi postizanja
povoljnije nabavne cijene.

Dame i gospodo, vrijeme je da i mi europske interese u¢inimo prioritetom, a ne ljevi¢arske utopije.

Silvia Sardone (PfE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, oggi, il giorno dopo linsediamento di Donald Trump, qui
al Parlamento europeo ci sono visi lunghi, facce di gente sconvolta per il discorso di insediamento.

Ma che cosa avra mai detto? Ha detto tutte cose giuste, condivisibili e che dovremmo fare anche noi.

Per esempio, Trump parla di rimpatriare gli immigrati irregolari: invece, qua la sinistra parla di regalare le cittadinanze.
Parla di difendere i confini nazionali: invece, in Europa abbiamo avuto uno come Matteo Salvini che ha rischiato la
galera per aver difeso i confini europei. Parla di utilizzare tutte le risorse energetiche disponibili, compresi il petrolio e il
gas: qua, invece, si va avanti con il Green Deal che affossa le imprese. E contrario allideologia woke: qua, a Bruxelles,
siamo succubi del politicamente corretto. Dice che i cittadini americani potranno comprare l'auto che vogliono: cosa
giusta, ma gli europei no, perché qua continuate con l'obbligo dell'auto elettrica dal 2035.

Insomma, da una parte la rivoluzione di Trump, dall'altra un imbarazzante immobilismo.

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzifiski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Poniewaz jestem Polakiem, a co za tym idzie
Europejczykiem, poniewaz lezy mi na sercu los mojej ojczyzny, a co za tym idzie réwniez los projektu zjednoczonych,
suwerennych i niepodleglych pafistw czlonkowskich Unii Europejskiej. Dlatego cieszg mnie wczorajsze stowa Donalda
Trumpa o koniecznosci przywrédcenia zdrowego rozsadku w polityce zaréwno wewngtrznej i zewnetrznej Standw
Zjednoczonych.

Mam nadziej¢, ze ta zdroworozsadkowa polityka w USA przywréci réwniez zdrowy rozsagdek w polityce Unii
Europejskiej, ze odejdziemy jak najszybciej od zideologizowanych idiotyzméw w takich obszarach jak migracja, bezpiec-
zenstwo energetyczne, konkurencyjno$¢ technologiczna, emisja CO, czy w konicu od dewastujacej europejskie rodziny
idiotycznej inzynierii spolecznej i prob budowy nowego czlowicka i nowych spoleczenstw oderwanych od tych war-
tosci, ktore kiedy$ byly tozsame zaréwno dla Stanéw Zjednoczonych, jak i dla Europy; wartosci opartych na logice
arystotelesowskiej, prawie naturalnym, a nie neomarksistowskim betkocie finansowanym przez Sorosa.

Jaume Asens Llodra (Verts/ALE). — Sefior presidente, yo he escuchado a muchos de ustedes hoy hablar del orden
internacional que se pone en peligro. Pero yo me hago una pregunta: jcon qué autoridad podemos alzarnos frente a
los delirios expansionistas imperialistas de Trump?

Ustedes han hablado del principio de viabilidad de las fronteras, de las reglas internacionales, y estamos de acuerdo.
¢Pero no les parece algo contradictorio con nuestra posicion con Palestina? Ahi también se juega el futuro de la huma-
nidad, y nosotros hemos ayudado a allanar la pendiente resbaladiza donde se utiliza el principio de la fuerza que ahora
Trump quiere aplicar a Groenlandia, a Canadd y a otros sitios, con nuestra contribucién asentando ese precedente.
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Por tanto, me ha faltado un poco de autocritica. Europa se enfrenta a un dilema existencial. Vamos hacia su declive,
hacia su descomposicién neoliberal o hacia su refundacién a partir de los valores fundacionales, a partir de la actualiza-
cién del «nunca mds» de la posguerra frente a la barbarie.

Marc Botenga (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, imaginez-vous que la Russie dise: «Nous voulons un bout du
Danemark», ou que la Chine dise: «Ecoutez les gars, on va annexer le Canadal» Vous vous seriez tous levés, révoltés,
vous auriez lancé un appel aux armes parce qu'il faudrait se défendre.

Pourtant, aujourd’hui, les Etats-Unis font ca, et méme plus! Ils veulent le Panama, ils nous menacent d’une guerre
économique contre notre industrie, contre notre énergie. Et que dit M™ von der Leyen? «Nous devons intensifier nos
relations avec les Etats-Unis. Nous allons acheter plus d’énergie et plus d’armes aux Américains.» C’est quoi ce complexe?
Un syndrome de Stockholm, comme un otage vis-a-vis de son preneur d’otage? Cest une soumission incroyable! Vous
pensez quoi? Que notre alliance militaire de 'OTAN va nous sauver d’une attaque... de la part d'un membre de 'OTAN,
a savoir les Etats-Unis, qui en sont les dirigeants? On est dans une absurdité qui nous voit nous soumettre aux Etats-Unis
plutdt que regarder un peu plus loin.

Investissons publiquement dans l'autonomie européenne d’une part, et regardons d’autres pays! Regardez toutes ces
nouvelles alliances, BRICS et autres, qui émergent, et qui donnent des ouvertures économiques et commerciales!
Construisons 'Europe de l'avenir plutot que de rester dans la remorque de Washington!

Grzegorz Braun (NI). — Mr President, it really is very pathetic and embarrassing: Mr Trump didn’t spare a word yester-
day to even mention Europe, and here we are now debating for hours, part of you expressing their frustration, anger
and hatred, the other part expressing their gratitude and best hopes.

To both sides, bad news: no cavalry is coming to save us. Even if it's coming, then it might be not for our salvation. We
just have to judge and decide by ourselves.

And the question is, will Europe remain the side of mass-experimenting on humans and nations or not? Whether we
will reject leftist, un-human policies as Mr Donald Trump does in his country, in his state or not. And this debate will
not change the course of this ...

(The President cut off the speaker)

(Fin de las intervenciones con arreglo al procedimiento de solicitud incidental de uso de la palabra («catch the eye»))

Maro$ Sef¢ovic, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, dear
Minister, first and foremost, I would like to thank you for this very important debate which highlighted the unparalleled
political, economic and security importance of the transatlantic relationship. I appreciate your calls for constructive and
early engagement with our American partners. We are prepared for the negotiations and we are ready to engage. I am
convinced that among the two closest, strategic and biggest trade partners, there are no issues which cannot be resolved
amicably and through cooperation. That is what we offer. That's what we propose. And as INTA Chair Mr Lange said,
let’s use negotiations to build a stable relationship with the new US administration.

Several honourable Members — Mr Szczerba, Madam Wilmes, Mr Kols, Madam Jalloul Muro and, I think, the last one, -
Madam Wcisto — highlighted many European strengths. The biggest one of them was clearly described as our unity — the
unity of our Member States, the unity of our institutions, and strong public support for our approach. We all know very
well that when Europe is united, it gets things done. We in the European Commission are committed to working as
closely as possible to consolidate our European unity and, of course, when necessary we are prepared to defend
European interests and uphold our values, because that’s the European way.
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Mr Vondra, Mr McAllister and several others were asking about policy responses to this new situation, driven by hyper-
competition in the world. The European Commission is working very hard to present to you very soon the new road-
map on how to increase our productivity, how to close the innovation gap. We are working on a Clean Industrial Deal.
We want to advance and accelerate work on the Capital Markets Union, and we will also deliver on our commitment to
present to you a competitiveness compass as well as a very solid package on cutting red tape, as suggested by Mr Ferber.

At this moment, we are intensely consulting key stakeholders in key sectors of our economy like steel, aluminium,
mobility and cars to make sure that we are up to the requirements of this new age. On top of all this, we are reviewing
our toolbox for beefing up the EU’s economic security, as suggested by Chair Lalucq.

Madam Van Brempt was calling for closer cooperation with like-minded partners, and I can confirm that the new
geoeconomics are opening new trade opportunities for the European Union with partners who see us as fair, predictable
and, of course, the biggest trading bloc in the world. In the last two months, we concluded important trade negotiations
with Mercosur, Switzerland and Mexico. We significantly accelerated our talks with India, Malaysia and Indonesia, and
we are pursuing with new momentum negotiations with several partners in Southeast Asia and Africa. This is the best
proof that there is a huge appetite for free and fair trade, and the European Union will remain its champion, its
promoter, and will continue to push for a rules-based order, be it for international or trade relations.

So, Mr President, honourable Members, we are open for fair business and we are open for constructive talks. Thank you
very much.

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Mr Commissioner, after this very
interesting debate, just a few remarks on behalf of the Council.

We are committed to working towards a positive agenda with the US. The world needs the US and the EU working
together to promote our values and strategic aims.

I am sure that transatlantic relations will remain a major topic of political discussion for the foreseeable future, and that
is why debates like this are both timely and relevant, also having in mind that our priorities are security and competi-
tiveness.

But I would like to underline that the most important is to keep European unity.

El presidente. — Se cierra el debate.

Declaraciones por escrito (articulo 178 del Reglamento interno)

Dan-Stefan Motreanu (PPE), in scris. — Relatia dintre Uniunea Europeand si SUA este ndscutd dintr-o istorie comund,
din sacrificii i din aspiratia citre libertate. Trebuie sd reflectim la modalitdti de a intdri parteneriatul cu SUA. Aliatii
americani au traversat Atlanticul in cele mai intunecate momente ale Europei, luptind pentru principiile care ne unesc:
democratia, statul de drept, respectul pentru drepturile omului, libertatea de exprimare. Relatia transatlantici se bazeazd
pe valori comune, dar si pe interese comune, de exemplu faptul cd SUA este principalul furnizor de energie al Europei.

Dincolo de preocupirile generate de mdsurile anuntate de presedintele Trump, Statele Unite si Uniunea Europeand
depind una de cealaltd in egald mdsurd, intr-un context geopolitic marcat de o polarizare tot mai accentuatd intre
democratiile liberale si regimurile autoritare. Diplomatia europeand are acum ocazia de a-si demonstra abilititile
printr-un dialog constructiv cu SUA, gasind solutii de compromis in domenii strategice: securitate, apdrare, comert,
economie globald si inovatie tehnologicd. Aliatii puternici sunt esentiali, dar Uniunea Europeand trebuie si recunoascd
stagnarea din ultimele decenii si s3 mobilizeze resurse pentru a implementa recomanddrile din rapoartele Draghi, Letta si
Niinistd, relansand economia si influenta Europei. Indiferent de schimbdrile politice, legdtura transatlanticd riméne esen-
tiald ca pilon al stabilitdtii democratiei si al apararii lumii libere.
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Victor Negrescu (S&D), in scris. — In fata provocirilor generate de noua administratie Trump, Uniunea Europeani se
afld intr-un moment esential de reafirmare a rolului sdu global si de relansare a parteneriatului transatlantic. Este crucial
sd demonstrim unitate si rezilientd, protejind interesele comune si formulind o strategie coerentd pentru a rispunde
noilor tendinte internationale. Aceastd situatie poate fi transformatd intr-un avantaj strategic, cum ar fi alocarea unui
buget de 5 % din PIB pentru apdrare, care ar stimula industriile de apdrare europene, investind in tehnologie si moder-
nizarea infrastructurii, ceea ce va crea noi locuri de munci si va intdri coeziunea economica.

Totodatd, taxele vamale pe care administratia Trump le-ar impune Europei ar putea destabiliza lanturile comerciale, astfel
regindirea parteneriatului economic transatlantic printr-un nou tratat comercial devine oportund. Uniunea Europeand
trebuie sd isi reafirme importanta strategicd, asigurandu-se ci prioritdtile de securitate nu sunt afectate de alte interese
globale, in special in regiunile-cheie, cum ar fi zona Mirii Negre. Este esential sd fim vigilenti fatd de riscurile populis-
mului si radicalismului, apararea valorilor democratiei si solidarititii fiind cruciald pentru stabilitatea internd. O Uniune
Europeand mai unitd si hotdratd este acum esentiald.

9. Need to detect and to counter sabotage by the Russian shadow fleet, damaging criti-
cal undersea infrastructure in the Baltic Sea (debate)

El presidente. — El punto siguiente en el orden del dia es el debate a partir de las declaraciones del Consejo y de la
Comision sobre la necesidad de detectar y luchar contra los actos de sabotaje de la flota clandestina rusa que dafian
infraestructuras submarinas criticas en el mar Baltico (2025/2517(RSP)).

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Madam Commissioner, lately we
have seen a troubling increase of hybrid activities attributed or connected to Russia. These include instrumentalisation of
migrants, sabotage, arson, and the jamming and spoofing on the global navigation satellite system. We have also seen
physical attacks on individuals, cyberattacks and disinformation. All these actions are aimed at challenging our democ-
racy, sovereignty and security, as well as the cohesion of our societies and the rule of law.

When it comes to the sabotage of critical undersea infrastructure and the Russian shadow fleet, allow me to stress three
main points.

First, we strongly condemn any deliberate destruction of Europe’s critical infrastructure and recent attempts to menace
the undersea cables in the Baltic. The investigation is still ongoing and the suspected vessels is once again part of
Russia’s shadow fleet. Safeguarding undersea infrastructure is critical not only for regional security. These cables are
vital for communication and data flow, and their disruption jeopardises our security and economic interests. I would
like to commend the Finnish authorities for their swift reaction and express full solidarity with the affected Member
States.

Secondly, I would like to emphasise that Russia’s shadow fleet does not only fuel Russia’s war machine against Ukraine,
but, by circumventing the oil price cap, it also poses significant risk to the environment and maritime safety in Europe
and globally with its inadequately maintained and poorly insured vessels.

Thirdly, and the most important, the EU is taking measures to address these incidents and safeguard undersea cables. We
do this by improving information sharing, advancing detection system, bolstering undersea repair capabilities and dee-
pening international partnership. We work closely, especially with NATO, to safeguard our critical infrastructure. We are
also targeting the root cause of the problem by using sanctions.

In December, the Foreign Affairs Council adopted the 15th package of sanctions on Russia, targeting, among others, the
shadow fleet. The Council added 52 vessels to the list of those subject to a port access ban and ban on provision of a
broad range of services related to maritime transport, bringing the total of EU-designated vessels to 71.
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On the same day, the Council also adopted the first set of listing under the newly established regime on Russia’s
destabilising activities. While any decision on further measures is to be taken by unanimity by EU Member States, we
will continue exploring ways to increase pressure on Russia and its shadow fleet, including through further restrictive
measures.

We will continue to engage with our partners and in international fora, such as in International Maritime Organization.

Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, in recent months we
have seen a series of further incidents affecting sub-sea critical infrastructure. The latest was on Christmas Day and
resulted in damage to an undersea power transmission cable between Finland and Estonia and four undersea data cables.

First of all let me commend the swift action taken by Finland and Estonia, as well as their transparency in sharing
information with the Commission and the Member States. We strongly condemn any deliberate destruction of
Europe’s critical infrastructure, including damage to energy infrastructure and undersea cables. These events demonstrate
the vulnerability of the critical infrastructure which we rely on for carrying data, gas and electricity.

This must be seen against a backdrop of geopolitical tension and Russia’s hybrid attacks against the EU. The damage of
one single cable may not necessarily have a big impact on our telecommunications. However, systemic disruption may
cause severe consequences for the affected regions and also the Union as a whole. Such damage could also entail
significant risks for the environment and maritime safety in Europe.

We can best respond to these challenges if we act together, combining civil and military responses. The joint statement
of the Baltic Sea NATO Allies Summit of 14 January shows the value of cooperation in tackling hybrid threats. Together
we are stronger. Against this background, we must prepare for the worst-case scenario and take a whole-of-government
approach to deal with actors who are prepared to use an array of tools while trying to destabilise democratic societies.

Let me explain how the EU Commission is working on three fronts. We are improving coordination, we are enhancing
governance and we are also increasing funding.

On coordination, the legal instruments we need when it comes to prevention and preparedness are already in place. The
directive on the resilience of critical entities — the so-called CER Directive — and the directive on a high level of cyberse-
curity across the Union — the so-called NIS 2 Directive — entered into application in October 2024. These two sister
directives are the basis for coordination and preparedness against threats and disruption. The CER Directive improves
the physical security and resilience of critical entities. The NIS 2 Directive improves the overall cybersecurity and digital
resilience of critical infrastructure from cyber-, physical and environmental threats. This means that the providers of
digital and critical infrastructure must also ensure protection against unauthorised physical access, damage, sabotage and
interference. The necessary rules are in place, but we need more efforts on transportation. We continue to support
Member States and call on them to transpose both directives as soon as possible.

Last week we also published the Cyber Solidarity Act. It provides coordinated digital preparedness testing in highly
critical sectors, including digital infrastructure and — also related — cables. The Act also creates the EU Cybersecurity
Reserve, which can respond to significant or large-scale cybersecurity incidents.

Following the explosions along the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, the Council recommendation on critical infrastructure
resilience addressed preparedness, response and international cooperation, with concrete measures. Member States have
also conducted voluntary stress tests of critical infrastructure in the energy sector to identify vulnerabilities, and these
pilot initiatives should be expanded to further sectors.

The Commission is also working with Member States and ENISA under the recommendation from February 2024 on
secure and resilient submarine cable infrastructures to perform a mapping of cables and assess related risks, develop a
cable-security toolbox of mitigating measures, and also draw up a list of cable projects of European interest.
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These measures all focus on prevention and preparedness, yet we also need to hold actors accountable for sabotage and
other attacks. For this, our coordinated action using sanctions is worth mentioning. In December 2024, the Council
adopted its 15th sanctions package against Russia, focusing, among other aspects, on the shadow fleet. As part of these
sanctions, 52 additional vessels were added to the list of those banned from accessing ports and from receiving a wide
range of maritime transport services.

Second, on governance, in the EU we are lacking a common governance of cable technologies and cable-laying services
to ensure rapid and secure repair and maintenance of cables. We need to work in concert with NATO, which is a key
actor when it comes to deterrence in the high seas. At the recent summit of Baltic Sea nations’ governments, the
Commission and NATO outlined concrete and very coordinated action to address the challenges in cable resilience,
protection and repair. We welcome the actions launched by the NATO allies, such as new patrol and surveillance
operations, to protect critical infrastructure in the Baltic Sea. The European Commission is ready to do more and better
in our prevention, early detection, as well as response and recovery capabilities. We are currently working on identifying
concrete actions and steps to be taken — and some more structurally — to improve the resilience and security of the
undersea cables.

And third, on funding, this includes our already substantial investments in the security and resilience of submarine
cables through the Connecting Europe Facility digital programme, including in the Baltic Sea, where we are currently
financing eight projects. In addition, there is more than EUR 5 million earmarked for connectivity infrastructure in the
CEF digital work programme in the coming years. The first call is ongoing. Furthermore, under the CEF, we are support-
ing the deployment of smart cable systems that can be used to monitor nearby activities and anticipate threats and
vulnerabilities, acting as an early-warning system. We are also looking into how to further reinforce our ability to deploy
and repair cables so that we are equipped with the necessary fleet able to rapidly intervene in all EU regions.

Keeping Europe safe is my priority, including safeguarding our critical infrastructure on sea, on land and in space. Now
I'm looking forward to hearing your views, so thank you for your attention.

Michael Gahler, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, colleagues, Council Presidency, Commissioner, among the
multifold wake-up calls that we are getting to assess the Russian threat to our countries — the Presidency alluded to
some others — the demolition of critical infrastructure such as sea cables is just one further example.

I think Putin would be disappointed if we discussed whether that was accidental or who was responsible. He wants us to
know that he is able to exploit and test our vulnerabilities.

In these circumstances, it is good to see that we are increasingly prepared, and I am happy to learn that 52 additional
vessels were added to a list of those who have no access to our ports, and I am grateful to the Commissioner that you
listed all the measures that we are working on or already implementing in this regard.

I think that is yet another example where we see only together we are strong and only together can we represent and
defend our interests.

Heléne Fritzon, for S6D gruppen. — Herr talman! Kommissionen och radet! Under de senaste mdnaderna har vi sett ett
vixande hot och skador pé undervattenskablar i Ostersjon.

Jag kommer frin Sverige, och jag bor med min familj vid Ostersjons kust. Vi vet att vi dr sirskilt utsatta for den ryska
skuggflottan, for ungefar hilften av all rysk oljeexport passerar genom véra vatten. Det skapar stora miljorisker och det
hotar var sikerhet och vér infrastruktur.

Det ir ocksd ett tydligt exempel pd hur Ryssland forsoker kringgd de internationella sanktionerna. Vi méste darfor sitta
stopp for import av rysk olja och rysk gas som gér till vira medlemsstater. Vi har ju fattat ett beslut hir, och det giller
att vi sitter stopp nu. Avslutningsvis vilkomnar jag ocksd 4tgirder for okat samarbete runt Ostersjon. Det handlar om
var sikerhet och var miljo.

Anders Vistisen, for PfE-Gruppen. — Hr. formand! Situationen i @stersgen er ganske alvorlig. Vi har set alt fra spreeng-
ningen af Nord Stream 2-ledningen til de skader, der nu er sket pa kritisk infrastruktur og sekabler, at vi som euro-
pexiske NATO-allierede har veret fuldsteendig ude af stand til at overvdge og forsvare vores interesser i netop @stersgen.
Det er desvarre en lang raeekke katastrofale militeere beslutninger, der gor, at vi er sd hjlpelose i den situation, der i
gjeblikket foregdr. Serligt kan vi fra dansk side pege pd, at det var en monumental fejl at skaere ned bade pé patrulje-
fartgjer, men sarligt pd ubadsvabnet under den danske fldde. Det har gjort, at vi ikke har de gjne og de grer, vi for i
tiden havde for at kontrollere, hvad fremmede magter gjorde i vores naromride. Derfor kan vi kun hdbe p4, at de
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NATO-allierede europaiske lande omkring @stersoen, Sverige, Finland, Danmark, de baltiske lande, Polen og Tyskland
finder sammen i et langt steerkere soforsvar. Men samtidig er der noget, der nager, og det er, at vi fra EU’s side, fra dansk
side ikke har veret i stand til at indfere sanktioner mod den russiske skyggeflide. Det er kommet frem, at danske
vaerfter har en forpligtigelse til at reparere pa netop skibe fra den russiske skyggefldde, pé trods af at de bdde er med
til at facilitere Ruslands krigsindsats i Ukraine med deres eksport af russisk gas og olie og er mistenkt i dele af disse
angreb. Lad os nu tage os sammen og fa indfert de sanktioner, s& europaiske og danske rederier ikke er forpligtet til at
understatte denne aktivitet ved at reparere skibene.

Reinis Poznaks, ECR grupas varda. — Labdien, priekssédétaja kungs! Labdien, komisares kundze! Labdien, cienjjamie
kolégi! Kops ieprieksejam debatém par énu floti ir pagajusi divi parrauti kabeli Baltijas jira un viena ekologiskas katas-
trofas ilustracija Melnaja jira.

Ir sankcionéti dazi desmiti kugu, bet vairaki simti joprojam melno darbu turpina. Bet kugi jau ir tikai transports. Bitiba
runa ir par sankcionétu naftu — uz kurieni to ved un kas to pérk. Un $eit ir daZas interesantas sakritibas. Kop§ ieviestas
sankcijas pret Krievijas naftu, tas imports Eiropas Savieniba, protams, ir dramatiski sarucis, ta¢u vajadzibas jau nav
mazinajusas. Un ta nu ir sagadijies, ka $o kritumu més daléji kompensgjam ar naftas produktiem no Indijas un $is
apjoms ir pieaudzis vairakkartigi. Péc dazadiem datiem, aptuveni 60 % no énu flotes nonak tiesi Indija. Drosi vien vai
varbit, ka ta ir sakritiba, lai gan man tam negribas ticét.

Meés gribam, lai misu gramatu izdevéji spéj pieradit katra koka izcelsmi, no kura ir saraZots papirs vinu gramatam. Bet
varbut lidzigi mums vajadzétu izturéties ari pret naftas produktu importu Eiropa, jo citadi var izradities, ka més pasi
vismaz dalgji finanséjam ne tikai Krievijas agresiju Ukraina, bet ari ekologisko katastrofu izraisiSanu un misu pasu
kritiskas infrastruktiiras bojasanu. Ta ka reizém tas lielakas cinas ir pie spogula.

Urmas Paet, fraktsiooni Renew nimel. — Lugupeetud president, head kolleegid! Veel pdev enne seda, kui
24. veebruaril 2022 alustas Venemaa Ukraina vastu uut rinnakulainet, iitlesid paljud tahtsad analiiiitikud, et nende
andmetel Venemaa Ukrainat ei riinda. Ometi riindas. Ja need analiiiitikud eksisid rdngalt.

Niiiidseks on mitmed laevad viimaste kuude jooksul korduvalt I8hkunud Liinemeres veealuseid elektri- ja sidetihendusi.
Viimati jouludhtul, mille tulemusel maksavad Balti riikide inimesed elektri eest marksa rohkem, kui nad seda toimiva
tthenduse puhul teeksid.

Ja ikka on neid, kes ei usu, et ithenduste [dhkumine on Venemaa Laidne-vastase hiibriidsdja osa. Ometi see seda on ja
sellele tuleb koos ja iihtselt vastu seista. Venemaa testib, kui kaugele tal lastakse minna ja potentsiaalsed ritnnakuobjektid
ei asu vaid Lidnemeres, vaid ka Pohjameres, Atlandil, Vahemeres ja mujalgi.

Meie tthendusi tuleb kaitsta ja nende 16hkujaid karistada tdie rangusega. Et Venemaal muutuks muuseas keerulisemaks ka
leida neid laevu ja meeskondi, kes on valmis Venemaa eest kuritegusid sooritama. Euroopa riikide tegevus saab aga olla
tohus ainult siis, kui meie ohuhinnang on adekvaatne ja Venemaa suhtes koigist illusioonidest loobutakse.

Ville Niinistd, Verts/ALE-ryhmdn puolesta. — Arvoisa puhemies, on tdysin naurettavaa viittdd, ettd Itdmeren kaapelirikot
olisivat vahinkoja. Yhtikkid useat tankkerit Itimerelld olisivatkin alkaneet raahata sattumalta ilman sabotaasitarkoitusta
ankkureitaan kymmenid kilometreji merenpohjassa ja samalla pyorid tunnettujen kaapelireittien ympirilld — no ei var-
masti.

Venijdn varjolaivasto on pysiytettdvd niin huonokuntoisten alusten mittavien ympdaristoriskien kuin turvallisuusriskien
takia. EU:n komission ja jdsenvaltioiden on varmistettava, ettd kaikki varjolaivastoon kuuluvat alukset liitetddn pakottei-
den alle. Tédlloin samalla — kumppaniemme avulla — kun teemme vaikutuksesta globaalia, varjolaivaston pysdyttiminen
vie onnistuessaan Vendjiltd miljardien eurojen vientitulot ja tehostaa energiapakotteita ja Vendjin eristdmista.
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Lisiksi Itdmerelld on varmistettava kaikkien epiilyttivien alusten vakuutusten valvonta systemaattisesti joka jdsenval-
tiossa. Samalla on varmistettava merioikeuden kaikki tavat puuttua kulkuun Itdmerelld ilman asiallisia vakuutuspapereita
tai jos alus on pakotteiden alla. Merioikeus nikemykseni mukaan sallii puuttumisen my6s Tanskan salmissa, jos on syyti
epiilld vakavaa ympiristo- ja turvallisuusriskid, ja sellaisen riskin varjolaivasto todellakin aiheuttaa. Meiddn on ryhdyt-
tdvd ottamaan aloite omiin kdsiimme eikd vain reagoitava Venijan sabotaaseihin.

Jonas Sjostedt, for The Left gruppen. — Herr talman! Kollegor! Den ryska skuggflottan ar ett akut hot mot sikerhet och
miljo i Ostersjon.

Hiromveckan drev en enorm tanker lastad med 100 000 ton rysk olja med motorhaveri i stormen utanfor den tyska
kusten.

I slutet av december bordade finska myndigheter tankern Eagle S som nu utreds for att ha forstort viktiga kablar for
eloverforing och internet mellan Finland och Estland. Tankern som var lastad med rysk olja hade stora brister i sjosa-
kerheten.

Bordningen av Eagle S visar att linderna runt Ostersjon kan ingripa mot dessa oljetransporter som hotar Ostersjons
milj6, bryter sanktionerna och finansierar Rysslands olagliga krig mot Ukraina.

Vi mdste agera nu, innan det sker en storre olycka. Fler batar mdste svartlistas. Fartyg som passerar nationella vatten
maste inspekteras sd att de dr sdkra och forsikrade. Den ryska skuggflottan mdste stoppas for miljons skull och for
Ukrainas skull.

Siegbert Frank Droese, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident, verehrte Kollegen! Die Texte der Kommission zur
Schattenflotte haben immer nur einen Inhalt: Hinter jedem Zwischenfall in der Ostsee steckt der Russe. Letzten Montag
hat der NATO-Generalsekretdr Rutte in einer EP-Anhérung noch vom Problem Schattenflotte und von Angriffen auf
unsere Infrastruktur in der Ostsee phantasiert. Die NATO-Amateure und Ostseeanrainer haben letzten Dienstag dazu
extra einen Gipfel in Helsinki abgehalten. Und Sonntag berichtet die Washington Post unter Bezug auf eine Reihe von
Geheimdienstinformanten, dass es sich bei der Beschidigung von Unterseekabeln in der Ostsee nicht um russische
Sabotage handelt. Also noch einmal fur Sie alle: Ostseekabel, Unterwasserkabel — keine russische Sabotage laut
Geheimdiensten. Man kann es daher Prisident Trump voll nachsehen, wenn er in Zukunft mit den europiischen
NATO-Versagern nichts mehr zu tun haben will.

Auf der anderen Seite hitte ich mir als Vertreter deutscher Interessen bei der Aufklarung der Nord-Stream-2-Sprengung
so viel Einsatzwillen gewiinscht. Natiirlich stellt die Schattenflotte ein 6kologisches Risiko in der Ostsee dar. Das Problem
Schattenflotte konnte aber ganz einfach gelost werden: Lassen Sie uns die Russlandsanktionen aufheben, und wir werden
erleben, wie die Schattenflotte in den Nebeln der Meere verschwindet.

Mika Aaltola (PPE). — Arvoisa puhemies, arvoisa komissaari Virkkunen, Venidji kiyttdd varjolaivastoa kiertidkseen
pakotteita ja vahingoittaakseen kriittistd infrastruktuuria. Néilld toimilla se tahallaan ja tuottamuksellisesti testaa linnen
reaktiota, ja meiddn tulee ymmartad, ettd passiivisuus timan haasteen edessi viestii heikkoutta. Vendja ja Kiina kayttavat
Itdmerta testialustanaan.

Lijallisen itsevarmuuden tasosta kielii sekin, ettd Vendjid kokee voivansa painostaa Eurooppaa sielld, missd sen itsensd
kaikkein kriittisimmit energiakuljetukset seilaavat. Keskeisin vastatoimi on lisitd valvontaa seki kiristdd vakuutuksien ja
alusten kunnon tarkastuksia Suomenlahdelta Tanskan salmiin.

Vendjille on lahetettdvd selked viesti: jokainen sabotaasitoimi tekee sen merenkulusta Itimerelld entistd rajoitetumpaa ja
vaikeampaa, silld selkedsti kyseessd ei ole viaton kauttakulku. Varjolaivaston alukset on tunnistettava ja asetettava tdysi-
madrdisesti pakotteiden alaiseksi viipymatta.

Eero Heiniluoma (S&D). — Arvoisa puhemies, Itdimerelld on nyt todellakin aivan liikaa elintirkeiden kaapelien rikkoon-
tumisia, ettd titd kaikkea voisi pitdd sattumana.

EU voi menestya vain, jos se osaltaan pitdd huolta hairiottomistd kansalliset rajat ylittavistd tietoliikenne- ja sdhkonsiir-
toyhteyksista. Siksi Itimeren kaapelien toistuvat rikkomiset ovat koko unionin asia.
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Itdimeren maat ovat jo ryhtyneet toimiin valvonnan parantamiseksi. Eurooppalaisten Nato-liittolaisten tiiviimpi ldsndolo
Itdimerelld on ilahduttava asia.

Vendjian varjolaivaston ympdristoriskeistd piittaamattomaan toimintaan on puututtava. EU:n on ldhestyttdvid laivojen
lippuvaltioita ja edellytettivi turvallisuussddnt6jen ja normaalien merenkulun kiytintdjen noudattamista. Sanktioituja
aluksia on nyt lisittivd. Oljyn hintakattoa on alennettava. On edistettdvd vakuustarkistusten toteuttamista kdytinnoss.
Komissiolta odotetaan vahvoja toimia.

Michal Dworczyk (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy, Kolezanki i Koledzy! Po raz kolejny na agende Parlamentu wraca
temat przestepczej dzialalnosci Rosji realizowanej przy pomocy stworzonej przez nig tzw. floty cieni. Niestety, dotychc-
zasowy brak adekwatnych i skutecznych dzialan ze strony Unii Europejskiej spowodowal, iz nie tylko nie ograniczyta
ona swojej dzialalno$ci, ale wrecz przeciwnie rozszerzyla jg, przechodzac tym razem do dzialan terrorystycznych,
doprowadzajac do zerwania kabli morskich na dnie Baltyku. Byly to niewatpliwie akty migdzynarodowego terroryzmu
i jako takie wymagaja zdecydowanej odpowiedzi. Czas najwyzszy podjaé realne dzialania. Przede wszystkim konieczna
jest Scista wspolpraca z NATO na rzecz przywrdcenia bezpieczefistwa Baltyku oraz zdecydowane dzialania wobec pod-
miotéw zaangazowanych w akty terroru. Sankcje nalozone na flote cieni muszg by¢ bezwzglednie przestrzegane, a lista
statkéw skutecznie uzupelniana. Bowiem obecnie liczy ona 79 jednostek, a przeciez aktywna flota cieni liczy ponad 600
statkow. Wreszcie konieczne sg kolejne sankcje wobec Rosji, w tym takie, ktére uderza w rosyjski sektor gazowy i
chemiczny.

Petras Austrevicius (Renew). — Gerbiamas pirmininke, gerbiama Komisijos nare, gerbiamas ministre, gerbiami kolegos,
oficialiai neskelbtas, bet jau ne vienus metus besitesiantis intensyvéjantis Rusijos karas prie§ Vakarus, misy kriting infra-
struktiirg, demokrating sistemg ir ekonomikg yra $iy dieny tikrové. Pazeisti telekomunikacijy ir elektros tiekimo kabeliai
Baltijos jliroje néra atsitiktiniai. Tai — hibridinis karas. Bendras Europos Sgjungos ir NATO tvirtas atsakas yra bitinas.
Turime didinti regioninj bendradarbiavimg ir imtis konkre¢iy veiksmy. Baltijos jiros policijos misija yra bitina siekiant
uztikrinti misy visuomeninj ir ekonominj saugumg. Be to, privalome i§ anksto numatyti jira einanciy kabeliy plétros
programg. Vakary kompanijy dalyvavimas investicijose, maZinant Kinijos investicijas ir itaka, Baltijos jiros regione
sukaupta telekomunikacijy ir kabeliy apsaugos patirtis pravers kitose Europos Sgjungg supanciose jirose.

Hannah Neumann (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, for too long have we treated the Baltic Sea as a tourist
destination, a quiet periphery of Europe. Well, it turns out it's not. Hundreds of vessels of Russia’s shadow fleet pass
through the Baltic, lacking proper insurance and sailing under ever-changing flags. These worn-down, uninsured tankers
are creating the conditions for an environmental disaster of unimaginable scale. The recent breakdown of two such ships
just in front of the island of Riigen offered us a glimpse of the potential magnitude. These ships are severing energy and
communication lines, deliberately attacking the very arteries that connect the European Union.

Last week, Europe stepped up. NATO’s Baltic Sentry initiative uses advanced drone fleets to patrol and protect critical
undersea infrastructure. It is the first NATO mission led solely by European troops and capabilities and it proves that
Europe can lead in securing its regions.

But we must go further than monitoring: sanction shadow fleet vessels and their owners; ban tanker sales to states
undermining the oil price cap; and automatically stop sanctions and uninsured ships entering EU waters. We shouldn’t
wait for a blackout or an oil spill before we act decisively to protect our waters and our citizens.

Li Andersson (The Left). — Arvoisa puhemies, viimeksi lokakuussa perddnkuulutin tissd salissa vahvempia toimia
Venijdn varjolaivastoon puuttumiseksi. Sen jilkeen olemme todellakin ndhneet varjolaivastoon liittyvét riskit: se mah-
dollistaa Vendjille laittoman sodan rahoittamisen ja jatkamisen Ukrainassa, silld voidaan sabotoida kriittistd infrastruk-
tuuria ja se muodostaa jatkuvan vakavan ympdristoriskin Itimerelle. Siitd olemme jo saaneet muun muassa
Mustallamerelld varoittavan esimerkin.
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Suomen viranomaisia on oikeutetusti kiitelty ripedstd toiminnasta Eagle S -laivan osalta, mutta me tarvitsemme enem-
min keinoja. EU:n on tuettava Itdimeren alueen jasenmaita 16ytdimain kansainvilisen merioikeuden puitteissa keinot
laivojen pysdytyksiin ja tarkastuksiin. EU:n on lisdttdvé laivoja pakotteiden piiriin. Toisin kuin mitd valilld kuulee viitet-
tavan, pakotepolitiikka vaikuttaa ja on vaikuttanut merkittavilld tavalla Vendjin talouteen, ja siksi tyotd varjolaivaston
pysdyttamiseksi on jatkettava — niin Ukrainan kuin ympiériston puolesta.

Lubos Blaha (NI). — Vézeny pédn predsedajiici, vdZeni, prosim, prestaite tu §irit konspiracné teérie o nejakych tiefiovych
ruskych flotildch, ktoré strihaji kdble v Baltskom mori. Ved to sii plné hliposti. Nemdte dokazy, nemdte ni¢, len
smiesnu protiruskd propagandu. Potvrdzujd to uZ aj americké médid. Co tak sa radej pytat, kto zni¢il Nord Stream?
Samotni Americania vritane Jeffreyho Sachsa ¢i Seymoura Hersha dokazuji, Ze to boli americké tajné sluzby, ktoré
spachali tento teroristicky akt. A ¢o tak sa pytat, kto zatto¢il na Turkish Stream a kto zastavil plyn z vychodu do
Eur6py? Odpoved je: Zelensky, diktitor Zelensky. Tento $ialenec vyhldsil energeticki vojnu Eurépe a my na Slovensku
sa budeme branif. V hre st desiatky milidrd eur. Toto je vdm jedno? Pytam sa, v koho zdujme je, Ze sa Eurdpa totdlne
odrezala od lacného ruského plynu? Je to v zdujme Ameriky, od ktorej si teraz budeme musiet kupovat Stvorndsobne
drahsf plyn, ¢o Eurdpu zruinuje. Namiesto toho, aby sme sa vrdtili k lacnym ruskym energidm, vy si tu vymyslate hoaxy
o ruskych tienovych flotilich a glorifikujete arogantného Zelenského, ktory zradil Eurépu a slizi americkym firmam.
Zobudte sa, preboha!

David McAllister (PPE). — Herr Prasident, schr verehrte Frau Vizeprisidentin, meine sehr verchrten Damen und Herren!
Mit dem Ostseegipfel der NATO Anfang letzter Woche in Helsinki ist das Thema der russischen Schattenflotte auf
hochster politischer Ebene angekommen, und das war auch tiberfillig. Denn mit einer wirklich schrecklichen Schwemme
maroder Oltanker, deren Eigentumsverhiltnisse unklar und deren Risiken im Ubrigen auch unterversichert sind, umgeht
Russland gezielt internationale Sanktionen. Jeden Monat werden damit laut einer aktuellen Mitteilung der Deutschen
Presseagentur 12 Milliarden Euro in die russische Kriegskasse hineingepumpt. Die Schattenflotte ist zu einer der wichtig-
sten finanziellen Lebensadern fiir Russland in seinem volkerrechtswidrigen Angriffskrieg gegen die Ukraine geworden.
Deshalb sollten die EU-Minister schnell priifen, welche Mainahmen das internationale Seerecht erlaubt, um gegen die
Schattenflotte vorzugehen und Russland fiir seine Aggressionen in der Ukraine verantwortlich zu machen.

Tobias Cremer (S&D). — Mr President, dear colleagues, I wouldn't usually recommend watching Russian television, but
in the last couple of days it has offered some revealing insights into Russia’s view on the Baltic Sea. Because in talk show
after talk show, we can watch Russian commentators discussing which undersea cables and pipelines connect European
countries in the Baltic Sea, and also which would cause the greatest harm if destroyed.

Sadly, this isn't just television drama, but it's a grim reality. In recent months, we've seen the destruction of critical
energy and data infrastructure in the Baltic Sea. One incident involved a Chinese vessel. Another one, a ship from
Putin’s so-called shadow fleet. So let’s call this what it is: sabotage. Putin is testing us. Putin is testing our resolve.

So let’s show him our resolve through decisive measures to strengthen our resilience, through greater naval presence in
the region and through, finally, tougher sanctions on the owners of Putin’s shadow fleet. Colleagues, it’s time to push
Putin’s hybrid warfare back to where it belongs: into Russian TV fiction.

Roberts Zile (ECR). — Priekssédétaja kungs! Ministra kungs! Izpildvietnieces kundze! Saksu ar labo — ar Helsinku valstu
vaditaju sanaksmi NATO ietvaros. Kopéja situacija uzlabojas péc §is sanaksmes, vismaz taja, ka tiek kontroléta 31 Baltijas
juras teritorija, kas ir apdraudéta.

Bet pasreiz&ja situacija Eiropas rokas nav svarigaka un stipraka instrumenta, ka sankcionét $o énu flotes darbibu, lidzigi,
ka to veica ASV pavisam nesen. Krievija giist vairakus ieguvumus no $is énu flotes: lauj giit ienakumus, apejot esosas
cenu sankcijas naftai, ir riks infrastruktiiras bojasanai, ka més Sodien $eit runajam, spiegot pret mums un rada vides
apdraudgjumus, ko rada vecie naftas kugi, parasti vienkorpusa kugu lietoSana, un tas ske| Eiropas Savienibas geografiskas
intereses. Més redzam ari Sodien $eit dalibnieku sastavs ir izteikti geografisks, tapéc $im stingrajam sankcijam ir jabat
vakar, jo visi Sie hibridelementi ir vérsti, pirmkart un galvenokart, pret Eiropas valstu interesém.
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Un, ja ES (Eiropas Savieniba) to nedaris, jaunajai ASV administracijai varétu rasties jautajums: kapéc mums, ASV, aizsar-
gat Eiropu, ja Eiropa pati sevi neaizsarga?

Anna-Maja Henriksson (Renew). — Herr talman! Kommissiondr Virkkunen! Sikerhetsliget pd Ostersjon har forsim-
rats. Dagligen trafikerar undermaliga lastfartyg tillhorande den ryska skuggflottan, med tiotals ton olja, pd detta viktiga
innanhav. De hir utgor en sikerhetsrisk for sdvdl den marina miljon som for linderna runt Ostersjon och hela EU.

Lastfartyget Eagle S togs under julen pd bar girning av finlindska myndigheter i ett mycket lyckat tillslag. Fartygets
ankare hade fore tillslaget sldpat lings havsbotten, och viktig undervattensinfrastruktur hade skadats. En tillfdllighet?
Knappast.

S&vil Nato som medlemslidnderna har intensifierat sin bevakning pa Ostersjon. Det dr vilkommet och det dr nédvéndigt.
Med malmedvetet agerande och samarbete mellan EU, Nato och medlemsldnderna ar vi starka.

Vi behover oka anslagen for sikerhet, forsvar och beredskap. Ostersjon ska inte vara en tummelplats for hybridopera-
tioner och sabotage.

Virginijus Sinkevicius (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, today we confront a critical issue at the core of
the EU’s commitment to Ukraine, global security and economic stability. The shadow fleet is fuelling Russia’s oil trade
and, of course, the Russian oil chest.

While the recent oversight and monitoring efforts are commendable, they are sort of like painting over rust — a tem-
porary fix that, at the end of the day, fails to address the root cause. The reality is clear: Russian oil finds its buyers,
including here in Europe. This revenue funds the war in Ukraine and funds destabilisation in Europe too.

So to address this, I propose a five-step action plan. First of all, the G7 oil price cap needs to go down even further to
USD 30 per barrel. Secondly, expanding sanctions to target shadow fleet vessels and their enablers. Thirdly, enhancing
EU maritime surveillance. We need to close loopholes allowing Russian oil imports, such as in Bulgaria. And finally,
establishing an EU task force to improve intelligence sharing and the enforcement of sanctions.

So I call for action now, not to wait for further sabotage in the Baltic Sea. We have a unique moment with the Polish
Presidency of the EU, but also with the Commission, and I call to ensure unity in this matter and to take measures as
soon as possible.

Per Clausen (The Left). — Hr. formand! I @stersgen oplever vi nu et stigende antal slet skjulte sabotagehandlinger mod
vores undersgiske infrastruktur. Sabotagehandlinger, som alt tyder pa udferes af Ruslands skyggeflade. Det mé vi reagere
pa, og jeg kan ikke lade vaere med at sperge: Hvorndr begynder vi at tage det her alvorligt og smider flgjlshandskerne?
Hvorndr gor vi det, som vi gentagne gange har opfordret til: Lagger et grundigt pres pa de flagstater, Rusland benytter
sig af, og bruger alle de muligheder, vi rent faktisk har for at begraense skyggefldden. For for hver dag skyggefliden
sejler, tilforer den store summer penge til Putins krigsmaskine. Penge, der gér til dod, odelaeggelse og undertrykkelse. Og
hver dag udsetter den bdde miljg og infrastruktur for fare. Hvorndr er det nok? Vi skal hverken bgje nakken for Trump
eller Putin. Lad os nu sige stop og lad os gare det effektivt.

Jan-Peter Warnke (NI). — Herr Prisident, Frau Kommissarin, meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren! Die gezielte
Zerstorung von Unterwasserinfrastruktur ist ein Verbrechen und muss aufs Schirfste verurteilt werden. Wir unterstiit-
zen — wie alle in diesem Haus - jede Mafinahme, dies zu verhindern, und wenn geschehen, zu ahnden. Am
26. September 2022 wurden drei von vier Rohren der Nord-Stream-Pipeline in einem kriminellen Akt zerstort. Dabei
wurden 25 Prozent der jdhrlichen Methanemissionen Deutschlands freigesetzt — eine riesige Umweltkatastrophe dazu.

Wo blieb die Verurteilung durch dieses Parlament? Gibt es denn gute und schlechte Infrastruktur unterm Meeresspiegel?
Und wenn ja, wo ist der Unterschied? Die damals sofort ausgemachten Titer — die Russische Foderation — waren aber,
wie wir wissen, daftir gar nicht verantwortlich. Es waren mit grofer Wahrscheinlichkeit ukrainische Krifte mit Billigung
unseres NATO-Partners USA.
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Ich wiinschte mir weniger Scheinheiligkeit, weniger Doppelmoral und mehr ideologiefreie Bewertung von zeitgeschich-
tlichen Vorkommnissen durch dieses Parlament.

Sandra Kalniete (PPE). — Prezidenta kungs, godatie kolégi! Pedéja gada més esam piedzivojusi mérktiecigus uzbruku-
mus kritiskajai infrastruktarai Baltijas jura. Tie grauj misu komunikacijas un energosistému, ka ari katru dienu
apdraud 10 triljonu dolaru vertus finan$u darfjjumus. [zmekléSanas procesa ieziméjas Krievijas un Kinas kugu iesaiste.

Misu infrastruktiras aizsardziba ir biitiska, tapéc NATO ir uzsakusi pastiprinatas uzraudzibas misiju “Baltic Sentry”.
Tacu ar to nepietiek. Lielbritanija ir sankciongjusi — 110, ASV — vairak neka 200 énu flotes kugu. Més ar 79 kugiem
atpalickam. Kolégi, Sie kugi ne tikai ar naidigam darbibam apdraud misu zemadens infrastruktiiras un jaras vides
drosibu, bet ari pelna miljardus Krievijai un paildzina karu Ukraina. Eiropas Savienibai ir aktivak javérSas pret énu
floti. Mums ir jarikojas atri un izI€migi.

Marina Kaljurand (S&D). — Lugupeetud president, volinik, eesistuja! Venemaa hiibriidriinnakud Euroopa Liidule on
viimastel aastatel jdrjepidevalt suurenenud. Me teame seda, me kordame seda. Ja ometigi ei suuda me riinnakuid enne-
tada, peatada ega karistada.

Euroopa Liit, maailma suurimaid majanduspiirkondi, ei suuda suruda pdlvili mitmeid kordi viiksemat Venemaa sdjama-
jandust. Piinlik. Tdna patrullivad Lidnemerel kaldariigid ja NATO liitlased. Samal ajal votab Euroopa Liit vastu jérjest
uusi sanktsioonidepakette, mis kubisevad eranditest, mida ei tdideta ja mille iile Venemaa lihtsalt irvitab.

Ka tdna rddkisid volinik ja eesistuja diget juttu. Koordinatsioon, infovahetus, kiibersolidaarsus, partnerlus, aga sdnadest
on vihe. Aeg on hakata tegutsema, otsustavalt ja efektiivselt. Ainult nii saab peatada Venemaa sdjamasina Ukrainas ja
hiibriidriinnakud Euroopa Liidus.

Adam Bielan (ECR). — Mr President, Russia’s war of aggression is creeping its way to our Union and neighbours,
highlighting both the commendable work of national security forces, but also our collective shortcomings in our
defences against hybrid threats. It is imperative that we bolster our resilience against these provocations, which are
endangering our populations, our infrastructures and our ways of life.

We know that the information-sharing and resources dedicated in national programmes to the detection and countering
undersea infrastructures are not sufficient. However, solutions exist: better EU-NATO cooperation, investments in
backup systems, enhanced collective security in the region, but also a stricter enforcement of the UNCLOS.

To conclude, let me underline that undersea infrastructures are the tip of the iceberg: exploding packages, arson attacks,
death threats and election interference are happening, and it is our duty to provide our collective answers.

Elsi Katainen (Renew). — Arvoisa puhemies, hyvi komissaari, Venijin varjolaivaston toiminta Itimerelldi on oikea
paraatiesimerkki hybridivaikuttamisesta. Merenalainen infrastruktuurimme on ollut helppo kohde sabotaasille myds
Suomen nikokulmasta. Laajoja merialueita on hankala vartioida, ja syyllisid on vaikea saada kiinni itse teossa.

Naton vahvistuva ldsndolo ja valvonnan lisddminen Itdmerelld on hyvi askel hybridivaikuttamisen ennaltachkiisyyn.
Itimeren vartija -operaatiolla aluetta valvotaan sekd laivoin ettd erilaisin teknologisin ratkaisuin. Toimista huolimatta
emme pysty tdysin turvaamaan merenalaista infrastruktuuriamme. Nopea reagointi ja viranomaisyhteistyd on siksi valt-
tamatonta.

Meiddn pitdd my0s varautua ympdristouhkiin, joita talvimerenkulkuun soveltumattomat varjolaivat aiheuttavat. On
oltava valmiina torjumaan esimerkiksi 6ljyonnettomuuksia, jotka on saatettu aiheuttaa ihan tahallaankin. On todella
tarkedd, ettd komissio tukee kansallisia viranomaisia tyossddn ja ettd infrastruktuurin toimivuus myds varmistetaan.
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Isabella Lovin (Verts/ALE). — Herr talman! Fru kommissionir! I mitten av december brots ett fartyg tillhorande den
ryska skuggflottan av pd mitten, och ett annat gick pd grund i Svarta havet. 3 000 ton olja lickte ut i havet. Vi vet nu
att den ryska skuggflottan har forstort undervattensinfrastruktur i Ostersjon. Vi méste ocksd vara medvetna om att nar
som helst kan dven en oljekatastrof liknande den i Svarta Havet hinda i Ostersjon.

Situationen i vart idlskade innanhav ir katastrofal redan som det ar nu. Vi har overfiske, 6vergddning, forsurning,
miljogifter, plastfororeningar. Det sista vi behover édr en oljekatastrof.

I detta nu trafikerar omkring 25 fartyg frin den ryska skuggflottan Ostersjon. Fartygen ir ofta gamla, skrotfirdiga, de
saknar forsikring. De dr med andra ord tickande miljobomber. Miljokatastrofer kan nir som helst sla till.

Sitter vi stopp for Putins fartyg pd Ostersjon stryper vi ocksd finansieringen av kriget i Ukraina. EU méste sitta stopp
for skuggflottan omedelbart for fredens skull, men ocksa for vért dlskade innanhavs skull.

Riho Terras (PPE). — Mr President, Executive Vice-President, dear colleagues, over the last year and a half there have
been a number of incidents and underwater critical infrastructure was damaged by commercial vessels in the Baltic Sea.
These are acts of covert war, dear colleagues, and not isolated mishaps, as some have recently speculated. Russia has
identified our underwater critical infrastructure as one of the main weak points — our Achilles heel. Russian politicians
have publicly bragged that this sea is the new face of a war, and we should live with it. We cannot accept this kind of
behaviour.

In addition to NATO operations, the EU should step up as well. One of the possible protective measures could be
voluntary acceptance of cameras on the captain’s deck, for instance. We need to use technology and an out-of-the-box
approach to stand up against this nasty threat!

PREDSEDA: MARTIN HOJSIK

Podpredseda

Johan Danielsson (S&D). — Herr talman! For ndgra ménader sedan diskuterade vi hir i Europaparlamentet hotet fran
den ryska skuggflottan. I dag stir vi hir igen och talar om skador pé viktig infrastruktur i Ostersjon. Vi diskuterar
skadade undervattenskablar, men det hdr ar inte de enda attacker vi ser. Vi ser att GPS-stérningar ocksd har blivit allt
vanligare. De stricker sig i dag over Gotland, Finland och Baltikum och péaverkar flygtrafiken i hela regionen.

Det hir dr ingen slump. Det 4r sd hir hybridkrigforing ser ut i praktiken, och det ar tydligt att vra sanktioner inte
ricker. Det kommer att krivas hdrdare tag mot Putins skuggflotta. Sikerheten méste Gverhuvudtaget prioriteras hogre
inom transportpolitiken, inte bara kopplat till sanktioner. Om det giller EU:s hamnstrategi, utbyggnaden av TEN-E- och
TEN-T-projekten s& madste sikerhetsaspekten viga tyngre i utformningen av infrastrukturen.

Men till att borja med: Lat oss sitta stopp for Putins skuggflotta.

Ruggero Razza (ECR). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, da quando si sono verificate delle ipotesi di danneggia-
mento nelle aree del Baltico e del Mediterraneo, la sensazione che ¢ emersa a pitt osservatori ¢ quella di una carenza di
attenzione da parte dell'Unione europea nella tutela dei propri asset strategici.

Uno di questi — forse il pitt importante e il meno osservato — & proprio il versante sottomarino. Alcuni Stati dell'Unione,
come Iltalia, per iniziativa del governo del presidente del Consiglio Giorgia Meloni, hanno dedicato alla dimensione del
sottomarino e alla dimensione della tutela della connessione digitale e dellapprovvigionamento energetico appositi
provvedimenti amministrativi e normativi.

ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/0j 95/148


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

EN 0J C, 9.10.2025

La sensazione che emerge dal Baltico al Mediterraneo € che da parte dell'Unione non vi sia stata questa attenzione, che
oggi diventa ancora pili determinante, perché siamo, in alcuni casi, di fronte a vere e proprie azioni di guerra.

Ivars Ijabs (Renew). — Godatais prezidenta kungs! Godata Virkunenas kundze! Man liekas, ka daudziem kolégiem $aja
maja Krievijas hibriduzbrukumi ir kaut kas jauns un neierasts. Pie mums Baltijas valstis tas ta gluzi nav. Més esam jau 3o
to piedzivojusi no §ita Putina repertuara, proti, ka migrantu instrumentalizacija, globalas navigacijas sistému kroplosana,
par ko jau Padomes parstavis rundja, gan ar stratégiska infrastruktira, kabeli, kuru postisanu veic Sie énu flotes kugi.

Es domaju, ka Sobrid miisu riciba esoSie instrumenti ir jaizmanto pilna spara. Pirmkart, visi énu flotes kugi — to ipas-
nieki jaieklauj sankcijam, un ne tikai tie 70. Es domaju, ka arl par apdro$inasanu jiras tiesibas ir instrumenti, lai
apturétu $adu kustibu. Un, visbeidzot, Eiropas Savienibai un Komisijai ir jastav stingri arl par iesp&ju slégt Danijas
Saurumu, ja Sie kugi apdraud ne tikai Baltijas jiras ekologiju, bet arl visu masu vitalas drosibas intereses un kritisko
infrastruktiru. Citiem vardiem sakot, solidara un nopietna reakcija Sobrid no Eiropas Savienibas kopa ar NATO ir
vienigais, kas spgj apturét agresoru.

Martin$ Stakis (Verts/ALE). — Prezidenta kungs! Godata komisares kundze! Baltijas jiru apdraud Krievija, konkréti,
Krievijas énu flote. Més varam tikai iedomaties, kas notiktu, ja Baltijas jiira tapat ka pavisam nesen Melnaja jira avarétu
krievu tankkugis un plasa naftas noplide notiktu arT Baltijas jara.

Sada katastrofa manam regionam biitu neatgriezeniska. Jiiras ekosistéma biitu iznicinata, un vairakdm paaudzém mdisu
skaistas pludmales principa biitu sabeigtas uz gadu desmitiem. NATO jau ir reag€jusi, nositot patrulkugus. Eiropas
Savienibai tagad ir jaizdara savs majasdarbs, un Baltijas jarai ir jabat aizsargatai.

Un ko tas nozimé& Apmacitu, aprikotu reagéSanas vienibu izveide, kuras var nekavéjoties rikoties naftas noplides gadi-
jumos; Baltijas jliras valstu sadarbibas shéma koordinétai ricibai un naftas noplides novérsanas aprikojuma uzglabasana
stratégiski vietas tuvu augsta riska zonam. Kamér Krievija nav sakauta, bet kugo Baltijas jird, mums ir jabat gataviem
vissliktakajam scenarijam.

Rasa Jukneviciené (PPE). — Gerbiamas Pirmininke, gerbiami kolegos, Sesélinis Rusijos laivynas, kuris padeda Kremliui
uzdirbti pinigy tam, kad toliau Zudyty ukrainiecius, yra didelio Rusijos ir jos pagalbininky karo prie§ demokratijas dalis.
Kokiy veiksmy turi imtis Europos Sgjunga, kovodama su Rusijos Se$éliniu laivynu, Parlamentas pasaké iSsamioje rezo-
liucijoje praéjusiy mety lapkritj. Dabar matome, kad tie laivai naudojami ir kaip sabotazo jrankis. Noriu pasveikinti
Suomijg, parodziusig pavyzdi, kaip galima veikti. Gerai, kad sureagavo ir NATO, nes taip, tai yra grésmé misy saugumui.
Rusijos karas prie§ Europos Sgjungos valstybes kol kas yra toks, kad nebiity perZengtas NATO penktasis straipsnis.
Tikslas — daryti Zalg, kelti chaosg ir nerimg visuomenése, pajungti jas Kremliaus valiai per rinkimus ir panasiai. Todél
turime imtis veiksmy dabar, Siandien. [rankiy tam privalome rasti. Tuo labiau, kad jy tikrai turime.

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Gerbiamas posédzio pirmininke, gerbiama komisare, tikrai nemanau, kad 2024
mety pabaigoje jvykes incidentas, kada buvo pazeista Baltijos jiiroje esanti povandeniné infrastruktira, yra atsitiktinu-
mas. Juo labiau, kad Baltijos Salys kaip tik dabar testuoja galimybe atsijungti nuo sovietinés elektros BRELL sistemos
ziedo, kuris $iuo metu yra Rusijoje. Taip paZeidus $itg infrastruktfirg smarkiai sutrikdomas Baltijos 3aliy noras atsijungti
nuo sovietinés sistemos. Putinas bando provokuoti ir zitréti, kiek rimtai Europos Sgjunga ir NATO j tai sureaguos. Todél
sausio 10 d. NATO padidintas patruliavimas yra laiku ir sveikintinas, bet sankcijy skai¢iai Europos Sajungoje aiskiai per
mazi. 79 Rusijos $esélinio laivyno laivai sankcionuoti, taip pat menkai iSnaudojama Tarptautiné jiros organizacija dél to,
kad nejplaukty i Europos Sgjungos vandenis laivai be draudimo, be saugos ir be kity reikalavimy.
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Maciej Wasik (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowni Panstwo, byliScie przez wiele lat §lepi na to, co robila Rosja.
Malo tego, najwicksze panstwo Unii Europejskiej, Niemcy, budowalo infrastrukture, ktéra dala Putinowi mozliwosé
zgromadzenia ogromnych $rodkéw finansowych, pozwalajgcych mu dzisiaj prowadzi¢ agresywna wojng wobec
Ukrainy i uzywaé szantazu paliwowego wobec panistw Europy Wschodniej. Mowa tu oczywiscie o budowie na Baltyku
gazociaggu Nord Stream. Dzi§ zamiast glosu w Niemczech o budowie Nord Stream chcialbym stysze¢ glos o nowych
sankcjach na Rosje i tych, ktorzy Rosje¢ wspieraja.

Amerykanie wprowadzili kilka dni temu nowe sankcje na rosyjskie firmy wydobywcze, a takze na ponad 100 tankow-
coéw. Koszt transportu rosyjskiej ropy przez flote cieni wzrdst natychmiast 3 krotnie. Tylko ta droga nowych, twardych
sankcji jesteSmy w stanie przeciwdziala agresji Rosji.

Namawiam wszystkich do opowiedzenia si¢ za nowymi, daleko idacymi sankcjami na imperium, ktére zagraza dzi$ nie
tylko Ukrainie, ale calej Europie i $wiatu. Mamy ponownie do czynienia z imperium zfa. Rosja Putina musi zbankruto-
wac i zadaniem calego cywilizowanego $wiata jest doprowadzenie do tego. Inaczej bedziemy za kilka lat zmuszeni uczy¢
sie jezyka rosyjskiego.

Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (Renew). — Mr President, Commissioner, I demand a much higher priority by both the
Commission and the Member States. We simply have no time to waste.

For three reasons: first of all, this shadow fleet is a floating environmental disaster — we've seen it in the Black Sea, and a
new big oil spill was only recently just avoided in Germany; secondly, the shadow fleet is undermining the sanctions
and financing Putin’s war; and thirdly, they are a danger for our security — our energy and it cables are targets for Putin,
and while we are very busy mapping our sea cables, Putin is at the same time destroying them.

So I have a few very concrete questions. Why are we not entering every ship, like Finland has done, that we suspect
might be part of the shadow fleet? Why have we only managed to identify 79 tankers?

So I urgently call on the EU, the Member States, the coastal guards: make this your first and foremost priority.

Alice Teodorescu Midwe (PPE). — Herr talman! Under snart tre ar har EU infort 15 olika sanktionspaket mot Ryssland.
Det dr bra, men det spelar ingen roll hur ménga sanktioner vi infor nir det gér att kringgd dem.

Ryssland har under de senaste dren kraftigt byggt ut sin skuggflotta och bedoms i dag kontrollera hundratals fartyg
under utlindsk flagg som fraktar rysk olja, for att kringgd sanktioner och finansiera sitt brutala krig mot Ukraina. Dessa
fartyg 4r ofta gamla och oférsikrade, och risken for stora oljeutslipp &r allvarlig, inte minst i kénsliga vatten som
Ostersjon.

EU har hittills infort sanktioner mot endast 79 fartyg medan USA nyligen inforde sanktioner mot 183. Jag foresldr att
EU infor sanktioner mot samtliga ryska fartyg som misstinks ingd i den ryska skuggflottan samtidigt som EU borde se
over mojligheten att beslagta olja frin dessa oljetankers om de anldgger vid ett medlemsland.

Till sist médste EU och medlemslidnderna utova sdvil ekonomisk som diplomatisk press pd de medlopare till stater som
mojliggor den ryska skuggflottans existens. Om Ukraina ska vinna kriget mdste vi sla till med alla medel mot den ryska
skuggflottan.

Sabrina Repp (S&D). — Herr Prisident! Die Zukunft europdischer Sicherheit entscheidet sich im Ostseeraum. Untersee-
kabel, Pipelines und Hafen sind unverzichtbar fir Handel, Vernetzungen und Versorgungssicherheit. Doch diese kri-
tischen Infrastrukturen stehen unter enormem Druck. Die russische Schattenflotte kartiert gezielt maritime Anlagen.
Jungste Schiden an Unterseekabeln zwischen Finnland und Deutschland, Litauen und Schweden zeigen die
Bedrohungen deutlich. Wir miissen entschlossen handeln durch Diversifizierung der Infrastrukturen, verbesserte Uber-
wachung und koordinierte Schutzmaffnahmen auf européischer Ebene.

Wo staatliche Bedrohungen bestehen, brauchen wir neben zivilen Strategien auch militdrische Absicherung. Ein starkes
Biindnis der Staaten im demokratischen Ostseeraum ist erforderlich, um Werte zu verteidigen und Bedrohungen ausge-
hend von Autokraten entschlossen entgegenzutreten. Meiner Heimatstadt Rostock kommt in dieser Entwicklung eine
besondere Rolle zu. Rostock ist nicht nur ein bedeutender Hafenstandort, sondern auch ein zentraler Koordination-
spunkt fiir maritime Sicherheitsfragen im Ostseeraum. Diese Rolle gilt es weiter zu starken. Wir miissen das Ruder selbst
in die Hand nehmen, statt uns weiter diesen Bedrohungen auszusetzen.
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Aurelijus Veryga (ECR). — Pirmininke, gerbiami kolegos, kol kas tik Suomijai uzteko drgsos imtis realiy veiksmy ir bent
jau sulaikyti Se$élinio laivyno laiva, pazeidusj Estlink 2 kabelj. Ir bitina imtis realiy veiksmy, o ne tik reiksti dar vieng
nei Rusijai, nei kitiems galimiems Zaidéjams nieko nereiskiantj gily susiriipinimg kritinés infrastruktiiros gadinimo.
Kuomet vis daugiau Europos Sgjungos valstybiy palaipsniui jgyvendina energetinés nepriklausomybés priemones, galima
tiketis vis daugiau ir daugiau bandymy pazeisti kriting infrastruktiira. Skambiai paskelbta, kad Baltijos jiira tapo NATO
eZeru. Dabar labai svarbu Siuos ZodZius patvirtinti realiais veiksmais, o pavyzdj galétume imti i§ tos pacios mano
paminétos Suomijos. Tokie laivai kartu su kroviniu turéty baiti mazy maziausiai konfiskuoti ir panaudoti bent dalies
zalos atlyginimui. Tai biity bent jau Sioks toks atgrasymo Zenklas.

Wouter Beke (PPE). — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, We weten al langer dan vandaag dat Rusland zijn oorlog tegen
Oekraine niet alleen aan het front uitvecht. In de afgelopen twee jaar zijn er verschillende incidenten geweest in heel
Europa. Sabotage. Sabotage met als doel onze samenleving te ontwrichten, chaos te veroorzaken. Er is eigenlijk maar één
woord voor en dat is “terreur”.

Een duidelijk voorbeeld daarvan was de inzet van civiele schepen. Met die zogenaamde schaduwvloot tracht Rusland niet
alleen economische sancties te treffen of te omzeilen. Het gaat ook actief over tot sabotage van onze nutsvoorzieningen.
Het is dan ook niet meer dan logisch dat wij hiertegen actie ondernemen. Preventief en reactief. De samenwerking met
de NAVO in de Baltische Zee is daarom ook noodzakelijk.

Ook het vijftiende sanctiepakket is een goede stap. Maar er moet meer gebeuren. Laat ons niet terugdeinzen voor de
druk van buitenaf. En dan kijk ik ook naar mijn Hongaarse collega’s. Het is aan ons om Oekraine en onszelf te bescher-
men tegen de Russische terreur, ter land, ter zee en in de lucht.

Elio Di Rupo (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, jai un peu regardé qui s'occupait de ces navires
et jai constaté qu'énormément d’agences intergouvernementales étaient mobilisées. Bien sir, le Service européen pour
l'action extérieure se charge de la coordination, mais il s’agit aussi de questions intérieures a I'Union européenne.

En effet, les conséquences concernent linternet, par exemple: on compte 1,3 million de kilometres de cébles Internet
sous-marins. Les questions liées au gaz et au pétrole ont des conséquences immédiates sur le prix de ces ressources et
sur la sécurité intérieure.

Je me demande dans quelle mesure, au niveau européen, en paralléle de FOTAN, nous pourrions tenter d’y voir clair. Par
exemple a linitiative de votre département, avec une structure dont on sentirait la cohérence et la capacité d’action.

Pekka Toveri (PPE). — Mr President, Madam Commissioner, dear colleagues, as we have heard, Russia is waging hybrid
war against us all, in this case, by using its shadow fleet and other maritime actors to destroy our undersea infrastruc-
ture and to threaten us with ecological catastrophe. We have now heard about many different defensive actions taken to
prevent these attacks in the future.

However, let’s keep the eye on the ball and at the root cause of these attacks, the Russian illegal attack on Ukraine.
Russia uses the shadow fleet to avoid EU sanctions and to fund its war in Ukraine, plus to punish us for our support to
Ukraine. We need to stop this for Ukraine and for ourselves.

But let’s not fool ourselves: these attacks won't stop by surveillance and defensive operations. These actions stop when
Russia is made to pay for its crimes. We need to lower the price restrictions on the Russian export oil to USD 50 per
barrel or even lower, and we need to stop the whole shadow fleet, using many different methods mentioned here, and
not only around one sixth, as we have done so far. Inaction and lack of punishment just empowers Russia. Making
Russia pay stops it.

Slava Ukraini!

Tom Berendsen (PPE). — Voorzitter, collega’s, Wij kunnen niet accepteren dat een paar kilometer voor onze kust onze
eigen belangrijke infrastructuur gesaboteerd wordt. Onze kabels voor data en elektriciteit op de bodem van de zee zijn
onzichtbare snelwegen voor onze energie en communicatie. Veel Europeanen zien misschien niet het belang van deze
infrastructuur in. Rusland en China doen dat overduidelijk wel. De Russische schaduwvloot vaart dagelijks over onze
infrastructuur op zee. Dat doen ze niet voor niets. In China is een patent goedgekeurd op technologie om deze kabels
sneller te kunnen doorknippen.
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Wij moeten beter samenwerken om onze infrastructuur te beschermen. Dat betekent meer aanwezigheid van de Marine
op zee, meer inzet van technologie, zoals drones, sensoren en data, en meer capaciteit om heel snel eventuele schade te
kunnen herstellen. En nee, commissaris, dat hoeft niet allemaal in gedetailleerde Europese wetten. Geef steun aan de
landen aan zee die nu een kopgroep vormen. Ze werken samen in het belang van ons allemaal.

Hélder Sousa Silva (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Ministro, Senhora Comissdria, ao operar frotas de navios
fantasmas, através de empresas de fachada, a Rassia criou um novo modelo de «guerra por procuracdo» que ameaga a
Europa e o mundo. Nio € s6 no Bdltico, no Atlantico e no Mediterrdneo também andam.

Enquanto aqui estamos, estes navios mapeiam detalhadamente a localizacdo, o estado e eventuais vulnerabilidades das
nossas infraestruturas submarinas, quer de telecomunicacdes, quer de energia, maioritariamente ndo para sabotagem
imediata, mas para possibilitar ataques ulteriores.

A nossa tolerdncia a este comportamento hostil tem mesmo de terminar. Por isso, proponho que a Unido Europeia, em
estreita articulagdo com a NATO, crie uma task force que envide todos os esforcos com vista a sancionar e desmantelar
estas frotas e, assim, garantir a seguranca das nossas infraestruturas criticas subaquaticas.

Jiiri Ratas (PPE). — Austatud president, volinik! Head ametikaaslased! Venemaa kasutab varilaevastikku oma sdjamasina
rahastamiseks. Viimasel ajal on need laevad jirjest sagedamini kahjustanud Lainemere pdhjas paiknevate Euroopa Liidu
riikide taristut.

Vene varilaevastik kujutab endast tiha selgemat ohtu Euroopa Liidu julgeolekule, majandusele ja keskkonnale. Need
laevad tegutsevad varjus, kuid peavad vastutama tagajirgede eest. Kaablite, gaasitorude ja teiste taristuobjektide tahtlik
I6hkumine on kuritegu ja selle kuriteo toimepanek peab olema vilistatud. SabotaaZi ja riinnakute korraldamine
Ladnemerel peab 16ppema.

NATO on juba Lidnemere kriitilise tihtsusega taristut sihipdraselt kaitsmas, kasutades selleks senisest enam patrull-
lennukeid, s6jalaevu ja droone. Euroopa Liit peab samuti suurendama oma kontrollvdimekust. Nieme, et need laevad
vahetavad tihti nimesid ja lippe. Olgem koik valvel ka selle suhtes, mida nad merel teevad. Neil puudub kindlustus.
Nende tegevusega seotud riskid on markimisvdarsed. Suurendame vdimekust reageerida selliste ohtude vastu.

Jessica Polfjird (PPE). — Herr talman! Fru kommissionér! Det ir snart tre r sedan den ryska fullskaliga invasionen av
Ukraina borjade. Under tre dr har det ukrainska folket visat prov pd en ofattbar motstandskraft och ett stort mod. Vi har
som frihetsvanner en skyldighet att stddja Ukraina ekonomiskt, militdrt och humanitart.

Ryssland kringgér sanktionerna genom falskt flaggade fartyg pd Ostersjon. Samtidigt kan vi se undervattensaktiviteter. Vi
ser att Ostersjon har blivit en méltavla bide 6ver och under vattnet.

EU har gjort mycket, men mer behéver goras. Framfor allt behéver vi stoppa den krigsekonomi som finansierar
Rysslands krig mot bland annat Ukraina. Jag dr sdker pa att vi kan gora mer hirifrdn EU, tillsammans med andra
aktorer, for att f bukt med det som behover goras for att Ukraina ska vinna kriget.

Aura Salla (PPE). — Mr President, let’s face it. Russia is testing us in the Baltic Sea. Europe needs short-term and long-
term actions to protect our critical infrastructure. We need more effective sanctions against intentional sabotage, actors
that flag and host fleet vessels, and investigations to identify and sanction also shadow vessels’ ultimate beneficial own-
ers.

The EU and NATO should utilise Al-driven tools to detect suspicious activities near undersea infrastructure and have a
strong enough presence in the Baltic Sea. Baltic Sea Member States should also have the right to inspect the cargo and
documentation of vessels in their waters to discover the cargo’s origin and destinations.

In the long run, we need a unified regulatory framework for cable protection, reduced reliance on Chinese companies,
develop advanced technologies for cable protection, monitoring and repair, and strengthen cooperation among Member
States, NATO and our global allies.
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Ana Miguel Pedro (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, trata-se de uma guerra que ndo se declara, mas que ataca onde somos
mais vulnerdveis.

A sabotagem de cabos submarinos no mar Bdltico ndo é apenas um incidente. Estes cabos transportam 99 % do trafico
internacional de dados, formam a coluna vertebral das comunicagdes globais e da economia moderna. Pensemos no que
isso significa. As nossas economias, 0s nossos governos, as nossas sociedades, tudo depende de cabos que repousam no
fundo do mar.

A sabotagem russa, o crescente envolvimento da China e os ataques que agora se alastram a Taiwan questionam se
estamos prontos para enfrentar uma nova era de guerra hibrida. A resposta ¢ evidente. Isto ndo é um mero descuido.

A Europa precisa de uma estratégia solida, de reforgar as nossas aliancas, de investir em tecnologia avancada, de criar
regras robustas contra ameagas cada vez mais sofisticadas.

Em Portugal, o aumento do trifego de navios russos nas nossas dguas ndo é coincidéncia, ¢ um sinal. Somos um dos
portos mais importantes para a conectividade entre continentes e isso faz de nés um alvo.

Proteger os cabos submarinos ¢, acima de tudo, assegurar que a nossa soberania ndo fica refém de uma batalha no
fundo do mar e de uma guerra hibrida que jd comegou.

Vystiipenia na zdklade prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky

Tobiasz Bochefiski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowni Panistwo! Kwestia, o ktorej dyskutujemy tutaj dzisiaj, jest
fundamentalna, dlatego ze Rosja jest immanentnym zagrozeniem dla bezpieczenistwa i pokoju w Europie. Wladimir
Putin jasno i kategorycznie stwierdzil, iz chce restytuowal potege Zwigzku Radzieckiego i Rosje w jak najszerszych
granicach. Oznacza to, iz zamierza podbijaé nie tylko Ukraing, ale réwniez inne panstwa, pafistwa baltyckie. Zagraza
Finlandii. Zagraza Polsce.

Wiemy z doktryny militarnej Rosji, iz zamierzaja traktowaé wszystkie narzedzia polityki jako narzedzia wojny, w tym
réwniez basen Morza Baltyckiego bedzie wykorzystywany na wszelkie mozliwe sposoby po to, by realizowaé rosyjska
mys$l geopolityczna. I powinni$my jako Europa stawac razem, solidarnie i twardo przeciwko polityce rosyjskiej. My, jako
Polacy, w szczeg6lnosci $p. prof. Lech Kaczynski, méwilismy o tym od bardzo dawna, ale byliSmy lekcewazeni w tej
izbie i w innych instytucjach europejskich. Mamy nadzieje, ze przyszedl czas refleksji i Europa bedzie stala razem
przeciwko rosyjskiemu imperializmowi.

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzifiski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Oczywiscie na poczatku pelna zgoda z moim szanow-
nym przedméwcg. C6z wigcej dodaé? Dlatego chcialbym zwrécié uwage na zupelnie inny element, otéz niebezpiec-
zefistwa zwigzane z aktami sabotazu wymierzonego w infrastrukture krytyczng na Baltyku, jak réwniez te niebezpiec-
zenstwa zwigzane z obchodzeniem sankcji wymierzonych wobec Rosji przez tak zwang flote cieni.

Mam tutaj na mysli te niebezpieczenistwa zwigzane gléwnie z katastrofg, potencjalng katastrofg ekologiczng. Dotycza
one dwoch obszaréw morskich: Baltyku i Morza Czarnego. Oba te obszary charakteryzuja sie tym, ze s3 morzami
zamknietymi, wigc gdyby byla pelna wola do tego, aby t¢ flote cieni wyeliminowa¢, to wystarczy kontrola w dwdch
newralgicznych punktach. Jezeli chodzi o Baltyk to Ciesniny Duniskie. Jezeli chodzi o Morze Czarne to Dardanele.

Szanowni Pafistwo, ja jestem marynarzem, nie dalej jak kilka dni temu rozmawialem z moim przyjacielem, kapitanem,
ktéry prowadzi jeden z najwigkszych tankowcéw na $wiecie. Wirdd oficeréw i kapitanéw floty, ktéra jest sprawdzana
po kilkanascie razy dziennie, jest powszechna wiedza dotyczaca tak zwanej floty cieni, Ze mozna by ich wyeliminowa¢
w ten sposob, gdyby byla wola. One stuza nie tylko Putinowi i rezimowi Putina, ale réwniez wielkim koncernom
naftowym, ktére w ten sposéb obchodza sankcje. Wiec takie nasze gadanie tutaj ma sens o tyle, o ile przelozy sie.

(Koniec vystiipeni na zdklade prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky)

Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, first, thank you for this debate. And thank
you for all the support for our very strong and coordinated actions we are making.
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Keeping Europe safe is my priority during this mandate. Much has been done, but much more is needed, as we know.
You can count on the Commission to ensure that this will happen.

We will together defeat Putin’s war of aggression and hostile actors sabotaging our security. We will remain vigilant. We
will build our own resilience and strengthen our ability to hold those behind attacks accountable for their actions. We
stand ready to respond fast and decisively to all these threats.

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Madam Commissioner, thank you
very much for this debate, that mostly shows our unity on this very important issue. The incident involving undersea
cables in the Baltic Sea is the latest in a series of suspected attacks on critical infrastructure. These malicious actions
demand our united attention and a swift response. We will enhance cooperation for information-sharing and protection
of critical infrastructure, both within the EU and with our international partners.

Together with our partners, we will continue to curb the activities of the shadow fleet, disrupt Moscow’s revenue
streams and ensure that Russia’s war machine is deprived of the income to continue its war of aggression against
Ukraine. And we remain ready to use all available instruments, including further restrictive measures, to ensure the
security of our continent.

Predsedajiici . — Tito rozprava sa skondila.
Pisomné vyhldsenia (cldnok 178)

Rihards Kols (ECR), in writing. — The recent attacks on undersea cables and pipelines in the Baltic Sea expose Europe’s
failure to protect its critical infrastructure. Russia is exploiting our weaknesses with hybrid warfare, and Europe’s
response remains inadequate. Despite repeated warnings — Balticconnector and other sabotage attempts — we are still
reacting instead of acting.

Where are the advanced surveillance systems, technological investments, and deterrence measures needed to protect our
infrastructure? Europe’s fragmented security approach leaves us vulnerable, and the Kremlin knows it. While NATO’s
efforts are valuable, Europe must take responsibility.

We need coordinated investment in real-time monitoring, Al-driven threat detection, and rapid response mechanisms.
The EU must move beyond empty statements and take concrete strategic actions. This is not just about repairing cables;
it's about defending our sovereignty and credibility.

Resilience means showing that any attack on our infrastructure is an attack on Europe’s collective strength — one that
will face decisive action. Anything less invites further aggression.

Let’s stop pretending that good intentions are enough and start treating this threat with the seriousness it demands.

10. Request for consultation of the European Economic and Social Committee (Rule 151)
(action taken)

Predsedajiici . — Nakolko predseda nedostal ziadnu Zziadost o hlasovanie o Ziadosti vyboru ECON o poradu s
Eur6pskym hospodarskym a socidlnym vyborom v stvislosti s postupom tykajiicim sa ulahéenia financovania investicif
a reforiem na zvySenie eurdpskej konkurencieschopnosti a vytvorenia tnie kapitdlovych trhov, Draghiho sprava, ktord
bola ozndmend véera, ziadost sa povaZuje za schvilend podla ¢lanku 151 ods. 2 rokovacieho poriadku.

11. The Hungarian government’s illegal espionage of EU institutions and investigative

bodies (debate)

Predsedajici . — Dalsim bodom programu st vyhldsenia Rady a Komisie o nezdkonnej $piondzi madarskej vlddy
zameranej na institticie a vySetrovacie organy Eurdpskej tnie (2025/2505(RSP)).
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Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Mr Commissioner, let me start by
recalling that, beyond the issue at stake today, EU institutions and Member States have a joint responsibility to uphold
the values enshrined in our Treaties. When it comes to the use of spyware, it's clear from the Union’s primary law and
case law that unjustified and disproportionate interference with individuals’ fundamental rights are not acceptable.
Limitations to fundamental rights may only apply under strict conditions and for duly-justified purposes. We need to
ensure that these standards are respected in order to avoid any abuse towards individuals.

Let me also say that transparency is vital in public life as it ensures that citizens have access to accurate information,
fostering trust in institutions, promoting accountability and encouraging civil society to play an active role. Any
attempts to circumvent or to go against these principles deserve our attention and concern.

In my capacity of representative of the Council, I must emphasise, however, that the Council does not comment on
speculative or unverified reports, including those regarding the Hungarian Government’s alleged espionage of EU
institutions. It is crucial that we base our action and statements on established facts. Any concerns about such matters
should be addressed through the proper channels, such as investigation by the relevant authorities.

Piotr Serafin, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you for inviting me to this debate
today. Like all of you, I have seen the media reports alleging espionage by the Hungarian authorities against staff of the
EU Institutions. Let us recall that according to the reports of the Hungarian investigative journalists, the surveillance of
OLAF staff was supposed to take place in the context of projects to modernise the lighting of public places funded by
the European Union. The tenders were won by the company Elios. Respecting the independence of OLAF, I cannot
comment on these allegations.

I would like to stress, however, that protecting EU money is an obligation of the Union and of the Member States, and it
is essential for the Member States to cooperate with OLAF and provide its staff with the assistance they need to carry
out their tasks. I can also tell you that, in the Elios case, OLAF ultimately concluded that there were numerous irregula-
rities in the tenders awarded to that company. OLAF recommended that the Hungarian Government be required to
repay 17 billion Hungarian forints.

OLAF fulfils its mission by carrying out independent investigations into fraud and corruption involving EU funds. I
stand firmly by OLAF staff who work so tirelessly to protect money belonging to European taxpayers. Today I would
like to thank all EU anti-fraud investigators involved in the Elios case. It was they who showed professionalism, deter-
mination and courage, and finally they did their job ensuring that public money from the EU purse did not end up in
the private pockets of those close to power.

I also would like to stress that the Commission remains committed to protecting its information, staff and networks
from illicit intelligence-sharing actions. In terms of safeguards in place to impede attempts of espionage, the Commission
has at its disposal specialised services in charge of human and digital counterintelligence. These services safeguard the
institutions’ staff, information and assets from various threat vectors. There is also strong cooperation with the other EU
Institutions and Member States, which are equally targeted by espionage.

The Commission’s competent services have been also strengthening the resilience of staff, at all levels regarding human
and digital espionage, through information sessions and awareness-raising campaigns. Staff members are regularly
reminded that they may be the targets of intelligence-gathering attempts, both in their professional and their private
lives.

I want to assure all OLAF anti-fraud investigators that ensuring the right conditions for you to carry out your mission,
including looking after your safety, is and will remain one of my most important tasks.

Michal Wawrykiewicz, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, Minister, what we can learn from
public information from media, but also what we could hear from the Commission and the Council, once more and
again proves to us that Orbdn has installed an authoritarian regime in Hungary and is much closer to Putin’s standards
than to those of the European Union.

102/148 ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

0J C, 9.10.2025 EN

I will remind you of what has been going on in that investigation. An investigation by independent journalists showed
the process of spying by the Hungarian secret services of representatives of OLAF, the European institutions — those
who were investigating Istvan Tiborcz, Orbdn’s son-in-law by coincidence, and he was suspected to use EU funds
illegally. This situation is a moral transgression of all possible barriers. How can we define a Member State that spies
on the European Union institutions? It is unimaginable.

What's more, Orban introduced new visa rules also for Russian and Belarusian citizens. It was called — quite rightly — in
a public sphere as an 'open door for spies’. As a Member State of the European Union and NATO, during the war in
Ukraine, we have a duty to protect each other, also in terms of counterintelligence security. Meanwhile, the Hungarian
Government is acting as if it is the enemy of the European Union. We can ask ourselves how many enemy spies got
through and operated within the EU thanks to this open visa door.

And finally, we have the issue of extending the sanctions against Russia, where a decision must be made by the end of
January. It is also a question of the frozen EUR 190 billion of Russian assets. Here too, Orbdn is blocking.

It all really comes together logically. We are dealing with the enemy of the European Union and the Western world, an
ally of Putin, and let’s treat him as such in a serious way.

Csaba Molndr, a SED képviseldcsoport nevében. — Tisztelt Elnok Url Evek 6ta tudjuk, hogy Orban Viktor kormdnya a
titkosszolgalatokat politikai ellenfeleivel szemben haszndlja. Kordbban a Pegazus nevili kémszoftvert telepitették ellenzé-
kiek és 0jsdgirok telefonjaira. Most pedig kideriilt, hogy Orbén titkosszolgdlata kémkedett az uniés Csalds Elleni Hivatal
nyomozdi utdn is. Lehallgattdk Sket, kovették Sket, kémkedtek utanuk.

Az ok egyszer(i volt. Az OLAF ugyanis éppen Orban Viktor vejének az iigyében nyomozott, azutdn a Tiborcz Istvin
utdn nyomozott, aki par év alatt a semmibdl, az ismeretlenségb6l az orszdg egyik leggazdagabb emberévé vilt, és pont
abban az iigyben nyomoztak, amivel Orbdn veje éppen megalapozta millidrdos vagyonat.

Tehdt mit ldtunk? Orbdn ellopja, Orban veje ellopja az unids pénzeket, majd Orbén titkosszolgdlata akcidba lendiil az
uniés nyomozéhivatal ellen.

A titkos megfigyelést rdaddsul épp az EU pénzekért felel6s miniszter inditotta el, s6t a sajtShirek szerint kiilon stdbot
alakitottak az Unié megfigyelésére. A kormdny dltal kézi vezérelt tigyészség viszont semmi problémdt nem ldt ezzel,
bejelentették, hogy nem inditanak vizsgdlatot az OLAF-nyomozok megfigyelése miatt, ahogy egyébként kordbban a
Tiborcz éltal eltiintetett unids pénzek tigyében sem voltak hajlandéak nyomozni.

Maéra mar ott tartunk, hogy a magyar kormany titkosszolgalatokért felelds miniszterét kitiltottdk az Egyesiilt Allamokbél,
és a Magnyitszkij-torvény alapjdn szankcios listra tették.

Tisztelt KépviselStarsaim! Nincs esély arra, hogy Magyarorszagon ezt az tigyet kivizsgdljak, ezért arra kérem az Eurdpai
Bizottsdgot, hogy inditson vizsgdlatot, és tegye azt az Orban-kormany ellen zajlé jogédllamisagi eljards részévé, mert az
igazsag felderitése nemcsak a magyar emberek érdeke, hanem az egész Eur6pai Uni6 érdeke.

Csaba Domotor, a PfE képviselocsoport nevében. — Tisztelt Elnok Ur!l A mostani vitdra egy olyan idészakban keriil sor,
amikor Eurépat sokféle valsdg gyotri. 0 szdzalék koriili gazdasdgi novekedés, bizonytalan és dragulé energiaellatds, ver-
senyképesség romokban, romlé kozbiztonsdg a nagyvarosokban.

Tehét j6cskdn lenne tennivald. Erre mit tesz az Eurdpai Parlament néppdrti-baloldali tobbsége? Hat napirendre kér egy
vitdt Magyarorszagrol, nagyjabol a 127. alkalommal. Mindezt egyetlen Gjsdgcikk feltételezései és név nélkili forrdsai
alapjan. Nem is annyira mellékes koriilmény, hogy az emlitett médiumot az amerikai demokratdk kornyékérdl finanszir-
ozzdk, akik id6kozben megbuktak.

Aligha érdekli a vita kezdeményez§it, hogy a magyar hatésdgok kozben tdjékoztatdst adtak az tigyr6l. Azt, hogy a
feltételezést semmilyen objektiv koriilmény és adat nem tdmasztja ald. Rdaddsul maga az OLAF sem tett bejelentést
arr6l, hogy a munkatdrsaikat megfigyelték volna.
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Nem is megyek bele jobban a részletekbe, mert azok tigysem szdmitanak itt. A 1ényeg az az, hogy a Magyarorszag elleni
erGltetett boszorkdnyiildozésre valahogy mindig taldlnak helyet a napirenden, de a 1ényegi kérdésekrdl soha nem akarnak
vitatkozni.

Példdul arrdl, hogy mi Eurdpa élldspontja az Gj hdboris helyzetben. Amerika most mdr békét kotne, errl mégsincs
tobbdrds vita itt, ebben a Hazban.

Az elmiilt hetekben megakaddlyoztak azt is, hogy vita legyen Reynders biztos pénzmosasi botranyar6l, mikozben 6 élet
és haldl ura volt a jogédllamisdgi kérdésekben.

Megakadalyoztdk azt is, hogy vita legyen a Facebook cenzirdjardl, mikozben ez mér nem csak egy sejtés, hanem meg-
valosult tény. Tobbmillié eurdpai véleményét fojthattdk el tényellendrnek nevezett cenzorok.

Arrdl sem szerveznek kiilon vitdt, hogy melyek a bevdndorlds kovetkezményei. 2017 6ta, Frand Grnak mondom, csak
Németorszdgban 52 ezer n6t bantalmaztak szexudlisan, ezekr6l soha nem engedik a vitét.

Magyarorszdgrél mindig. Megszoktuk, de attél még nem fogjuk elfogadni, mert akdrhdnyszor veszik napirendre
Magyarorszagot, annyiszor fogjuk elmondani, lattunk mdr nyomdasgyakorlast, de akkor sem fogunk engedni a szdmunkra
fontos tigyekben.

Georgiana Teodorescu, in numele grupului ECR. — Domnule presedinte, sunt un ferm sustinitor al prezumtiei de nevi-
novitie, dar dacd dezviluirile se dovedesc a fi adevirate, as vrea si intreb: Cum te numesti atunci cand institutiile
europene vin sd controleze o firmd a ginerelui tiu si tu pui serviciile secrete interne sd urmdreascd acei functionari si
sd le acceseze ilegal telefoanele pentru a le sabota ancheta?

In primul rand, te numesti corupt, pentru cd interventiile de acest gen asupra functionarilor publici fac parte din faptele
de coruptie.

in al doilea rand, te numesti amator in ale spionajului. Ai fost prins rusinos, deci nu te pricepi.

§i, in al treilea rind, mai grav dect orice, te numesti impostor sau ipocrit. Tu, marele luptator impotriva globalismului si
establishment-ului european folosesti exact metodele globaliste de a-ti inlitura dugmanii. Faci fix ce au ficut democratii
lui Donald Trump.

Domnule Orban, dacd dezviluirile sunt adevirate, as vrea si vi atentionez ci cetdtenii maghiari traverseazd frecvent
granita spre Transilvania, adicd in Romania, pentru a-si face cumpdrdturile, deoarece alimentele sunt mai ieftine in tara
mea si nivelul de trai mai bun. Poate ar trebui sd vd preocupe mai mult bunistarea poporului maghiar decat orice alte
subiecte.

Sophie Wilmes, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, merci pour vos explica-
tions. Tout citoyen européen a, effectivement, le droit d’attendre de ses représentants que les deniers publics soient
correctement utilisés. L'OLAF, par ses enquétes contre la corruption, permet de garantir que I'égalité de traitement, la
transparence et l'intégrité puissent prévaloir sur des décisions de nature arbitraire ou politique. Qu'un exécutif européen,
ici le gouvernement hongrois, place sur écoute et prenne en filature les enquéteurs de 'OLAF serait tout simplement
intolérable.

On parle énormément, et a raison, de la lutte contre les ingérences étrangeres. Mais que faisons-nous contre I'espionnage
institutionnel au sein méme de I'Union, auprés d'une agence légitime de I'Union européenne? Dans le cas ol cette
atteinte au principe de coopération loyale serait prouvée, jappelle a une réaction ferme et, surtout, concréte de la
Commission européenne. Faut-il vous rappeler la demande insistante du Parlement pour lactivation de larticle 7 du
traité sur I'Union européenne?

Tineke Strik, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, dear Council, Commissioner, the Hungarian
Government’s secret service spying on EU officials — a violation straight from the playbook of adversarial dictatorships,
now happening on EU soil. Undermining EU institutions because it may reveal Orbdn’s corruption actually reveals
Orbdn’s disloyalty and readiness to sabotage the work of OLAF.
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Commissioner, you refer to OLAF itself to do an investigation, but I urge you, why not launch investigation as the
Commission? Because it goes much further than hurting OLAF, it’s really affecting the EU as a whole.

The scandal also reveals Orbdn’s complete lack of intention to fight corruption, so I also urge the Commission to be
vigilant, keep money frozen and ensure independent and effective anti-corruption policies and practices. We cannot
accept taxpayers’ monies ending up in the large pockets of the Orbdn clan.

The Hungarian Government may portray the EU as an adversary for its own gain, but the Hungarian people know
better. They know that we are their ally, and we cannot fail them.

Arno Bausemer, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident, meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren! Vermeintliche
Journalisten erheben schwerwiegende Vorwiirfe, und alle anderen Medien iibernehmen diese Vorwiirfe ungefiltert — in
Deutschland haben wir diese Praxis im vergangenen Jahr eindrucksvoll erlebt. Und heute wissen wir nach zahlreichen
Gerichtsurteilen, dass dieses angebliche journalistische Recherchestiick des Netzwerkes CORRECTIV in Wahrheit nur ein
absurdes und verleumderisches Theaterstiick gegen die AfD gewesen ist — ein Theaterstiick, um die Bevolkerung zu
tduschen und mit erfundenen Behauptungen aufzuhetzen.

Solche Praktiken zerstoren das Vertrauen in die Demokratie. Solche Praktiken sind gerade kein Journalismus gewesen,
sondern gezielte Propaganda gegen die AfD als stirkste deutsche Oppositionspartei. Solche Praktiken der gezielten Irre-
fuhrung manifestieren die Einordnung der Presse als Liigenpresse. Nach einer Recherche aus Ungarn und Belgien sollen
EU-Beamte zwischen 2015 und 2017 durch den ungarischen Geheimdienst ausspioniert worden sein. Gibt es
Ermittlungen der Staatsanwaltschaft? Gibt es belastbare Belege fur diese Anschuldigungen? Offensichtlich nicht. Aber
ohne solche handfesten Beweise sind auch diese Anschuldigungen gegen die ungarische Regierung das Papier nicht
wert, auf dem sie gedruckt sind.

Wir hier im Europiischen Parlament sollten das ungarische Volk wieder mit Respekt behandeln und diese unsinnigen
Kleinkriege endlich beenden.

Adridn Vizquez Lizara (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, what we are discussing today, if true, we see again a
serious violation of democratic principles and the rule of law in the European Union. It is deeply alarming that the
Hungarian Government might be involved in illegal spying on our institutions and fact-finding bodies. This practice not
only jeopardises the security of our data and the integrity of the investigations of our institutions, but will also mean
that it will undermine the trust that we must have between Member States and our common institutions.

It is crucial that we can conduct investigations into fraud, corruption and any other illegal activity that impacts the
financial interests of the Union without obstruction. We cannot tolerate a government undermining these fundamental
principles that breaks the cornerstones of our union: mutual respect and cooperation. Without these, we have nothing.

And again and again, we see how Viktor Orbdn’s government shows that is untrustworthy. And it actually threatens
every European and Hungarian citizen’s rights. What sort of patriotism is this when you constantly breach fundamental
rights for political gains? That is why the Commission must take decisive action to protect the autonomy of our
institutions and to ensure that any acts of espionage are investigated, and punished if necessary.

Evin Incir (S&D). — Mr President, colleagues, the revelation of Hungary’s intelligence services spying on EU officials
undermines what little trust there is left between the collective EU Member States and the Hungarian regime nowadays.
It constitutes yet another direct assault on our common values.

This spying, including on OLAF investigators that were probing the misuse of EU funds, reflects a broader pattern in
Hungary, where the erosion of the rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights has become systematic. From the
misuse of spyware like Pegasus to laws targeting LGBTQI rights, the curbing of press freedom, the oppression of
minorities, these acts of espionage on EU officials are a continuation of Hungary’s transition into authoritarianism and
Orbdn’s transition into a fully-fledged dictator.
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These acts reaffirm the necessity to strengthen the EU rule of law mechanism and the rule of law report. Enough is
enough!

Harald Vilimsky (PfE). - Herr Prisident, meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren! Sie kennen vielleicht den weltber-
tihmten Film ,Und tiglich griit das Murmeltier”, wo eine Person in einer Zeitschleife gefangen ist und immer wieder
dasselbe erlebt. Ahnliches erleben wir hier in Strafburg, wo von Plenarsitzung zu Plenarsitzung die politische Linke, die
Griinen, die Kommunisten, die Sozialisten ihren Hass auf die ungarische Bevolkerung und die ungarische Regierung
ausleben. Dieses Mal ziehen sie unter Bezugnahme einer anonymen Quelle eine Sache heran, die mehr als zehn Jahre
zuriickliegt, aufgedeckt durch ein Magazin, das aus der George-Soros-Bubble finanziert wurde — Direkt36 —, ohne einen
Beweis zu nennen, dass irgendwelche Ungarn irgendwelche EU-Beamten ausspioniert hitten.

So geht es wirklich nicht. Dann wird hier eine Debatte zelebriert um den Ungarn zu schaden. Ich habe fast den
Verdacht, dass jemand aus der Open Society hier eingeschlafen ist, vor einem Agentenfilm vielleicht, irgendwo seinen
Mister-Evil-Aspekt erlebt hat und das niedergeschrieben hat, um hier auf die Ungarn loszugehen. So kann es wirklich
nicht gehen, und so miissen wir jemanden, der in der europiischen Volkerfamilie einen wiirdevollen Platz verdient und
der durch die Mehrheit der eigenen Bevolkerung auch die Unterstiitzung hat, hier nicht in einer Form dieser Art behan-
deln. Dazu kommt, dass wir eher darauf achten sollten, dass der Geheimdienst der Europiischen Union einer entspre-
chenden Kontrolle unterzogen wird und nicht noch weiter ausgebaut wird. Hier liegt vieles im Argen. Ich sehe in Ungarn
bei einer erfundenen Geschichte, die zehn Jahre zuriickliegt, iberhaupt nichts Schandliches.

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowni Paiistwo! Oczywistym jest, ze obowigzkiem
wszystkich parnstw czlonkowskich i stuzb Unii Europejskiej jest walka z wszelkimi przejawami defraudacji czy tez
nieprawidlowosci zwigzanych z wydatkowaniem $rodkéw unijnych. Dla mnie — dzisiaj europosta, kiedy$ ministra w
rzadzie Prawa i Sprawiedliwosci, w rzadzie, ktéry wydatkowat $rodki unijne w sposéb bardzo transparentny i bardzo
przejrzysty, a jednocze$nie byt obiektem nieustajacych atakéw, tak jak dzisiaj probuje si¢ w tej Izbie atakowal rzad
Orbdna.

Ja w pelni zgadzam si¢ z Panem Komisarzem, kiedy oddaje tutaj nalezne stowa uznania funkcjonariuszom OLAF-u,
bylem szefem resortu spraw wewnetrznych i administracji, oczywistym jest, ze z przejawem defraudacji przestepstw
nalezy walczy¢. Ale na Boga, szanowna lewa strono, rozliczcie si¢ chociaz raz. Afera Katargate, afera bylego komisarza
Reindersa. Nigdy w tej Izbie nie bylo debaty nad tymi nieprawidlowo$ciami, ktére sg przypisane do rzadéw tak zwanej
lewicy europejskiej. Natomiast jezeli premierem jest czy to Beata Szydlo, Mateusz Morawiecki, czy tak jak podczas tej
dzisiejszej debaty Victor Orbdn, no to padaja takie zarzuty, jakby si¢ Swiat walil. Ja nie wiem, czy Wegrzy podstuchiwali
stuzby tutaj, w Parlamencie Europejskim, wiem jedno: nie ma réwnowagi, nie ma przyzwoitoici w tej Izbie.

Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle (Renew). — Mr President, we have yet another debate about the Orbén
Government undermining the European Union, and it turns out that Orbdn has most likely been spying on the
European Anti-Fraud Office, which was investigating his abuse of EU taxpayers’ money through corruption and nepo-
tism.

Now, in a healthy system, there should be, at the very least, tough reactions from the other governments. But instead,
Hungary’s fellow members of the Council keep silent. What are we dealing with here? A group of adults keeping a clean
house together or school buddies that don't tell on each other?

As for the Commission, can the Commission give an advice on whether it is still safe for the EU agencies to operate in
Budapest, or to meet with the Hungarian authorities? Clarity must be given, and the Commission — yes, the Commission
is the relevant authority — must open an investigation into these allegations immediately.

The Council, under the leadership of Poland, should strongly support this action and if proven, espionage on the EU
must be dealt with swiftly and forcefully.

Daniel Freund (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, since Viktor Orbdn has taken power in Hungary, myster-
iously, his closest friends and family have become unbelievably rich — millionaires, sometimes even billionaires.
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And when now the extreme right here in the House uses a mix of what-aboutism or talking about other scandals, what
they're trying to hide is that there is a serious corruption problem in Hungary, and anyone that tries to do anything
about it or investigate is going to meet the full force of the Hungarian state.

Intelligence spying, we have seen it with OLAF. I myself have experienced it. In the middle of the election campaign for
the European elections, all of a sudden I have the cybersecurity of the European Parliament in my office who says that
there is an attack with the spying software Candiru on my accounts. And when you look at the list of governments that
are known clients of this software, well, it's China, Russia, and it's the Hungarian Government.

So this is nothing new, Commissioner. We need to protect our civil servants. We need to make sure that they have the
proper equipment, the proper training, so that we are not spied upon.

(The speaker declined to take a blue-card question from Arno Bausemer)

Katarina Roth Nevedalovd (NI). — ViZzeny pén predsedajtici, kolegovia, toto je zas takd nezmyselnd rozprava, ktord mé
v ndzve nieCo, ¢o vlastne ani nie je pravda. A zaujimavé je, Ze tu rozprdvame o nieCom, tvdrime sa, Ze to existuje,
pricom nie st Ziadne fakty. Nejaké dva medidlne domy alebo nejaké dve médid tu nieCo rozpravaji, pricom ani zZiadne
vySetrovanie nie je, ani teda ni¢ nie je na stole, a my sa tu tvirime v Eurépskom parlamente, Ze toto je akoze pravda?
Tak kolegovia, ddvajme si pozor na to, ¢o rozpravame. Ak by to naozaj bola pravda, ¢o to hovori o nasej vlastnej
bezpe¢nosti Eurdpskej tnie, o bezpecnosti nasich vlastnych systémov? Ak by naozaj takéto nieCo bolo mozné.
Obviniujeme tu ¢lensky 3tit. Teda rada by som povedala, pan kolega, ktory otviral tdto debatu, pin Wawrykiewicz. On
tu povedal doslova, Ze Orban je ako premiér ¢lenského statu Eurépskej tnie nepriatel zdpadného sveta a Eurdpskej tnie.
To je akoZe nieco, ¢o neviem, &i si tu vobec niekto z nds moze také nie¢o dovolit a uvedomme si, o ¢om tu my
rozprdvame. Nie st Ziadne fakty, Ziadne dokazy. Co by ten akoze Orban vyspionoval, keby uz naozaj $piénoval tych
Tudi, o ktorych vy tu rozprévate, Ze Co by sa tak dozvedel, viak? Spravy OLAF-u a vSetky tie informécie sii iplne verejné
a tie s vSetky zverejiované, takze ja neviem, ¢o by tym niekto takéto nieco ziskal. Cize my nie sme ani vysetrovatelia,
nie sme ani zdstupcovia tajnych sluzieb a rozpravat tu o takychto veciach ako faktoch je absolttne nesprdvne a myslim
si, Ze je to Uplne totdlny nezmysel a zas tu stracame ¢as v tomto parlamente.

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Herr Prisident! Abhoren, Aufzeichnung von Telefonaten, illegales Absaugen von Daten von
Dienstlaptops, Durchsuchung von Hotelzimmern — die kiirzlich verdffentlichten Vorwiirfe gegen den ungarischen
Geheimdienst wiegen schwer. Ausgerechnet Ermittler des Europdischen Amtes fiir Betrugsbekdmpfung OLAF, die sys-
tematische Verletzungen der Rechtsstaatlichkeit in Ungarn aufkldren sollten, sind demnach zur Zielscheibe geworden.
Bereits 2017 hat die ungarische Regierung die Pegasus-Software angekauft und gegen Oppositionelle, Journalisten und
Juristinnen eingesetzt.

Aufklirung und Konsequenzen wiren lingst notwendig. Die rechtlichen Instrumente, die den Einsatz von Spahsoftware
in Ungarn regeln, gehoren nach wie vor zu den schwichsten Bestimmungen in Europa. Der Untersuchungsausschuss hat
die Situation in den Mitgliedstaaten analysiert und konkrete Empfehlungen fiir einen Rechtsrahmen zum Schutz der
Biirgerinnen und Biirger vor unrechtmifSiger Abhorung vorgeschlagen. Bis heute freilich warten wir auf neue
Rechtsakte der Kommission. Die neue Kommission muss endlich das Problem angehen, um die Erosion von Rechtsstaa-
tlichkeit, Demokratie und Grundrechten zu stoppen. Unsere Biirgerinnen und Biirger miissen vor staatlicher Uberwa-
chung geschiitzt werden — in Ungarn genauso wie iiberall in Europa.

Annamdria Vicsek (PfE). — Tisztelt EInok Url Szdmtalan alkalommal voltunk tandi annak, hogy a baloldal a taldlgata-
sok, fake news, valamint nyilvdnvalé hazugsdgok alapjin tdmadja Magyarorszdagot az Eurépai Parlamentben. Tudjuk,
szivesen beszélnek itt az allitdlagos magyarorszagi korrupciordl, ezért én is egy ilyen példat hoztam.

Az elmuilt napokban ugyanis egy fontos magyar dllami intézmény vezetGjérdl deriilt ki, hogy stilyos korrupcids iigyben
érintett. De érdekes mddon errdl a baloldal és az eurdpai sajté is hallgat. Ezdttal éppenséggel Briisszel elGretolt hely6r-
ségének a parancsnoka az, aki ebben a korrupcids botrdnyban érintett, az Integritds Hatosdg vezetdje.
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Igen, mondhatndnk, hogy a magyar Reynders a gyantsitott, aki Briisszel megbizdsdbdl a korrupcidellenesség ostoraként
viselkedett. Aztdn kideriilt, hogy ugyanabban a cip6ben jdr, mint Reynders. Hiitlen kezeléssel és hivatali visszaéléssel
gyanusitjdk. Persze Briisszel Reynders szégyenteljes esetérdl is hallgat. Az az ember, aki évekig vddolta Magyarorszdgot
a jogéllamisdg megsértésével és korrupcival, most biintet8eljaras alatt dll korrupci6 és pénzmosds vadjaval.

Magyarorszdg folyamatosan az eurépai demokracia kettds mércéjének elszenveddje, amit mds tagéllamnak szé nélkil
elnéznek, Magyarorszdgot azért a keresztre feszitik. Nem kabaréba ill§ ez a kettds mérce, kedves képviselGtarsaim?

(A felszdlal6 hajlando vdlaszolni tobb kékkdrtyds kérdésre)

Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle (Renew), blue-card question. — Thank you, colleague, for your intervention.
What I don’t understand is, why are you so afraid for an investigation? If it’s innocent, if there’s nothing to prove, if
there’s nothing wrong, you should be the first one asking for an investigation, because the person who has nothing to
hide is never afraid for an investigation at the hands of the competent authorities.

Annamdria Vicsek (PfE), blue-card answer. — We are saying, 'who does something wrong has to be investigated’. But is
this really the only problem in the European Union? Is Hungary the only problem in the EU? I think all the countries —
especially Germany, Poland, everybody has a problem. Why don’t you investigate that?

Daniel Freund (Verts/ALE), blue-card question. — Colleague, you said that the director of the Integrity Authority had
been selected by Brussels. I don’t know if you're not aware, but the selection procedure was entirely run by the
Hungarian Government, who appointed this director. You are saying this is somehow a Brussels plot, that someone
who you yourself, or your government, selected.

And then the second question: it seems that in that investigation in his office, you've collected all kinds of documents on
corruption cases that are unrelated to the director. Does this not rather look like interference in the supposedly inde-
pendent work of this authority?

Annamadria Vicsek (PfE), blue-card answer. — (Start of speech off mic) ... the interference in independence, 1 have seen
enough here in Brussels. This is my first term as an MEP, and for the last half year I have seen more shameful democ-
racy in this House than anywhere else before.

Fabienne Keller (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire — cher Piotr Serafin —, Monsieur le
Ministre, chers collegues, nous y voila de nouveau. Apres l'utilisation de Pegasus par la Hongrie, nous passons un cran
au-dessus. Depuis décembre, nous sommes confrontés a de nouvelles suspicions d’espionnage par la Hongrie.

Des membres de 'OLAF auraient été suivis et mis sur écoute lors d'une enquéte sur d’éventuels détournements de fonds
européens par la Hongrie. Les informations révélées sont tres préoccupantes, et toute la lumiere doit étre faite sur cette
affaire. Nous ne pouvons, chers collegues, tolérer de tels agissements de la part d'un Etat membre vis-a-vis de nos
institutions. Un Etat, qui plus est, qui occupait la présidence du Conseil de I'Union européenne au moment des révéla-
tions.

Cette affaire démontre deux choses: d’'une part, la fébrilité du gouvernement hongrois concernant son utilisation des
fonds européens. Pourquoi, en effet — comme l'a trés bien dit a l'instant ma collegue de mon groupe, Renew Europe,
Raquel Garcia Hermida-Van Der Walle —, surveiller des enquéteurs de 'OLAF quand on n'a rien a se reprocher? D'autre
part, Monsieur le Commissaire, cela démontre combien le mécanisme de conditionnalité des fonds européens au respect
de T'état de droit est nécessaire, combien cet outil est puissant.

N'hésitons donc plus a le mettre en ceuvre!

Erné Schaller-Baross (PfE). — Tisztelt Elnok Ur! Kiemelt figyelemmel Freund dr, aki tgy litom, hogy josnének dllt, de
errd] talan késGbb.

Tehdt gyengélkedik az eurépai gazdasdg, az eurdpai dontéshozék nem taldlnak megolddst a tomeges migrdcira. A
német baloldali szovetségi kormdny is emberek millidit engedte be Eur6pdba.
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Nyugat-Eurépdban a kulturdlis integrdcié teljes hidnydban a bevdndorlds szétfesziti a tdrsadalmakat. Eurépa veszit a
globdlis versenyképességébdl. Ukrajndban egy szornyd haboru ddal.

Es mit litunk ma? Ebben a Hizban birodalmi testtartast vesz fel egy baloldali paktumelit. Onok. Es egy forrasmegjelolést
nélkiiloz6 Gjsdgcikkre, Soros Gyorgy dltal finanszirozva, a sirdobdlds kell6s kozepén, egy sokadik Magyarorszdg-vitat
kezdeményez ebben a Hazban. Igen, Onok mar megint. Mi lesz legkozelebb? Tenyérb6l olvas, vagy lednti magat halvér-
rel?

Onck azt hiszik, hogy elterelhetik az eurépai emberek figyelmét, de ezzel annyit érnek el, hogy Olaszorszdg,
Magyarorszdg, Hollandia, az Egyesiilt Allamok és sorolhatndm még utdn tovdbbi vereségeket fognak elszenvedni.
Legkozelebb Németorszdgban a szovetségi valasztasokon.

Moritz Korner (Renew). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, verehrter Herr Kommissar! Wir diskutieren
nach dem Pegasus-Skandal iiber den ndchsten Skandal — jetzt hat die ungarische Regierung offenbar EU-Institutionen
ausgespdht. Und wie antworten hier Fidesz und Co. darauf? Also es gdbe da iiberhaupt keine staatsanwaltschaftliche
Ermittlung. Ja, was fiur ein Wunder! In einem Land, wo man den Rechtsstaat komplett kaputt gemacht hat, wo die
Staatsanwaltschaft nicht mehr unabhingig ist, die ermitteln da gar nicht — ja, Wahnsinn. Also das Schnellste, was ich
doch dann machen wiirde, wenn ich auch an guten Verhiltnissen in der Europdischen Union interessiert wire, wire
doch, dass ich sofort alle Ermittler zu mir ins Land holen wiirde, vollige Transparenz zeigen wiirde — ist nicht der Fall.

Ich wiirde z. B. auch Teil der Europdischen Staatsanwaltschaft werden — die konnte das ndmlich wirklich ermitteln. Dann
hat die Kollegin hier eben gesagt, bei anderen Lindern schauen sie nicht hin. Doch! Die sind Teil der Europdischen
Staatsanwaltschaft, und da wird ermittelt, wenn so etwas stattfindet. Das ist wirklich die Hohe, was hier stattfindet.

Und ich muss es ganz ehrlich sagen, auch an die Kommission: Wenn ich diese Berichte sehen wiirde, dann wiirde ich
mal agieren und endlich auch mal handeln. Das muss auch tatsichlich stattfinden.

Andrés Ldszl6 (PfE). — Tisztelt Elnok Ur! Minden bizonyiték nélkiil azt feltételezik egy balos Gjsgcikkben, hogy valami
szabalytalansdg torténhetett Magyarorszagon, és az Eurdpai Parlamentben rogton plendris vitdt szerveznek réla. Ha ez
onmagdban nem lenne elég abszurd, akkor a témavdlasztds végképp az.

Megfigyelték-e a magyar szolgdlatok az Eurdpai Csalds Elleni Hivatal, az OLAF tevékenységét? Ezt nem tudom, de én, én
figyeltem az OLAF tevékenységét és mds EU-s intézményekét, hogy hogyan lépnek fel a csalds ellen.

El8szor is ott van példdul az eurdpai parlamenti szocialistdk korrupcids botrdnya, a Qatargate. Tudjdk, mit deritett fel az
OLAF? Semmit.

Tovabbra sincsenek meg Ursula von der Leyen sms-ei a Pfizer-iigybdl. Egy tobb tizmillidrd eurds kozbeszerzésr6l van
sz6. Tudjak, mit deritett fel az OLAF? Semmit.

Hosszl évek utdn pénzmosdson kaptdk a liberdlis Didier Reynders volt igazsdgiigyért felelGs biztost. Honnan jott a pénz?
Mekkora 6sszegrdl van sz6? Csupa érdekes kérdés. Tudjdk mit szedett Ossze az iigyrél az OLAF? Semmit.

Ha a legnagyobb briisszeli korrupcids botranyokat vagy csaldsi iigyeket nézziik, az OLAF olyan, mintha nem is lenne.
Hogy ilyenkor mégis mit csindl az OLAF? Valaki végre kiderithetné, mert igény az volna ra.

Vystilpenia na zdklade prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefiores del Consejo y de la Comisién, debatimos sobre
Hungria de nuevo. Puede que hablemos de los incumplimientos de la sentencia del Tribunal de Justicia de la Unién
Europea; puede que hablemos del desprecio sistemdtico, perseverante y pertinaz al Derecho europeo; puede que hable-
mos del incumplimiento de las obligaciones que corresponden a todos los Estados miembros en el Pacto sobre
Migracién y Asilo; puede que hablemos de Pegasus, o puede que hablemos del espionaje a funcionarios de la OLAF,
una oficina de la Unién Europea cuyas investigaciones merecen respeto.

ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/0j 109/148


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

EN 0J C, 9.10.2025

Lo que quiera que sea pone de manifiesto que Hungria incumple sus obligaciones con respecto al Derecho europeo, a la
transparencia y, por tanto, a la cooperacion leal —que es un mandato del articulo 4 del Tratado de la Unién Europea
para las instituciones europeas—, ademds de, por supuesto, al imperio de la ley, es decir, la sujecién a la legalidad que
vincula a todos los Estados miembros como regla de pertenencia a este club, que no es solamente de derechos, sino
también de obligaciones relativas al Derecho europeo.

Grzegorz Braun (NI). — Mr President, God bless Hungary. You never produced any evidence, but let's suppose it’s true
that Hungarian secret services investigated and spied on Euro cohorts, then good for them. Euro cohorts, your organisa-
tion is a hostile one; you're an enemy.

So I hope every serious state, every serious country, would recommend its secret services to spy on you. I hope they do.
Let's say I envy Hungarians that they have a serious government representing their interests.

That you, yourselves— the European Commission, the majority of this House — are putting in danger with your Green
Deal, Blue Deal, rainbow deal, immigration pact, warmongering. So more spying, more spying on the European Union
as an enemy of free people.

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI). - Domnule presedinte, as fi vrut sd vad aici o anchetd impotriva Ursulei von der Leyen
si a acelor vaccinuri cu care ati ucis oameni in pandemie. As fi vrut si vid aici o anchetd a doamnei comisar Kyriakides,
care a fost prinsd cu vreo 4 milioane de euro in casi. As fi vrut si vid aici anchetele pentru fraudele pe care organismele
Uniunii Europene le-au ficut in Romania, de unde ati furat toate resursele si ne-ati indepartat toti romanii. Jumitate din
Romania sunt alungati de voi. De 17 ani suntem in Uniunea Europeand si ne-ati sdricit! Ne-ati mdiceldrit! Ne-ati
omorat 65 000 de romani si i-ati aruncat in saci negri de plastic in plandemie!

Nu mai avem spitale, nu mai avem mancare, nu mai avem nimic, decat sdricie! $i dumneavoastra il acuzati pe Orban de
servicii secrete, cand serviciile secrete ale Uniunii Europene ne inregistreazd nonstop pe noi, parlamentarii si pe toti
angajatii si suntem filmati nonstop? Nu vi e rusine, sincer!

(Koniec vysttipeni na zdklade prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky)

Piotr Serafin, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you for this debate and all your
interventions. First of all I would like to welcome — because I have heard in many of your interventions — support for
the European Parliament in safeguarding staff members of all EU institutions and of all EU bodies from espionage in all
its forms. That is very important for our staff. It's very important also for the Commission.

Secondly, I also wanted to welcome the support of the European Parliament for the work of OLAF. I already expressed
my gratitude to those EU investigators who were involved in the specific case which we were referring to today. But
indeed, we owe thanks to all of them who are engaged in the protection of the financial interests of the EU. And when
they carry out their investigations, they don’t do it against Hungarian people, Polish people or German people. They do
it to protect our common financial resources and to make it impossible that the EU resources are being misused, and
that there is fraud, corruption and conflict of interest. That is their job and that's what they are doing in the best
possible way.

Finally, I would like to stress that the protection of the EU’s financial interests is and will remain a priority for the
Commission, also in the future. Some of you were referring to the process of the future MFF — conditionality, the rule of
law will remain strongly embedded in that future MFF, and we will also continue to advance our efforts to strengthen
the EU anti-fraud architecture.

And finally I have heard many referring to topics, challenges that are in front of the EU. I can broadly agree with the list
of challenges with which we are confronted, but I believe that that list would not be completed if it didn't also include
the rule of law and the protection of taxpayers’ money.

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Commissioner, as I mentioned
previously, it is important that all EU institutions reaffirm their unwavering commitment to safeguarding the fundamen-
tal rights of all individuals across the European Union. Transparency and accountability are essential to maintaining
trust. It is the foundation of good governance and democratic processes, and a guiding tenet of the Council’s work. It
is therefore reassuring to see that these principles are a central concern of this House as well.
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Predsedajiici . — Tito rozprava sa skondila.

12. Need for actions to address the continued oppression and fake elections in Belarus

(debate)

Predsedajici . — Dalsim bodom programu st vyhldsenia Rady a Komisie o potrebe opatreni na riesenie pokracujticeho
ttlaku a falosnych volieb v Bielorusku (2024/3014(RSP)).

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members of the European Parliament, Mr
Commissioner, I reaffirm the EU’s steadfast commitment to support the Belarusian people in their pursuit of a free,
democratic, sovereign and independent country. Our policy towards Belarus is firmly rooted in the Council Conclusions
of February 2024 and October 2020.

Following the fraudulent presidential elections of August 2020, which were neither free nor fair, the EU has consistently
condemned the persecution and intimidation campaigns against all segments of Belarusian society by the Lukashenka
regime, including human rights defenders, journalists, independent trade unionists, civil society representatives and
persons belonging to national minorities. We have persistently called for the immediate and unconditional release of
all political prisoners and reiterated our commitment to hold those responsible for human rights violations and abuses
to account. Some of the detainees have life-threatening conditions and require urgent medical assistance. Such treatment
of prisoners and detainees is in violation of international law and Belarus’s own commitments. We are particularly
concerned about the situation of Dzianis Salmanovich, who, after a medical operation last year, has been kept in solitary
confinement. We urge that he be released immediately on humanitarian grounds.

Belarusian sovereignty and identity are increasingly under threat. In addition to wide-scale domestic repression, the
Belarusian regime has been complicit in Russia’s illegal war of aggression against Ukraine. Besides political, military
and logistical support, it has contributed to the illegal deportation of Ukrainian children from the territories of
Ukraine temporarily occupied by Russia. Since 2021 the regime has also orchestrated hybrid attacks at the EU’s external
border, including the instrumentalisation of migrants, in complicity with Russia for political purposes. To address those
violations, the EU has implemented several rounds of targeted sanctions, both individual and sectoral, aimed at holding
accountable those responsible for repression and human rights abuses.

Honourable Members, in line with the EU’s gradual approach, the EU stands ready to take further restrictive and targeted
measures as long as the Belarusian authorities continue this action. In addition to sanctions, the EU continues to provide
meaningful support to Belarusian civil society, independent media and human rights defenders. The EU supports and
commends the efforts of the Belarusian democratic forces and civil society. Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya will meet with EU
foreign ministers ahead of the Foreign Affairs Council on Sunday, the same day as the so-called presidential election in
Belarus. This meeting will provide an opportunity to send a clear message of solidarity to Belarusian people who strive
for a free, democratic, sovereign and independent Belarus as a part of the European family.

The European Union remains united in its determination to stand alongside the Belarusian people in their fight for
freedom. We will persist in applying pressure on the regime while supporting those working towards a better future
for Belarus.

Andrius Kubilius, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, dear colleagues, dear honourable Members of the
European Parliament, for me, it's the first time to come back here to this position in a new capacity, so it's emotional,
but of course, it’s also very close to my heart to speak about the situation in Belarus.
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The ongoing repression, arbitrary detentions and widespread human rights violations, as well as restrictions on any
genuine political participation and lack of credible opposition candidates, clearly do not provide the context for free
and fair elections in Belarus. The so-called presidential elections on 26 January are not an exercise in democracy, but
rather a facade orchestrated by the Lukashenka regime to cling to power. The regime decision not to timely invite the
OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights to observe the elections, in full contradiction with its
international commitments, is yet another proof of the total absence of credibility of the electoral process in Belarus.

Honourable Members, the situation in Belarus is alarming. More than 1 200 political prisoners still remain behind bars
in appalling conditions, with many of them being denied any contact with the outside world. Many brave individuals
who dared to dream of a free Belarus have been silenced, exiled or forced into hiding. Civil society organisations and
independent media have all been dismantled. Since the fraudulent elections of August 2020, tens of thousands of
Belarusians have faced brutal repression, arbitrary arrests, torture and even death. Belarusians have seen their dictator
becoming the accomplice in a war that they do not support, gradually giving up the country’s sovereignty, prosperity
and identity under the pressure of Russia.

In response, the European Union has taken decisive measures to isolate the regime and support Belarusian people. In
December, we adopted the latest package of sanctions on Belarus, targeting those responsible for human rights viola-
tions against the Belarusian people.

The EU has also continued to raise awareness on the situation of political prisoners and urge their immediate and
unconditional release. We are standing together with the suffering heroes of the Belarusian fight for democracy,
Siarhei Tsikhanouski, Maria Kalesnikava, Viktar Babaryka, Andrzej Poczobut and Ales Bialiatski, and hundreds of others.

Last year, the European Union launched a dedicated dialogue with democratic forces and Belarusian civil society, led by
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya. We have opened doors to Belarusians fleeing persecution. Over 400 000 now live in the
European Union. We are supporting efforts to achieve justice, leading the work on resolutions at the Human Rights
Council, and we are supporting the International Accountability Platform for Belarus.

In December, we have reaffirmed our commitment with a new contribution of EUR 30 million for the people of
Belarus. This brings our overall support to EUR 170 million since 2020, and when Belarus will embark on a democratic
transition, the European Union stands ready to provide support to stabilise its economy and reform its institutions,
through a comprehensive plan of economic support of up to EUR 3 billion. Through the Belarus Days organised in
December, the European Union has sent a powerful message of support to the Belarusian people and their democratic
aspirations.

Honourable Members, we will continue to be united and determined in exercising pressure on the regime and demand-
ing justice for the crimes committed. We will also continue our solidarity with Belarusian society, including by welcom-
ing Belarusian citizens, especially youth and students, to the European Union. We will work together with the European
Parliament and other public and non-governmental organisations to help the people of Belarus realise their rightful
place as a free and democratic nation in a peaceful Europe.

PRESIDE: ESTEBAN GONZALEZ PONS

Vicepresidente

Ondfej Kold¥, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, four years ago,
Aliaksandr Lukashenka stole the election from the Belarusian people and proclaimed himself a president for the sixth
time. Since then, the repressions against his own people have hardened. The regime brutally suppressed all protests.
Freedoms which we enjoy and are used to in our society simply ceased to exist in Belarus.
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Many of Lukashenka’s opponents had to leave the country. Those who didn’t ended up behind bars, tortured and
deprived of their basic rights. Some have even disappeared. Lukashenka has made Belarus a puppet state completely in
the hands of Russia’s barbaric regime, which abuses Belarus in many ways, including its brutal war against Ukraine and
hybrid pressure on the European Union.

And I am more than sure that Lukashenka will steal the election — if we may call it so — again this week. We all know
that, yet we have been unable to find ways how to counter this. We've been unable to find ways how to help those
Belarusians who want to live in freedom. And we need to change that.

We must impose effective sanctions on the Belarusian regime and companies, and prevent their circumvention, we must
find effective visa policies that would help those who are unsafe in Belarus, and much more. Please let the tabled
resolution be a guidebook on what needs to be done.

Tobias Cremer, on behalf of the SED Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, imagine a country where a strongman was
about to enter his fourth decade of absolute rule while grooming his own son to become his successor. To be honest, to
me this sounds much more like a medieval monarchy than 21st century Europe. But here we are.

Aleksander Lukashenka, widely known as Europe’s last dictator — at least until Putin vied for that title — is now prepar-
ing for another sham election to secure his seventh term in office. But let’s be clear: this is no election worthy of its
name. Instead, with unparalleled suppression, with arbitrary imprisonment of political opponents and with an oligarchic
regime that makes the Ancien Régime look almost progressive, Lukashenka is dragging his country further back into the
dark ages.

Yet there is one key weakness. Whereas medieval kings could have invoked the divine to justify their rule, Lukashenka
has nothing but Vladimir Putin. Already at the last election in 2021, a majority of Belarusians defied the repressions,
defied disinformation and voted for Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya as their President. They took to the streets in their tens of
thousands to fight for their European future, and it was only thanks to Putin’s tanks that Lukashenko could cling on to
power. This is why today both Lukashenko and Putin are terrified of the Belarusian people, and they are right to be so,
because no propaganda, no intimidation and no gun barrel can extinguish the Belarusian people’s thirst for freedom.

And this is why we have this resolution here. This is why we show our solidarity. This is why we call for the immediate
and unconditional release of all 1 250 political prisoners, and, finally, for free and fair elections. Because, colleagues,
Belarusians are not the Kremlin’s serfs; Belarusians are a proud European people and their rightful place is here among
us, the free societies of Europe, and in the 21st century.

Malgorzata Gosiewska, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowni Pafstwo! Antywybory organizowane
przez rezim Lukaszenki to cyniczna farsa, ktéra ma na celu wzmocnienie jego wladzy. Europa nie moze by¢ bierna.
Musimy dziata¢ zdecydowanie i wysyla¢ jasny komunikat. Nie bedziemy tolerowaé rezimu, ktéry depcze prawa czlo-
wieka i podstawowe wartoci demokratyczne.

Po pierwsze, powinni$my rozmawiaé z rezimem jezykiem ultimatum. Koniec pétsrodkéw, koniec kompromisdw.
Sankcje powinny by¢ skierowane do kluczowych sektoréw gospodarki, ktére wspieraja rezim: eksport nawozéw, pro-
duktéw naftowych i innych zasobéw. Powinny réwniez objaé firmy europejskie dzialajace na Bialorusi. Mamy takie.
Odetnijmy tez rezim od migdzynarodowych transakgji finansowych. Réwnocze$nie musimy zawiesi¢ nad Lukaszenks i
jego otoczeniem miecz Damoklesa, Miedzynarodowego Trybunatu Karnego. To, co si¢ dzieje na Bialorusi, to nie tylko
naruszanie praw czlowieka, to zbrodnie przeciw ludzkosci.

Po drugie, musimy wesprze¢ sity demokratyczne, ktdére sa prawdziwymi reprezentantami narodu biatoruskiego.
Wspdlpraca z nimi to nie tylko kwestia moralna, ale i strategiczna. To pokazanie, ze Europa wspiera tych, kt6rzy walczg
o wolnos¢ i godnos¢. Musimy jasno oddzieli¢ rezim od narodu. Lukaszenka nie jest Bialorusig, a jego rezim nie repre-
zentuje jej obywateli.

Szanowni Pafistwo! Europa musi by¢ bastionem demokracji i obrofica praw czlowieka. Jesli zignorujemy cierpienie
Bialorusindw, zdradzimy warto$ci, na ktérych zbudowany jest cywilizowany $wiat. Zywie Bielarus!
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Helmut Brandstitter, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, it's 31 years that this dictator, this
ruthless dictator, imprisons and tortures his opponents. He brutally represses the public and hands over his country to
the Kremlin. By the way, it’s interesting there are no Patriots here, no Patriots speaking. Why? Because they are Putin’s
propagandists. They wouldn’t be critical to Lukashenka because they are all in one camp. It's not a patriotic camp. It’s a
camp against Europe.

It's hard for us, for Europeans, to imagine what is really happening in Belarus. But it's a terrible reality every day for
these people. They are fellow Europeans. They deserve what we have — a free country, freedom. Every vote counts, and
now Lukashenka wants to steal another election. But he’s not a president. He’s illegitimate. He’s a criminal, and he
belongs at a tribunal.

We are on the side of the freedom-loving people in Belarus, of the strong opposition, the Belarusian democratic forces,
and with Ms Tsikhanouskaya, who was here with us. We will work together. She’s very optimistic. I can only say Zhyve
Belarus!

Martin$ Stakis, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues every day 1 500 political
prisoners in Belarus — teachers, students, journalists, parents, wake up in the cells not for crimes, but for daring to
dream of freedom. Among them Dzmitry Kuchuk, leader of the dissolved Belarusian Green Party, sentenced for six
years in prison simply for standing up for his beliefs.

Since the stolen elections of 2020, the Lukashenka regime has turned Belarus into a prison, crushing dissent with
torture, blackmail and fear. Here’s what we must do: hit the regime where it hurts and target Belarus' lifeline, its
economy. Sanction potash, oil and other key exports, close every loophole that fills Lukashenka’s coffers, crush enablers
and hold these cronies accountable, freeze their assets, deny them visas, and support the Belarusian people — fund
independent media, human rights defenders and activists, and support the families of political prisoners. Europe must
fund humanitarian aid and offer asylum to families who flee persecution. If we fail to act decisively, we send a green
light to every dictator watching. Please support this resolution — and Zhyve Belarus.

Jonas Sjostedt, for The Left gruppen. — Herr talman! Kollegor! Den 26 januari gir Belarus till val. Valet sker mot bak-
grund av en valdsam repression i landet. I belarusiska fingelser sitter ledande foretradare for oppositionen fingslade,
andra dr i landsflykt.

Belarus saknar fria medier och moétes- och organisationsfrihet. Forutsittningarna for fria val saknas helt. Lukasjenko,
landets de facto diktator, vet att han inte skulle vinna ett fritt och rittvist val.

Den belarusiska oppositionen fortsitter sitt modiga arbete for demokrati och for att landet inte ska slukas av Ryssland.
Det 4r oppositionen som dr hoppet om frihet och demokrati, aktivisterna i méanniskorattsorganisationen Viasna, de som
organiserar fria fackforeningar, de som sitter i fangelse for att de kraver verkliga fria val. Det dr de som bir pé 16ftet om
en battre framtid for Belarus.

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Gerbiamas posédzio pirmininke, gerbiamas Andriau Kubiliau, mano drauge,
man malonu tave pasveikinti. Linkiu, nuoSirdZiai linkiu didelés, didelés sékmés. Baltarusija jau virs 30 mety valdoma
autokratinio, sovietinio stiliaus Aleksandro LukaSenkos rezimo. Jeigu prie§ 2020 m. rinkimus daug Zzmoniy tikéjo, kad
Baltarusijoje pagaliau ateis permainy véjai, tai $iy mety sausio 26 d. parodomieji rinkimai, deja, nieko nezada naujo.
Visiskai uzgniauZes bet kokia opozicija ir bet kokia nepriklausoma mintj, reZimas taip bando save ir vél tiktai jtikinti,
legitimizuoti. Nemanau, kad LukaSenkos rezimas yra toks stiprus, kaip gali atrodyti i§ iSorés. Jis laikosi tik Rusijos
subsidijy pagalba. Jis yra kaip milZinas molinémis kojomis, kurios gali bet kuriuo metu subyréti. Faktiskai Baltarusija
yra perleidusi savo suverenitety Rusijai, todél tie mechanizmai, kuriuos dabar tvirtiname, sankcijos, visa kita, manau,
vienu ar kitu metu suveiks. TaCiau manau, kad tiesiausias ir greiCiausias kelias padéti Baltarusijai — didinti visapusiska
jtaka Baltarusijos visuomenei, palaikyti ir paremti nevyriausybinj sektoriy ir opozicija ir déti pastangas islaisvinti
Baltarusijos politinius kalinius. Neatmes¢iau ir kaliniy diplomatiniu bdu pasikeitimo, kaip buvo padaryta su Putino
rezimu. Tokia versija baty... (posédZio pirmininkas i§ kalbétojo atima Zodj)
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Michal Kobosko (Renew). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Szanowni Paristwo! Ciesze sig, ze takze moja inicjatywa, by powaz-
nie porozmawiaé na temat Bialorusi na sesji plenarnej, zostala przyjeta. Unia Europejska musi dzi§ jasno zadeklarowad,
ze te tak zwane wybory nie bedg uznane przez spotecznoé¢ migdzynarodowa. Zadna decyzja podejmowana w cieniu
represji, przemocy i falszerstw nie moze by¢ uznana za wolg¢ narodu. Nie musimy czekaé¢ do wyniku wyboréw, od
poczatku nie majg nic wspélnego z demokracjg.

Rozwigzaniem nie jest jednak oczekiwanie na odejScie, na $mier¢ Lukaszenki czy Putina. To nie rozwigze problemu.
Musimy dzialal wspierajac bialoruska opozycje, niezalezne media, takie jak telewizja Bielsat, oraz mlode pokolenie
Bialorusindw marzace o demokracji. Mysle¢ o zrgbach przyszlego panstwa prawa na Bialorusi.

I ostatnia rzecz. Bialorusini patrza na Ukraincéw, czerpigc z nich przyklad. Kazdy sukces Ukrainy jest nadzieja dla
Bialorusi. Bialorus, tak jak Ukraina, nie jest skazana na Rosj¢. To, ze jest to mozliwe historycznie, pokazal przyklad
Polski. Nie mozemy by¢ tylko obserwatorami. Sankcje musza dzialaé, a nasza solidarno$¢ musi by¢ jasno i twardo
wyrazona. Zywie Bietarus!

Leila Chaibi (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, je veux vous parler d’Aleksandr larochouk, un syndi-
caliste emprisonné en Biélorussie. Son seul crime est de s'opposer pacifiquement au régime de Loukachenko. En prison,
Aleksandr n’a le droit de voir sa femme qu'une fois par an. Il ne sort de sa cellule que quelques jours, quelques minutes
par jour. En tant qu'ennemi du régime, sa sentence peut étre étendue sans aucune raison. En Biélorussie, on sait quand
on rentre en prison, mais on ne sait pas quand on en sort.

C'est Maksim Pazniakou, un syndicaliste en exil, qui m'a raconté tout cela. Il m'a raconté la maniére dont le régime
écrasait la voix des travailleurs, dans un pays ou les syndicats indépendants sont interdits depuis 2022. Vous n'avez pas
le choix: soit vous signez pour le seul syndicat autorisé, marionnette politique de Loukachenko, soit vous acceptez de
vivre dans la terreur et I'oppression.

Pour Aleksandr, Maksim et pour tous les autres, I'Europe doit réagir. Chers collégues, il est urgent de prendre des
sanctions contre la Fédération des syndicats de Biélorussie et, d’abord, d’exiger la libération des 1 200 prisonniers poli-
tiques. La Biélorussie libre nous regarde. Soyons au rendez-vous!

NikoAaog Avadidtng (NI). — Kupie Tpoedpe, elyopar kahr kar euhoynuévn xpovia. Exppaloupie guotkd v alnleyyln pag
mpog tov Aad ¢ Aeukopwoiag otrv mopeia Tou yia T Siekdiknon tov Snpokpatikev eAevdepiov tou. Katadkaloupe kade
npoonddeld Tou KaVEoTATOC AOUKAOEVKO yia voUeia TG ekhoyikrs Siadikaciag Hécw amoKAEIOHOV KaL anayopeuoewy TONTIKGY
avumdhwv. Opeg ot euponaikol deopol Sev aviédpacay oty avudnuokpatikr, mapdAoyn akupoT Tev TPOEdPIKGY ekhoydY
ot Poupavia. Aev oefaotnkav to dnpokpatikd ekhoykd anotéleopa ot Fewpyia oUte Tic emdupieg Tou yewpytavol Aaol. Aev
epappolouv kupwoels evavtiov g Toupkiag avaloyes pe auteg mou mpénel va emfalhovy ot Asukopooia. H Eupenaikn
Evoon avudpa yia T Agukopwaoia, Opeg dev cuykiveltal, Omeg @aivetat, otov ido fadpd amd tg yhiades divEes kot
@ulakioelg TOUpKkeV Kal KOUpdwv avtippovolviwy, dnpoctoypagoy kat moltikav and to kadeotws Epvroyav. H Euponaik
Evwon Sev avnouyel ko Sev ouykwveltaw amd v enektatkn molMukn g Toupkiag evavtiov dUo kpatov peAGv —Tng
Kkateyopevg Kimpou kat e anethovpevig pe casus belli EAMadac.

David McAllister (PPE). — Mr President, dear Commissioner Kubilius, ladies and gentlemen, as a number of speakers
previously have already pointed out, it is actually for the seventh time that Belarus is staging the ritual of electing Mr
Lukashenka as President, in a climate of fear and repression against free media, civil society and genuine opposition.
Over 1 300 political prisoners — including nearly all of Lukashenka’s former rivals — remain imprisoned for challenging
the fraudulent 2020 elections. Opposition has been eradicated and Belarusians abroad have been robbed of their voting

rights.

And still, hope is not lost. Belarusian democratic forces, led by Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, continue their tireless fight for
freedom. I recall her words in this House: 'the EU, from Lisbon to Minsk, is a nightmare for Putin, but for us it’s a reality
we strive to live in’.

The European Union needs to act as a multiplier of these efforts. On the one hand, we will financially and politically
support the democratic forces. On the other hand, we will put Lukashenka and his henchmen under even stricter
sanctions by mirroring those adopted against Russia.
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Francisco Assis (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, o regime bielorrusso é um regime fantoche que se
presta a servir, de forma canina, a narrativa imperialista de Putin. Daqui a uns dias, realizar-se-4 uma nova farsa eleitoral
para que o ditador Lukashenko se perpetue no poder.

A Unido Europeia ndo pode deixar o mundo esquecer os opositores politicos que enchem as prisdes da Bielorrissia, a
comecar por Mikalai Khilo, detido hd quase um ano sob a acusagdo de ter insultado o ditador. Este funciondrio da
delegagio da Unido Europeia na Bielorrassia foi, hd dias, condenado a quatro anos de cadeia. Ele continua a ser funcio-
ndrio da Unido Europeia. E preciso apoid-lo, bem como a sua familia. E preciso que a sua prisdo tenha consequéncias.

A oposicdo tem apelado a que a populacio se revolte. Nas elei¢des de 2020, o povo foi para as ruas exprimir a sua
revolta e o regime tremeu, mas a repressdo violenta apoiada pela Russia levou a melhor. O regime de Lukashenko néo
existe fora da sua osmose com o regime de Putin.

E, por isso mesmo, enfraquecer Putin é enfraquecer, irremediavelmente, Lukashenko e criar uma oportunidade para os
bielorrussos se livrarem desta terrivel ditadura.

Gheorghe Piperea (ECR). - Domnule presedinte, pe buni dreptate, regimurile politice din Venezuela, Rusia si China,
bineinteles si Belarus, sunt de condamnat. Sunt de condamnat pentru cd sunt totalitare. Considerdm sefii acestor state,
dictatori eternizati la putere. Premiem dizidentii care li se opun. insi in UE dizidentii sunt stampilati extremisti si tinuti
la distantd de procesele decizionale prin cordonul sanitar.

In Uniunea Europeani anulim alegerile dacd nu ne convine rezultatul pe baza probelor de la serviciile secrete si ne
prefacem apoi cd in acest fel apirdm democratia si libertatea. Cum ne face asta diferiti de regimurile lui Lukasenko si
Maduro? Din fericire, poporul a perceput minciuna. Peste 100 000 de oameni au manifestat pe strizile Bucurestilor in
data de 12 ianuarie, cerdnd democratie si libertate.

Democratia nu este un privilegiu, este un drept. Uniunea Europeand va pierde increderea cetidtenilor si a lumii dacd va
continua sarada scutului democratic european. Nu vom permite asta!

Per Clausen (The Left). — Hr. formand! Belarus’ despotiske leder, Aleksandr Lukasjenko, ger sig pd sendag klar til
endnu engang at stjele et valg. I cirka 30 dr har han med hdrd hind styret Belarus, og selvom der har veret flere
valg, har ingen veeret fri eller fair, og pd sendag bliver det en gentagelse. Vi s& 1 2020, hvordan opposition, civilsamfund
og pressen — alle, der turde sige ham imod — risikerer at ende som politiske fanger. Det er derfor vigtigt, at vi stetter
oppositionen i Belarus. Det handler om at stgtte de mennesker, der kemper for lenmodtagerrettigheder, dem, der
kaemper for frie fagforeninger. Det er ting, som massivt undertrykkes. Det handler ogsd om kvinde- og LGBT+-rettigh-
eder, som undertrykkes, som de gor alle steder, hvor den ekstreme hgjreflgj har magten. Det er ogsé vigtigt at stette den
kamp. Vi skal give asyl til de desertorer, der kommer fra Belarus, fordi de frygter at blive en del af Ruslands krig mod
Ukraine. Kort og godt. Vi har sagt mange ting. Nu er tiden kommet til handling.

Milan Mazurek (NI). — Vdzeny pan predsedajiici, ste uz pre cely svet naozaj smiesni. Mozno to este nevidite, ale uz
nikto neberie Eurépsku tniu vo svete vdZzne. A kto by aj mohol brat Eurdpsku tniu, ktord cely svet neustile potica
prakticky o vetkom, vdZne v stave, kedy nie je schopnd vyriedit si svoje vlastné zdkladné problémy. Tu rieSime
Bielorusko. Potom idete potcat Rusko, chcete podcat dokonca Donalda Trumpa a Spojené $tity americké. Vyhrdzate
sa tu Muskovi, vyhrdzate sa tu Zuckerbergovi, chcete cely svet dondtit, aby vds pocival a respektoval, a pritom sa z vis
uz kazdy otvorene smeje. Smeje sa, pretoze st tu klicové a dolezité problémy, ktoré Eurdpska tinia md. Ale nikoho z
vas nezaujimajd, pretoze su to ndrocné problémy, pretoZe by ich potrebovala riesit okamzite, a nie sa tu vyhrdzat
Bielorusku. Pozrite sa na ceny nehnutelnosti. Pozrite sa na raketovy vzostup cien potravin. Ludia nie st schopni zado-
vazit si zdkladné ndlezitosti pre svoj Zivot. Zelensky ndm vypol plyn z vychodu a ¢akd nds energetickd, neuveritelné
zvySovanie cien energif a nikoho to tu netrdpi. Ale podme odsudzovat Bielorusko, USA a vietkych okolo seba. Takito
EU nemoze prezit.

Michael Gahler (PPE). — Mr President, colleagues, Commissioner, Presidency, Lukashenka again holds fake elections.
And while there is large public focus on Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, or the manipulated elections in
Georgia, or Russia’s unsuccessful attempts to turn the majorities around in Moldova, we need to keep the Belarus
dictatorship on the agenda and support the legitimate representatives like Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya.
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In our resolution, we have enumerated some of the more than a thousand inmates, and I have been the political god-
father for many years of Pavel Seviarynets, who is innocent and who is in prison— one of those who are active in
democratic parties.

I call on the Council and the Commission, please check on the on the agenda of sanctions where Belarus serves as an
escape route for sanctions against Russia. There are issues where we have not imposed sanctions on Belarus, so goods
are sent to Belarus and further transported to Russia. I think civilian trucks is one of these examples, so please have a
look where we can close this gap where it exists.

Mariusz Kamifiski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Szanowni Pafistwo! 5 lat temu nardd biatoruski pokazal swojg
prawdziwa twarz. Twarz wolnych ludzi pragnacych demokracji i niepodleglosci dla swojego kraju. 5 lat temu
Bialorusini w wyborach powiedzieli nie dyktaturze Lukaszenki, ale te wybory zostaly im ukradzione. Lukaszenka
sfalszowal wybory. Setki tysiecy ludzi wyszlo wtedy w protescie na ulice Mifiska. Te protesty zostaly przez rezim
krwawo stlumione, a bialoruskie wigzienia zapehily si¢ tysigcami wigzniéw politycznych. Wielu z nich przebywa za
kratami do dzi$. Nie wolno nam o nich zapomnie¢. Nie wolno nam zapomnie¢ o laureacie Pokojowej Nagrody Nobla
Alesiu Bialackim, o Andrzeju Poczobucie, o Maryi Kalesnikawie i o tysigcach innych represjonowanych.

Za kilka dni Lukaszenka oglosi swa reelekcje. Tego ponurego widowiska, jakie odbedzie si¢ 26 stycznia na Biatorusi, nie
mozna nazwaé wyborami. Jednak stowa potepienia wobec rezimu nie s3 juz wystarczajace. Europa nie moze by¢ tak
beznadziejnie bezradna. Nalezy zdecydowanie zaostrzy¢ sankcje wobec Bialorusi. Do Unii ciggle trafiajg towary z
Bialorusi, na przyklad nawozy. Jakikolwiek handel z Bialorusia wzmacnia finansowo brutalng dyktature. Czas z tym
skonczy¢.

Rasa Juknevi¢iené (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, the Belarusian nation has deep European roots. Russia
enslaved this nation back in the Tsarist era, when it annexed most of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. We Poles,
Lithuanians and Belarusians commemorate the heroes of the uprisings against Tsarist Russia together. They are the pride
of our common history.

Let's make no mistake: Belarus is not Russia. The Kremlin would very much like the Belarusian nation to disappear
completely so that Belarus would not remain on the map of Europe. Belarus, ruled by the dictator Lukashenka today is
the result of the colonial, imperial policy of Russia. Our interest is a democratic Belarus. Therefore, we must support by
all means the tireless struggle of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya and her supporters for the European future of their state.

Isabel Wiseler-Lima (PPE). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, cela fait plus de quatre ans qu'Aleksandr -
Loukachenko a volé les élections au peuple biélorusse. En écrasant, en emprisonnant ceux qui s'opposaient a lui, il a
réussi a se maintenir au pouvoir, dans la plus pure tradition des régimes autoritaires: absence d’état de droit, absence de
libertés et prévalence absolue de la force. La situation n’a en rien changé. I continue d’emprisonner ceux qui ont encore
le courage de s'opposer a lui, et cela a la veille de nouvelles «élections», ou prétendues telles.

Cela, nous ne devons cesser de le dénoncer, de méme que nous devons nous rappeler que Loukachenko est un dictateur
qui, en tant que fidele allié de la Russie, seconde Vladimir Poutine dans sa guerre indigne contre I'Ukraine. Pour le
peuple biélorusse, mais également pour nous-mémes, nous devons dénoncer les violations des droits de 'homme qui
en cours en Biélorussie et activement combattre la guerre hybride menée par Minsk — et, a travers elle, par Moscou —
contre 'Union européenne, dont la forme la plus ignoble est assurément l'utilisation d’étres humains, de migrants
amenés a nos frontiéres dans le but de déstabiliser notre Union.

Restons unis, défendons la démocratie a l'intérieur comme a l'extérieur de notre Union, de tout cceur avec Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaia et toutes les forces démocratiques de la Biélorussie!

Michal Szczerba (PPE). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowny Panie Komisarzu! Panie Ministrze! Wysoka Izbo! Niestety
rezim bialoruski to autorytarna dyktatura, paristwo, gdzie wykonywana jest kara $mierci, a naréd biatoruski jest zaklad-
nikiem w rekach uzurpatora Lukaszenki. Obecnie wedlug informacji stowarzyszenia ,Wiasna” w wigzieniach, aresztach
przetrzymywanych jest 1254 wiezniéw politycznych. Wielu z nich to uczestnicy protestéw z 2020 r. po sfalszowanych
wyborach prezydenckich. Ale wirdd tych wigzniéw jest réwniez Andrzej Poczobut. Andrzej Poczobut, o ktérym polska
delegacja zawsze bedzie mowié, przypominad, zostal uwieziony za fikcyjne zarzuty i caly czas jest przetrzymywany. Jest
Polakiem, jest Biatorusinem.
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Unia Europejska stoi na strazy wartoSci i musi stal na strazy tych wartosci — to podstawowe zadanie. Chcemy jeszcze
wyraznie jedna rzecz powiedzie¢. Nikt w tej sali, nikt w Europie, polska prezydencja nie uznamy tzw. wyboréw pre-
zydenckich, ktére Lukaszenka i jego rezim organizuje w najblizszy weekend. Rezim tukaszenki to réwniez kolaborant
Putina. O tym pamigtajmy. Zywie Bietarus!

Mika Aaltola (PPE). — Arvoisa puhemies, Valko-Venijilld jirjestetddn pikapuoliin nienniisvaalit, mutta jo vuosia sitten
Valko-Venijin kohdalla oli selkeid, ettd Vendji oli toteuttamassa omaa operaatiotaan. Russifikaatio eteni. Putinin suun-
nitelma eri heimojen, Venijin heimojen, yhdistimisestd oli selkeasti liikkeessd silloin, kun me vield haaveilimme
Valko-Venijin demokraattisesta tulevaisuudesta.

Vendjin rooli on vihdn samantapainen kuin Ukrainassa, mutta keinovalikoima on erilainen. Ja timéd on se, mitd meidin
pitdd ymmartdd parlamentissa vastustaa, ja meiddn pitdd ymmartdd Vendjan vastuu tastakin valtiolaajentumisesta, terri-
toriaalisesta suurvaltarealismista ja Vendjad rokottaa sekd samalla pitdd yhteyttd Valko-Venijin yhteiskuntaan, kansalai-
syhteiskuntaan, niin paljon kuin me ikind pystymme.

Tomas Tobé (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, when the Soviet Union collapsed in the early 1990s, there was hope
for millions of people who had suffered for decades under communist dictatorship and oppression. We were right to be
hopeful. Just look at the Baltic states: prosperous democracies, and a proud part of the European family today. However,
as we all know, freedom is not yet won everywhere. Therefore, we must stand with the people of Ukraine, Moldova,
Georgia and, of course, Belarus, in their pursuit of democracy.

Not in this fake election, but one day Lukashenka’s regime will answer for its crime. I will continue to hope until the
white, red and white flag once again flies over Minsk.

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, the people of Belarus have faced brutal
repression for years from Lukashenka’s regime, and therefore it is our obligation to keep this issue on our agenda.

The August 2020 elections were rigged and were followed by violence aimed at silencing civil society, and therefore we
have to support civil society in Belorussia in their struggle for democracy. I think this is one of the biggest crises in our
neighbourhood, and we have to condemn all politically-motivated arrests and violence against activists, and all forms of
repression.

Free and fair elections overseen by the OSCE, the Council of Europe and other international organisations are crucial for
restoring democracy, and the so-called presidential elections on the 26 January, next weekend, are not free and fair —
they are a farce, like Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya said, a real farce.

Miriam Lexmann (PPE). — VdZeny pdn predsedajici, za 30 rokov Lukasenkovej vlddy boli tisice a tisice [udi nezdkonne
odstidenych, viznenych, mucenych a dokonca aj zmiznutych. Zial, aj mnohi moji priatelia vritane lidra bieloruskych
krestanskych demokratov Pavla Severinca sedia vo vdzeni len preto, Ze tiiZia po slobode. Lukasenko sa podiela na
zlo¢inoch Putinovho rezimu, snazi sa oslabit Eurépsku Gniu in$trumentalizdciou migracie, ale slazi aj ako komplic pri
zlo¢inoch, ako je ndsilné odvleCenie deti z Ukrajiny do takzvanych bieloruskych rekreacnych tdborov. Jednou
z poslednych bast odporu voci autoritirskemu reZimu predstavuji cirkvi. A prave na tie sa momentdlne diktator
Lukasenko zameral. Preto by som z tohto miesta chcela odsudit jeho atok na vietky cirkvi a ndbozenské spolocenstvd,
ktoré sa momentdlne vdaka novému zdkonu v Bielorusku deji. Uz o pdr dni budeme svedkami takzvanej $pecidlnej
volebnej operacie, pri ktorej sa LukaSenko stane uz siedmykrat samozvanym prezidentom. UZ teraz viak vieme, Ze tieto
volby nebudii slobodné, a nebudeme ich vysledok moct uznat. A preto musime rozmyslat nad tym, ako sprisnit sankcie
voci Bielorusku a ako podporit viac opoziciu, ktord stoji na strane slobody a demokracie.

Solicitudes incidentales de uso de la palabra («catch the eye»)

Arba Kokalari (PPE). — Herr talman! Lukasjenkas diktatur i Belarus dr en skam for Europa.
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I 30 &r — i 30 &r — har han hakat sig fast vid makten genom att begd systematiska overgrepp mot manskliga rittigheter,
genom att fangsla journalister och oppositionella. Han har gdng pa géng stulit presidentvalet, och nu 4r det dags att EU
sdtter hart mot hért, fér det dr Svjatlana Tsichanouskaja som dr den rittmitiga presidenten i Belarus.

Vi maste ha hérdare sanktioner mot Belarus. Lukasjenka mdste stdllas till svars for sina 6vergrepp och véldet mot sin
egen befolkning och for sin inblandning i Rysslands krig mot Ukraina.

Putinkramare och diktatorer har ingen plats i Europa, och friheten mdste forsvaras varje dag. Det dr vért ansvar for det
belarusiska folkets kamp for frihet.

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI). — Domnule presedinte, ascultindu-vd, m-am intrebat dacd Belarus este in Uniunea
Europeand, pentru ¢i nu imi aduc aminte sd fi intrat vreodatd in UE. in schimb, UE intr3 cu picioarele in orice tard,
indiferent cd este in Uniunea Europeand sau nu. Mie mi se pare inacceptabil, si ca avocat, si ca europarlamentar, si ca
fost parlamentar, senator, in Romania, sd vdd cum un conglomerat de tdri, o organizatie care pare mai mult de tip
privat, isi permite s intre in fiecare tard si si-si aroge dreptul de a face ordine.

De unde aveti dumneavoastrd acest drept? Nu va place Putin, nu vi place Trump, nu vd place Lukasenko. Nici noud nu
ne place Ursula von der Leyen, care comandd, impreund cu toatd Comisia Europeand, si se implice in alegerile din
Romania.

Deci, acuzati Belarus de ceea ce voi ati ficut in Romania si ati anulat alegerile, iar mie mi-ati interzis sd candidez pentru
cd nu va place ce vorbesc? Atentie, cu ce masurd judecati, cu aceeasi veti fi judecati!

Grzegorz Braun (NI). — Mr President, God bless Belarus and its people! We should all be grateful, us Poles, Belarusians,
Lithuanians, for our great common heritage that we share, the heritage of the great Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
And we should certainly never take part in such hours of hatred against anybody, especially each other.

So, I strongly condemn — yes, I condemn - this language of hatred, this language of contempt, this offensive language. I
strongly condemn what you do here. You don’'t want to make business with your neighbours? Then don't! But if you
really want to change this world for the better, you should do business instead of instigating the overthrowing of
governments, presidents all over the world. This is shameful. God bless Belarus!

(Fin de las intervenciones con arreglo al procedimiento de solicitud incidental de uso de la palabra («catch the eye»))

Andrius Kubilius, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, dear colleagues, let me say a few words in conclusion. First
of all, we need to remember that Belarus is in the geographical centre of Europe and in the close neighbourhood of
several members of the European Union, including Lithuania, Poland and other countries. That is why we want
Belarusian people to have the possibility to enjoy the same freedoms as we are enjoying now. And we would like to
behave like previous generations of European politicians who wanted that we — Lithuanians, Poles, Romanians, Slovaks —
also would have possibility to enjoy freedoms when we had no such a possibility.

The Belarusian people are fighting a battle for freedom. They deserve our solidarity, not only in words but in actions.
Their struggle is our struggle for human dignity, democracy and peace. Once again today, we call on the regime to stop
the repression; to stop its complicity in Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine; to release all political prisoners; and
to allow the Belarusian people to freely realise their right to democratically elect their leaders of their country and to
make a democratic decision on the geopolitical direction of their country.

The European Union will stand firm in all its commitments, and we will continue to support those who courageously
fight for democracy and justice.

Adam Szlapka, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members, Commissioner, thank you for
your valuable interventions. Rest assured that the Council, under the leadership of the High Representative, will remain
fully seized of the matter.
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The next Foreign Affairs Council will be an opportunity to reaffirm strongly our support for the democratic aspiration
of the Belarusian people. We will call out the sham election and will continue to condemn the illegal action of the
Lukashenka regime. We will renew our sanctions and adopt further measures. We will remain united in our support to
the brave people of Belarus in their quest for a free, democratic, sovereign and independent Belarus, as a part of peaceful
Europe. Zhyve Belarus!

Declaraciones por escrito (articulo 178 del Reglamento interno)

Adam Bielan (ECR), in writing. — The situation in Belarus has been increasingly worsening. We all remember the rigged
elections and the subsequent demonstrations that took place in 2020. Since then, the world has been profoundly
impacted by the deterioration of human rights in the region, ranging from forced exiles, deliberate repression of reli-
gious freedom, political opposition and overall of Belarusian citizens and the creeping isolationism plaguing Belarus.

Belarus has become a jail, whose wardens are nobody but Mr Lukashenka, Putin’s puppet. But the situation’s outcome is
felt across borders: migration has now been weaponised, and it is evident now that we need a common and more
structured response to protect our Eastern flank.

In this context, we urge our European institutions and all Member States to jointly determine solutions to hold
Lukashenka’s regime accountable for its crimes and to support Belarusian civil society both within the country and in
exile.

Urmas Paet (Renew), kirjalikult. — Lukasenka 30 aastat kestnud autoritaarset voimu Valgevenes iseloomustab poliitiliste
oponentide ja teisitimdtlejate siistemaatiline mahasurumine. Alates 2020. aasta augustis toimunud vdltsitud tulemustega
presidendivalimistest on LukaSenka ebaseaduslik reZiim Venemaa toetusel siistemaatiliselt represseerinud poliitilisi akti-
viste, kodanikuiihiskonda, inimdiguste kaitsjaid, juriste, ajakirjanikke, kunstnikke, usujuhte, ametitthingutegelasi ja muid
rithmi Valgevenes ja vilismaal, pidades meelevaldselt kinni kiimneid tuhandeid inimesi. Ma ei tunnusta LukaSenka nn
valimist Valgevene presidendi ametikohale. Valgevene praegune reZiim on diguspidratu, ebaseaduslik ja kuritegelik.
Kinnitan oma toetust Valgevene rahva piitidlustele demokraatia, vabaduse ja inimdiguste nimel. Valgevenes jitkuvad
rasked inimdiguste ja demokraatlike pShimétete rikkumised ja siistemaatilised repressioonid peavad 15ppema. Uhtlasi
peavad Valgevene ametivdimud austama kinnipeetavate igusi, andma neile arstiabi ning vdimaldama neil kohtuda
advokaatide, oma perekondade ja rahvusvaheliste organisatsioonidega. On oluline kaitsta eksiilis elavaid valgevenelasi
Lukasenka reziimi tagakiusamise eest ning anda neile vdimalus seaduslikult ELis elada ja tootada. LukaSenka reZiimi on
ka kaasosaline Venemaa Ukraina-vastases agressioonisdjas. EL ja rahvusvahelised partnerid peavad laiendama ja tugev-
dama sanktsioone inimeste ja iiksuste vastu, kes vastutavad Valgevenes toimunud repressioonide eest ning Valgevene
osalemise eest Venemaa agressioonisdjas Ukraina vastu, kdrvaldades samal ajal sanktsioonide liingad.

Mapia Zayapia (NI), ypartog. — Aéotpa pgdn tou Eupenaikod Kowofouliou,

Ta televtaia xpovia mapatnpolpe pia aviouyrukn mohrukn emhoyn g EE: ) pn avayvapion anoteleopdtov ekKAoykay
dadikaciov ot Tpiteg YOpES, Onwe mposata ot Fewpyla, ™ Asukopwoia kat T Bevelougha. Akopn kat 0Tav oL mapatnprTeg
tou Eupomnaikod Kowofouliou kataypagouv mpofAipata mou dev alotwvouv to anotéheopa, 1 EE ouyvd katagevyer oty
apioPrmon Toug. Auth 1 oTdor unovopevel Tig 1dieg TG dnpokpaTIKES apyég mou mpeofelet.

Eivar avenitpento va anoppintetat 1 fouAron tev Aaav, &dikd otav o anotéleopa dev eEunnpetel Ta eUpOMAIKG GUHLPEPOVTA.
TMapadeiypata onoc ta dnpoyngiopata yia to Eupoctvtaypa oe Talia kar OMavdia, o eEavaykaopos g Iphavdiag oe
delrtepo dnpoyngiopa yia m Zuvdnkn e Awsafovag, ot anet\ég katd ¢ EANadag oto dnpoyngiopa tou 2015 kat ot miEcelg
oto Brexit gavepovouv v acuvénela g EE. Ty ida otypr, n Eveoon dwmpet «business as usual» oyéoeig pe povapyeg mou
napaPralouvv Jepehadn dwcardpara.

Avti va napepfaiver pe moltikés okompottes, n EE ogeilet va mpowdel ) dnpokpatia pe dihoyo, ouvepyasia kai evioyuor)
Ueopmv. Movo pe oefaopo ot Adiki) Kuptapyia UTOPOUHE Vo EVICYUGOUHE TNV EUMIGTOGUVI] GTOUG DECHOUG KAl V& TPOGUTGOULE
TNV pTVI] MOyKOOHIG.

Sag evyapLoTo.
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Dainius Zalimas (Renew), in writing. — Dear Colleagues,
We need to put this weekend’s fake presidential “elections’ in Belarus in a wider context.

Belarus is increasingly aligning itself with authoritarian regimes such as Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea, becoming
part of an emerging global Axis of Aggression. The ongoing repression of Belarusian citizens, coupled with full support
for Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine, imply that the Belarusian regime must be held accountable in the same
manner as Russia.

However, the EU restrictive measures against Belarus apply only to almost 300 individuals and 40 entities.

We seem also not to be serious on the regime’s accountability for crimes against humanity and aggression. There is only
one investigation of the crimes against humanity invoked in Lithuania on the basis of universal jurisdiction, with no
concrete results to show, and a single referral to the ICC by Lithuania, and no real discussions on the establishment of a
special tribunal.

I do not see any reason for our inaction that, in fact, is detrimental to our solidarity with the Belarusian people.

Thank you.

13. Composition of committees and delegations

President. — The Patriots for Europe Group has notified the President of a decision to change two appointments within
committees. This decision will be set out in the minutes of today’s sitting and take effect on the date of this announce-
ment.

14. Situation in Venezuela following the wusurpation of the presidency on
10 January 2025 (debate)

President. — The next item is the debate on the Council and Commission statements on the situation in Venezuela
following the usurpation of the presidency on 10 January 2025 (2025/2519(RSP)).

Adam Szlapka, Urzgdujgcy Przewodniczgcy Rady. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Panowie Postowie! Panie Postanki! Panie
Komisarzu! 10 stycznia wladze Wenezueli nie uszanowaly swoich obywateli. Rzad Nicolasa Maduro nie skorzystal z
kluczowej okazji, by zapewni¢ przejrzysta i demokratyczng transformacj¢ z gwarancjami dla wszystkich. Od czasu
wyboréw prezydenckich, ktére odbyly si¢ 28 lipca, Unia Europejska i spoteczno§¢ migdzynarodowa wielokrotnie podk-
re$laly, Ze nalezy zapewni¢ przejrzysto$¢ i rozliczalno$¢ wynikéw ogloszonych przez Krajowg Rade Wyborczg. Zwracaly
zwlaszcza uwage, ze trzeba opublikowaé w niezalezny sposéb i zweryfikowal protokoly glosowania z lokali wyborc-
zych. Te apele pozostaly bez odpowiedzi.

Do dzi§ jedyne dostgpne dane to kopie protokotéw glosowania opublikowane przez wenezuelska opozycje demokra-
tyczng. Wynika z nich, ze miliony Wenezuelczykéw zaglosowaly za demokratycznymi przemianami, a zdecydowana
wigkszo$¢ z nich poparta Edmunda Gonzédleza Urruti¢. Unia uwaza, Ze Nicolas Maduro nie ma legitymacji demokra-
tycznie wybranego prezydenta. Jednocze$nie w kraju nadal pogarsza si¢ sytuacja w zakresie praw czlowieka. Od czasu
wyboréw zatrzymano ponad 2,5 tysigca Wenezuelczykdw, wirdd ktérych byli tez maloletni. Wiele z tych oséb zostalo
juz uwolnionych, ale i tak Zadna z nich nie powinna byla spedzi¢ w wiezieniu ani jednego dnia. Ponadto nasilily sie
represje, przesladowania i zastraszanie wobec czlonkdéw opozycji, spoleczenstwa obywatelskiego i ich rodzin. JesteSmy
solidarni ze wszystkimi ofiarami represji i wzywamy do natychmiastowego i bezwarunkowego uwolnienia wszystkich
wiezniéw politycznych, w tym kilku arbitralnie zatrzymanych obywateli Unii.

Niepokdj budzi réwniez niedawna decyzja wladz wenezuelskich, ktore postanowily znacznie zmniejszy¢ liczbe akredy-
towanego personelu dyplomatycznego w kilku pafstwach czlonkowskich w Caracas. Wyrazamy nasza solidarnos¢ z
tymi panstwami i wzywamy do natychmiastowego wycofania si¢ z tego jednostronnego i niedopuszczalnego dzialania.
Podwaza ono stosunki z Unig i jej panstwami czlonkowskimi i tylko poglebi izolacje Wenezueli na arenie miedzynar-
odowej. Wenezuela musi przestrzegaé zobowiazan wynikajacych z prawa miedzynarodowego i konstruktywnie wspol-
pracowa¢ w ramach stosownych miedzynarodowych mechanizméw ochrony praw czlowieka, aby polozy¢ kres tej
sytuagji.
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Panie Przewodniczacy, Panie Postanki i Panowie Postowie! Panie Komisarzu! Zgodnie z upowaznieniem otrzymanym od
europejskich przywédcéw w grudniu, Unia obecnie uruchamia wszystkie dostepne jej narzedzia, aby wspieraé demok-
racje oraz pokojowe, pluralistyczne przemiany w Wenezueli. W tym kontekscie Rada postanowila przyjaé nowy pakiet
sankcji wobec 15 os6b odpowiedzialnych za podwazanie demokracji, praworzadnosci i praw czlowieka.

Odpowiedzialno$¢ za zakoniczenie kryzysu w Wenezueli spoczywa na wladzach tego kraju. Naszym gtéwnym celem jest
wspieranie demokratycznego rozwigzania kryzysu, ktére zostanie wypracowane w drodze negocjacji przez samych
Wenezuelczykow, a jednoczes$nie zaspokajanie pilnych potrzeb ludnosci i udzielanie poparcia demokratycznym sitom
kraju. Aby osiagnac ten cel, Unia bedzie w dalszym ciggu wspdlpracowac ze wszystkimi podmiotami wenezuelskimi
oraz partnerami regionalnymi, miedzynarodowymi, zwlaszcza ze Stanami Zjednoczonymi.

Unia bedzie kontynuowaé ukierunkowang wspélprace z instytucjami oraz podmiotami politycznymi i podmiotami spo-
feczenistwa obywatelskiego, aby zajaé si¢ trudnymi kwestiami oraz ulatwi¢ konstruktywny dialog na temat praw czlo-
wieka i demokratycznej transformacji.

Niestety, ze wzgledu na wcze$niejsze zobowigzania nie bede mogt zosta¢ do konica tej debaty. Zapoznam si¢ z zapisem
dyskusji, ktéry przygotuja wspdlpracownicy. Bardzo serdecznie dzigkuje za uwage i za wyrozumialosé.

Andrius Kubilius, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, Minister. honourable Members of the European
Parliament, the European Union firmly stands in solidarity with the people of Venezuela in their brave strive to restore
democracy and reclaim their human rights.

Last year, on 28 July, millions of Venezuelans peacefully used their votes to express their will for democratic change in
their country. According to publicly-available copies of the electoral records, Edmundo Gonzdlez Urrutia obtained a
large majority of the votes. The authorities, however, have refused to publish disaggregated results as mandated by law
or allow independent electoral audits. In choosing to disregard the will of the people, and instead reinforcing repression
against the population, Nicolas Maduro confirmed that he has no legitimacy of a democratically-elected president.

Our position remains unchanged: the will of the people must be respected. The European commitment to democracy
does not allow otherwise. As stated by the High Representative on behalf of the European Union on 10 January, we will
continue to work with all Venezuelans to foster dialogue and a democratic way out of the crisis, led by Venezuelans.
Venezuelans expect us to support their effort. We do so in constant dialogue with key regional and international
partners, as well as at multilateral fora.

The persecution of the democratic opposition, human rights defenders and members of civil society is worsening
throughout Venezuela. The tactics of intimidation have now extended to their families. What is their crime? Defending
their fundamental liberties and seeking a democratic future for their country?

We condemn the arbitrary detention of at least 2 500 citizens, including several European Union citizens. All political
prisoners must be unconditionally released. Mr Gonzédlez himself had to seek refuge in Spain, while Ms Machado
remains in hiding within the country. I salute their courage. The determination to serve their fellow citizens makes
them worthy of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought this Parliament awarded them last December.

The European Union firmly stands by those defending human rights and democratic values in Venezuela. The Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights was recently allowed back into the country. This is a step in the right
direction, but it must be allowed to perform its full mandate.

The long crisis in Venezuela has taken a severe toll on the livelihoods of the population. Over 7 million people have
fled the country since 2015, seeking better living conditions. To this day, access to basic goods, water and sanitation,
electricity, healthcare and education is a daily challenge for millions of people in the country. Large swathes of the
population live in poverty.
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The European Union remains committed to alleviating the suffering of the most vulnerable. Since 2016, the European
Union has allocated EUR 461 million in emergency humanitarian aid for the Venezuela crisis. In coming years, we
intend to maintain our support for the people of Venezuela.

Honourable Members, let us support firmly a Venezuelan-led dialogue towards a peaceful political transition. That is
what millions of Venezuelans fighting for democracy expect from us. This is a proper way for Venezuela, so rich with
natural resources, to bring back economic prosperity and social justice to all the people of Venezuela.

Dolors Montserrat, en nombre del Grupo PPE. — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, sefior representante del Consejo,
sefiorfas, la coronacién del dictador Maduro es la peor noticia para todos los demdcratas. Callarnos ante su golpe es su
suefio, pero proteger a los venezolanos ahora, en el momento mds oscuro, es nuestro deber moral como europeos.
Maduro es el tirano que perdié las elecciones y secuestré con armas la democracia a todo el pueblo de Venezuela. Es el
criminal que amenaza, tortura y secuestra para silenciar la voz de los que piden libertad. Y es el lacayo de enemigos
como Putin que usa el poder para enriquecerse mientras su pais muere en la miseria.

Este Parlamento —liderado por el Partido Popular Europeo— hizo su trabajo reconociendo a Edmundo como presidente
legitimo y concediéndoles el Premio Sdjarov a Edmundo y a Maria Corina, pero necesitamos que el Consejo reaccione
frente a un Maduro que pisotea la democracia y frente a Gobiernos europeos como el de Pedro Sinchez, que blanquean
al dictador por intereses oscuros que deben ser investigados.

Delcy Rodriguez, sancionada por Bruselas, aterrizé clandestinamente en Madrid y Europa no dijo nada. El expresidente
Zapatero, observador del Grupo de Puebla, avalé con su silencio el fraude electoral y Europa no dijo nada. Dos sicarios
de Maduro extorsionaron al presidente Edmundo Gonzdlez en la residencia del embajador espafiol en Caracas y Europa
no dijo nada.

En nombre de la democracia, el Consejo debe liderar una Resolucién como hemos hecho en el Parlamento, que exija un
rechazo publico a Maduro, sanciones mds duras y un juicio ante la Corte Penal Internacional por crimenes contra la
humanidad.

Europa no puede perder esta batalla por la democracia, porque la historia no perdonard a quienes blanquean a dicta-
dores y, mucho menos, a los que callen complices ante la injusticia.

Leire Pajin, en nombre del Grupo SED. — Sefior presidente, a los Socialistas y Demécratas —a todos los demdcratas— nos
preocupa profundamente la situacién actual en Venezuela. Venezuela sufre un grave conflicto politico desde hace diez
aflos, con un grave deterioro econémico, social y democrético. Lo ocurrido el 28 de julio es la culminaciéon de ese
profundo deterioro democratico, basado en la negacion del adversario politico y la ruptura de las reglas esenciales de
la democracia.

Quiero denunciar una vez mds, sin ningin tipo de dudas, la falta de legitimidad que rodeé las elecciones en julio de
2024 y, por consiguiente, la falta de legitimidad de la toma de posesiéon de Nicolds Maduro el pasado 10 de enero. Y
quiero exigir una vez mds, rotundamente, a las autoridades de Venezuela que respeten la democracia y el Estado
de Derecho. Les pedimos una vez mds que reconozcan sus obligaciones con el Derecho internacional y respeten el
Convenio de Viena, que pongan fin a la persecucion politica y liberen de manera incondicional e inmediata a todas
aquellas personas detenidas arbitrariamente, especialmente a los menores.

Nos preocupa mucho también la situacion social y econdmica que estin padeciendo los venezolanos, asi como los miles
de personas que se han visto obligadas a migrar o a buscar refugio, sobre todo en los paises vecinos. Aqui, afortunada-
mente, Espafia y los Estados miembros les hemos acogido con los brazos abiertos.

Lo que tenemos que hacer, y lo decian los miembros de la Comisién y el Consejo, es trabajar una vez mds con el apoyo
de la comunidad internacional y, particularmente, el apoyo regional para una solucién politica definitiva, duradera y
sostenible en Venezuela. Hablo de alcanzar un acuerdo que conlleve medidas para apoyar al pueblo venezolano, medidas
para apoyar a los migrantes y refugiados y medidas legales de migracion.
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Nuestra tarea, sefiorfas, debe ser desplegar la mejor politica, la politica en mayusculas, para denunciar los atropellos
democriticos, pero sobre todo para empujar a la comunidad internacional y contar con la region para buscar y encon-
trar soluciones definitivas. Eso es lo que nos ha pedido la oposicién y eso es lo que han pedido también aqui la
Comisién y el Consejo.

Acabo diciendo que, en politica, lo facil es hacer discursos inflamados: polarizar, emplear mds tiempo en insultar al
adversario politico —como hemos visto ahora— que en hablar de los venezolanos. Pero lo realmente relevante, lo que
ayuda de verdad al pueblo venezolano, es una apuesta democratica y masiva; es la unidad de accién y la politica que da
resultados. En eso estamos y en eso vamos a seguir estando.

Julie Rechagneux, au nom du groupe PfE. — Monsieur le Président, depuis trop longtemps le peuple vénézuélien souffre
sous le joug d'un régime qui a érigé 'oppression et la violence politique en systéme de gouvernance. Nicolds Maduro
s'accroche désespérément au pouvoir, non pas avec la légitimité qu'offre le consentement populaire, mais avec I'arme du
mensonge, de la coercition et de la peur.

Le Venezuela est doté d'un potentiel immense, et pourtant ce pays est en crise. Et ce n'est pas une crise ordinaire, mais
une crise provoquée par la corruption d’'un régime qui est prét a sacrifier I'avenir d’une nation pour préserver son
emprise sur le pouvoir.

L'élection présidentielle de juillet dernier a été marquée par des irrégularités flagrantes et par une fraude électorale
massive. Les résultats annoncés par le Conseil national électoral ont été contestés non seulement par l'opposition, mais
aussi par une grande partie de la communauté internationale. Il faut étre clair: il y a eu une manipulation évidente du
processus électoral.

Edmundo Gonzdlez est un homme qui a servi son pays avec dignité en tant que diplomate et qui a accepté de porter
I'étendard de l'opposition face a l'inéligibilité imposée a Maria...

(Le Président interrompt L'oratrice)
President. — Dear colleague, can you speak a little bit more slowly? I will take it into account for your time.

Julie Rechagneux (PfE). — Edmundo Gonzilez a été déclaré vainqueur par de nombreux observateurs indépendants et
par les propres scrutins de 'opposition. Les preuves, les actes de vote et les témoignages des Vénézuéliens montrent
clairement qu'il a remporté I'élection avec une marge considérable.

La répression qui a suivi 'annonce des résultats frauduleux a été violente et sans merci. Des milliers d’arrestations, des
vies perdues et une censure exacerbée des médias et des réseaux sociaux ont été les armes d’un régime qui a peur et qui
sait que son pouvoir est usurpé.

Nous devons soutenir avec force la 1égitimité de la victoire dEdmundo Gonzélez. Le temps est venu pour le Venezuela
de se libérer des chaines de l'oppression. Le temps est venu de voir la vérité triompher, la liberté 'emporter sur la
tyrannie et le peuple vénézuélien reprendre son destin en main — enfin!

Carlo Fidanza, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signor Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, poche settimane fa,
anche grazie alla nostra iniziativa, quest'Aula celebrava l'assegnazione del premio Sakharov a una donna straordinaria
come Marfa Corina Machado e al Presidente eletto Edmundo Gonzales Urrutia.

Pochi giorni dopo, il tiranno Maduro ha concluso — per ora — la sua opera di usurpazione del potere, fondata sul
risultato fraudolento delle elezioni dello scorso luglio, con una cerimonia di proclamazione farsa contro la
Costituzione, davanti a un'assemblea nazionale che non ha alcuna legittimita.

La risposta da parte dell'Unione europea c’¢ stata, anche da parte degli Stati Uniti, ma si puo fare di pit.

Non dobbiamo e non vogliamo arrenderci, fino a quando la legalita costituzionale, la volonta popolare e lo Stato di
diritto non verranno ripristinati ed Edmundo Gonziles non verra insediato come unico e legittimo presidente del
Venezuela.
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Non vogliamo arrenderci fino a quando non verranno liberati tutti i prigionieri politici e ripristinato lo Stato di diritto.

Non vogliamo arrenderci fino a quando non verra ripristinata la democrazia e non verranno restituite dignita e liberta al
popolo venezuelano.

Gloria al bravo pueblo y viva Venezuela libre!

Oihane Agirregoitia Martinez, en nombre del Grupo Renew. — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, yo hoy voy a ser muy
breve. Nicolds Maduro carece de legitimidad democritica y lo vamos a repetir desde este Parlamento tantas veces como
sea necesario.

El pasado 10 de enero tomaba posesion sin publicar las actas, sin respetar la voluntad de venezolanos y venezolanas que
ese dia estaban manifestindose en distintos lugares del mundo. Y hoy Marfa Corina Machado todavia sigue viviendo
escondida y el ganador de las elecciones, Edmundo Gonzélez, estd fuera de su pais.

Vamos a seguir apoyando a los ocho millones de personas que han tenido que abandonar Venezuela, a aquellas personas
que ven violados sus derechos a diario y, por lo tanto, urgimos a la Corte Penal Internacional a que acelere todas las
investigaciones necesarias para poner fin a estos abusos.

Catarina Vieira, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, with the illegitimate consolidation of
Maduro’s power after the July elections, the Venezuelan people are entering a new chapter of repression, violence and
state terror. The regime will use the upcoming years to further crush, harass and diminish opposition with no respect
for human rights, democracy and the rule of law.

So in Europe we need to step up our game to support the Venezuelan people by offering financial support to civil
society, by giving visas to human rights defenders at risk, by supporting international bodies to monitor the human
rights situation in the country, by supporting the ICC to investigate international crimes committed by the Maduro
regime, and by sanctioning those responsible for the repression and the violations of human rights — in essence, by
isolating this regime.

Maduro, like other dictators around the world, holds on desperately for power, and we will stand with the people of
Venezuela and all of those who fight for democracy.

Danilo Della Valle, a nome del gruppo The Left. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, a sei mesi dalle elezioni vene-
zuelane, seguendo un copione che gia abbiamo visto nel 2013 e nel 2019, questo Parlamento per noi continua a
ignorare la via della diplomazia e del dialogo con le istituzioni per seguire pedissequamente la linea degli Stati Uniti.

Lo schema ¢ sempre lo stesso: prima c’¢ stato Capriles, poi Guaidd, adesso ¢ il turno di Urrutia e Corina Machado, che
vanno persino oltre, invocando l'intervento di paesi esterni in Venezuela o un embargo ancor pitt duro per il proprio

popolo.

11 10 gennaio a Caracas c'¢ stato I'insediamento di Maduro. Attivisti della maggioranza e attivisti dell'opposizione hanno
manifestato per le strade della capitale. Non ci sono state violenze. Machado ha parlato davanti ai propri sostenitori,
sintomo che il popolo venezuelano in realta ¢ stanco della violenza, non ne vuole pit.

L'Europa ha il dovere, per noi, di lavorare per trovare dei canali di dialogo tra tutti i partiti, per favorire la distensione in
un paese che purtroppo € polarizzato e spaccato a meta. Dare patenti di democrazia o riconoscere presidenti autopro-
clamatisi, da Bruxelles o da Washington, non fara che allontanare il Venezuela dalla pace.

Marcin Sypniewski, w imieniu grupy ESN. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowni Pafistwo! Socjalizm dziala. I to dziata
wlasnie tak, jak obserwujemy w Wenezueli. Jego skutkiem zawsze sa puste p6lki, bieda, cenzura i pafistwo policyjne.
Bez wzgledu na to, czy to jest XX w., czy to jest XXI w., czy to jest Europa, Azja czy Ameryka. Nie inaczej jest wlasnie z
Wenezuelg, ktéra przezywa apogeum socjalistycznej dyktatury. Rezim Chaveza oraz Maduro nadal trwa, nadal rujnuje i
przesladuje swoich obywateli. SocjaliSci z Wenezueli najpierw zrujnowali jeden z najbogatszych krajéw na $wiecie,
bedacy Dubajem XX w., a nastgpnie zaczeli przesladowal tych, ktérzy sprzeciwiali si¢ wszechwladzy rzadu. Czy to
czego$ wam nie przypomina? Zanim stusznie potepimy rezim Maduro, to spdjrzcie w lustro i zastandwcie sig, czy
polityka Unii Europejskiej zabijajaca przemyst, innowacyjno$¢, ograniczajaca wolnos¢ stowa nie kopiuje socjalistow w
XXI wieku. I przypomnijcie sobie jak skoficzyli dwudziestowieczni socjalisci i jak ostatecznie skoriczy Maduro. Viva la
Venezuela! Viva la libertad, carajo!
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Sebastido Bugalho (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, eu vi. Eu vi-os no avido para Caracas antes das
presidenciais do ano passado.

Eu vi as familias venezuelanas que tiveram de fugir do pais a regressarem para votar. Eu vi como eles seguravam as
mdos naquele avido e choravam por medo. Ndo medo da repressio, ndo medo da intimida¢io, mas medo de que o seu
voto ndo contasse.

Eu vi-os, vi-os como vi Maria Corina Machado, semana ap6s semana com paredes diferentes atrds de si, em cada
videochamada, mudando de local para evitar ser capturada.

Vi-os como vi o Centro Carter, observador independente das elei¢des, certificar a vitéria do presidente eleito.

Vi-os como vi o entdo alto representante assumir em outubro: sim, Maduro perdeu; sim, o candidato da oposi¢do
ganhou.

Vi-os como vi este Parlamento levantar-se para aplaudir Edmundo Gonzdlez e as forcas democraticas da Venezuela no
dia em que receberam o Prémio Sakharov.

Vi-os, como vi os paises do G7 e a Comissdo Europeia reconhecerem que os democratas ganharam, mas que a demo-
cracia ainda ndo ganhou na Venezuela.

Eu vi, como este Parlamento viu.
Esta quinta-feira ndo nos esquecamos daquilo que vimos.

Francisco Assis (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, em democracia as regras sio muito claras: tem legit-
imidade para exercer o poder quem ganha as elei¢des e ganha as eleicbes quem tem mais votos.

E, por isso, hoje, na Venezuela, a realidade é muito simples: hd um usurpador instalado no poder e hd um presidente
legitimo impedido de aterrar no seu proprio pais. Essa é que é a realidade. E, por isso mesmo, este Parlamento deve
deixar uma mensagem muito clara a Europa e ao mundo e, em particular, aos democratas venezuelanos, de que é esse o
nosso entendimento e de que estamos soliddrios com todos os democratas venezuelanos.

Na sessdo passada, ndo segui o meu grupo e tomei uma posicio de claro reconhecimento do presidente eleito da
Venezuela. E é com essa autoridade também que quero, agora, aqui, dizer que ndo é prestar um grande servi¢o aos
democratas venezuelanos aproveitar este tipo de debates para vir atacar o governo legitimo de Espanha. £ um péssimo
servico, é um aproveitamento, é uma instrumentalizacio inadmissivel daqueles venezuelanos que, neste momento, estio
a passar por uma fase extraordinariamente dificil e estdo a lutar pela democracia.

Penso que eles ndo precisam desse tipo de apoio. Eles precisam de uma solidariedade generosa, profunda, clara. Uma
solidariedade de democratas para democratas e ndo uma solidariedade condicionada pela vontade de fazer oposi¢do no
seu préprio pais de origem.

Juan Carlos Girauta Vidal (PfE). — Sefior presidente, el pasado 28 de julio, el pueblo venezolano voté en masa a
Edmundo Gonzélez Urrutia como su legitimo presidente, con la esperanza de terminar de una vez por todas con la
tiranfa de Maduro. Ahora mismo, la situacion de Venezuela no deja lugar a dudas sobre cudl debe ser el camino a seguir
en la Unién Europea: tenemos un presidente elegido democraticamente y un tirano que ha dado un golpe de Estado para
perpetuarse en el poder.

Ante una situacién tan clara, ;como es posible que la alta representante de la Unién y todos los Estados miembros no
hayan reconocido de manera inmediata y undnime a Edmundo Gonzilez como legitimo presidente de Venezuela? El
correligionario de unos diputados que se sientan aqui, el seflor Monedero, ha dado un discurso sobre humanismo en el
mayor centro de torturas de América, el siniestro El Helicoide, en Caracas. ;Cabe mayor vileza?

126/148 ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

0J C, 9.10.2025 EN

La izquierda deja los valores democréticos de lado cuando se trata de defender a dictadores de su ideologia, ya sean de
Venezuela, de Cuba, de Nicaragua o de cualquier otro enemigo de la libertad como Rusia o Irdn. 4Cudntos muertos més?
¢Cudntos represaliados mds? ;Cudntos presos politicos y exiliados —llevamos siete millones de exiliados ya— hacen falta
para que este Parlamento reconozca al presidente legitimo de Venezuela? ¢;Cémo puede la Unién Europea jugar a la
equidistancia y a la vez sacar pecho de sus propios principios?

Nora Junco Garcia (NI). — Seflor presidente, sefiorias, es indignante observar cémo el régimen de Nicolds Maduro sigue
consolidindose impunemente, mientras que la comunidad internacional —incluida la Unién Europea— se muestra
incapaz de ejercer una presion efectiva. Pero lo verdaderamente asombroso es la complicidad implicita del Gobierno
espaflol liderado por Pedro Sinchez y sus aliados de la izquierda, que han contribuido a facilitar los movimientos de esta
dictadura. ¢Qué hacen los representantes de la izquierda, conociendo que el gobierno de Maduro reprime, encarcela y
chantajea a sus ciudadanos venezolanos y a extranjeros? Pues nada, solo su silencio complice.

Es intolerable que, bajo el pretexto de solidaridad internacional, el Gobierno de Sdnchez mantenga relaciones oscuras
con una dictadura que amenaza a los derechos humanos fundamentales. Espafia y la Unién Europea no deben ser el
refugio de dictadores ni cémplices de sus crimenes. Tenemos que exigir transparencia y, sobre todo, justicia para el
pueblo venezolano.

Ana Vasconcelos (Renew). — Senhor Presidente, Caros Colegas, Caro Comissirio, os venezuelanos tém resistido e
lutado corajosamente pela defesa dos seus direitos democraticos e do resultado eleitoral que elegeu Edmundo Gonzélez
como seu legitimo presidente, e que a Unido Europeia, muito bem, reconheceu como tal.

Os apelos dos venezuelanos, apoiados pela comunidade internacional, foram ignorados com o empossamento ilegitimo
de Nicolas Maduro. E preciso sinalizar aos bravissimos venezuelanos que permanecem na oposi¢io que ndo nos esque-
ceremos deles apenas porque Nicolds Maduro foi empossado.

Maria Corina Machado estd entre muitos opositores politicos que se sujeitam a detencdes arbitrdrias, a tortura e, ainda
assim, resistem e lutam pela sua liberdade. Um desses detidos é Jesis Armas — ativista de direitos humanos que Maduro
mandou torturar —, preso hd mais de 40 dias, sem acesso a visitas nem advogado e sem defesa.

Mais, os paises europeus devem estabelecer corredores humanitarios para que os exilados retidos, hd meses, em embaix-
adas possam pedir asilo em seguranca. A Unido Europeia deu o exemplo ao dar destaque a uma das maiores fraudes
eleitorais da histéria e ao reconhecer o legitimo resultado das eleigdes.

E imperativo que o faca nio apenas para defender os nossos valores noutras partes do mundo. £ imperativo que o faca
pela defesa da liberdade e democracia, aqui, na Europa, também.

A luta contra o retrocesso democratico é global.

Alexander Sell (ESN). — Herr Prasident! Trump oder Maduro? Freiheit oder Zensur? Das ist die Frage, auch in diesem
Haus. Im vergangenen Juli hat Venezuela einen neuen Prisidenten gewihlt. Nicolds Maduro hat sich zum Sieger erklart.
Die Wahl war umstritten. Auch wir in Stralburg haben das kritisiert. Erst vor einem Monat haben wir dem
Oppositionsfihrer Edmundo Gonzélez den Sacharow-Preis verliechen. Edmundo Gonzilez hat bei Twitter iiber eine -
Million Follower. X ist die wichtigste Nachrichtenquelle fiir die Opposition in Caracas. Die zahlreichen Hinweise auf
Wahlmanipulationen und staatliche Gewalt wurden auf X veroffentlicht. Das hat natiirlich auch Maduro erkannt und
Twitter verboten — mit folgender Begriindung: Elon Musk habe auf X Hass und Hetze gefordert, Wahlen beeinflusst und
die venezolanische Gesellschaft gespalten. So spricht ein Diktator, der Angst vor Kritik und Machtverlust hat. So spre-
chen auch Politiker in diesem Haus, von der Linken iiber die Griinen bis hin zur CDU. Auch bei uns sollen kritische
Stimmen nicht mehr zu Wort kommen. 120 Beamte haben das Gesprach von Elon Musk mit Alice Weidel iiberwacht —
wie in einem Polizeistaat. Wir Européder miissen uns entscheiden: Wollen wir weiter in einer Demokratie leben mit dem
Recht auf freie MeinungsdufSerung? Oder wollen wir dem Beispiel von Venezuela folgen? Darum geht es im Februar bei
der Bundestagswahl in Deutschland. Wer die Freiheit liebt, muss AfD wihlen.
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Gabriel Mato (PPE). — Sefior presidente, «intolerable, pero no sorprendente». ese podria ser el titular cada vez que
hablamos del régimen de Maduro. Hemos exigido una y otra vez la vuelta de la democracia a Venezuela. Hemos
defendido y presentado la causa de la oposicién venezolana. Hemos reclamado pasar a la accién en incontables oca-
siones, porque Venezuela nos preocupa, y nos preocupa con razon.

Vimos con tristeza c6mo un régimen tirano y criminal sigue oprimiendo a su poblacién y, sin embargo, parece que da
igual: el pasado 10 de enero observamos la farsa de la proclamacién de Maduro como presidente del pais. Quizds
algunos de ustedes se sorprendieran. Yo, lamentablemente, no. Lo he dicho mil veces, pero lo seguiré diciendo: no
podemos negociar con Maduro. No hay nada que dialogar con un tirano como él.

Tenemos que seguir apoyando a la oposicion e incrementar las sanciones, porque o estamos con la democracia y la
libertad o estamos con el dictador y su Gobierno criminal. Ofrezco todo mi apoyo a Marfa Corina, a Edmundo y a la
oposiciéon democrética de Venezuela. Sepan que no estan solos: en Europa les apoyamos y les alentamos en su lucha por
devolver la democracia a Venezuela.

Javi Lopez (S&D). — Sefior presidente, hoy el Parlamento Europeo quiere reafirmar una vez mds su compromiso con la
democracia en Venezuela, especialmente en un pais donde ha sido atacada y violentada durante los dltimos afios, y
expresar de forma clara y rotunda que, después de unas elecciones que pretendian legitimar a un régimen autoritario,
lo que acabd sucediendo es un apoyo masivo —como indican todas las informaciones que hoy tenemos— a la oposi-
cién en las urnas.

¢Y qué queremos los europeos? Queremos una transicion democrdtica en un pais que tiene que recuperar la fuerza de la
voluntad popular. Y si estamos de acuerdo en todo esto, mi pregunta es: ;por qué es tan dificil llegar a acuerdos en esta
casa sobre Venezuela? ;Por qué divergen tanto las posiciones que algunos aqui estin defendiendo y lo que se hace en el
Consejo de Asuntos Exteriores o en el Consejo Europeo, representado ademds por todas las fuerzas politicas? sY por qué
no somos capaces no solo de eso, sino que ademds instrumentalizamos a Venezuela para atacar a un Gobierno europeo?

Asi que pensemos en Venezuela y en su democracia y dejemos el uso partidista de la noble causa de Venezuela, con su
respeto y su fuerza.

Tiago Moreira de Sd (PfE). — Senhor Presidente, a Venezuela atravessa uma das piores crises da sua histéria. Este pais,
outrora lider na América Latina, estd em colapso. Em 1998, o PIB per capita ultrapassava os 8 000 délares. Hoje é de
apenas 1 500. Mais de 40 % da populagio vive em pobreza extrema e quase sete milhdes de venezuelanos abandonaram
o pais, procurando refigio no exterior.

Esta tragédia é o resultado direto da corrupgdo, da mé gestdo e do autoritarismo dos regimes de Hugo Chévez e Nicolds
Maduro. Os servicos basicos estdo destruidos: hospitais sem medicamentos e escolas onde milhares de criancas per-
deram o acesso a educacdo e a alimentacio.

Apesar disso, a resisténcia persiste. Maria Corina Machado enfrenta perseguicdes constantes e até tentativas de rapto,
mas mantém viva a esperanga de milhdes de venezuelanos. Edmundo Gonzdlez, reconhecido por vdrias instituicdes
europeias como o presidente legitimo da Venezuela, representa uma alternativa democratica.

Na questdo da Venezuela, a Unido Europeia deve agir com firmeza e lideranca. Proponho que a Unido organize uma
conferéncia internacional para coordenar apoio politico e econémico a Venezuela. Este esfor¢o inédito deve incluir o
refor¢o de sangdes dirigidas ao regime de Maduro, enquanto se oferece apoio a Gonzdlez e Corina Machado para
preparar uma transi¢do futura de poder.

A Europa deve trabalhar lado a lado com os Estados Unidos, aproveitando a oportunidade da nova administragdo Trump
para pressionar uma transi¢do democrtica no pais.

Por fim, uma palavra & comunidade portuguesa na Venezuela, gente de trabalho e resiliéncia, que ajudou a construir o
pais e, agora, enfrenta desafios imensos. Ndo vos esqueceremos e ndo vos falharemos.

(O orador aceita responder a uma pergunta «cartdo azub)
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Jodo Oliveira (The Left), Pergunta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado Moreira de S4, fez hoje aqui
uma intervencio que junta o Chega, o PS, o PSD, a Iniciativa Liberal e o CDS, num coro contra as decisdes que o0 povo
venezuelano hd mais de 20 anos vai tomando.

Noés percebemos o incomodo da extrema-direita com as decisdes que o povo venezuelano tem tomado nos tltimos 20
anos. A extrema-direita ndo se conforma com as transformagdes sociais que os venezuelanos estio a percorrer e a
pergunta que lhe queria fazer é se ndo tem uma palavra de respeito pelas decisdes do povo venezuelano. Uma palavra
que seja de respeito pelas decisdes soberanas que aquele povo tem tomado, contra golpes, contra chantagens, contra a
degradacdo das suas condigdes de vida, imposta a partir das san¢des que sdo impostas ao povo venezuelano?

O Senhor Deputado ndo é capaz de fazer um ato de contri¢gdo em nome da extrema-direita pelos prejuizos que tem
causado ao povo venezuelano?

Tiago Moreira de S4 (PfE), Resposta segundo o procedimento «cartdo azul». — Senhor Deputado, é justamente por respeitar
o0 povo venezuelano que tomo esta posicio. Acho que toda a gente — talvez menos o Senhor Deputado e o seu partido
—, reconhece que as tltimas eleicdes ndo foram eleicdes livres e justas. E isso que estd aqui em causa.

Se, em elei¢des livres e justas, o povo tivesse escolhido quem ld estd no poder agora, a questdo seria diferente, mas
unanimemente sabe que ndo foi isso que aconteceu. E € justamente o respeito pelo povo que estd aqui em causa.

Francisco José Millin Mon (PPE). — Seflor presidente, las elecciones en Venezuela tuvieron un resultado claro: la
victoria del presidente Edmundo Gonzédlez Urrutia y de las fuerzas democrdticas lideradas por Marfa Corina Machado.
Pero el poder sigue en manos del régimen ilegitimo de Maduro y de su camarilla, incluida la cipula militar y el aparato
represor, favorecidos por la corrupcion y el narcotrafico. Cuentan también con el apoyo de los regimenes mds autoritar-
jos: Cuba, Nicaragua, Rusia, Irdn.

Tenemos que seguir respaldando a los ganadores de las elecciones. Me parece esencial que la Unién se coordine con los
paises de América Latina, pues la gran mayoria conoce hoy la naturaleza claramente represora del régimen de Maduro, y
debemos trabajar conjuntamente con la nueva Administracién estadounidense, en especial con el nuevo secretario de
Estado, Marco Rubio.

Espero que el Servicio Europeo de Accién Exterior y el Consejo reaccionen de forma contundente. Las sanciones eur-
opeas al régimen venezolano deben reforzarse, teniendo en cuenta la lista mucho mdas amplia de personas sancionadas
por los Estados Unidos. También debemos respaldar a la Corte Penal Internacional en su procedimiento contra Maduro.

El pueblo venezolano merece mds que nunca nuestra atencién y nuestra ayuda. La Unién Europea tiene que ser un
aliado claro de los demdcratas, no de los tiranos. Tampoco debe esconderse ni en la neutralidad ni en la indiferencia.

Cecilia Strada (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, in mezzo alla gravissima crisi politica che sta investendo
il paese a seguito delle contestate elezioni, c’¢ il popolo venezuelano, che chiede a gran voce rispetto, pace e giustizia
sociale.

Un popolo che sta affrontando da anni una profonda crisi socioeconomica che ha messo gravemente a rischio l'eroga-
zione dei servizi pubblici e il rispetto dei diritti civili. Una crisi che ha anche spinto cinque milioni di persone a
emigrare.

A dare sostegno alla popolazione venezuelana, oggi ci sono nel paese anche molte cittadine e molti cittadini europei, e
oggi vorrei ricordare uno di questi cittadini europei che sono nel paese a dare una mano: un mio connazionale, Alberto
Trentini, un cooperante italiano che ¢ stato arrestato due mesi fa.

Da allora non si sa pitt nulla di lui. Non ci sono accuse a suo carico. Solo silenzio, un lunghissimo silenzio che lascia
nell'angoscia la sua famiglia.

Per questo chiediamo a tutte le istituzioni, dal Venezuela allEuropa, di collaborare per il rilascio nel pitt breve tempo
possibile di questuomo innocente, un amico del popolo venezuelano, che si trovava li soltanto per fare il suo lavoro,
cioé aiutare chi ne ha bisogno.
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Alberto, ti aspettiamo a casa.

Enik8 Gy6ri (PfE). — Tisztelt Enok Ur! Maduro és rezsimje valasztdsi csaldssal akarja megtartani a hatalmat.
Tisztességteleniil befolydsolta a vélasztdsi rendszert, jelolteket tiltott el az induldstdl, az ellene valé tiintetéseket kegyetle-
nill megtorolta, ellenzékieket bortonzott be, kiilfoldre szamdizott, és még ott is ildozi Gket.

Ellopta az elnokséget a juliusi valasztdsok tényleges gySztesétdl, Edmundo Gonzdlez Urrutidtdl, s mar csak visszaélések
és erGszak drdn tudja fenntartani magat.

A vélasztasi aktdk hidba bizonyitjdk minden kétséget kizdréan Gonzdlez gyGzelmét, a rezsim megakaddlyozta hazatérését
az elnoki beiktatds napjara. Elfogtdk, majd a nemzetkozi felhdborodds hatdsdra elengedték az ellenzék vezetGjét, Marfa
Corina Machadét.

Végiil ismét Maduro foglalta el az elnoki tisztséget, pedig erre egyediil Gonzaleznek lett volna joga.

Csondben jegyzem meg, hogy a Biden kormdnyzat tavaly még novelte is a Venezueldbdl szdrmazé olajimportjat, ezzel is
meghosszabbitva a rezsim életben maraddsdt. Pedig tudtommal nem ettél fiigg az amerikai polgdrok fiitése.

Maduro folyamatosan lefasisztdzza a venéz demokratikus ellenzéket. Ezt jol ismerem, ez volt a magyar kommunistaknak
is a taktikdja az 56-os forradalom kapcsan. A kommunizmus néha atoltozik, de nem véltozik meg.

Kérem a Néppartot, legyen partner, hogy egy erds hatdrozat sziilethessen ebben a hdzban. A Tandcsot, hogy ismerje el
Gonzélezt elnoknek, és dlljon mellénk a demokratikus Venezueldért folytatott kiizdelemben.

A venezuelai demokratdk elkotelezettsége és batorsiga nem lehet hidbavald. Magyarorszdg és a patriétdk most is velitk
vannak, és tdmogatjak Gket a szabadsdgért, a demokrdcidért és az emberi jogokért folytatott harcukban.

iEstamos con Ustedes, patriotas venezolanos!

SEDI VADA: ROBERTS ZILE

Priekssedetaja vietnieks

Davor Ivo Stier (PPE). — Sefior presidente, el pasado 10 de enero el régimen de Nicolds Maduro impidié la investidura
del vencedor de las elecciones presidenciales, Edmundo Gonzdlez Urrutia. Maduro hoy gobierna, pero no es el presi-
dente legitimo de Venezuela, sino el gobernante de facto que ha usurpado la presidencia, un dictador reconocido sola-
mente por otras dictaduras.

¢Quiénes fueron el 10 de enero a Caracas? Daniel Ortega, el dictador de Nicaragua, Miguel Diaz-Canel, de Cuba, mien-
tras que del continente europeo solamente enviaron delegaciones Rusia, Bielorrusia y Serbia.

Las democracias de Europa y el continente americano no respaldaron la farsa de Maduro el 10 de enero, pero eso no es
suficiente. Es necesario que el Consejo tome hoy la misma posicién que ya ha tomado este Parlamento, reconociendo a
Gonzélez Urrutia como legitimo presidente. Es necesario que nuestras democracias trabajen conjuntamente para que la
voluntad del pueblo venezolano sea finalmente reconocida y respetada.

Nikos Papandreou (S&D). — Mr President, Commissioner Kubilius, who better than you to support the Venezuelan
people in their struggle against oppression? We heard many things here today, and I personally don’t care if Maduro
came from the working class and was a trade unionist. Today he’s a dictator. I don't care if the dictator is communist or
from the landed aristocracy. I care that there’s torture in that country, and that's what we care about here.
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How do we know that the elections were not real? Because the results were never handed out. If they were, we would
have known who won. So for those who doubt the results, we have the answer: publish the results. And of course we
know that Urrutia won and Maduro lost, yet Maduro is in power. To stay in power, he resorts to torture, he puts people
in prison and he collaborates with organised crime. He terrorises the poor in his barrios.

So dear Minister, dear Commissioner, we do not recognise this regime. You spoke about peaceful transition. Yes, but it
will only happen with great pressure: sanctions. We might have to stop buying petroleum products. We have pain in oil
today, but we have to continue that process. Our motion for a resolution on Thursday shows that we support the
people of Venezuela.

Raffaele Stancanelli (PfE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la situazione in Venezuela ¢ diventata insostenibile
sotto il profilo della legittimita democratica e non ci sono prospettive di miglioramento. Anzi, si ¢ aggravata ulterior-
mente con l'espulsione di diversi diplomatici di Italia, Francia e Paesi Bassi.

E ora che la comunita internazionale prenda una posizione forte contro il regime e contro la dittatura di Maduro, per
porre fine alla violenta repressione che ha distrutto il paese e che si proceda allimmediata liberazione dei prigionieri
politici. Deve essere un obiettivo comune di tutti i gruppi e mi auguro venga chiaramente affermato dal Parlamento.

Dove sono tutti i sostenitori dello Stato di diritto che ogni giorno si strappano le vesti per ogni attivita nei paesi dove
loro sono stati sconfitti?

Un pensiero particolare ad Alberto Trentini, un cooperante italiano di 45 anni, in Venezuela per dare assistenza a ragazzi
disabili, attualmente imprigionato senza alcuna spiegazione ufficiale. Dal suo arresto sono passati ormai mesi e non si
hanno notizie sulle sue condizioni. Fino a quando siamo disposti a tollerare questo?

Ana Miguel Pedro (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, sem luz, sem dgua, sem comida, este é um pais onde 94 % da populacio
vive na pobreza, onde mais de sete milhdes de pessoas fugiram, ndo por escolha, mas por desespero. Um pais onde o
saldrio minimo ndo compra sequer um quilo de arroz, onde os hospitais sem medicamentos e sem eletricidade sdo
lugares de desespero, nio de cura.

Na Venezuela, Maduro ndo governa com legitimidade, mas pela forca, pela fraude e pelo medo. Este regime, senhoras e
senhores, usurpa; ndo lidera, oprime; ndo dialoga, mente.

Hoje, existem mais de 1 900 presos politicos na Venezuela, homens e mulheres que se recusam a ajoelhar perante a
tirania, que sacrificaram tudo — liberdade, familia, futuro —, para que a Venezuela possa voltar a ser livre.

Maduro caird, porque os regimes de opressdo sio condenados pela propria forca da liberdade. E quando esse dia chegar,
porque ele chegard, que a histéria registe que defendemos sem hesitar o direito do povo venezuelano de viver em
democracia.

Nos, democratas, reafirmamos o compromisso de apoiar o povo da Venezuela e de garantir que o poder pertence a
quem venceu, de facto, as elei¢des. Estamos e estaremos sempre do lado da Venezuela livre, do lado do povo que nido
desiste.

Julien Leonardelli (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, au Venezuela, le régime communiste s'est une nouvelle fois rendu
coupable d'une confiscation du pouvoir aux dépens du peuple. Une opposition baillonnée, des milliers de gens enfermés
par la méme brutalité qui a déchiré 'Europe de I'Est pendant prés d’un siécle.

Cette situation impose un constat clair: on trouve aujourd’hui, en Europe, ceux qui se réjouissent des dictatures, qui
excusent la violence politique et qui se félicitent des pogroms. Et on y trouve, au contraire, ceux qui se dressent face aux
nouveaux totalitarismes, ceux qui croient au bien-fondé de la démocratie et de la république, ceux qui défendent les
référendums et les consultations citoyennes plutdt que la répression.
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C'est bien nous, les Patriotes, qui ne flanchons pas malgré l'adversité. Si notre conviction nous ameéne a soutenir 'oppo-
sition vénézuélienne et que notre cceur nous fait prier pour les victimes du marxisme, notre raison doit nous amener a
condamner ceux qui, en Europe, permettent, par leur lacheté ou par leur extrémisme, a ce type de régime de perdurer.

Elena Nevado del Campo (PPE). — Sefior presidente, pese a su estrepitosa y obvia derrota en las urnas, Maduro se ha
autoproclamado presidente de Venezuela. La dictadura oprime a sus opositores, pese a que son un ejemplo de la lucha
por la libertad, como la heroina Marfa Corina Machado, que no necesita de nuestra felicitacion, sino de nuestra accion.

La comunidad internacional no se ha cruzado de brazos: la Unién Europea ha afiadido a quince funcionarios y altos
cargos venezolanos en su lista de medidas restrictivas por su golpe a la democracia. Pero esto no es suficiente; tenemos
que hacer mds. La Unién Europea debe reconocer a Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia como presidente electo de Venezuela y,
si no se ha hecho antes, es porque no se ha plantado cara a paises como el mio, que dan oxigeno a un dictador como
Maduro.

Por eso, desde esta tribuna le digo al sefior Sdnchez que recapacite, que se ponga del lado correcto de la historia. No es
oposicién, es narrar la verdad. No nos callen, porque eso es lo que hace Maduro.

Antonio Lépez-Istiriz White (PPE). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, la verdad es que pocas veces me siento
orgulloso de un titulo en estos debates: «usurpacion». Efectivamente, se trata de la usurpacién por parte del régimen
criminal del dictador Maduro y de sus ayudantes, esos narcotraficantes que tiene alrededor, y que aqui, en la Unién
Europea, todavia no hemos sabido perseguir de la manera adecuada.

Aqui, con la ayuda y la colaboracion de la extrema izquierda europea, el régimen sigue vivo y es la imagen de Europa la
que estd en juego; tenemos que ser los europeos los que establezcamos, de una vez, las sanciones oportunas. Y debemos
tener clara la persecucién de los miembros de este clan, que estdn pervirtiendo las libertades y la democracia del pueblo
venezolano.

También debemos mostrar nuestro apoyo firme y decidido a la oposicién venezolana y al pueblo venezolano, que
ejercié su derecho al voto y que declard que queria fuera a este régimen. A ver si, de una vez, los europeos escuchamos
y sabemos apoyar a esta gente tan valiente como Marfa Corina Machado, como Edmundo Gonzélez y como miles de
venezolanos.

Brivais mikrofons

Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, hd mais de 20 anos que se repete a mesma encenac¢do neste Parlamento
Europeu. S3o mais de duas décadas de ingeréncia, desestabilizacdo e guerra econdémica contra a Venezuela, sempre
acompanhadas de «entusiasmos democrdticos» — entre aspas —, dissimulados e efémeros.

Sdo muitos os que apregoam a democracia, mas que foram responsdveis, cimplices ou coniventes com as varias tenta-
tivas de golpe de Estado, de descredibilizagio de processos eleitorais por parte da extrema-direita fascista, de imposigdo
de um cruel bloqueio econémico e financeiro contra a Venezuela. A concecio de democracia que, aqui, é defendida para
a Venezuela teve uma expressdo direta no ataque ao Consulado venezuelano em Lisboa, nos dltimos dias.

O povo venezuelano nio precisa de licdes sobre o que deve fazer. Precisa de respeito pelas suas decisdes soberanas e do
fim da ingeréncia externa e das agressdes de que tem sido vitima. Precisa do fim do bloqueio e das sang¢des que tém
imposto, a partir de fora, a degradagdo das condi¢des de vida.

E do lado do respeito pelo povo venezuelano que devem estar os democratas e €, desse lado, que continuaremos a estar.

Diana Iovanovici Sosoacd (NI). — Domnule presedinte, am stat si v-am ascultat cum vorbiti de lucruri pe care nu le
cunoasteti si nu le-ati vdzut. Poate ci nu stiti — vd aduc eu la cunostintd acum — eu am participat la investirea in functia
de presedinte a domnului Maduro. Am fost invitatd special, am fost cu delegatie oficiald, au participat 125 de téri. Din
toate tdrile Uniunii Europene, au fost delegatii, inclusiv parlamentare. Din toatd Europa, au fost delegatii. Nu mai mintiti
cd au fost doar trei tari.
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Eu personal am fost, am fost si pe scend, am fost si la investire, am fost peste tot. Asa cd, dacd vregi sd stiti ce se
intampld in Venezuela, ar trebui si vd duceti, ca si intelegeti. E vorba de sanctiuni impuse de Statele Unite ale
Americii, pentru cd Venezuela nu doreste si isi dea resursele, asa cum Roménia si le-a dat de nu mai are nimic.

Este o luptd a poporului venezuelean pentru a-si pistra independenta si suveranitatea tdrii. Stiu cd nu vd convine (...)
(Presedintele a retras cuvdntul vorbitoarei)
(Briva mikrofona uzstasanos beigas.)

Andrius Kubilius, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, dear Members of Parliament, first of all let me assure that
the EU will stand up for the restoration of democracy in Venezuela. I have taken good note of our exchange and will
convey to High Representative Kallas the different positions expressed today.

The debate today proves that we collectively remain committed to the democratic aspirations of the Venezuelan people.
It is high time Venezuela built a future defined by peace and democracy without repression or fear. The EU will always
stand by those defending human rights, democracy and the rule of law. The European Union demands that the voice of
Venezuelans is listened to. Their democratic will must be respected.

Prieksseédétajs. — Esmu sanémis piecus rezoliiciju priekslikumus, lai noslégtu $is debates.
Debates ir slégtas.

Balso3ana notiks ceturtdien.

15. Further deterioration of the political situation in Georgia (debate)

Prieksseédétajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Komisijas pazinojumu par politiskas situacijas turp-
maku pasliktinasanos Gruzija (2025/2522(RSP)).

Magnus Brunner, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, for more than 50 days now,
Georgians have been taking to the streets across the country in unprecedented protests, fighting for the democratic
future of their country as part of the European family and for exercising also their fundamental rights. They have
been met with violent repression, with intimidation and also with detentions.

Georgia’s progressive democratic decline is actually very much alarming. The authorities have recently enacted a number
of amendments to various laws, further restricting fundamental rights and undermining also democratic governance.
The violence and hate language against peaceful protesters, against politicians and media representatives, the reported
dismissal of public servants for political reasons, as well as the threats made against Salome Zourabichvili, are comple-
tely unacceptable. Many detainees remain in custody and face potential prison sentences for criminal charges.

Yet, to this day, not a single representative of the law enforcement agencies has been charged, despite the violent crack-
down of protests and despite serious accusations of torture of detained protesters levelled by the Georgian ombudsper-
son. Such actions are not compatible with the status of a European Union candidate.

The EU keeps standing in solidarity with the Georgian people, and we urge the authorities to take swift action to de-
escalate the tensions. Those unjustly detained must be released, acts of violence investigated and there must be conse-
quences for the law enforcement officials involved in these illegal actions. We also urge the authorities to implement
recommendations outlined in the final OSCE report on the recent elections, and explore all options to restore trust in
Georgia’s democratic institutions, always, of course, in dialogue with all political forces and representatives of civil
society, including the call by the Georgian society to consider the possibility on new elections.
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Honourable Members, last year, the European Union adopted a number of measures to react to Georgia's continuous
democratic decline. We downgraded political contexts and halted our assistance to the authorities. EUR 30 million under
the European Peace Facility and more than EUR 121 million in direct assistance to the government. And at the same
time, we continue to stand with the civil society organisations and independent media. EUR 8.5 million have already
been reallocated to them, and we are also ready to reallocate additional funds to communication activities as we need to
step up our response to disinformation.

The European Council decided to de facto halt Georgia’s accession process. In December 2024, the leaders reiterated EU
serious concerns regarding the course of action by the Georgian Government and its decision to suspend the country’s
EU accession process until 2028. The European Council underlined its readiness to support the Georgian people’s
European aspirations and Georgia’s path accession, should the Georgian authorities reverse their course of action.
Regrettably, the authorities have not reversed course of action.

At the December Foreign Affairs Council, Member States broadly agreed to start the process of halting the visa-free
regime for Georgian diplomatic and service passport holders. The Commission swiftly prepared the proposal, still in
December last year, and the respective Council decision should be adopted by the end of January. This decision will send
a clear political message that we are holding the authorities into account. Last year, the Foreign Affairs Council also held
the first discussion on the adoption of sanctions against the individuals responsible for the disproportionate use of force
against protesters.

At the upcoming Foreign Affairs Council on 27 January, the Member States’ discussions on Georgia will continue. We
have also closely followed the discussions in this House and the resolutions passed with the overwhelming majority. We
remain open to consider further measures in light of the developments in Georgia.

Rasa Jukneviciené, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, the brave Georgians have been protesting
against their stolen European future for more than 50 days, despite the brutality and violence of the Georgian Dream
authorities. By the way, people in the streets call them the 'Kremlin Dream’ or 'Russian Dream’ party.

As Georgians fight for their European path, it is our duty to be clear in our support. First, the only true and legitimate
representative of the Georgian people and only recognised office-holder is the President, Salome Zourabichvili. Second,
Georgian Dream and the self-declared one-party parliament is not a legitimate authority. I urge the EU leaders, Member
States and other international organisations to abstain from all actions that would legitimise the self-appointed Georgian
Dream authority.

The violence against the people, the political opposition and the civil society continues to intensify. One of the opposi-
tion leaders, Giorgi Gakharia, has been brutally beaten, and independent journalists have been attacked, including Mzia
Amaglobeli, who has been imprisoned for two months. Europe must respond to this by imposing personal sanctions on
those responsible, particularly Bidzina Ivanishvili.

The only way out of this crisis is new, independent, fair elections without any delay.

Tobias Cremer, on behalf of the S§D Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, last week we just heard former Georgian
Prime Minister Giorgi Gakharia was brutally attacked by a group of government thugs, including a Georgian Dream so-
called MP armed with a gun. Gakharia was left bleeding, with broken bones, and had to be hospitalised.

Colleagues, sadly, this is not an isolated incident. Over the past weeks and months, more than 400 Georgians — politi-
cians, journalists, but also ordinary citizens — have been arrested, tortured and imprisoned. Their crime: taking to the
streets for 55 days now to demand a European future for their country.
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I have seen these people’s courage first-hand during our visit in December. Georgians of all ages and all walks of life —
young and old, rich and poor, conservative and progressive — stand together, united in their fight for a future in this
European Union and for the right to be represented on this very floor in the European Parliament. And they do so
knowing full well that no one is safe in Georgia any more from the repression and threats of Georgian Dream — no
former prime minister, not even the President herself, who spoke to us so passionately just one month ago.

But Georgians are not allowing themselves to be intimidated by that and neither should we, because this escalation of
violence is not a sign of strength, but a sign that Georgian Dream is panicking. They are panicking because they have
underestimated the will of the Georgian people and the power of the European idea. They thought that they could rig
the elections and play the Russian playbook with disinformation and intimidation to cement their power. But they have
slowly realised now that this has been a pact with the devil. Putin is not looking for partners or allies, but for vessels
and colonies. And we've seen in Syria that suppressing your own people, relying on Putin, will lead you nowhere but
into Russian exile.

There is still time for Georgian Dream to end this Georgian nightmare. The gates of Europe, the gates of freedom remain
open. But for this, the Georgian Government needs to cease the violence against its own people. It must allow Georgians
to express their will in new and fair elections. And they need to do so now!

Thierry Mariani, au nom du groupe PfE. — Monsieur le Président, «Bruxelles doit en faire plus pour soutenir les forces
pro-européennes.» Ce débat est a I'image des propos scandaleux que vient de tenir le président de la commission des
affaires étrangéres du Bundestag. Mais de quel droit pensez-vous influencer les choix démocratiques d’un peuple souver-
ain? Car ces mots ne sont pas ceux du dialogue et du respect mutuel que méritent les nations, mais un aveu d’ingérence
illustrant I'arrogance européenne.

En Géorgie, le peuple a parlé, rien que le peuple. D'ailleurs, 'OSCE I'a confirmé dans son rapport du 20 décembre 2024:
aucune ingérence étrangere n'y est mentionnée, aucune. En revanche, depuis la réélection de Réve géorgien, Bruxelles
multiplie les ingérences pour refuser le choix des Géorgiens. Et que dire des violences que vous cautionnez silencieuse-
ment — plus de 150 policiers géorgiens blessés?

A Thilissi, I'Union européenne n’est pas la protectrice de la démocratie, mais la complice du chaos. Ce pays est libre,
arrétez de le caricaturer. Les Géorgiens veulent de 'Europe, mais d’'une Europe qui respecte leur choix, car, aprés 'Union
soviétique, la Géorgie ne veut pas devenir une colonie de Bruxelles.

Malgorzata Gosiewska, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Od dwdch miesiecy Gruzja pograzona jest w
masowych protestach przeciwko brutalnej, antydemokratycznej wladzy, ktéra sfalszowala kolejny juz raz wybory oraz —
co wywolalo najwigkszy sprzeciw — zawiesita rozmowy akcesyjne z Unia Europejska. Wladze odpowiadaja brutalnymi
represjami. Gruzja znalazla si¢ w punkcie krytycznym — wygra kierunek europejskich wartosci badz zbrodniczy rezim
Kremla.

Jako Parlament Europejski nie mozemy sta¢ z boku. Musimy stanowczo domagaé si¢ sankcji wobec oligarchy
Iwaniszwilego, zwigzanych z nim biznesmenéw i politykéw gruzinskich, izolacji migdzynarodowej obecnego rzadu i
parlamentu, wsparcia niezaleznych mediéw gruzinskich, pomocy skierowanej do proeuropejskich organizacji i $rodo-
wisk niezaleznych, uwolnienia bylego prezydenta Saakaszwilego oraz innych wigZniéw politycznych. Musimy tez budo-
wacé, Szanowni Pafistwo, pozytywny kierunek Unii Europejskiej wbrew propagandzie Moskwy. Szanowni Panstwo, czas
na stanowcze dzialania! Czas na decyzje!

Nathalie Loiseau, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, en Géorgie, I'Union européenne est la seule a ne rien
faire, et c'est une honte. Les élections ont été volées, et ni le nouveau président, ni le gouvernement, ni le parlement ne
sont légitimes. Monsieur le Commissaire, jattends encore que vous le disiez avec clarté, comme notre Parlement a su le
dire.

La population manifeste depuis cinquante-cing jours. Elle fait face a des intimidations, a une répression brutale, a des
arrestations arbitraires et a des violences. Le Conseil a été incapable de prendre des sanctions sérieuses, et les Etats sont
encore trop frileux, a lexception des pays baltes, que je salue. Les Etats-Unis ont agi, pas nous. Les mesures que nous
avons prises n'ont aucun sens.
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Les Géorgiens défilent dans la rue avec des drapeaux européens, ils croient en I'Europe — franchement, ils ont bien du
mérite. La présidente Zourabichvili alerte avec constance et justesse: ce qui se passe en Géorgie est grave, pas seulement
pour les Géorgiens, mais pour le Caucase, pour la sécurité en mer Noire, et donc pour nous.

Pour le moment, en Géorgie, le score est de 1 pour Poutine, 0 pour 'Europe — et pour la démocratie. Le match n'est pas
fini, faisons en sorte de ne pas le perdre.

Reinier Van Lanschot, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, it's cold outside today, so imagine going outside
and standing there for the next six hours. You shiver, your stomach rumbles and you fear the police might beat you for
no reason. Sitting on the couch at home with your family would be so much better. But you stay and you go again
tomorrow, like you have been doing for the past 55 days, because you want your country to stop becoming a dictator-
ship. Because you want your country to have democracy and freedom, because you want your country to join the
European Union.

Now, how would you feel if that same Union, after months of debates, would decide that they maybe, just maybe, make
it a little bit harder for the officials of that oppressing regime to travel by plane?

European Commission, what are you waiting for? Georgia needs our help! Travel to Tbilisi, support President
Zourabichvili, and with a coalition of the willing enforce real sanctions!

Danilo Della Valle, a nome del gruppo The Left. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, io immagino che le generazioni
future scruteranno I'operato di questo Parlamento, interrogandosi sull’azione dei rappresentanti delle democrazie europee
mentre 'Occidente scivolava nel caos.

Per 'ennesima volta ci accingiamo a dibattere sulla situazione in Georgia, ma questa assemblea non ha trovato il tempo
di esprimersi con una sola risoluzione sulle condizioni disumane e sul genocidio perpetrato ai danni della popolazione
palestinese.

E tutto questo per me ¢ vergognoso.

La verita ¢ che non esiste un reale interesse verso la democrazia e verso i diritti umani: i partiti di maggioranza sfruttano
questa retorica solo per attaccare i paesi che non si piegano agli interessi occidentali.

In Georgia, 'OSCE ha potuto constatare, nel complesso, il corretto svolgimento delle elezioni. Cid non nega le proble-
matiche del paese, che sono tantissime — e noi abbiamo condannato diverse leggi che ci sono in Georgia che non
condividiamo — ma allo stesso tempo ¢ inaccettabile la volonta dell’élite europea di voler alterare il risultato elettorale
quando questo non coincide con le scelte di politica estera della NATO. Si giunge persino a legittimare una presidente,
nonostante sia ormai legalmente decaduta.

Questa mentalita appartiene al passato. Se non volete ascoltare noi, almeno prendete in considerazione i cittadini eur-
opei che non votano o sostengono qualsiasi altra formazione politica in discontinuita con l'attuale leadership dell'Unione
europea.

E tempo di un cambiamento radicale del nostro approccio per non tradire la fiducia dei popoli che rappresentiamo e per
affrontare con equita e giustizia le sfide globali che ci attendono.

Tomasz Froelich, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Die EU beklagt stindig fremde Einmischung, dabei
mischt sie sich selbst seit Monaten in die Angelegenheiten Georgiens ein. Sie droht Georgien mit Sanktionen. Sie unter-
stiitzt einen Staatsstreich in Tiflis, der an den blutigen Euromaidan in der Ukraine erinnert — aufgestachelte Demonstran-
ten, vom Ausland finanzierte NGOs, Massenprotest auf den Straflen. Das Ergebnis kennen wir — es ist kein gutes.

Die EU macht dies deshalb, weil sie nicht verlieren kann. Denn in Georgien haben sich politische Krifte durchgesetzt, die
die Briisseler Agenda nicht teilen. Die Georgier wollen traditionelle christliche Werte statt Wokeness, Souverénitat statt
Westbindung, Frieden statt Krieg. Und sie wollen keine Fremdeinmischung — weder aus Moskau noch aus Briissel noch
aus Washington — nachvollziehbar. Ein Michael Roth von der SPD hat auf den Straffen von Tiflis als Anpeitscher nichts
verloren.
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Wir sollten deshalb — auch im eigenen Interesse — den Willen der Georgier respektieren. Keine arroganten Belehrungen,
keine eskalierenden Interventionen, sondern gute diplomatische Bezichungen zu Tiflis. Denn Georgien darf nicht zu
einer zweiten Ukraine werden.

Michal Wawrykiewicz (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner: 'l will not bow to this regime; I will not play by its rules.
I am on the hunger strike. There is something greater than life itself - it's freedom.” These powerful words from the
courageous Georgian journalist Ms Mzia Amaglobeli remind us how serious the situation in Georgia is today.

As she stands against the pro-Russian regime of Ivanishvili, I stand with her and with all of these fantastic people on the
streets of Thilisi or Batumi; and I can simply say T'm Georgian today!".

Europe underestimated Russian imperialists for many decades. We cannot repeat the mistakes of Yalta in 2014. Now is
the time to act. We must impose stronger sanctions and support free media, as well as citizens struggling for the
democratic and European future of Georgia.

As Ms Amaglobeli warns: 'today, it is me; tomorrow it could be anyone.” The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good people to do nothing. Let us not fail Georgia!

Nacho Sdnchez Amor (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, sobre las elecciones, algunos colegas han afirmado
aqui que la observacion electoral internacional consideré perfectas las elecciones. No es asi. No puedo entrar en detalles,
querido amigo Mariani, pero la OSCE criticd duramente muchas condiciones y también la presion violenta sobre los
electores.

Pero hay un elemento del que se habla poco: la agenda oculta de las elecciones. Suefio Georgiano se presentd a las
elecciones sin decirle a los votantes: «voy a sacar al pais del camino europeo». Seguramente muchos georgianos hubieran
votado de distinta forma si hubieran sabido que lo que le proponia el Gobierno era «fuera Europa, bienvenida Rusia».
Por tanto, hay un elemento de legitimidad que hay que volver a decir.

Algunos compafieros se han referido también al ataque a Giorgi Gajaria, exprimer ministro del pais, por personas
armadas del partido del Gobierno. Ese hecho y muchos otros reflejan un elemento de impunidad absoluta. Los activistas
son perseguidos, son juzgados y son puestos en la cdrcel inmediatamente. No hay todavia ninguna resolucién judicial
sobre los agresores de los activistas proeuropeos. Eso, obviamente, no es casualidad. No son solo algunos policias, sefior
comisario, son también muchos activistas...

(el presidente retira la palabra al orador)

Rihards Kols (ECR). — Mr President, dear colleagues, the situation in Georgia is deteriorating rapidly. The Georgian
people want the European future, but their government responds with violence, repression and lies. The Georgian
'nightmare party’ has abandoned all its commitments and any pretences, silencing opposition, harassing journalists and
using brutal force against peaceful protesters.

The regime makes a mockery of democracy, hiding behind its principles while trampling them with every action. Their
propaganda is straight out of the Kremlin's playbook. Absurd to the point of eliciting a laugh, but not dangerous in its
intent. They present themselves as defenders of stability while sowing chaos and targeting their own citizens.

If we do nothing, we abandon the Georgian people to the government that fears democracy and thrives on oppression.
The EU must suspend Georgia’s accession process and impose sanctions on those enabling this crackdown. Georgian
people cannot afford to be left at the mercy of those who despise its European path.

Helmut Brandstiitter (Renew). — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar! In Osterreich werde ich manchmal gefragt: Warum
beschiftigen Sie sich mit Georgien? Dann kann ich sagen: Ja, weil Georgien einst ein Musterbeispiel fiir Demokratie war
und sich zu einem autoritiren Staat entwickelt hat; nein, es wurde zu einem autoritiren Staat gemacht von einem
Oligarchen, einem Menschen, der nur Geld verdienen wollte, gemeinsam mit einem anderen, einem skrupellosen
Mann, dem in Moskau, einem Kriegsverbrecher, der das nichste Land besetzen will.
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Dass das den Kollegen von der AfD nicht stort, das weif8 ich schon, weil Sie ja natiirlich mit Demokratie nichts anfangen
konnen, vor allem nicht damit was anfangen konnen, dass das ein europiisches Volk ist, ein altes européisches Kultur-
volk, und die Menschen dort wollen leben wie wir. Sie wollen in Freiheit leben. Sie wollen mit Demokraten, mit
Demokratie leben, sie wollen normale demokratische Medien haben, und das wird ihnen nicht gestattet, und deswegen
ist es selbstverstindlich, dass wir uns fiir sie einsetzen. Es war beeindruckend, wie die Prisidentin Surabischwili da war,
und ich danke allen, die dort waren, ob das der Kollege Roth aus dem deutschen Bundestag war oder andere. Klare
Worte: Liebe Menschen in Georgien, wir sind auf Eurer Seite, wir vergessen Euch nicht.

Sergey Lagodinsky (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, we were talking here about misinformation and lies, and some of
those lies have made it to this panel, to this podium. People talking about 'bloody Maidan’ or violence in the streets. We
were in the streets. Many of us went to Tbilisi. We were actually doing your job while you were still here. And we were
walking with those people through the cold Georgian evening and cold Georgian night — hundreds and thousands of
people. They walked for their future and the future of their grandchildren, proclaiming they want a European future.

Georgians dream of a democratic future aligned with the European dream. And this is the true dream of Georgia. But
the party that calls itself Georgian Dream, uses the full force of its authority to persecute journalists, attack peaceful
protesters and even opposition and former prime ministers like Giorgi Gakharia, who was attacked in a brutal way just
a couple of days ago.

So, Irakli Kobakhidze and Mikheil Kavelashvili: the Georgian Dream of the new, tailored direction has its names. So,
Irakli Kobakhidze and Mikheil Kavelashvili, 'm asking you, how much are you ready to escalate? Your people want only
one thing: they want a rerun of elections under democratic circumstances. And this is what you have to grant them.
This is the right they are fighting for, and they don’t want to be tortured. We saw people who were tortured in Georgia.
They have a right to be safe, and if not, then we should work on a coalition of the willing who would impose targeted
sanctions also against you.

Petar Volgin (ESN). — I'-u Ilpencenarer, yBaxaemu KOIErd, OCHOBHOTO pasfielleHye B JHEILIHMS CBAT € MEXJY CUIIMTE, KOUTO
VICKAT OTHETTHUTE HALMM CaMy M@ PellaBaT BAaXXHMTE 33 TSAX BBIIPOCH, M CUIIMTE, KOMTO HACTOSIBAT 33 TOTA/IHA HaMmeca Ha Hal-
HalMOHAITHUTe VMHCTUTYLMY B KMBOTA Ha IbpXKaBuTe.

B T'pysust BuKIaMe TOUHO TOBA IIPOTUBOINOCTABsIHE. XyOaBoTo €, ue Hacrosimara Bract B TOusmicy, n30bpaHa OT MHOSMHCTBOTO OT
TPy3MHINTE, MMalle ¥ NPOIBIKABA 1a MMA CMEIOCTTA A Ce NPOTUBONOCTABS HA M3KIIOUMTETHO CHITHMS HATUCK, MABAL OT
Bammnrron u Bpiokcen. KonekruBHusT 3anan MHOIO VICKA [a IIPMIIOXKY YKPaVHCKUS CLEHApWIi OTIpemy fecetwiietus B I'pysus,
TOECT 1a CBAJIM C MpPeBpaT M3OPAHOTO 3aKOHHO IPABMTENCTBO. YTIpaBisiBaiuyte B TOMIMCH CIMPAT Te3W ONUTH, 3aLIOTO 3HAAT, Ye
aKO TOBA Ce CITyul, CIIEBAIIATA CTBIKA € CTPaHAaTa MM fa GbIe HATMKAHA B MOPEOHATA BOCHHA MECOMEIIAYKa, TOYHO TAKa, KAKTO
Gelre HanpaBeHO ¢ YKpaifHa.

[otinar nut Ha Bnact B [py3ust MapTuu, CIOHCOPUPAHM OT 3allajiHMTE BIACTOBY LIEHTPOBE, XpeLNTe HA BOJHATA I MOXKEPTBAT
Tpysust MO ChIMMSI HAYMH, N0 KOITO HAKOTALIHNTE XPELM HA aUTeKMTe Ca MpUHAcsym Oe30poil YOBEIIKM XepTBM Ha CBOMTE
KpbBOXAIHM 6Orose.

Branislav Ondru$ (NI). — VdZeny pdn predsedajiici, ddmy a pdni, najabsurdnej$im je obvinenie gruzinskej vlady, ze je
proruskd. Ako mozZe byt proruskd vldda, ktord sa nezmierila s okupéciou vy$e 20 % svojho tizemia, ktord pozaduje, aby
Rusi sa stiahli a bojuje za obnovenie izemnej celistvosti Gruzinska? Dne$nd situdcia je dosledkom ignorovania gruzins-
kej reality a bezprecedentného zasahovania roznych eur()pskych politikov do wvndtornych gruzinskych zilezitosti.
Zmenene postoje gruzinskej vlddy za posledné dva roky st obrannym mechanizmom v reakcii na neférovy ndtlak zo
strany Eurépy. Namiesto tolerancie a pochopenia komplikovanej gruzinskej reality vo vztahu k Rusku zacala Unia
Gruzincom diktovat bez ohladu na dopady na ich ekonomiku a obranyschopnost. Gruzinsko je odsidené na vyvdzené
vztahy s Ruskom, pretoze EU mu nepontka ani len bezpe¢nostné zaruky. Ruskd armdda moze byt v Tbilisi za tri dni a
ja vam prlpommam ze EU mnoho rokov priatelsky spolupracovala s Ruskom bez ohladu na dlhoro¢nd 0kupac1u
gruzinskeho tzemia. Preto vyzyvam na zmenu ndsho pristupu a obnovenie férového a partnerského dialégu s gruzins-
kou vlddou na béze vzdjomného respektu.

138/148 ELL http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj


http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5389/oj

0J C, 9.10.2025 EN

Antonio Lépez-Istiariz White (PPE). — Mr President, one thing is clear: the October parliamentary elections were not
free and fair. We cannot allow those who stole the elections to get away with it. A wake-up call, members of the
Commission, members of the European Council: in this Parliament, we have it clear that the de facto authorities con-
trolled by the oligarch Ivanishvili have adopted increasingly repressive legislation, while detentions of protesters, activists
and journalists are used to try to silence the opposition.

The several violent incidents targeting political leaders last week are just unacceptable. The European path to resolving
this crisis is clear. We have to be with the Georgian people and ask for the immediate release of all political prisoners
and the organisation of new, fair and transparent elections.

We cannot leave Georgia in the hands of the Russians, in the hands of Putin. We have to be close and give our support
and our warmth to the people that are suffering in the streets in Georgia.

Marcos Ros Sempere (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, la democracia contintia amenazada en Georgia. Ya
lo dijo la misi6n de observacion del Parlamento Europeo en el pais: alertaron de casos de compra de votos, de doble
voto, antes y durante las elecciones.

Un Parlamento elegido en unas elecciones de dudosa validez ha elegido ahora un nuevo presidente y la escalada va a
mds: auge de la violencia politica, ataques a lideres de la oposicién... Quiero recordar aqui expresamente a Giorgi
Gajaria, uno de los lideres de la oposicion, que ha tenido que ser hospitalizado tras la agresion de los violentos.

Atln queda camino que recorrer para que Georgia pueda convertirse en miembro de la Unién Europea. Este es el camino
que Suefio Georgiano quiere interrumpir, quiere frenar el progreso y el avance de Georgia hacia Europa.

La ciudadania georgiana merece unas elecciones transparentes y poder elegir un presidente que sea coherente con la
voluntad del pueblo georgiano. Una Georgia democratica que camine hacia una Europa mds unida.

Veronika Vrecionovd (ECR). — Pane piedsedajici, kolegové, strana Gruzinsky sen ve volbach uspéla diky politice stra-
Seni vilkou a Zdpadem ¢i pouzivani riiznych konspiracnich teoril. Jejich pochybny vysledek stal také na ovladnuti médif
oligarchou, ktery tuto stranu vlastni. Neni divu, Ze Gruzinci po nich vysli do ulic. Reakce moci na dlouhodobé protesty
je naprosto neadekvétni. Sledujeme surové zdsahy policie proti demonstrantiim, biti opozi¢nich politikti i novindit
pfisluhova¢i rezimu. Vidime ndsilné akce na zastraseni viech, kterym vadi podivné volby a otoceni zahrani¢népolitické
orientace smérem k Rusku. Na pofadu dne je i dalsi utahovani $roubt v gruzinské politice. Podporujme dal prozdpadni
politické sily a podpofme sankce proti tém, kteff se obratili proti vlastnim ob¢antim.

Dainius Zalimas (Renew). — Mr President, today we can ask ourselves, is it worth being an ally of the European Union?
The reality before us suggests a painful answer. Those who stand under the EU flag and fight for our values face
violence, silence and even sometimes, betrayal.

In Ukraine, people are dying for the European aspirations. In Georgia, citizens striving for democracy suffer from
brutality.

Just last week, as it was mentioned, Giorgi Gakharia, one of the opposition leaders, and Zviad Koridze, the head of
Transparency International in Georgia, were attacked and severely beaten. The editor of Georgian independent media
outlet Mzia Amaglobeli was arrested and started a hunger strike.

Our liberal democracy is becoming a synonym of weakness. I fear we are losing the respect of those who look to us as a
beacon of hope. To restore that respect in Georgia we must clearly recognise Salome Zourabichvili as the legitimate
president of the Georgian people, not to recognise the legitimacy of the Georgian regime authorities, as well as to target
all the accomplices of the regime with the most effective sanctions.

Our financial resources must be redirected immediately to those upholding democracy, independent media and civil
society.
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Davor Ivo Stier (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, kolegice i kolege, u Gruziji su danas ograni¢ene temeljne ljudske
slobode. Stigmatizirane su organizacije civilnog drustva, potkopan je integritet gruzijskih demokratskih institucija.

Rad gruzijskih nevladinih organizacija pralen je kaznenim mjerama protiv predstavnika civilnog drustva, ukljucujudi
neopravdano pozivanje na ispitivanje i visoke novc¢ane kazne, a s druge strane gruzijski sudovi ubrzano i masovno
odbacuju tuzbe koje su podnijele oporbene politicke stranke i predstavnici civilnog drustva.

Svjedoci smo prosvjeda gruzijskih gradana, dok s druge strane policija nasilno rastjeruje prosvjednike koriste¢i nerazm-
jerno nasilje protiv mirnih prosvjednika. Proces pristupanja Europskoj uniji de facto je zaustavljen i to upravo zbog
postupaka gruzijskih vlasti.

Stoga moramo i dalje dati potporu legitimnim europskim teZnjama gruzijskih gradana koji Zele demokratsku i europsku
Gruziju.

Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collégues, bravant la répression,
les Géorgiens manifestent pour la liberté, pour la démocratie, pour 'Europe. Et que font les dirigeants européens pour
répondre a leurs appels? Rien. Rien ou presque.

Pendant dix ans, cette passivité européenne a laissé Poutine placer ses hommes a Tbilissi. Elle a laissé un oligarque a
passeport francais, Bidzina Ivanichvili, acheter un pays pour le compte du Kremlin. Elle a laissé la chasse aux opposants
et aux journalistes devenir une norme. Elle a laissé 'homophobie ou la xénophobie devenir un dogme. Elle a laissé
emprisonner I'ancien président Saakachvili et démanteler la démocratie géorgienne.

Votre passivité, a la Commission et au Conseil, a, en un mot comme en cent, trahi les amis de 'Europe en Géorgie.
Alors arrétez d’étre passifs. Suivez enfin les demandes réitérées de ce Parlement, sanctionnez Bidzina Ivanichvili et ses
affidés. Ne vous contentez plus de mots, ne laissez pas Poutine kidnapper une nation européenne de plus sans réagir. -
Sakartvelos gaumarjos!

Reinhold Lopatka (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, the 24 October parliamentary elections have
raised serious questions about the Georgian Government's commitment to democratic values and to European
integration. As one of the election observers, together with my colleagues, we noted significant irregularities, including
political pressure before the election day, misuse of state resources and attacks on opposition politicians, all undermin-
ing the principles of free and fair elections.

But something absolutely new for me was the use of surveillance cameras in all polling stations. I have observed
elections in 35 different countries, but this was absolutely new for me. Such actions are unacceptable for a country
with EU candidate status.

We have to support all the democratic forces and we have to say it very clearly: the ‘Georgian Dream’ stopped European
integration and they are very close with Russia. This is the situation, and here we have to be loud and clear.

Michal Szczerba (PPE). — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, dear colleagues, the worsening political situation in Georgia
demands our immediate attention. Just one month ago, I visited Tbilisi with a cross-party delegation of seven MEPs and
I have to tell you very openly that the last Georgian election was stolen, and the only legitimate representative of
Georgia is President Zourabichvili.

The European Parliament has reaffirmed its support for the Georgian people, but what we need now are actions. First of
all, Ivanishvili and Georgian Dream officials must be sanctioned, including asset freezing. We need action. We just have
to stop talking. I strongly condemn violence against the people and threats against the President.

I ask the Commission, I ask the Council: do your job. You have to be with the Georgian people. Georgia is a candidate
country. We need them.
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Lukas Mandl (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, in 2019, at the beginning of the last mandate, I was
meant to visit Tbilisi and to speak in the Georgian Parliament, on the premises of the parliament at a different event. But
this speech never happened, because during this event a Russian visitor at that time took over the chair of the event,
and the people went on the streets and demonstrated against it and the event had to be cancelled.

This is one of the occasions when I visited Georgia — and I have visited Georgia several times — when I clearly under-
stood that the vast majority of people is very much against the influence of this Putin Russian regime we face every-
where. They want the European perspective. They wanted a Georgian dream within Europe, but the party that's called
‘Georgian Dream’ became a Georgian 'nightmare’.

I feel disappointed myself visiting often — and meeting here in the European Parliament even more often — Georgian
representatives. And I feel disappointed for Europe, as the EU can do a lot for Georgia and others to be faster with
European integration processes.

Brivais mikrofons

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Gerbiamas posédzio pirmininke, gerbiamas komisare, kolegos, visi daugmaz
kalbéjusieji i§ tiesy pabrézia be galo akivaizdziai, kad didelé dalis Sakartvelo visuomenés yra pasirengusi dar karta
reikalauti pakartotiniy ir saZiningy rinkimy. Ir akivaizdu, kad mes turime aiskiai atsakyti sau i klausima: ka Komisija
blogai daré arba nepadaré per penkerius metus? Kada juk tiek, penki metai, buvo taip vadinamos Ryty partnerystés arba
Ryty kaimynystés politikos. Ir ko Europos Sajunga nepadaré, kad Stai dabar tokia yra situacija Sakartvele, kur mes tiek
daug déjome vilciy, kad desimt bus 3aliy kandidaciy, stojanciy i Europos Sajunga. Stai dabar Gruzijos klausimas yra
jsales ir komplikuotas visais poZidiriais. Todél i§ tiesy ragin¢iau Komisijg Zymiai aktyviau jsijungti j Sakartvelo problema-
tikos sprendima.

(Briva mikrofona uzstasanos beigas.)

Magnus Brunner, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you for your insightful con-
tributions to this debate. For months, the Georgian people have been demonstrating their attachment to democratic
values and their European future. Their determination and resilience deserve our support. The European Union will not
abandon them on this journey.

We will further increase our support to civil society and independent media so they can continue their work during this
very crucial period. We will also further step up our communication and fight against disinformation and, ultimately,
the future of EU-Georgia relations lies in the hands of the Georgian authorities. Their stated commitment should be
demonstrated through concrete actions, including the implementation of the ODIHR recommendations, the investiga-
tions, also, of electoral irregularities, the prosecution of those responsible for violence against peaceful demonstrators,
and a genuine commitment and action on the necessary pro-European reforms. Our door will be open to re-engage on
this basis.

I also note that you, honourable Members, and a number of Member States, have suggested that the authorities should
address the calls for new elections, while the current measures taken by the European Union address the undemocratic
actions of the authorities.

Let me reiterate that our support for the European aspirations of the Georgian people will of course continue.
Priekssedetajs. — Debates ir slégtas.

Balso$ana notiks februara sesija.

16. Humanitarian crisis in Sudan (debate)

Priekssedetajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Komisijas pazinojumu par humanitaro kiizi Sudana
(2025/2520(RSP)).
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Magnus Brunner, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, today we are witnessing a tragedy
that should haunt the conscience of the world. Sudan is not merely in crisis, it is a nation in freefall, grappling with the
largest displacement emergency on the planet.

The numbers tell the tragic story: more than 15 million people uprooted from their homes; cities emptied; villages
abandoned; families torn apart; 11.5 million Sudanese are now internally displaced, and 3.5 million have sought refuge
in neighbouring countries. These are not just numbers: these are lives — lives scarred by unimaginable hardship, tragedy
and despair, and the scale of suffering in Sudan is staggering. The global humanitarian overview for 2025 named Sudan
as the country with the most people in need worldwide — over 30 million. To put this in perspective, Sudan accounts
for 10 % of all people requiring humanitarian aid across the world. Yet Sudan represents less than 1 % of the world’s
population.

Honourable Members, Sudan is a catastrophe unfolding before our eyes, with a food and nutrition crisis of unprece-
dented proportions. The Famine Review Committee’s report of December 2025 paints a horrific picture: more
than 24 million people — over half the population — are acutely food-insecure, with over 8 million in emergency
conditions and over 638 000 in IPC phase 5, a famine-level catastrophe.

The situation is getting worse. Five areas, including North Darfur and the western Nuba mountains, are in famine. Five
more are projected to follow by May of this year. Imagine the despair of a mother unable to feed her child. Imagine
communities watching as entire generations are lost to hunger and malnutrition. This is not just a crisis, it is a heart-
breaking catastrophe. There is no other word for that.

Sudan is also the epicentre of the largest protection crisis in the world. The conflict has unleashed appalling human
rights violations, particularly in Darfur, Khartoum and Al Jazirah. Reports of mass killings, indiscriminate shelling and
the systemic use of sexual violence are horrifying. Just last October, mass atrocities in Al Jazirah highlighted the use of
sexual violence as a weapon of war. And these violations are not just crimes against individuals, they are crimes against
humanity. Just last week, indiscriminate shelling in Khartoum claimed the lives of at least 120 people. This must stop.

Of course, civilians are not targets, humanitarian actors are not targets, and aid workers are not targets. They must be
protected. Every violation of humanitarian law is a scar on our shared humanity. Despite these horrors, our humanitar-
ian partners are beacons of hope for the people of Sudan. They are selfless. Dedication saves lives. They are truly the
unsung heroes. But their work is being hindered at every turn — access constraints, deliberate obstructions and bureau-
cratic hurdles imposed by warring parties. These are stopping aid from reaching the most desperate. To save lives and
feed the starving, humanitarian workers must have safe, unimpeded and uninterrupted access both within Sudan and
across its borders.

The European Union stands with the people of Sudan in these dark hours. Last year we provided nearly
EUR 260 million to the humanitarian response. We mobilised logistics support, air bridges and sea freight to deliver
critical aid. We co-hosted high-level events to give a voice to Sudan’s most vulnerable and to shine a global light on the
crisis. But we must do more. Of course, Sudan’s suffering has got lost in the shadows, hidden from the world’s gaze. We
simply cannot allow that to continue. We will therefore continue to advocate for Sudan, continue to organise events and
push for increased humanitarian access.

Honourable Members, the tragedy unfolding today in Sudan is a moral test, I would say, for all of us. Will we look away
or will we take actions against famine, against displacement, against violation of human dignity and against global
silence? The people of Sudan need more than our compassion: they need food; they need water; they need shelter; and
they need safety. And they need their stories to be heard and their rights defended. They need hope. Let’'s make sure
their cries for help do not echo into the void, but resonate across the world today. Let’s renew our commitment to the
people of Sudan.

Lukas Mandl, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, thank you, thank you Commissioner for your clear words on
this urgent and important issue, dear colleagues.
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This is one of the examples where we need a Europe stronger to the outside, meaning a Europe that can help when help
is needed, and the Europe that pays attention where attention is needed.

[ am in strong contact with the World Food Programme experts and officials. World Food Programme was awarded with
the Nobel Peace Prize a few years ago, as many of you might know, and these experts have a very clear view on things.

And they warn all of us, especially the European Union and the whole world, that this could become a so-called
forgotten crisis while children are suffering. 14 million children are suffering from malnutrition. Just to imagine of
what dimension this crisis would be, and the World Food Programme is dealing with it properly, but can’t do it alone.
Also, the European Union will not be able to do it alone. But if we mean it when we talk about European values, we
really have to act.

And this is also an example for what global gateway, a very important project undertaken by the new European
Commission, can be about. It's not only about this or the other sector of business. Of course it is connected to business
because we can help when our economy is strong. But global gateway also means that we will help. We will reach out
our hand, we will connect, and we will interact all over the world with those who help.

And there’s also one other reason why it is important. Because if we allow to happen what’s happening there, then other
evil powers in other parts of the world who don’t care for human lives, who don't care for children, would also seck for
achieving their goals and objectives via violence and even worse, not caring for other people. That's why we have to act.
That's why we talk in the European Parliament’s plenary, which is an important step forward. And this is why we are
together in this and will act after talking.

Marit Maij, namens de SED-Fractie. — Voorzitter, de situatie in Soedan verslechtert snel. 3,5 miljoen mensen zijn het land
uit gevlucht en 11,5 miljoen mensen zijn ontheemd in het land zelf. Dat is een half miljoen meer dan drie maanden
geleden, toen wij ook over Soedan spraken. De helft van het land loopt het risico op acute honger. Honger wordt, zoals
de commissaris al zei, gebruikt als oorlogswapen, evenals seksueel geweld, met name in de vorm van de verkrachting
van meisjes en vrouwen.

De Verenigde Staten hebben twee van de leiders die verantwoordelijk zijn voor deze mensenrechtenschendingen gesanc-
tioneerd: de leider van de Rapid Support Forces, Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo, en de leider van de Sudanese Armed
Forces, Abdel Fattah al-Burhan. De Europese Unie moet ook de sancties uitbreiden naar die personen, die verantwoor-
delijk zijn voor deze mensenrechtenschendingen.

Laten we meer hulp brengen aan slachtoffers van seksueel geweld en organisaties zoals vrouwenorganisaties financieren.
Laten we de blokkade voor humanitaire hulp opheffen en de landen aanspreken die ervoor zorgen dat deze oorlog kan
doorgaan. Er worden namelijk externe inputs geleverd om deze oorlog vast te houden.

Barry Andrews, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, Commissioner, yesterday President Trump signed an
executive order and he said that no further US aid would be disbursed unless it could be demonstrated to align with
American interests.

Now, the European Union’s development policy is heading in that direction. We have a geopolitical direction for the
disbursement of aid and development aid, and that is becoming a central policy of the European Union. So we might
sneer at President Trump for what he’s doing, but we should also acknowledge that the ideological direction of
European development policy right now is not very far distant from what President Trump has been doing.

And the Commissioner is right: we should be haunted by what's happening, we should be outraged. In August, a famine
was declared. That should have been a game changer. Two weeks ago, the US State Department said that the conflicts
there should be classified as a genocide, and yet the world seems a very much colder place.

So we can say whatever fine words — and I do respect your speech today, Commissioner — but if we are going to have a
genuinely balanced foreign policy, we have to back it up with budgets. We have to back it up with a thoroughly
enlightened development aid policy.
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Isabella Lovin, for Verts/ALE gruppen. — Herr talman! Krisen i Sudan 4r verkligen en fullstindig tragedi och den svaraste
humanitdra krisen i vdrlden ndgonsin. Det rapporteras om overfulla flyktingliger, etnisk rensning, dodande av civila,
sexuella Overgrepp och en snabbt nirmande sviltkatastrof.

FN varnar for folkmord, brott mot minskligheten och krigsforbrytelser. Den interna flyktingkrisen ar den storsta i
virlden med 6ver 10 miljoner méinniskor pd flykt. Samtidigt har World Food Programme konstaterat svilt i Darfur
och mer 4n 25 miljoner ménniskor lider av akut hungersnéd.

Anda har krisen i Sudan inte ftt samma uppmarksamhet i media som andra kriser. Det 4r verkligen en bortglomd kris,
men det gor den inte mindre verklig. Vi méste ge civilbefolkningen i Sudan vért stod. EU mdste gora mer for att skydda
civila och infora sanktioner mot individer och grupper som begatt allvarliga manniskorattsbrott. Vi mdste tvinga lander
som bryter vapenembargot att stoppa vapenleveranserna till stridande parter, 6ka stodet till offer for sexuellt vild och
stodja ICC:s utredning av krigsbrott.

Lynn Boylan, on behalf of The Left Group. — A Uachtardin, Commissioner, 30.4 million people in Sudan — that's half the
population of the country — currently need humanitarian support, and 14.8 million have been displaced. The civilian
population, as we have heard, are facing extreme violence, deprivation and famine conditions, and the sexual violence
faced by Sudanese women must end.

The impact of this war on children is also particularly shameful. Children as young as eight have been raped, and
almost 4 million children suffer from acute malnutrition. Over 2 million babies born during the past 20 months are
at risk from the decimated healthcare system and the crisis levels of hunger.

Amnesty International has called for the arms embargo to be extended to the whole country, and we need to confront
the fact that the military-industrial complex is benefiting from the violence in Sudan, just like they have profited from
the genocide in Gaza.

We should also recall that the peaceful revolution in Sudan only a few short years ago, where the civilian Forces of
Freedom and Change alliance were not supported by the international community and were forced to share power with
the military, saw democracy being snuffed out before it could truly begin.

A return to the politics of power has created a situation of unimaginable suffering in Sudan. We must ask ourselves why
the democratic revolution was not supported. This is one of the direst humanitarian disasters in this century, and the EU
must work to end the violence and meet the humanitarian needs of the Sudanese people, including those who seek
refuge.

Finally, we must also look to our priorities. The EUR 4.2 billion that is needed to meet the immediate humanitarian
needs in Sudan is just a fraction of the USD 2.4 trillion annual global military expenditure. We need to invest in peace,
human rights, sustainable development and social justice, and not more money for the bottomless pit of militarism.

Hannes Heide (S&D). — Mr President, Commissioner, the situation in Sudan has worsened again since our last discus-
sions in October. Nearly 26 million people, more than half of the population, including millions of children, instantly
need help. Violence, famine and displacement are their daily reality.

More than 8 million people are displaced within Sudan. Another 3 million have fled to neighbouring countries. The
widespread violence against women and children is horrifying. The RSFs use of sexual violence, gang rape and abduc-
tions means nothing short of sexual slavery.

The EU and its Member States must act and strongly support peace negotiations between the conflict parties to end this
crisis. We have to increase funding for humanitarian aid, ensuring protection, treatment and support for survivors. We
need targeted sanctions against individuals and entities enabling these crimes, including those supplying arms and
financial resources to the RSF. Furthermore, we must encourage international partners to adopt similar measures.

We must not wait any longer. Let’s give the people of Sudan the hope and support they desperately need.
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Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew). — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, dear colleagues, the ongoing violence in Sudan and
senseless war has gripped the nation and its people by suffering, displacement and fear. The status quo for almost two
years now has been that of utter devastation and no one is safe. People are slaughtered on a daily basis, facing famine on
a daily basis, fleeing on a daily basis. Women, men, children, mutilated, raped and abused.

But let’s not be mistaken. This conflict is entirely manmade. On purpose. Further fuelled by outside influences due to
greed and power politics, limited aid is entering. Because of that, our role as a European Union is to put pressure on
regional powers for sustainable, long-lasting peace and provide necessary humanitarian aid.

Too long we have been quiet, too long we have sought to withdraw our engagement from the region? Too long we have
idly stood by while millions of people are displaced, thousands of them are killed.

Just how much longer can we wait? The EU must show leadership!

Francisco Assis (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, o Sudio continua a ndo ter neste Parlamento a
visibilidade que deveria ter. E o empenho da Unido Europeia na resolugdo desta guerra catastréfica continua, infeliz-
mente, aquém do necessdrio, porque ninguém ignora que esta guerra é, provavelmente, nos tempos que correm, a mais
mortifera de todas.

Apesar disso, a Unido Europeia parece alheada dos macabros interesses geopoliticos em jogo. Ndo hd consequéncias para
quem estd a lucrar com a guerra e a pagar o armamento pesado usado indiscriminadamente em zonas civis. Os Estados
Unidos aplicaram ja sangdes aos lideres das duas forcas em conflito, bem como a fontes de financiamento ligadas aos
Emirados Arabes Unidos. A Unido Europeia deve seguir pelo mesmo caminho: sancionar os criminosos de guerra e
chamar os Emirados Arabes Unidos a responsabilidade.

O Suddo deveria ser uma das prioridades da politica externa europeia, dada a dimensdo da tragédia que o aflige. O facto
de o0 ndo ser significa que, por comparagio com outras regides do mundo, a Unido Europeia, infelizmente, continua a
olhar para Africa como uma espécie de nota de rodapé.

Murielle Laurent (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, mes chers collégues, 150 000 morts, plus
de 11 millions de déplacés, l'utilisation du viol comme arme de guerre, la qualification de «génocide» au Darfour par les
Etats-Unis, ce n'est apparemment pas suffisant pour faire la une des journaux. Clest pourtant la terrible réalité de ce qui
se passe depuis presque deux ans au Soudan.

Le débat de ce soir est donc essentiel, méme si on peut déplorer son horaire avancé et la faible présence dans 'hémi-
cycle. L'Union européenne doit faire pression sur les acteurs du conflit, y compris étrangers, pour rétablir la paix au
Soudan. L'embargo sur les armes doit étre respecté. Un acces effectif aux populations doit étre garanti, et les organisa-
tions humanitaires doivent pouvoir faire leur travail. Nous avons les moyens diplomatiques, humains et financiers qui
permettraient de mettre fin aux atrocités commises au Soudan. Il ne tient qu'a nous d’étre a la hauteur et de dire aux
Soudanais que nous ne les oublions pas.

Nikos Papandreou (S&D). — Mr President, Commissioner, after years of conflict, Sudan suffers from what we must call
the world’s worst humanitarian disaster. We have spoken about the massacres and rapes, famine, cholera and malaria.
Half the population is in dire need of aid.

Dear Commissioner, you are right to say that the EU has done a lot — over EUR 200 million — and you also said we
need to do more. Let me be a little practical: we need to pressure the African Union and the UN. The United Nations,
unfortunately, has lost its legitimacy in Sudan. The African Union can deploy force to create safe areas, especially for the
women who have been raped and abused and fallen victim to sexual violence. There also we can provide humanitarian
aid, and there also we can provide the food and even cash. That would be something very practical that you could do.

Finally, dear Commissioner, we should also pressure the third-party countries — this was mentioned earlier — in the
Middle East to stop supporting the war in countries with money and with weapons. As you said, this is a fight for
humanity, for their humanity, and in the end for our humanity. We are here, all of us in Parliament, to lead that fight.
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Leire Pajin (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, diez millones de desplazados, veinticinco millones de personas
que necesitan urgentemente ayuda humanitaria, una escalada de violencia sexual intolerable e inimaginable, zonas clasi-
ficadas como dreas de hambruna: estamos presenciando una catdstrofe de dimensiones histdricas.

Sudén es hoy, tristemente, la gran crisis olvidada, ignorada por la indiferencia de aquellos que pueden y deberfan hacer
algo. Suddn nos obliga a pensar, ademds, en como podemos mejorar nuestro sistema humanitario actual, porque nece-
sitamos mds recursos, con un nuevo marco financiero plurianual ambicioso en accién humanitaria, y mds instrumentos
de financiacién para combatir el impacto del cambio climdtico, pero también debemos pensar en cémo podemos
trabajar de forma mds coordinada con los actores humanitarios. Necesitamos mds coordinacion y dejar de trabajar en
silos. Necesitamos también coordinarnos y fortalecer las capacidades de los actores locales y pensar en el llamado
«nexo», en cdmo mantener la asistencia humanitaria mientras pensamos en las capacidades del futuro.

Es esencial también proteger a las mujeres y la Unién Europea —nosotros y nosotras— tiene la responsabilidad de
atender el sufrimiento humano alli donde se encuentre. No podemos dejarles solos.

Giorgio Gori (S&D). — Signor Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, in Sudan si sta consumando
un’'emergenza umanitaria senza precedenti.

Nel paese tutto ¢ andato distrutto, dalle scuole agli ospedali, e malattie che pensavamo debellate, come il colera, aggiunte
a una profonda carestia, mietono tante vittime quanto la guerra.

Le poche organizzazioni umanitarie presenti operano in condizioni estreme. Gli operatori di Cesvi, MSF, Save the
Children, Emergency e Caritas — solo per citarne alcuni — subiscono attacchi, restrizioni e intimidazioni. Pochi giorni
fa, un'ambulanza di Medici Senza Frontiere & stata attaccata e a dicembre tre operatori del Programma alimentare
mondiale sono stati uccisi durante un bombardamento.

Oltre a unirci allappello per un cessate il fuoco immediato e un embargo della fornitura delle armi, chiediamo con
urgenza alla Commissione e agli Stati membri di incrementare il sostegno finanziario e di rafforzare la risposta umani-
taria, nonché di garantire la protezione dei civili e delle organizzazioni umanitarie, affinché abbiano le risorse e i mezzi
necessari per portare aiuto a una popolazione stremata dal conflitto e dalla fame.

Magnus Brunner, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you for your insightful con-
tributions to this debate. Today’s discussion has not only shown the scale of the crisis in Sudan, but also reaffirmed our
collective determination to act.

We have heard about the staggering displacement and the horrifying food insecurity that is driving millions to the brink
of starvation, the grave violations of human rights, the attacks on civilians and the use of sexual violence as a weapon of
war. These are not just statistics or distant tragedies, they are urgent cries — actually — for help from our fellow human
beings.

Today’s debate, I think, has highlighted critical priorities, the urgent need to dismantle the bureaucratic barriers and also
to ensure humanitarian corridors. We must press the warring parties to honour their obligations under international
humanitarian law to protect civilians, safeguard aid workers and allow unimpeded access to those in need.

As many of you have highlighted, the visibility vacuum surrounding this crisis is unacceptable, and it is our duty to
amplify Sudan’s voice, to bring its plight to the forefront of global attention and to rally international solidarity.

The European Union has already shown its commitment on the ground but, as you rightly pointed out, this is not
enough. We must scale up our efforts not only in funding, but in diplomacy and in advocacy, and in ensuring that
the world does not turn away.

The people of Sudan are not asking for miracles. They are asking for food. They are asking for water. They are asking
for shelter, for safety, and for dignity of course. They need us to act. Let today’s debate be a call to all of us not just to
show compassion, but to transform also that compassion into action.

President. — The debate is closed.
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17. Explanations of vote

(Balsojumu. skaidrojumi, kas saskand ar Reglamenta 201. pantu ir iesniegti rakstiski, ir ieklauti Parlamenta timekla vietne deputa-
tiem paredzétajas lapds)

18. Agenda of the next sitting

Priekssedetajs. — Nakama séde saksies ritdien, proti, tresdien, 2025. gada 22. janvari, plkst. 9.00.

Darba kartiba ir publicéta un ir pieejama Eiropas Parlamenta timekla vietné.

19. Approval of the minutes of the sitting

Priek$sédétajs. — Sis sédes protokols tiks iesniegts Parlamentam apstiprinasanai ritdien péc balsosanas.

20. Closure of the sitting
(Sede tika slegta plkst. 21.02.)
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