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Action brought on 25 May 2005 by Gudrun Schulze
against the Commission of the European Communities

(Case T-207/05)

(2005/C 193/60)

(Language of the case: French)

An action against the Commission of the European Commu-
nities was brought before the Court of First Instance of the
European Communities on 25 May 2005 by Gudrun Schulze,
residing in Brussels [(Belgium)], represented by Stéphane Rodri-
gues and Alice Jaume, lawyers.

The applicant claims that the Court should:

1. annul the decision of the appointing authority rejecting the
applicant’s complaint, in conjunction with the appointment
decision adopted by the appointing authority on 11
October 2004, in so far as it determines her grade in
accordance with Article 12(3) of Annex XIII to the Staff
Regulations and her step in the grade pursuant to the
current Article 32 of the Staff Regulations;

2. advise the appointing authority of the consequences of the
annulment of the contested decisions, in particular the re-
grading of the applicant to grade A*10, step 4 with retro-
spective effect from 16 June 2004, the date on which the
appointment decision of 11 October 2004 took effect;

3. in the alternative, order the Commission to pay compensa-
tion for the damage suffered by the applicant as a result of
not being graded at grade A*10, step 4 with effect from 16
June 2004, the date on which the appointment decision of
11 October 2004 took effect;

4. order the defendant to pay the costs.

Pleas in law and main arguments

Between March 2000 and December 2003, the applicant was
employed at the Commission as a temporary staff member,
initially at grade A4, then, from 1 January 2001, at grade A6.
From 1 January to 30 April 2004, the applicant was a member
of the auxiliary staff in group Al 04.

Having passed Open competition COM/A/[3/02 for grade A7/
A6 administrators in the field of research, the applicant was
appointed an official by the contested decision of 11 October
2004. She was appointed to the post which she had previously
held as a temporary and auxiliary staff member. Under Article
12 of Annex XIII to the Staff Regulations, the applicant was, on
recruitment, placed in the new grade A*6, which ranks below
the old A7/A6 grades which correspond to grades A*8/A*10
under the new system.

In support of her action, the applicant argues first that Article
12 of Annex XIII to the Staff Regulations is inapplicable in her
case. According to the applicant, that article applies only to
officials on a list of suitable candidates. Successful candidates
on a recruitment reserve list cannot be regarded as officials.

In the alternative, the applicant argues that that article is
unlawful, being in breach, in her view, of the principle of equal
treatment for successful candidates of competitions published
before 1 May 2004, as well as of Article 5(5) of the Staff Regu-
lations. She also claims that her appointment to grade A*6
constitutes indirect discrimination on the ground of age as
against administrators appointed in that grade, in so far as her
long career is not given recognition. Furthermore, the applicant
considers that the principle of equal treatment for officials
performing the same functions is also infringed by the fact that
she has the same experience and performs the same functions
as other officials who are however in higher grades and receive
a higher salary.

The applicant also pleads breach of Article 31 of the Staff
Regulations, of legitimate expectations, of legal certainty, of the
principle of good administration and of the duty to have regard
for the interests of officials. The applicant considers that the
contested decision also infringes her legitimate expectation of
being allowed additional seniority in accordance with Article
32 of the Staff Regulations, as applicable before 1 May 2004.

Finally the applicant claims compensation for the material and
non-material damage she has suffered as a result of her
appointment to a lower grade.

Action brought on 30 May 2005 by Michael Brown
against the Commission of the European Communities

(Case T-208/05)

(2005/C 193/61)

(Language of the case: French)

An action against the Commission of the European Commu-
nities was brought before the Court of First Instance of the
European Communities on 30 May 2005 by Michael Brown,
residing in Overijse (Belgium), represented by Lucas Vogel,

lawyer.



